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Introduction
Some years ago an atlas covering all the parishes in the Diocese of Ardagh and
Clonmacnois was compiled. The thinking was that we needed to do this lest we might soon
arrive at a time when the names of townlands might be lost, as rural Ireland became
depopulated. Something more precious than placenames could now be lost in the
transformation attendant on the so-called Celtic Tiger. The initiative taken to put
together a portrait of the life of the Parish of Kiltoghert is a very worthwhile way of
saving something precious as the tide of our culture ebbs away. Future generations will
thank those who have done so.
Most Rev. Dr. Colm O’Reilly
Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois

I see this publication as an important contribution to building up that sense ofpride in
one's own community without which little is attempted much less achieved. It is arguably
the greatest need in our parishes in these times when we live ever more privately and
sometimes in isolation from our neighbours. No one is much given to shedding tears for
what we call the Common Good. And yet we discover again and again that it is at our
peril that we attempt to go it alone. Like it or not, we will always need one another.

I hope that the people of God in the Parish of Kiltoghert will find inspiration and
encouragement in what is being done to mark the end ofthe millennium and the dawn of
a new one. Everything we do, every monument and momento we create should be no more
than the external expression ofwhat wefeel in the heart. Pope John Paul has reminded us
that “the Great Jubilee is not just a series offunctions to be held but a great interior
experience to be lived”. That no doubt is what we should aim to achieve.

Colm O’Reilly,

Bishop ofArdagh and Clonmacnois.

Chairman’s Address
There is a sense ofgreat excitement in my heart and Ifeel so grateful to Godfor allowing me to be
alive at this significant time in history. As we make the transition into the third millennium and
say goodbye to the second there is a lot to remember and reflect on. There are many people we need
to rememberfor their special contribution to this community. This book is packed with memories
oflife in the Parish ofKiltoghert, the various groups and organisations who helped the locality and
made a major contribution to people’s lives.
You, the reader, will enjoy the history, the stories, the photos and be the owner ofa special momento
of the year 2000 A. D. celebration. Great credit is due to the committee in charge ofthe publication
of this book: Mr. Joe Flynn, Mr. Sean Murray, Ms. Pauline Moran, Mr. John Rooney and Mr.
Mike Joe Mahon. Thanks to the organisations and individuals who submitted materialfor the magazine and to Ms. Mary
McKiernan who typed thefull text.
I invite you to embark on a journey, sit back, relax and have pleasant reading.
Fr. P.J. Hufiiec,
(Chairperson. Kiltoghert Millennium Action Committee)
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Idlhen undertahiny. the publication o^ a Mayayine to- celebrate the jubilee IjeaA
vA

2000 many thouyhti came to mind. fyrom uncertainty to piAobability came the idea
of depictiny the pariAh of Kiltoybert ad it evolved.

A
ft’

Idle believe that we aAe ad ouA

^ore^atherA moulded ud, thAouyh their peAAoual interaction and the oryaniiationA to

which they belonyed.

iyou wiA-h to know where you one yoiuy to, you mudt ^Adt

undeAdtand ^rom where you. came. Idlith thiA in mind we iouyht to eAtahlidh aud recoyuiAe the contribution made

to the li^e o^ HiltoyheAt thronyh all the voluntary oryaniAationA that ercidt there, Spiritual, Guttural, Sportiny,
Educational and Community.

Indeed we have jo-und that eveAy oAyaniAatian id in itiel^ mateAial far a

tyrom open invitationA to all yroupA, OAticleA arrived.
paAidh in thiA publication.

Idle endeavoured to include eveAy. oryaniAation in the

Some failed to meet the publidheA14- deadline, otheAA Angered thrauyh curtailment

due to loch o^ Apace, while unfortunately a Jpw failed to eAtoblidh their ariyiuA or detail theiA octivitieA.

wiA-h to thanlr everybody, who Submitted OAticleA and photoA, moil AinceAely.

While every effort had been made

to verify detaild, the editorial team cannot tahe reApauAilility for theiA accuracy.
are not ueceAAaAily the viewA of the foint-EdiloAA.

’Ihe viewA contained therein

Idle aAe indebted to GaAAich Print 2000 for theiA patience

and undeAAtandiny at all timed.
'the windd of chanye aAe now blowiny at force 'leu and endanyeA the rootd of ouA cloAe hnit Aociety.

we

launch thiA mayayine in the twiliyht of the Aecond and the eve of the third Millennium, ouA widh iA that itd

contentd will endure a deeper undeAAtandiny. of the importance of the paridh unit in iociety, the peAAoual
fulfilment of involvement in it and the enrichment one derived from thiA involvement.

Idle feel that thiA

publication id in Acme way a louy overdue "<rJhauh tjou " to all who voluntarily did io much in the padt. "Ihid

"AdvertiAemeut tyree" publication id a way of pAederviny all aApectd of paAidh life in GaAAich-on-Shannon,
Heitrim, Qowel and flamedtowu and paAAiny it on to future yeneAatiauA.
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Editorial Team: Joe Flynn, Pauline Moran, John Rooney, Mike Joe Mahon, Sean Murray.
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Marist Lav^ Movement (Thirb Orber)
C atrick Twenty VeArs a Growing

The Marist
Lay Moveaiem

Some twenty years ago the Marist Third Order developed from an
enthusiastic Charismatic group. Fr. Ray Murray S.M., was invited to
Carrick to speak to those interested. The response was immediate.
A meeting was held every month, and Fr. Michael Campbell,
who was chaplain to the Secondary School, celebrated Mass in
the Convent chapel. Those who attended found the atmosphere of
prayer and the warmth and welcome they received so good, that
they invited their friends to come along. Soon the numbers
increased and a new venue had to be found. The group moved to
the Girls’ Primary School. Many people from Elphin joined the
group.
At a later date, Fr. Flannan (R.I.P.) then curate in Drumboylan,
asked that a group be started in the parish. Many of his
parishioners joined. The Marist Sisters from Carrick were warmly
welcomed at the monthly meetings, where they shared in prayer
with the members of the Marist group there.

Sisters Terence Lawrence and Francis Cosgrove

The Marist Family - sisters, brothers, lay people and priests, was
founded in France at the beginning of the 19th Century. In the
vision of Fr. Jean Claude Colin, the Marist Lay Movement held a
central place in the life and mission of this Family.

1vnA$cs - A Tree
Fr. Colin often referred to the Marist Family as a tree with many
branches. He said: "It could even be said that where a vigorous
Marist Lay Movement does not exist alongside the other branches
- the Society does not fully exist. It is like a defective tree with one
of its fruit-bearing branches missing".
Another time he said: "There will be more saints among the
Marist Lay Groups than in the other branches together".

OwtrcAch to Others
In 1980 a widows’ association was set up. Those meetings, which
followed, were a great help to all who had lost loved ones.
Members of the Marist Third Order organised a party at Christmas
each year, which was enjoyed by everyone.

A Brib$c
We are all familiar with the way President Mary McAleese uses a
bridge as a symbol of drawing people together. Two centuries ago
Fr. Colin used this image for the Marist Lay Movement. He said that
through its members many people would be drawn to God and
Mary.

Our l_AbVj of Goob Hope
In the vision of Fr. Colin, the unborn were not forgotten. There is a
special enrolment for expectant mothers. The unborn child is
placed under the protection of Mary, Our Lady of Good Hope to
obtain a safe birth. All those enrolled are prayed for at each
meeting.

Open to All
All down the years thousands of people, in different parts of the
world have become members of the Marist Lay Movement,
because it is open to all, in every walk of life.

Into The
future
Twenty years on and
the Marist Lay Group
continue.
Some
members have gone
home to God, new
members
have
joined, and the good
work
goes
on.
Meetings take place
on
the
second
Monday of every
month. Mass is
celebrated by Fr.
O’Dowd S.M. All are
welcome to come
along. There is room
for everyone in
Mary’s Family.

Sr. Donal, Irish Provincial of the Marist Sisters, pictured with the organising committee who on behalf of the Carrick-on-Shannon

community presented her with a portrait of the old Marist Convent which the sisters vacated on moving to the new Convent in 1995.
Front Row (L to R):
Sean Murray, Dodo Keane, Sr. Donal, Kathleen Flanagan, Linda Byrne and Billy Gilligan.
Back Row (L to R):
Helen Reynolds, Anne Trench, Jimmy Stenson, Mary Glancy, Tommy Kelly, Nora Lynch and Malachy Molloy.

Photo Courtesy: Pat Reynolds
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Memories of Saint Mary’s Choir
John C. Costello

Other stalwarts of the 40's were Tony Armstrong, Bart Breen,
Sammy Holt, Laddie O’Sullivan, Jimmy Barnes, George Rogan,
Kieran Gavin, the Smith brothers, Joe Molloy and many many
more too numerous to mention.
In the late 1940’s Father Woods arrived in Carrick and he was
both organist and choirmaster. He transmitted his great love for
sacred music - predominantly Latin - to the choir members. During
this era the liturgical high points of the Church year were
celebrated with due ceremony by Canon O’Donoghue supported
by Father Woods and the choir.
When Father Woods was transferred, the Marist Sisters filled
the breach with Sr. Marie Annunciata playing the organ. Later on
Sr. Anne Catherine and Sr. Una Giblin continued the great work,
followed by Mrs Patricia Harman. Father Francis Doyle P.P. Foxfield
made a marvellous contribution, as also did Father McAuley,
during his short stay here.
Post Vatican II Latin seemed to slip away from our repertoire
and with the arrival of Sisters Anne and Inez, in the early 70’s, and
the inclusion of the lady members (who continue to make a
wonderful contribution) the change was complete. We now not only
had a much larger choir but we also had a social side to our
activities. We went on annual outings - the first of which was the
memorable trip to Killarney in 1978.
With the passing of the years we have lost many old friends
but we know they are now singing their alleluias in the "great
beyond".
We cannot under any circumstances conclude without paying
tribute to our present encumbent Mrs Elizabeth O’Halloran, who

Records do not exist, but St. Mary’s Choir is reputed to be in
existence since the Church was consecrated in 1879. It is a living
tribute to the many generations that have contributed their talents
down the years that it is still flourishing as we approach the new
millennium.
The present organ was donated by the Barrett family,
Merchants, Bridge Street. The first remembered organist was Mrs.
Richard Feely (nee White), Bridge Street, followed in the late ‘30's
by Mr O’Shaughnessy, who was a professional organist and gave
piano lessons in Jack McPartland’s, Main Street. After some years
he was appointed organist in Carlow Cathedral.
From its inception until the 1970’s the choir was all-male. The
first curate of modern times who had a great talent for choral work
and had a beautiful tenor voice was Fr. O’Carroll, who was on loan
from the American missions. During his short sojourn here he
introduced Gregorian Chant and had the choir perform to a high
standard. At this point the boys from the Brothers' Primary School
were included in the parish choir. One of the star performers of the
primary school was the late Joe Lowe, R.I.P, a boy soprano, who
sang a solo at a Liturgical Festival in Longford Cathedral and who
went on to become the finest tenor ever in St. Mary’s Choir until his
untimely death in 1990. Go ndeanna Dia trocaire air.
On the departure of Mr O’Shaughnessy and Fr. O’Carroll,
Miss Marguerite Feely, Bridge Street, became organist and took
charge of the choir. Young men from the town with any musical
ability were encouraged to join. Tribute must be paid at this stage
to the Feely family for their contribution at both organist and singer
level including Enda R.I.P. who had a beautiful baritone voice.

Front Row (L to R):
Second Row (L to R):
Third Row (L to R):

Edwina McNulty, Marie Rutledge, Lynn Howell, Elizabeth O’Halloran (Organist), Angela McGinn, Pauline Moran, Elizabeth McCarthy.
Helen Gilligan, Helena Brett, Peggy McBrien, Carmel O'Rourke, Deirdre Holmes, Anne Farry.
Peggy Neenan, Marcella Murray, Helen Reynolds, Hilary Collins, Dolores Cunniffe, Renee Dolan, Josephine Guckian, Mary McElgunn,

Back Row(L to R):

Annie Heeran (R.I.P), Tommy Phillips, Sheamie Murray, Billy Gilligan, John Costello, Joe Flynn, Joe Moore (Conductor).
Fergus Harman, Noel Holmes, Walter Harman, Joe Lowe, Ken Moran, Fr. P.J. Hughes, Sean Neenan.
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has faithfully served since Sr. Anne’s departure and who loves
music so much that she infects us with her enthusiasm. We
welcome her new assistant Mrs Monica O'Gorman, our choir
master who succeeded our former inspired conductor Joe Moore,
who is very well known in local and national music circles.
The late Tony Armstrong was honoured for his long and
distinguished service to Saint Mary’s Choir stretching over half a
century when conferred with the ‘Bene Merente’ Papal Medal
during a special Mass to mark this unique event held in Saint
Mary’s Church in the early 1980's. The Mass was celebrated by the
parish priest, the late Canon Ciaran Ryan.
On 9th December 1995, Father Brian Brennan, P.P. conferred
the Diocesan medal for long and distinguished service to the
Church on two of the longest serving members of the choir, John
Costello and Walter Harman. It was a great honour for both and
afterwards the celebrations in the Bush Hotel included members
and former members.
We look forward to the new millennium with the confidence
born of the knowledge, that the torch will be carried by the younger
generations and that our beloved choir, so much a part of our lives,
will flourish for another 100 years plus.

7947 _ 7999

Kathleen Crossan

In 1947 Carrick-on-Shannon Feis Committee was formed under
the Chairmanship of P. MacEanna, Principal of the Vocational
School. The following names were on the committee: An tAthar
MacConcoillte - Vice-Chairman, Brid Ni Cinneide - Treasurer,
Seamus 0 Piotan and Michael MacGiolla Riabhaigh - Joint
Secretaries.
Many local names also involved in the Committee were
Convey, Cronin, Flynn, Glancy, Lynch, Kelly, Laird, McGowan,
Mulvey, O’Griofa, O’Toole, O’Dowd, the local Presentation
Brothers and in later years the O’Rourke and Cox families.
On the 14th and 15th May 1947, Carrick-on-Shannon hosted
its first Feis. The events were varied and included singing, dancing,
history, reading, recitation, instrumental music, melodeon and ceili
band competitions. The Programme for that first Feis stated that a
piano was available for Competitors but they must provide their
own accompanists. Also on the programme of events was a
Question Time competition on Agricultural matters with a cup of
tea for the competitor with the highest marks. Entry fees varied
from six pence for individual entries up to two shillings for team
events.
Business people in the town sponsored some silver cups and
many of these are still in the possession of the present Feis
Committee.
The Feis remained a popular annual event through the Fifties
and Sixties with many local towns hosting a yearly Feis. Each Feis
ran independently of each other with no standard rules or
regulations.
In the Sixties a body called ‘Commisiun’ was set up and each
Feis had to be registered with them. From this time to the present
the emphasis would be on Irish Dancing and Music. Feis Cara
Drama Ruisc has been held annually since 1947. In 1997 the
Committee celebrated its 50th year in existence and each
competitor received a special decorative certificate in
commemoration. Down through the years the many committees
have included dedicated, hard working members whose ambition
is to keep our Irish heritage of Music,
Song and Dance alive. Over the last
few years there has been a big upsurge
Irish Dancing and our Feis now
consists of only Irish Dancing.
Wouldn't it be great to see the same
renewed interest in traditional music
and singing!

Ble»ed Padre Pio Prayer Group
Carrick-on-Shannon
On the 5th March 1987 the first Mass of the Padre Pio Prayer
Group was celebrated in Carrick-on-Shannon. There was a
large attendance at this Mass and one could see immediately
that the group was very enthusiastic. Since then Mass with
Rosary afterwards has been celebrated on the first Tuesday of
every month.
The group was founded by Gerardine Rowley and Mary
Gill. Gerardine has since gone on to join the Good Shepherd
Sisters in Cork and had her final profession in Carrick-onShannon on the 23rd August, 1998. She now works with the
poor in Dublin’s inner city.
Eileen Carey then joined Mary to become a group leader
and both have endeavoured to spread devotion to Padre Pio far
and wide.
In December 1996 the group received a first class relic of
Padre Pio from Fr. Allessio Parante- the priest who looked after
Padre Pio for six years before his death. We are very privileged
to have this relic and it has brought healing in many forms to a
great number of people.
Padre Pio was born on the 25th of May, 1887 and was
ordained a priest on the 10th of August, 1910. On the 25th
September 1918 the five wounds of Our Lord’s Passion
appeared on his body. From the time of his ordination his whole
life revolved around his daily offering of the Mass and his
ministry in the Confessional. After a life of intense suffering
Padre Pio died on the 23rd of September, 1968.
Our greatest day dawned on Sunday the 2nd of May, 1999
when Padre Pio was beatified by Pope John Paul II. To mark
this joyous occasion Mass was celebrated in St. Mary’s Church
at 9a.m. People came from all over Sligo, Longford,
Roscommon and Leitrim to this Mass. We now look forward to
the canonisation of this great man. Pope John Paul II has
declared that Blessed Padre Pio’s feast day will be celebrated
on the anniversary of his death- 23rd September.

5

Leitrim Local Studies

COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF CARRICK-ON-SHANNON FEIS 1991

Standing (L to Ft):
Seated (L to R):
Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan.

Local Girls, Clare Crossan, Orla Keaney and Sandra Trench who competed in
Feis Chara Droma Ruisc, 1991

Feis Chara Droma Ruisc.
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camcK-on dn
Fr. P.J. Hughes, C.C.

The Folk Group are young people involved in the life of the Church.
third level education. Roisin Blunnie, Claire O’Donnell, Laura
They are a group of young singers and musicians from the parish
Burke, Ailie Blunnie, Breda McNulty and Michael Corrigan joined
of Kiltoghert and they are currently students at the Community
and brought with them hymns of praise that appealed very much to
School, Carrick-on-Shannon. Every second Sunday they sing at
young people. The sound of the organ and choir will always be
the 11.30am Mass in St. Mary’s Church.
loved by people, young and old. The folk group produces a different
The group was established in March 1996. They are not the
sound with guitars, flutes, violin, tambourine and drums. Through
first folk group in Carrick on Shannon and they won’t be the last.
their music at Mass the young church is helped. Their confidence
With the help of a few adults who had been part of the last folk
and contribution was sought by Sr. Geraldine. Like any group of
group we started off. People like Gerry O’Halloran, Siobhan Talbot,
people, the folk group took on the invitation to play at her
Dympna O’Rourke, Michelle Guckian, Edwina McNulty, Carmel
profession. David Wimsey joined us on the organ and Pat Collum
Burke and Paul Byrne were joined by Marion Brogan, Clodagh
played drums.
Flynn, Nicola Moran, Seamus Newcombe, Michael O’Rourke,
The ceremony was most enjoyable and a video was
Colin Murray, Kieran O’Rourke, Amanda Keating and Patricia
produced. During the remaining months of 1998 we spent time
Corrigan. They were a very talented bunch and produced a
learning some rock-gospel music. We also took on more new
beautiful sound to enhance the celebration of each Mass they took
members. Khristina Baker-Kenny, Martina Cunniffe, Eadaoin
part in. Gerry, Paul and Colin played guitars; Clodagh and Nicola
Bohan, Michelle Comerton, Sinikka Oeckinghaus, Sharon
played flute and Kieran played drums.
Kennedy.
To keep a group like this together is difficult. Other
In 1999, another challenge came the way of the Folk Group commitments and pressures from family life and work present a
to sing at a rally and at a Mass in Knock on 27th March. Cormac
problem when it comes to practising together. As a result people
Kelleher and Ronan Padden, both good drummers, joined us with
leave and other new members join the group bringing with them
Fergal Woods and Heidi Donnellan. This was a memorable day
new talent.
where 3,000 young teenagers gathered from the Diocese to sing
Every group has memories to recall high points that were of
and pray. Bishop Colm O’Reilly later wrote me a letter highly
special significance. In the summer of 1997, the Folk Group played
commending the Folk Group for their contribution.
at a Mass which was broadcast live on Radio 1. The shape of the
The Folk Group have grown and matured. They love what they
group had changed and new singers, Anthony and Caroline
do and feel relaxed singing whether at a funeral Mass, final
Conway, Kathy Crowe, Fiona Daly, Sarah Moran, Sarah Corrigan,
profession or regular Sunday Mass. Because they are all students
Jonathan Corrigan, Joseph Flynn, Sile Murray, Tracey Tivnan and
of the Community School they enjoy helping out at school Masses
Elaine McCarthy had joined the ranks and made a big contribution.
during the year. On Wednesday 7th April the Folk Group went to
For the Radio Mass Brendan Cryan joined us on the organ, as well
the Point Depot to see ‘Les Miserables’.The group will continue to
as Cathy Maguire, Arlene Molloy, Heidi Donnellan, Edel
sing and play at Mass into the new millennium and other new
McWeeney, Edel Guckian, Joan Mollohan and Caitriona
members will join them. I pray that God will bless them with His
McWeeney.
love and peace for the great work they do.
During the year the group
meet
for
practice
every
Wednesday evening for one hour.
We learn new pieces of music and
become more familiar with what
we are singing. We acquire some
breathing skills and work on
extending our vocal range. I enjoy
working with the group and the
feedback from people who hear
them at Mass is encouraging and
always affirmative.
We are very grateful to Mrs.
Kitty Gately, Principal of the Girls’
National School for leaving a room
at our disposal for practice.
Our big memory from 1998 is
the final profession of Sr.
Geraldine Rowley. In January
1998 a host of new members
Claire O'Donnell, Michelle Comerton, Tracey Tivnan, Sile Murray, Fiona Daly and Sarah Moran.
joined - again very talented. Front Row (L to R):
Kathy Crowe, Caroline Conway. Sarah Corrigan. Elaine McCarthy. Sinikka Oeckinghaus and Roisin Blunnie.
Centre Row (L to R)
These replaced some of our Back Row (L to R):
Eadaoin Bohan, Ailie Blunnie, Khristina Baker-Kenny, Laura Burke. Anthony Conway and Breda McNulty.
members who had moved away to Missing from Photo:
Paul Byrne, Martina Cunniffe, Sharon Kennedy, Grace Garvey and Regina Fox.
Photo Courtesy: Fr. P.J. Hughes
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Donal O'Scolai

PerpetwAl AborAtion, St. Mail’s Church
Understanding the purpose of Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration in our parish and the value, need and importance of
spending one hour each week in prayer with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament.
Perpetual Adoration is simply our response to the love of
Jesus whereby each of us is willing to spend a quiet hour of
prayer in His Eucharistic Presence once a week so that we may
continue to have perpetual exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. Jesus tells us how important this is in His
Eucharistic discourse: ‘Indeed this is the will of My Father that
everyone who looks upon the Son and believes in Him, shall
have eternal life, to Him I will raise up on the last day’; (Jn 6.40).
Perpetual exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is a
profession of our faith as a people of God, a Eucharistic parish,
truly believing that Jesus is here, and that He is welcomed,
loved and adored by us. Each time we receive Jesus in the
Eucharist we enrich our spiritual life. Each moment we look
upon Him in the Blessed Sacrament with faith, He raises us up
into a deeper union with Himself, and He will make us
everlastingly more glorious in heaven; for union with Jesus is
our calling and vocation in life and our eternal happiness forever
in Heaven.
What He asks for is that we be willing to do more than
celebrate Eucharist on Sunday. He wants us to take time out
during the week to come and spend some quiet time in His
presence, for He says to us: ‘Where your treasure is, there is
your heart’.
This is why Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is ongoing in
our parish; it lasts as long as Our Lord’s love for us in the
Blessed Sacrament lasts, which is forever. As long as He loves
us enough to be with us day and night, then we want to love
Him enough to be with Him day and night. We respond with
‘around the clock’ adoration because the Eucharist calls us to
be generous with God.
You may spend your hour with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament any way you like. You may want to bring your own
books. You may want to pray the rosary or read scripture, or do
both. You may speak to Jesus heart to heart, or you may listen
to Him speak to you as he does through inspiration, or you may
just want to sit, relax and enjoy the sweet peace that comes
from simply being in His company, for He said; "Come aside to
an out of the way place and rest awhile" or "be still and know
that I am God".
Just as you cannot be exposed to the sun without
receiving its rays, so too, you cannot come before the Blessed
Sacrament without receiving the divine life-giving rays of the
grace and love of the Son of God.

A brief historical note:
In the month of August 1984, Fr. Pat Earley, then Administrator
of St. Mel’s Cathedral, Longford, contacted Canon Ciaran Ryan,
P.P. Fr. Pat informed him of the impending visit of Fr. Martin
Lucia, S.S.,C.C., to Longford. Fr. Martin had organised
Perpetual Adoration in Parishes throughout the world. Fr. Pat
wanted to know if the Parish of Kiltoghert would also like to have
a visit by Fr. Martin, to give a talk on the value of hosting
Perpetual Adoration in the Community.
The answer was "Yes", so Fr. Martin did arrive and inspired
the congregation at the Saturday night Mass on the 11th of
August. The thrust of his talk was that the laity are the backbone
of such a venture, with the support of the clergy.
A meeting was held the following Tuesday night, at which
a steering committee was set up. By the following weekend the
parish missalette contained the details of the recruitment drive,
with the aim of having at least two persons covering every hour
round the clock. Four contact names were initially listed: Donal
Scully, Gabriel Lannon, Ann O’Sullivan (R.I.P.) and Teresa
Doherty. Notices read from the altar and the missalette over the
next few weeks kept everyone informed of progress achieved. A
notice board was placed in the porch of the church for people to
see the progress to date and to sign on for the hour of their
choice, or the hours where Adorers were needed.
The official start of Perpetual Adoration was timed for 8th
September 1984, the Nativity of Our Blessed Lady. It was
launched by Mass and Benediction and has continued ever
since.
In January 1985, Mons. Michael Ryan, having taken over
the Parish on the death of Canon Ryan, initiated another
recruitment drive, especially for the night hours. Again ten years
later, Fr. Brian Brennan now Parish Priest after the death of
Mons. Ryan, appointed Fr. PeterTiernan, C.C. Spiritual Director.
Fr. Peter set about re-organising the steering committee with a
view to making a fresh appeal for adorers to strengthen the
ranks. The appeal was to a new generation to replace those
who could not now participate due to leaving the parish, ill
health and those that had passed on to their eternal reward.
This injection of a new energy brought about some changes,
but especially the creation of a special Adoration Chapel by
converting some of the Sacristy of the church.
The success of the Perpetual Adoration over the years is .
also due in no small measure to the people in the surrounding
Parishes who have participated fully in the organisation and
manning of the rotas.
Mai Walsh, our Chairperson and Monica Reynolds are the
current contact persons in arranging the rotas. Monica inserted
the following article in the Parish Newsletter for Pentecost
Sunday and it is a good piece to finish with:8
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Christian oMeditatien
A Christian Meditation group meets each Wednesday at 7.00pm in
Fr. P.J. Hughes’ house.
The group was formed early in 1998 and it is the first group in
Co. Leitrim so far. We are part of a world-wide community of over
1,200 groups, of which there are 100-120 groups in Ireland.
Christian Meditation has'a tradition which goes back to early
Christian times, to 4th century Father John Cassian.
John Cassian was the spiritual teacher of St. Benedict,
founder of the monastic Benedictine Order. It was Fr. John Main,
an Irish Benedictine monk who rediscovered the writings of John
Cassian - his tenth conference on prayer. It was during a period of
time, which he spent in Thomas Merton’s Cistercian Abbey in
Gethsemani, Kentucky, that the Spirit moved deeply in his heart
and called him to the work of teaching meditation. He also learned,
beyond any doubt, that this was the work of the Kingdom to which
he was called, and to give the rest of his life, no matter how long
or short it might be.

JErn i>Bnis

Monica Reynolds

Fr. Main then went on to establish a monastery in Montreal,
Canada, at the request of the then Bishop Leonard J. Crowley,
V.G., and it was here in 1976, that he started his first meditation
group of monks and lay people. This has now spread to a world
wide community and continues to grow with each passing year.
People from all walks of life, religious and lay, meet in
churches, monasteries, colleges, schools, prison cells, private
homes and office buildings.
Sadly, Fr. Main died at the early age of fifty-two, in December
1982. The seeds he planted are indeed bearing fruit today. As a
fellow Benedictine monk said at the homily of his requiem Mass:
‘So our prayers today must be for the repose of the soul of a
dedicated monk who sought new ways to bring people to God and
who sought to adapt our traditions to the needs of today, and
indeed of tomorrow’.

jjpgrrnnjni

The 1942 Corpus Christi Procession exiting Saint Mary's Church, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Venerable Archdeacon P. Donohue, P.P.V.F., the Parish Priest is carrying the Monstrance flanked by an FCA Guard of Honour.
P/7O/O Courtesy: Brian Carthy
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Arthur Laird

it to him. The Canon accepted and he asked Martin Beirne,
he Nativity Painting by Karl Gustav Plagemann, which is
Cortober, to bring it to St. George’s. Some help was enlisted and it
now in St. George’s Church, Carrick-on-Shannon, has had
was loaded on to Martin’s lorry. When it arrived at the Church it
an interesting and varied history.
could not be got in, as it was too big to fit through the front door.
It seems it was first owned by a monastery in Italy and was
As it then started to rain, the picture was brought to Martin's home
bought at an auction there by Charles Manners St. George. He had
and was left on the lorry in the hayshed.
been British Ambassador in Turin, among other cities. He was also
After a few day's rain the weather took up and another attempt
landlord of Carrick-on-Shannon.
was made. This time Canon Biggs brought a saw and cut the frame
He brought the painting home to Ireland and it was among a
in half. The picture and frame were then got into the church, where
large collection of paintings in his house in Fitzwilliam Place in
it now remains, leaning against the wall. The painting is rather dark
Dublin. In 1837, he presented it to St. George’s Church in Carrickand discoloured, the clearest part being the Virgin's face. Martin
on-Shannon. Kate Cullen, mother of Susan Mitchell, saw it hanging
there during her
residence in Carrick
in the 1860’s.
In 1854 the
doctrine of the
Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
was defined by the
Pope, as an Article
of Faith for the
Roman
Catholic
Church. After this
there
was
a
widening of the
devotional
gap
between
the
Churches. Devotion
to the Virgin Mary
became
less
popular in the
Anglican Church,
just as it became
more important in
the Roman Catholic
Canon
Slator
was
the
recipient
of
a
presentation
to
mark
his
retirement
as
a
Rector
of
St.
George
’
s
Church
in
1979
Church. On account
and his subsequent departure to reside in Dublin. Making the presentation is the late Mr. Herbert Harman on behalf of the
of this the Vestry of
Church of Ireland Community.
St. Georges Church Back Row (L to R):
Dickie Patterson, Bertha Patterson, Ivan Notley, Abbeygale Notley, Arthur Laird, Maeve Laird, Ruth McCullough and
John McCullough.
decided to remove
the painting and they Front Row (L t0 R):
Minnie lrwin- Hannah Harman, Herbert Harman, Canon Slator and Dorothy Slator.
Photo courtesy: Billy Gilligan
gave it back to the
St. George family.
Beirne explained that the reason for this is that he got a raw potato,
In 1879, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church was built in
which he cut in half, and then rubbed it against the face until he
Carrick- on-Shannon, and Petronella Hallberg, inheritor of the St.
cleaned it!
George estate, presented the painting to it. It remained hanging in
The Historical Society have shown great interest in the
the sacristy there until about 1960. At that time repairs were being
painting and, with the help of Hilary Pyle, have got two experts
carried out to St. Mary’s Church. The parish priest, Canon Kearney,
from the National Gallery to come and examine it. Their opinion is
got a valuer from Dublin to put a price on the painting. He valued it
that it is well worth cleaning and refurbishing, and that members of
at seven shillings and sixpence in old money (37.5 pence decimal
their staff can do this work in the Church without having to move
coinage!) Canon Kearney decided to give the painting to the Marist
the painting to Dublin. It is intended to get this work done after St.
Sisters, so it remained hanging behind the stage in the concert hall
George’s Church building itself is renovated.
of the Marist Secondary School, later Marymount College, until
This is the story of the Nativity Painting so far.
1980.
The
writer
wishes
to
acknowledge
the
information
on
this
subject
Canon Ivan Biggs came to St. George’s as Rector at that time,
given
by
the
late
Mr
Shane
Flynn,
Hatley
Manor,
also
the
advice
and as he admired the painting, the Marist Sisters decided to give
and assistance given by Mr Farrell McElgunn, Carrick-on-Shannon.

