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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Proinnsfos 0 Duigneain a native of Drumkeerin, is a Comprehensive 
school teacher in Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim. He is the author of 
three books in a series on North Leitrim history. This book, which

was commissioned by a Parish Committee in Dromahaire to celebrate 
the Centenary of St. Patrick's Church is a social history of Droma

haire and the surrounding area cl890 - the year in which the Church 
was dedicated. It also gives us pen pictures of many of the people 

who were instrumental in providing a place of worship for the 
Roman Catholic people of the area.

Other Titles by the Author: 
North Leitrim in Famine Times.
North Leitrim in Land League Times. 
North Leitrim:
The Land War and the Fall of Parnell.
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CHAPTER ONE.

THE DEDICATION OF 
PATRICK'S CHURCH DROMAHAIRE

March 9th 1890.

The foundation stone of Dromahaire Catholic Church was laid on 
the 17th March 1889, thereby emphasising the ancient association 
of St. Patrick with the parish of Drumlease. The Christmas which fol

lowed, was chosen as the occasion for the celebration of the first mass 
in the unfinished building. The people knelt on the bare floor, for seats 
had yet to be installed. A few weeks later the Church bell - a gift of the 
ladies of the parish - was raised to its stand. This event was greeted 
with great rejoicing in the area. Then on Sunday, 9th of March 1890, 
almost exactly a year after the first stone had been laid, the association 
with St. Patrick was formally confirmed when the Church was dedicat
ed to the National Apostle by Most Rev. Dr. Edward Me Gennis, bishop 
of Kilmore.

The driving force behind the building of St.Patrick's, Dromahaire 
was Rev. Cormac Me Sharry, a native of Kinlough. Aged fifty six at the 
time of the dedication, he had been parish priest of Drumlease since 
1880. Six months after his arrival in the area, he chaired one of the 
biggest Land League rallies in Leitrim. A contemporary ballad lauded 
his leadership of the local tenants:

And see at their head Fr. Cormac Me Sharry 
The tried, trusted, the valiant and true,
To lead and direct them their rules out to carry 
As patriot leaguers are called on to do,
Rise! men of Leitrim when 
Called on to serve again
First Mother Erin in justice and peace.
Soon shall our leaders brave 
Make every tyrant knave 
Bow and submit to the League of Drumlease.

n
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Since the days of the monks of Creevelea Abbey there was no 
Catholic Church in Dromahaire village. The Parish Church, built in 
1825, was situated in Newtownmanor on a site presented to the people 
by John Whyte, father of the famous "Flogger Whyte", but in Droma
haire, mass had to be celebrated in various locations in or near the vil
lage. At different times, requests for a site were made to the landlord, 
George Lane-Fox of Bramham Park, Yorkshire but without success. 
One of these requests was made in writing in 1857 by Rev. Philip Foy 
P.P when Lane-Fox paid a visit to his huge Leitrim estate. This met 
with a flat refusal. Foy died in 1857 and his successor Rev. Michael 
Clancy, a native of Cloonclare parish, made a personal request concern
ing the matter to the landlord on another of his visits to Ireland in 1863. 
On this occasion the response appeared favourable but when Lane-Fox 
had returned to Yorkshire and the agent Joshua Kell was asked to point 
out the proposed site, it turned out to be an old sand pit. In 1875 the 
landlord returned to Dromahaire. Cheering crowds and blazing bon
fires greeted his arrival. It is not known if he was again petitioned for 
a site.

A wave of nationalist feeling swept the country with the founding 
of the Land League in 1879 and the tenant farmers drew strength and 
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support from the mass demonstrations which in North Leitrim took 
place throughout the summer and autumn of 1880 and in the early 
part of 1881. The founding of the G.A.A. in 1884 marked another 
advance in the Nationalist cause. Whether this fervour influenced reli
gious affairs in Dromahaire is difficult to say but in any event, towards 
the end of the decade, a site for the Catholic Church was finally given. 
Francis La Touche, who succeeded Kell as agent, informed Father Me 
Sharry that a site was available, with the approval of the landlord, rent 
free forever, on the east bank of the river Bonet. This new feeling of 
good will was accompanied by generous donations to help finance the 
building of the Church. Lane -Fox gave £50 and La Touche £20.

Fr. Me Sharry lost no time in appealing for funds. In a letter to the 
Sligo Champion in July 1888 he stated that "up to the present there has 
been no Catholic Church in Dromahaire. For more than fifteen years Mass has 
been celebrated in various houses - most of the faithful have to kneel outside. 
For sometime, we have had the use of a small schoolhouse in which is a little 
movable altar." The schoolhouse was owned by the Me Carrick family 
and was situated in the townland of Drumlease. Fr. Me Sharry 
employed Mr. Patrick Scott, Navan as builder of the Church with his 
brother Anthony (Andrew?) Scott as Architect.

According to a local ballad upwards of two thousand people 
attended the dedication Mass. The sermon was preached by Dr John 
Maguire P.P. V.G. Manorhamilton . A native of Cloonclare he had once 
been seriously considered for the position of Bishop of Kilmore and 
was generally regarded as one of the ablest Churchmen in the diocese. 
He was a personal friend of Bishops Gillhooly of Elphin, Nulty of 
Meath, Donnelly of Clogher and of Archbishop Croke of Cashel.

After the gospel had been recited Fr. Maguire rose to address the 
people, many of whom were crowded round the main door, unable to 
find place inside. A tall, powerfully built man of seventy three years, 
he spoke at length to the huge congregation, tracing the ecclesiastical 
history of Drumlease from Patrician times to the building of the new 
Church. Taking for his text the words " My house shall be called a 
house or prayer ", he went on "such is the exalted idea which we 
should form of the sacred edifice in which we are assembled. It has 
been dedicated to God's Glory, the ultimate end of our salvation". He 
paid a special tribute to the monks of Creevelea and "your forefathers 
— who freely gave up their liberty, their lives and their property, but 
nothing could tear them away from the precious jewel of their faith. If

13
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they were privileged as you are to bring back in peace and joy and 
glory, the Child and it's Mother to this beautiful little Church in the 
place which St. Patrick sanctified with his prayers, how they would 
rejoice particularly when they would see Protestants and Catholics 
rejoicing together in harmony and love and peace". Towards the end of 
the sermon, Fr. Maguire asked the congregation to subscribe generous
ly to the Church fund in order that "this house may be given to Jesus 
Christ free of debt. You will give the Child and its Mother a warm wel
come; your hearts and your purses will be open. Your donations will 
be given freely in union with the merits of Jesus Christ. They will be 
acceptable to Almighty God and will obtain for you abundance of

Bishop Me Gennnis

graces on this earth and a glorious reward in the world to come."
A mixed choir of some twelve members travelled from

Manorhamilton to sing the Credo, Sanctus and Agnus Dei. After the 
Mass Fr. Me Sharry entertained these and other visitors, lay and cleri
cal to a "sumptuous dinner" in Mr. Moran's hotel.

Among the congregation was Nicholas Me Carthy, an itinerant bal- 
ladeer who, with his wife Biddy visited villages and towns throughout 
the West of Ireland. It was his custom to record in verse important 
events which took place in an area while he resided there . He also 
loved to compose humorous songs about the inhabitants of the various 
villages he frequented. He wrote the following verses on the dedica
tion of St. Patrick's Church, Dromahaire:

The 9th of March the present year will be remembered long 
For Dromahaire I do declare ne 'er saw such a vast throng 
In best array upon that day, the people left each town 
To see the consecration of that Holy Church of Rome.

Men and women from Glenfarne that day did all repair 
Likewise Manorhamilton to the town of Dromahaire 
Drumkeerin and Killenummery, Killasnett too as well 
Killargue too all answered true the summons of that bell.

When that bell had ended pealing, it would your heart delight 
To see your holy clergymen and they all dressed in white 
Such a sight through Dromahaire was never seen before 
And there was our holy prelate the Lord Bishop of Kilmore.

The river Bonet flows behind; its tide does ebb and swell 
Ando 'er its splendid rippling stream you 'll hear the Church bell 
That day it rang melodious out from the chapel spire 
To crown the splendid sermon of the Rev. John Maguire.

The splendid seats that's placed outside were crowded to excess 
Near two thousand of each sex, there could not be much less 
When the Gallery is completed we'll have an organ there 
That will resound throughout the town of noble Dromahaire.

There is a man in Dromahaire should be recorded well 
That's Edward Moran who keeps the grand hotel 
He supplied them most abundantly with a splendid feast 
There were over twenty clergymen, likewise our Parish Priest.

Now long life to Fr. Me Sharry, long may he wear his gown, 
And the decent men and women who gave offerings in the town 
And God bless that splendid chapel, it stands supremely grand 
Dedicated to St. Patrick the Apostle of our land.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE BUILDING OF ST PATRICK'S 
The Background

All in the snow and sleet 
We knelt down in the street...

.1 ,!L

1 —*_ .

... Fr. Cormac we will build for you 
A Chapel in Dromahaire.

This fragment of an old song is a reminder of the harsh conditions 
endured by the people of Drumlease before the building of St. 
Patrick's. It also brings to mind the parishoners’ custom of carrying to 

Mass small straw mats for kneeling on as they worshipped out in the 
open. Lane-Fox's sudden decision to provide a site for the Church must 
have come as a great surprise to many in Dromahaire and a number of 
theories were advanced to explain his change of mind.

According to one theory, the local doctor James O Carroll, M. D.
M.C.H., a graduate of the Royal University 1883, was instrumental in 
effecting the change of policy.

Tradition has it that Francis La Touche, the landlord's agent, was 
taken seriously ill a short time before the building of the Church. When 
the efforts of a couple of Sligo doctors failed to bring about a recovery, 
he was advised to consult the young Dromahaire doctor who had 
already established a fine reputation in the locality. La Touche became 
O Carroll's patient and made rapid improvement. He was extremely 
relieved and very anxious to suitably reward the doctor. According to 
the tradition when O Carroll asked that payment be made by provid
ing a site for a Catholic Church in Dromahaire, La Touche acceeded to 
the request.

According to another tradition still very much alive in Dromahaire, 
the site was procured through the good offices of the Hosies, John, Eliz
abeth and Mary, an influential local family. Another opinion holds that 
Lane-Fox and La Touche realized that strong winds of change were
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Dr and Mrs James O Carroll with twelve of their fourteen children. 
Front Row L to R: Jack, Harry, Ita, Eily.

Second Row L to R: Susan, Eithne, Brendan, Nan.
Back Row L to R: Tom, Mollie, Matt, James.

blowing as far as landlordism was concerned - changes which were 
putting the age-old ascendant role of the landlord under threat. Finally 
some people took the view that the Catholic branch of the Lane-Fox 
family influenced the landlord in his decision.

Fr. Me Sharry employed two members of a well-known Navan 
building family, Andrew, (the Architect) and his brother Paddy 
Scott(the contractor) to take charge of the construction of the Church. 
While St. Patrick's was being built they stayed in the house of J.J John
ston of Carricknacroghery. This was also the home of the well-known 
poet and land activist, Denis Johnston. In return for free accomodation, 
the Scotts reconstructed the Johnston thatched house, raising it from a 
single storey to a storey and a half slated building. The Scotts would 
appear to belong to the family of Architects and builders of Navan and 
Drogheda and of which the brilliant Architect W.A. Scott was a mem
ber. Among his most famous buildings are Spiddal Church, the Basilica

on Lough Derg and the Town Hall in Enniskillen. He also was associat
ed with Clonfert Cathedral Galway. W.A. Scott died in 1922. It is inter
esting to note that Mr. A Scott, Architect, Dublin was at the funeral of 
John Maguire P.P. Manorhamilton in 1904.

The foreman on the site was Martin Francey Kelly of the Greagnafar- 
na/Tullynascreena area. Two of his workers were Patrick Kelly- possi
bly his brother -and James Me Vey. They were also natives of the 
Greagnafarna/ Tullynascreena area. After the Church was finished 
Kelly and his crew of men were employed to build several large houses 
in and around Ballygawley and Collooney. Others involved in the 
building were the Fays - Christy, Tom and John - three brothers orig
inally from Glasgow. Christy married May Beirne of Moneyduff. The 
Fays also worked on the construction of Dr. O Carroll's house in the vil
lage. The slaters were the brothers James and Michael Loughlin of 
Dromahaire.

In its report on the dedication, the 'Sligo Champion' had this to say 
on the Church,-

" the external of all the building is of broken rock-faced ashlar of local lime
stone relieved with bands, with door and window dressings of finely chiselled 
limestone from the Ballisodare quarries. The floor of the Church is of timber 
except for an ornamental tile passage which runs up the centre of the Church 
from the main entrance to the altar rails. More than two thirds of the Church 
is seated with massive pitch-pine benches of handsome design. The windows 
are filled with beautiful tinted cathedral glass in a variety of shades and tints 
in lead quarried with antique ruby margins manufactured by an eminent Lon
don house. The sacristy is large and commodious and is connected to the chan
cel by a side door and passage and provided with the most modern sanitary 
arrangements."

The pitch-pine seats which earned the admiration of the'Sligo 
Champion's’ reporter, were the work of John Flynn of Fawn townland. 
He had a workshop to the rear of Dromahaire post office on the Back- 
line. Tradition records that he had in his employment six men, three of 
whom were; James Harte, Tim Kelly and Luke Me Govern. It is said 
that Flynn, in constructing the seats, used no other tools except a mal
let, saw and spokeshave. The gallery and confessionals were built by 
Frank Kelly of Dromahaire. He lived in the public house, now owned 
by Raymond and Eileen Fowley.

The stones used in the building of the boiler house and of the sup
ports at the sides of the Church were obtained from the old lime-kiln
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near Market Street. A quarry in Shriff townland close to the shore of 
Lough Gill supplied the stones for the main building. Denis O Hara's 
father of Carrickaneroo and a man named Me Sharry were two of the 
men who carted stones from this quarry to the site. The Ballisodare 
stone used in the window and door surrounds was cut by the well 
known stone-mason and builder, James Clarence. He was a native of 
Ballisodare.

The overall cost of the Church was £3000. This was almost double 
the figure envisaged by Fr. Me Sharry when he wrote to the local 
newspapers seeking funds in July 1888. The High Altar was a gift of Fr. 
Me Sharry's brothers of Kinlough. The Sacred Heart altar was also paid 
for by private subscription while the cost of the third altar was met by 
the parishoners.

For years the sacristan in St Patrick's was Willie Scott. He and Robert 
Armstrong, sexton in the Church of Ireland are praised in the following 
verse for their skill in bell-ringing;

“Where tell me where 
Can two sextons be got 
To beat Robert Armstrong 
And old Willie Scott?

Willie is four score or more 
Still he can ring well 
For it takes a man 
with the arm strong 
To ring out the bell

St. Patrick's Church was one of a number of buildings which trans
formed the appearance of Dromahaire in the last decades of the nine
teenth century. The advent of the Sligo-Leitrim and Northern Counties 
Railway seems to have ushered in a period of new building and recon
struction in the various villages along the line.

The following account written in June 1880 by an observer who 
travelled from Sligo to Dromahaire on the Lake Steamer" The Maid of 
Breffni", gives some idea of the unattractivness of the village which 
was in sharp contrast to the beautiful environs-

" of the many romantic scenes which a traveller can behold, perhaps the 
most picturesque is to be found from Sligo to Dromahaire...no thing is more

pleasing than the entry to Dromahaire...the river with its dark and unruffled 
waters, glides softly through a canopy of trees which for grandeur will bear 
comparison with anything in the world....Dromahaire itself presents a very 
poor appearance with houses only one storey high and thatched. Indeed I am 
afraid that a speedy improvement will scarcely be effected since expense on the 
one hand and prejudice on the other are most effectual securities for the adher
ence of the natives to the wisdom of their ancestors." The writer also makes 
an interesting comment regarding O Rourke's Hall/7/ is of rectangular 
form, whose length is treble its breadth, but I feel it must have been longer, as 
a part, I conjecture, was removed to afford space for the ornamental walk 
which leads to Mr. La Touche's garden."

The house, now known as the Rectory was built in the early 1890's 
by Captain George Hewson of Ardpatrick, Co.Limerick. He intended 
to reside there but moved to the Lodge c. 1894. The Rectory was then 
used by Hewson's agents Longmore and Bracken for the collecting of 
rents. Captain Hewson died on the 19th March 1941 and in his will 
made less than three months before his death, he left the house to the 
Church Body for use as a Rectory. However, his son, Brigadier Arthur 
Hewson refused to implement this bequest with the result that it had to 
be purchased by the Church Body later on. This house is now the prop
erty of the McMahon family.

As has been already noted, the coming of the Enniskillen - Col- 
looney railway influenced various other building projects in North 
Leitrim. Many workers gained experience and perfected their skills as 
the line was laid and the station complexes were built. The railway 
took approximately four years to build - from early 1877 to the 1st 
September 1881. Dromahaire station opened up for business a week 
before the latter date. A 'First Excursion to Sligo' was advertised from 
Enniskillen to Dromahaire where passengers were taken to Sligo and 
back on the paddle steamer 'The Maid of Breifne'. Manorhamilton 
which was the engineering and repair centre on the line was opened on 
the 1st December 1880. The railway buildings in Dromahaire included 
the Station House and Booking Office and two large goods stores. 
According to the local newspapers Hosie's store at the station was com
pleted in May 1889.

The Parochial House in Dromahaire was built 1885/86 and from 
around this time many of the thatched houses began to be replaced 
with slated buildings. In November 1888 the row of old thatched cot
tages adjacent to the Barracks was demolished and new building com-
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menced. The new houses were given the name Vaugh's Terrace. This 
scheme like other similar schemes in the village was undertaken by the 
estate agent Francis La Touche. The house of the local doctor, James O 
Carroll built by James Clarence of Ballisodare was ready for occupa
tion in March 1889. Dr O Carroll had previously lodged in the house of 
John O Rourke the well-known balladeer, father of Aileen Madden.

Dromahaire had its own bakery by 1890. The following account in 
the 'Sligo Champion' of February 1st. 1890 gives the background to its 
establishment —

"Mr Stuart J. Giltnour has opened a bakery in Dromahaire and is prepared 
to supply the surrounding districts with bread superior in quality, flavour and 
appearance to that now being supplied by Alexander Me Arthur...The oven is 
a new patent manufactured by Messrs Page, Son and Company, London. It is 
a large two deck hygienic hot air oven. The furnace which heats the air is in a 
different apartment from the oven thus securing the bread from all smoke, 
ashes, dirt and fumes which in the case of the old crown ovens, almost exclu
sively used in the western counties renders it impossible to make good bread 
without using extra quality flour. Mr Gilmour has secured the services of an 
experienced Scotchman as baker. It is a pleasing duty to note that the spirit of 
enterprise which has laid hold in Ireland has become tangible in Dromahaire 
through the instrumentality of such a worthy gentleman."

Gilbnor's Yard and Bakery
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CHAPTER THREE

SUBSCRIBERS TO THE CHURCH FUND

The subscription list for St. Patrick's Dromahaire makes very inter
esting reading. One is immediately struck by the generosity of the 
people at a time when tenant farmers and labourers in particular were 

finding it difficult to carve out a living from their small holdings. This 
generosity can be seen also in the size of contributions from the Protes
tant community, from exiles in the United States and Great Britain and 
also from various individuals - professionals, merchants etc. many of 
whom had no association with the parish.