Leitrim Local Studies

Kmgtots op Colciraboraas
Brendan Kieran

The Order was founded in 1915 in Belfast. Canon O'Neill was the
diocesan chaplain for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. He was very
influenced by the social teachings of the Church and in particular
Leo Xlll's "Rerum Novarum".
This encyclical clearly had a relevance to the Ireland of the
time. Canon O’Neill saw this relevance and his attempt to respond
to this call was to form a special Conference of the St. Vincent De
Paul Society. However this conference ran into trouble with the
Society on the grounds that the project conflicted with the
exclusively practical constitution of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul.
At this point Canon O’Neill began to think in terms of a
completely new organisation, which would devote itself totally to
the Lay Apostolate. Through his friendship with an American
bishop, he got a copy of the constitution and rules of the Knights of
Columbus, an American organisation founded in 1882 by a Father
McGivney. A group of Catholic graduates from Queens University,
Belfast, examined these and altered them to suit the Irish
conditions of the times as he envisaged them. Thus the Knights of
St. Columbanus came into existence.
The Order grew quite quickly with many councils being
formed. By July 1923 five of the present twelve Provincial Areas
were in existence. The remainder were in existence by 1926 except
for Area 12 (Bray, Wicklow, Gorey and Arklow) which split from
Area 1 (Dublin) in the early eighties. The Order was granted
hierarchial approval in 1934.
The Order is a member of the International Alliance of
Catholic Knights. We will learn a little more about this later. But it is
fitting to say at this stage that IACK is fully recognised and
approved as a lay Catholic Action group.
We have been involved in many projects and charitable
activities over the years. The following is a brief list of some of the
more important activities of the past:

1970 onwards:
• Organised holidays in the Republic for deprived and
terrorism -affected Northern Ireland children from both
communities.
• Organised a campaign to further the canonisation of
then Blessed Oliver Plunkett.
• Twelve mobile homes were purchased and personally
taken to Italy by members to help victims of the Italian
earthquake of 1978
• Set up the Catholic Housing Agency to assist
disadvantaged people with housing.
• Financed survey into illegal Irish immigrants in New York.
• Built an office block at the rear of Ely House, the income
from which is to be used for charitable activities.
• Activated campaigns against teenage drinking, gaming
machines, Video-porn, discrimination against travellers,
marginalised groups, etc.
• Helped set up the Dublin City Foodbank and a Hypothermi
Unit in Dublin.

Supreme Council

Trustees

Council of Directors

ORdeR
Provincial Areas

StRUCtCiRG

Primary Councils

1929:

Helped form and promote the Catholic Boy Scouts of
Ireland.
1930-1938. Financed the Chair of Catholic sociology at
Maynooth.
1931:
Assisted Father Hayes in the formation of Munitir na
Tire
1932:
The Order had a major role in the organising of the
Eucharistic Congress of that year. The organisation
started in 1924.
1938:
Established "Hibernia", a Catholic magazine (later
sold)
1940-1958. Helped establish the Catholic Social Welfare Bureau
in Dublin, now Crosscare. Assisted emigrants with
accommodation and contacts. Very active in lobby
to provide sanitary and recreational amenities in
schools. Raised £20,000 to assist Italian Catholics.
1950-1960: Assisted in the evaluation of the Credit Union
scheme and later promoted the spread of the
movement throughout Ireland. Set up the Congo
Relief Fund. Set up the Catholic Communications
Centre, which is now autonomous. Set up the
Nigeria/Biafra relief fund.

The corner stone of the organisation is the Primary Council. This is
our equivalent to say a conference of the V. De. P. or a praesidium
of the Legion of Mary. There are approximately 100 councils
throughout the thirty-two counties of Ireland. The chairman of the
council is called the Grand Knight.
Each primary council is responsible to a Provincial Area
council. There are twelve provincial areas loosely based on the old
diocesan boundaries. The provincial council is composed of the
Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight and elected representatives of
each primary council in the area. This body elects an executive
every three years to administer the area. The officer names are the
same as the primary council except they have the prefix
"Provincial”.
Each area has two seats on the Council of Directors held by
the Provincial Grand Knight and his deputy. The Supreme
Executive, who is elected by the Supreme Council every three
years, makes up the rest of the C.O.D. The trustees have right of
attendance but do not have a vote. They hold all the Order’s assets
in Trust.
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foundation was laid. There were ten members and this has now
increased to twenty-three. In '98 our meetings were held in the
Marist Convent Novitiate Building which we had to vacate after the
Convent closed. The Bush Hotel came to our aid and put rooms at
our disposal. However, this proved unsatisfactory as we had a
different location in the Hotel almost every meeting.
Something had to be done, we tried for rooms in Mohill and
Boyle to no avail and we were now faced with the possibility of yet
again disbanding. However, our prayers were answered when in
1998 the Breffni Players Drama Centre was established on the
Leitrim Road and when approached gladly put their rehearsal room
at our disposal. We now meet here on the second Tuesday of each
month. We are indeed indebted to the Breffni Players and look
forward to the new Millennium.

The Knights in
CcjRRick-on-Shannon
The 88th Council of the Knights of St. Columbanus under the
patronage of St. Erard (a seventh century missionary) was
established and granted Charter in 1933. The monthly meetings
were held in various centres in the town - Presentation Brothers,
Campbell’s (now Beirne’s Butchers) and the Marist Convent
(Novitiate Building).
The Council drew membership from Drumshanbo, Carrick,
Boyle and Mohill and is situated in Provincial Area 8 embracing
counties Leitrim, Sligo, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway (part) and
Westmeath (part). It flourished until 1972, when it disbanded due
mostly to lack of membership.
In 1988 the Council was re-established and, under the
spiritual guidance of the late Mons. Michael Ryan, P.P., a sound

Kiltoghert Pastoral Council
Father Brian Brennan, P. P.

them in planning pastoral programmes and improving pastoral
services, and also in evaluating the effectiveness of existing
programmes and services. Pastoral councils have plenty to do.
Indeed their work is never done.
Meetings may take place seven to nine times yearly. The
parish priest, or another priest of the parish designated by him,
shall preside at all meetings. Prior to each meeting, the priest,
together with the chairperson and secretary, draw up the
agenda, for which members of the council may submit items or
motions. The agenda may include matters pertaining to the
mission of the Church, i.e., the full range of pastoral activities,
which will enable this particular faith-community to listen more
attentively to God's word and put it into practice in its day-to-day
life.
A short period of each meeting is given over to prayer and
reflection on an appropriate section of God’s Word and study.
The people of the parish are kept informed about the
council’s deliberations and initiatives through reports in the
Newsletter. A wide selection of pastoral concerns have been
initiated or revived, such as adult religious education, care of the
elderly and sick, youth needs and problems, Mass attendance,
the parish Lending Library, Station Masses, evening devotions in
Advent and Lent, alcohol abuse, family prayer, liturgy and music
in liturgy, pastoral care of the bereaved, liturgy of welcome and
social for newcomers to the parish, a liturgy and social to
celebrate the elderly of the parish and a ‘GOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD NETWORK’ , through which people with
time on their hands share a little of their time with ‘care-givers’ in
their own homes, i.e. people who are caring for sick or elderly or
handicapped family members, or young mothers trying to adjust
to the no-sleep routine of a baby with colic. The ‘GOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD NETWORK’ gives the ‘care-giver’ a break
for a couple of hours or for an afternoon or evening so they can
do simple things like shop, go the barber or hairdresser, go to the
dentist or just be free for a little while to rest or sleep. This is
surely a Gospel-driven ministry rooted and sustained in love.

Vatican II was called by Pope John XXIII to renew the Church
and respond to a rapidly changing world. In 1986 the Irish
bishops recommended the establishment of Pastoral Councils in
ail parishes as a means of giving practical expression to many of
the concepts of the 2nd Vatican Council, and of involving all the
People of God, priests, religious and laity, in the life and mission
of the Church. It was seen to be one way in which this renewal
and collaboration could be facilitated.
The parish of Kiltoghert was one of the first parishes in the
Diocese of Ardagh to set up a pastoral council. It was a new
experience for priests and parishioners alike, a learning process,
with its ups and downs. The present pastoral council is
constituted as follows:-

Elected Members: Anna Butler, Kilnagross, Treasurer, Pat
Butler, Jamestown, Vice-Chairperson, Des Flynn, Breffni
Crescent, Mary Flynn, Saint Mary’s Close, Patricia Gartlan,
Shannon Lodge, Consoline Guckian, Fawn, Meena Guckian,
Gowel, Chairperson, Alicia Keane, Ballinwing, Frank Keane,
Jamestown, Brendan Kieran, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon,
Honorary Secretary, Tommy Martin, Saint Patrick’s Park, Ethel
Moreton, Sheafield, Mary McElgunn, Summerhill, Tommy
Padden, Tiermactiernan.
Ex-Officio Members: Fr Brian Brennan, P P., President, Fr
Turlough Baxter, C C., Sr Rosarii Cryan, Parish Sister, Fr P. J
Hughes, C C., Carmel Nally, Parish Secretary.

Co-Opted Members: Sr Eva, Summerhill Grove, PRO,
representing the Marist Community, Jim McLoughlin, Assistant
Honorary Secretary, representing youth.
The members spent the first six months doing a formation
course, following a Handbook entitled "Parish Pastoral Councils".
During the course they learned that the role of a pastoral council
is to help the priests identify pastoral needs in the parish, assist
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Sean Murray

The relevance and importance of the
Pioneer Total Abstinence Association
cannot be over-emphasised in this the
Centenary Year of the Movement. Members of the Pioneers - there
are now half a million world-wide of which 250,000 live in Ireland can be rightly proud of the Association’s history based not only on
temperance, but also on prayer reparation and good example.
The inspired action in setting up the P.T.A.A. (in the
Presbytery of Saint Francis Xavier’s Church, Gardiner Street,
Dublin, on December 28th 1898) was part of an on-going collective
effort to come to grips with the many problems associated with
excessive drinking in Ireland at the time. The first Central Director,
Father James Cullen, wished to address the widespread abuse of
alcohol in the Ireland of his day, together with all the personal and
social consequences that flow from such abuse. So Fr. Cullen
along with four female like-minded associates took on themselves
a threefold commitment:

(1)
(2)
(3)

choice of the Pioneers for themselves; for society generally, the
message is Temperance in the sense of Moderation and Selfcontrol. Total abstinence is a means for some only. Temperance is
the Goal for all.
The Kiltoghert Pioneer Centre (No 1018) was established in
October 1933. Initially there were separate male and female
sections. The local Parish Priest Venerable Archdeacon Donohoe,
P.P. V.F., was the driving force responsible, ably assisted by local
C.C. Rev. Fr. Gilleran. Initially all meetings were held in the Sacristy
of St. Mary’s Church, Carrick-on-Shannon. The following male
members - James Sheerin, Paul Mulvey, Sean Tansey, William
Mulhern (Jnr), Michael McKenna, George McManus, John J.
Armstrong, James Reynolds, George Reilly, Thomas Lynes,
Thomas Duignan and James Caulfield - were the first from the
newly affiliated (date of affiliation was 10th October, 1933)
Kiltoghert Centre to be ratified as full Pioneers by the Central
Council of the P.T.A.A. The signature of Father Joseph Flinn, S.J.,
Central Spiritual Director (Fr. Flinn succeeded the ‘Founder’ Fr.
Cullen) appears in the Kiltoghert Register of Applicants for
Admission to the P.T.A.A., ratifying the admission of the above 12
people, and which is still in our possession. On the 18th October
1933, the first Council meeting of the female section was held in
Saint Mary’s Church and present along with Archdeacon Donohoe
were Mrs Mary Josephine McGrath, Mrs Mary Dolan, Miss Katie
Keane, Miss Mary Power and Miss Laura Regan. Arrangements

to pray daily for the conversion of excessive drinkers;
to make this prayer concrete in the offering to God of
total abstinence for life; and
to make it public and an encouragement to others by
openly wearing the pin.

The message of the Pioneer Movement is not the abolition of
drink but moderation in its use. Total abstinence is the personal

Pupils from the Marist Girls’ National School, Carrick-on-Shannon who were enrolled in the Juvenile Temperance Group of the P.T.A.A. during Pioneer Week 1998.
Front Row (L to R):

Padraigin Kenny, Katie O'Dowd, Sarah Guckian, Niamh Glancy, Eilish Moran, Lorna McWeeney, Francesca Smith, Danaka McNutt. Laura Phillips

2nd Row (L to R):

and Lisa McGovern.
Eimear McDermott, Natasha Daly, Jacqueline Ward, Bernie Carty, Danielle Mulvey, Michelle Glancy, Jennifer Carr, Stephanie Keegan,

3rd Row: (L to R):
4th Row (L to R):
Back Row (L to R):

Colleen McWeeney and Calli McGovern.
Margaret McDonagh, Sinead Kenny, Claire Gorman, Teresa O'Dowd, Laura Burke, Tatum Smith, Meamh White, Sheelagh O'Rourke,
Ann Marie Cryan and Sophie Reynolds.
Grainne O'Dowd, Ailsa Crombie, Michelle McKeon, Regina Wimsey, Zara Healy, Linda Smith, Rachel Dolan and Evonne Reynolds.
Fr. P.J. Hughes (Spiritural Director Kiltoghert P.T.A.A.), Eadaoin McLoughlin, Rachel Flynn, Sarah McCrann. Shauna Murray,
Mrs. Kitty Gately (School Principal), Lorraine McLoughlin, Noelle Maye, Joanne Gilhooly and Sean Murray (President Kiltoghert P.T.A.A.).
Photo courtesy: Willie Donnellan

13

Leitrim Local Studies

Juvenile Temperance Group of Boys and Girls from the four
Primary Schools in the Parish.
The Centre organised a coach to the Pioneer Centenary Rally
in Croke Park on Sunday 30th May 1999, therefore, we in the
Kiltoghert Centre can be proud of our contribution to the
Temperance Apostolate since our inception way back in 1933. At
the beginning of our 101st birthday, and as we usher in the new
millennium, we must redouble our efforts to ensure the scourge of
under-age drinking so prevalent at present will not become a blight
on our country and that through the awareness of the Pioneer ideal
we can counteract this menace.
We remember in our prayers all deceased members and
Spiritual Directors and thank them for the priceless legacy
entrusted to us to carry into the second century.

were made at this meeting to hold a special General Meeting on
Friday 20th October at which a presentation of pins would be made
to the following who were Pioneers of long standing - Mary
Josephine McGrath, Mary Reynolds, Ellen Bennett, Margaret
Feely, Agnes McKenna and Mary Dolan. Archdeacon Donohoe
blessed and distributed the Pioneer badges and preached a very
eloquent sermon on the evil of intemperance. There was a rapid
expansion in members joining during the remainder of the 1930's,
40’s, 50’s, and 60’s and into the early part of the 1970’s. During this
period the Kiltoghert Centre remained active and vibrant and this
was due in no small measure to the commitment, loyalty and
dedication of its elected officers and Spiritual Directors. From the
middle of the 1960’s onwards enrolment of students in the 3 PostPrimary Schools (Vocational School, Presentation Brothers’
College and the Marist Convent Secondary School) was a
welcome development which helped swell the ranks. Between
1975 and 1979 Pioneer activity in the Parish declined in popularity
with the Kiltoghert Centre struggling to survive. In an effort to halt
this trend a number of concerned Pioneers called a public meeting
in November 1979, at which the Central Spiritual Director of the
P.T.A.A., Fr. Daniel Dargan, S.J., accepted an invitation to address.
The meeting was well supported and was instrumental in re
launching a revitalised Pioneer Centre, which flourished during the
following 20 years. During the 1980’s the Centre organised very
successful annual functions (Mass/Dinner-Social /Presentation of
Gold and Silver Jubilarian Pins); Table Quizzes (Adult and Youth);
took the initiative in setting up a Regional Council in the Carrickon-Shannon Deanery; helped re-organise the Ardagh and
Clonmacnois Diocesan Council; promoted the sale of the monthly
"Pioneer Magazine”; took up the Annual Church-Gate Collection
and began a recruitment drive with an annual enrolment in the

1999 Officers:
Spiritual Director: Fr. P.J. Hughes, C.C., Dublin Road.
President: Sean Murray, Summerhill.
Vice-President: Attracts O’Connor, Lismakeegan.
Secretary: Tersea Doherty, Summerhill.
Treasurer: Michael Mason, Summerhill.
Council Members: Gerard Gildea, Gorlough, Imelda Carthy,
Summerhill, Padraig Gilbride, Kiltoghert.

Kiltoghert Centre Spiritual Directors 1933 -1999
Venerable Archdeacon Donohoe, P.P. V.F.; Fr. Gilleran, C.C.; Fr. P.J.
Woods, C.C.; Fr. F.J. Gilfillan, C.C.; Fr. John Newman, C.C.; Fr.
Francis Doyle, C.C.; Fr.Tom O’Connor, C.C.; Fr. M.J. Scanlon, C.C.;
Fr. Pat Lennon, C.C.; Fr. Pat Cassells, C.C.; Fr. Michael Campbell,
C.C.; Canon Ciaran Ryan, P.P.; Monsignor Michael Ryan, P.P.; Fr.
P.J. Hughes, C.C.

A group of happy children on their way home from Kilnagross National School in 1975.
Back Row (L to R): Tom Gilmartin, Geraldine McNabola, Eileen Doherty, Teresa Gilmartin, Micheal McNabola, Donal Gilmartin and Margaret McNabola.
Front Row (L to R): David McNabola, Bernadette McNabola, Mary McNabola, Cathal McNabola, Dympna Gilmartin and Gabriel McNabola.
Photo Courtesy: Billy Gilligan
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Sociery op St. Vincenr De Paid
St. Vincent De Raul
St. Vincent De Paul was born in Landes, France in 1581. He
was ordained in 1600, when not yet twenty. Ambitious and wordly
in his early years as a priest, Vincent devoted himself to the
alleviation of poverty. He established the Congregation of the
Missions (Vincentions) in 1628 and with Louise De-Marillac he co
founded the Daughters of Charity in 1633.
He died in 1660 and was canonised in 1737. He was
proclaimed patron of all works of charity by Pope Leo XIII in 1885.

Paddy Keaney

that time was Rev. Canon Thomas Fitzgerald and the Bishop of
Ardagh and Clonmacnois was Rev. Dr. George Conroy.
It was the following year, on 19th October, that St. Mary’s new
Church was dedicated by Dr. Woodlock (our new Bishop), and the
total cost of the Church was £12, 740 - 12s - 9d; the celebrant on
that day was Very Rev. Canon Hoare, later to become Bishop of
Ardagh and Clonmacnois.
The earliest records from Carrick-on-Shannon was in the year
1885, and reads as follows: ‘Besides the ordinary work of visiting
and relieving problems, the members apply themselves to the task
of inducing parents to send their children to school and encourage
people to attend Mass regularly. Clothes are given to children who
otherwise could not go out’.

Frederic Ozanam, Founder of V.D.P,
Frederic Ozanam was born in 1813. He was brought into
contact with human misery early in life. As a student he aimed to
restore integrity of Catholicism to France. He was a leading figure
in the Catholic revival in France in the early 19th century. During his
short life he made a great contribution to French religious, literary
and social life. While Frederic Ozanam founded the Society of St.
Vincent De Paul, he took the name of a 17th century French priest
who invented the parish mission to be the public title of the Society.
Frederic Ozanam died in 1853 at the age of forty. He was declared
Venerable in 1993 and was beatified on 22nd August 1997.
During his life, Frederic forcefully attacked economic
liberalism, which caused so much hardship to the poor and
encouraged priests to show more sympathy with working class
movements. He always urged that the ills of modern society should
receive special attention from the church.
In 1851 Frederic travelled to London and went to visit slums where
poor Irish workers, emigrants from the famine, had lived. He called
them "pitiful tenements of indescribable poverty". He said that they
were wonderful people, they never stopped making me feel at
home and yet, if you had seen the conditions they were living
under! In one cellar I met two families sharing a single room for
nine people with only three beds". Frederic Ozanam was mainly
responsible for the St. Vincent De Paul Society in Paris sending 15,
000 Francs to relieve distress in Ireland during the great famine
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an International Christian
Organisation of lay persons, founded in 1833, by Frederic Ozanam
and his companions. Placed under the patronage of St. Vincent De
Paul, it derives its inspiration from his thinking and work and by a
person to person involvement of its members working with the poor
and disadvantaged.

A summary of the first financial report for 1893 is as follows:
£ - s - d
1893

Balance on hand 31st December 1892
Receipts from external sources
Receipts from active members
(secret bag)
Expenditure in relief in kind and
working expenses
Closing balance for year ending
December 1893

1 - 10-7
6 -12-11
11-10- 0

15-15- 6

3-18-0

1902 - President: Mr Paul Devaney

Members - 20
Visits
- 400

1919 - Hon. Secretary: P.J. McGreevy

Members - 6
Visits
- 75

1921 - President: Mr. James Mulhern

Members - 4
Visits
- 225

1931 - Meeting held in the schoolroom on Sunday 10th July 1931.
This type of meeting is now called a regional meeting. The
Venerable Archdeacon O’Reilly, P.P., V.F., Carrick-on-Shannon
presided. Also present were: Right Rev. Monsignor Cummins, P.P.
V.F., Roscommon, Very Rev. O’Donohue, P.P., Granard and Rev. W.
O'Farrell, C.C., Carrick-on-Shannon.
Representatives were as follows: St. Mary's Athlone (4), St. Peter’s,
Athlone (4), Longford (2), Castlerea (3), Granard (4), Roscommon
(4), Mohill (4), Carrick-on-Shannon (12) -Total 37. Council of
Ireland was also present. Archdeacon O'Reilly said that
prosperous towns like Drumshanbo should have a Conference.

Foundation of St, Vincent De Raul in Ireland
The first meeting of the Society of St. Vincent De Paul in
Ireland was held at the White Cross Rooms, Charles Street West
(off Ormond Quay), Dublin, on Monday 16th December, 1844. The
first Spiritual Director of the Society in Ireland was Bishop
Bartholomew Woodlock, later to be consecrated Bishop of Ardagh
and Clonmacnois, by Pope Leo XIII.

1932 - During the year 1932, the Conference was strengthened
through the increased membership by Fr. Egan's efforts and by the
Presentation Brothers who had been carrying on the work in the
past. Clothes, boots and other provisions were provided through a
generous public subscription and entertainment given by an
honorary member. The subscription of £45-17-6 to the funds
included £10 from His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. McNamee and £5
from Archdeacon Donohue, P.P. V.F., Carrick-on-Shannon. It was
the intention of V.D.P. in 1932 to clean up the graveyard.

Vincent De Paul in Carrick-on-Shannon
St. Mary’s Conference, Carrick-on-Shannon, was first formed
in 1878. The first President of St. Mary’s Conference was P.K.
Kiernan, M.D., and the Society had thirteen members and visited
three hundred and thirty four people that year. The parish priest at
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Ecumenism
Soon Ireland was to reflect the ecumenism of the late sixties. It was
no longer necessary to be Catholic to join the Irish Society of St.
Vincent De Paul. Today Irish membership is predominantly
Catholic, but not exclusively.

1935 - The Conference consists of twenty members with one
honorary member who helps the funds of the Conference by
providing free entertainment. During the year eighty-eight families
were visited and assisted, representing in all 371 persons. The
number of visits made by members were 597 in that year. The
Conference provided clothing to the value of £36, and food
supplies to the value of £44.
The Bishop Most Rev. Dr. McNamee, visited the parish and
paid tribute to the Conference for its work and this gave the
members renewed energy to carry on the Society’s work.

Industrial Action
1979 - In 1979 the Society came into prominence again. Because
of industrial action, there was a danger that many old age
pensioners would not receive their weekly payments. The Society
responded to a request to place itself at the disposal of pensioners,
and over a period of three months, made 750,000 payments on
behalf of the State. At its peak, 70,000 elderly people were
receiving pensions each week from the Society, whose members
acted as voluntary ‘Social Welfare Staff.’

1936 - The Conference President in the year 1936 was Mr. J.F.
Maher, Members - 20, Visits -583.
1937 - The Conference President for this year was Mr. P.J.
McGreevey, Members - 20, Visits - 674..

Thrift Shop

There are no records for the War years, and the Presidents who
have held office since 1950 are as follows: Mr. Laurence Keaveney
(deceased), Mr, Joseph Sheehan (deceased), Mr. John Gilmartin
(deceased), Mr. James Stenson, Mr. Philip Corrigan (deceased),
Mr. Farrell McElgunn, Mr. James Stenson, Mr. DenisTreacy and Mr.
Paddy Keaney.

The idea of a Thrift Shop was first discussed at our meetings in
1988-89, and in the following year a premises was purchased on
the Dublin Road. It was also about this time that a number of ladies
joined the Conference. The first ladies to join St. Mary's
Conference were: Terri Burbidge, Mary Flynn, Teresa Griffin and
Geraldine Conlon. With their help and under the leadership of the
then President Mr. James Stenson, our Thrift Shop was opened in
October 1992.
It is the only Thrift Shop in County Leitrim and it has been a
great success from day one. The shop called ‘Ozanam House Thrift
Shop’ provides a retail outlet for clothes, shoes, furniture and brica-brac. Any clothes and shoes not suitable for sale are sent to be
recycled. Customers can purchase items at a modest price or for
nothing at all if the need is great. Tourists find the shop intriguing
and seldom go away without a bargain.
The shop is operated voluntarily by four ladies from the area
and lady members of the Society. During the summer the shop
employs students on the Students' Summer Job Scheme. The

Women Join V.De.P.
In 1962, women joined the Society in Ireland for the first time, and
the first Womens' Conference opened in Galway that year. Since
they joined, Conferences have become much stronger and they
play a very important role in the Society today.

Twinning
With her long missionary links, Ireland responded to the idea of
twinning with enthusiasm, and accepted responsibility for twinning
with a number of African countries. Our Region of Breffni is
twinned with Kenya.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF OZANAM HOUSE - CARRICK-ON-SHANNON, SEPTEMBER 1993.
Canon McManus, Fr.Thomas Flynn, Paul Armstrong, Terri Burbidge, Teresa Griffin, Columba Faulkner (Secretary Council of Ireland),
Harry McGowan, James Stenson (President St. Mary's Conference), Bill Cleary (President Council of Ireland), Charlotte Armstrong,
Bridie Ganley, Mary Flynn, Dr. Arthur Dolan (President Mohill Conference), Lily Treacy, Geraldine Conlon, Denis Treacy.

Photo Courtesy: Paddy Keaney
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students are delighted to be able to combine earning with helping
the community and as a result of this experience, some of these
students have now joined the St. Vincent De Paul in college.
Our Conference is especially grateful for the financial income we
receive from the Thrift Shop, because without such help we could
not continue to help people who from time to time are in need and
come to us for assistance.

And while visiting, talking, listening and helping people in
cash and kind is the backbone of the Society’s activities, there are
many more specific works undertaken in answer to all kinds of
needs.

Finally
Finally, the common link within the Family is one of service and
caring. In this context, the words of St. Vincent De Paul are worth
repeating. Commenting on the attitude we should have towards the
people we help, he said: ‘You will find out that charity is a heavy
burden to carry, heavier than the bowl of soup and the full basket.
But you will keep your generosity and your smile, it is not enough
to give bread and soup, this the rich can do. You are servants of the
poor, always sincere and always good-humoured. They are your
masters and the more difficult they will be, the more love you must
give them. For it is only by your love that they forgive you for
offering them bread’.

Junior Branch
In 1997, a Junior Branch of St. Vincent De Paul was set up in
Carrick-on-Shannon Community School. This is a very active
branch. The main work carrie'd out by the students is visitation of
St. Patrick’s Hospital, and the various Nursing Homes in the area.
They also visit St. Ciaran’s School on special occasions during the
year. The students help in the Thrift Shop on Friday evenings.
Today

Today the Society of St. Vincent De Paul in Ireland is numerically
strong, very well known and extremely active. There are now over
1,000 Conferences throughout the country, with a total of
approximately 10,000 members, 60% men, 40% women.
Today, at any time, over 100,000 Irish lives are touched by the
Society in some way. Specifically each week of the year, 7,000 old
people living alone are visited by members of the Society. 7,500
families are visited and helped and 8,000 patients in hospitals are
visited. Often the Society caller is the only person many of these
people see outside the home.

St. Mary’s Conference,
Carrick-on -Shannon, 1999.
The present members of St. Mary’s Conference are:
President - Paddy Keaney; Vice-President - Mary Flynn;
Secretary - Sean McKiernan; Treasurer - Terri Burbidge;
Spiritual Advisor - Sr. Rosarii; Pat Butler, Ronan McElgunn, J.P.
Earley, Michael Guckian, Jimmy Stenson, Paddy Duignan,
Caroline Burke, Phil Faughnan, Pauric Reynolds and Michael
Duignan.

Prior to their departure to the U.S.A. in 1958 the St. Mary's GAA Club organised a farewell social for two of it's playing members John Walshe and Kevin Gallagher.
Included in this happy group are: Jim Scott, Lucy Gaffney, Michael Fox, Sean Neenan, Jackie McGettigan, John Walshe, Billy Lowe,
Kevin Gallagher, Atty Dunne, Kevin Leonard, Berney Murray, Patsy Boyle and Leo Hennigan (All Standing).
In front of photograph are Tommy O'Riordan. George O’Toole, Josie Murray and Bernadette Gaffney.
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I.H.C.P.T.

Mike Joe Mahon

they decided to build a holiday house at Clarenbridge, Galway. The
Brothers of Charity who have a sheltered village at Kilcoran,
Clarenbridge, very kindly donated a beautiful site absolutely free for
the Trust. Joe Earley, B.E. Leitrim Village one of the Trustees,
designed a marvelous building which incorporates the following
facilities: ensuite accommodation for 30 people, an Oratory,
Dining/Recreation area, a fully equipped kitchen. All bedrooms have
up-to-date facilities for guests with special needs and it is wheelchair
friendly all over the house and grounds. The Oratory is designed by
Fergus Costello, the principal material used here is wood much of it
centuries old reflecting the natural setting of Kilcuan. This name was
chosen with great care. Cill or Kill is taken from the ancient Irish word
for Church and Cuan is the Irish word for harbour or safe haven. The
Consecration of the Oratory and Blessing of the building took place
on Saturday 12th September 1998, by Bishop Dermot O’Mahony. "A
personal moment of unbounded joy and an expression of the Irish
Pilgrimage Trust" was the reaction of Bishop Dermot to the blessing
and dedication of Kilcuan.
The gift of the site enables all to avail of the amenities which are
within easy reach of the house, the Burren, the old and historic city
of Galway ‘the city of the tribes’, seaside resorts of Salthill, Barna and
Kinvara, and the Marian Shrine at Knock.
1999 saw another very successful visit to Lourdes. Three
groups of 66 people left this area for Dublin Airport on the 4th April
and returned tired but happy on Saturday 10th.
On the Feast of the Holy Trinity last year, Dr. Michael Strody
who founded the I.H.C.P.T. in 1954 celebrated his commitment as
Oblate of the Caldey Island Cistercian Community and took the
name Brother Michael. He now lives on the 550 acre island off the
coast of South Wales with his community.

he handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage first was formed in
1956 a year after a young doctor, Michael Strode first took
four young children with disabilities on a pilgrimage holiday
to Lourdes.
For a long time he pondered how he could give these children
a holiday with a purpose. At the same time he revolutionised the way
children with disabilities would experience a trip to the famous
international Shrine in the foothills of the French Pyrenees.
Dr. Michael did not wish the children to be lodged in hospitals
and hospice’s. He wanted them to stay in Hotels. As honoured guests
they would then be able to get as much out of their holiday as other
children - visits to Cafes, pony rides in the mountains, trips on the
funicular cat, plus the warmth and affection of a holiday amongst
caring friends.
In 1972 the Irish Handicapped Children's Pilgrimage Trust was
founded. The name has now been changed to I.H.C.P.T, the
Children’s Pilgrimage Trust. In England the Trust is run by a Board of
Governors. In Ireland it is under the patronage of the Irish Hierarchy.
The President is the Most Rev. Dermot O'Mahony. There are 12
trustees plus a National Secretary, Honorary Chairman and
Treasurer. These are from a 32 county basis.
This year saw two groups coming for the second time from
America, one lead by Gerry Flood, a native of Drumshanbo, and
another led by Cathriona Gately from Summerhill, Carrick-onShannon. The children's pilgrimage always starts on Easter Sunday
morning and it is a major undertaking to fly over 1,000 people to
Lourdes in a single day. The pilgrimage is composed of groups of
around 11 children with 11 helpers, including doctors, nurses and
chaplains. Weeks of preparation are necessary to arrange travel
documentation, passports etc. All helpers pay their own way but the
children's expenses must be raised by the helpers.
The children have a wide range of special needs, physical,
mental, social or emotional so all helpers are chosen for their special
qualities. Just over 40 years since the Trust was founded the size of
the Easter pilgrimage is now about 5,000, of whom 1,000 come from
the Irish Trust. This is the largest pilgrimage from the U.K. and Ireland
and probably the largest children’s pilgrimage from any country in the
world. The holiday pilgrimage is naturally centred around the
international Shrine of Our Lady at Lourdes. It gives children and
young people aged 7-18 with many types of disabilities or special
needs, the opportunity to experience a really stimulating and highly
enjoyable holiday with the reassurance of one to one help.
From the I.H.C.P.T. grew the Hosanna House Trust. This was the
response to a request from young adults with disabilities enabling
them to experience a holiday similar to the children's pilgrimage.
Today, Hosanna House, the Trusts beautiful residential centre is
situated in Bartres a short distance from the town of Lourdes and
takes nearly 2,000 pilgrims each year. They go in groups of 40 or 50.
Everything they need is provided, including their own coaches and <.
mini-buses to transport them around. They stay for a week between
Easter and November. I stayed there myself for a weekend in
November '96 with a group of Helpers from the U.K. and Ireland. It
was an experience I will not easily forget.
For some years the Trustees of I.H.C.P.T. have been playing
with the idea of setting up a home in Ireland similar to Hosanna
House in France. So to mark the 25th Anniversary of its founding,

T

Children learn what they live
Ifa child lives with criticism
He learns to condemn.
Ifa child lives with hostility
He learns tofight.
Ifa child lives with ridicule
He learns to be shy.
Ifa child lives with shame
He learns tofeel guilty.
Ifa child lives with tolerance
He learns to be patient.
Ifa child lives with encouragement
He learns confidence.
Ifa child lives with praise
He learns to appreciate.
Ifa child lives withfairness
He learns justice.
Ifa child lives with security
He learns to havefaith.
Ifa child lives with approval
He learns to like himself.
Ifa child lives with acceptance andfriendship
He learns tofind love in the world.
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Tbe MimsTKy op LrrmgicaL Envixonmem
Carmel Nally, Parish Secretary

Like most other Catholic communities, the Parish of Kiltoghert
down through the years to the present day has enjoyed the service
of dedicated people who see to the practical care of the worship
environment in its four churches, i.e., the parish church, Saint
Mary’s, Carrick-on-Shannon, Saint Joseph's Church, Leitrim, Saint
Patrick’s Church, Gowel, Sacred Heart Church, Jamestown.
Prior to Vatican II when the Mass was in Latin and there was
little emphasis on Scripture in the Catholic Church, it was nearly
always the Sacristan who took responsibility for the cleanliness of
the church, the priest’s vestments, altar linens, sacred vessels,
flower vases and the floral decor. Once a year, generally in summer
when the days were long, there would be a meitheal of men and
women for a big clean up, during which the stations of the cross,
pictures, statues, seats and anything else that was moveable, were
all taken out, washed and polished; the walls, ceilings, light fittings,
and floors were all washed and scrubbed, and finally everything
would be put back in place, all in the course of a long day from
early morning until late at night.
In our parish each of the churches has a glorious history of
dedicated people, who came and prepared our churches for
Sunday and daily Masses, Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, to
which ordinations and jubilee liturgies have been added in recent
years. Here is a brief look at each church:

rostered for duty on a monthly rota basis, all teams helping at
Christmas and Easter. In 1997 a sixth team emerged when a
second group was formed in Summerhill.
In September 1998 it was decided to change its name to Saint
Mary's Worship Environment Group, because of the need to relate
and give visual expression to the liturgy and scriptural themes,
celebrations and seasons.
The liturgical environment ministers in Saint Mary’s today take
responsibility for the total environment, i.e., cleanliness and good
order of the environment, the sacred vessels and altar linens, and
also create an atmosphere in church to reflect the liturgy and
natural season of the year. A lot of creative talent and a labour of
love go into making all this possible. It is done through various art
forms, e.g., banners, art, needlework, ‘sculpture’, ‘building a
scene', water features, colour and texture. Things of everyday life
are used: water and food, candles, flowers, vegetation and
greenery, fabric, timber and paint, sand, clay and stones, and
anything that gives expression to the beauty of the Creator
Himself.

Members of Saint Mary's Worship Environment Group:
Harriet Keaney and Rita McWeeney
Gladys Guckian, Brid Hughes,
Marie McGuinness, Breda McNally,
Bridie O’Connor
Saint Mary’s Close: Terry Burbidge, Mary Reynolds,
Monica Reynolds
Hartley;
Ursula Crossan, Maureen Diffley,
Marie Donohue, Ann Glancy,
Bernie Glancy,
Mary Glancy, Siobhan McElgunn,
Margaret O'Rourke, Phil Quinlan,
Geraldine Smith
Saint Patrick’s Park: Mary Doherty, Kathleen Flanagan,
Maureen Moran, Evelyn Murray
Summerhill II:
Dolores Cunniffe, Marie Duignan,
Sheila Gilsenan, Marguerite Jennings,
Mary McKiernan, Betty McNabb

Summerhilll:
Shannon Lodge:

St. Mary’s Parish Church
From 1910 up to 1914 Johnny Feely was sacristan in Saint
Mary's, and he, helped by his wife, Kathleen and children, took
care of Saint Mary’s. It is not certain who replaced Johnny who
died in 1936. Peter Farrell served as sacristan during the 1940’s.
Joe Stanford, Saint Patrick's Park succeeded Peter, and Paddy
Hamilton, Saint Patrick’s Park, affectionately known as Maxi,
succeeded Joe. In the mid fifties a lady, Mrs McCaul, Saint
Patrick's Park, who used to attend the 8.00am daily Mass, rang the
‘Mass Bell’ at 7.30am. The local presidium of the Legion of Mary
took responsibility for preparing Saint Mary's for worship at some
time, it is assumed, in the mid-fifties. One of the Legionaries, Mrs
Lyons, Bridge Street, was given the duty of taking care of the
church's cleanliness and decorum, a duty that she held until 1961.
Saint Mary’s Presidium then gave Mrs Betty Mulhern, Dublin Road,
this duty.
Betty nostalgically recalls those years, when there were three
altars to be maintained: all vases, pedestals, altar rails, candle
sticks and candelabra were brassware which she polished every
week, as well as washing and polishing the floors, and finally
getting flowers and putting them into the various flower vases.
Junior Legionaries dusted the seats in the church, and James
Rooney sometimes helped her to polish the vases. Betty herself
washed, starched and ironed all five altar cloths, which were
changed each week (three for the 'high altar' and one each at the
tabernacle and Our Lady's altar) and also corporals and finger
towels. For twenty eight years Betty very happily did her weekly
duty for Saint Mary's until she resigned in 1989.
Following Betty's sterling service, Saint Mary’s Altar Society
was formed in 1989, the members of which were from five areas of
Saint Mary's catchment area: Hartley, Saint Patrick's Park, Saint
Mary's Close, Shannon Lodge and Summerhill. Each team was

Rita McWeeney co-ordinates the rostering of the teams, which
continue to operate in the same way as the former Altar Society
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McKiernan, Josie Murray, Tom Jennings and Patrick Flynn, in
relation to the technical skills needed to assemble component
parts, electricity and water in these visual aids.
So a team effort of clergy, religious and laity in the planning
and execution of a liturgical theme is obviously the key that the
Worship Environment Group use in serving the liturgy in Saint
Mary’s.

did. Husbands, children, individuals and the art class in the
Community School frequently lend a hand, and the Primary School
children in St. Mary's Boys’ and Marist Girls’ Schools add their own
artwork for the celebration of First Confession, First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. All this involvement enhances the
team work and community aspect of the ministry of liturgical
environment in Saint Mary's. Evelyn Murray and Monica Reynolds
co-ordinate the preparation of the liturgical environment with the
team on duty.
Feelings of joy and sadness are evoked in remembering
Maureen Monaghan, Saint Mary’s Close, and Molly Maye,
Lisnagot, both of whom died during 1999. Maureen generously
shared her many artistic talents, and although in ailing health, she
spent many a long hour both in her own home and with her group
making banners, biblical characters and liturgical symbols. Molly, in
her eighties, was also a very artistic lady, and although she never
attended a meeting of the Environment Group, she was,
nevertheless, very actively involved at home painting or stitching
banners and other symbols. Both these great ladies are a sad loss
to us, and as we let them go we pray that they are happy with the
Good Lord whom they served so well.
It is true to say that Mai Walsh, Main Street, is a faithful and
experienced mentor to all the teams, and indeed to any and all the
ministries in Saint Mary’s. Alice Beirne, Saint Patrick’s Park, keeps
the shrine candles in perfect order and supplied on a daily basis,
while Meena Murray, Saint Patrick’s Park, generously gives her
garden flowers and greenery for the glory of God in Saint Mary’s
throughout the year. Other people also give flowers and greenery
from time to time, which is much appreciated.
The erection of the Nativity Crib, River Jordan and Easter
Garden Frame requires the added expertise of Jimmy Stenson,
Billy Whyte. Pat Glancy, Sean Duignan, Pat Keaney, Sean

St. Joseph’s Church, Leitrim
The earliest memory at our disposal recalls that prior to the late
1940s Mrs Katie Doran, Leitrim Village, took care of Saint
Joseph's. Her duties included cleaning the church, laundering
altar linens, getting flowers for the church from her own and
neighbours' gardens and lighting a fire in the sacristy for Sunday
Mass. In those days the Blessed Sacrament was not reserved in
the Church, and the priest came once a week, by horse-car from
Gowel, for Sunday Mass at 9.30 am. In the late 1940’s Katie was
unable to continue and her daughter, Bridget, took over from her.
In a short time Bridget's husband and her mother, Katie died. She
often recalled how she used to iron the linen with an iron heated in
the fire, cleaning the hot iron with paper and praying that no black
spot would appear on the white linen cloths.
Later Mrs May Gray, Leitrim Village, took over as caretaker.
By this time electricity was installed which made life a little easier.
In 1962 the Blessed Sacrament was reserved in the church for the
first time and the sanctuary lamp and a confession box were also
installed. The presence of the Blessed Sacrament in Saint
Joseph's generated a great reverence in people, and the church
was always sure to have a visitor.
In the 1970s "everybody" gave a helping hand while no
particular person had overall responsibility for the care,

Some of the members of Saint Mary's Worship Environment Group and the Altar Societies from St. Joseph's Church, Leitirm and St. Patrick's Church, Gowel.
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maintenance and floral decor of the church. In 1988 Mrs Mary
Teresa Regan, Leitrim Village was appointed Sacristan by Fr
Michael Rigney, and, since then, Mary has developed her role in a
spirit of prayerful dedication and practical concern for the care and
maintenance of Saint Joseph's. For the past twenty years or so
there is an altar society in Saint Joseph's Church and two or three
members are rostered for duty each month. A sub-committee of
the Altar Society works with Saint Mary's Worship Environment
Group and Saint Joseph's Liturgy Committee, paying careful
attention to the liturgy and scriptures in preparation for the making
of banners and visual aids for the different liturgical seasons and
celebrations. The members of the Altar Society are as follows:
Christina Flynn, Peggy Whitney, Phil Flynn, Colleen Regan,
Rena Geoghegan, Maureen McDonagh, Mary Teresa Regan,
Chris Gill, Chris Guckian, Consoline Guckian, Ethel Moreton,
Catherine Moreton, Miriam O'Donnell, Patricia Coggins, Myra
McLoughlin, Monica Dunne, Alicia Keane, May Farrell, Agnes
Guckian, Eileen Connolly, Marilla Feely, Thomasina Padden, Una
Brennan, Mary Doherty, Margaret Dunne, Patricia Molloy, Mary
Mullaney, Bridie Doran, Mrs. Molloy, Margaret Smyth, Brid Healy
and Mrs McGovern.

The, Country Huttercd,
From Arigna they come
Irish, miles afull score

From Croghan, to Mobil!,
From BoJlcnomore.

A gathering ofside-cars,

Block in, the Street,
Slowly they Move,
Through, the Mist and, the Sieet

Slowly the, Qo

From, the, Heel, of the, Tonne,

Oner the, Bridge,
Through, a, Bogland of Brown,.

St.Patrick’s Church, Gowel
Fine, score, of Cars,

Saint Patrick's was built in 1892, and, although they may not have
called themselves an Altar Society then, the local women gathered
on a Saturday morning to clean and prepare the church for Sunday
Mass. As transport was not available in those days the Saturday
morning assembly was left to the women in the immediate area of
the church who brought their older children with them to help move
seats etc. They picked flowers for the church from their own and
their neighbours' gardens.
Prior to its refurbishment in 1986 the church fell into very poor
condition. By then an Altar Society existed and members relate
their dilemma in doing their best to hide the 'bad spots' by re
arranging statues and other large objects in front of them. Today, in
a beautifully refurbished Saint Patrick's, there is an active Altar
Society, members sharing duties on a monthly basis, and also a
sub-group which works with parish sister, Sr Rosarii, in making
seasonal banners and visual aids. We must also recognise the
wonderful work of John McKenna in and around St. Patrick’s.
Members of the Altar Society are as follows:
Anna Butler, Mary Deignan, Dympna Gilmartin, Teresa Guckian,
Carmel Doherty, Anne Marie McKenna, Mary Ellen Ginty, Helen
Butler, Rita McWeeney, Mary Teresa Doherty, Tina Guckian, Tina
McLoughlin, Kay McWeeney, Marion Mulvey, Paula Mulvey, Marion
Doonan, Patricia Early, Mary Flynn, Marie McNabola, Noeleen
Noone, Mary Guckian, Carol Ruxton, Meena Guckian and Mary
McWeeney.
In conclusion, it is obvious that there is a lively and growing
interest in the ministry of Liturgical Environment in Kiltoghert
Parish, which is very much in keeping with the spirit of the Second
Vatican Council and, most of all in keeping with Jesus' request to
prepare a room, “...that is spacious, furnished and all in order...'1

Each, with, it’s load,
A dim,, Black, File,,

On, the, white- ofthe, road,.

Their talking is all

Oftheir Cattle, and Care,,
And, him, they will meet
Ho more, at thefale.

His sayings and ways,
And, the Strength, ofhis Hand,

And the height ofhis Deed,,

In, the warfor the Land.

And the evening in,grey
Ere the tale is all told,

And the Tired Bones lie

In, the Quiet mould.
AA.J. MeAAiuucs

God’s Minute
1 have only just a minute,
Only sixty seconds in it.
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it,
Didn't seek it, didn't choose it.
But it's up to me to use it,
I must suffer if I lose it,
Give account if I abuse it,
Just a tiny little minute.
But eternity is in it.

(See Mark 14:12-16)
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SHEEMORE

Billy Gilligan

August of the following year, the amount collected was £291, this
included a subscription of 25 dollars from the Auxiliary Bishop of
Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A., Most Rev. Dr. J.A. McNulty: one of 50
dollars from Leitrim People’s Association (per Mr. P. Dolan,
Secretary), and £10 from the owner of Sheemore, Mr. Patrick
Keaveney. The date for the unveiling and blessing of the Cross was
fixed for September 30th, 1951, and meantime work on the
construction of the monument went ahead. The materials required
in the construction of the Cross presented a problem, as they had
to be transported up the steep slopes of the Hill on foot and by
donkey and sleigh.
The text of the Apostolic Blessing imparted by Pope Pius XII
on the occasion of the unveiling and blessing of the Cross read as
follows:
Vatican City 27.9.1951. Most Rev. Bishop McNamee, Longford.
Occasion: Blessing Cross Sheemore commemorating Holy Year
Definition Assumption Dogma, Holy Father cordially imparts
Apostolic Blessing to Your Lordship, Pastor, Clergy, faithful,
participating ceremony and all who assisted erecting Cross.
MONTINI. Substitute.
If the name sounds familiar, it should be, it’s the family name
of Pope Paul VI, then Secretary of State at the Vatican, soon to be
made Archbishop of Milan, and later to succeed Pope John XXIII,
to the See of Peter.
The official blessing and Unveiling on Sunday 30th of
September, 1951, was to be performed by Ven. Archdeacon
Donohue, P.P. V.F., Parish Priest of Kiltoghert. Bishop McNamee
was unable to attend the function and sent a letter of apology. On
that day the late Archdeacon was approaching his eightieth year,
but he still insisted on making the climb up the steep slopes of the
ill unaided. Some who made the ascent that day still remember
the Archdeacon’s feat, and recall that he looked the picture of
health making the climb. The Kiltubrid Pipe Band also climbed to
the Cross and played on the summit of the Hill, while the Choir
under the direction of Rev. Fr. Woods, C.C., also took part in the
ceremonies. An inspiring lecture was given on the summit by
Canon James Butler, Drumlish. From a far distance the thousands
making the ascent and crowding around the base of the newlyconstructed Cross resembled ants on an ant-hill, or a swarm of
bees descending on Sheemore.
An Aeriocht and Sports was held in conjunction with the
Blessing and Unveiling, and a list of the artists involved makes
interesting reading. Instrumentalists, James Eardley, Mrs. Crowley
and John Moffatt. Songs by Joe Eardley and Maura Gunning:
Eithne and Mary Cox (dances); Kiltubrid Pipe Band; Jeanette
Quinn (champion Irish dancer); Sean Mulvey (dancer); Vocational
School Troupe of Dancers and Seamus O Piotain, M.C.
By 1958 the Sheemore Holy Year Cross was being floodlit
intermittently, thanks to the advent of rural electrification and the
steadfastness of the Sheemore Holy Year Committee. The
permanent lighting of the Cross was proving a serious problem,
financing the project was causing difficulties. However, by 1966 this
problem had been permanently solved, thanks to the generosity of
Leitrim-born Partick Beirne, a native of Corlona, Drumsna, with an
address at Palm Beach, Florida, U.S.A., who ensured that the
Cross would be illuminated continuously from sunset to sunrise.

When Pope Pius XII declared the year 1950 to be a Holy Year,
people from all over Ireland marked the occasion in suitable
fashion. Some took part in Holy Year pilgrimages to Rome, while at
home in Ireland, the Holy Year and Definition of the Dogma of the
Assumption was marked by ceremonies of varying kinds in
different parts of the country.
At home in Leitrim, to be more specific, in Leitrim town, plans
were being implemented to mark the occasion of the Holy Year in
a very special and practical way. A gentleman called Joseph Mary
Mooney is credited with first suggesting the idea. At a
representative meeting held in Leitrim Village in the autumn of
1950, it was unanimously agreed that a cross, commemorating the
Holy Year and the Definition of the Dogma of the Assumption be
of Sheemore. A Committee, with Venerable
erected on the
Archdeacon P. Donohue, P.P. V.F., Carrick-on-Shannon, as
President, was appointed to promote the project. As the proposed
memorial was to be a permanent and illuminated one, funds were
required to defray the cost of same. To obtain the necessary
financial support, it was agreed, with the sanction of the respective
Parish Priests, that collections be taken up in the Parishes of
Kiltoghert, Kiltubrid, Mohill, Annaduff, Murhaun (Drumshanbo),
Gortletteragh, Aughavas, Cloone, Bornacoola, Foxfield and
Kilronan. The districts being collected transcended all diocesan
boundaries, the idea being that all people living in areas from
which the proposed Cross could be viewed, should be given the
opportunity to contribute to the cost of its erection. The Committee
also appealed to all Leitrim-born people throughout Ireland,
England and the United States, to be associated with the project,
by forwarding to the organising Committee, subscriptions, no
matter how small, to help defray the cost of the memorial. The
names of subscribers were published in the local Press, as well as
being recorded in collection books, like the proposed monument,
to be a lasting record to the faith of the people of the area, at home
and abroad. For the record here are the officers of the original
Sheemore Holy Year Memorial Committee: President, Ven.
Archdeacon P. Donohue, P.P, V.F.; Vice-president, Rev. Fr.
Colreavy, C.C., Gowel; Chairman, William Farell, Ballinwing,
Leitrim: Joint Secretaries, Joe Mooney, Drumshanbo, and John
James Guckian, Fawn, Leitrim P.O.; Joint Treasurers, Willie Nerney
and Vincie Donnellan, Leitrim Town. As succeeding months passed
by many more names were to be added to this active and energetic
group of people. Monthly meetings were held in an efficient and
business-like manner. Plans for the proposed memorial were
drawn up by Danny Mitchell, who was to be the Consultant
Engineer on the project. The erection of the Cross was put up for
public tender and the contract was secured by Mr. Frank
McWeeney of Hartley, Carrick on Shannon, the figure being £300,
on the date the tender was accepted, April 23rd, 1951.
The Church gate collection was taken up on Sunday,
November 26th, 1950, and in the Carrick-on-Shannon Collection
Book some interesting facts come to light. The collectors for
Carrick were Paul Mulvey, Willie Mulhern, Tom Lyons and the late
Willie Cox. First name on the list was Archdeacon Donohue with £5
(a tidy sum in those days), to be followed by Thomas O’Riordan
with 3/-. The average figure donated was half-a-crown. One clear,
but puzzling entry shows the name John E. McGarry, O.B.E. By
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Patrick, who had emigrated to the United States some forty years
before, was retired manager of the Metropolitan Life Assurance
Company of New York, and he paid several visits home. Brother of
Mrs. E. Geheran, Corlona, Drumsna, and uncle of Mr. Seamus
Geheran, Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon. He first intimated his
wishes regarding the permanent illumination of the Cross in a letter
to Rev. Pat Claffey, C.C., Gowel, the then President of the
Sheemore Memorial Cross Committee. Fr. Claffey informed the
Committee, who, after the consideration of the kind offer, asked Fr.
Claffey to convey to him the heavy commitment which he was
undertaking. In reply, Patrick stated that he was donating £1,000
towards the illumination of the Cross, and providing padded seats
in St. Patrick’s Church, Gowel, "for the honour and glory of God
and in memory of my parents". At a subsequent meeting of the
Committee, arrangements were made to have the Cross
permanently illuminated in accordance with Patrick’s wishes. At a
meeting of the Committee, sincere thanks and appreciation of his
example and princely generosity in providing for the all-night
illumination of the Sheemore Holy Year Cross was unanimously
adopted. The Committee also recorded its thanks to Fr. Claffey,
who carried out the negotiations, and asked him to convey their
sentiments to Patrick Beirne.
And so today, whether you pass it by on foot or otherwise,
from near and far, this splendid memorial Cross stands
majestically set atop historic Sheemore, for all to view and admire,
day or night. There are those who say its a contradiction in itself,
having a Christian Cross surmounting a Pagan burial mound. But
for the men who dreamed up the idea, and worked unstintingly to
live and see their dream come true, it’s a monument and a symbol
of the Faith and fortitude of all the people of Leitrim, and a credit to
all who helped make it a reality. Next year many people will travel

to Rome on pilgrimages to mark the Holy Year, others will celebrate
the occasion in a fitting manner at home in Ireland. Few will set
themselves a task, as gigantic or ambitious as the staunch men of
Leitrim did those twenty-four years ago, when the Sheemore Holy
Year Cross became first a dream and hope, and then a reality.
Happily, most of the original officers are still with us, and it was a
simple matter to get them together for a photograph to
commemorate the wonderful undertaking they took in hand back in
late 1950. If they were a little older and wiser, it didn’t show, the age
not the sagacity. The years have been kind to all of them, and that
is only fitting. It is perhaps a reward for a job well done. As they sat
on the tiny wall beside the bridge at Leitrim Town, they chatted
amicably and recalled the struggles involved to make the dream
come true. Difficult decisions and troublesome problems seemed
to have diminished with the years and could be recalled now in
more humorous and philosophical light. Practical men all, they
were soon discussing the possible inspection of the Cross, with
repainting and possible maintenance work to be taken in hand.
‘Twas easy to turn back the hands of time and remember with
pride, and pleasure, the wonderful legacy these men have left us.
We can only hope and pray that Holy Year 1975 in Leitrim will be
as fruitful and as peaceful as the one commemorated by the
Sheemore Holy Year Memorial Committee in 1950.

This article first appeared in the Leitrim Observer 1975 in
"Impressions of Lovely Leitrim" By Willie B.

3Oth September 1951

Photo Courtesy: J.J. Guckian

Leitrim Local Studies
23

Doherty who lived on the Leitrim Road, Carrick on Shannon. It is
very much appreciated, and anyone who walks out the long
journey from the town and elsewhere has remarked how
necessary it is to rest and pray there. Leitrim County Council
helped out in its installation and the seat occupies a prominent
place facing the town at the top of the cemetery. George Lothian
and his family from Saint Patrick’s Park have indicated that they will
be donating another seat in memory of George’s loving wife, the
late Beth Lothian. Some development work carried out by the
M.R.D./FAS Scheme in recent times was long overdue - drainage
work and the laying of paths - all of this has improved access to
graves and given the cemetery a more dignified and orderly
appearance. Perhaps consideration should be given to the planting
of suitable trees along the perimeter area of the cemetery!
Credit is due to Leitrim Council and officials, Francis Gaffney
(Engineer) and Hudie Faughnan (Overseer), for the tarmacadam
job carried out on the entrance area to the cemetery.
A special ‘Thank You’ is due to Leitrim County Council official
Marion McDonagh, for her help in so many ways, also to Kathleen
Flanagan and the FAS workers for their wonderful co-operation
and assistance at all times.
The 60th Anniversary of the opening of Saint Mary’s
Cemetery takes place in July 2000. From an initial 3 burials in 1940
the capacity of the cemetery has been taxed to such a degree over
its 60 years that consideration will have to be given to an extension
/expansion in the early years of the new millennium.

^>atnt Jftfl a vj> ’ s,
Carrick-on -Shannon

Johnny Murray

Prior to 1940 when Leitrim County Council bought a plot of land
from the Glancy Family in the townland of Cloonshebane, Hartley,
Carrick-on-Shannon so that it could be developed as a cemetery,
the people of the town and surrounding area had their beloved
ones buried in Jamestown, Kiltoghert and Killukin (now closed)
cemeteries. Members of the Church of Ireland community were
interred in the burial ground adjoining Saint George’s Church,
Saint Mary’s Close, Carrick-on-Shannon.
The first burial in Saint Mary’s Cemetery took place on 19th
July 1940 - 18 year-old Thomas Lowe, Corhowna, Carrick on
Shannon, was laid to rest two days after his untimely demise. The
purchase price of 6 plots back in 1940 was £6.00 - the figure today
would be £300.00. There were only three burials in the newly
opened cemetery in 1940 and this increased to six the following
year.
Saint Mary’s Cemetery is the final resting-place of 3 Parish
Priests who served in the Parish of Kiltoghert and were attached to
Saint Mary’s Church, Carrick-on-Shannon. They are Rev. Dean
Patrick Donohoe who died in 1955; Rev. Canon Michael Kearney
(1970) and Rev. Monsignor Michael Ryan (1994). Also buried there
is the Carrick-native Priest, Rev. Fr. Patrick Bennett who died in
1974 and whose family owned the business premises now
occupied by the Mulvey Family, Main Street.
The first caretaker was the late Thomas McDermott, Kingston
Terrace, Saint Patrick’s Park; next came William McLoughlin who
resided in the vicinity of the cemetery and thankfully is still hale and
hearty, while the present incumbent, Johnny Murray from Saint
Patrick’s Park took over from Willie in 1992. Johnny relies on Willie
for his expert guidance when required. The Celtic Cross which was
unveiled on the opening of the cemetery in 1940 and situated in
the centre of the graveyard was removed some years ago to make
access to the top part and make it more accessible for burials,
grave maintenance, etc. However, to date it has not been re
located, so perhaps the time is opportune to remind Leitrim County
Council of its obligation in this respect. On the right hand side of
the graveyard, upper section, there was an area reserved for
patients from the local hospital, paupers, stillborn babies and those
of non-Catholic persuasion. Thankfully this no longer applies and
all burials are accorded equal status and dignity.
Families of the travelling community have many plots in the
cemetery and are renowned for their meticulous attention paid to
graves by way of headstones and floral tributes. My thanks to Tom
and Mary Stokes, the Reilly, McDonagh and O’Donnell families for
doing such great work.
The top right hand section is always looking good and credit
for this must go to Joe Regan and Andy Brennan - their tireless
efforts are much appreciated and make the task of the Caretaker
that much easier.
A badly needed facility was the provision in recent times of
piped water, plus two bays for grass, old wreaths and stones. This
was an essential amenity required for so long. A seat was donated
to the graveyard by Rose Nott (nee Doherty) now domiciled in
England, in memory of her late parents, Michael and Mary Ann

SUttocrtiert

Mike Joe Mahon

The Graveyard can be located off the Ballinamore/Carrick-onShannon road about 1/2 mile on the left-hand side of the road
leading to Kiltoghert School.
The church and graveyard lie on the lower north-facing slope
of a gentle hill which itself rises to a height of 400ft O.D. It is an
appropriate setting for an Early Christian foundation, isolated, yet
commanding. It is flanked by a wooded hill immediately to the
northeast and a marsh hill, which rises precipitously to the
southwest. From the brow of this particular hill, there is a strategic
view of Sliabh an larann to the northeast and Corry Mountain to
the northwest, the two principle mountain ranges rising above
Lough Allen.
The upland terrain of Kiltoghert townland and its immediate
hinterland is endowed with a number of small lakes, among them
Carrickevy Lough, Lough Bran and Lough Duff to the west and
Kilmaddaroe Lough to the south.
The attractive geographical setting of Kiltoghert is enhanced
by an equally rich archaeological landscape. There are clusters of
ringforts in the adjacent townland of Mong and in the townland of
Kiltoghert itself. Their presence suggest a modest early Christian
settlement in the immediate vicinity of the church site, which itself
may have been the religious focus of this early community.
Historical documentation, albeit fragmentary, attests to an
early foundation for the Kiltoghert religious community. The 19th
century antiquarian, John O’Donovan, proposed that Kiltoghert is
a corruption of Cill-Tathchomhaire or Tathchumhare/Tachuir, Cill
meaning church, presumably followed by the founder saint’s name.
Alternatively, it may be derived from the Irish tochar: the church of
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the road or causeway.
We know from an entry in the Registry of Clonmacnois that
the site was in existence in the 10th century. We are told that the
Coarb of Clonmacnois, Dubhsuileach (black-eyed) O’Conail was
collecting three beeves (cattle) and three hoggs every St. Martin’s
day from the monastic community at Kiltoghert, as payment to the
Bishop of Clonmacnois. Fergal O’Rourke, Chief of Breifne (d.965
A.D.) was overlord of the Kiltoghert lands at this time. In exchange
for the privilege of being granted a much-coveted burial place at
Clonmacnois, he handed over 120 Irish acres of those lands to
Clonmacnois.
The Gaelic Irish families associated with the site in the early
and later medieval period were the O’Rourke's (Ua Ruairc) of
Breifne, the Reynolds (Mac Rannall) of Muintir Eolas and
McGowran (Ma Gabhrain), Chief of Tealach Eathach nowTullyhaw,
Co. Cavan. It is interesting to note that all of these names are well
represented on the tombstones in the graveyard, being some of
the more predominant names in the territory for almost 1,000
years. A glance around the graveyard also reveals the following
names: Reilly, Moore, Guckian, Moran, McKeon, Mahon, Farrell,
Doran, McNabola, Costello, Gill, O’Malley, Gibbons, Gallagher,
Scollan, Lynch, Flynn, Murray, Heslin, Drum, Pagnam, Moffat,
Kelleher, Burns, O’Brien, Gilmartin, Shanly, Gill, McWeeney,
Earley, Byrne, McKenna, Deignan, Carthy, Gaffney, Judge, Mac
Guire, Armstrong, Dean, Campbell, Harrison, Lannon and Mulhern
- each name reflective of continuity and change, conflict and
acculturation, in this local Leitrim community.
There is also a reference to the site in the late medieval
period. The Annals of the Four Masters record that in 1412 A.D.,
Tadhg, the son of Tomaltagh MacDermot was slain with the cast of
a javelin by one of the people of Cathal MacRannall (Reynolds) on
the green or field of Cill Thathchomhaire.