The biggest single contribution to the Church fund was £100, sub
scribed by John Me Sharry, Kinlough brother of Fr. Me Sharry. It is not 
clear if this sum was in addition to the cost of the High Altar, also paid 
for by John Me Sharry. Mr Sharry moreover, was responsible for a col
lection which realized the figure of £26-3-6. Thady Me Sharry, Kinlough 
made a large contribution and organised a collection also. Fr. Me Shar
ry relied heavily on his native parish for subscriptions - indeed he 
looked to his own relations including the Me Garrigles of Tullaghan on 
his mother's side for assistance. Among the list of subscribers we find 
the following - Miss Maggie Me Sharry, Kinlough, £5; Miss Me Gar- 
ngle, Philadelphia £5; Michael Me Sharry, Dublin and Mrs Me Garrigle 
Tullaghan. Fr Cormac Me Sharry’s own contribution was £50.

The clerical subscriptions were quite substantial. Dr Edward Me 
Genius, gave £20. He was consecrated Bishop of Kilmore in 1888 at the 
age of forty two. He died in 1906. The largest subscription from a 
Parish priest was £20, paid by Dr. Maguire, P.P. Cloonclare. Dr Maguire 
was one of the best known priests in the North West, When, in 1862 the 
aging Bishop Browne of Kilmore called a meeting of the parish priests 
of the diocese to sound them on a coadjutor and possible successor, six 
gave their vote to Fr. Maguire - at that time parish priest of Kinlough- 
while two other priests, Nicholas Conaty, who eventually succeeded to 
the office, and Francis O Reilly received nine and eleven votes respec
tively. Fr. Maguire was appointed parish priest of Cloonclare in 1866.
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Early in the 1880's he decided to build a new church in the parish. This 
building was almost completed when a terrible storm on January 26th 
1884 completely wrecked it. Reconstruction was started immediately 
and the rebuilt Church was dedicated on 18th Oct 1885.

According to Fr. Joe Meehan (1861-1926), a native of Manorhamil- 
tom, writing in the 'Breifny Antiquarian Journal 1921/22' Fr. Maguire 
was born "on the shores of Lough Mac Nean and was reared in Cushlav- 
ille” (now Cherrybrook). He died in 1904 aged eighty seven. According 
t the obituary note he was a man of " commanding intellectual vigour, 
acute alert and well informed.... he spoke Irish fluently and while he did not 
pretend to any extensive acquaintance with Irish literature, he read Irish texts 
with ease. In his home life he was the soul of hospitality, full of gay good 
humour and amusing anecdotes and, although outwardly reserved and, to 
those who did not know him intimately, apparently austere, he unbent in the 
company of friends and was the life and soul of many a festive gathering"

The other large clerical contributions came from the parish priests 
whose parishes bordered Drumlease. Each of the following donated 
£10 -Fr. Patrick Me Morrow P.P Killargue, Fr Stephen Me Ternan P.P 
Killassnett, Fr. James Dolan P.P Drumkeerin and Fr Thomas Cahill P.P 
Killenummery. Fr. Bernard Sheridan, P.P. Kinlough also contributed 
£10. The curates' contributions ranged between £6 and £2. Two priests 
who gave £6 were Matthew Kane C.C. Drumlease and Patrick Me 
Loughlin C.C. Manorhamilton.

Two well known personalities of the time, Archdeacon T.O Rorke, 
P.P. Collooney and P.A. Me Hugh, Editor of the Sligo Champion also 
contributed to the fund. Archdeacon O Rorke was the author of 
'Ballysodare and Kilvamet' and also a two-volume 'History of Sligo - Town 
and County'. P.A. Me Hugh was bom in Glenfame in 1858. After a num
ber of years in teaching he became Editor of The Sligo Champion in 
1885. In his first editorial he declared "we shall always respect the opinions 
of those with whom we differ, while sternly maintaining our own" Shortly 
after his appointment as editor he was given a six months prison sen
tence for articles directed against land grabbing in the Gurteen area of 
Co. Sligo. In 1888 he was elected Mayor of Sligo - a position he held 
again from 1895-1898. In 1892 he was elected M.P for North Leitrim.

Me Hugh achieved notoriety in 1899 in two incidents, one in Bally- 
mote and the other in Dromahaire. On January 12th he broke down the 
door of Ballymote Courthouse with a sledge-hammer after he and fel
low members of the United Irish League were denied admittance by

the sub- Sheriff of Co, Sligo. On Sunday 17th September he played a 
prominent part in defying a ban on the U.I.L. by oi^anising and attend
ing a meeting in Dromahaire. Three hundred police were drafted into 
the village to enforce the ban. Me Hugh, after attending ten o clock 
mass, climbed on the Church wall and began to speak. The police dis
persed the crowd but failed to arrest him. He continued to speak to 
various groups in different parts of the village. In frustration the police 
drew batons and attacked a large crowd who had travelled from
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Ballintogher. People fled for safety into lanes and back-gardens. A 
major confrontation took place on the Ballinamore bridge. Several peo
ple were injured, including children. Me Hugh made his final speech of 
the day at the Abbey Hotel.

He was imprisoned several times during his period as Editor of the 
Sligo Champion.His health deteriorated and he died aged fifty one on 
June 14th 1909. On October 29th 1916 a memorial to him was unveiled 
in Sligo. Many songs were composed in his honour. The following 
verse written by John O Rourke demonstrated Dromahaire's esteem for 
him:

All Leitrim down to Sligo Town 
In sorrow deep is here today 
Old Sligo dear has lost its cheer 
Since its loved friend has passed away.
Those counties brave, their fond love gave 
To he now dead, to he so true 
But now today, fond love makes way 
For grief for you P.A.Mc Hugh.

Apart from Fr. Me Sharry and Lane-Fox there was one other contri
bution of £50. It came from Michael Kelly, Buncrana, Co Donegal. In 
Dromahaire John Hosie contributed £10. As has been noted, according 
to one tradition, his family was instrumental in procuring a site for the 
Church. Other large contributions in the village included £11 from 
John Hicks. He also organized a collection which came to £5. Miss 
Hicks, hotel, Dromahaire also gave a personal donation and organized 
a collection. Other local contributors were: Mrs Longmore £5; Mrs O 
Rourke £4; Mrs Kate Kelly £5. Stuart Gilmour and Hubert Gilmour 
contributed £5 and £3 respectively. The subscription of Dr. James O 
Carroll, the local doctor, was £20. In late 1884 O Carroll was appointed 
medical Doctor, Dromahaire, at the age of twenty five replacing Dr. 
Hamilton who had retired. His appointment was hailed as a victory for 
the Nationalists. Francis La Touche was Chairman of the local Dispen
sary committee and he backed the only other candidate, Dr, Rowan, of 
Skreen, Co Sligo. Dr. O Carroll was appointed by a majority of one 
vote, receiving ten of the nineteen votes cast. Tradition says that the 
efforts of Fr. Patrick Cooke C.C. Glencar were crucial in getting O Car- 
roll appointed. Both were from the parish of Killann in East Cavan. Tra

dition also reported that when the election was about to take place in 
Stanford's, it was discovered that one of the Nationalist committee 
members had failed to make an appearance. He was Harry Banks of 
Ballinagar who at that time was old and in poor health. Fr. Cooke 
decided to bring Mr Banks of Dromahaire, "He mounted his car and 
with Tom Devaney of Mulcan, Glencar driving the horse, he went to 
Bank's house, The man was in bed but Fr, Cooke helped him to dress 
and putting a rug around him and his own overcoat, he hoisted him up 
on the car and drove him to Dromahaire where he cast his vote for Dr. 
O Carroll, afterwards leaving him back in his bed, safe and sound. It is 
said that Dr. O Carroll called his own son 'Harry' after the man who 
elected him in Dromahaire. Dr. O Carroll died in 1940 aged eighty one.

John O Donnell of Larkfield House, Manorhamilton, the largest 
Catholic landowner in the area contributed £10. He was High-Sheriff of 
County Leitrim. His other brother Hugh Neal, had died in 1887, aged 
forty two. Hugh Neal was a personal friend of Dr. John Maguire P.P 
Manorhamilton and when the new Church in the town was wrecked 
by the storm in 1884 he offered himself as financial guarantor for its 
reconstruction. Mr. A Me Cartney of the Ulster Bank, Manorhamilton 
was a brother-in-law of John and Hugh Neal O Donnell. John O Don
nell died in 1932 and both brothers are buried at Creevelea Abbey near 
the grave of their progenitor Hugh (1691-1754), the first of the O Don
nells to settle in Leitrim.

The Architect and his brother subscribed £5 and £4 respectively. 
There was also a contribution from Mrs Scott, Navan. Dr.Woodlock, 
Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise donated £5. There were many 
contributions from Solicitors, Medical Doctors, Town Councillors, Jus
tices of the Peace, Members of the Royal Irish Constabulary, National 
Teachers and Poor Law Guardians. It would seem that many or all of 
the Business firms which supplied material for the construction also 
contributed. An interesting feature of the list is the high number of 
subscribers from Co Cavan, but perhaps the most striking aspect of the 
subscription list is the size of the contribution of the tenant farmers and 
labourers, Many gave £1, a few £2 of more, while most donations were 
between 2/6 and 10/=. When it is borne in mind that a labourer’s 
weekly wagewas extremely low in the last century, the sacrifice for 
many families must have been considerable.

See Appendix D for list of Subscribers.
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CHAPTER FOUR

REV. FR. CORMAC MC SHARRY 
1834 -1904

You have your work cut out for you there, Fr.Mc Sharry", Dr.
Nicholas Conaty, Bishop of Kilmore, told his new appointee to 

Drumlease in 1880. For most of the 19th century, Drumlease was cer
tainly a problem parish in episcopal eyes. Its village of Dromahaire had 
neither Catholic Church, Parochial house nor a proper National School 
building and the landlord Lane Fox and his agents for the most part 
did not tend towards co-operation with the Catholic authorities. Fr. 
John Maguire in his dedication sermon pointed out that successive 
Drumlease parish priests had had no success in founding a Catholic 
Church in Dromahaire at a time when Church Building was flourishing 
throughout the diocese. "When the sun of religious liberty seemed to 
regain its pristine glory there was still a cloud over Dromahaire. Splen
did Churches were springing up all over the land, still Dromahaire 
remained behind - there was a cloud over it which the sun of liberty 
had not yet burst." The Bishop decided that Fr. Me Sharry had the abil
ity and enthusiasm to rectify this situation. Already, Dr. Conaty was 
aware of Fr. Me Sharry's talents for he had picked him as one of four 
priests from the diocese to raise funds in the United States for the con
struction of St. Patrick's College Cavan.

Cormac Me Sharry was born in Kinlough village in 1834. He was 
the son of William Me Sharry and Mary Me Garrigle " one of the Cor
mac Me Garrigles of Tullaghan." In 19th century terms the Me Sharrys 
were a wealthy family with a thriving business in Kinlough. Tradition 
records that they were on friendly terms with the Johnstons, of the 
local landlords of Oakfield House. When Cormac was a boy, the great 
political issue of the times was Repeal of the Act of Union and he used 
read pieces from the 'Nation' newspaper on this and other topics to the

I local people. In his later life he occasionally contributed verse to the 
'Nation' and the 'Sligo Champion'.

On the advice of Rev. John Maguire, preacher at the dedication of
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St. Patrick's, and who had ministered in Kinlough 1850 -1857, Cormac 
Me Sharry decided to go for the priesthood. He went to Maynooth 
where he was ordained in 1861-aged twenty seven. His first appoint
ment was as C.C. to Cavan. The Bishop of Kilmore at this time was Dr. 
James Browne who had to contend over many years with the activities 
of Lord Famham of Cavan, a firm supporter of the New Reformation 
Movement of the early 19th Century. As far as Catholic clerics were 
concerned, Farnham was an ardent proselytizer. Even in 1861, Dr. 
Browne was still wary of proselytism. He wrote in that year " there is 
an insidious and dark policy in full operation tending to oppress Catholics and 
draw their children from the faith of the Catholic Church", Whether or not 
Dr. Browne’s awareness of the dangers of proselytism influenced his 
choice of Fr Me Sharry for Cavan, is difficult to say. In any event Fr. Me 
Sharry spent three years in his first Curacy. His next parish was Killann 
where he remained until 1866. After spending a few months in Innish- 
magrath he was appointed curate in Killasnett in November 1866. Two 
years later, Dr. Browne's successor, Dr. Nicholas Conaty deputed him 
with two other priests to go to the United States on a fund-raising mis
sion with the purpose of helping to finance the building of St. Patrick's 
College, Cavan. On the 12th September 1868, Rev. John Boylan, P.P 
Crosserlough, Rev. Bernard Finegan, President of Kilmore Academy 
and Fr. Me Sharry sailed from Cobh to the U.S. on board the 'Yalta'. 
After a stormy passage they arrived in Boston on the 25th September. 
The three priests were later joined by Rev. John Gilhooley C.C. Kildal- 
lan. Approximately £8000 was raised on this tour. Fr Me Sharry arrived 
back in Ireland on the 9th September 1870. In his later years he loved to 
talk about this episode in his life when he visited most of the Eastern 
and Central States and " some of the Western states when the West 
was really wild." On his return to the diocese he was appointed C.C. 
Ballintemple. He was made a Parish Priest in 1877, ministering in Cor- 
lough. Three years later he was appointed to Drumlease where he 
remained until his death in 1904.

Fr. Me Sharry's twenty four year ministry in Drumlease was 
marked by many and considerable achievements . He built a new 
National School replacing the old one which was described as " a low 
unceilinged cabin, quite unsuitable - like a stable." He also built a 
Parochial House, for the site of which he had to obtain a lease ( dated 
21st August 1884) from the landlord, Lane-Fox. This house was built by 
1886. It was sold in 1947. It is interesting to note that Fr. Me Sharry was

nine years in the parish before he succeeded in acquiring a site for a 
Church. In 1887 he restored the flagstone over the grave of Bishop 
Thady O Rourke and in 1891 he installed a new Bell in Newtown- 
manor Church.

Like most of the priests of his time, Fr. Me Sharry was deeply 
involved in political movements, lending his support to the Land 
League and later the United Irish League. He vehemently condemned 
Pamell in the aftermath of the divorce case. He was associated with a 
number of organizations in the parish, among them the G.A.A.; the 
Creamery Society and the Dispensary committee. On the 6th January 
1886, 'The Dromahaire Athletic Club', the first G.A.A.club founded in 
Leitrim, nominated him as their president. This club was later named 
' Dromahaire Joe Biggars'. Tradition has it that he opposed the appoint
ment of Dr. James Carroll as Medical Officer of Dromahaire Dispensary 
district early in 1885. Carroll received the votes of ten members of the 
Dispensary Committee. The only other canditate Dr. Patrick Rowan, 
received the votes of nine members.

Fr. Cormac Me Sharry was a small stout man, possessed of a very 
forceful personality. It was said of him that "he could be severe but 
never rude; that he was not bigoted and that his generosity extended 
to the Protestant poor. "According to a contemporary report he 
retained the esteem of his political opponents. He died on Thursday 
the 25th August 1904 in the Parochial House where he had been 
attended in his last illness by Dr. James Carroll. Rev. James Dolan P.P 
V.G. Cloonclare was the chief celebrant of the funeral mass. Fr. Me 
Sharry is buried outside St.Patrick's Church Dromahaire.
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The handwriting of Rev. Cortnac Me Sharry
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In 1902 the Lane-Fox estate at Dromahaire was sold to the Irish Land
Commission, thus bringing to an end an ownership which had sur

vived for almost two and a half centuries. As far as Dromahaire was 
concerned however, the Lane-Foxes were absentee landlords, prefer
ring to divide their time between the ancestral home in Yorkshire, Eng
land and their other Irish estate, the Manor of Lanesboro. They paid 
only occasional visits to North Leitrim when family members, includ
ing cousins, came on holidays and fraternized with the other gentry in 
the area; the Whites of Fivemileboume, the Wynnes of Hazelwood and 
the Palmers of Shriff, among others. Management of the property was 
left largely in the hands of their agents - the Kells and later Francis La 
Touche. In 1890, the year St. Patrick's was built, the estate comprised 
775 holdings which took in a total rental of £7,329 - 12 - 10 per annum.

The member of the family who donated the site for the Catholic 
Church in Dromahaire was George Lane-Fox (1816 - 1896). He married 
Catherine Stein who died in 1873 and by whom he had six children, 
three sons and three daughters. The eldest son, George Frederick, con
verted to Catholicism, a decision which resulted in his being disinher
ited. The Lane-Fox estate then passed to the second son, Captain James 
Richard Lane-Fox familiarly known as 'Dick'. He succeeded on the 
death of his father in 1896 and six years later he sold the Dromahaire 
estate for the sum of £827,352.00. Dick Lane-Fox died aged sixty five in 
1906 and he was succeeded by his son George Richard, later created 
Lord Bingley, for his services during the First World War as Minister for 
Mines. The sale of the estate was accompanied by the cutting down of 
many of the finest trees along the banks of the Bonet and elsewhere on 
the property.

The Lodge, owned by the Lane-Foxes for the use of their agents - 
rents from the estate were paid here - was a long thatched house in 
front of Villier's ruined castle. It was renovated in 1894 by Captain
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Captain George Hewson

George Hewson who bought it when it came on the market that year. 
Hewson was an agent for as many as eight landlords throughout Ire
land including the Olphert Estate in Donegal but not for the Lane- 
Foxes. He made the renovated Lodge the rear portion of the three 
storey residence which he built for himself shortly after acquiring the 
property. Apart from the Lodge and its grounds a considerable portion 
of the Lane-Fox estate was sold before the final sale in 1902. Brigadier 
Arthur Hewson, son of George Hewson sold the Lodge property to 
Hubert Thombury-Hanbury in 1947. It is now owned by Gerhard and 
Erica Collins.

When the estate was sold, Dick Lane-Fox endowed Drumlease, Kil- 
lenummery, Killargue and Manorhamilton Protestant churches. Drum- 
lease and Killenummery received £650 each, Killargue £200 and 
Manorhamilton £100. Manorhamilton Church received its endow
ment in respect of that portion of the Lane-Fox estate which lay within 
the old Cloonlougher parish. These sums of money were given to com
pensate the Churches concerned for the Lane-Fox contributions which 
terminated with the sale of the estate.

The Dromahaire property came into the possession of the Lane- 
Foxes in 1665. It was purchased from Sir George Villiers junior by Sir 
George Lane who had estates in Tulsk, Co. Roscommon and also in 
Lanesboro. Villiers' castle was in ruins when Lane purchased it inl665. 
It had been destroyed during the 1641 - 49 rebellion. Sir George Lane 
married Frances Sackville, daughter of the 5th Earl of Dorset. He died 
in 1683 and was succeeded by his son Sir James, 2nd Viscount of Lanes
boro. Sir James died childless in 1724. The peerage then became extinct 
in the Lane family but in 1728 it was revived in an entirely different 
family, the Butlers of Newtownbutler, Co. Fermanagh.

Ownership of the estate now descended through the female line. 
James, 2nd Viscount had a half sister Frances (his full sister Charlotte 
Lady Beaufroy died without issue) who was first married to Viscount 
Galway, 4th son of the Earl of Clanrickard, ( killed in the Battle of 
Aughrim 1691.) In the same year Frances, now Widow Lady Galway, 
married Henry Fox, son of Joseph Fox a widower and a commoner but 
a descendant of one of the most powerful families in the North of Eng
land. The eldest son of this union died young. The second son George, 
who inherited, was Member of Parliament for York. In 1731 he married 
Harriet, only daughter of Robert Benson, Lord Bingley. George was cre
ated Baron Bingley in 1762 on the extinction of his father-in-law’s peer
age. He had one son, Robert, who died young. George himself died in 
1772 leaving all his property in England and Ireland to his nephew, 
James Lane-Fox, son of his brother Sackville.