From the above we can surmise that Kiltoghert was originally
a small but thriving monastic settlement established initially by the
patronage of O’Rourke of Breifne and that it paid tribute to the
prestigious monastic community of Clonmacnois.
As already stated, there are two graveyards at Kiltoghert, the
early one which houses the medieval Church and a more modern
extension spreading uphill for a distance of 95m beyond the
southern boundary of the former. The most dominant features in
the graveyard are the remains of the medieval Church to the north,
and three family vaults, one directly west of the church, (Vault 1),
another adjoining the northwest corner of the graveyard boundary
(Vault 11) and the third occupying the greater part of the
corresponding south west corner, but incorporated into the south
wall only (Vault III). The medieval Church being the most significant
archaeological remains.
One of the more unusual upright gravestones stands just
outside the south wall of the Church. In shape it resembles the tau
or T-shaped Early Christian crosses which were used as boundary
markers. Its east face is inscribed with a simple linear cross and
the IHS monogram. The remains of an inscription "...died
September 16th 1724" is visible at its base. The west face is
undecorated. It is 80cm in height, 31cm wide and 7cm thick. Given
its unusual shape and the antiquity of the graveyard it is
conceivable that this is an earlier slab, which was reworked and
reused, in the early 18tn century.
There is a curious composite gravestone/memorial in a
roughly central position in the graveyard, which is simply called the
Bishop’s grave by the local community. It comprises a modern
pedestal bearing the inscription -"Grave of Bishop Moran, Died
1166 A.D., R.I.P., Renovated by Peter Moran of Kildoragh and J.
Shanley, Cuilty Conway, direct descendants of the Morans of Mong
(a townland immediately north of Kiltoghert). The pedestal is

1991 - Mike Joe Mahon standing at the Peyton Vault during the graveyard refurbishment.
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constructed of unevenly coursed limestone with an entrance in the
east gable. The roof was recently refurbished.
I have failed to find the owners of Vault No 1. The owners of
Vault No 2 were the Peyton family of Port and the owner of Vault
No 3 were the McKeon family from Keonbrook, one of whose
menfolk fought one of the last duels in Ireland with one of the
"McRanall" (Reynolds) of Letterfine. This hallowed ground holds
the mortal remains of people from Drumshanbo, Deffier, Cootehall,
Cleheen, Carrick-on-Shannon, Drumsna, Kilnagross and all the
neighbouring areas.

crowned with the apex of a limestone hood moulding of a window
or doorway, which is most likely taken from the medieval church at
the site. The hood moulding is adorned with the head of a mitred
bishop, boldly sculpted in three dimensions. The head is most
probably a representation of a 15th/early 16th century bishop
associated with Kiltoghert. The hood moulding is 41cm wide and
36cm deep. The sculpted head at its centre is 33cm from the tip of
the mitre to point of chin. The third component of this eccentric
monument is a large crudely cut limestone slab, coffin-shaped,
2.14m in length from apex to base, 96cm wide at its west end,
tapering to 67cm at its east end. What appears to be a foliage motif
enclosing a circle decorates the upper half of the slab - perhaps a
crest? The motifs on the lower part of the slab are not as deeply
cut and not discernible, a rubbing however would bring out the
design content. A ridge, fluted on one side divides the decorated
surface. There is no inscription on the slab. It is not typical of
medieval grave slab workmanship. Its rudimentary nature suggests
that it was produced locally in more recent times. Interestingly this
memorial is connected by ritual to the holy well north of the
graveyard. On the annual pattern day held on 23rd July until about
60 years ago until it lapsed, pilgrims would take soil from the area
around the "Bishop’s grave" and bring it to the holy well. This, in
conjunction with the spring water was considered to have curative
properties. There are a number of flat grave slabs bearing
elaborate coats of arms throughout the graveyard. Kiltoghert was
clearly an important burial ground for the more dominant local
families in the 18th/19th centuries. One such grave slab lies 2.4-m
south of the south gable of vault I. It is 1.85m in length & 95cm
wide. The east end is decorated with a carved shield flanked with
a flourish of scrolled foliage, bearing a lion rampant on the dexter
side, while the sinister shows a smaller version of the lion rampant
and what appears to be a representation of a boat surmounted by
a raised, elbow-bent arm. The Crest is a Helmet. The inscription on
the slab is not legible.
Approximately 2.45m west of this slab is a similar one
displaying arms which appear to be a variation on the above. The
slab 2m in length, 91cm wide at it’s east end, tapering to 86cm at
its west end. Again the inscription is badly eroded and not readily
legible. The arms consist of a shield containing lions rampant and
a hand wielding what appears to be a Maltese type cross. The
close proximity of both of the slabs described here, coupled with
similar elements in the arms suggest that this was a specific family
plot.
Yet another unusual recumbent slab is to be found a short
distance south of the medieval church. It is 1.93m long and 97cm
wide. The inscription is faded but according to folklore it is "the
grave of the first Parish Priest of Kiltoghert". It is decorated with a
large circle within which there is an angel, a hand, a chalice and a
simple garland.

May they all rest in peace.

jlanustolun

Fr. Joe O’Dowd S.M.

The existence of the present graveyard in Jamestown would
depend largely on the date of the foundation of the Franciscan
Abbey there. It seemed to have been a custom that local people
buried their dead in the precints of the Abbey, especially Abbeys
situated in country places, e.g. Fenagh, Clonmacnois etc. The late
Fr. Canice Mooney in his researches seems to think the Abbey was
founded 1602-20, or thereabouts. We can conclude from this that
it was later than this period that the burials started in Jamestown.

Buildings
The Abbey -tradition has it that it was the Franciscan Convent
Chapel and also used by the locals for Sunday Mass. Some say it
was dedicated to StTrenan (or Srenan), others to Our Lady. An old
story is that locals called it "The Church of Jealousy". Local history
has it also that a fight took place in it between a Mulvey and a
Reynolds (members of two dominant clans in the area), and
Reynolds killed Mulvey. Reynolds had to do public penance outside
the church for a certain length of time to get forgiveness.
Vaults
One in fair state of repair was the burial place of the Hely family
from the Cootehall area. I have no information on the other except
that it was used in the tan war to hide guns and sleep rough.
1. In the 1930’s a Fr. O’Beirne S.J. gave a mission in Carrick. He
was born and reared in Drumsna. At Mass in Jamestown he
told that 300 of his ancestors from Kilmore - all O'Beirnes
were killed in a faction fight on the Leitrim/Longford border.
They were all brought back and buried in Jamestown, in a
mass grave. Why not Kilmore - he did say?
2.

In the time of the mass evictions in the 1700-1800 period, it
is stated that 40 families from the townland of Corraughrim
Hill in Coolatuhuma were evicted (Ethnic cleansing is not a
modern phenomenon). They all moved to the Gowel area but
carried their dead back to Jamestown to be buried with
their ancestors. This would explain why so many from that
area are still buried in Jamestown: The Gills, Ann Cahill,
Morans, Murrays, Briens, Greens, Earleys, McCabes,
Rowans and many others.

3.

Jamestown Graveyard tells us a story - of poverty,
persecution and suffering undergone by so many who lie in
unmarked graves. They were a brave people whom we
are now remembering, while their persecutors have faded
into oblivion. "Blessed are those who suffer persecution for
My sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven".

The Vaults
Apart from the gravestones, the three 18th/19th century vaults in
the graveyard merit comment. Vault I is freestanding, 3.3m from
the north boundary wall. Unlike vaults II and III it houses its burials
above ground. There is a recessed rectangular niche on the
external face of the south gable, which may originally have housed
a slab commemorating those buried within the vault.
Vault II occupies the north-west corner of the graveyard. It is
also rectangular in plan, 4.8m x 3.52m externally. The pitched
stone roof has just recently been refurbished.
Vault III, which is that of the McKeon family lies in the
southwest corner of the graveyard. It is a barrel vault 4.7m x 3.4m,
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declared the war just, in the Synod of Kells, under Primate Hugh
O’Reilly, Archbishop of Armagh. A further Synod was held in
Kilkenny and by October the great Confederation of Kilkenny was
formed. This was a veritable Parliament of Ireland and Gael and
Norman were combined. Ireland began to look more like a nation
than it had for centuries. On the advice of the scholarly and
patriotic Irish Franciscan, Father Luke Wadding, Fr. Scarampi was
sent as Papal Envoy to Ireland in 1643. This pious and prudent
man was received by the Irish as an angel of light and many tears
were shed on his recall. With him going back to Rome there
travelled a young student, now Saint Oliver Plunkett. The outbreak
of the Civil War should have helped Ireland’s cause. Instead, it had
the opposite effect. Charles was anxious for Irish recruits in his
war so he set out to get a cessation called to the war in Ireland. A
cessation was arranged in 1643, when Confederate power was at
its height. This was the first of many truces which grew into the
disastrous "peace of Ormond" of January, 1649.

Every time I call into the Cemetery in Jamestown or attend a
funeral under the walls of the Franciscan Friary, I feel that the dead
who rest there are the dead in Clonmacnois lulled to sleep by the
running waters of our beloved river Shannon. What a peaceful
burial ground this is.
Jamestown, formerly Kilshrenan, owes its present name to
King James 1st (1603 -1625). In 1622 he tried to colonise Leitrim
and to make a planters preserve on the Shannon banks for its
better defence against the natives. It was given Royal Charter and
fortified by walls twenty feet high and six feet thick. Sir Charles
Coote, Architect and builder from Devonshire, got the job to do for
£3,000. He built a castle inside these walls.

The Church Comes Back
A Franciscan Friary was founded here in the reign of Pope Urban
VII (1623-1644). These were Penal Days in Ireland and the
outbreak of the Rising of 1641 would have brought the only
cessation to make church building a possibility. The Friary probably
took shape after that date. It is first mentioned in Franciscan
records in 1644. The present ruins in Jamestown graveyard are
locally recognised as the remains of this Friary. This ruined church
is also ‘outside the walls’.

Rinuccini
Jamestown was occupied in 1645 by the Earl of Carlingford
(otherwise Lord Taffe) in the Confederate interest. It was retaken
by Colonel Oliver, acting for Ormond, in 1646. At that time Sir
James Dillon was made its Governor. Meantime, in Rome, Fr.
Wadding was busy as agent of the Confederation and sent money
and supplies of arms to Ireland. He also procured the appointment
from Pope Innocent X of Archbishop Rinuccini as fully-accredited
Nuncio to Ireland. The Nuncio’s policy was the restoration of
Catholic worship in all its pristine splendour, while many Irish
churchmen, long accustomed to Penal Laws, were satisfied with
mere toleration.
This brings the story to 1649-perhaps the most tragic year of
all. The peace was signed in January: Charles I was beheaded a
fortnight later, while Rinuccini sailed from Ireland in February, his
noble mission a failure. Twelve days later Cromwell sailed into
Dublin bay.
The year 1650 opened quietly with Cromwell in winter
quarters near Bantry. He soon awoke from his slumbers and
started on the rampage through Tipperary, Waterford and Kilkenny.
The latter town, former seat of the Confederation, fell to him in
March. The Confederation itself, however, was disbanded
previously. The Northern Irish Chiefs met at Belturbet to elect a
successor to Owen Roe. Their choice fell, rather unwisely and as
compromise, on Heber McMahon, Catholic Bishop of Clogher, a
brave man and a true Irish patriot, but unskilled in the art of
warfare. When the soldier prelate took to the field he achieved
some success at first, but was utterly defeated by the younger
Coote at Scarrifholis in Donegal.
He escaped from the field but was captured and
ignominiously done to death, by Coote’s orders, at Enniskillen.
Owen Roe’s brother, Con Roe, had already fallen in the fray; it is
said that he died near Carrick-on-Shannon. Ulster was now
ruined. By the end of July, Waterford had surrendered, Limerick
was threatened by Ireton, Cromwell's deputy and Coote was
besieging Athlone. And so at last we come to the Synod of
Jamestown.

Jamestown
There are many "Jamestowns" in the world, and at least one other
in Ireland - in County Laois - but the County Leitrim village excels
them all, not in any fame attached to the mere possession of
James’ name, but in being the place chosen for the assembly of
Bishops from the 6th to 12th August 1650. Charles O’Connor, of
Belanagar, in 1759, writes the pardonable exaggeration: "I stayed
at Jamestown...which is almost as famous in history for its Council
of Bishops in the Civil War as Trent is for another Council". This was
surely Jamestown’s week of glory. It had another "little while" in
1689 when Sarsfield captured it.
The "curse of Cromwell", still a grim memory, was in 1650 a
hideous reality. This Puritan plague in human form had landed in
Ireland on August 14th, 1649. He never set foot in Ulster or
Connacht, but his policy pervaded these provinces just the same,
while after promising not to meddle with any man’s conscience he
added that "the exercise of the Mass would not be allowed”.
He didn’t wait for the Synod of Jamestown but he had sent a
sneering reply to the Bishops at Clonmacnois eight months before.

1641 and the Confederation
The long war had begun, by the Irish Rising against penal
oppression, in October, 1641. This insurrection was planned by
Rory O’Moore and the Northern Irish Chiefs and was highly
successful in Ulster. Due to incompetent leaders and undisciplined
troops there were many atrocities and unnecessary bloodshed,
which the English propaganda of the time magnified tenfold. Sir
Owen O’Rourke led this rebellion in Leitrim and captured the whole
county with the exception of Drumruiske (now Carrick-onShannon) and Manorhamilton, held by the cruel miscreant Scot’s
planter, Sir Frederick Hamilton. The ecclesiastical authorities
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Tercentenary Celebrations - Jamestown - 6th August 1950
Bishop McNamee unveils a plaque on the “Abbey” to commemorate the Synod there in 1650

The Jamestown Synod
The prelates came to this Shannon-side retreat on August 6th,
1650. They were "on their keeping" from the Cromwellians but "at
peace" with Ormond. The prelates sat down and wrote what is
called in history the ‘Jamestown Declaration’. It is the title of a long
document and is "dated at Jamestown in the Convent of the Friars
Minor, August 12th 1650". After the title, which declares what it is
about, and who are issuing it, viz., the Archbishops and other
prelates and dignitaries of the Secular and Regular Clergy of
Ireland, the document proceeds with the preamble. This traces in a
general way the march of events from the taking up of arms in
1641 to the ‘final’ peace in 1649. Then follows a sentence of
excommunication on those who adhere to Ormond in
disobedience to "our present Declaration". The document ends by
an exhortation to penance and reliance on the mercy of God, even
though "we well understand that the present condition of the nation
is more inclining to ruin and despair, than recovery". "If the enemy
is rich, strong and powerful, God is stronger still" and "If God be
with us, who is against us?" (St. Paul, Romans, VIII, 31). With the
parting words "Let nothing separate you from that burning charity .
of Christianity, and God will ever preserve, protect and bless you",
the prelates proceeded to sign as follows:- "Given at Jamestown,
under our hand, August 12th 1650"

4-

Hugh O'Reilly, Archbishop of Armagh

4-

John Burke, Archbishop of Tuam.

Photo Courtesy: Pat Butler

4-

Nicholas French, Bishop of Ferns

4-

Thomas Fleming, Archbishop of Dublin.

4-

John Culenan, Bishop of Raphoe.

4-

Eugene Sweeney, Bishop of Elphin.

4-

Francis Kirwan, Bishop of Killala.

4-

Anthony Mageoghegan, Bishop of Clonmacnois.

4-

Walter Lynch, Bishop of Clonfert.

4-

Edmond O’Dempsey, Bishop of Leighlin.

4-

Arthur Maginess, Bishop of Down and Connor.

4-

Oliver Darcy, Bishop of Dromore.

James Dooley, Abbot of Cong; William de Burgo, Dominican
Provincial; Thomas Kieran, Abbot of Boyle; Bernard MacEagan,
proxy for Franciscan Provincial; Charles Kelly, Dean of Tuam;
Richard O’Kelly, proxy for the Vicar-General of Kildare and the
Dominican Prior of Rathbran, Co. Wicklow; James Dooley, Abbot of
Kilmanagh, for Chapter of Tuam; Walter Enos, Protonotary
Apostolic of Ferns, and proxy for the Provost of the Collegiate
Church of Galway; Thadaeeus Egan, Provost of Tuam; Luke
Plunkett, Protonotary Apostolic, President of Killeen College and
Principal Chaplain to the Leinster Army.
This is the complete congregation of Jamestown. Apologies
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were made for absentees by the words "with the consent and
approbation of the rest, through the danger of these times, now
absent". The Bishops of the South were absent, but they appended
their names at Galway on August 23rd 1650 as follows:-

+

Thomas Walsh, Archbishop of Cashel.

+

John O’ Mallony, Bishop of Killaloe.

+

Edmond O’Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick.

+

Terence O’Brien, Bishop of Emly.

+

Robert Barry, Bishop of Cork and Cloyne.

+

James Fallon, Vicar Apostolic of Achonry and

The
Famine Graveyard
Dermot McNabb

In December 1846, at the height of the Great Famine, the Board of
Guardians of Carrick-on- Shannon Workhouse directed the Master
to appropriate the north corner of the Workhouse grounds for the
burial of the dead. The taking of this decision was as a result of a
complaint from the Rev. William Percy of the Parish of Kiltoghert
relative to the improper internment of deceased paupers in the
Parish churchyard. The site of that burial ground in which hundreds
of the victims of the Famine, many of them children, is at the rear
of what is now St. Patrick’s Hospital. Its use as a graveyard was
discontinued during the 1940’s and trees were planted on the site.
Eventually the area became over-grown.
To commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the Great Famine, Carrick-on-Shannon and District Historical
Society decided to take on the task of turning the site of this old
graveyard into a Garden of Remembrance. This scheme had the
co-operation of the Matron of the hospital, Ms. Fullard, and of the
North Western Health Board. With the help of the local M.R.D. and
a FAS team, the area was soon cleared of all unwanted growth.
Paths were laid and flower beds planted. Plaques were erected to
the memory of all that died during those terrible years. These
Society,
Reynolds & Sons, Carrick-on-Shannon and the Historical Society.
A fountain was placed in the centre of the Garden.
On Saturday 18th July 1998, following a prayer service
conducted by Rev. Brian Brennan and Rev. Ivan Biggs, President
Mary McAleese officially opened the Garden of Remembrance. In
her opening statement the President said:
"In dedicating this small part of Carrick-on-Shannon - the Famine
Graveyard in the shadow of the former Workhouse (itself a place
that featured so much in the Famine), you are in a sense
completing the process of grieving and accepting the terrible
tragedy that has affected all our lives in one way or another. That
process of acceptance allows us to look back and reflect on what
happened - to consider the factors that contributed to it - and to
recognise that it is now very much part of our make-up".
It is hoped that as many people as possible, young and old, will
continue to visit the Garden. It is a reminder to all of the terrible
tragedy that befell this country over a century and a half ago and
also a reminder that famine still afflicts many Third World Countries
today.

later Oliver Dease, Vicar General of Meath.

A notable absentee on both occasions was Patrick Plunkett,
Bishop of Ardagh, in whose Diocese Jamestown stood. He had
signed the Ormond Peace, and, seemingly, hadn’t changed his
mind yet. He was subsequently exiled and on his return was
persecuted by this very same Ormond. Bishop Thomas Dease, of
Meath, was another "Ormondist" who did not sign at Jamestown or
elsewhere. Some Irish Sees were also vacant that year, as at least
four bishops had died earlier. They were Boetius MacEgan, of
Elphin; another Boetius MacEgan of Ross, martyred by Broghill in
Co. Cork; Heber McMahon, of Clogher, also put to death, and
David Rothe, of Ossory. Patrick Comerford, Bishop of Waterford
was in exile.
Rinuccini was not at the Jamestown Synod, as he was back
in Rome several months.
There was another smaller meeting at Jamestown on
November 10th 1651, presided over by Primate Hugh O’Reilly, who
was the only Bishop present. Amongst the clergy present was Rev.
Laurence O’Farrell, O.P., afterwards martyred in Longford.
The Jamestown Declaration is a noble, national and historic
document. But it was issued about seven years too late. In 1643 it
would have been much more powerful. The Confederate arms
would have been strong enough to support it. The wiles of Ormond
would have been forestalled, and Ireland could, at least, have
waited confidently to see who would win the Civil War in England.
This is another of the great "might-have-beens" of our history.

z

Don’t Quit
When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all up-hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest, if you must, but don’t you quit.
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow You may succeed with another blow.
Success is failure turned inside out
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit,
It’s when things seems worst that you must not quit.

Garden of Rememberance, Summerhill.
Dedicated to all from this area who died in the Famine.
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sacrifice in times of persecution by a people of Faith. Those who had
built the chapel had risked not just the threat of eviction but even the
loss of life as they erected their simple bark-like structure as their
place of worship. There, for many years, people had come to join in
the offering of the Mass. They prayed, came to receive the
sacraments and brought their new-born children to be baptised in
the Faith of their Fathers. No other site, no matter how suitable or
how central, could replace the sacred spot on which they would
worship their God.
We know that a Dublin Architect, William Hague, drew the
plans for and supervised the building of the Church. The builders
were local tradesmen, Thomas Earley and James McKeon. No
doubt many others from the locality assisted them. Earley and
McKeon worked in partnership on a number of buildings in the area
including the building of Kiltoghert School. Thomas Earley was
grandfather of Tom Pat Earley who with his sons were involved in the
reconstruction of the Church a few years ago.
While the location of Gowel Church is now a quiet spot apart
from times when people come to pray, it was not always so. In the
early part of the century there were no fewer than three shops in the
vicinity of the church, one in the front of where the present Curate’s
house stands near the well in the lawn and two on the other side of
the road.
A local hall also stood almost on the site of the present house. The
hall was burned by the Crown Forces (the dreaded Black and Tans)
during the War of Independence.

Rita McWeeney

Gowel Church was built one hundred and seven years ago at a cost
of just fifteen hundred pounds. But that was quite a considerable
sum then, and it involved considerable generosity on the part of the
people of Gowel, their neighbours in the rest of the parish and
relatives and natives of the area who had been forced to make their
living in foreign fields of England, Scotland and America.
Emigration was as much a part of Irish life one hundred years
ago as it is today.
Many of the people who lived in the Gowel area existed on
holdings so small that they were unable to pay rents to the local
landlord, and were forced to visit England or Scotland regularly to
earn money at spring sowing and harvest time digging of the potato
crops.
When Canon Hoare and Father Hourican began the work of
raising funds for the new Church in Gowel a new site at Annaghearly
was generously offered. However, the people of Gowel were
determined that their Church would be built on the site of the much
older Penal Church, which was then in use.
While it might have seemed desirable to move as far away as
possible from what had become a miserable decaying ruin, the
Christians of Gowel had a true appreciation of the Faith of their
forefathers who had built the old Penal Chapel.
The old ruined Chapel had once been the finest Catholic
Church in Ireland, a church that was built at considerable risk and

A group of parishioners pictured with Bishop C. O’Reilly on the occasion of the Re-Dedication of St. Patrick’s Church, Gowel on October 18th 1992.
Left to Right: Kathleen Butler, Margaret Kelly (R.I.P), Joe Beirne, Bishop C. O’Reilly, Francie Bohan (Oldest Parishioner), Rita Earley (Youngest Parishioner)
Photo Courtesy: Rita McWeeney

Leitrim Local Studies
30

The Church given to the people by the generosity of the people of
Gowel over a hundred years ago, has survived because successive
generations, while holding on to the Faith handed on in true Irish
tradition, have themselves maintained and refurbished the building.
Fr. Patrick Moran who built the present Curate’s house, with the
help and generosity of the people of Gowel and Leitrim, then
renovated the Church just about fifty years ago, when most if not all
of the present windows were installed. The contractor on that
occasion was Michael McLoughlin, Effernagh, who has also
designed and built the imposing Curate’s residence.
More recently the Church has been completely refurbished in
1986 under the guidance of Fr. Michael Rigney, then the local
curate. The contractor on that occasion was Peter (Sonny) Moran, a
native of the area, like all the other builders who have been
employed on the Church over the years.
When the people of Gowel gathered on 18th October, 1992, to
celebrate the centenary of the Church, appropriately enough on
Emigrant Sunday, they celebrated the Faith of their Fathers who had
faithfully lived and handed on the Faith from one generation to the
next and given generously to the provision and maintenance of their
place of worship from Penal Times to the present day. May future
generations continue to be as faithful and generous.
Bishop Colm O’Reilly recalled on Centenary Sunday, the
writings about the Church, "In Gowel shortly after the completion in
1892, the then Parish Priest of Carrick-on-Shannon, Canon Joseph
Hoare, had the following to say:
‘And as this Church accommodation is only a means to an end,
it is hoped that they (returned emigrants) will also find their friends
improved in their lives and religious observances. In such cases only
shall we benefit from the past, and transmit the sacred trust, which
is our treasured inheritance’.
“The same man would be proud to see the excellent condition
in which the Church is to be found today. He would scarcely be
surprised, for he knew the generosity of the people and he was able
to say three years after the Church was completed that not only was
it not in debt any more, but was actually in credit”.
"It gives me the greatest pleasure to salute the people of Gowel
who have retained the pride of their ancestors in their splendid
Church. The present generation, the successors of those who built
the Church, has been no less generous in ensuring its renovation
and present state of excellent repair. I wish the people of Gowel
district of Kiltoghert Parish, every blessing and I pray that their
beautiful Church may be for the present generation what Canon
Hoare hoped it would be in the last century, a place ‘to transmit the
sacred trust which is our treasured inheritance ".
Fr. Tadhg Kenny was the last resident priest in Gowel. On 22nd
October 1995, Fr. Kenny retired from Kiltoghert Parish. Due to a
shortage of priests in the Diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnois, the
Bishop, Colm O’Reilly, was unable to replace Fr. Tadhg. As an
innovative measure and as a response to the people’s desire for a
presence in the parochial house, the Bishop invited the Sisters of
Mercy, to serve in Kiltoghert parish. On 14th October, 1996, three
Sisters set up community in Gowel, they are Sr. Rosarii Cryan, who
is the Parish Sister, Sr. Emmanuel Farrelly, who works with the
disadvantaged in the specific area of Disability and Sr. Anna Burke
who is Chaplain in the Community School, Carrick-on- Shannon.
The sisters reside in the parochial house beside Gowel Church.
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Canon Hoare was appointed to Kiltoghert Parish in 1887 and
very soon recognised the hardship people suffered walking the long
distance in all kinds of weather. He decided to build a chapel in
Leitrim. A suitable site was essential and one was generously
donated by Tom McDermott and his wife, who was formerly Barry of
Ballinwing. The Barrys were popular landowners in the area. The
local people were delighted with the news. Canon Hoare had the
mammoth task to raise the money necessary to start the project.
Times were bad and people had not really recovered from the
disastrous results of the Famine period. However, the business
people of Carrick-on-Shannon were very generous as were the
other parishioners. We are told that a number of Protestant people
from the village area gave substantial donations. John Black and
Dominic Noone were two of the
door-to-door collectors. About
£1,000
was
required
altogether. It was in 1892
that the debt was
cleared or so it is
stated.
Enough money
was available in
1888 to start the
work on the site. The
stones
were
quarried on the
Green and in Port
and were conveyed
by horse and cart,
donkey and cart to
the field. Sand was
from
carted
Auhgaslane
and
lime from near Fr- Willie Moran, a native of Leitrim Village whose remains
are interred in the grounds of Saint Joseph’s Church, Leitrim
Drumshanbo for the
Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan
mortar. A large
number of local
people gave their services voluntary with the foundations as well as
mixing mortar. The women filled the barrels with water from the
canal. Paddy Campbell, a noted stonemason, was one of the
masons who did the work on the walls. Two well-known Drumboylan
craftsmen, Sweeney and Gilboy and Mickey Lannon of Fawn were
with the team who created the lovely Pitch Pine ceiling. The work
was eventually finished and the Consecration and Dedication took
place on the Sunday before Christmas, December 23rd 1888.
The Ceremony was performed by Most Rev. Dr. Woodlock,
Bishop of the Diocese. Master of Ceremonies was Canon O’Farrell,
Professor in St. Mel’s. Mass was celebrated by Rev. John Kelly,
Drumsna Deacon and Rev. Gabriel O’Farrell O.P., Tallaght,
preached the sermon. Other priests present were Fr. Reddy,
Keadue, Fr. Kelly, Cootehall and Fr. Allen, Mohill. Mickey Lannon was
the first man to receive Holy Communion that morning and Frank
Irwin, Ballinaboy served Mass. The Marist Sisters’ Choir rendered
the music. The Church was filled to overflowing. A very special day
for Leitrim.
Two days later, nearly as big a crowd gathered for the
Christmas Morning Mass. Hymns were sung with great enthusiasm.
A special Prayer was said for Canon Hoare. After Mass people
greeted each other warmly with the usual "Happy Christmas and
Prosperous New Year" salutation. Most of them went back into the
Church to have a good look around and great compliments were
paid to the constructors.
On January 13th 1890 Jim Travers of Aughaslane, Kiltubrid,

Winnie Downey

Prior to 1888, the people from the vicinity of Leitrim Village had to
travel to Carrick-on-Shannon or Gowel to attend Sunday Mass. On
rare occasions Mass was celebrated in Harringtons or O’Connors
(later Moffats) depending on the availability of a Priest.
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In the Churchyard lies the body of Father Willie Moran. He was
son of Thomas and Bridget Moran (nee Farrell) of Leitrim. His sister
was Vera Donnellan’s mother. Father Willie attended school in
Leitrim, went on to St. Mel’s and from there to Maynooth. He was
ordained on June 15th 1915 and was appointed C.C in
Carrickedmond, Longford and was there until his death in 1921.

married Bea McGreevy of Bellagart in St. Joseph’s Church and no
other marriage took place there until August 1960, when Fonsie
Reynolds and Nellie Drumm both of Tullylannon were married. Since
then numerous wedding ceremonies were performed in St.
Joseph’s. Brighid Gill of Killarcan was baptised on November 11th
1891 and the next baptism was on August 19th 1970, when Elaine,
first child of Tommy and Thomasina Padden, Tiermactiernan, was
christened by Father Seamus Whitney, who was newly ordained and
it was his first time to perform the ceremony.
In 1947, the original wooden altar was replaced by a Marble
one, when Monsignor Michael Maguire had it installed in memory of
the Lannon Family, Fawn. His mother was Kate Lannon. This altar
remained there until after Vatican 11 and it was replaced by the
wooden one still in use.
In 1957 new Stations of the Cross were donated by: Francis
Meehan, Leitrim; Phyllis Nerney, Leitrim; Ann Walsh, Leitrim; Mrs
O’Donoghue, Leitrim; Mrs Flynn, Church Park; John Earley, Leitrim;
Joe Mulvey, Sheffield; James Mulvey, Ballinwing; John Mulvey,
Ballinawing; Donnellan Family, Leitrim; Willie Gray, Leitrim; Denis
O’Brien, Killarkin, and Willie McWeeney, Leitrim.
Also in 1957, a Confessional was donated to the Memory of
John Joe Earley who was given a home in Donnellan’s.
In 1962, Fr. Ciaran Ryan, C.C. Gowel (later Canon Ryan)
assisted the Legion of Mary ladies to spring-clean the Church in
preparation for the Blessed Sacrament being left permanently there.
Jimmy Whitney of Port donated a beautiful Sanctuary Lamp.
In 1972, a new organ was presented by Mrs Eileen Cryan N.T.,
and is still in use. The old Harmonium was then discarded. It had
come to Leitrim when the Organ was installed in St. Mary’s. Also in
1972 a Candleabra was installed by the Gray Family, Leitrim. In
1982 three lovely stained glass windows were erected in the
sanctuary in memory of the Taylor Family, by John and Ann
Reynolds.
In 1988 extensive repairs were carried out to the Church,
initiated by Fr. Michael Rigney. Lovely new stained glass windows
were installed, also a new Baptismal Font and a Credence Table.
Later the grounds were landscaped and flowers and shrubs planted.
The Bell was re-sited to align with the Church Porch.
Numerous fundraising events took place in 1988/89 to help
defray the cost of Church repairs, e.g., Cake-sales, Tea parties and
the publishing of Shannonside Magazine.
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Following the defeat of the Catholic cause at the Battle of the Boyne
in 1690, Jamestown was held in January 1691, by Colonel O’Hara,
who had been left there in charge by the Irish leader, Patrick
Sarsfield. When the Williamite, General Douglas advanced from
Belturbet with the intention of forcing a crossing at Jamestown,
O’Hara sent to Athlone for help and Sarsfield decided to come to the
rescue. Before he reached Jamestown, Douglas had arrived and
attacked and was driven back. When the Irish were defeated at
Limerick and the Treaty which was signed on 3rd October 1691 was
broken, Sarsfield sailed into exile to France together with 20,000
soldiers. The Penal Laws came into force in Ireland, the Catholic
religion was outlawed, the Franciscans remained at Jamestown,
though many clergy were ordered out of the country in 1698 and
parochial clergy were forced to register in 1704. According to this list
Father Brian MacEgan was Parish Priest of Kiltoghert and Father
John MacRaghnaill (Reynolds) was Guardian of Jamestown Friary.
In an informer’s report from Youghal, dated 26th June 1713, states
that a priest had been captured on board a ship and gave his name
as Cornelius Reynolds of Jamestown, in the County of Leitrim,
which place he left in the year 1681. He was returning to visit his
"two poor sisters in his native place". After 32 years in exile he was
sent to Waterford Gaol. The Franciscans continued to appoint
Guardians to Jamestown throughout the enactment of the Penal
Laws and Jamestown had the right of sending two members to
Parliament, which was Irish, but completely Protestant. Sir Charles
Coote was a representative from 1634 to 1660 and was succeeded
by others with that name.
Another representative of this ‘Borough’ was John Fitzgibbon in
1768. Ten years later a Catholic man, Hugh O’Beirne came to
Jamestown from Dangan, Co. Roscommon. He bought property and
built a house "within the walls". O’Beirne was rich and powerful in an
age when Catholics were poor and oppressed. He supported
Catholic causes. Wolfe Tone in his "Diary” mentioned meeting him at
a Meeting of the Catholic Relief Committee in Dublin on 20th
November 1792 and referred to him as "a sensible man". He was
responsible for the arch, particularly for the upper portion of it, which
he had reinforced and battlements in 1780 and decorated with
seven chimney-like turrets each marked with the sign of the Cross.
Hugh O’Beirne built a private chapel or oratory in 1812. He died in
the following year and his memorial slab is in Jamestown Church,
with his burial vault in Kilmore graveyard. The chapel was enlarged
and named "Church of the Sacred Heart" by his son, Francis
O’Beirne, in 1843, under the guidance of the Parish Priest, Dr.
Slevin, who is buried there. Furthermore, there are memorial slab
Hugh and Francis O’Beirne within the church. We know that the
church was closed in 1866 and re-opened in 1887 by Canon Hoare
(later Bishop of the Diocese). The facts surrounding the closure have
yet to emerge.

The windows were donated by:
1 Memory of John, Mary and Francis Keaveny and
Mary Irwin, Ballinboy
2 Eileen and Nan O’Donoghue, Leitrim.
3 Mulvey Family, BalIin wing.
4
Vincent Donnellan and son John, Leitrim.
5 Vera Donnellan, Leitrim.
6 Gunning Family, Leitrim and Sheffield.
7 Mrs. Brennan, Port.
8 Molloy Family, Sheffield
9 Reynolds Family, Leitrim and U.S.A.
Other Donations:
Bog Yew Cross donated by Mrs McCarthy; Brass Plaque donated by
John Mulvey; Credence Table donated by the Earley Family, Leitrim;
Tabernacle restoration sponsored by Nan O’Donoghue; Baptismal
Font in memory of McCabe, McGuire, McGreevy and Shanley
Families; Font Sculptor, Dick Joyent.
A historical point of note: In the Spring of 1923 - Eamonn
DeValera while on the run attended Mass in Leitrim Church, from his
safe haven in Drumhierney House.

Acknowledgements: Mary Butler, Jamestown.
Sources: "The Arches of the Years" by Fr. F.J. Gilfinnan, "Carrick-on-Shannon

Remembered" by Carrick-on-Shannon & District Historical Society © 1998,
Reprinted: 1999.
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St. Mary’s Catholic Church
John Rooney

St. Mary's Catholic Church, Carrick-on-Shannon, is the Parish
Church of the parish of Kiltoghert. Situated near the centre of Main
Street, it is the finest of many parochial churches in the provinces.
Built on elevated ground, it has a magnificent set of sandstone
steps leading to the street. These stretch almost the full width of
the church. There are rockeries with many kinds of flowers on
either side of the steps. The
church is an early Gothic building,
designed by a Dublin architect,
Mr. William M. Hague, in 1879 and
was completed 50 years later by
his pupil, T.F. MacNamara, who
added the stained-glass windows
over the high altar. It was
commissioned by Canon Thomas
J Fitzgerald, P.P. (1872-1887), who
is buried at the foot of the altar of
the Blessed Virgin. When the
church was ready for roofing, it
was reduced to ruins by a
Ven. Archdeacon Michael
Kearney P.P.
hurricane on 19th January 1875.
1955 - 1970
The extra cost the storm caused
was nearly £4,000 and the total
debt on the church when it was opened was less than £2,000. The
church was solemnly blessed and dedicated to the Mother of God,
by Most Rev. Dr. Woodlock, Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois on
9th October 1879. Archbishop Croke (founder/patron of G.A.A.)
gave the sermon on the occasion. Until then the people
worshipped in a small chapel
erected in 1807, at the rear of
St. George’s Church of Ireland
and according to members of
the Church of Ireland
community the land for the
site of St. Mary’s was provided
by Charles Manners St.
George of Hatley Manor. The
church was completed under
Canon Hoare, P.P. During a
period of eight years Canon
Hoare provided the parish
Ven. Archdeacon Ciaran Ryan,
with three other churches. He
P.P.
reopened Jamestown Church
1970-1984
in 1887, as the Church of the
Sacred Heart, which had been built early in the century by the
O’Beirne family. Canon Hoare also built St. Joseph’s Church,
Leitrim Village in 1888 and St. Patrick’s Church at Gowel in 1892.
In St. Mary’s, the aisles are divided from the nave by pointed
arches sustained by polished Balmoral granite pillars with moulded
bases of Portland stone and ornamental caps. The arch over the
front door is made with caen-stone from France. The entire building
is 170 feet long and 60 feet wide, the nave being 30 feet and the
aisles 15 feet each. The height from the floor to the apex of the roof
is 60 feet. The walls are built of limestone with chiselled dressings.
Decorated stained-glass windows pierce the gables and the large

y

varnished doors are hung with decorated ironwork. The seats are
of pitch pine with ornamental terminals. The magnificent bell-tower
was constructed in 1925 by Dr.
Hoare’s successor in the
parish,
Canon
Thomas
O’Reilly (1915-1932), on the
direction of Dr. Hoare (who
became
Bishop of the
Diocese) at the cost of £6,000.
Soon afterwards, in 1927/28,
the splendid organ was
installed and before his death
in 1927 the Bishop arranged
for the erection of the grand
sanctuary window, his last gift
to the church and parish of his
Fr. Pat Lennon C.C.
predilection. There is an old
19731978
photograph of the original belltower in "Atlas and Cyclopedia of Ireland", published in New York
in 1900. The original High Altar was dismantled in 1979; parts of it
were distributed to a new tabernacle in the chapel on the right and
to a baptismal-font in the chapel on the left. Its place was taken by
a gallery of boarded wood enfolding an oil painting of the Last
Judgement by the artist, Ray Carroll.

The Difference
I got up early one morn ing
and rushed right through the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn't have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?" I wondered.
He answered “You didn't ask”.
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on, grey and bleak,
I wondered why God didn't show me.
He said, “Butyou didn't seek”.
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all m y keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
“My child you didn't knock".
I woke up early this morning,
and paused before entering the day,
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.
Author Unknown
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John

Originally, the Parish Church was at Kiltoghert (the ruins are
reputed to be still visible in the graveyard). A new church was built
in 1760 at Carrick by an Act of Parliament, on a hill at the centre of
the town in the old townland of Curbulloge. This was demolished in
1829 and replaced by the present St. George’s church. It was built
on land donated by Charles Manners St. George of Hatley Manor
with the aid of funds from the Board of First Fruits, which amounted
to a sum of £2,000. Entrance to the church was by a tree-lined
avenue from Main Street, converted, in 1969, to a wide road and
car park leading to St. Mary’s Close.
References to the appointment of architects and receipts of
donations for the building fund date from 1792 and the building of
pews for the use of each family "not forgetting the ones for the
poor". Notably the vessels of St. John’s Church, Drumshanbo (also
dating from 1829) are inscribed "The Church of Kiltoghert". A
newsletter dating from 1855, records the refurbishment and
cleaning of the church undertaken
by the church warden, Thomas
Church. While Rev. J.C. Beresford
was rector (1910-14, afterwards
Dean of Elphin), reconstruction was
undertaken of the interior of the
church in which the pews, known as
"bon-type", were replaced by the
present ones, and the sanctuary and
choir remodelled together with the
wooden floors being changed to
tiles. The west gallery was also
removed,
resulting
in
the
deterioration of the acoustics of the
church. The tower contains two bells
and once had a clock facing the
town. Its upper ten feet underwent
replacement, following a severe
lightning strike in 1964.
There is an impressive array of
stained-glass windows and plaques,
decorating
the
interior,
commemorating the lives and deaths
of the parishioners who worshipped
there. A window on the left side tells
us poignantly it is "In memory of Mia
Elizabeth, the beloved wife of
Surgeon George M. Dobson M.B.
Army Medical Staff and the eldest
daughter of Arthur Harrison of
Drumlummon, who died 30th August
1890, at Bellary, India, aged 19
years".
They also include one dedicated
to Charles Manners St. George of
Hatley Manor, "who died in Florence
in 1864 in the 78th year of his life".
His wife’s (Ingrid Christina) niece,
Petronella Halberg of Sweden,
presented the church with the

impressive Telford organ in 1875, still in excellent working
condition. There is a depiction, in the sanctuary window, of the
Holman Hunt painting "The Light of the World" made by Watson of
Youghal. In addition there is a painting of the nativity by an artist
named Plageman. There are references to the Freemasons of the
Province of North Connaught in the church and the churchyard,
including Surgeon Major Hazel Parke, whose emblem was brought
from the Parke Memorial Hall after it was burned in 1922. The
churchyard also holds a vault with the burial caskets of landlords:
William Agustus Peyton, Charles Robert Peyton and Alexandra
Peyton of Castlecarrow.
Acknowledgements:

Arthur Laird, Killukin.
Evelyn McCabe, Carrick.
Dermot McNabb, Carrick.

The tree lined entrance and gate (pre-1969) to Saint George’s Church of Ireland.
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CosTelLo MeawKiaL Chapel
The left pillar in front of this beautiful little R.C. Chapel bears the
inscription "1877 Costello Memorial Chapel" referring to the year of
death of Mary Josephine Costello, the beloved wife of Edward
Costello, who died at the age of 47 on 6th October, 1887. Edward
Costello built this tiny chapel, the smallest on the island of Ireland,
in memory of his wife and a last resting-place for both of them.
Both husband and wife lie side by side, Mary Josephine on the
left and Edward on the right, in richly decorated coffins in two glass
covered vaults in the floor of the chapel in front of the altar and
separated by encaustic tiles each panel representing five scenes
from the New Testament: The Scourging at the Pillar, The Nailing
to the Cross, Casting of Lots by the Soldiers, Denial by St. Peter of
Jesus and the Crown of Thorns.
Mary Josephine (nee Ledwith) was a native of County Longford.
Edward was a native of Dromore, just a short distance from
Carrick-on-Shannon. He was a merchant and operated a
substantial business from the property now known as P. Flynn &
Co., which is next to the Chapel. They had no family. Edward
Costello was regarded as a most charitable man - an old saying,
which was handed down, was that "an empty cart never left his
premises". Reporting on his death at the age of 68, on March 7th
1891, the following quotation from the Leitrim Advertiser reads as
follows: "he was generous to a fault, unostentatious, high-minded,
firm in his convictions, yet tolerant of the opinions of others, he won
the admiration and goodwill of all classes".
The Chapel is situated on the site of what was once a Methodist
chapel. Edward Costello purchased the site from the Methodist
Trust. When his wife died, her body was embalmed and placed in
the care of the Marist Sisters and he immediately commissioned
the erection of a chapel in her memory. He also commissioned a
beautiful chalice which bears the following inscription "Mortuary
Chapel, Edward Costello, Carrick-on-Shannon, 1878". It was
apparently his intention that the chapel would be completed in
1878, on the first anniversary of Mary Josephine’s death, but the
work dragged on until 1879.
On the 22nd April 1879, the Chapel was dedicated and Mary
Josephine’s remains were interred in the glass-covered vault to the
left side in front of the altar. The anniversary Mass was celebrated
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald, P.P., Carrick on Shannon, officiating,
assisted by Rev. J. Sheridan, C.C., Carrick on Shannon, Rev. J.
Madden, C.C., Rooskey, Rev. D. Gray, Adm„ Longford. A very large
number of clergy and laity from Carrick-on-Shannon and
surrounding areas attended this ceremony.
The Chapel is 16 ft long, 12 ft wide and covers an area of 192
sq. ft. The entrance gate is placed between two handsome cutstone pillars surmounted by two Celtic crosses. At present, an
ornamental railing set in a basement of cut-stone extends on the
right side. The ornamental railing on the left side was,
unfortunately, removed some time in the 1930’s. At the back of the
Chapel there was a space artistically selected for shrubs and
flowers, which also meant that light came through the beautiful
stained-glass window behind the altar. Unfortunately, many years
ago a building was erected on this space and so the garden no
longer exists.
There is one entrance to the Chapel - a door of wrought
galvanised iron. There are two raised monograms on the front of

Evelyn McCabe

the building. On the left side the letters E.M.C. (Edward and Mary
Costello) are beautifully entwined and underneath is the Costello
motto ”Ne Te Quae Siveris Extra”. On the right side are the Costello
Coat of arms and the Costello motto, which means, "Seek not
Thyself Outside Thyself". The interior of the building is lined with
Bathstone and there is no woodwork in the entire Chapel, as the
roof is an arched piece of masonry of the same material as the
wall. The exterior of the building is cut-stone, surmounted by two
Celtic crosses of the same material.
Mass was celebrated in this Chapel on the First Friday of each
month from 1879 to 1891 when Edward Costello died. The Chalice
was then handed over to St. Mary’s R.C. Church in Carrick-onShannon.
Sources: Freeman's Journal, Leitrim Advertiser ‘Carrick-onShannon’s Unique Chapel’ by Peggy Costello, Leitrim Guardian,
1978.
N.B. At present efforts are being made to restore this little
chapel to its former beauty and for this purpose a Restoration Fund
has been set up in Bank of Ireland, Carrick on Shannon. Anyone
wishing to contribute may do so to the Costello Chapel Restoration
Fund A/C No: 905336/62091876.
The Author wishes to acknowledge the help of Mr. John
Costello, Main Street and Fr. Peter Tiernan former C.C. Carrick-onShannon.

The Costello Memorial Chapel
Edward Costello built this tiny chapel, the smallest on the island of Ireland in

memory of his wife with a last resting place for both of them.
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Places of Learning
Endowed Schools Commission into the school at Carrick-onShannon. Mr. Cox also certifies that the school was built in 1825.
Eventually there was a school in Carrick-on-Shannon under
the Board of National Education.
In 1893, at the request of Canon Hoare, P.P. of the parish of
Kiltoghert, who later became bishop of the diocese, the
Presentation Brothers arrived in Carrick-on-Shannon. At that time
the local national school was a "mixed" school - both Catholic and
Protestant children attended it. The Brothers took control of the
education of the catholic boys. On their arrival the Brothers resided
where Kieran’s chemist shop now is. The founding Brothers were
Brothers Celcus, Aloysius and Bernard.
In 1911 Brother Cyril, who was Brother Superior at that time,
purchased the Military Barracks - now known as Presentation
House - from the British War Office and a secondary school for
boys was established there in 1945. This building which was
previously occupied by a military Battalion "Leitrim Rifles", was
also the residence of the Brothers.
In 1898 a new Brothers’ Primary School was built at
Summerhill, on a site now occupied by the E.S.B. The present
boys' school replaced it in 1963.
Cortober National School was closed in 1970 and
amalgamated with the schools in Carrick-on-Shannon. In 1973,
Jamestown school was also closed and amalgamated with the
Carrick schools. To cater for the extra pupils two prefabricated
buildings were erected at the rear of the main building of St. Mary’s
Boys’ School. One of these buildings is still in use as a classroom.
In 1974, the Presentation Brothers left the Primary School.
The last Brothers to teach there were Brothers Philip and Hugh.
They were replaced by a lay staff with a lay principal for the first
time.

Saint Mary’s Boys’ NS., Carrick -on-Shannon
Seamus Farrell, ex N.T.

The situation in Carrick-on-Shannon regarding schools was
similar to that in Jamestown. There was an Endowment School in
the town and the Hedge Schools in the remote rural areas. It is said
that one such Hedge School existed in the townland of Kiltoghert
and another in the townland of Drumnadobber.

1974 - Teaching Staff of Saint Mary’s Boys' N.S.
L. - R.: David O’Gara, Mel Flanagan, John Rafferty, Seamus Farrell (Principal),
Anthony O'Hara

There is documentary evidence that in the early part of the
19th Century there was a school in Carrick-on-Shannon, endowed
under the Lord Lieutenant Fund. This fund was a sum of money
that for several years was paid by Parliament, and which was at the
disposal of the Lord Lieutenant, for the purpose of building schools
in Ireland. The fund was at his disposal from 1810 to 1825
approximately. The documentary evidence dated 22nd September
1855 states that, with regard to a
school in Carrick-on-Shannon, a
grant of £100 was made to the
Rev. Thomas Jones. The condition
on which the grant was given was
that a site should be acquired and
£130 raised in subscriptions. The
school was under the control of
the Kildare-place Society. The
trustees were the Rector of the
parish, the Archbishop of Tuam
and Charles Manners St. George.
Some years later, Mr. St. George
placed the school under the Board
of National Education. He later
withdrew it from the Board and it
was for some time a private school
of his own. This evidence was
given in 1855 by Charles Cox, an
agent of the estate of M. St.
The Late Brothers Gerald Columban and Sylvester who taught in the Presentation Brothers' National School,
George and a Magistrate for the
Summerhill, during the 1940's and 50’s
County, to a sworn inquiry of the
Photo Courtesy: Presentation Brothers
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Ardtcoil Ncc CoroLn& Muire,
Rosary HigbvSc/ioob

Subsequently, she married Frank Lynch from Kiltoghert, who later
became Assistant Secretary to Leitrim County Council. They were
married in 1939 and set up home at Cortober. At that time women
had to give up their jobs when they got married.

Michael Lynch

Nibheidh a leitheid art's arm

"From Arigna they came.... and Croghan and Leitrim and
Ballinamore"

Ireland was emerging as a new nation. The country had
experienced the Civil War, the Economic War, and Europe was
being ravaged by the Second World War. Slowly an infant
education system was finding its feet.
Here and there throughout the country, small, privately owned
secondary schools appeared. These were schools founded and
managed by people who were imbued with that pioneering spirit
and generosity of mind, which is so much part of the educator. At
this time secondary education was available only to the well off or
to the scholastically brilliant. Outside the larger towns like Sligo and
Longford there was no Secondary School available to the Carrickon-Shannon area.
In September 1942, Mrs Kathleen Lynch (maiden name Mary
Mulhern, Drumlummon, Carrick-on-Shannon) opened a
Secondary School for boys at Cortober, on the Roscommon side
of the bridge.
She was a remarkable lady. She received her primary and
secondary education from the Marist Sisters in the town. A
scholarship student, she graduated from University College,
Galway, with a Batchelor of Commerce and a Higher Diploma in
Education, in 1927. She returned to live in Drumlummon and
taught in the Marist Secondary School at Mount St. Joseph.

Kathleen Lynch was a passionate believer in equality. She believed
that the way to a new Ireland of equality and opportunity was
through education. She believed also, that education was a right,
not a privilege, and, encouraged by her husband, she set out on a
great adventure. She turned her own house into a school and, thus
for the first time, secondary education for boys became available in
the Carrick-on-Shannon area.
The Rosary High School, as it
was known, grew and flourished as a
centre of learning, and, in 1950
moved to new premises. Throughout
the fifties and sixties it
continued to enrich the sporting,
cultural and literary life of itsj
environs. Its success and its’
contribution
to
modern
education bear ample evidence
to the dedication, determination and
selfless spirit of this pioneering teacher.
She had turned a dream into a reality. She had given to others what

Front Row (L to R):

The first students at Rosary High School.
Mrs Lynch, Eamonn Taylor, Tom Joe McKeon, Paddy Guckian, Rev. Fr. M. Casey, C.C. Drumlion. Owen McDonald, John Conway and

Back Row (L to R):

Joe O'Driscoll, Jim Farrell, Jim Flynn, Kevin Herity. Sean Mulvey, Gabriel McNamara, Fonsie O'Driscoll. Seamus McLoughlin and Sean McLoughlin.

Maureen Conway.
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Quote: "There is a school at Jamestown, in the Parish of Kiltoghert,
which was endowed by the Earl of Mountrath, with lands in the
Parish of Cloone which are now let at £34 per annum".
The report states that Edward Simpson was the master. A
Miss McNamara, who lived where Sile Carty’s house at the Cut
away Hill was, taught there (the Penal Laws having been relaxed
by this time). According to the second report of the Commissioners
of Irish Education Inquiry 1826,
school was discontinued for want of
a Deed of Endowment.
According to a report of the
Commissioners of Municipal
Corporations in Ireland 1833, a Mr.
O’Beirne, at his own expense (said
to be about £400), erected a vi
commodious schoolhouse, where
maintained a school under
National Board of Education. '
Mr. Hugh O’Beirne was one of
last representatives of the Ui Briuin-na-Sionna. The school was
situated at the rear of the present church. This building was in use
as a school until 1956 when the present schoolhouse, which no
longer serves as a school, was built.
The following is a list of some of the teachers who taught there:
Master and Mrs. Naughton 1856-1870 approximately.
Master and Mrs Farrell 1870 - early 1900’s - Mrs Farrell taught for
a time after her husband’s death.
Mary Kate Lavin from the early 1900’s to the 1930’s.
Mrs Gorman from the early 1920’s to 1956.
Celia McNabola from the late 1930’s to 1949.
Miss Regan from 1949 to the mid 1950’s.
A new school was built in the mid-1950’s and amalgamated
with the schools in Carrick-on-Shannon in 1973.

she believed was their just entitlement.
She had equipped many to take their rightful place by
providing access to enlightenment and employment. John
McGahern said of her: "She must have been a remarkable woman
for her time. A woman in charge of a school of adolescent boys and
girls must have set off all kinds of ecclesiastical alarms. The area
around Carrick-on-Shannon had one of the most open and
competitive secondary school systems, at a time when education
was available only to the few". Despite many obstacles she
persevered in her dream.
Mary Kathleen Lynch is fondly remembered by many of her
past pupils and nothing gave her greater happiness than to hear of
their successes. Her kindness and understanding were legendary,
as was her prowess as a teacher.
When the Rosary High School closed, due to rationalisation,
in the seventies, Mrs Lynch returned to a teaching post with the
Marist Sisters. She retired from teaching in 1975, but retained a
lifelong interest in things educational. Little could she have
dreamed that the seed that she had sown in 1942 would have
helped to prepare the way for modern education. Her legacy has
surely been a worthwhile one.

Ar Dheis De go raibh a h-anam Dilis.
Foireann na Scoile 1942 -1971
Maire C. Bean Ui Loinsigh
Stephen Chawke
Maureen Conway
Micheal Regan
Mary Hanahoe
Mary McElgunn
Rev. Kevin Duignan
John McGrath
Vincent Creighton
Michael Lynch
Joe Daly
Phyllis Glancy O’Dowd,

Joe McGuire
Seamus 0 Riain
Patrick McLoughlin
John Sullivan
Mrs M. Anderson
Farrell McElgunn
Patrick Duignan
Eugene Doherty
John Sullivan
John Joe Maxwell
Gus McNamara
Rev. Fr. J. Donnellan C.C., Drumlion

Teachers who taught in the new school were:
1956 - 1966
Patrick Fox
1950’s - 1972
Eithne Conway:
1966 - 1967
Joseph Doonan:
1967 - 1973
Seamus Farrell:

JaMi&stOHrtV National School,

Kilnayrox
&
Kllnaaross National School

Seamus Farrell, ex N.T.

When considering the history of Education in Ireland it is essential
that we refer to the forced closure of the monasteries in 1537 and
also the Penal Laws of the 18th Century which forbade Catholics
to have schools or teach therein. We must also relate from that
period to the passing of the Education Act of 1832, when National
Schools were established by the British Government.
During the period of the Penals Laws, Royal Schools, as they
were known, were established for both Protestant and Catholic
children. Few Catholics availed of them as the ethos of these
schools was at variance with their beliefs. The Hedge Schools,
which were more acceptable and more suited to the Catholic ’
population, became common and served the Catholic population
well. One such school is said, by a reliable local source, to have
existed in the townland of Gort, Jamestown, near a place known as
the T. Lanes.
There is also evidence of a school for Protestant children,
attended by some Catholics, in Kenoy’s field. In all probability this
is the school referred to in the Report of the Commissioners of the
Board of Education in Ireland 1812.