James Lane-Fox was Member of Parliament for Horsham and resid
ed at Bramham Park, Tadcaster, Yorkshire. He married Marcia Pitt and 
four sons and one daughter were born of the union. The eldest son 
George succeeded on the death of his father in 1825. George assumed 
the additional surname and arms of Lane in accordance with the 
injunction contained in the will of the 2nd Viscount Lanesboro. He was 
Member of Parliament for the city of York and died in 1848 leaving by 
his wife Georgina three children, the eldest of whom , also called 
George succeeded. It was this George (1816 - 1896) who owned the 
Dromahaire estate when St. Patrick's Catholic Church was built. His 
son Dick sold the property in 1902.

One of the Lane-Foxes was a Benedictine monk. He was Richard 
John Lane-Fox born in 1880, son of George Frederick who had been 
disintegrated when he converted to Catholicism. Fr. Lane-Fox's mother, 
Annette Weld-Blundell belonged to an old English Catholic family.
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George Fredricks father refused to pass on the Lane-Fox estates to him, 
holding that the land of England should go with the Church of Eng
land. Fr Lane-Fox was educated in the Benedictine Abbey, Fort Augus
tus, Inverness-shire, Scotland and at St. Anselmo, Rome. Ordained in 
1908 he was appointed an army Chaplain during the First World War 
(1914 -1918). He returned to Fort Augustus Abbey and died on Jan
uary 7th 1974. He served as Chaplain to the 1st Battalion of the Irish 
Guards and he was on very friendly terms with the Dromahaire men 
who served in this battalion. He wrote the following letter of condo
lence to a Dromahaire woman whose son was killed in battle.

Isf. Battalion Irish Guards 
8/9/'17.

ed the M. C. for bravery.
Today the memory of the Lane-Foxes is fading away — a family 

who once owned fifty five townlands in the parishes of Drumlease, Kil
lenummery, Killargue and Cloonlougher. But evidence of their pres
ence may still be seen particularly in regard to housing in the village. 
Another unusual reminder of their stay in Dromahaire comes in the 
form of a dog's tombstone dated October 13th 1908. On a visit to 
Dromahaire about the year 1900, Lord Bingley (George Richard Lane- 
Fox) and his brother Edward presented a Pomeranian dog to the Me 
Guinness sisters, Mary, Kate and Susan of Killananima. This animal 
was given the name Roy. When he died Lord Bingley erected an 
inscribed marble slab over the spot where he was buried.

My Dear Mrs. Timoney,

I'm sorry to have to tell you that your son 6556 
Timoney, private of this Battalion was killed on September 3rd. He was killed 
instantly by a shell and I buried him myself in a graveyard beside others of his 
regiment and he has over him a good cross with his name inscribed upon it. In 
time you may be able to come out to see the grave and in any case the War 
Office can let you know where he is buried if you write to them. The next day 
I said Mass for him in the presence of his comrades who prayed for him when 
they went to Holy Communion. I am also sure he was for Holy Communion 
the day he died and I feel sure that Our Lord will look after him in a special 
way. He imitated Our Lord in a good and brave life, doing his duty cheerfully, 
always ready to do the Holy Will of God whatever it shall be. Our Lord has 
accepted his sacrifice and taken him to Heaven, there to be happy with him 
forever. He gave his life for his home and country and as our Blessed Lord 
said - "greater love no man hath than he lay down his life for his friends." I 
knew him well and I take a special interest in the men who come from my old 
home in Dromahaire.

With Much Sympathy,
I Remain,

R. J. Lane-Fox, Chaplain.

Private 6556 Timoney was James Timoney. Fr. Lane-Fox himself 
was severely wounded, losing an eye and some fingers. He was award- Riding Out in Dromahaire
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CHAPTER SIX

FR. STEPHEN MC TERNAN. P.P M.R.I.A. 
1810 -1906 

Sheskin, Killargue.

One of the best known and distinguished priests present at the ded
ication of St. Patrick,s was Fr. StephenMc Teman Parish Priest of 
Killasnett parish. Born in Sheskin, Killargue he was son of Bryan Me 

Ternan and Alice O Connor. Bryan and Alice and two of their children 
arc buried in the old graveyard behind Killargue church where a hori
zontal flagstone, placed there by Fr. Stephen, marks the spot. Bryan Me
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Ternan died on June 18th, 1845 and his wife Alice died aged eighty, 
March 30th 1860. Their two children, a daughter, Sibby and a son John 
are buried in the same grave.

Fr. Stephen presumably went to a local hedgeschool before going 
on to study classics in Sligo and Cavan. He then went to Maynooth 
College where he was ordained on June 2nd 1849. After ordination his 
first appointment was as curate to the parish of Drumreilly Upper 
(1849) where he remained until 1857. At this time the fight for tenant 
rights was gaining momentum resulting from the founding of the Ten
ant League of Ireland in 1850. Tenant rights was a live issue in Ireland 
during the 1852 general election. In Leitrim Fr. Stephen strongly sup
ported the Catholic candidate Dr. John Brady, an enthusiastic advocate 
of tenant rights. Two other candidates contested this two-seater con
stituency. One, Hugh Lyons Montgomery of Belhavel House, Killargue 
lived about two miles from Fr. Stephen's homeplace. The other candi
date was Charles Clements of Lough Rynn House Mohill. Fr. Stephen 
spoke publicly on Brady's behalf, on one occasion declaring that 
Clements was a " peace-breaker not a peace- maker." There was gener
al satisfaction when Brady secured one of the two seats beating 
Clements by just eleven votes. Mongomery topped the poll. At this 
time there were only 1265 electors in Leitrim, around 1% of the total 
population of the county. Brady's success in a situation where tenants 
had to vote openly, was remarkable .

Fr. Stephen was transferred to Glenade in 1857. Two years later he 
went to Glenfarne. In 1856 he was appointed to Cavan and the follow
ing year to Castlerahan. In 1867 he returned to Drumreilly Upper as 
Parish Priest. While in Drumreilly he became a strong advocate of the 
Home Rule Aims as enunciated by the Donegal barrister and M. P. 
Isaac Butt. On Saturday, 15th November 1873, Fr. Stephen chaired a 
huge Home Rule demonstration in the fairgreen in Ballinamore. The 
crowd was estimated at fifteen thousand. Green flags inscribed with 
harps were waved enthusiastically as the people voiced their approval 
of the speakers among whom were Dr. Brady M.P. for Leitrim, P. J. 
Smyth M. P. Westmeath and the obstructionist and later M. P. for 
Cavan, Joseph Biggar. Fr. Stephen gave this message to the crowd - 
"You have met here today for a great and noble and legal purpose - 
that you may manage the affairs of Ireland as becomes the people of 
Ireland. For three score and thirteen years the affairs of Ireland have 
been mismanaged ... it is high time to let Irishmen look after their own

interests and the affairs of their country and show England that Irish
men are fond of law, fond of peace and fond of their country"

In 1857, Fr. Stephen was appointed parish priest of Killasnett by 
his friend Dr. Nicholas Conaty, Bishop of Kilmore. Here he remained 
until his death in 1906. He quickly became identified with three great 
National movements of the last decades of the 19th century, namely 
The Land League founded by Michael Davitt; the co-operative Move
ment and the revival of the Irish language. In September 1881, he 
attended the Nationalist Convention in Dublin. His speech on this 
occasion, like indeed other of his speeches, demonstrated that his own 
view of a future Ireland was more radical than that advanced by the 
Land Leaguers. He said - " We care not whether the Land Bill be a suc
cess or not, we are determined to have justice for Ireland. We must 
never lose sight of the great goal of patriotic Irishmen, namely, self - 
government.. " Throughout the 1880's he chaired Land League meet
ings, attended County Conventions, acted as spokesman for the ten
ants of his parish and supervised the building of Land League huts. In 
1884 he welcomed Michael Davitt to Drumkeerin.

In 1894, the Irish Agricultural Organization Society (I.A.O.S.) was 
founded by Sir Horace Plunkett. This was the umbrella organization 
for the various co-operative societies scattered throughout the country. 
These numbered eight hundred and seventy six in 1904. Fr. Stephen 
quickly realized the potential of the co-operative movement for areas 
like North Leitrim. He founded the Killasnett Co-operative Society, a 
venture which gave him immense satisfaction in his old age. In Decem
ber 1901 ' The Irish Homestead' the journal of the I.A.O.S. paid him a 
glowing tribute -

"Fr. Me Ternan, or to use the more familiar name by which alone he is 
known, not only in his parish, but through the length and breadth of Leitrim, 
and even Sligo-"Fr. Stephen"- has been a sturdy pioneer of every great move
ment for the betterment of the masses for well on to half a century... In the 
darkest hour for the society with which his name will be indissolubly connect
ed - "Fighting Killasnett" - his faith in its ultimate success never wavered. 
The first year's working of the Killasnett Creamery was a marked success. Its 
business is increasing rapidly and we venture to predict the present year's 
working will leave last year's long behind. And this, be it remembered, not 
withstanding that it is beleagured on all sides by a ring of proprietary cream
eries, owned by a well known and enterprising firm that spared no effort to 
induce it to hoist the white flag. But Fr. Stephen is never fully himself until he
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meets with difficulties; seconded by the indefatigable co-operator Sir J Gore- 
Booth, who has been unwearying in his assistance. The people's own cream
ery is carrying the day and breaking down all opposition. We may be allowed 
to congratulate it in having the guidance of one so fearless and disinterested. 
Men like Fr. Stephen are like beacon lights to others. Simple-minded and 
straightforward, they waste no time reckoning up the risks to their own repu
tations, but look alone to the chances of benefitting and advancing others. 
These, and these alone, ever accomplish anything"

The third great interest in Fr. Stephen's life was the Irish language 
and the movement for it's revival. He himself was almost certainly 
raised bilingually but unlike many of his time he never spurned the 
language of his parents. Soon after his arrival in Killasnett he organized 
Irish classes in the parish school, following this up with examinations 
in the language. In the summer of 1880 he invited M. F. Cox M.D. of 
Sligo, an Irish scholar, to conduct the examinations which also included 
Calligraphy tests. The competitions and an evening concert took place 
in the Church grounds. Mr. Gayer of the Sligo Champion and Mr O 
Hanlon of the Anglo - Celt were present and reported the day's events. 
The school children, under the direction of the local teacher Miss 
Maguire, entertained the huge crowd with songs in Irish and English, 
among which were Dr. Me Hale's translations into Irish of some of 
Moore's melodies, including ‘The Minstrel Boy', ' The Harp that once' 
and ' O Blame not the Bard'. The prizes for Calligraphy went to Brigid 
and John Gilroy. The examination in Irish was based on the pupils' abil
ity to translate into English extracts from Gill's 2nd Irish Book. The chil
dren who did best were: Kate Me Cann, Margaret Curry, Rose Ann 
Parke, Mary Devaney, Kate Rooney, Dorinda A. Fletcher, Brigid Gilroy, 
Rose Ann Kelly, Brigid Parke, Mary Me Cann, John Gilroy and Francis 
Rooney.

In recognition of his work in promoting Irish culture, Fr. Stephen 
was appointed a member of the Royal Irish Academy in 1884. The 
Sligo Champion in welcoming his appointment stated: -

"This institution which has on its roll of membership the names of so many 
distinguished men of letters, has not failed to recognize the unquestionable 
merit of our highly cultured reverend friend...We think we are safe in assum
ing that he will be found possessed of ample capabilities to contribute much 
that will be found of surpassing interest from the abounding lore of North 
Leitrim."

Fr. Stephen also encouraged poor, roving Irish-speaking men to stay

in the parish where they were maintained by him, presumably in order 
to establish communication between them and the old native speakers 
of the area. His support for the revival found practical expression also 
with his donation of £100 to the ' Council for the Preservation of the Irish 
Language' for the writing and publication of two essays in Irish on Irish 
literature. The ' Me Ternan Prize Essays', one on prose by An t-Athair 
Padraig 0 Duinnin, the well known lexicographer, and the other on 
poetry by Dr. Douglas Hyde, co- founder of the Gaelic League and 
later President of Ireland, were published in 1902.

In his will (1905), Fr. Stephen bequeathed a large sum of money to 
finance a major publication in Irish. He asked that:

“for the purpose of supplying an antidote against the many dangerous 
influences at work to injure the faith of the rising generation of Roman 
Catholics and in order to propagate and cherish a knowledge of the Irish lan
guage among the people of Ireland, I bequeath the sum of £2000 sterling to be 
expended as follows: - let an arrangement be made for the publication of the 
'Life of St. Patrick' by a Redemptorist, Irish and English on opposite pages: 
also the 'Short Catechism', Irish and English on opposite pages: also the old 
'Irish litany of the Blessed Virgin', Irish and English on opposite pages - these 
three bound and published in one volume in green cloth and letters of gold to 
be given to the Roman Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland to be dis
tributed by them in the various Diocesesand Archdioceses to the Roman 
Catholic children of primary schools provided that, children receiving the vol
ume gratis,I take the pledge against intoxicating drink and smoking tobacco." 
Fr. Stephen also stipulated that his books be formed into a library in 
Manorhamilton. Two months before his death he was appointed Vice- 
President of the Society for the Preservation of the Irish language.

On the fourth of April 1906 Fr. Stephen Me Ternan died. He had 
been healthy up to a few months before his death. Dr. James Carroll 
M. D. Dromahaire and Miss Riordan of the Nursing staff, St. Vincent's 
Hospital, Dublin, attended him during his last illness. Most Rev. Dr. 
Clancy, Bishop of Elphin, a personal friend of Fr. Stephen, attended the 
funeral Mass in Mullies Church. Votes of sympathy were passed by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Irish Langruage (proposed by Count 
Plunkett, seconded by J.J. Sweeney); by Swanlinbar branch of the Gael
ic League where his nephew Fr. Michael was curate and by Killasnett 
Co-operative Society in the names of R. E. Davis and William Keaney 
J.P. Chairman. At Mullies Church Fr. Stephen is interred in a vault 
which he had erected for himself sometime before his death. His broth
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er Owen who lived in the homeplace, survived him. Owen had held 
the office of President of the Land League in Killargue for a number of 
years. He had two sons, Rev. Michael Me Ternan and Bernard Me Ter- 
nan. Bernard was a noted cyclist in his young days. He later became 
an important public figure in Sligo being a member of the Corporation 
and the Board of Guardians. For years he was associated with the 'Sligo 
Champion' newspaper. In 1909 he launched his own paper 'The Sligo 
Nationalist and Leitrim Leader' He died aged fifty seven following a 
cycling accident at Carraroe, Sligo in May 1916.

The year after Fr. Stephen's death, Fr. Charles Comey C.C. Cloon- 
clare found some books and papers in St. Clare's hall, Manorhamilton, 
then a Classical school. These apparently had been left over from an 
auction of Fr. Stephen's belongings. Among the papers was an old 
copybook which contained a sketch of Fr. Stephen's own life. It is not 
known if this copybook still exists.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

O ROURKE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSOCIATIONS 
AND

THE DOMINICAN FARM

TheO Rourke patronage of the Church goes back at least to the time 
of the much maligned Dervorgilal and her husband Tigheaman O 
Rourke in the twelfth century. They were both associated with one of 

the most momentous ecclesiastical events of that era, namely the conse
cration of the first Cistercian monastery in Ireland - Mellifont Abbey, 
Co. Louth opened in 1157. The dedication was attended by huge num
bers from all over Ireland. Many Gaelic chieftains and their wives 
brought with them valuable offerings and gifts. Dervorgilla was partic
ularly generous. She presented a chalice of gold for the altar of Mary 
and a cloth for each of the nine other altars in the monastery. The reli
gious establishment at Clonmacnoise was also a beneficiary of Der- 
vorgilla's generosity. The beautiful Nuns' Chapel there, was built at her 
behest. Another striking building in the Clonmacnoise complex is the 
Round Tower of the O Rourkes. In 1172 Dervorgilla's husband Tig
heaman was treacherously killed by the Norman, Hugo de Lacy on the 
Hill of Tlachtgha, near Athboy, Co. Meath. His decapitated body and 
head were brought to Dublin and in accordance with the custom of the 
time the head was impaled on a gate-spike for public view. After his 
death Dervorgilla retired to the monastery at Mellifont where she died 
in 1193 aged eighty four.

The oldest religious foundation associated with the O Rourkes is
Fenagh Abbey which may date from as early as the fifth century. The 
famous bardic family 0 Rodacham (Redican, Roddy) were the heredi
tary guardians. In 1508 the building of the magnificent Creevelea 
Abbey at Dromahaire was commenced under the patronage of Mar
garet O Rourke. Three years later it was consecrated by Thomas Mac 
Bradaigh, bishop of Kilmorc. Margaret died in 1513. The "Annals of 
Connacht" say of her that "she was buried in the monastery which she her
self built to the honour of God and Saint Francis, namely the Monastery of 
Creevelea". Her husband died in 1528. Their son Brian Ballagh Mor in
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1526 commissioned one of the most famous of all the works of art asso
ciated with the family. This is the Shrine of St. Caillfn which is now in 
the Diocescan Museum, St. Mel's Cathedral, Longford. The shrine for a 
time was in the possession of Dr. Croke, Archbishop of Cashel.

In 1536 Creevelea Abbey was burned and one of the monks lost his 
life in the fire. In this same year the reformation legislation of Henry 
Vlll was introduced at a parliament in Dublin. The reformation ush
ered in a period of disruption in the Irish Church but there was no real 
persecution of those who remained loyal to Rome, until the reign of 
Henry Vlll's daughter Elizabeth I (1559 -1601). One of the most pub
licized executions was that of the Archbishop of Cashel Dermot O Hur
ley in June 1584 after he had been first subjected to barbarous torture.

In August 1579 two Breifne clerics were hanged at Kilmallock, Co. 
Limerick. One was Bishop Patrick O Healy, a Franciscan who was 
almost certainly educated in Creevelea and the other was Fr. Conn O 
Rourke, a son of Brian Ballach Mor mentioned above. The executions 
took place during what is known as the Desmond Rebellion - a vain 
attempt on the part of the Fitzgeralds of Munster to resist incursions 
into their territory. The 'Annals of the Four Masters' described the 
episode as follows:-

"the justiciary ofErinn apprehended them and they were both hanged to 
the profanation of God and man, and it was a pitiable, thing to put an hon
ourable, most pious bishop and a friar minor of noble blood to death in unbe
coming manner. But God performed a plain, manifest miracle on the justicia
ry, i.e. a burning attacked his head the day these two were hanged, and this 
burning did not leave him until he died of it in the course of a short time".