Joan Flynn

Kilnagross is situated in South Leitrim, seven miles from our
County town, Carrick-on-Shannon, and is approximately two hours
drive from Dublin. The population of Kilnagross is twenty five
people. We have nine houses in the townland, one national school,
one shop and one post office.
The meaning of Kilnagross is "Wood of the Cross". We are
situated on each road. This cross-roads was also the centre of
social life in the area where the community met on a regular basis
to play pitch and toss. Dances were held in the school where
farmers’ sons and daughters danced jigs and reels to the music of
flutes and fiddles supplied by local talent.
We are at the end of the parish of Kiltoghert which got its
name from St. Toghert who is the patron Saint of the parish. Little
is known of her except that she was known as the Virgin of
Conmaicne - the title given to the Diocese of Ardagh in the middle
ages.
Kilnagross National School was officially opened by
38
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The old National School in Kilnagross which was officially opened in 1883

Archbishop O’Donoghoe in 1883. Originally a site was picked for
the school some half mile away towards Gowel where work was
about to commence but during the night the locals carried the
stones and building requisites back to the cross-roads where work
began next morning. We have no record of planning permission so
we in Kilnagross feel we may be the original instigators of the
"Brown Envelope"!
Nicholas Flynn and his wife Mary A. Flynn taught in the school
from 1883. Mary A. Flynn was awarded a Certificate to teach in
1878 at the age of eighteen years and earned £25 per annum.
There were 160 pupils in the school, 96 boys and 64 girls.
Nicholas Flynn was the Principal and Mary A. Flynn his assistant.
Nicholas Flynn
retired in 1904
and died in
1920. In 1904 his
wife
became
Principal
and
was joined by her
daughter Annie
Flynn
who
trained
in
Belfast. Later a Mr.
Glancy arrived and
was to remain there
until 1929. Sisters
A. Lynch and B.
Lynch joined the

staff in the early twenties and remained there until the fifties, both
having married and become Mrs. O’Hara and Mrs. Flynn
respectively.
Kilnagross National School became a three-teacher school in
1929 when a Mr. Hunt joined as Principal and Mrs O'Hara and Mrs
Flynn were his assistants. He remained on until he became ill in
1946 and he died in 1947.
Mr. Hickey then came in 1947 as Principal and left for a new
post in 1950. Mr. Rodohan came in 1950 and he remained on as
Principal. Mrs O'Hara retired in 1953. She was then referred to as
"Privileged Assistant" and the school reverted back to two teachers
with Mr. Rodohan and Mrs Flynn.
Mrs Flynn retired in 1956 and Mrs. Sweeney came for a short
while. Marie Monaghan came in 1957 and Celine Owens came in
1961.
A new school was built in 1961 and the teachers then were
Mr. Rodohan and Mrs Cooney (formerly Sheila Maher). Mrs
Cooney left in 1964 and Mrs Murray came from 1964 to 1965. Mrs
Nangle came in 1965 for two years - 1967 and 1968.
Mrs Moffatt came in 1968 and when Mr. Rodohan, the then
Principal, retired, Mrs Moffatt became Principal and still officiates
there today with Helen Brett who arrived in 1981 as her assistant.
Mary Kelly 1971, and Mary McElgunn 1975, were too, part of
the teaching staff for some years.
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Front Row:

Back Row (L to R):
3rd Row:
2nd Row:

Jam estown School Ch oir 1950
Josephine Garvey, Lily Mulvey, Tilly Moran R.I.P., Breege Regan, Seamus Doyle, Pat Butler, Kevin Keane, Brian Mulvey and Brendan Doyle.
Claire Butler, Catherine Butler, Maria McGovern, Mary Clyne, Tom Gaffney, Michael Gaffney, Paddy Moran, Jim Clyne and Robert Gaffney.
Mary Mulvey, Teresa Reynolds, Patsy O ’Toole, Mary Gaffney, Mary Brigid McNulty, Bernadette Butler, Gerald Keenan, Noel Keenan and Michael Keane.
Mary Beirne, Alice Morrow, Mary Gill, Imelda Mulvey, John Joe Noone, Edward Carroll, Gerry Morrow, Austin Garvey and Jimmie Mulvey (R.I.P.)
£

o
o

the first prize ever given by the Commissioners of Education, for
the best students of the year. What an achievement!
By 1887 a new Primary School had been built on the hill a short
distance from the centre of the town - a building with which many
people can identify. There the Sisters continued their teaching
activities for the next sixty-six years. In 1953 this school was
replaced by a more modern one on the Jamestown road.
During the 126 years of existence of the Marist Primary School
many eminent teachers, Religious and Lay have worked in the
classrooms. These are too numerous to mention here, but those
who knew them still cherish the memory of the years spent under
their care. Not only did the Sisters teach the 3R’s, they developed
the talents of the pupils by producing a yearly Concert. This
consisted mostly of Musicals, Choir-work, Drama and Step
dancing. Many of the productions were used as fund-raising
activities and in these, the parents of the children were always very
supportive and helpful. Extra-curricular functions, such as Sales of
Work and Card Drives, were organised to help towards the
Building Funds for the school.
From the very beginning the Sisters took an active part in the
life of the parish. A flourishing Sodality of the Children of Mary was
established and was a link between the school and the
parishioners. Visitation of the families of the poorer pupils was
undertaken and frequently Sisters found ways of helping these
people privately. The preparation of children for First Holy
Communion and Confirmation was always a priority. In conjunction
with the Diocesan Religious Examiners, methods of imparting
Religious Knowledge were updated.
Very many of the pupils who started off as toddlers in the
Primary School completed the Secondary School curriculum in the
adjoining Marist Convent and went on to achieve fame and fortune
in the professions. Some returned later as Marist Sisters and
taught in the Primary or Secondary Schools.
The Marist Sisters would like to put on record, their sincere
appreciation of the co-operation, support and encouragement of
the priests and people of Kiltoghert Parish down through the years
since we came to Carrick-on-Shannon on 2nd July 1873. We hope
to continue our work in the parish for many years to come.

St. Mary's Qirls' Primary Schooi
Sr. Thomasina Gilfinnan

The Marist Sisters came to Carrick-on-Shannon in answer to an
appeal to meet educational and social needs in an acutely
distressed area. Successive Parish Priests had tried to get nuns
who would establish a Parish School and care for the poor. The
good relations between the Marist Sisters and the priests of the
parish began in July 1873 and has continued ever since. The
Sisters could not do without the support of the priests and the
clergy were always appreciative of the work that the nuns did in the
parish.
The Sisters were barely seven weeks in residence in "Convent
House" (in the middle of Main Street) when the first Catholic
National School was opened in Carrick-on-Shannon on 17th
August 1873. For at least fourteen years the basement and ground
floor room were classrooms. On the opening day 150 girls were
enrolled. The first headmistress was Sister Henry Shaw who had
already wide experience as a teacher in London. She held this
position for eighteen years. She had an assistant Sr. Alban Russell
who was in charge of the Kindergarten Department. Sr. Louis
Ashton took over the teaching of singing and needlework and, long
after she left Carrick, her parish and school choirs were
remembered for their excellence. Later generations of Marist
Sisters kept up this tradition of Choir-work in the parish.
Though from the start this school was state-aided the
Government grants were minimal and depended on the
attendance of the pupils and yearly examination results. To
supplement these grants extra subjects were taught from the start,
i.e. French, Instrumental Music and the use of the sewing machine.
(It is important to remember that all this happened in a country and
county that twenty-six years before was ravaged by the Great
Famine.) Much later the National School that had such humble
beginnings became a centre where girls were prepared for the
King’s Scholarship, the entrance examination to a Teacher’s
Training College. Among the first four pupils who went from this
school to St. Mary’s Training College, Belfast, two were awarded

1956 - 2nd and 3rd class Students from the Marist Sisters Primary School photographed with Sister JuJustina (Mary Rose Keegan, a native of Cloone).
Back Row (L to R):

Margaret Mulcahy, Norma Ring, Carmel Moran, Betty Mahon. Nora Glancy, Mary Mulhern, Bndget McCabe. Margaret Lennon. Mary MacNabb.

Middle Row (L to R):

Margaret McLoughlin, Marie Shanley and Margaret Connolly.
Anne Flanagan, Peggy Moran, Teresa O'Rourke, Joan Moran, Dympna Conry. Mary Gorman, Teresa O'Toole R.I.P, Mary Murphy, Sheila Heeran and Anne Breen.

Front Row (L to R):

Anne Lennon, Angela Cummins, Deirdre Heeran, Marie Harney. Evelyn McCabe, Rose Grimes, Pauline Moran. Nollaig Whyte, Ann O'Dowd and Barbara Keane.
Photo Courtesy: Mary Gill
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Recollections of Kiltoghert
Leitrim National Schools
•It

howl very loudly in Leitrim but also produce many large litters to
redress the situation.
And talking about large families reminds one that they too have
become largely a thing of the past. A casual look at school
registers will show that many rural schools had their numbers
maintained by five or six large family units. I well remember that a
supercilious inspector was sent by the Department of Education to
a protest meeting in my old two-teacher school in Kiltoghert in
1969. When Michael Mulvey questioned the right of the
Department to close the school and transfer the pupils to the
proposed new building in Leitrim Village, the official questioned his
right to demur by asking "And how many children do you have
attending the school, Sir?" to which the proud Michael, without a
hint of one-up-manship, replied "Seven, Sir". The red-faced
inspector could only remark sheepishly "God bless you". As family
size diminished and departmental policy of closing small schools
was put into effect, we saw the demise in our locality of schools like
Jamestown, Lisduff, Kiltoghert, Kildare, as well as many others in
outlying parishes that had been the focal point in their areas.
The male primary teacher as we know him is an endangered
species. Currently there are very few male students in the Teacher
Colleges of Education so the traditional flow of top students into
teacher training has been diverted to more lucrative professions
like medicine and law. And even if teaching was still attractive to
men it is unlikely in this age of equal opportunity that the
recognised staff of a mixed school would be a male principal plus

Since the turn of the century many changes have taken place in
Primary Education in Ireland. Demographic changes have resulted
in a greatly reduced school-going population. The composition of
the teaching staff in most schools has altered considerably. The
curriculum itself has undergone a metamorphosis that many an old
teacher would not appreciate and find difficult to implement. What
they would like however, are the improved working and learning
conditions both for pupils and teachers. And what of the pupils
themselves? There is little doubt that the recipients of our imparted
wisdom differ in many ways from their predecessors - and not
always for the better.
Even a casual purusal of school enrolments for the past century
will show that most schools have been decimated as far as
numbers are concerned. In many parishes where once were found
a few four-teacher schools one now finds a central school, while
lonely abandoned buildings dot the landscape. Even the small one
and two-teacher schools have largely disappeared. The
haemorrhage of people from the country as a whole is reflected in
the census figures and when one reflects that the population of
Leitrim in 1841 was 155,297 and now stands at around 25,000 one
appreciates the devastation that economic deprivation has
wrecked on the county. Even the five-year period between 1991
and 1996 all the Five Rural Districts of Leitrim, with the exception
of Manorhamilton, experienced further decline. In the Rural District
of Carrick-on-Shannon for example, the population went from 6168
to 6108, a decrease of 0.97%. The Celtic Tiger will not only have to

Front Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:

Martin Morrison, Alice Cummins, Liam Cummins, Eileen Morrison, Paddy Flynn, Rita Gralton, Noel Moran, Mary Guckian, Francis McNulty (R.I.P.), Bridget Deignan, Desmond Lynch.
John Deignan (R.I.P.), Loretta Lynch, Michael Flynn, Bernadette Lynch, Peter Cummins (R.I.P.), Christina Gralton, John Moran, John Patrick Harris.
Margaret Cummins (with veil), Jim Morrison, Paraic McCrann, Tommy Lynch, Teresa Cummins (with veil).

Fourth Row:
Fifth Row:

Seamus Geheran, Josephine Morrison, John Cummins, Madge Cronogue (R.I.P), Nell Mulvihill, John Francis Moran, Eileen Gilbane.
Mary Brigid Gralton, Leo McNulty, Evelyn McLoughlin, John William Moore (R.I.P.), Maura Guckian, Jim Gralton, Gerry McWeeney.
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Photo Courtesy: M. Guckian

A group of students taken at Leitrim National School, June 1951
Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan

Even in the late ‘50’s when I started my teaching career in
Kiltoghert the money allocation from the department was enough
to buy one ton of coal per year. The remaining costs of heating and
cleaning the schools were expected to be paid by local contribution
but since no money was forthcoming from parish funds it was a
half-crown or the load of turf donated by parents that helped to
make the learning environment tolerable. There were no indoor
toilets in most rural schools and Kiltoghert was no exception. This
gave rise to a visit once per year by John Reilly a gentle traveller.
He would poke his head through the open door and enquire "Do
you want the job done Master?" Even if I felt that it was exploiting
the less well-educated to ask someone to do such a degrading
task, there was nothing for it but have the hole dug and the
excrement buried. The pupils were expected to sweep the
classroom floors in the evening but very few questioned why
children so young were asked to do this when their older brothers
and sisters were free to leave for home immediately their classes
ended in secondary or vocational schools.
Many people claim that the children of today are given far too
much and that nothing surprises them anymore. When I reflect on
the excitement that the prospect of an educational trip to Dublin
caused in the late 50’s I am inclined to agree. And the innocence
of the pupils of those days was disarming. Once as we prepared
for that same trip and the meal that would follow in the Castle
Hotel, we worked our way through the imaginary dinner in the
classroom. I was wondering if anyone in the class had ever heard
of leaving a tip so I said: "The meal is finished. What happens
next?" It was Tom P. Morrison who said earnestly: "Pay for it”. But
it was Pauline Guckian, may she rest in peace, who came out with
the gem: "Finish the ‘Tay’ in the bottom of the mug". In those days
very few parents - or young teachers, had a car, so having a
garage in which to house one was the stuff of movies. I asked the
class one day what was that little house called that is often

one or more female assistants. But men were not the only gender
to feel the winds of change. By the end of the 1960’s the wellrespected J.A. Ms. were disappearing from the scene but even if
they were still in existence one feels that in this post-Haughey era
the term "Mistress'1 would be anathema, while to be relegated to
"Junior" status would be totally unacceptable.
In the late 60’s the so-called New Curriculum was introduced to
the primary school. The aspiration was that the learning process
would now be more child-centered, with pupils no longer asked to
sit motionless in their seats all day. They would be encouraged to
undertake project work; to move with reasonable freedom around
the classroom; to go on field trips in order to study the
environment; to be proficient in gymnastics and dance; to be able
to play a musical instrument. These were the hopes but the reality
was somewhat different! While the department pushed the line that
primary teachers were trained to teach all aspects of the
curriculum those of us who actually worked at the chalk-face
pointed out that while we were admirably equipped to teach the
core curriculum the areas of Art, Music and Physical Education
were either badly taught or not dealt with at all. And so, with the
support of the I.N.T.O. and funding from the Government we set up
a Teachers’ Centre in Carrick on Shannon where in-service training
could be provided to both first and second-level teachers. Without
recompense, teachers gave freely of their time and energy to train
and be retrained and Carrick became a model for the rest of
Ireland. A great debt of gratitude is owed to people like Sr. Inez, Sr.
Anne, Paddy O’Keefe and the late Paddy Doherty; to Sean Gill of
Ballinameen and to Malachy Molloy, who shared their expertise
with colleagues from a wide catchment area.
If the old-time teachers were alive now they would regard the
present working conditions in primary schools as unbelievable
luxury. In recent years funding has been dramatically increased but
it is important to remember that we started from a very low base.
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The school musical served a dual purpose. It introduced the
children to the world of the performing arts and it showed the
children that there could be a lighter side to the school day. While
the primary job of the teacher is to make the children literate and
numerate we also have the responsibility to mould them into wellrounded individuals and the Arts is the area that helps us to do
that. The rehearsals and performances of the musicals had many
light moments. When I last met Anthony Sheehan he reminded me
of his playing of the part of Potiphar in "JOSEPH AND HIS
AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT". During rehearsal he
would frequently shout the word "ROAR!" I had to remind him that
this required him to bellow and not exclaim "ROAR!" That same
show heralded the arrival on stage of Fergus Harman in a major
part. In later years we have concentrated on choral music rather
than staging a musical and with the appointment of Monica
O'Gorman to the staff we have achieved a standard of
performance in Art and Music that is admirable.
The duties of a teaching principal are many and varied. One has
to be a teacher and administrator, a planner and a public relations
officer. It also helps to be a plumber, an electrician, an interior
decorator and an arbitrator. But of course nobody can have all
those skills to any meaningful degree so it is essential to surround
oneself with an utterly reliable team on whom one can depend. In
Patricia Duignan I have someone who not only administers the
crucial area of the senior classes but also has taken up the whole
esoteric challenge of the computer age in our primary school. I am
fortunate to have been surrounded by such wonderful teachers
and by supportive parents all my working life.

attached to a house and used for storing things. It was a ten year
old Jerry Murphy who replied "Would it be the byre, Sir?".
In Leitrim I currently teach the children of many of my former
pupils in Kiltoghert and I am often reminded of their strengths and
weaknesses and the funny things they said so long ago.. To save
embarrassment I will not mention the name of the parent who was
brought to school by his older sister. As a four year old he had a
frequency problem with his waterworks and it was his sister’s job
to bring him outside. Totally frustrated after about ten trips through
the rain she finally said to teacher Mary Duignan "Would you
believe it! He wants to go again!"
With the amalgamation of the two schools in 1971 we had the
opportunity to tackle the New Curriculum in a meaningful way.
Under the guidance of Sean O'Farrell we were able to implement
the environmental studies syllabus and even introduced gardening.
Eileen Cryan was a wonderfully gifted teacher and the most
generous of people. Under her the religious ethos of the school
flourished and so it continues to this day under Thomasina
Padden. Basketball became hugely popular and even boys like
Pascal Flynn and Michael Moreton entered into the spirit of things
by competing against Convent teams from as far away as
Tubbercurry, while Leitrim girls like Paula Earley, Teresa Flynn, Sile
Mulvey and Joan Moreton were the powerhouses of the Marist
Convent team. I am glad to say that the enthusiasm for the game
still continues under the coaching of Siobhan McElgunn.
With the building of the school gymnasium we were able to
cultivate an interest in gymnastics and musicals. The P.E. class
was and is the one school period that one is never allowed forget,
and one feels that gymnasts like Tracy Cassidy, Hugh Gralton,
Terry Reynolds and many others could have gone on to represent
their country had a proper nationwide structure been in place to
develop the sport.

Back (L to R):
Front (L to R):

Junior Branch of St. Vincent De Paul with their leader and teacher Caroline Burke.
David McDermott, Tracey Tivnan, Antoinette Giblin, Cariosa Murray, Niamh Lavin, Siofra O'Connor.
Sarah Corrigan, Susan Ryan, Caroline Burke (Teacher), Rachel O’Toole, Michelle Duignan.
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Post-Primary Education
The thirst for education in this area dates back to the Hedge Schools
and beyond. The devastation of our Country by the Famine or Gorta
Mor, robbed the people of their spirit. Their morale was again
dashed by the failure of the Fenian movement of the 1860's to
achieve its aims, while the Home Rule movement would suffer many
set backs before realising their objectives. The Marist Sisters
arrived to Carrick-on-Shannon in 1873 to a community that was
suffering oppression, poverty and destitution and quickly set about
providing for the educational needs of the area backed by the will of
the people and the right of the Educational Authority of the time. In
1902 second level education was provided in the Marist Convent on
their site at Summerhill. The school soon expanded and became a
flourishing boarding and day school catering for students from both
far and near.
The 1960’s saw Free Education being provided for all our
children regardless of race creed or background. The "Yellow
Buses" became a familiar sight on every road in Ireland. At this time
Carrick-on-Shannon had four excellent Post Primary schools - The
Presentation Brothers for boys, The Convent for girls while Rosary
High School and The Vocational School catered for both boys and
girls.
The 60’s were a time of great change where Sean Lemass
prepared the Country for the Economic Development we now enjoy
today and Donachadha O’Malley introduced many innovative ideas
in the field of education. A curtailed curriculum was expanded, and
the hopes for our future were placed in the school system. The
State took a much greater involvement in the education process and
adopted European planning as a solution to our needs. The criteria
of big commercial organisations were applied to the schooling
systems. As the existing schools tried to cope with increased
enrolments, the idea of rationalisation was proposed. In 1972 The
Marist Convent, Rosary High School and The Presentation Brothers
very successfully amalgamated students and staff into Marymount
College and continued to provide for the educational needs of the
youth and people of this area until 1994.
The 1930 Vocational Educational Act (the only such Act until
1998) saw the provision of second level education throughout the
State. Prior to this, education was administered by the County
Committees of Agriculture, in response to local demands, in local
halls and centres. Subjects such as Cookery, Woodwork, Irish,
Knitting and Home Crafts were in demand. Commercial Subjects,
such as Bookkeeping and Business Methods were also provided.
Day classes in Carrick-on-Shannon were first introduced by County
Leitrim V.E.C. in 1933 at three different locations. The demand for
the education and training provided in those temporary centres
convinced the Education Committee to provide a permanent centre.
The new school at St. George’s Terrace opened its doors in
February 1937 under the Principalship of Ms Mollie Kerrigan, who
remained there until 1969. Vocational education provided an
alternative system to the Secondary system and Carrick-onShannon Vocational School provided an excellent training for boys
and girls in the catchment areas until it amalgamated with
Marymount in 1994.
September 1994 marked a new era in the development of
educational facilities for the town. It marked the culmination of many
years of hard and difficult negotiations as the various partners
sought to provide for the coming generations what they believed was
best for the area. Fear and trepidation was tempered with hope and

excitement as members of the two existing schools moved to their
State of the Art new Community School. Both schools had proud
and deservedly treasured memories of their contributions made in
the field of education. The challenge of change was professionally
addressed and The Community School now caters for
approximately 800 students with magnificent facilities. Its stated
objective is to provide a comprehensive system of Post-Primary
education, open to all children of the Community, combining
instruction in academic and practical subjects while developing the
whole person, spiritual, intellectual, physical and social. The youth
of today are living in an era of unprecedented change. We now live
in a Technological World and the education system being provided
at The Community School is responding in a most appropriate way
with whatever resources are available.

The Silenced Priest
He cycled by our home in
the country, on the way to
the town from time to time,
a gentle man in dark clothes
and a round black hat.
People spoke in whispers
ofthe gift he had, healing
illness through his Mass,
celebrated at 6.30 in the
morning, to prevent the
parishioners participating,
Afew brave souls walked
some miles to join him
and waitedfor 8 o'clock,
attending Mass said
by the official priest.
We watchedfor the number
plates ofthe cars, drivers
enquiringfor directions to
his place, pleased to send
them on the winding roads,
we counted the miles that
they travelledfrom other
counties around Ireland,
seeing new models of
carsfor thefirst time.
Cycling to visit him on a
few occasions when myfather
was in hospital with the
pleurisy, my mother brought
him offerings and I minded
the house and thefive
young children when I was
ten years ofage, believing
he would help us and
cure daddy, in theforties
andfifties, this silenced
priest he was our saviour then.
Mary Guckian
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At the Official Opening of Carrick-on-Shannon Community School on 5th December, 1995 were Joe Flynn (Principal), Dermot Gallagher
(the then Irish Ambassador to the U.S.A.), Bishop Colm 0 Reilly, Canon Meissner (Rector, St. Mary's, Mohill) and Malachy Molloy (Vice-Principal).
Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan.

St. Ciaran's school for the mentally handicapped for children was officially opened in 1983. The school was the brainchild of the local branch of the Parents and
Friends. The amount collected locally was £47,000. The school caters for children with special needs within twenty-mile radius. The children are collected each
morning from their homes and brought back in the evening. Through ongoing fundraising and a subscription of £12,000 from People in Need a bungalow for respite
care was built in 1997, thus enabling parents to avail of short breaks from full time care of their children.
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Leitrim Village
Leitrim was referred to as a "Town" in the Annals. For a period in
the sixteenth century it was reputed to be an assizes town.
Leitrim Castle was built by Brian Ballach O'Rourke in 1540.
Only a small remnant of the castle now remains and traces of an
earlier Castle are also discernible. O’Rourke's principle seat was at
Dromahaire and he had other castles at Woodford and Castlefore.
His castle at Leitrim was built to keep the MacRannals in
subjection and to keep them separated from their allies, the
MacDermotts of Maigh Luirg. It reached its greatest prominence
during the Nine Years’ War or ‘Tyrone’s Rebellion’ (1594-1603),
when it was occupied by Brian Og O’Rourke (1569-1604).
The O’Rourkes were prominent in Irish history from the 12th

).]. Guckian

survivors of the wreck of some vessels of the Armada on the Sligo
Coast at Streedagh Strand in 1588. The MacClancys of Dartry, at
risk to themselves, also provided shelter and hospitality to the
shipwrecked Spaniards in their island fortress in Lough Melvin. The
territory of O’Rourke and Mac Clancy was, however, one of the
very few safe havens for the Spanish refugees at a time when most
of the other Irish Chieftains handed over the fugitives to the English
authorities, who had them promptly executed.
Brian of the Ramparts was famous for his hospitality.
"O’Rourke’s Noble Feast", a humorous translation by Dean Swift of
an Irish song set to music by O’Carolan, celebrated the tradition.
He was described by Sir Henry Sydney, Lord Deputy of Ireland as

PUPILS FROM LEITRIM NATIONAL SCHOOL WHO WERE ENROLLED IN THE JUVENILE TEMPERANCE GROUP OF THE P.T.A.A. DURING PIONEER WEEK 1998.
Back Row (L to R):
Front Row (L to R):

Esmund Gill, Sarah Leydon, Sinead Reynolds, Tomas Reynolds, John Feely, Paul Gunning, Keith McGuinness, Shane McManus, Darren Carthy.
Emma Martin, Sinead Moran, Grainne Cox, Rebecca Farrell. Sinead Geoghegan, Ann Whitney, Matthew Lowe, Kevin Donnellan, Shane Moreton,
Connor Leydon.

Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan

"The Proudest Man in Europe”. Brian of the Ramparts was
succeeded by his son, Brian Og (1569-1604). He was educated at
Oxford, became "The O'Rourke" in 1591 and made Leitrim Castle
his headquarters. His brother, Tadg, with the support of the
English, occupied the castle in Dromahaire.
The Battle of the Curliews was fought on 15th August 1599, in
the seventh year of the Nine-Year War. It marked a high point in a
long and strong tide of Irish successes. It was also the last notable
victory before the turn of the tide with the disaster that was the
battle of Kinsale in 1601. Brian O’Rourke, leading 500 of his
Gallowglasses from Leitrim, was the chief supporter of Red Hugh

Century. In 1152, Dervorgilla, wife of Tiernan O’Rourke, eloped
with Dermot McMorrow, King of Leinster. This event and its
aftermath of retribution by O’Rourke, was popularly believed to
have led to the Norman Invasion of Ireland in 1169. In the following
centuries, the O'Rourkes had become sufficiently powerful to
attempt continually to expand their territory, which extended to
Meath at one period. For several centuries, the Normans had little
effect on the region and it remained a refuge for those considered
as rebels by the English Crown.
Brian of the Ramparts O’Rourke was hanged for treason at
Tyburn in 1591 for his succour and hospitality to the Spanish
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A group of students in the 1930's pictured at Leitrim National School
Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan

O’Donnell in that battle. Conor McDermott, with a force of 300 men,
occupied the Pass of the Curlews. Sir Conyers Clifford's army,
which was routed, amounted to 1,500 Foot-men and 200 Horse
men. Red Hugh is credited with the victory by most historians, but
Col. Cyril Mattimoe, an acknowledged expert on the subject,
claims that it was won by Conor McDermott and Brian O’Rourke,
while O'Donnell's forces were three miles away at Dunaveragh.
A local tradition has it that the armies of Hugh O’Neill and Red
Hugh O’Donnell wintered at Leitrim with O'Rourke before Kinsale.
Their training ground was in the Leitrim/Ballinwing/Fahymore
district. The prevalance of Northern family names such as Doherty,
Reilly, Mahon, Flynn, McHugh, Guckian, Earley and McCabe in the
locality is attributed to the events of this time.
With O’Neill and O’Donnell, Brian Og took part in the Battle of
Kinsale in 1601. After the defeat, he led his men back to Leitrim,
where he was still holding out when O'Sullivan-Beare arrived there
after his epic journey in January 1603. Hemmed in with his
followers in the mountains of Glengarriff, Donal O’Sullivan-Beare
decided to seek refuge in Leitrim and fight his way there through
hostile territory. Leaving Glengarriff by stealth with 1,000 of his *
followers on 31st December 1602, he started on his tortuous
journey avoiding garrisoned towns. He was attacked on all sides by
his enemies and having endured 14 days and some 235 miles,
reached the safety of Leitrim Castle on the forenoon of 14th
January 1603. Only 35 arrived with O’Sullivan that morning, of
whom only 16 were armed men. More were found the next day by
O’Rourke's search parties, but they were small in number. The rest

had perished on the way in the hazardous and gruelling march.
O’Sullivan and his followers were hospitably received and
remained in Leitrim for about six weeks. Munster family names are
still to be found in the Leitrim neighbourhood and include O’Brien,
Murphy, Crowley, McCarthy and Barry.
Leitrim Castle was taken and destroyed by Sir Oliver Lambert
in March 1603. O’Rourke had not surrendered but had withdrawn
from warfare. He died shortly afterwards in January 1604, at the
age of thirty-five. The Nine Years’ War officially came to an end on
30th March 1603, when O’Neill signed a Treaty at Mellifont. Leitrim
was one of the last places in Ireland to which English rule
extended.
The Battle of Kinsale also marked the dawn of a new century
of plantation, which witnessed the introduction into Irish society of
a new element of Scots and English settlers and the decline of the
native Irish gentry. In the years 1621 and 1622 almost one hundred
grants of land were made in County Leitrim to foreign and native
undertakers, involving in all, over 35,000 acres of arable land. The
Protestant Bishops of Kilmore and Ardagh were, in addition,
granted 15,000 acres of church lands. The most heavily planted
area in the County included the Parish of Kiltoghert and part of the
parishes of Annaduff and Drumshanbo. The O’Rourkes,
MacRannals, Mulveys, Morans and other native families were
shamelessly robbed and plundered in the Plantation and large
tracts of their lands were given to Coote, Blundell, Grandison and
others.
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Inland Waterways Association, ofIreland,
Tke, Early Years 1954 - 1969

Catrid<,'0^'SkattKOny Bratwk

Tom Maher

The success of Carrick-on-Shannon as the leading Inland
Waterways resort on the North Shannon is well known at home
and abroad. Now that it is so well established with four Boat Hire
firms, a Boat-building operation, a Marina catering for privately
owned boats, a large modern passenger vessel and rowboats for
hire together with the shore based developments, we may assume
that it all happened "by chance" - not so.
From the early 1950’s a dedicated group of local enthusiasts
in the Angling Club were promoting Carrick-on-Shannon to the
U.K. Coarse Angling market. This they did mostly, if not solely, at
their own expense. They included Alan Dunne, William Craig and
Seamus Peyton, all now deceased.
In the late 50's early 60’s when interest in boating on the
North Shannon was developing another group of similarly minded
enthusiasts promoted the area through the Inland Waterways
Association. These stalwarts spoke with owners and crews of
visiting boats firstly welcoming them to Carrick, offering help and
advice and asking them how better we could satisfy their needs.
Basic necessities like fresh water and litterbins were provided,
soon to be followed by a slipway. Tommy Flynn, R.I.P., offered to
deliver groceries to the Quay (a service now provided by all the
main supermarkets) and petrol pump owners usually did likewise.
This was before diesel engines became common and before
riverside petrol or diesel pumps were installed. My own family
offered free showers or baths (in the Hotel), to boating visitors.
Consequently Carrick became known as a place where
boaters were very welcome and it developed from there.
To give a flavour of the early years the following may be of
interest:
On Thursday 11th November 1954, "a large and
representative meeting" was held in the Town Hall, Carrick-onShannon. Mr. Thomas P. Burke, Solicitor, presided. The meeting
was held with a view to forming a branch of the Inland Waterways
Association of Ireland, whose object is to advocate the use,
maintenance and development of the inland waterways and in
particular to promote the restoration to good order of every
navigable waterway by both commercial and pleasure traffic. The
meeting which was attended by The O’Rahilly (a founder member
of the Association) and Madame O’Rahilly unanimously decided to
form a local branch. The following officers and committee were
elected:
Chairman:
Mr. Thomas P. Burke Solicitor.
President:
Rev. Fr. Stenson, C.C.
Vice-President:
Mr. Raymond Laird, Rev. Mr. Bateman,
Mr. John Lowe, Rev. Fr. McCauley,
Rev. Fr. Gilfinnan, Messrs Pat Dunne,
Laurence Keaveney, John Dunne,
Herbert Harman and Thomas Flynn.
Hon. Sec.:
Mr. R. J. McNaughton.
Hon Treasurer:
Mr. Hugh Gardiner.
Messrs. Alan Dunne, James Clyne,
Committee:
Joseph M. Mooney, Co. Co.,
Brendan Doherty,

P.J. Hyland, John F. Murray, J.J. Flood,
Leo Duignan, Thomas Lyons,
Ml. O’Connor, S. Peyton,
Rev. Bro. Gerarld and The O’Rahilly
(Honorary member of committee).
Meetings were held on 4th January and 10th May 1955, 21st
March and 4th April 1956. The Branch then appeared to enter a
dormant phase until a special general meeting of the Carrick-onShannon Yacht Club was held in the Bush Hotel on Monday 27th
September 1960. It was decided to amalgamate the C.Y.C. with a
revived branch of I.W.A.i. and the following were elected:

Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Hon Sec:
Hon Treasurer:
Committee:

Mr. T.F. Maher.
Mr. Bill Child (former commodore of C.Y.C.).
Mr. T.J. Maher.
Mr. Angus Dunne.
Dr. W. McGarry, Mr. E. Burke,
Mr. G. Dunne, Mr. E. Barry,
Mr. J. Keaney, Mr. W. Whyte and
Mr. W. Winter.

Membership Fees were set at 5/- (five old shillings = 25p).