Bishop O Healy and Fr. O Rourke had travelled together from 
France and after landing in Kerry, they made their way, to the Earl of 
Desmond's castle at Askeaton. The Earl's daughter was a sister-in-law 
of Fr. O Rourke. After three days, they started on their long journey for 
Breifne. While passing through Limerick they were arrested by the 
Mayor James Gould. The Lard Justice Sir William Drury, formerly the 
President of Munster, passed sentence of death on or about 13th 
August 1579. Drury himself died on October 3rd some seven weeks 
later. In 1591, Fr. Conn's brother Brian Na Murtha, the Chieftain was 
executed at the Marble Arch, London for giving assistance to the 
Spaniards who had been shipwrecked off the Sligo coast in 1588. Fur
ther disruption in religious affairs followed during the Nine Years war 
1592 - 1601 and Creevelea Abbey was taken over for a time by Sir
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Richard Bingham, Governor of Connacht. The O Rourke Chieftain dur
ing this time was the Oxford educated son of Brian na Murtha, Brian 
Og. He died aged thirty five in January 1604 at the Abbey of Rosserilly, 
Co. Galway. His half brother Tadhg died the following year, possibly 
poisoned by an English agent. Tadhg's wife was a generous benefac
tress of the Church. She was Maire O Donnell, sister of the great Red 
Hugh. In 1619 she presented a silver chalice to Creevelea Abbey in 
memory of her husband who was buried there. This chalice is now 
known as The Butlersbridge Chalice. Maire was known as the Lady O 
Rourke and she was granted an estate in 1631 of sixteen hundred acres 
of arable land and three thousand four hundred and eleven acres of 
wood and bog in the Glenboy area, Manorhamilton. She died in 1662. 
Another Maire O Rourke (nee Maguire) wife of Brian Og (son of Brian 
na Murtha) also commissioned a chalice and paten. These she present
ed to the Franciscans of Donegal Abbey in 1633. This chalice and paten 
are now in St. Patrick's Redemptorist Monastery, Quebec, Canada. The 
chalice inscription is in Irish. It reads:-

" Maire Inghean Nic Guidhir (Cuconnacht) Bean Ut Ruairc (Brian Og) 
do chuir a chailis seo do da denamh le na h-anam do Braithribh Duin na

nGall. Aois Chr 1633"

Maire O Rourke received a grant of land in Lisfuiltaghan, near Drum- 
keerin. Her son Con O Rourke held lands at Moderagh, also in the 
same area.

BISHOP THADY O ROURKE (1659 - 1735 )

Thady O Rourke was consecrated Bishop of Killala at a time when 
the Penal Laws forced many of the clergy to take refuge in friendly 
houses and to move in disguise from place to place. He was son of 
Brian Ballach Og O Rourke. A grand nephew of Brian na Murtha, Brian 
Ballach Og, with his brother Con had been a prisoner of Sir Frederick 
Hamilton. Con was executed but Brian escaped this fate. In 1641 he 
had an estate of three hundred and eight acres of arable land and one 
thousand and fourteen acres of mountain at Cleenlogh and Corderry in 
the present parish of Killargue. Cleenlough was the old Gaelic name 
for Belhavel lake. In 1653, Brian Ballach lived in the townland of Cor-

Bishop Thady’s Pectoral Cross and Ring

nalaughta, in the present parish of Drumlease. Later he and his family 
moved to Killasser parish in east Mayo. His elder brother, Owen had 
an estate in the neighbouring parish of Kilmacteigue, Co. Sligo. The 
future bishop became a Franciscan friar at Meelick Abbey, Co. Galway. 
He went to Europe where he was chaplain to Prince Eugene of Savoy. 
In 1707 he was consecrated Bishop of Killala in Newgate Prison, 
Dublin by the Bishop of Dromore (then a prisoner), assisted by the 
Archbishop Elect of Dublin and the Archdeacon of Armagh. Despite 
the activities of government spies he managed to live comparatively 
unmolested under various pseudonyms in different parts of Connacht 
until his death at the age of seventy six on March 13th, 1735. He is 
buried in Creevelea Abbey, Dromahaire, where his tombstone can still 
be seen. Bishop O Rourke's brother was Captain Tiernan O Rourke 
who had a distinguished career as a soldier on the continent. Captain 
Tiernan's daughter Maire was the mother of the famous antiquarian 
and historian Charles O Connor and his sister was wife of the brilliant
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Sligo lawyer Terence Me Donagh. Another O Rourke, Brian, who 
received his training as a priest at Alcala, Spain was appointed Bishop 
of Killala in 1740.

In 1722, Bishop Thady presented a silver chalice to Creevelea Abbey. 
It bears the following inscription:

"Pray for the most illustrious and most reverend Lord Thaddeus O 
Rourke, Bishop of Killala, who caused me to be made for the Convent of St.

Patrick's Rock in the year 1722."

This chalice along with Bishop Thady's ring, pectoral cross and vest
ments are preserved in Clonalis House, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon.

There is one O Ruairc listed as a Bishop of Kilmore. He was Simon O 
Ruairc who died in 1285.

The Monks of Creevelea left Dromahaire sometime in the first half of 
the eighteenth century. Thereafter they ministered to the people in 
New Creevelea, now in the parish of Innishmagrath. Tradition has it 
that their place of abode was in the townland of Altavra. Some friars 
also went to the parish of Ballinaglera.

THE FRIARS’FARM

The holding known as the Friars' Farm was not associated in any 
way with Creevelea Abbey. In fact the friars were members of the 
Dominican Order who leased a farm in the Greenaun area in the 1850s. 
This property was originally leased from the Lane-Fox estate by 
Thomas Kemaghan who built the Cornmill at Dromahaire in 1843. The 
farm was in two portions - two hundred and fifty acres in the town- 
lands of Greenaun North and South, Mullagh, Shriff and Stonepark 
and a second farm of eighty acres in Greenaun South and Stonepark. 
Kemaghan would seem to have encountered severe financial difficul
ties and sometime shortly before 1850, Dominic Henry, spirit merchant, 
grocer and ironmonger, Sligo took up the lease. Henry let some of the 
land in grazing 1850-1851 to the following farmers - Robert Carney, 
William Keaney, Michael Me. Hugh, Pat Me Daniel, Lacky Travers, Pat 
Me Goldrick, Pat Timoney, James Keaney, John Banks, Martin Me 
Daniel, Michael Beirne, Pat Me Daniel, John Mullen, Thomas Me 
Daniel, John Beirne, Bartley Me Sharry and Michael Travers.

On the departure of Dominic Henry to the United States around 
1852 the lease was taken up by the Dominican Friars. At this time Fr 
Goodman was Prior in Sligo. It was he who built the Church and Friary 
in High Street before Famine times. The Dominicans drained, planted 
and farmed the land in a most efficient manner, greatly increasing its 
value. They built a brick kiln which provided material for many houses 
in Sligo.

When the Dominicans took over the farm the old tenants remained 
with the exception of Mrs. Nelson, a widow and in addition the follow
ing acquired plots - Michael Muldoon, Catherine Timoney, T Gal
lagher, Owen Me Partland, Bartley Foley and Bartley Me Sharry - the 
latter taking Nelson's holding. The usual rent was £10 per acre most of 
which was paid in labour. In many cases the rent remained unpaid for 
years. Consequently the holding became unviable. Fr John Towers, 
Provincial noted in his Visitation Book, 11th May 1881 - “no profit from 
farm, eggs and butter only." Four years later he wrote "it would be well to 
sell the farm - loss last year £90/0/5." The Dominicans relinquished the 
lease in 1885/86 and it was taken up by Rev James P. Taheny, a priest 
who had returned from Pittsburgh. Fr Taheny's parents had been care
takers of the farm during the Dominicans' time there. He built a wood
en bungalow on the opposite side of the present stables for his parents. 
This building was known as Greenaun Cottage. Late in 1886 Patrick 
Taheny is mentioned in the Sligo Champion for supplying the roof 
timber and thatch for a new house for Charles Cullen who had been 
evicted. The property was sold by public auction and the lease hold 
was bought by Wilton Vaugh in 1898 for the sum of £333. The property 
later passed to Mr. Vaugh's daughter, Mrs White of Greenaun.

Rev. James P Taheny was pastor in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. On 
one occasion when he came home on sick leave to Greenaun Cottage, 
he erected the fine memorial in Creevalea Abbey to his mother Cecelia 
who died on the 30th July 1895 aged ninety three and to his father 
Patrick who died on the 14th January 1896 aged ninety six years. Fr. 
Taheny had an allowance from the Pittsburgh diocese but the author
ities discontinued it, whereupon Fr Taheny returned to the diocese. He 
died as the result of an accident and is interred in Pittsburgh.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS

DRUMLEASE

The old Drumlease National School in the townland of the same 
name, which Fr. Cormac Me Sharry found unsuitable for the chil
dren of Dromahaire, was replaced by him shortly before he died. The 

nine hundred year lease at Id per annum for the new school, dated 
24th January 1900, was between James Richard Lane-Fox, Lessor and 
Most Rev. Edward Me Gennis, Bishop of Kilmore, Rev. Cormac Me 
Sharry P.P and Rev. Terence Connolly C.C. (trustees). On the Western 
side of the school plot there was another plot of ground on which it 
was intended at one time to erect a teacher's residence. In 1959 an 
Improvement Scheme was drawn up by the Education Authorities in 
conjunction with the Board of Works. This entailed the taking in of the 
western plot as an extension to the school site The new building - the 
third Drumlease school - was opened in 1969.

James Me Gowan N.T. taught in the first two Drumlease National
School. Son of John Me Gowan N.T. of Lisaneena National School, he 
was born in the townland of Lisaneena, Collooney in 1861. At the age 
of eighteen he was appointed principal of Kilcoosey National School. 
Some years later he underwent a year's training course in St Patrick's 
Training College, Dublin. Shortly after he was appointed principal of 
old Drumlease National School. When this building was considered 
unsuitable he transferred to Fr. Me Sharry's new school. His son-in-law, 
Paddy Downey was the first principal in the present building. All dur
ing his adult life, James Me Govern took a keen interest in Union 
affairs. For many years he was a member of the Central Executive of 
the Irish National Teachers Organization and in 1909 he became it's 
president. When the general secretary-ship of the Union became vacant 
there was a closely fought contest for the post between him and T. J. O 
Connell, a contest which was won by the latter. For many years Me 
Gowan was secretary of the local creamery. He replaced a man named 
Pagnum who left the district shortly after a fire damaged the building.
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His knowledge of creameries kindled in Me Gowan a keen interest in 
the affairs of the small milk-producing farmers of the district whom he 
endeavoured to educate through the columns of the local newspapers 
under the pen-name "Lux".

In 1927 he contested the General Election as an independent candi
date and succeeded in obtaining nearly half a quota.

Of his thirteen children, five embraced the religious life, of these one 
became a Vincentian priest while the four others became nuns. One of 
them was later appointed Mother-General of the twenty seven Domini
can schools in the Union of South Africa.

James Me Gowan died in the Post Office, Dromahaire (of which his 
wife had been post-mistress for some years) and was laid to rest in the 
grounds of Creevelea Abbey in September 1932.

Past teachers of Drumlease National School include Mr G Mullhol- 
land, Mr Dillon, Mr P O Hara, Mrs Me Dyer. Enrolment in 1912 was 
123. Present enrolment is 157.

Back Row:Maureen Me Sharry, Mary Teresa Me Partland, Winnie Devaney, Kathleen Me 
Qua id, Margaret Me Sharry Kathleen Egan.
Next Row: Thomas Me Gowan, F. Curley, Pat Mullen, Hugh Flynn, Patrick Me Coldrick, Phil 
Me Coldrick, Packie Flynn, Paddy Me Cowan, Gerald Harrigan , Pat Devaney.
Next Row Evelyn Me Hugh, Eileen Flynn, Pauline Me Teman, Kathleen Fowley, E Tamplin, 
Rita O Brien, Winnie Kelly, Philomena Foster, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Me Coldrick, Front I 
Row:Vincent Me Carry, Ian Tamplin,Brendan Me Morrow, Aidie McArdle, Michael McGarry, L 
Michael F Me Sharry, Vincent Me Teman, Frank Me Teman, Eustace lambe,Gerry Madden.
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Drumlease N.S.
Photo icludes James & John Creed, Tony Downey, Carmel Stanford, 
Rory Lambe, Mgt Me Portland, Brian Corcoran, Joyce Me Teman.

Drumlease old National School
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KILCOOSEY N.S

This school was erected in 1913 by Fr. Peter Galligan. It was not 
opened however until 19th April 1915 due to the opposition of some 
parents who wished their children to continue in the old school (now 
the site of Eugene and Martina O Neills house). Enrolment in Kil- 
coosey old school, 1912 was fifty eight pupils. In 1815 the principal was 
Patrick Gordon with Miss Winifred Me Dermott, assistant. Paddy 
Downey replaced Mr Gordon as principal in 1930 and remained until 
1941 when he left to become principal of Ballintogher N.S. During this 
time there were two assistants - Mrs Winifred Carney (nee Me Der
mott) and later Miss Margaret Me Ternan who came in May 1934. 
Other teachers in Kilcoosey were Seamus Mac Ardle, Thomas Gaffney, 
Frank Cunningham, Maire Brennan,Evelyn Mulhooley, Celine Cooper 
and Anne Devlin.

GORTNASKEAGH N.S.

The original lease is dated 16th October 1912 between Rev. Peter 
Galligan P.P. and Michael Smith both grantors to the following dioce
san trustees - Dr. Finegan, Bishop of Kilmore, Rev Thomas O Keefe 
C.C. and Rev. Peter Galligan P.P. It was a nine-hundred year lease at 
Id per annum. In 1958 a reconstruction scheme was completed at Gort- 
naskeagh school at a cost of about £900.

MONEYDUFFN.S

This school was erected in 1865. In 1912 there were forty six on the 
roll. In 1958 it was amalgamated with Newtownmanor. In 1948 the 
teachers were Mrs. O Hara and Mr. W O Brien.

SCOIL NAOMH MHUIRE LEACAN

This school was erected in 1958 on a plot of land purchased from 
Hugh O Connor, Magurk. Its first teachers were Seamus Cullen and 
Rose Dunleavy. One of the best known teachers in the old Newtown
manor school was Mr. P. Nelson. He began his teaching career in 1911 
and retired in 1958. He died in 1972. A Mr. Clancy taught in the Manor 
before Mr Nelson.
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Newtownmanor N. S. 1925 with Master Nelson

DROMAHAIRE CHURCH OF IRELAND N.S.

The date of the existing building is 1913. The registers go back to 
1872 however. The teacher in 1948 was Mrs Kelly. It closed in 1972.

KILLARGUE
This School was built in 1956. In 1972 it was amalgamated with 

Drumlease. It is now Killargue Community Centre. Old Killargue 
School beside the Catholic Church was built in 1898. There was an 
older school on the same site from at least 1857.

CORDERRY
A new school was built here in 1962 replacing Drumkeel school. 

Drumkeel's teachers in 1948 were Thomas Sweeney and Mrs B Whe
lan. Corderry closed in 1972.

LUGNASKEEHAN
Lugnaskeehan was amalgamated with Killargue in 1965. There were 

twenty nine on the role in 1936. Past teachers include Terence Me Gov
ern, Terence Me Govern's father, Doreen Brennan, Marion Hever and 
Mrs Clinton.
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Dromahaire:

Ftvemilebourne

Doonkelly:

Doonconnor:

CONAGHILL:

NATIONAL REPORT ON SCHOOLS 1826 
There were nine schools, all one-teacher establishments in Drum-

lease parish in 1826. They were:
Drumlease School: Described as a building of stone and lime, had

as its teacher Thomas Armstrong, a Catholic.
Ailice St, Dromailaire: This school was described as a thatched cot

tage. The teacher was Sarah Wilson, a Protes
tant.

Newtown School: was in the parish of Carrickfad with teacher
Jane Lee, a Protestant.
described as a cabin in ruins, The teacher was 
Francis Gallagher, a Catholic, 
was presided over by Martin Devaney, a 
Catholic.
was a 'miserable cabin'. Charles Me Teman, a 
Catholic, was teacher.
was a 'ruinous cabin'. Thomas Me Loughlin 
was teacher.
James Me Mony, a Catholi,c taught here.

For the same year 1826, there were seven schools listed for Killargue. 
Derrinatawny was 'a very poor cabin' built by William Ache

son. The teacher was John Scott, a Protestant.
Gurteen: James Forbes, a Protestant was the teacher
Drum keel: described as a cabin with Michael Foley, a

Catholic teacher.
Altavra: 'This was barn.' Thomas Gallagher, a Catholic

taught here.
Killargue: Classes were held in the Catholic Church.

Michael Gallagher, a Catholic, was teacher.
Leamascally: Brian Me Carrick, a Catholic taught here.
Lugnaskeehan School was in the townland of Gortermone with John

Duncan, a Protestant teacher. The building 
was described as a 'wretched hovel'

In another report published in 1835 Killargue had eight schools.
There were divided into five Day schools and three Hedgeschools. The 
teachers in the Day schools were J. Forbes, J. Me Teman, M. Scott, J. 
Scott and B. Me Morrow. The Hedge school teachers were P. Mitchell, J. 
Daly and T. Ferguson.

CHAPTER NINE

PARISH PRIESTS OF DRUMLEASE

Andrew O Cridigan 1488
Malachy Travers 1448 -1450
Donogh O Cridigan 1450 -1466
Tiernan Travers 1466
Bartholomew O Meehan
(D. & Rosinver) 1505
Patrick Currin -1704-
Charles Mac Hugh
(D. & Killargue) 1750-1753
James Clarke (do.) -1769-
Stephen Donnelly
Thomas Forde -1822-1835
Patrick O Reilly 1835 -1836
Thomas Mac Keon 1836-1854
Philip Fay 1854 -1859
Michael Clancy 1859 -1866
James Connolly 1866-1880
Cormac Mac Sharry 1880-1904
Peter Galligan 1904 -1926
Charles Comey 1926 -1933
John F. Mac Keon 1933 - 1949
Patrick O Reilly 1950-1953
Owen F. Traynor 1953-1969
Hugh Mac Grail 1969 -1988
Patrick F. Young 1988
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ANDREW O CRIDIGAN : DIED 1448
The O Cridigans were the termoners or erenaghs of Drumlease. This 
meant that they had special responsibility for the church and sanctuary 
lands in the Parish.

MALACHY TRAVERS 1448 -1450
The Travers (family of 0 Treabhair) were erenaghs of Killargue ( see 
Killargue Parish Priests)

DONAGH O CRIDIGAN 1450 -1466.
It is interesting to note that a Donagh O Cridigan was one of the jury 
appointed in 1585 in preparation for the new settlement of" O Rourkes 
Country" part of the proposed plan for the province known as "The 
Composition of Connaght"

TIERNAN TRAVERS 1466 — see Killargue.

BARTHOLOMEW O MEEHAN 1505
He was parish priest of Drumlease/Rossinver. His term in Drumlease 
coincides with the foundation of Creevelea Abbey (dedicated 1512). 
The O Meehans were erenaghs in Rossinver Parish giving their name 
to Ballaghameehan. The ancient church in Nure Townland, present 
parish of Killasnett, was once known as Killymeehan which possibly 
means Cill Ui Miochain - the O Meehan church.

PATRICK CURRIN Bom 1653 - died c. 1735
Although this priest’s name as given in the 1704 Kilmore Clergy list as 
'Currin' there is some evidence to suggest that in fact he was Fr. 
Padraig O Cumeen, one of the best known Gaelic poets of the time. He 
was ordained priest in 1683, by Most Rev. Dr. Thady Keogh at Carrigin, 
near Headford, Co. Galway. His two sureties, in accordance with Penal 
legislation were Thady Roddy of Crossfield, near Fenagh Co. Leitrim 
and John Me Keon of Cornamucklagh. Fr Currin ( or " O Cumeen'?) 
resided in the townland of Conaghill, south east of Dromahaire.

It is interesting to note that Fr. O Curneen addressed a poem to the 
above-mentioned Thady Roddy of Crossfield. He addressed other 
pieces to : Thady O Rourke, Bishop of Killala; Isabella Me Donagh of

the famous Ballindoon family; Hugh O Donnell, of Larkfield, 
Manorhamilton and to Charles O Connor, the well-known antiquarian 
of Bellanagare, Co. Roscommon. This latter poem was written in 1725. 
Another poem of O Curneen, dedicated to the O Connors is dated 
1734. If Patrick Currin and Padraig O Cumeen are the same person, he 
was eighty one years of age in 1734.

This priest’s father may have been Coman 0 Cumeen of Co. Sligo, 
who in 1700 sold a manuscript, now in Trinity College, Dublin to 
Edward Lhuyd, the Welsh antiquarian.

CHARLES MC HUGH 1750 -1753
Fr. Me Hugh was Parish Priest of Drumlease/Killargue. He was edu
cated in the college of Alcala de Henares near Madrid. In 1753 he was 
one of ten Kilmore priests who signed a postulation for the appoint
ment of Fr. Francis Maguire O.F.M. to the vacant bishopric of Kilmore. 
Fr. Maguire was not appointed however. The new bishop Most Rev. Dr. 
Campbell was consecrated on April 3rd. 1753

JAMES CLARKE -1769-
He like his predecessor was pastor of Drumlease/ Killargue.

FR.MC.CABE -1780-
There is a tradition in Drumlease that a priest of this name ministered 
in the parish sometime between 1750 and 1800. His horizontal tomb
stone lay in Carraig a' Teampaill graveyard North East of the present 
entrance. It's inscription stated that it had been erected by the Protes
tants and Catholics of Drumlease. The tombstone is not there now.

STEPHEN DONNELLY -1815-
Fr Donnelly was born cl788 in Tullynaskea, Kilmainhamwood. The 
dates of his term in Drumlease are uncertain. He was P.P Denn around 
1821. He retired in 1828.

THOMAS FORDE -1833-1835
Fr. Forde was bom 1787 and ordained in Kilkenny c.1813. He was C.C. 
in Carrigallen and P.P Drumlease c. 1822. In 1835 he succeeded Fr. Tom 
Maguire as P.P Innishmagrath where he died 14th May 1853. Fr. Forde 
built St.Mary's Church, Newtownmanor in 1825.
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PATRICK O REILLY. 1835 -1836
Fr. O Reilly was ordained in 1831. He was appointed C.C Drumkeerin 
in 1831 and then P.P. Drumlease 1836 where he died 30th April 1854.

PHILIP FOY. 1854 - 1859
Fr. Foy was born in 1814. After his ordination in Maynooth in 1839 he 
was appointed C.C in Glenfarne 1839, where he spent a short time 
before being transferred to Kilmore in the same year. In 1834 he was 
appointed C.C. Shercock. In 1854 he became P.P. Drumlease where he 
died 5th July 1859. He is believed to have kept parish registers in 
Drumlease but these have not survived. There are two traditions why 
this is so:

(a) Fr. Foys early death, at the age of forty five was the result of a 
severe fever. The registers were burned as a consequence.

(b) His sister Susan, retained his effects, including the registers, in 
her possession. They were subsequently lost.
Fr. Foy lived in the townland of Comalaghta. His attempts to secure a 
site for a Catholic Church in Dromahaire were unsuccessful.

MICHAEL CLANCY 1859 -1866
Fr. Clancy was remembered as a "tall, slender man, in every way a 
gentleman". The earliest extant parochial record for Drumlease was 
begun by him in 1859. Bom in Sradrinan, Cloonclare c. 1813 he was son 
of Felim and grandson of Peadar Clancy. Ordained in Maynooth in 
1844, he was C.C. Drumkeerin 1865, Glenfarne 1859. He was trans
ferred to Kinlough 1866 where he died 4th April 1867. The first baptiz- 
mal entry in Fr. Michael's register is on the 21st. May 1859 and the first 
marriage recorded was on September 15th 1859.

JAMES CONNOLLY 1866 -1880
Fr. Connolly was bom in Cloonty, Glenade in 1814. Ordained in Paris 
1847 he was C.C. Drumlease 1848; Killasnett 1852; Killargue 1861. He 
was appointed P.P Drumlease 1866 where he died 17th June 1880. The 
panegyric at his funeral was preached by Rev. John Maguire, P.P. V.G. 
He said" I knew him for thirty three years. Some of you remember in 
the years of the famine when it was no discredit to say a priest was poor 
and his means scarce enough for his own support- well I knew the dear 
priest, who is gone, to support a whole family exclusively out of his 
small means" Fr. Connolly is buried in St. Mary's Newtownmanor.

CORMAC MC SHARRY 1880 -1904.

PETER GALLIGAN 1904 -1926.
Fr. Galligan was bom in Carrickbawn, Crosserlough, Co Cavan c. 1858, 
son of Bartley Galligan and Mary Campbell. Ordained in Maynooth in 
1882 he was appointed C.C. Killinagh 1882; Belturbet 1891; Killeshan- 
dra 1893; Mullaghl897. He became P.P. Drumlease 1904 where he died 
28th January 1926. He is remembered as "a very gentle, kind man."

Fr. Galligan was a friend of the poet William Butler Yeats whom he 
entertained a number of times in the Parochial House. There is a strong 
tradition that Yeats wrote the poem ' The Ballad of Peter Gilligan ' in 
honour of the Drumlease Parish Priest making a slight alteration in the 
name from Galligan to Gilligan. However the poem is not based on 
any event in Fr Galligans' life. In fact it concerns an incident in the life 
of Archdeacon John Me Dermott, a renowned confessor of the Diocese 
of Elphin.

His obituary notice in the Sligo Champion described Fr Galligan as a 
brilliant Maynooth student, who had travelled extensively in Europe, 
Australia and New Zealand. After his death there were found among 
his writings several articles on religious subjects " especially one on 
devotion to the Sacred Heart which in addition to its devotional excel
lence is a masterpiece of English literature."

CHARLES COMEY 1926 -1933
Fr. Comey was born 1871, son of Martin Comey and Mary Me Cabe of 
Corratinner, Killinkere. After his ordination in Rome 1897 he taught in 
St. Patrick's College, Cavan until 1904 when he was appointed C.C. Kil 
sherdany from where he was transferred to Manorhamilton 1907; 
Castlerahan 1913. His first appointment as P.P. was to Killasnett (1921 - 
1926). On the death of Fr. Galligan he became P.P Drumlease where he 
remained until 1933. He was transferred to Knockninny where he died 
in 1937.

JOHN F. MC.KEON 1933 -1949
Fr. Me Keon, born in 1883 was son of Thomas Me. Keon and Rose Me 
Cabe, Kilmore, Ballinaglera.After ordination in Maynooth 1907 he was 
appointed C.C. Laragh 1907; Ballaghameehan 1908; Cavan 1917; St 
Patrick's College, Cavan 1919. He was appointed P.P. Drumlease 1933 
where he died on lst.April 1949.
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PATRICK O REILLY: 1950 -1953
Fr. O Reilly was a native of Milltown, Drumlane. He was born in 1894, 
son of Philip O Reilly and Many Anne Fitzpatrick. After his ordination 
in Maynooth 1920 he was appointed C.C.Ballyhaise 1920; Knockbride 
1927; Swanlinbar 1934 and Arva 1941. He was P.P. Drumlease 1950 - 
1953. his next parish was Templeport (1953 to 1975) where he died.

OWEN E TRAYNOR PHD. 1953 -1969
Fr. Traynor was born 1897 in Termon, Killlkere, son of Owen Traynor 
and Anne Maguire. He was ordained in Salamanca, 1923. He minis
tered in Birmingham 1923 - 1927, and then was appointed C.C. Cor- 
lough 1927; Diocesan Inspector 1930; C.C. Killasnett 1940; Redhills 
1944.

He was P.P. Drumlease 1953 -1969. He was then transferred as P.P. to 
Mullagh where he died 8th November 1988.

HUGH MC GRAIL 1969 -1988
Hugh Me. Grail was son of Patrick J Me Grail and Ellen K Davitt of Lis- 
foltighan in the parish of Innishmagrath. Bom in 1909 he was ordained 
in Maynooth 1937. His first two appointments were to parishes in Eng
land: Brentwood 1937 and Birmingham 1940. He was appointed C.C. 
Drumreilly Lower 1943; Cavan 1945; Glenade 1949; Dooballyl950; Der- 
rylin 1945; P.P. Killesher 1958 and P.P. Dromahaire-Killargue 1969 
where he ministered until his death on the 18th April 1988.

PATRICK F. YOUNG 1988

4

The present Parish Priest Fr. 
Young was born 1932, son of 
John Young and Brigid Plun
kett, Billis, Umey and Annagel- 
liff. Ordained in 1957 he first 
ministered in Birmingham 1957 
- 1959. He was appointed CC. 
Corlough 1959; Carrigallen 
1963; Glenfarne 1975; Sher- 
cock;1982 and became P.P. Kil- 
largue-Dromahaire 1988.
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Shriff Cottage

CHAPTER TEN

DRUMLEASE CURATES

Old Parochial House, Dromahaire.

James Me Gowan 1801 -
James Connolly 1848 -1852
John Gaffney 1856 -1857
Patrick Brady 1871 -1875
Edward Lynch 1876-1879
Patrick Cooke 1879 -1880
Hugh Me Manus 1880 -1881
Patrick Me Loughlin 1881 -1882
Martin Smith 1882
Michael O Rourke 1882-1888
Matthew F. Kane 1888 -1891
Michael Me Teman 1891 -1895
Terence Connolly 1895 -1901
Patrick V. Mallon 1901 -1902
James Connolly (Clogher) 1902 -1904
Thomas A. O Keeffe 1904-1912
Edward MacCauley (R.) 1907-1908
Matthew Dolan 1912-1914
Francis Prior 1914 -1927
Bernard O Reilly 1927 -1936
John F. Mullen 1936-1946
Patrick A. Fay 1946 -1950
Patrick M. Gilbride 1948 - 1955
Eugene B. Dowd 1955-1961
Desmond Flynn 1961 -1965
Michael Cooke 1965 -1968
Felim Kelly 1968 -1969
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DRUMLEASE CURATES

JAMES MC GOWAN - 1801
He was a Franciscan.

JAMES CONNOLLY: 1848-1852
(see parish priests of Drumlease). He lodged in Master O Hara's house 
in Newtown Manor. His niece was his housekeeper. She later married 
Bill Darcy. He had a brother Terence who retained the family home in 
Cloonty, Ballintrillick.

JOHN GAFFNEY: 1856-1857
He was bom in the parish of Denn. He was ordained in 1848. Appoint
ed P.P. Killargue 1866, he died there in 1880.

PATRICK BRADY: 1871-1875
He was bom 1840 in the parish of Denn. Drumlease was his first curacy 
after his ordination in Maynooth 1871. He died P.P. Killinagh 17th 
August 1902. He was a very tall man.

EDWARD LYNCH: 1876-1879
He is rememberd in Drumlease as the first priest to have a bicycle. He 
was bom 1850 in the parish of Umey and Annagelliff. After ordination 
in Maynooth 1876 he was appointed C.C. Drumlease. He died in Bray, 
Co. Wicklow in 1893.

PATRICK COOKE: 1879-1880
He was a small stout man, slightly lame, the result of an accident in 
Drumlease. Born near Bailieboro in 1832 he was ordained in Rome in 
1868. His first curacy was Innishmagrath. During his term there St. 
Bridget's Catholic Church was built. He was described as a determined 
dynamic man. From 1880 to 1889 he was C.C. in Killasnett. During this 
time he lodged in the house of John Devaney, Mulcan, Glencar. John 
Devaney's son Tom was his driver. He erected Glencar National School 
on the site of the church that continued in use until the erection of the 
present one, 1846. Fr. Cooke died C.C. Ballaghameehan 1892.

HUGH MC MANUS: 1880-1881
He was born in 1849 in the parish of Carrigallen. After his ordination 
in Maynooth 1873 he was C.C. Glenfarne (1873), Killinagh 1877 and 
Drumlease 1880. He died on Thursday, 31st March 1880 from injuries 
he received the previous day. The following account comes from the 
Sligo Champion - "As the Rev. Hugh Me Manus C.C. Drumlease was rid
ing down the town today (Wednesday) his pony bolted suddenly and threw 
back her rider to the ground, inflicting a deep wound on the head which is 
believed to be mortal... Drs. Hamilton attended with his usual promptitude... 
Dr. Me Dowell and Moloney were also in attendance... A later account brings 
to us the sad news that this most estimable young clergyman succumbed to his 
injuries, and departed this life at 11 a.m. on Thursday". Fr. Me Manus was 
buried in Newtownmanor Church on Saturday April 2nd 1881. The 
requiem mass for the repose of his soul was celebrated by Rev. Patrick 
Cooke C.C. his predecessor in Drumlease. Recently, the present P.P. Fr. 
Patsy Young erected a tablet in honour of the memory of Fr. Me Manus.

The exact circumstances of Fr. McManus's death are obscure. 
Although, his memory still lives in the Dromahaire area, the accounts 
of his tragic death vary.

PATRICK MC LOUGHLIN: 1881-1882
He was born in Ardmoneen, Cloonclare in 1854. Drumlease was his 
first appointment after ordination in Maynooth 1881. After terms in 
Manorhamilton and Killasnett he died P.P. Glenade 1909.

MARTIN SMITH: 1882
He was a few months in Drumlease. Bom c. 1855 he was ordained in
1881. He died P.P. Drumreilly Upper 1910.

MICHAEL O ROURKE: 1882-1888
Bom 1855 in the parish of Carrigallen he was ordained in Maynooth in
1882. He died aged 44 years C.C. Drumkeerin on July 9th 1899. He is 
buried in the family burial plot in Drumeela. Fr. O Rourke was a grand 
nephew of Bishop James Magauran of Ardagh and uncle of Archdea
con Michael Dolan of Manorhamilton.

MATHEW KANE: 1888-1891
Born in Askill, Kinlough in 1856, he was ordained in 1886. He died P.P. 
Knockbride 1927.
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MICHAEL MC TERNAN: 1891-1895
He was bom in 1866 son of Owen Me Terman (brother of Fr. Stephen 
Me Ternan) and Mary Me Morrow, Sheskin, Killargue. After ordination 
in Maynooth 1890 he served as curate in Drumlease, Ballinaglera, 
Drumreilly Lower, Kildallan, Templeport, Swanlinbar, Innishmagrath, 
Killasnett before being appointed P.P. Glenade where he died on 19th 
December 1926.

TERENCE CONNOLLY: 1895-1901
He was born 1864 in Buckode, Kinlough. Son of Daniel Connolly, a 
teacher, and Margaret Clancy he was ordained in Maynooth 1891. He 
was C.C. Castletara, Drung, Drumlease, Drumkeerin, Manorhamilton, 
Belturbet and Ballintemple before departing to the United States. Fr. 
Connolly was involved in a controversy with P.A. Me Hugh of the 
Sligo Champion. Me Hugh had written a couple of articles directed 
against Fr. Connolly and Fr. Thomas Me Gauran P.P. Ballinaglera 1896- 
1902. In the course of a letter to the Sligo Champion in October 1898 Fr. 
Connolly stated that "it is difficult to treat seriously a political adventurer 
who can turn like a lightening artist from journalistic priest-hunter in North 
Leitrim to pose as a Defender of the faith in Sligo... I will not carry on a dis
cussion with an opponent when we cannot enter the combat equally armed. 
Unlike you, 1 should be hampered by the obligations of the 8th Commandment 
and besides, I recognise your notable proficiency in the congenial if not fine 
art of mud throwing". Fr. Connolly was supported by another letter to 
the Sligo Champion signed by the Parish Priests of Ballinaglera and 
Killenummery and by the curates of North Leitrim. However this letter 
was not signed by the other parish priests of the Deanery.

PATRICK V. MALLON: 1901-1902
Bom in parish of Killann, he was ordained in Maynooth 1900. He died 

P.P. in Kinawley 1944.

JAMES CONNOLLY: 1902-1904
He was loaned from Clogher diocese.

THOMAS A. O KEEFE: 1904-1912
He was responsible for building the hall in Newtownmanor. Born in 
1878 his first curacy was Drumlease after ordination in Maynooth 1904.

He was appointed C.C. Mullagh 1912 and C.C. Cliffema 1918 where he 
died 16th July 1925.

Thomas A O Keefe.

EDWARD MC CAULEY: 1907-1908
He was appointed reader in Drumlease. Bom 1882 in parish of Kilsher- 
dany. After his ordination in Carlow in 1907 he was appointed to 
Drumlease. He died P.P. Mullagh 1965.

MATTHEW DOLAN: 1912-1914
Born 1886 of John Dolan and Bridget Fitzpatrick, Main Street, 
Manorhamilton, he was ordained 1912. He was brother of Charles 
Dolan who unsuccessfully contested the 1908 North Leitrim by-elec
tion for Sinn Fein, and of James N. Dolan, Parliamentary secretary. Fr. 
Dolan spent five years on the Maynooth mission to China. In 1950 he 
was appointed P.P. Killinagh. He died suddently while on holiday 18th 
August 1957.

FRANCIS PRIOR: 1914-1927
He was a native of Kildallan Parish. Bom in 1884 he was appointed to 
Drumlease after his ordination in Maynooth 1914. He was transferred 
as C.C. to Manorhamilton 1927, Castlerahan 1931, Coronea 1934 and 
Glangevlin where he died 1955. After his last entry in the Drumlease 
settlement book he wrote:

"old times are changed, old manners gone, 
a stranger fills the prior's throne"
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BERNARD O REILLY: 1927-1936
He was bom 1899 in the parish of Ballintemple. Ordained in Maynooth 
1923, he was C.C. Brentwood 1923, Drumlease 1927, Kinawley 1936, 
P.P. Glangevlin 1943, Knockbride 1954. He died in 1979.

JOHN F. MULLEN: 1936-1946
Bom in 1905 in parish of Laragh, he was ordained Maynooth 1930. He 
was C.C. Brentwood 1930, Drumlease 1936, Glenfarne 1946, Maud- 
abawn 1954; P.P. Killinagh 1962; P.P. V.E. Annagh 1969.

PATRICK A. FAY: 1946-1950
Bom in Ballyjamesduff 1911, he was ordained in Rome 1934. He was 

appointed C.C. Brentwood 1934; Castletara 1938, Drumlease 1946, Kil
linagh 1950, Redhills 1953;P.P. Denn 1970. He died 1987.

PATRICK GILBRIDE: 1948-1955
Born Manorhamilton 1916, son of Matthew Gilbride and Mary 

Gilmartin, he was ordained Maynooth 1942. He was appointed first to 
Edinburgh and then to Drumlease as C.C. He served as curate in Kil
more 1955 and Castlerahan 1971 where he died 26th April 1973.

EUGENE B. DOWD: 1955-1961
Bom Cootehill 1927, ordained in Maynooth 1952. Birmingham 1952- 

1955, then appointed C.C. Drumlease 1955; Glenfarne 1961, Drumreilly 
1975; P.P Killinagh 1984 and P.P. V.E Lurgan 1987.

DESMOND FLYNN: 1961-1965
Bom 1934, Parish of Cloonclare he was ordained Maynooth 1961; C.C. 
Ballaghmeehan 1961, Drumlease 1961, Kildallan 1965.

MICHAEL COOKE: 1965-1968
Bom in parish of Umey and Annagelliff he was ordained in Maynooth 
1965. He was appointed C.C. Drumlease 1965, Kilmainhamwood 1968, 
Kilmore 1971, Crosserlough 1986.

FELIM KELLY: 1968-1969
Bom 1939 in the parish of Killann, was ordained in Maynooth 1965. He 
was appointed C.C. Kilmainhamwood 1965, Drumlease 1968, Cavan 
1974; Administrator, Cavan 1985.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

RELIGIOUS OF THE PARISH

Alphonsus Canning (Br Sylvester)
Main Street,
Dromahaire.
He was born in April 1924 to Charles 

Edward Canning and Mary Anne Cawley. 
He was professed as a Presentation Brother 
in 1946 and ministered in Carrick-on Shan
non, Birr, Bray, Cobh, Cork, and Canada. He 
now resides in Colaiste Muire, Douglas 
Road, Cork.