By December of 1962 the Carrick Branch had helped to
organise the first two Boat Rallies, had installed two water points
and one hose reel on the Quay; had decided to have a work party
to commence clearing the Kilglass Cut; had organised a dinner
dance for Boat Rally participants on the 1962 Rally (and had made
a handsome profit of £51.1.0). It had also negotiated with some
local shopkeepers to open on Sunday 29th July to supply groceries
to boat owners. In the present age of state-of-the-art boats, it may
be forgotten that in the early 1960’s very few boats had fridges,
almost none had showers and few had hot water available.
The Branch had also assisted the local Angling Club in
developing what is known as "The Plantation" on the Roscommon
side. It provided (with the Angling Club) litter bins and arranged
with the Department of Posts & Telegraphs to provide a telephone
kiosk at the Garda Barracks (then situated between Coffey’s Pastry
Case and the Bridge).
The meeting of December 19th, 1962 discussed the numbers
of boats, which passed through Clarendon Lock, Knockvicar in the
preceding years: 1957/1958/1959, average of 70 per annum;
1960-125, 19610 -280, 1962-480 (the corresponding figure for
1998 was 7,978!).
Over the next few years the Branch was active in the
campaign to save the Grand Canal, thereby maintaining the
essential link with the Shannon. Members also started to promote
the idea of re-opening the Lough Allen Canal and the Ballinamore
& Ballyconnell Canal. Together with members of other branches,
.they attended meetings North and South of the Border, in an
attempt to influence the powers that be to at least desist from
carrying out any road works, which might adversely affect the
future re-opening of the Waterway.
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Shannon Navigation Office and former residence of (he O'Driscoll family, The Quay, Carrick-on-Shannon. Demolished in 1969.
Photo Courtesy: Charlotte O'Driscoll - Fearon

their dedication and hard work in ensuring that the aims and
objectives of the I.W.A.I. were well served. I would especially
mention Bill Child for his objective views (when some of us couldn't
distinguish the wood from the trees); Billy Whyte and Angus Dunne
for their technical expertise; Dr. Michael Farrell (the one and only
"Doc") for bringing a wealth of new ideas to the Shannon Boat
Rally Committee; John Conway, R.I.P, for being the first to
volunteer for work parties and for keeping us entertained during
our physical exertions and my own father, T.F. Maher, R.I.P. for his
wise words on many occasions. For many of the following years
our resident sage, Brendan Lynch, kept the Branch on the straight
and narrow with his impartial advice and wisdom.
In recent years the Carrick Branch has continued to press for
the re-opening of abandoned Waterways. This year will see the
Shannon Boat Rally - which the Carrick Branch together with the
Athlone Branch organises - using the newly opened link to
Ballinasloe where the 1999 Rally will finish. The Ulster Canal,
linking the Erne system with Lough Neagh, is the next major
project, which will hopefully see more of Ireland’s Waterways
Heritage restored.
The Branch also organises annual mini rallies, raises funds
for the R.N.L.I., monitors riverside developments, protects the
interests of owners of private boats and endeavours to have
facilities for all river users improved and upgraded.

Discussions were held with elected representatives, local
authority officials and tourist board representatives and behind the
scenes with senior civil servants on both sides. In Northern Ireland
the vision of a senior civil servant, Paddy Shea, helped in no small
way to condition the thinking of decision-makers in the Northern
Ireland Civil Service. When eventually the restoration of the
Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal was mooted as a flagship
project, the groundwork done largely by the Carrick Branch
members paid handsome dividends. (This fact is never
acknowledged in any official accounts of the Project!!)
Senator Joseph Mary Mooney, R.I.P, from Drumshanbo, and
Branch members kept applying pressure on the Office of Public
Works and its paymaster the Minister for Finance. In the early 70's
work started on the restoration of the Lough Allen Canal thus
rewarding our combined efforts.
The development of Carrick as a hire-boat base owes a lot to •
the efforts and vision of the late Robin McNaughton who was
Leitrim County Engineer. The Marina now occupied by Emerald
Star Line and Carrick Craft was created under his stewardship. He
had several additional plans and ideas for boating related
expansion in Carrick, which were unfortunately shelved when he
retired.
I would like to pay tribute to the officers, committees and
members of the Carrick Branch of the I.W.A.I. in the early years for
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CaRRick on-Shannon
(KfltogteeRt)

SACRED HEART

* ANNAGHKEENTY, boundary as indicated;
remainder in Kiltubbrid

See Over ►
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FARNAGH
FAWN
FINISKLIN
GARVLOUGH
GORT
GOWEL
GRANGE
GREAGH (E.D. Carrick-on-Shannon)
GROVE
HARTLEY
JAMESTOWN
KEENAGHAN
KEONBROOK
KILBODERRY
KILDORRAGH
KILMADDAROE
KILNAGROSS
KILLARCAN
KILLASANOWL
KILTOGHERT
KILTYCARNEY
LEITRIM (E.D. Leitrim)
LISCALLYROAN
LISDAUKY
LISDROMAFARNA
LISDROMAREA NORTH
LISDROMAREA SOOUTH
LISDUFF
LISGARNEY
LISMAKEEGAN
LISNABRACK
LISNAGAT
LISNAGEA
LISSEEGHAN
MACKAN
MONG
MINKILL
NEWBROOK
POLLNAGAPUL
PORT
PORTANEOGHT
RINNACURREEN
RUE
SALLAGHAN
SHEEMORE
SHEFFIELD
TAWNYCURRY
TIRMACTIERNAN
TONNAGH
TOWNPARKS
TULLY (E.D. Carrick-on-Shannon)
TULLYLANNAN

ADEREEN
AGHAKILCONNELL
AGHAMEENY
AGHANCARRA
ANNAGHASNA
ANNAGHBRADICAN
ANNAGHEARLY
ANNAGHKEENTY (PT. OF)*
ANNAGHNAMADDOO
ANNAGHSELHERNY
ARDLOUGHER
ATTIFINLAY
ATTIRORY
AUGHRIMAN SOUTH
BALLINWING
BALLYNACLEIGH
BALLYNAMONY
BELLAGART
BELLANABOY
CALDRAGH
CARRICKAVERIL
CARRICKEVY
CARRICKSLAVAN
CARTOWN
CLOGHER
CLOONFEACLE
CLOONMULLIGAN
CLOONSHEEVBANE
CLOONSHEEREVAGH
CORAUGHRIM
COR BALLY
CORHAWNAGH
CORLONA
CORNACORROO
CORNAMUCKLAGH
CORNASLIEVE
CORREEN
CORRYOLUS
DROMORE
DRUMDUFF SOUTH
DRUMGEAGLOM
DRUMGOWLA
DRUMGOWNAGH (E.D. GOWEL)
DRUMHECKIL
DRUMHIERNY
DRUMKEERAN (E.D. CARRICK-ONSHANNON)
DRUMLIFFIN GLEVE
DRUMLUMMAN
DRUMMAGH
DRUMMAUNROE
DRUMNADOBER
EFFRINAGH
FAHYMORE
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^bon't want to- lobe thib Storied
So, an Irish businessman, it seems is attempting to bring about
something that Royalists, Cromwellians, Williamites and even
Patrick Sarsfield failed to achieve. It has been suggested that the
historic town gate in Jamestown, Co. Leitrim, should be removed
because the loaded lorries of a particular business concern can’t
negotiate it.
"The loads in question are confined to a few per year" Jim
Beirne told me, "and the immediate neighbourhood offers two
alternative detours to the North. Jamestown is emphatically
opposed to any interference with its storied arch".
Over 300 years ago the settlement was known as Kilshrenan
but, in an effort to plant Leitrim, James 1 endowed it with a Royal
Charter and an area of about three acres was enclosed by stout,
twenty-foot walls. A castle was erected as a local defence point,
the place was renamed Jamestown and its stormy history got
under way.
In 1650, its Franciscan Friary hosted the notable Synod at
which the Irish Bishops - perturbed at the state of the country and
at the threat to Catholicism - offered the title of Protector Royal of
Ireland to the French Duke of Lorraine. Successive disturbances
culminated in Williamites being driven from Jamestown in 1689 by
Patrick Sarsfield, who swept on through Boyle and Sligo to hold
Connaught for his royal Master.

LITTLE INCONVENIENCE
Ironically enough it was Sarsfield who tore down much of the
town’s northern gate, and a lengthy stretch of its encircling wall.
This was restored over 80 years later by a prosperous
Roscommon man who settled at Jamestown.
The disputed arch affords clearance up to a height of 12 feet
and 7 inches. Any load in excess of this, I discovered by
experiment, may leave the Sligo road at nearby Jamestown Bridge
and rejoin the route north af the Spa Cottage - a mere eight-tenths
of a mile addition to its journey. If this road should be thought
narrow an alternative one from Drumsna to Kiltoghert is not and
entails a detour of approximately one mile.
Must Jamestown tremble for its historic gate because an odd
lorry-owner is reluctant to add minutes to its journey time? Please
note that a little more respect for Ireland’s past might promote a
greater regard for their views of Ireland’s future.

777/s article first appeared in a 1973 edition of the
Leitrim Observor

Pageant passing through Jamestown Arch on the 6th August 1950 to commemorate Patrick Sarsfield’s victory in Jamestown in 1689.
banner bearer is Bendan Foley and Cavalry Leader (Sarsfield) is John McGreevy, R.I.P.
Photo Courtesy: Pat Butler
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And Sarsfield came to strike a blow
Against the Dutchman's might,
It heard the Wings ofWildgeesefly
From Ireland's Penal night.

The Fall op
JamesTown And)

It cried to see men marching down
From Longford’s plain one Autumn late,
To face their doom in Carrick Town
On Gallows Hill in '98.

1622 - 1973
John O’Dowd R.I.P

It looked with sad and fear-filled eye
When Famine stalked the land,
It heard thefalteringfeet pass by
Of dead men hand in hand.

It stood there nigh four hundred years
In sunshine and in rain,
It told us ’when the Planters came
And how they tried in vain...

In later years it looked with pride
It told us we had won...
And many a bitter tear we cried
The day it was undone.

It told us that in Cromwell’s day
A man was sentfrom Rome,
To help us break the tyrant's sway
And keep our Faith and home.

Blind men and progress gave to us
This monumental loss...

Kiltoghert Senior Citizens’ Social Club

Mike Joe Mahon

The club was formed in February 1997 by Fr. P.J. Hughes and Sr. Rosarii, Gowel. The members meet every second Thursday from 2.00pm
- 4.00pm in the Community Centre (the old Kiltoghert National School). Most of the present members are ex-pupils of this old school which
makes for a special affinity with the building itself. Stories often relate to Master Flynn, Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Keane, Mrs. Woods and Master
Farrell. Priests like Fr. O’Dowd and Fr. Moran are also spoken of. Tales too of the Tailor Carthy and his big family who all lived in a small
house next door to the school are recalled. Memories come flooding back of trips to Kiltoghert and Lynch’s wells; it took two children to
carry a large bucket of water for drinking purposes. No Coke in those days. The afternoons now are spent with games of Bingo or cards
and a cup of tea and pleasant conversation. Each year an outing is held, a coach is engaged. In 1997 the first outing was a One-Day
Retreat on Lough Derg. This was a good foundation on which to build future outings. In 1998 the club paid its fist visit into Northern Ireland
and what a pleasant day it was in the Ulster American Folk Park, just past Omagh. It is a day that will not be forgotten for a long time. Two
days later the very heart was torn out of the town of Omagh when a bomb killed so many people and ruined the lives of a great many more.
1999 saw the tour coach move off
in a different direction: July 3rd was
the day, and the destination, Mayo.
First a trip up to Downpatrick Head
and a sight of Dun Briste rising
majestically out of the Atlantic
Ocean. This is about as near as
you get to America while still
standing on Irish soil. Then on to
the historic Ceide Fields with its
Megalithic Tombs, dating back
5,000 years, and marvellous
Visitor Centre. The day concluded
with a visit to Foxford Woollen
Mills. Here we witnessed the
making of the famous Foxford
blankets, rugs and tweeds. Where
would you be going without your
‘Duvet’? What does the next
Millennium hold for the Social
Club? Only time will tell. We hope
for more enjoyable outings and
pleasant afternoons in the Old
Kiltoghert Social Club (Senior Citizens) - First Meeting - 6th February 1997.
school. And maybe a few more Seated (L (Q R).
Mrs. P. Guckian, Mrs. D. Earley, Mrs. R. Goldrick, Mrs.T. Flynn and Mrs. Helen Mahon.
Senior Citizens would like to join standing (L to R):
Tina Guckian, Mary Flynn, Sr. Rosarii, Pat Joe Doonan, Mrs. Nellie Reynolds, Sr. Deleliis,
us!
Mike Joe Mahon and Mrs. McWeeney.
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The Midland and Western Livestock
Improvement Society
One of the oldest businesses in Carrick-on-Shannon had a small
beginning in what is now known as Shannon Lodge. In 1926 it was
known as Dolan's field, the birthplace of the Midland & Western
Livestock Improvement Society, when it hosted its first sale.
The history of the formative years are a bit sketchy and, after
Hugh Dolan’s field, moved briefly to a couple of other locations.
The founders of this Society were far seeing enterprising
farmers from Counties Leitrim, Roscommon, Longford and Sligo
who wanted to improve the quality of their livestock and
consequently improve their income.
A permanent home was found when another group of
entrepreneurs, namely the business men of the town sought a
recreation centre for the community and purchased a field from J.R
Murray on the Boyle Road, known as the Showgrounds, to be used
for sporting and agricultural activities.
From then on, the Showgrounds was made available to the
Society and a permanent bond was formed between both parties

which exists to this present day. The array of Trophies presented to
this Society by the same business people of the town is living proof
of the co-operation that has endured down through the years,
namely, The Bush Hotel Cup, The John Lowe Cup, The Leitrim
Observer Trophy, The Martin Beirne Cup, The Ballinwing Cup, The
Crowe Trophy and The Morony Cup.
Carrick Sales is now recognised as the Perth of Ireland,
attracting exhibitors and buyers from the four corners of the
country, as well as from our sister island who return to Carrick-onShannon annually to enjoy the hospitality, excellent cuisine and
regularly pay top prices for high quality Pedigree livestock.
We hope that the spirit of co-operation that prevailed since the
first half of this century will extend into the new Millennium. The
Society is very fortunate to have at the helm, sons and grandsons
of the founder members such as Norman Little, P.J. Kenny, John
Mulvey, C. Crowe and our current President, Joe Gillfillan, who's
grandfather was one of those founders.

Some of the founding members of the Midland and Western Livestock society. Carrick-on-Shannon, with the then Minister for Agriculture. Mr. Paddy Smith, T.D.,

when he visited the Society's Annual Show and Sale in Carrick-on-Shannon in the mid 50's.
Seated (L to R):
John Guckian, Martin Beirne, Pat Dunne and James Mulvey.

Standing:

Minister Paddy Smith, T.D.
Photo Courtesy: J. J. Guckian
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Mike Joe Mahon

£1 each. The majority only took two. They were called in at 5% on
The first reference of a creamery in the area comes with a report
the first instalment, the remainder to be at times appointed. An
of a public meeting held in the Courthouse in Carrick-on-Shannon
indication of the poverty of the country at the time can be gauged
on the 10th February 1898. Amongst the large attendance present
by the fact that a large number of shares were never fully
were R.A. Anderson, Fr. Finlay, Captain S.D. Darley, J. Duignan, Mr
subscribed.
M. Barrett, Mr C.l. Church, Mr James Fox, Annaduff, Mr George
The shares in Kiltoghert are still £1 today. Collection of
Acheson Rushill, Mr. John Costello, Dromore, Mr J. Butler,
enough share capital took two years. The selection of a site
Jamestown, Mr George Bloomers, Mr Denis Horan and Mr George
involved a lot of argument. The location of the site would be
Booth, Lisadell.
determined by a good supply of spring water. Castlecarrow was
Fr. Finlay in a long address explained how the Co-Op
one site and another was Annaghearly. Both of these places had
movement could help both the town and country. The only danger
he could see would be to the
town traders if the Co-Op was
allowed to set up a shop. Mr
R.A. Acheson the official
organiser from the I.C.O.S.
Society explained how the
locals could go about setting up
a Co-Operative.
The next speaker, Mr
John Gore Booth, a member of
the aristocratic Lisadell family
which was later to give us
Constance Gore Booth better
known as the Countess
Markieviez, made a great
impression with his account of
how he had set up Drumcliffe
Co Operative. The creamery
still stands on the original site
on the N4 between Sligo town
Photographed packing butter at Kiltoghert Co-Op in July 1937 are three female employees.
and Grange.
Around this time the local Curate in the half-parish of Gowel
very fine spring wells. On one occasion it was proposed at a
was a Fr. Michael Nangle, who hailed from a farming stock in the
meeting that a man should start walking from a place called
townland of Cornaroy near Drumshanbo and he, with the help of
Coolatuma on the banks of the Shannon near Jamestown and at
Michael Costello, John Joe Black, Patrick Gralton, Jim Mulvey,
the same time another man should start from Letterfine and their
Lawrence Gralton, Francis Flynn and John Deignan, set about
meeting point would be the spot for the Creamery. Fortunately this
organising and developing a Co-op in the parish of Kiltoghert. The
idea was abandoned and a site was finally selected in the townland
parish comprised the county town of Carrick-on-Shannon, the
of Farnagh on the shores of Lough Bran with an excellent spring
villages of Jamestown and Leitrim together with Gowel and
well.
Kilnagross.
The site itself was very small. It was bought from John Moran
Weekly meetings were held in the A.O.H. hall, which then
at a cost of £5. His son, John, worked in the Creamery as a
stood on the plot of ground where the present Priest’s house now
boilerman all his life up to his retirement in 1969.
stands. The hall was later known as Gowel Temperance Hall and
Fr. Michael Nangle was a tireless worker and leader for the
was burned to the ground on Thursday night 21st October 1920 by
years it took to get the Creamery established. He was its first
the British military. It was never rebuilt. Other meetings were held
Chairman, a position he held for 14 years. He was forced to resign
in the original Kiltoghert National School. This building was
in 1916 after breaking his leg in a fall from a horse. After his death
situated on the Carrick-on-Shannon side of the present Kiltoghert
in 1918 the creamery committee erected a memorial tablet and a
School,
Community
old school and the
confessional to his memory in Gowel Church.
schoolmaster’s house stood in front of Mrs. Guckian’s house on the
The tender of Thomas Early, Annaghbradican, was accepted
roadside. The Schoolmaster, John Deignan, was to become the
to build the Dairy. The roof and timberwork was undertaken by the
General Secretary of the Kiltoghert Co-Operative. Meetings were
McGarry brothers, Carrick-on-Shannon. They claimed the front
also held in Guckian’s house on the Gowel road.
wall was out of line. It had to be taken down and rebuilt. There was
Much of the early work involved visiting farmers and collecting
no free labour of any sort in the building of the creamery. Patrick
names of potential shareholders. Then came the collection of the
Guckian drew the first load of stones to the building from Patrick
actual Share Capital. This proved much more difficult than was first
O’Connor’s Quarry.
anticipated. Farmers could take as many shares as they wished at
The Society was registered under the relevant Act in 1901
56

Leitrim Local Studies

and it opened its doors to receive milk on 1st May 1903. On this
day it had 234 suppliers. The first Manager was Mr. Ahern and the
first Buttermaker was a Mr. Byrne both were from Co. Cork. Staff
was very limited in the early days and each person was expected
to do the work of two or three people during the busy months and
stay off the payroll during the winter months. Still it was considered
a great honour to get working in the Creamery.
Careful management saw Kiltoghert grow in the following
years. The Co-Op had stiff opposition with the private Creameries
of Lonsdale, Cherrybrook, a Scottish company. Also creameries
were established at every crossroads in the country. Creameries
were opened in Knockvicar, Croghan, Mohill, Annaduff, Tulsk,
Boyle, Aughavas and Carnadoe. All of these and more were
eventually to come under the umbrella of Kiltoghert, which has now
expanded into Galway, Sligo and Longford.
A news report from the journal of the Department of
Agriculture in 1904 gave the result of the surprise butter inspection
held during 1903 in which 115 creameries had participated.
Kiltoghert scored five times taking second place in all Ireland. In
their first year of trading this was no mean achievement.
In January 1906 the Committee invited tenders for the laying
down of one hundred yards of earthenware piping to take the liquid
overflow to the lake and the first dividend was paid in the same
year. The net profit for that year amounted to £311 -18 -3
(311 pounds, 18 shillings and 3 pence). The price of milk paid was
3.72pence per gallon and the price received for butter was 11.24
pence per pound. Towards the end of 1907 the following item
appeared in the National Newspapers: "We are pleased to note
that Kiltoghert Creamery secured first place in Ireland in the Open
Competition for Creamery Butter at the Belfast Horticulture Show

held during November. The Manager, Mr. Beirne, has been
awarded a splendid designed gold medal in the Open competition
and also the Championship Gold Medal for the best exhibit at the
Show".
In 1910 the dairymaid resigned on her forthcoming marriage.
The Committee granted her a bonus of £5.
The Leitrim Observer reported, "We are not surprised that the
Kiltoghert Society is making such headway for whenever deserving
officials are treated with consideration they amply repay it and this
is a policy that pays all in the end".
The years 1919-1921 were terrible times for Ireland. The
Black and Tans terror campaign was at its height. Creameries were
burned to the ground and Kiltoghert went up in flames in April
1921. Rebuilding the creamery started immediately. The court
granted compensation of £3,755 with £25.50 expenses. On the
night of March 25th 1935 the shop and stores of Kiltoghert were
completely destroyed in a malicious fire.
Through the last century, Kiltoghert has witnessed many
changes, survived two World Wars and a Civil War at home. It took
over the management and running of Knockvicar in 1929,
Bornacoola, Mohill, Eslin and Aughavas in 1932, suffered the
economic war in 1932 and took over Carnadoe in 1934. It built new
branches in Athleague in 1963 and Castlerea in 1967 and became
a major shareholder in Shannonside Milk Products,
Ballaghadeereen, where all the milk is now processed.
In 1922 there were over 260 creameries in Ireland, this fell to
193 in 1951 and there are less than 35 in 1999. Today, Kiltoghert
remains one of only a handful of creameries left on this island. We
salute the shareholders, customers and employees of Kiltoghert
Co-Op.

Photographed in 1939 outside the former victualler shop of the Cummins Family, Bridge Street, Carrick-on-Sannon are:
Pat Cummins, The late John Leonard and Jim Cummins.

Photo Courtesy: Mary Cummins
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Jamestown Muintir na Tire & Agricultural Show
Pat. Butler

Agricultural Show in Jamestown. The minutes of that meeting
stated: "The programme was set out and agreed upon. The list
of prizes was arranged and subscriptions invited from anyone
interested in the event. Collectors were appointed for the
various districts and all present gave an assurance that they
would do everything to make the first Agricultural Show a
success". And success it was - taking place on 25th June 1965
in a paddock, then owned by William Kenoy, adjacent to the
famous Jamestown Arch. The record says: ‘It was a fine sunny
day with a large attendance of local support. The entries were
well up to expectations and the standard of cattle, horses and
sheep was very high. The Carrick-on-Shannon and Jamestown
I.C.A. members gave invaluable assistance on the day, while

MUNITIR NA TIRE
In 1963 a young curate named Fr. Francis Doyle was
transferred to Kiltoghert Parish and was given special
responsibility for the Jamestown district. He was not long in his
new post until he channelled his energies into establishing a
forum for bringing the parishioners together to promote the
concept of community development.
Fr. Francis was a keen admirer of the late Canon John
Hayes who founded the National organisation of Muintir NaTire
in Tipperary in 1937.
The Muintir objective was, and still is, to bring power to
local level and enable communities to carve out their own
destiny after careful analysis of the needs of the local
environment. How right this was in retrospect when one
observes all the shortcomings of a bureaucracy that has been
obsessed with a stultifying mission to centralise everything and
reduce local authorities to the status of frustrated talk shops.
That said, Fr. Doyle, with the co-operation of the local
community, formed a Jamestown branch of Muintir na Tire on
12th November 1963 at a meeting held in the then Shannon
Ballroom in the village. Imbued with the ideals of Muintir, the
members set out to identify the local needs and do something
to address these. Prominent on the agenda was land
improvement and to this end efforts were made to improve field
drainage and pasture quality. Soil testing was carried out and
this revealed low levels of lime and essential nutrients. To
implement this land improvement programme a pool of farm
machinery was jointly purchased and this proved invaluable as
an economic and co-operative venture.
Attention was also focussed on the control of animal
diseases, pig, calf and poultry rearing and many visits were
made to model farms throughout the country, North and South,
as an education process.
The Branch down through the years also engaged in many
cultural, educational and social events. These included
Feiseanna, Question Time, Debates, Socials, Ceilis, Sports,
Bazaars, Fishing Competitions, Tidy Towns, Group Water
Schemes, Crafts, Farming and Light Engineering Courses and
the Agricultural Show.
On the closure of the local National School at Tully, the
Branch, with the kind consent of the then Parish Priest, Canon
Ciaran Ryan, converted this building into a Social Centre. This
was a valuable facility for all branch and local community
activities. Plans were mooted for further development of this site
to include a children’s playground and other amenities.
The branch also participates in the National Community
Alert Scheme which concentrates on the safety of the elderly in
their homes.

Very Rev. Fr. Francis Doyle, first Chairperson of Jamestown Show

and Pat Butler, present Joint Secretary

’

JAMESTOWN AGRICULTURAL SHOW
On 15th June 1965 a special meeting was held in Jamestown
National School to discuss the possibility of holding an

financial aid was not wanting from members and local
residents, as well as patrons from the towns of Carrick-onShannon, Mohill, Ballinamore, Boyle and Keadue’. From this
solid foundation was laid for the many successful Jamestown
Shows, which were to follow. As the years passed every effort
was made to make the Show a more competitive and enjoyable
event. The programme was extended to include new sections one of these being a comprehensive programme of
Showjumping. Many well-known competitors of the
Showjumping fraternity from all over the country competed in
Jamestown down through the years, among them being Paul
Darragh of international fame. Mention can also be made of a
noted showjumping judge who supervised the programme in
Jamestown in the person of Lord Lowry who was then Chief
Justice in Northern Ireland. Later, sections were included for
pedigree cattle. These were extended gradually to where
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presently there are classes for six different pedigree breeds.
Being affiliated to the Irish Shows' Association, which is an
umbrella organisation for Agricultural Shows countrywide,
Jamestown Show has been able to include in its schedule
numerous All-Ireland Championship qualifiers in a wide range
of sections which enhances in no small measure the standard
of exhibits on Show Day. Jamestown Show for the past two
years has succeeded in acquiring the necessary sponsorship to
host and finance an All- Ireland Final in the suckler cow and calf
category thus bringing the finest of these animals in the country
to our Shannonside Village. The Show Committee also places
much emphasis on providing entertainment for all the family on
Show Day. Consequently the programme includes competitions
for Bonny Babies, Fancy Dress, Ladies’ Fashions, Tug-O-War,
Tossing the Sheaf, Dog Show and other features such as Bottle
Stall, Bouncing Castle, Heritage Exhibitions and Trade Stands.
The Show Dance is also an essential part of the programme
with much interest being placed on the Show Queen and
Eligible Bachelor competitions. Some of the more memorable
occasions in the history of the Show have been the 10th, 20th,
21st, 25th and 30th Shows for which extra efforts were made to
enhance these events. The Show Committee, no doubt, will be
making every effort to make the Millennium Show one to be
remembered also. Another important date in the Show’s history
was 22nd July 1993 when it was incorporated as a Limited
Company. As the Show expanded over the years so also have
the running costs. Expenditure of a few hundred pounds in the
early years has now spiralled to over £10,000 per Show. It is a
daunting task to secure annually the required finance but
thankfully the generosity of so many individuals and the
corporate sector has always been forthcoming to ensure the
successful running of this annual event. In expressing a deep
debt of gratitude to Rev. Fr. Francis Doyle who initiated the
Show and who invested such a huge effort in community
endeavour during his sojourn in Jamestown, a word of grateful
acknowledgement must also go to the many other untiring
individuals in the Jamestown district (some now sadly
departed) who have not spared themselves in the service of the
local community. A special word of thanks to the landowners
who so generously have supplied the Showgrounds, as the
venue changed over the years, viz. William Kenoy who supplied
the first location (as mentioned above) and the second one also
- the town or pump field, John Cummins who gave his field
adjacent to the former National School at Tully and Junior
Beirne who provides the Lawn where the Show presently is
held. Grateful acknowledgement must also go posthumously to
the late Dick Butler who made his field adjacent to his residence
available for a marquee for Show Dances and also as a sports’
venue.
As we stand at the threshold of a new decade, century and
Millennium, what better spirit can we have than that of Canon
John Hayes when he expounded with charismatic eloquence a
doctrine which might be sufficiently summarised as one of
fulfilling a fundamental Christian duty by participating at local
level in the organised loving of our neighbour.