Cathal Canning (Br.Aloysius)
Main Street,
Dromahaire.
He was born on 16th April 1922 to 

Charles Edward Canning and Mary Anne 
Cawley. He was professed as a Presentation 
Brother in 1944 and worked in England, 
Enniskillen and Dungannon. He now 
resides in Dungannon in Co Tyrone.

Mary Me Goldrick (Sister Darina)
Dromahaire.
Sr. Darina was born on 18th March 1937 

to Pat and Kathleen Me Goldrick. She was 
professed as a Marist nun in August 1958 
and has taught in Devon and Yorkshire^ She 
has been principal of the Marist Convent, 
Goldthorpe, South Yorkshire for the past 
fourteen years.
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Josephine Me Loughlin ( Sr Colman)
Fawn, Dromahaire.
Sr Colman was born on 23rd Sept 1916 to 

John Me Loughlin and Bridget Gilmartin. 
She was professed as a Mercy Nun in 1937 
and ministered in Belturbet, Cootehill, 
Cavan and is presently retired in Balli- 
namore.

Marie Boylan
Cornauloughta,
Leckaun, Co. Leitrim.

Sr Marie was born on 11th November 
1953 and was educated in Moneyduff N.S. 
and Manorhamilton. She was professed as a 
Mercy Nun in 1980. She has studied and 
taught in Newry and London and went to 
Minna in Nigeria in 1987 where she still 
remains.

Mary Feeney (Sr Mary Bernadette)
Killargue,
Dromahaire.
Sr Mary Bernadette was born on 27th July 1911 to Catherine and 

Andrew Feeney and was professed as a Benedictine nun in 1936. She is 
presently living in Kylemore Abbey, Connemara, Co. Galway.

Eithne Me Loughlin,
Fawnlion,
Fivemileboume.
Eithne joined the Franciscan Order in 

Cork in 1929 and was professed in France in 
1935. She worked in Cork, Scotland and for 
many years in the Sacred Heart Hospital 
Mullingar. She died there in August 1986.

Nessan Me Loughlin,
Fawnlion.
Nessan joined the Presentation Brothers 

in Cork in 1930 where he taught for many 
years. He later taught in Reading, England 
and became Superior in the College of St 
Thomas Moore in West Grimstead. He was 
Superior in St Joseph's College Orpington, 
Kent, and died there in November 1957.

Michael Kelly (Brother Carthage )
Sox, Dromahaire.
Brother Carthage was bom in April 1902 to Thomas Kelly and Brigid 

Me Hugh and entered the Irish Christian Brothers on Easter Monday 
1916. He taught in Ennistymon, Co Clare, and Drogheda, Co Louth. He 
contracted T.B. and died in 1924.

Sr. Magdalan, 
Newtownmanor.

Sr Magdalen is a founder member of 
Medical Missionaries of Mary and is cur
rently living and working in Drogheda.

i

Thomas Peter Kelly (Brother Carthage)
Sox, Dromahaire.
Brother Carthage was bom on 26th Febru

ary 1933 to James Kelly and Kate and Me 
Keon. He was professed an Irish Christian 
Brother in 1958 and taught in Edinburgh, 
Wigan, Gibraltar and is presently working in 
St Mary's College, Great Crosby, Liverpool.
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Rosemary Kelly ( Sr. Catherine )
Sox, Dromahaire.
Sister Catherine was born on 12th October 

1936 and was professed a Sister of Mercy in 
1958. She nursed in Belfast, Drogheda, 
Manorhamilton and is at present Matron in 
Cavan General Hospital.

. Mary Cunningham ( Sister Mary Concepta ) 
J Killery, Ballintogher.
<9 Sister Mary Concepta spent all of her early life 

BE" ag|| in Magurk, Leckaun and entered the Rossminian
order in 1952. She has since worked in Italy, St

■ InAvph's Sdunji Sir Blind
’-‘^^^^-1 ‘i!iJ r working m Long-, w

land-

Fr Brian Cunningham,
Killery,
Ballintogher.
Father Brian spent most of his early life at 

Magurk, Leckaun, Newtownmanor. He was 
ordained to the Kiltegan fathers in 1952 and has 
worked in various parishes throughout Kenya 
where he continues to minister.

Patrick Joseph Kelly ( Brother Malachy) 
Gortnaskeagh, Leckaun.
Br. Malachy was bom on 3rd March 1925 and

was professed a Redemptorist Brother in 1957. 
He is presently working in St. Joseph's, Bishop's 
Stortford, England.

Mary Kate Healy, ( Sister Pio.)
Fawnlion, Fivemilebourne.
Sister Pio was born in Fawnlion and entered

the Bon Secours Sisters in Cork in 1954. She 
was professed in 1962. She nursed in Parisand 
Cork and is presently nursing in the Bon Sec
ours Hospital, Belfast.

FrJohn Flanagan.
Sheskin,
Killargue.
Father John was born on 16th May 1940 to 

Michael and Annie Flanagan. He entered The 
Missionaries of the Holy Family and was 
ordained in 1974. He has ministered in Missouri, 
Texas, Mississipi, California and is presently 
Parish Priest in Coahuila, Mexico.

Anna Mary Clancy. (Sister M. Celsus)
Dromahaire.
Sr. M. Celsus was born on 11th July 1911 to 

John Clancy and Mary Keaney. She joined the 
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, Hous
ton and professed in 1933. She has ministered 
in Louisana, Houston, California, Salt Lake City 
and is presently working in Beaumont, Texas.

Brother Urban Me Ternan,
Doonkelly,
Fivemilebourne.
Br. Urban was born in 1909 and at fifteen entered the Presentation 

brothers in Cork. He taught in Birr, Letterkenny and many other col
leges. He was transferred to Bray and taught there until his retirement. 
He died at St. Michaels Hospital, Dun Laoighre in 1983.
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Sister Mary De Sales Me Teman,
Doonkelly, Fivemileboume.
Sister Mary was bom in 1906 and went to Texas in 1923 where she 

joined the Sisters of the Incarnate Word in Texas. She taught for many 
years there and died there in 1965.

Beatrice Helena Gallagher (Sister St. Paul)
Killargue, Dromahaire.
Sister St. Paul was bom in 1908 to Michael Gallagher and Ellen Me 

Morrow. She joined the Ursuline Convent and was professed in 1930. 
She has taught since then in the Ursuline Convent, Sligo.

Annie Me Namara ( Sr. Angelina)
Corrasra, Killargue,
Sister Angelina was born on 8th March 1936 to Michael Mac Namara 

and Mary Jane Clancy. She joined the Marist Sisters and was professed 
in 1956. She has ministered in France, Italy and England.

Gerard Comiskey,
Doonkelly, Fivemileboume,
Father Gerry was bom on 4th November 1956 

to James Comiskey and Annie Me Donald. He 
was ordained in 1980 and has ministered in 
Milltown Drumlane, and Doobally, Co. Cavan. 
He is presently working in St Patrick's College, 
Cavan.

John and Matt O Carroll, Dromahair.
John (left) was born onl2th June 1898 to James O Carroll and Mary 

Duff. He joined the Columban Fathers and was ordained in 1923. He min
istered in China, England and the Philippines. He returned to Ireland in 
1965 and died at Dalgan Park in 1972.

Brigid Kelly ( Sr. Mary Patrick ) 
Gortnaskeagh, Leckaun.
Sister Mary Patrick was born on 30th March

1930 . She joined the Redemptorist Nuns and was 
professed in 1957. She is presently working in the 
Redemptoristine Convent, South Devon, Eng
land.

Eamonn Joseph Me Mahon (Patrick)
Craven Lodge,
Dromahaire.
Father Eamonn was born on 21st March 1933 

to Edward Me Mahon and Mary Me Hugh. He 
joined the Congregation of the Holy Spirit and 
was ordained in 1960. He has worked in Nigeria 
U.S.A. and ispresently working in Brazil.

Teresa Me Mahon
Craven Lodge,
Dromahair.
Sister Teresa was born to Mary Ann Me Hugh 

and Edward Me Mahon on 20th September 1935. 
She joined the Louis Order and was professed in 
1957. She has been engaged in education in Cali
fornia since then.

Mai hamilton (Sr. Martina)
Lisgorman,
Killargue.
Sister Martina was born on 19th April 1936 to 

Henry Hamilton and Mary Me Govern. She 
joined the Sisters of Mercy and was professed in 
1959. She has nursed in Belfast, Drogheda, Cavan 
and Manorhamilton. She did two years mission
ary work in Kenya and is at present the Superior 
General of Kilmore Mercy Sisters.
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Fr Terence Clancy,
Aughameelta,
Dromahaire.
Father Terence was born on 23rd July 1919 

to John Clancy and and Mary Keaney.He 
joined the Pallottine Fathers and was ordained 
in 1952. He spent three years working in 
Tanzania and has since ministered in Ireland 
and England.

Rev. John J. Clancy,
Aughameelta,
Dromahaire.
Father John was bom on 11th February 1915 to John James and Mary 

Clancy. He was ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham in 1940 and remained there until his death in 1987.

Mary Me Gowan,(Sr. Mary Elizabeth)
Main Street,
Dromahaire.
Sister Mary Elizabeth was born on 19th 

November 1935 to Patrick Me Cowan and Brid
get Travers. She joined the Franciscan Missionar
ies of Mary and was professed in 1956. She has 
nursed in England and Pakistan and is presently 
working in Castlerea, Co Roscommon.

Dotie Rooney (Sr.Agatha)
Banagher,
Fivemilebourne,
Sister Agatha was born at Banagher . She 

joined the Augustinian Order in France in 1934 
and made her final vows in 1942. She is now in 
charge of an old peoples home in the Pyre- 
neese, France.

Elizabeth Me Gowan (Sr.Elizabeth of Jesus)
'Dromahaire.
Sister Elizabeth of Jesus was bom on 16th December 1896 to James 

Me Gowan and Ellen Devine. She joined the Carmelite Sisters and 
spent her entire life at the Carmelite Convent, Potters Bar, South Lon
don. She died in 1983

Annie Me Gowan ( Sister Ignatius)
Sister Ignatius was bom 27th November 1897. She became a Bene

dictine Nun and spent her entire life at Tyburn Convent, London.

Eileen Me Gowan (Mother Me Gowan)
Mother Eileen was born on 7th April 1901. She became a Cenacle 

Nun. She lived in Liverpool and later in Killiney, Co Dublin.She died in 
1985.

Charles Me Gowan C.M.
Father Charles was bom on 7th November 1905. He joined the Vin

centian Fathers. He taught Latin In Castleknock and then worked in 
Scotland and England. He was Spiritual Director in Maynooth for 
some years. He died in London in 1962.

Eva Me Gowan (Sr. Theela)
Sister Theela was bom on 28th March 1907. She joined the Domini

cans Nuns and worked all her life in South Africa as Superior of the 
Dominican Girls Schools in the Union.
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Fr. John F. Mac Goldrick,
Dromahaire.
Fr. John was born on April 16th 1960 to 

John Mac Goldrick and Brigid O Rourke, 
Fawn, Dromlease. He was ordained in 1895 
and has been C.C. Glangevlin 1985, St 
Patrick's College, Cavan 1987, and is present
ly working in Kinawley, Co Fermanagh.

CHAPTER TWELVE

KILLARGUE

Canon John Patrick Me Ternan.
Glenague,
Gurteen P.O
Mchael was born in 1928 to Michael Me 

Teman and Annie Me Cann. He was ordained 
in 1950 in St. Mel's Cathedral, Longford, for 
the Diocese of Birmingham. He is a regular 
visitor to his native parish.

Monsignor Michael Me Teman. P.P
Glenague, Gurteen P.O
Fr. Michael was born in 1919 to Michael Me

Teman and Annie Me Cann. He was ordained 
for the Diocese of Birmingham in 1942. He has 
sine eministered in the Diocese of Birmingham 
and is a regular visitor to Dromahaire.
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First Recorded Baptisms In Drumlease Register 1859

St. Brigid's Church, Killargue was built in 1791. It was a thatched 
building of a type common during penal times. In 1$52 a major 
renovation took place when a completely new nave was added, there

by turning the old oblong building into transepts. This reconstruction 
took place when Fr. Patrick O'Reilly was parish priest and Fr. James Me 
Partland was curate. The last major alteration of the church building 
was carried out in 1961 by Rev. John Donohue P.P. and Rev. Edward 
Burns C.C.

The old church was built during the episcopate of Denis Maguire
O.F.M., diocese of Kilmore and the pastorate of Rev. John Me Gourty 
P.P. It is shown on William Larkins Map of Leitrim which was 
engraved in 1818 and published the following year. There is very little 
information now extant on the Parish Priest of the time, Fr. Me Gourty. 
He apparently had a farm in the area since he is named as one of the 
flaxgrowers in the parish in a list published in 1796. He may have 
farmed in Mullaghmore - his successor Fr. O'Reilly had a hoding in this 
townland in 1833. Fr. Me Gourty was possibly related to Fr. Patrick Me 
Gourty C.C. Drumkeerin C. 1827.

On the 6th September 1798 the French Army which had landed at
Killala, Co. Mayo passed close to the little village of Killargue on their 
way to Drumkeerin where they encamped for the night. This event 
was one of a series of happenings in that era of the United Irishmen 
which aroused a new spirit of patriotism thereby awakening an interest 
in the cultural life of the country, especially in its music, which 
appeared to be in rapid decline resulting from the decrease in the num
ber of harpers. In 1802 the great Irish music collector, Edward Bunting 
deputed Patrick Lynch a former teacher from Co. Clare to go on a tour 
of Connaught where the music was thought to be strongest. Lynch was 
proficient in Irish and it was his task to note down the original words 
of songs. Bunting was later to travel the same route and note the music.
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We know a little of Lynch's time in the province from a series of letters 
which he wrote to Bunting. Writing from Drogheda, where he was 
staying with Bunting's brother Anthony, on the 25th April 1802 he stat
ed -

“your brother has advised me to take the northerly course and has drawn 
from the map the route I am to take from Drogheda, to Collon, Kingscourt, 
Cavan, Swanlinbar, Manorhamilton, Collooney, Ballina and to Killala and 
round the Co. Mayo to Newport and Castlebar ... I shall write to Mr. Me 
Cracken from Manorhamilton... I have also a letter from Mr. Connor of Belfast 
to William Bartley, near Manorhamilton. I suppose I shall spend a week there
about".

The Mr. Me Cracken he referred to was Henry Joy Me Cracken after
wards executed for his United Irishman activities. Killargue was 
Lynch's first stop in Connaught. He stayed in the village from the 30th 
April to the 3rd May (1802). He did not take the 'northerly' course as 
had been advised by Bunting's brother. Instead he went to Navan 
where he failed to make contact with Dr. Plunkett, Bishop of Meath. He 
then travelled through Kells, Virginia, Cavan and Belturbet -

"through part of Cavan and Fermanagh to the Blacklion... to Manorhamil
ton, eighty two miles from Drogheda and six miles more that evening to a 
place called Killargy near where Mr. Bartley lives. I stayed there, at a public 
house till Monday evening. I got but six songs from Mr. Bartley; indeed they 
are some of the best of Carolan's. I got about sixteen more at the public house. 
1 came three miles to Dromahaire on Monday evening; took breakfast at Col
looney, eight miles off on Tuesday"..

William or Billy Bartley (Me Partland) lived in the townland of Car- 
raigoghill. He was a very old man in 1802. He knew Turlough O Car
olan personally and was an authority on his music. In fact he had been 
present in Alderford House, Ballyfamon when the great composer died 
on the 25th March 1738. Bartley was also a friend of Hugh O Donnell 
of Larkfield house, the first of the O Donnell's to settle in North 
Leitrim. O'Donnell was a patron of Gaelic poets and musicians. Apart 
from Bartley, Lynch also got words of songs from Owen Me Morrow.

Fr. Patrick O'Reilly was parish priest in Killargue from around 1820 
to his death in 1862. Born in 1788 he was a native of Kilclougha, parish 
of Drumgoon. He was ordained in Maynooth in 1814 and came to Kil
largue sometime later. Both the Tithe Applotment Books 1833, and the 
Griffith Valuatio 1857, show that Fr. O’Reilly had a house and farm in 
the townland of Mullaghmore. His holding amounted to twenty five

acres, three roods and twenty six perches. He was also the lessor of a 
house leased by Francis Travers and of a house and a farm amounting 
to nine acres and twenty three perches leased by Patrick Me Morrow. In 
1852 Fr. O'Reilly assisted by his curate Fr. James Me Partland made the 
alterations already mentioned to Killargue Church. Fr. Me Partland one 
of the most revered and respected priests in the diocese later went as 
parish priest to Drumkeerin where he built a number of schools and 
also the magnificent parish church which was commenced in 1869. A 
ballad extolling his ministry in Killargue and Inishmagrath was written 
after his death in 1886. Unfortunately it does not appear to have sur
vived.

The Protestant Church in Killargue was built in 1820. One of its first 
Vicars was Charles Lyons Montgomery, a member of the family which 
later built Belhavel House. The Montgomery's built a number of cot
tages for their tenants in the vicinity of the Demesnee residence. One of 
the family was the mother of John O’Donnell of Larkfield House who 
died in 1932. Belhavel House, the residence of Hugh Lyons Mont
gomery, Member of Parliament for Leitrim 1852 - 1857, was built dur
ing the Famine. He and his family went to live there around Christmas 
1849. According to the 'Sligo Journal' he took up residence in his "new 
and splendid mansion... Mr. Montgomery is a kind-hearted landlord and he 
and his beautiful lady cannot fail to ameliorate the tenantry on the estate. Bon
fires greeted him - after which over a hundred labourers were entertained to 
dinner consisting of the good old English fare of roast beef and plum pudding 
washed down with plenty of our native liquour". In 1853 Montgomery gave 
a free site and a donation of £150 for the erection of a linen factory in 
the townland of Corderry. The building was a hundred and seven feet 
long by sixty four feet wide, with a roof of glass. There were several 
looms and it was hoped that employment would be provided for about 
a hundred workers. It would appear however that production was 
short-lived - the factory was declared 'vacant' in the Griffith Valuation 
1857.

In 1835 Killargue was described as "a poor badly built town with nine 
houses and the ruins of an old church on the east side of the town." Two years 
later, the population of the townland was given as one hundred and 
ten - the total population of the parish being four thousand, four hun
dred and nine. The occupiers of the nine houses in 1857 were John 
Keegan, John Keegan junior, James Gallagher, Daniel Me Morrow, John 
Carney, John Gallagher, Mary Carney, Peter Gallagher and Terence
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O'Donnell.
The Presbyterian Church in Creevelea, now known as the Oratory 

was built early in 1853. The following extract concerning this church is 
taken from 'My Life in Connaught' by Rev. Thomas Armstrong pub
lished in 1906 -

"Creevelea in Co. Leitrim, near the town of Drumkeerin owes its origin as 
a congregation to the opening of iron and coal mines in that locality which 
were owned by a Scotch company and the principal managers and skilled 
workers were Scotch and presbyterian. The Rev. John Ashmore, who had been 
conducting the Dromore West School received a call and was ordained on 
December 15th 1852 under very auspicious and promising circumstances. A 
few weeks afterwards the temporary building occupied as a place of worship (it 
was a wooden structure) was burned to the ground whether accidently or 
maliciously by an incendiary, as some surmised, I will not determine. But 
with characteristic pluck the people set about its restoration. The following day 
while the ruins were yet smoking the work began. The walls were raised high
er, a porch and vestry added and the congregation met in it on the following 
Sabbath".

There is a tiny burial ground behind this church in which are buried 
the Minister Mr. Ashmore and his wife. Mr. Ashmore's house became 
the property of the Catholic curate around 1913 and the church was 
consecrated as a catholic Oratory in 1930. A Methodist Church, opened 
in 1838 in Drumkeerin, served the needs of the Methodist Community 
in the area. The Catholic Parochial House Killargue was built by Rev. 
Patrick Me Morrow P.P. (1880 -1904).

For centuries the family of Travers (6 Treabhair) were the erenaghs 
or curators of the Church in Killargue. One of the first references to this 
family is in a manuscript now in the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin. It 
concerns a decision made by Uallghaii^ 6 Ruairc, King of Breifne from 
1316 to 1346 to grant large estates to certain Munster families. Accord
ing to the account, "a thousand men was their number i.e. Me Clancy of 
Dartry, d Cuimtn of O Cuirnfn's chief town, (f) Criodachain of Drumlease, 
<f) Carnen and others and (f) Treabhair of Killargue who was the most impor
tant". The Travers family were associated with the ancient Holy Well 
beside the village. During the penal laws the Bishop of Kilmore, 
Andrew Campbell (1711 -1769) administered confirmation to a large 
number at the well. An ancient cross, which had been torn down at a 
time of religious strife and buried nearby, was recovered by the Parish 
Priest Fr. Charles Flynn in 1904/05 and re-erected.

From the matriculation lists of the University of Salamanca we leam 
that Tiaman Travers, a native of Killargue entered the logic class on the 
16th May 1598. Ordained in 1604, he returned to the Irish Mission in 
accordance with his ordination oath. He ministered in Ballinamore and 
he was accused of promoting the Irish Rebellion of 1641.

One of the best known of the Travers clan was Cathal 0 Treabhair, 
better known by the anglicized form of his name Charles Trevor. Trevor 
was a spy for the O Rourkes. He operated during the Chieftainships of 
Brian na Murtha and Brian Og. When the latter was attending Oxford 
University, his father deemed it prudent to bring him back to Ireland 
and he deputed Charles Trevor to make the necessary arrangements. 
Trevor crossed to England and quietly removed Brian Og from the Uni
versity. They made their way to Scotland and from there sailed to Ire
land and back to Breifne. In Dublin, Trevor had the reputation of being 
a heavy drinker and obviously much of his information was garnered 
in various taverns. He gave evidence against Sir John Perrot who was 
put on trial for treason after his term of office in Ireland. When Perrott 
saw Trevor at the witness table he began to swear like a trooper know
ing he was doomed if the Irishman's evidence was accepted. In 1596 
Brian Og, after a disagreement between himself and O Donnell, dis
cussed terms with Sir Conyers Clifford (afterwards defeated and killed 
at the Battle of the Curlews 1599). O Rourke was to banish all strangers 
from his territory, appoint his own Sheriff and have fifty horsemen. He 
appointed Charles Trevor as his Sheriff and so could do virtually as he 
pleased.

One of the most distinguished of the later priests in Killargue was Fr. 
Joseph Bernard Meehan, Curate from 1895 to 1907. He was born in 
Manorhamilton 1861 the second child of Laurence Meehan and Jane 
Rooney. Fie was appointed to St. Patrick's College Cavan after ordina
tion in 1887 and remained there till 1895 when he was transferred to 
Killargue where he spent the next twelve years. A well-known local 
historian Fr. Meehan contributed articles to the 'Catholic Bulletin' and 
the 'Irish Monthly'. In 1920 he co-founded the Breifne Antiquarian Soci
ety and became the first editor of its journal. Before World War I.he 
gave evidence before the Plunket Congested Districts Commission and 
before the railway commission as the nominee of Leitrim County 
Council and he was highly commended on both occasions. It is said 
that he influenced Senator Alice Stopford Green to undertake her liter
ary career. He died in 1926.
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Cloonlougher parish, still known as the 'half parish' was possibly 
specially created for the O Donnells of Larkfield by the Bishop of Kil
more, Dr. Richardson. Around the year 1750 Rev. John Flynn was 
parish priest. The first of the O Donnells to live in Cloonlougher, Hugh, 
died in 1754. According to the Griffith Valuation Cloonlougher was 
comprised of the following townlands: Boggaun, Buckhill Barr, Cloon- 
aquin, Cloonlougher, Gortgarrigan, Larkfield and Lisgorman.

Fr Maurice Me Morrow C.C.

KILLARGUE PARISH PRIESTS
Florence O Travers 1441
Cormac O Curneen -1675-
Charles Mac Hugh
(K. & Drumlease) -1750-1753-
James Clarke (do.) -1769-
John Mac Gourty -1796-1801-
Patrick O Reilly - 1822 -1862 (d)
James Mac Partlan 1862-1866 (tr.)
John Gaffney 1866-1880(d)
Patrick Me Morrow 1880-1904 (tr.)
Charles Flynn 1904 -1911 (tr)
Patrick Brady 1911-1915(d)
Bernard Brady 1915-1919 (tr.)
Francis Gilmartin 1919 -1922 (tr.)
Bartle Mac Cabe 1922 -1933 (d)
John Keany 1934 -1955 (d)
John J. Donohue 1956 -1963 (tr.)
Thomas Devaney 1963-1968 (d)
Michael J. Fox 1968 -1969 (tr.)

KILLARGUE CURATES:

Hugh Cassidy 
William Mac Auley 
Patrick Trainor 
Felix Mac Hugh 
James Mac Partlan 
James Connolly 
John Keaney 
Peter Mac Cann 
Patrick O Reilly 
Thomas Magauran 
Thomas Brady 
Philip Cooney 
Thomas O Reilly 
James Fitzpatrick 
Joseph C. Meehan 
Patrick Donohue 
Terence Me Dermott 
John Brady 
Daniel Mac Manus 
John J. Murtagh 
Patrick Connolly 
John J. Donohoe 
Nicholas J. Comey 
Charles A. Cartwright 
Patrick Gillick 
Michael J.Fox 
John A. Young 
Edward Bums 
Michael Cullivan 
Charles Heerey 
Francis Kelleher 
Eugene Clarke 
Eamonn Lynch 
John Phair
Maurice Mac Morrow

1835-1841
1841 -1842
1842 -1845 
1845 -1859 (dec.) 
1849-1861
1861 -1864 
1867 -1869 (dec.) 
1869 -1877 (dec.) 
1876-1880 
1880-1881 
1881 -1885 
1885-1889 
1889-1894
1894 -1895
1895 -1907 
1907-1909
1910- 1911
1911- 1916 
1916-1923 
1923 -1934 
1923 -1934 
1934 -1937 
1937-1938 
1938 -1943
1943 -1944
1944 -1953 
1953 -1957 
1957 -1962 
1962 -1966 
1966-1968
1968 -1969
1969 -1980 
1980 - 1983 
1983 -1988 
1988
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Church O
f Ireland Drumlease

APPENDIX A

CHURCH OF IRELAND DRUMLEASE

Drumlease Parish Church was built in 1806. Then in 1817, accord
ing to Lewis' Topographical Dictionary (1837), it was rebuilt by 
aid of a loan of £1000 from The Board of First Fruits and the Ecclesias

tical Commissioners. The Glebe House was built by aid of a gift of 
£100 and a loan of £900 in 1834 from the Ecclestiastical Commissioners. 
The Glebe lands amounted to five hundred and seventy seven acres. 
Lewis' Topographical dictionary also tells that there was a place of 
worship in Drumlease for Primitive Methodists.

In 1895 the Lane-Fox family had the Church clock installed in mem
ory of Francis La Touche, their agent. When the Dromahaire estate was 
sold in 1902, Drumlease Church received an endowment of £650 to 
compensate for the loss of the Lane-Fox contributions.

The famous authority on family history and author of' Dodd's Peer
age', Charles Roger Dodd, was a native of Dromahaire. He was son of 
Roger Dodd (1742 - 1808) Vicar of Drumlease. The author's mother 
was Margaret Phibbs of Spurtown Co. Sligo.

STDART J. GILMODR,
Wholesale Woollen Merchant, 
and General Grocer, - - - - 

Draper, Ironmonger, Stationer, Hard
ware and General Merchant.

Shipper of Selected Irish 
Egrgrs.

Telegrams—“ Giltnour, Dromahair.”

J
J citer, John Joseph, wine and spirit mer

chant, The Abbey family, tourist, and 
commercial hotel. Telegrams :—“ Jeiter, 
Dromahair. **

K
Kelly, James. A. Company, grocers, drapers, 

and publicans

L
Longmoor, John, grocer and draper

Businesses in Dromahaire 1908
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DRUMLEASE CHURCH OF IRELAND CLERGY 
1613 -1880 APPENDIX B

1612 - John Bostock. He was English born and had been vicar 
of Southhill, Bedfordshire before coming to Drumlease.

1622 - William Andrews
1633 - John Johnson. He was a witness to the will of Robert 

Morgan of Dromahaire on 31st May 1931.
1661 - John Long
1675 - Robert Wilson
1678 - John King
1681 - Ralph Rule. He was London bom but educated in Trinity 

College, Dublin. He died in 1723.
1684 - James Echlin
1686 - Robert Whitelaw. He was a native of Co Fermanagh. 
1699 - William Hansard.
1737 - He was born in Co. Sligo. He married Helen, eldest daug

hter of Rev. Roger Ford D.D. Charles Dodd died in 1774. 
His widow died 12th July 1777 aged eighty and was 
buried in Drumlease.

1774 - Roger Dodd. He was third son of Charles Dodd, above.
He married first 1760, Sarah King who died without issue 
1786 and secondly at the Chapel of Ease, half - parish of 
Killery, 28th March 1792, Margaret Phibbs. The author 
Charles Roger Dodd was a son of the second marriage 
Roger Dodd died 8th October 1808 and was buried in 
Drumlease.

1818 - Crinus Irwin. He was born in Co Sligo. In 1807 he mar
ried Amy, eldest daughter of Mr. Justice Chamberlain, 
Judge of the King's Bench, Ireland. Crinus Irwin died 18th 
December 1859 in his 90th year.

1811 - Nicholas Herbert
1824 - James Butler
1834 - William Willoughby Wynne. He died 26th September 

1860.
1860 - Henry Percival. He died 16th May 1880.

Notes on
THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY 

OF NEWTOWNMANOR

Apart from the present St. Mary's Church there were two other 
Churches - one extremely ancient - in the Newtownmanor area. 
The oldest was built on what is known as Carraig a' Teampaill, the 

Rock of the Church. Carraig a' Teampaill, according to tradition, was 
associated with St. Patrick. It is posssible that the actual site of the 
Church is in the present cemetery.

A story associated with Carraig a' Teampaill concerns a priest 
named Peter Ward who was probably a native of the the Drumkeerin 
area. He was in the Ballintogher district in 1798 when the French 
passed on their way to Ballinamuck. For some reason he was forced to 
go on the run. In 1800 he was drowned in Lough Gill. Buried first in 
Carraig a’ Teampaill his friends during the night of the 12th July, 
exhumed his body and brought it back to Drumkeerin. There his niece 
Molly Mor Me Partland had his body placed in a new coffin and buried 
in Curraghs graveyard, Tarmon. The inscription on the stone over his 
grave states that he died in 1800 aged fifty seven.

Boe Chapel in Moneyduff was a thatched building. Boe is the Irish 
word 'both' meaning hut - c./. Droim Sean Both - Drumshanbo. Boe 
Chapel was probably a Penal Day Church. The well called Tobar a' 
Bhainis - the marriage well in the townland of Doonmorgan is proba
bly associated with the Penal Days also. According to tradition, mar
riage ceremonies took place at this well.

St. Mary's Church was built in 1825 by Rev. Thomas Forde P.P. who 
was ordained in 1813 in Kilkenny and who was possibly a native of 
Innishmagrath . Fr Forde had a farm of almost nine acres in the 
townland of Cornaloughta. The site for the Church was given by the 
Whyte family of Fivemilebourne. Indeed the Whytes continued their 
support of the Church throughout the 19th Century and were allowed
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the privilege of having their own special room in St Mary's. In January 
1877 when Gertridude Mary, eldest daughter of Colonel J.J. Whyte was 
married in the Church, the chief celebrant was Most Rev. Dr. Me Getti- 
gan, Catholic Primate of Ireland. He was assisted by Rev. James Con
nolly P.P. and Rev. Edward Lynch C.C., Drumlease. The bell in the 
Church was installed in 1891. Beirne of Dublin was the founder. It 
bears the name of Rev. Cormac Me Sharry and the image of Our Lady.

JSoo ftichet for Season

Mr ./faff/
Ha^^ermission to Cut T Uxa F on Tne 
Manor of NewtO^vn Estat^y this Season
only, he having paid ^s._Z2---- d. for
One Hundi^i of Turf, but subject to the 
Rules on t^fe back of this Ticket.

M. M. PALMER. 
Qau U- Z<z

APPENDIX C

ST. PATRICK IN DROMAHAIRE
by Joseph Meehan 

1861 - 1926

The name St. Patrick is inseparably connected with Dromahair. He 
reached it about the year 440, and laboured there for a consider
able tome. He was well received. The prince of the district was 

Cairthen. Caichan, a vassal of his, made over "to God and Patrick" his 
fifth of the territory. This gift Cairthen confirmed, and made it free of 
all tributes forever.

Patrick did three things here, for traces of which we must seek; he 
built a church, he founded a monastery, and he established a nunnery. 
The most probable site of the church is at present occupied by the 
ruined Abbey of Creevelea. It is on the left bank of the Bonet, within 
easy view of the street. The river here forms the boundary between two 
diocese. Though the town is in the diocese of Kilmore, the Abbey is in 
Ardagh, in the parish of Killenummery. This may not have been always 
so. There is an obscure old tradition that this parish formerly belonged 
to Kilmore, but was given to Ardagh in the penal times in order that 
the Bishop, like every other Irish prelate, might be able to make his 
way to the sea in greater safety, almost without leaving his own territo
ry-

The site indicated is indeed ideal. It was this spot that used to be 
called by the old people about Dromahair, Carrick Patrick or Patrick's 
Rock. The Saint, as was his wont, assisted his three masons, Caeman, 
Cruineach, and Luireach the Strong, and his artificers in the building of 
the structure. This was the church that was intended to be, as we 
would say now, St. Patrick's own cathedral, and consequently the prin
cipal church of Ireland. When St Patrick set out at last from Dromahair 
to preach the Gospel elsewhere in Ireland, he left behind him "to watch 
over the infant Church" Benin or Benignus.

The monastery founded by St. Patrick at Dromahair must have been 
of the first importance. The book of Armagh sets forth in minute detail 
the manner of succession to the rich glebe with which the generosity of
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APPENDIX Da Leitrim chieftain had endowed it. Where about Dromahair are we to 
look for traces of this religious house? There can hardly be a doubt but 
that it was on the hill between the present Protestant church and the 
Bonet Bridge. This is Drumlease Hill. To the left of the road, as you face 
for the Bonet, there is an ancient graveyard now disused. Within it 
about a century ago was the old Protestant church. This would have 
stood in about the centre of the monastic enclosure.

Of St. Patrick's convent all memory is lost in the neighbourhood, 
though there can be no shadow of doubt but that our National Apostle 
established somewhere in the vicinity of Dromahair a community of 
nuns. As to the exact position of the convent a high degree of certainty 
cannot be reached. Tradition gives no assistance. But it was , as Arch
bishop Healy's researches testify, a flourishing community. "Caichan 
gave both his land and daughter to God." The youthful maiden, Lassar, 
near relative of his, perhaps a niece, received the veil at the Saint's 
hands; and she " abode in Druim Dara after Benignus for three score 
years." The existing records accordingly oblige us to hold that the con
vent was in the parish just mentioned. But where there? There is no 
place more likely than the ridge above the present little village of Kil- 
larga, barely some three or four English miles from Dromahair. The 
ridge is in a sheltered, very pretty spot, surrounded by a zone of green 
hills. From time immemorial it has been regarded as a sacred place. 
Near it, in a dell, are the remains of an altar of the penal days, a holy 
well, and a rude very ancient stone cross.

^pomahaip (£o-opaputioc 0ainy and J^gnicultupcl j^ocietg.
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ecetve.
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«/

i, en y'/ X.

GEORjric JdEWSON. 
JOHFLHOSIE.

LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS TO ST. PATRICK'S 
CHURCH FUND

CLERGY:

Most Rev. Dr. Me Gennis 
Most Rev. Dr. Woodlock 
Very Rev. Dr. Maguire 
Rev. Cormac Me Sharry 
Rev. M. Kane C.C.
Rev. P. Me Morrow P.P.
Rev. J. Dolan P.P.
Rev. B. Sheridan P.P.
Rev. T. Cahill P.P.
Rev. P. Me Loughlin C.C.
Rev. T. Drum C.C.
Archdeacon O Rourke 
Rev. M.J. Keman, New Jersey 
Rev. F. O Hara CC.
Rev. A.Quinn P.P. Riverstown

BUSINESS FIRMS:

Bullock & Co. London 
Taylor & Co. London 
Matthews & Co. Glasgow 
James Caron, Derry 
Arnott & Co. Dublin 
Bannerman & Co. Manchester 
Elliot & Co. Dublin 
Ward G Scott, Omagh 
Greenhill Bros. Belfast 
Me Larnon & Co. Belfast 
Me Master & Co. Dublin 
Green & Co. Dublin 
Messrs Kelly, Dublin 
A.J. Gailey Esq. London 
A. & J. Kennedy Dublin 
John Christie, Derry 
Clayton & Co. Dublin 
Mitchell, Arnott & Co. Belfast 
James Wright, Glasgow 
Darcy & Co. Newry

Clarke & Co. Strabane 
O Connor & Cullen Sligo

DROMAHAIRE:

George Lane-Fox 
Francis La Touche 
Stuart Gilmour 
Hubert Gilmour 
John Hicks 
Miss Hicks 
Dr. James O Carroll 
Miss Kate Kelly 
Mrs. O Rourke 
Michael Sharkey 
John Loughlin 
Miss Stanford 
Mrs. Me Carrick 
Edward Moran 
Francis Higgins 
Francis Timoney 
Mrs. Stenson 
Head Constable Mateer 
R. Gardiner D.I.
Constable Hogan 
Constable Donaghue 
Constable Brady 
Constable Mannion 
Constable Me Kay 
Sergeant Joyce,
Miss O Hara, Beach Cottage

BANAGHER:

Thomas Bird 
Pat Rooney 
William Dolan 
Francis Dolan 
Denis Meehan
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John Martin
Peter Rooney 
Francis Martin

CARTRON NEWTOWN 
Mrs. Dolan 
Pat Me Goldrick 
Pat Cunningham 
Brian Cunningham 
John Cunningham

CARRICKANEROO:
Pat Me Goldrick 
Michael Me Goldrick 
Denis O Hara

CARR1CKFAD:

John Me Goldrick 
Michael Reynolds 
Peter Dolan 
Patrick Reynolds 
Miss B. Me Goldrick 
Sergeant Scully

SRAMORE:
John O Connor 
John Melly 
Michael Dolan 
Pat Dolan 
James Dolan

FAWNLION:

Francis Cunningham 
John Me Loughlin 
Pat Healy 
Pat Cunningham 
Michael Me Kenna 
John Flanagan 
Pat Cunningham Senior 
D. O Connor 
Thomas Murray 
James Dolan 
John O Connor

DOONKELLY:
Thomas Me Loughlin 
Michael Moran

Michael Dolan 
Owen Dolan 
James me Teman 
Mrs. Dolan

CURRAGHAN:
Pat Fowley 
Pat Me Donald 
Pat Me Goldrick 
Phil Cumiskey 
James Fowley

LECKAUN:
James Me Dermott 
Joseph Me Dermott 
John Fowley 
Patrick O Hara 
Mrs. F. Diamond

MYGURK:
John Cunningham 
Patrick Me Garry

DOONMORGAN:
Pat Me Morrow

CORNALAUGHTER:

William Keaney 
Michael J. Me Gowan N.T. 
Michael Keaney 
James Dolan
Lawrence Boylan 
Michael Dolan 
James Davey

MORAGH:
John Harte
Pat Fowley
John Me Teman 
Pat Eames

FAWNARRY:
Owen Me Teman

BALLINAFULL:
Thomas Kerrigan 
Edward Kerrigan

KiLLANANIMA:
James Smith P.L.G.
John Smith 
John Gaffney 
Francis Gaffney

KINNARA:
James Harte P.L.G. 
Francis Harte 
John Smith

GORTNASKEAGH:

Peter Me Gauran 
John Me Ternan 
Pat Kelly
Andrew Me Gowan 
Michael Gilroy 
John Kelly
Michael Me Morrow N.T.

POLLBOY:

John Eames
Martin Eames 
Richard Crown 
Pat Me Morrow 
Mrs. Flynn 
Pat Me Gloin

ROCKVALLEY:

William Moran 
James Me Partland 
Henry Johnston 
Owen Me Hugh

STONEPARK:

Mrs. Me Sharry 
John Me Sharry 
Patrick Taheny 
Patrick Leonard 
Patrick Timoney 
Mrs. Me Goldrick 
Hugh Me Sharry 
Patrick Me Sharry

MULLAGH:

Owen me Givney 
Francis Clancy 
James Sexton 
Pat Harte 
Michael Kelly 
Peter Monaghan 
Mrs. Me Partland 
Pat Clarke 
Daniel Me Morrow 
Pat Stenson 
Thomas Me Sharry

GREENAUN:
James Kelly 
Peter Cunningham

MONEYDUFF:
John O Hara N.T.

SHRIFF:
Andrew Sweeney 
Patrick Doherty 
Terence Keaney 
Dan Monaghan 
Michael Gilroy

CLOSEBORO:
John Me Goldrick

DRUMLEASE:
Frank Kelly
Mr. Me Morrow N.T.

CONRAY:
Thomas Devaney

GLENEIGUE:

Michael Kelly
Michael Me Teman Senior 
Michael Me Teman Junior 
Pat Kelly
Pat Me Teman 
James Me Teman 
John Kelly 
Francis Flynn 
Philip Me Morrow
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Michael O Rourke 
John Gillespie 
Denis O Rourke 
John Kelly

OAKWOOD:
Patrick Me Hugh 
Mrs. Owen Me Dermott 
Mrs. Michael Me Dermott

CLOONAQU1N:
Pat Clancy

BOHEY:
Pat Clancy
Robert Lynch
Owen Carney

CORRIGEENCOR:

Michael Lonigan 
John Flynn 
Michael Green 
Michael Carney 
Patrick Me Morrow 
John Cullen 
James Me Hugh 
Mrs. Me Morrow

AUGHAMEELTA:
Pat Flanagan 
Charles Me Garry 
John Kelly

KILCOOSEY:

John Cunningham 
John Cumeen 
Owen Carty 
Mrs. Egan 
John Egan 
Pat Monaghan 
Miss T. Harte 
Philip Me Goldrick 
Edward Quinn 
Miss Me Morrow 
James Me Gowan N.T.

CONAGHILL:

Pat Me Goldrick 
James Nicholson 
Edward Stanford 
William Cumeen

CORRUDA:

Philip Me Goldrick 
Mr. Me Cadden 
Mrs. Carty 
Thomas Me Goldrick 
Francis Dolan

K1LLALEEN:
Pat Kelly P.L.G.
Michael me Goldrick

FAWN:

Mrs. Cosgrave 
Mrs. Me Loughlin 
John Watters 
Thomas Me Sharry 
Lacky Travers 
Mrs. Kelly 
Michael Watters 
Thomas Travers Senior 
Thomas Travers Junior 
Thomas Me Teman 
Luke me Govern 
Farrell Me Govern 
Michael Harte 
James Me Goldrick 
Pat Me Goldrick

MANORHAMILTON:

Dr. Tate
John Dolan
Lawrence Murphy P.L.G. 
John Me Guinness 
John O Donnell, Larkfield 
Charles Dolan 
Patrick Me Gloin 
Mrs Hewson 
Mary Kelly 
Mr. Cooney (I lotel)

P.O Flaherty
Charles Meehan
Misses Meehan
Mr. Me Dermott N.T.
James Lynott Snr.
James Lynott Jnr.
Hugh Keaney 
Miss Me Goldrick 
P. O Reilly 
Edward Darcy 
William Ward 
Hugh Ward 
J. Connaughton D.I.
William Me Morrow 
Joseph Bredin.

DRUMKEERIN
Miss Me Hugh
James Rogan P.L.G.
Mr Dolan, Merchant 
Mr Me Gourty, Merchant 
Mr Me Grail, Merchant

KINLOUGH
John Me Sharry
Thady Me Sharry 
Maggie Me Sharry 
John Keaney M.D.
James Me Gun-in P.L.G. 
Patrick Fergus P.L.G 
Sarah Me Gowan 
Ann Me Gowan 
Sergeant Me Vey 
J Me Gowan 
Daniel Connolly 
P Connolly N.T.
Miss Me Garrigle (Tullaghan)

KILLENUMMERY
Miss Rooney
James Me Garry
John Flynn
Michael Crown
James Me Golderick 
Mr John Gallagher 
Mr Terence Clancy 
Mr Me Guiness NT..
Pat Cosgrave.

BALLINTOGHEER
Charles Maguire J.P.
Darby Kelly
Mrs Darby Kelly
M. E. Mulrooney.

SLIGO (TOWN AND COUNTY) 
M. Keighron 
Alderman Higgins 
Mrs Me Gowan (Collooney)
E. T. Kell
D .J. Roantree (Inspector of 

Schools)
Mrs Roantree
Hugh O Connor, Merchant 
Michael Harte (Grange)
Henry Brennan (Cliffoney)
Dr. Martin
T. Keating, Merchant
James Clarence (Ballisodare)
P. Harte (Grange)
Owen Dolan T.C.
J Me Carthy, Solicitor 
J. H. Tully, Solicitor 
P. O Connor, The Mall 
J Connolly, Mayor 
D Me Gill, Town Clerk 
E. J. Tighe J.P 
P. A. Me Hugh T. C 
M. Milmoe T. C 
P Maguire T. C.
James Cristle T. C 
P Keighron J. P.
Aldermon Coltery 
Mr R. Collins 
Mr Joseph Golden 
MrT Cunlisk
Messrs O Donnell (Imperial Hotel)
Dr. White
Mr. B. Me Gauran

UNITED STATES
"A Friend" San Francisco 
Miss Me Teman- New York 
Miss Kerrigan -Philadelphia 
Aid Kenny - New York 
John B. Gibson - Ohio 
Mr. Scollan - Philadelphia 
Ellen Kelly - New York

112 11J

Leitrim Local Studies



APPENDIX E
Thomas King - New York 
Bartley Clancy - Philadelphia 
Miss B. Lonigan - New York

CAVAN
H.B. Kennedy, Solicitor 
J. Fay J. P.
J Gannon J. P.
Dr. Me Cabe 
W. Finlay
Mr Me Morrow, Grocer 
Mr. W. O Brien 
Mrs Sheridan 
F. Me Breen Solicitor.
John Reilly J. P.

BALLYJAMESDUFF 
Dr. Me Quade 
P. Murphy J.P.
B. Scott J.P.
Mrs Smith 
Mrs Brady 
Mrs. Gunn

SWANLINBAR
James Me Gauran 
Mr. Currie

BAILIEBOROUGH 
Mrs. O Carroll 
Mrs James Cooke 
R. Ryan M. D.
Philip Farrelly 
Mrs Farrelly

KILLESHANDRA 
Mrs Teevan 
James Me Cann

COOTEHILL
P. Carney

BELTURBET
Dr. Sorohan

BUTLERSBRIDGE 
Mr. Thomas Teevan

VIRGINIA
Mrs. Tierney

BALLINAGH
Mr. P Kiernan

BAWNBOY
Mrs. Me Gauran

CORLOUGH
Hugh Maguire

OTHERS
Wilton Vaugh, Leitrim Village 
Michael Kelly, Buncrana 
Constable Canning, Foxford 
Mrs. Scott, Navan 
A. Scott, Navan.
P. Scott, Navan 
Peter O Connor Esq. J.P.
Mr. Me Govern, Traveller Hotel 
Mrs. Mulligan, Bundoran 
Thomas Rourke, Dublin 
Mr Clesham, Dublin 
Kate Cumiskey N. T.
James Conaty, Dublin 
J. Me Goldrick Esq.
Mr Me Keon, Solicitor, Carrick-on

Shannon
Mrs. P. White, Australia
Miss Finnerty, Ballina
Mick Gavigan, Ballyshannon 
John Me Gonagle, Ballyshannon 
Owen Me Cann, Chairman P. L. G. Car.

rick-on-Shannon 
P. Fitzpatrick, J.P Ballybay 
Dr. Rodden, Edinburgh 
Miss Sheridan, Ashgrove House 
John Dolan, Greyfield, Co. Roscommon 
Edward Me Creanor, Omeath 
Miss Me Teman, Cork 
T. Kernan, Solicitor, Dublin 
John Me Goldrick The Bourne 
Dr O Reilly, Carrigallen 
Thomas Nicholson, Corbeg.

POEMS AND BALLADS

Verona Mullen (1941 -1986)

THE HARBOUR

For me who go
For you who stay
Silent tears.
But 1 will take you with me 
Deep inside
Safe from a stormy, tide-swept world, 
So that whatever dreams 
And songs you have 
May find a harbour in me.
And when you are ready 
You will sail to me and say,
"Veronica, I am ready now",
And I will unwrap your dream 
Or your song
And I will hand it back to you 
In peace and joy.
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Denis Johnston (died 1912)

LAMENT FOR THE RIVER BONET

Pleasant is the memory of you River Bonet 
Many's a grand day I spent by your banks 

With the sun smiling on me and me in my bare feet 
Racing up and down your grey brown boulders 

Waiting to shiver at the sight of an eel.
And paddling in your sparkling depths 

When the heat got the better of me. 
Splashing Pat and Nuala and Rose and Anna 
And anyone in reach and then ducking myself 
And gasping as the cold water found its mark.

And the great news in the village (Dromahair) 
When Desmond caught a huge pike up by the bridge 

On the other side of Hanburys.
Or a salmon was brought in and weighed,

And written up in the Sligo Champion.

When I think about it, it sends a lump 
To my throat and tears in my eyes.

The dove sings my sorrow for me 
And the flowers bend their heads in sorrow 

The other will sport no more 
Nor will I. And I cry for my 

Childhood now to be destroyed forever 
Where the Bonet no longer flows.

A friend of W.B Yeats he was bom and reared in Rockvalley. One of his 
poems was published in Faces of the West (1887). He was a noted Land 
League activist, operating particularly in the Frenchpark area, Co. 
Roscommon. When plans to erect a momument to Charles Stewart Par- 
nel, were mooted, Johnston went to America on a fund-raising mission. 
He died in Dublin 1912, from injuries received in a car accident.

APRIL MORN

There's a joy of soul, full joy I know,
In many a cot and mansion born;
And many a laugh from hearts aglow 
This April mom.

The thrush's song and blackbird’s bliss, 
The sights that heal the hearts forlorn, 
The basking in the sun-god's kiss,
This April Morn.

The primrose peeping on each scene, 
From ev'ry path and silent way,
Hath not more brightness in its green 
Than I to-day.

When ev'ry soul in nature's lawn 
Seems with the buds a-newly bom, 
Seems happy in the Summer’s dawn, 
This April Morn.
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THE FAIRIES OF SHRIFF Joseph Brady 1936 -

A-ringing their bells, a-playing their flutes, 
Beating their drums with the bouchalan roots, 
Dancing along o'er the mead and the cliff- 
Such are the freaks of the Fairies of Shriff.

Jeering the innocent, leading astray 
Women and men on their wearisome way; 
Blithesome and bold, while tobacco they whiff, 
Amusing the freaks of the Fairies of Shriff.

Riding along on their horses - the weeds, 
Curbing the pace of their mettlesome steeds, 
Legion their number, nine crippled or stiff,
Gay are the lives of the Fairies of Shriff.

Anonymous

We're paying we're praying we're voting,
For the past thirty five years and more
And still not a sign of the water
That's supposed to come down from Sramore

The Lord has been kind to us lately,
He has sent us water galore,
He knew we would be very thirsty 
If we awaited the supply from Sramore

So some of you newly fledged councillors,
Who expect our vote evermore 
Speak up for the folks from the 'Bourne 
And get down that supply from Sramore.

These verses were found in the Newtownmanor Ballot Box during 
the County Council Election count in 1953 or 1954. Water was on tap 
Fivemileboume, June 1959.

SWEET DROMAHAIR

In the wee County Leitrim there's a nice little town 
Thats noted for beauty, for fame, and renown 

It stands between mountains, valleys, and wood 
It's buildings are fine and its scenery is good.
In spring and in summer all people go there 

To spend pleasant hours in Sweet Dromahair.

Wherever you are, wherever you've been 
The like of such beauty you may never have seen 

Its people are friendly, gentle, and kind 
If you have troubles you will leave them behind 

Peace and tranquility ever so rare 
You will surely find it in Sweet Dromahair.

The first place to wander is down to Lough Gill 
There you will get the feeling that life's standing still 

Sit by the lake side and strange it may seem 
You are really there, its not just a dream 

Such pleasant surroundings there's none can compare 
There's is plenty of beauty around Sweet Dromahair.

Visit the Abbey where monks once dwelt 
You will stand and wonder, their presence is felt 
Look down on the village and there in between

The river Bonet can clearly be seen 
While you are there you may well say a prayer 

For the souls that departed from Sweet Dromahair.

The O’Rourkes of Breffini once lived in this land 
The ruins of their Castle still there proudly stand 

Its walls are shrouded in great mystery 
Some you may well know, now is old history 

The Wild Rose of Leitrim with her beauty so fair 
was bom in the village of Sweet Dromahair.
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Tohn O Rourke 1860 -1942.

One of the best known balladeers in the Dromahaire area he composed 
numerous songs on local events and personalities. His father Michael 
O Rourke was Captain of the Lough Gill steamers - 'The Lady of the 
Lake' and the 'The Maid of Breffni'.

P.A. MC HUGH 
(Air Carraigdown)

All Leitrim down to Sligo Town 
In sorrow deep is here today,

Old Sligo dear has lost its cheer 
Since its loved friend has passed away 

Those counties brave their fond love gave 
To he now dead, to he so true,

But now today, fond love makes way 
For grief for you P.A. Me Hugh.

He feared no foe, O no friend no,
His noble soul, did never yield 

His pen and press,-his bold address 
Combined those were his battle shield,

The landlord race, he did disgrace 
Its hellish deeds, expose to view 
old juries packed he did distract 

He scourged them all P.A. Me Hugh.

At Dromahair, on the bridge there 
Although proclaimed his meet he held 
On Bonets' banks he broke the ranks 
His prowess there was ne'er excelled.

In Ballymote, he doffed his coat 
Those massive doors, he sledged them through 

"Who dare oppose, who dare to close 
Our Council Hall" said bold Me Hugh.

The farmers' guide, the poor man's pride 
Twas by their side he boldly stood 

And when distressed or hard oppressed 
He gave to them his counsel good 
'Twas to the throng he did belong 
And to the poor he so well knew 

For everywhere you'd hear its prayer 
God save your soul P.A. Me Hugh.

Farewell, good friend till death does end 
our sorrows here for your sad demise 
Us then we'll meet, tis then we'll greet

You in that home beyond the skies.
That statue there through time may wear 

And crumble into clay like you 
But your loved name shall live in fame 

Farewell, farewell to you Me Hugh.

John O Rourke & Family
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Luke Me Govern, Fawn.
Luke Me Govern was a talented Calligrapher and Ulus trator. Unfor

tunately most of his work has been mislaid or has persished.The frag
ment of his work which survives is badly stained. He worked as a land 
surveyor and account keeper on the Lough Gill Steamers. He died on 
the 23rd February 1925 aged eighty five.

Luke Me Govern & Family

Imsh
m//

Awniueu A.niembenoF 
bKAncl).?/

bon. Sec.
nr ism mcivs. ltd

I DRUMLEASE

“A Union of Strength and Brotherhood of affection.” Wolfe Tone, 

j, /) This is to Certify that

.Mr HUS.. ./Zk tkyjhS............ Of.

was admitted a member of ttie Drumlease Branch of the \ 
United Irish League.

P. REYNOLDS. Srcketabt.
Dated this.fi.7. /.‘X A?. A.... Y.? /.Y..

(HAM PION, HLH.I

Membership Cards United Irish League

122 123

Leitrim Local Studies



^aSijL -- ------.---^  ̂ ’T7=n

S^hfusda. f 3'^
/?/.

fa/nxvi
Z'&s a-fe £/? "/ 

r&'/Cc
d/%SUte,fy£>»fata3.
Z . ^ZaJa^
3 11 Zjpusr’vP

” 0.',

flo r2 
/ .o 
/. o

3
Zz~
3

3„h 
Z..(p 
/ •■ o 
Zk o 
Z,.»

(p
/■ z

ip « b 
3- 3

■ /.. o
/ O 
/ <. G

4fcZ‘ ZiuZa 
'/yd'/iasn/TOsQ 

Z^dttnvs 
/ Z<i£&u/i£
( /Mousse 
3 3>W3 
'Zjtttod

-z3m
xGc'Oa^

ZZr&usorf^
/3&srC-

Z Zu^i^(ppil^tr
Ziyyda/O<z ^y %'■ 3 
3a^ /
rJ/Le;

fZyfc/fuycLr 
3/6- ,

Z

o<a 6

(p ? 
6,

x, ✓
Z. 3
/ ■■ o

3. ,/

V

•X.

'/'CnisZe 
/'Z3 /iias-P'^ 
Zyii/Zasttu/tiy / Z
Z/ZZa^/z, 2. '

?/tZj C 3.. <z / i-

Prices Saturday 3rd Oct 1914

124

Leitrim Local Studies



JE LIATROMA

Leitrim Local Studies


	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0001.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0002.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0003.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0004.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0005.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0006.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0007.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0008.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0009.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0010.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0011.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0012.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0013.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0014.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0015.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0016.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0017.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0018.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0019.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0020.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0021.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0022.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0023.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0024.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0025.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0026.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0027.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0028.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0029.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0030.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0031.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0032.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0033.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0034.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0035.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0036.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0037.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0038.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0039.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0040.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0041.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0042.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0043.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0044.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0045.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0046.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0047.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0048.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0049.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0050.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0051.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0052.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0053.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0054.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0055.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0056.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0057.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0058.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0059.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0060.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0061.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0062.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0063.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0064.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0065.jpg
	E:\Leitrim_Dromahaire Story and pictures_jpg\JPEG\Dromahaire Story and pictures_0066.jpg