Carrick-on-Shannon Notes
(Co. Leitrim)
Catholic Boy Scouts of Ireland
On Sunday, 10th July, in the presence of a large attendance of the
clergy and general public, the No. 3 Troop, Carrick-on-Shannon,
Catholic Boy Scouts were invested at the Town Hall by
Scoutmaster J.J. Dodd, N.T., P.C., Assistant Diocesan Scout
Commissioner, who was assisted by the Drumshambo No. 2
Troop, carrying their flags presented to them by Very Rev. Canon
McCabe P.P.; the Franciscan Nuns and M. B.J. Early, merchant,
Drumshambo. Addresses on the Boy Scout Movement were
delivered by Ven. Archdeacon T. O’Reilly, PR, V.F., Carrick-onShannon; Rev. J. Egan C.C.,do.; and Rev. Father Gilleran, C.C.,
Drumshambo. Before commencing the ceremony of investiture,
Mr. Dodd said that he had received letters from the Executive body
in Dublin regretting inability to be represented and wishing the
ceremony that day every success. Since the Eucharistic Congress
he received a letter from Chief Scout commissioner, Mr. Ernest
Cullen, an in the course of that letter he stated:- “I congratulate you
on the efficiency of the Troops under your charge; they are a credit
to your Diocese.” Mr. Dodd said that he would pass on this tribute
from the Scouts Commissioner to the following Troops who were
also under his charge during Congress Week, and who he found
at all times and under the greatest difficulties ready and anxious to
carry out his smallest instruction. They were - Tullamore, Carlow,
Limerick, Mullingar, Galway, Ballyshannon and 1st Down and
Connor, Belfast Troops. A full report of Congress activities
appeared in July issue of The Catholic Scout. Assistant Diocesan
Scout Commissioner Dodd then detailed the aims and objects of
the Boy Scout movement and appealed to the parents at Carrickon-Shannon to get their boys into the movement, The movement
is non-political. The Troop needed flags and bell tents, and he
hoped that the kind and generous people of Carrick-on-Shannon
would come to their aid. Having congratulated all concerned in the
organisation of the Troop, he then proceeded with the ceremony.
Mr. Sean Murphy, Provincial Bank, was appointed Scoutmaster of
the No. 3 Troop and Mr. W. Nolan, Drumshambo, was invested as
Assistant Scoutmaster, Drumshambo No. 2 Troop. After the
ceremony the Carrick-on-Shannon and Drumshambo Troops
marched to the Presentation Brothers’ Schools, and were
entertained. In the evening they marched to St. Mary’s Catholic
Church for the final stage of the ceremony, the celebration of
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, and at the
blessing, two buglers, one from Drumshambo and one from
Ballinamore, sounded the salute. Drumshambo Troop formed a
guard of honour within the sanctuary.
“The Catholic Scout”, August 1992
Let’s hope that this new millennium will not bring:

Politics without principles
Pleasures without conscience
Wealth without work
Knowledge without character
Industry without morality
Science without humanity
Worship without sacrifice
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Managed Resource
Development (Marketing) Ltd.
Carrick-on-Shannon

Gerard Murtagh (Chairman, 1999)

and Teamwork Schemes. The results of these schemes are clearly
visible throughout the community. During this period we have been
building links between the Carrick-on-Shannon Community and
Interreg, the International Fund for Ireland, Forbairt, Department of
Finance, Regional Tourism Board, Leitrim County Council, the
County Enterprise Board and the County Enterprise Fund. We
have also facilitated local clubs e.g. Junior Chamber, G.A.A., the
Historical Society, Tidy Towns Initiative, Inland Waterways and
many more, to further their projects.
However, a point in time eventually arrived when the Board
realised that, in the best interest of the Community and of M.R.D.,
a quality or ‘Flagship’ project should be undertaken and so in
Spring of 1993, with the support of Forbairt, the County Enterprise
Fund and our own resources, the Market Yard or ‘Shambles’ was
purchased. Indeed in this respect we are indebted to Mr. Tom
Maher and the Breffni Players Drama Group who generously
vacated the property to allow M.R.D. have clear title.
As with all rural areas of centuries ago, an area of the town
known as The Shambles was simply an open market place where
trading was carried out. However it has been associated with a
rather sad period of our history. Research tells us that in
September of 1798, following the memorable battle at Ballinamuck
where the Irish/French army suffered defeat by two English armies,
some hundreds of Irish prisoners were brought to the Courthouse
in Carrick-on-Shannon. Now the interesting detail here is, that the
Courthouse was then sited on the area now occupied by that little
church known as the Costello Memorial Chapel directly opposite
the Shambles. However, an order arrived from Lord Cornwallis
directing that a certain number of prisoners should be hanged
without further ceremony. The action that followed to this day is

A Community Company Working for its people

In 1987, Carrick on Shannon was a town "dying" in every
respect. Emigration from the area was draining us of our most
precious resource, our youth. No jobs were being created. Quite a
number of our long established businesses closed. Tourism was at
a very low ebb and it was felt that unless radical action was taken
the future for Carrick was certainly most bleak. An innovative
approach had to be considered if the rot was to be stemmed. A
novel decision was taken by a few interested people to invite the
Dept. of Architecture, Bolton St., to undertake a Town Study.
Among its many recommendations was the suggestion that, if
progress was to be made, a development agency for the town
should be formed and so M.R.D. Ltd. was born with a board of
directors. These directors were drawn from all walks of life •
professional, self-employed and civil servants. The aims of the
Company were then and are now, as the name suggests, to
develop and manage the resources of the Carrick-on-Shannon
area, by means of an integrated programme in conjunction with all
relevant statutory and other bodies to maximise these resources
for the social, economic and cultural betterment of the community
through the assistance of a full time manager who would work with
the agencies and co-ordinate the activities of the many groups
working in the area. Unfortunately, because of the ongoing lack of
financial resources, we were unable to sustain the services of a
manager. Until we could devise a way to resolve this problem, we
proceeded to work on our own initiative. To date we have been
working with the statutory agencies to bring small projects to
fruition. So far with the assistance of FAS we have expended
almost £900,000.00 in the area through Community Employment

The ‘Shambles' - For generations a renowned local landmark in the centre of Carrick-on-Shannon. It has been transformed into a state of the art
'Heart of Carrick-on-Shannon' by the initiative of major development work undertaken by M.R.D. It is now owned by the local community.
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known in the history of Carrick as "The Lottery of Death". It would
appear that pieces of paper were rolled up and on 17 of them the
word ‘Death’ was written. As they entered the Courthouse the
drawing began. As fast as a wretch drew the fatal ticket he was
immediately hanged outside the door. Seventeen people were
hanged in the grounds of the Market Yard.
After that tragic period I would like to briefly jump on a little. In
1839, Charles Manners St. George, the proprietor of the town, built
the Market House and Shambles. He then surrounded it with a wall
and railings. (It is now known as the Market Yard). In the first half of
the 19th Century there was a trade in "coarse linen druggets, frieze
and coarse flannel" but the main market was butter and other farm
produce. The fact that it was locally called the "shambles" indicates
that there was a trade in meat. Close examination of the lintels over
many of the doors in the Market Yard reveal faint outlines of the
names of traders of a century ago. Following the establishment of
Kiltoghert Co-operative Creamery, the butter market came to an
end, as did other forms of trading.
To move to more pleasant affairs, I would like to briefly outline
the Development Programme. M.R.D. Marketing Ltd. is now in the
process of conserving, restoring and developing the former
"Market Yard" as the "Market House Centre". The restored
buildings and square will provide a lively "mixed use" area. The
Centre will make a valuable contribution to the local economy and
tourism. The provision of workshop spaces and commercial shop
units is in keeping with M.R.D.’s philosophy of job creation and
innovation with particular relevance to the young population of
Carrick-on-Shannon and its environs. With the appointment of a
Centre Manager, it is felt that M.R.D.’s original idea of a Town
Manager may be sustained through the success of this Centre. The
Board of M.R.D. recommended that this project should be viewed
as one element of an overall development and refurbishment plan
for the town. This plan includes the refurbishment of St. George's
Terrace as proposed by Leitrim County Council, the preservation of
the Courthouse and other buildings of heritage value, not forgetting
our streetscapes including overhead cables and footpaths.

the support of our management structure. The re-construction of
the project is being undertaken by Mr. Peter Moran and Sons, who
is taking great care to be true to the original ‘feel’ of the buildings.
Without the help and support of a lot of people this
development would not have happened. We must go back to 1988,
to Josie Martin, then Co. Devleopment Officer, who fully supported
us in the tough days of M.R.D.’s formation. He was ably followed by
Mr. Michael Tunney and more recently by the ever-helpful Dorothy
Clarke our current Enterprise Officer. We thank Forbairt and the
County Enterprise Fund who gave us the initial funding to "kickstart" the project in purchasing the property. However the Board of
M.R.D’s most profound thanks must go to the three agencies that
have granted substantial aid to the venture. From the European
Union Interreg 11, Joint Programme for Ireland and Northern
Ireland we are receiving a most generous and substantial grant of
£350,000. From the International Fund for Ireland we are receiving
a further substantial grant of £250,000 and from Forbairt who
supported us with an initial grant of £20,000. We are confident that
they will support the venture with a further substantial grant, with
the balance coming from our own resources.
Clearly without the support of these agencies the Project
would simply not be viable. Indeed in dealing with these agencies
we acknowledge the help and assistance given to us by Mr. Tom
Hobson, Mrs. Jill Knight. Mr. Eamonn Naughton and our
correspondence Secretary Miss Stephanie Gaffney. Indeed if I
have overlooked anyone, which I am sure I have, please accept the
heartfelt appreciation of our Board for your support.
For my own part I am indebted to my Board who have
endured my idiosyncrasies as Chairman and, with me, have seen
this Project to its present position. It is, I would contend, M.R.D.’s
contribution to the Millennium. It is one of the largest Community
Projects ever undertaken in the Border regions. In conclusion I
would like to take this opportunity of thanking the Millennium
Committee for giving me an opportunity of putting on record, for
posterity, the dedication, time, and commitment given by this small
group, to mark Carrick’s entry into the year 2000 and dedication to
one’s own community. It must surely be an indication that Carrick,
as we say in M.R.D.’s bye line, will most certainly be the place in
which to live. Those Directors and Officers were: Secretary - Mr.
Peter Collins, Directors - Mrs. Kathleen Coleman, Mr. John Bredin,
Mr. Seamus Shortt, Mr. Des Cox, Mr. Joe Dolan, Mr. Liam Farrell,
Solicitor - Mr. Conal Gibbons, Company Accountant - Mr. Brian
Morahan.

Our other Objectives for the Centre are as follows:

1

To maintain and enhance the "built" heritage of the town.

2

To give the town a focal point, by providing a vibrant
"Heart" which will act as the hub of commercial activities.
To encourage and support "innovative" business projects
into the centre of Carrick-on-Shannon.
To create a business framework within which local
investment in new enterprise is encouraged and facilitated
to invest and expand.
To help develop the commercial infrastructure of Carrickon-Shannon and the surrounding area in a planned way.

3
4

5
6

Together... We have pushed a dream into a reality.

To encourage the local retail business community to
reinvest and expand.

Thanksgiving

Mr Noel Smith, Architect, recommended to M.R.D. that the
‘Shambles’ be preserved and enhanced with minor extensions on
either side, an open courtyard and a special "Water Feature" in the
centre of the yard. This is to remind us of Carrick’s association with
the Shannon, a reflection of our past and future. We also provide a
bandstand. We hope that this will allow a more accessible location
for music, rallies etc. The development will have "mixed uses"
allocated to retail, restaurants, offices, living accommodation, but
with some 40% of the space being allocated to Workspace. This is
intended to give our local young people a shop window for
manufacturing their crafts or small industry. They will also receive

Thanks be to God for all things good, for lovely trees and flowers
for all the beauty of the earth, and happy, golden hours
For sunsets painted in the sky
for dawn and stars above
for sleep and books
and kindly friends, and all the things we love...
Yet not for these alone out hearts go out in grateful prayer
we thank Him too for hardships, dissappoinments, pain and care
for all our tears and all our wounds our humble thanks we give...
for these are blessings in disguise
They teach us how to live
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Marist Sisters
1873 -1999

Sr. Emer O’Flynn

The first denominational school for girls and kindergarten
The coming of the Marist Sisters to Carrick-on-Shannon can be
boys opened in Convent House on 17th August 1873, within weeks
traced to several interested people. Canon Fitzgerald was Parish
of the arrival of the Sisters. For at least fourteen years the
Priest in 1873 but their arrival that summer had little or nothing to
basement and ground floor room were classrooms. Registers show
do with him. Things had been settled before the death of his
predecessor, Dr. Peter Dawson, V.G., the previous year.
that from the start the school was a state-aided National school
providing free elementary education.
Dr. Dawson, a native of Granard, Co. Longford, had served as
The appointment of Mother Henry Shaw as Superior in 1884
Vicar General under four successive Bishops. He was a great
Irishman who took a leading part in the struggle for Catholic
brought the early pioneering years to a close. She was the only
Emancipation and the repeal of the Union. For years he had been
pioneer left on the school staff and had the joy of seeing at least
anxious to have nuns, to care for the needy and to take over the
one of their ambitions realised. In 1887 the National School moved
parish school. He eventually brought his problem to his Bishop, Dr.
from Convent House to a splendid new premises a short distance
G.M. Conroy.
from the centre of the town. In 1891 the Community moved from
As Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois, Dr. Conroy was as
Convent House to their new home, the Convent on the hill, which
anxious as Dr. Dawson to get a religious community for Carrick.
they called Mount St. Joseph.
Christian education must be brought to the poor and the presence
The Intermediate Education Act 1878, under British rule, gave
of nuns would console and help the sick and dying.
a measure of State support to private second level schools built
The Marist archives tell of the arrival of the Sisters and of
and maintained by private effort. A Boarding and Day school for
Carrick’s welcome to its first nuns:
girls was started in the convent in 1891. There was also an attempt
"It was a sunny market day when Mother John Muginer and
at Technical education. This consisted of evening classes in
her companion, Sr. Henry Shaw, arrived from Dublin on 18th June
knitting, lace-making and Irish crochet. Education was not the sole
1873. Canon Fitzgerald
was at Carrick station
and drove the Sisters
by sidecar to the
presbytery in Carrick’s
Main Street. The town
was
unusually
crowded.
Granted,
most of Carrick’s
thousand
or
so
inhabitants were in
town to buy and sell,
but many were also
there to welcome the
town’s first nuns whose
blue and white dress
took them by surprise".
The house that
was to be the convent
had yet to be vacated.
Mother John and Sister
Henry stayed at night
with the Franciscan
nuns at Drumshanbo,
whose saintliness and
On the occasion of the celebration of her Golden Jubilee, Sr. Inez Keaney (Marist Sisters) was the recipient of a presentation from the
kindness were often
members of Saint Mary's Church Choir at a funcion held in The Bush Hotel on August 20th 1999.
spoken of afterwards.
z-*
Sr. Inez was associated with the choir for many years and is a former Rev. Mother of the Marist Community in Carrick-on-Shannon. Pictured
On 2nd July 1873,
here presenting a bouquet of flowers to Sr. Inez is Saint Mary’s Church Organist, Mrs. Elizabeth O'Halloran.
feast of the Visitation,
Photo Courtesy: Noel Holmes
the
first
Marist
community of five Sisters took up residence in the house which is
aim of these classes. There was also a social effort, a modest
still known locally as Convent House. It was a comparatively new
attempt to help stem the flow of immigrant Irish youth to other
house and belonged to Petronella Whyte, daughter of Mr. Whyte,
lands, by encouraging home industry and trade. What is known as
the local English landlord, from whom it had been rented for the
the rear three-storey block was built in 1915. There were then 80
Marist Sisters.
pupils. In 1915 also the school was accepted by the British
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The Marist Convent, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim.

Department of Education as an official centre for State
examinations. In 1921, the transition from British to Irish rule was
comparatively easy. Carrick became a registered Secondary Girls’
School.
For some years Dr. Cathal Daly, Bishop of Ardagh and
Clonmacnois, had suggested the amalgamation of the Marist
Secondary school and the Presentation Brothers Secondary
school to form one school. This major development took place at
the beginning of the 1972-1973 school year. It became a mixed
school and was known henceforth as Marymount College.
All life includes change. In 1995 a new Community School
was completed at Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon and Staff and
Pupils of Marymount joined the Staff and Pupils of the Vocational
school to form what is now a thriving Community School.
Meanwhile, it is true to say that in Carrick-on-Shannon during
these years, the Marist Sisters apostolate in the field of education,
primary and secondary, developed according to the needs of the
times. So did their apostolate of social welfare, another reason for
their coming to Carrick-on-Shannon in 1873.
Carrick-on-Shannon was just one of the places in Ireland
which had a Workhouse and Fever Hospital in the last decades of
the nineteenth century. Suffering was great throughout Ireland, not
least in Co. Leitrim. In the Freeman’s Journal, 3rd May 1847, it was
stated that in six months 469 people died in the local Workhouse.
In a single month, April 1847, 295 died of sheer starvation. For
thirty-five years, 1887 - 1922, the Marist Sisters, under the
direction of a lay matron, gave their services to the Fever hospital
and Infirmary in the Workhouse buildings. One of the worst
scourges of these early years was typhoid fever, which claimed
many victims including two Sisters.
In 1922 the National Government of Ireland launched a
comprehensive plan of social reform. Workhouses and Fever
Hospitals were becoming gradually redundant. Both were closed in
Carrick-on-Shannon. Leitrim Board of Health transferred the
inmates to Manorhamilton. This proved to be a temporary
arrangement. Both were to be re-opened. They were to be repaired
and modernised. The updated premises were ready in 1935. Once

again the Marist Sisters were asked to co-operate in their plans for
improvement, but with a difference. This time, unlike 1887, the
Community was asked not merely to staff the County Home and
Fever hospital, but also to manage both establishments.
Thanks to the success of the National Immunisation Scheme,
the Fever Hospital became redundant in 1953. The vacated
premises were converted into a Sanatorium and operated as such
from 1953 until 1960 when any remaining patients were transferred
to the Regional Sanatorium in Galway. Henceforth the vacated
premises were used as over-spill accommodation for the County
Home.
In an all out effort to implement their new policy for the aged.
Leitrim Board of Health undertook further extensive repairs and
general modernisation of the County Home 1959-1960.
Consequent on this updating the former emerged as St. Patrick’s
Hospital. In 1989 the management of St. Patrick’s Hospital reverted
to a lay Matron.
In 1966 the Marist Sisters answered an urgent appeal by
Leitrim Board of Health to staff the District Hospital at Mohill and
on 19th June 1966 the first Sister volunteered her services and
took up duty in Mohill District Hospital, followed by two other
Sisters in 1967.
As a wartime measure a Novitiate was started in Carrick- onShannon in 1940. A separate premises was provided for a
Novitiate - St. Brigid's. The foundation stone of this two-storey, red
brick building was laid in 1941 and the building was completed in
1943. Nowadays it serves as a Teachers’ Centre.
In 1995, Mount St. Joseph’s built in 1891 and the buildings
added as required down the years, were put on the Open Market.
Active members of the Community on the staffs of the Community
School or St. Patrick's Hospital live in a private house convenient
to their place of work. The retired Sisters were transferred to a
nearby new Convent more suited to their needs there to continue,
in this second stage of their lives, their Mission to the Church in the
parish of Kiltoghert.
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Pre s entAti on roth ers in
CArrick on Sh Ann on
Commissioners for Education - on the site in Summerhill, now
occupied by the E.S.B. A plot behind the school was purchased by
the parish with a view to building a monastery for the Brothers
adjacent to the school. Unfortunately for the Brothers, Canon
Hoare was elevated to the See of Ardagh and Clonmacnois and
the prospect of building a monastery faded.

1893
Canon Hoare, the then parish priest of Kiltoghert, asked the
Superior General of the Presentation Brothers, Bro. Patrick Shine,
to send a community of Brothers to teach in the national school
area in the town. At least two, and probably three Brothers arrived
in August of that year; Bros. Celcus McCarthy, Bernard Murphy
and possibly, Aloysius O’Rahilly. They rented a house where
Harman’s Medical Hall and later Kieran's Pharmacy stood. They
regarded the rent as high and the conditions were inadequate but
they continued to live there for nine years. They began teaching in
the school in September ‘93. The location of that school is not
certain but there is a tradition that it stood where McDermott’s
Electrical was situated later. Bros. Celcus and Aloysius prepared
the senior boys for the then Intermediate examinations and for
entry to the (then British) Civil Service.

1902
The military barracks at the Dublin Road turn became available for
renting. A family named Dunne was in occupation, possibly
caretakers. The Brothers rented the Barracks and the Dunne
couple moved into what must have been the gate-house, where
their relations remained until about 1938. The Brothers occupied a
portion of the house only - presumably the officers’ quarters - but
they were held responsible for the care and maintenance of the
whole building. This condition became very burdensome. The
Barracks, built in the time of Pitt the Younger, had been an
ambitious venture. It cost five thousand pounds to build and was
designed to house four hundred troops. At the rear was a hospital,

1898
The numbers attending the school increased and a new school
was built by the parish - presumably with assistance from the then

A group of students from the Presentation Brothers' Schools (National and Secondary) at the Marian Year Celebrations in Knock,

1954, accompanied by the late Brother Columban
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a morgue, a bake-house, stables and dry closets. As well as the
gatehouse, there seems to have been two more small houses
situated on the present site.

1941
It was proposed to install central heating in the National School this
year but the Department of Education refused to meet two thirds of
the cost. The Parish Priest was always manager of the school and
the Brothers had to work closely with him in connection with raising
funds for maintenance and improvements. In these years the great
source of money was the School Sports’ Fund. A tremendous effort
was put into organising an attractive Sports Day every year, with as
many features (like the Kiltubrid Pipe band) as possible. The
business people sponsored some of the attractions and the
general public was charged two shillings per adult for admission.
Quite large crowds often supported the event and there was
usually a profit. Later on, school concerts in the Gaeity, operettas,
non-stop draws, silver circle draws, bazaars, dances, ceilis (and at
least on one occasion, an amusement carnival) were organised to
raise funds. And, to their lasting credit, the people of the parish
supported these efforts. The central heating proposal may have
foundered but three anthracite stoves were installed and the one
third cost (all of thirty-two pounds and ten shillings) came from the
Sports’ Fund.

1911
A Colonel Ball, who was a British Army officer stationed in
Islandbridge Barracks, had responsibility for all the barracks in
Ireland. He intimated to the Brothers that he wished to dispose of
the Carrick building and, as they were the current tenants, he
asked them to make an offer. Over a period of as little as three
weeks the deal was done and the Brothers bought the property for
two hundred and sixty pounds. The Brothers now set about making
the harsh building as habitable as possible but they had to wait fifty
years before they could afford to make it really comfortable.
1921
Bishop Hoare seems to have been disappointed by the move of the
Brothers into the Barracks in 1902 and by their purchase of the
property in 1911. It may be that he had hoped all along that the
monastery he had planned might be built, or it may be that the
Brothers moved without consulting him. In any event, he withheld
permission for the Brothers to retain the Blessed Sacrament in
their new home for ten years - until 1921 when he granted it. A
room was renovated and decorated and henceforth, the Brothers
had their own little oratory in which to recite the Office, say the
Rosary and make the traditional visits to the Blessed Sacrament.

1943
This year was the Golden Jubilee of the arrival of the Brothers to
Carrick. The country was very depressed - four years into World
War 11 - but with a view to celebrating the event, the idea of
providing a ‘secondary top’ in the national school began to be
discussed. The fact that the numbers were falling in the school was
a further incentive. The idea was that some boys would remain on
for two or three years after sixth class and prepare to take the
Intermediate Examination. The then parish priest, Archdeacon
Donohue - a good friend to the Brothers - supported the idea.

There is a tradition that Bro. John Fitzpatrick was arrested by the
R.I.C. or by the military because of his republican tendencies at
this time but it was probably a case of mistaken identity.
1925
Mr. and Mrs. O’Farrell negotiated a right of way with the Brothers.
They may have had a house right at the Dublin Road turn before
the road was widened and needed an exit from the rear of their
house.

1944
On Sept. 4th, thirteen boys began First Year under the care of Bro.
Osmund Greene, presumably in the national school. The
Department gave approval on a trial, year-to-year basis. Teaching
in a secondary top is both demanding and tiring because the
teacher has to be ‘master’ in seven or eight different disciplines.
During the year it became clear that a full secondary school would
be a more viable proposition than a secondary top.

1934
This year seems to mark the beginning of an era of County Council
Scholarships to secondary schools and colleges. At that time there
were few secondary schools for boys, apart from the diocesan
seminaries and Christian Brothers’ schools in the larger towns.
One needed to be well-off to be able to afford to send one’s sons
to the boarding schools around Dublin. Hence, the County Council
scholarship scheme was a laudable attempt to make secondary
education available to the brightest and most diligent. In this year,
Brian O'Sullivan from Main St. won first place in the examination
and forty pounds per annum for five years. For the next forty -five
years - until free secondary education became available in 1967 the Brothers in Carrick prepared their senior boys for the
scholarship examination and were consistently successful year
after year. They also entered their pupils for the bursary
examinations at St. Mel’s, Longford, St. Patrick’s, Cavan and
Summerhill College, Sligo.

1945
Early in this year, work was begun on the top room - the old
gunroom - at the eastern end of the Barracks. It was partitioned,
plastered and painted. The windows were repaired and two
reasonably good classrooms emerged. The cost was borne by the
Presentation Brothers in Cork. In these rooms, on Sept 3rd, Mean
Scoil Mhuire na Toirbhirte began its thirty year life - under the
guidance of Bro. Damian Hanley and Bro. Osmund. The official
opening was performed on Sunday 21st October by Bishop
McNamee. The Mass was in St. Mary's Church and his homily on
education remains impressive. He encouraged the Brothers to
provide a broad, liberal education for their boys.

1946:
Times must have been hard because the Brothers tilled some
ground behind the national school and grew potatoes there. The
clay was removed from the secondary school yard and replaced by
gravel. Bros. Sylvester Canning and Gerald Sheahan arrived in
Carrick.

1938
The cottage on the site - either that belonged to the Dunnes or to
the O’Farrells was vacated. The cottage was demolished and the
County Council built the wall around the property and, presumably,
availed of the opportunity to widen the road and the turn.
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Seated (L to R):
Second Row (L to R):
Third Row (L to R):
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Mary McElgunn, Mrs. H. Hanna, Mary F. Gilmartin, Katie Keane, Mrs. J. Birthistle, Angela Gallagher, Kathleen Costello, Julia McDonald, Joanna McNamara and Mrs. Tommy Gilroy.
John F. McGreevy, Mary Lenehan, Jeanette Cox, Mrs. P. Porter, Pat Dunne, Bridie Feely, Mary Smallhorn, Delia Conroy, Annie Heeran, Mrs. Kiernan, Michael McGreevy and Steve Lynch.
Willie McWeeney, James Eardley, Joe Moore, Jeff McLoughlin, Danny Mitchell, Billy Whyte, John F. Murray, George Graham, Tom Conroy, John McGreevy, Niall Boyle, Pee Conefrey, Seamus Peyton,
William Cox, James Gallagher, George O'Toole, Guard Ruane, Bart Hennigan, Denis McNamara, Joe Sheehan, Alec Wrafter, James Cummins, Pat O'Loan, Laddy O'Sullivan and John James Guckian.

E
E

1947
The National School average fell below eighty five and Bro.
Sylvester taught without a salary. The handball alley and adjoining
toilets were built. The first Inter. Cert, results became available in
September and they were impressive. Five sat the exam. And all
five passed with 'honours’: Eamonn Costello, Noel Harman, Peter
Bohan, Cecil Kiernan and Finbarr Lynch.

this development marked the beginning of the end of the tradition
of the great Sports’ Day.
The number of pupils in the College exceeded one hundred for the
first time.
1962
May - work begins on the site in Summerhill for the new Boys’
Primary School and the Parochial Hall. Bro. Francis Walsh returned
to Carrick as Superior and Principal of the College. There were
now seven teachers in the secondary school: Mr Morahan, Mr.
McLoughlin, Mr. Field and Mr. Flynn, together with three Brothers.

1949
Bro. Columban Buckley arrives in Carrick. The results of the first
Leaving Cert, class became available. They were not great: three
sat the exam., two passed; the only ‘honours’ were in Irish. But the
school got its act together very quickly; from the following year
onwards the majority of the candidates presented achieved
‘honours’ in several subjects. Lionel Gallagher was awarded a
scholarship to University in 1952 and from there on such
scholarships were won on a regular and consistent way.

1963:
Sept 5th - the new St. Mary’s Boys’ National School was blessed
and officially opened by Bishop McNamee. The cost was eleven
thousand six hundred pounds and local contribution was fourteen
hundred pounds.
The Brothers get permission from their Provincial Superior to
install a television set in the monastery. It was mounted in a locked
cabinet and the Superior only had a key!

1951
Bro. Damian Hanley departs and Bro. Placid O’Mahoney arrives.
1953
April 9th, Major Vivian DeValera unveiled a plaque at the National
School in memory of M.J. McManus, a distinguished journalist with
the Irish Press and a past pupil. John McGahern is offered a
scholarship to University but opts for teacher training in St.
Patrick's, Drumcondra. The outside of the Barracks is plastered,
the roof is repaired and new gutters are installed.

1964:
A Dublin branch of the Past Pupil’s Union was formed. Mr Noel
Mulhern was elected first Chairman of the branch. Pairc Sean
MacDiarmada was opened this year (May) - following years of
great work by Mr. George O’Toole - and the primary school sports
were held there on 1st July.
1966
It wasn’t realised at the time but this year marked the end of an
era. The radical changes occuring in Irish society and the total re
organisation of post-primary education were at hand. The
principals of all the Post-Primary Schools in Carrick were called to
a meeting (the first of a plethora of such meetings) in Dublin. It was
the last year in which fees were charged for secondary education.
The results that year give an indication of the standards in the
schools:
Primary Certs: sixteen presented - sixteen passed;
Inter. Cert.: sixteen presented - fifteen passed, all with ‘honours’
Leaving Cert.: twelve presented - twelve passed, ten with
‘honours’; University Schools - two.

1954
Tarmacadam is laid along the rear of the monastery and
secondary school. Bro. Placid begins fund-raising for a science
room for the college.
1956
The new science room is opened.
1958
Bro. Cyril, who had come the previous year, set about a thorough
renovation/alteration of the monastery. It cost three thousand five
hundred pounds and the contractor was Mr. Stenson. A very good
job was done and the Barracks had finally become a home.

1967
Free secondary education - the Department of Education paid the
school a bi-annual grant in lieu of fees. Career Guidance and
Biology were added to the curriculum. Following from Vatican 11,
the Brothers began to live under a new Constitution. The Divine
Office was now recited in English rather than in Latin and Mass in
the vernacular became the norm.

1959
The parish decided to build a new National School for the boys together with a Community Hall - and a fund-raising drive was
begun, mainly by means of a Silver Circle Draw. As always, the
people supported it with great generosity, Bro. Martin McCarthy
had arrived that year and soon he had organised and coached a
national school band. This band also took part in fund-raising
activities. Unfortunately, Bro. Martin left the Brothers two years
later. There was nobody competent to continue with the band. It
‘died’ and the parents who had gone to some expense to purchase
uniforms were understandably annoyed.

1968
The Primary Certificate in the National Schools was abolished.

1969
In February, the secondary pupils had an unscheduled holiday for
three weeks because of a dispute between A.S.T.I. and the
Department. In August, the National School in Cortober closed and
Mr. Philip Carrigan and some of the pupils joined St. Mary’s school.
The results of the certificate examinations were given in grades
rather than numerical marks. The Brothers bought their first car a 1.61 Ford Corsair - from Mr. Sean Beirne for nine hundred and
thirty pounds.

1960
The new yard and shelter sheds were put in place at the rear of the
College. These proved to be very useful facilities and many a hectic
game of soccer was played on that yard over the next fifteen years.

1961
The College organised its own Sports’ Day, separate from that of
the Primary School. While both were held for a further few years,
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1970
Further to meetings in Dublin, an agreement was reached whereby
Rosary High Secondary School in Cortober would close and the
staff and pupils would join the Brothers’ school and the Marist
Convent school. Two pre-fabs were erected in front of the Brothers’
school and in September Mrs. Lynch joined the Marist staff and Mr.
Lynch, Mr. Creighton and Mr. McGrath joined the staff in the
Brothers’ school. The re-opening was again delayed for three
weeks because of industrial action.

1971
The Department initiative to promote the idea of community
schools for towns like Carrick was now in full swing. The religious
were opposed to the proposal, partly because track records of big
second-level units in America and Britain was not too impressive,
and partly because the buildings they had put together over the
years, without any assistance from the Department, would be
made vacant and redundant. At the Departments’ public meeting in
Carrick, the majority supported the idea of a ‘community of
schools’ - with increased co-operation between them, while a
number supported the idea of a community school.
1972
In the context of co-operation between the schools, Dr. Cathal
Daly, then Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois, proposed that the
Marist and Presentation secondary schools amalgamate and that
he and the religious would give what support they could to the idea
of a new Vocational School - on a site near the Marist convent with which the amalgamated school would then co-operate and
share facilities. The Department was opposed to this idea and
would not help in any way. In September, the amalgamated school
- Marymount College - began to operate. All the post-lnter pupils
were accommodated in the convent school while the pre-inter
classes remained segregated - the teachers commuted, the pupils
did not.

The O’Riordan triplets, Tomas, Orla and Niall, formely of Summerhill,

Carrick-on-Shannon, now domiciled in Dublin, their proud parents,
Tommy and Lily O'Riordan, were popular and active members of the local
community, particularly the G.A.A. fraternity before migrating eastwards.

1973
The Presentation Brothers themselves were now faced with
‘rationalisation’: vocations were falling, the average age of
members was rising and they were over-extended. The spectre of
closure haunted many of their monasteries. Carrick was
unfortunate in that the uncertainty about the future there, and the
amalgamation of the schools, made it a prime candidate. During
this year the community began to sense the worst.
-I f
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Ballad
As I went out a walking on a morning in July
It was down beside a river that a colleen caught my eye
She was singing like a blackbird when he's high up in a tree
But when I came down the road she ran awayfrom me.

As I went out a riding at the dawning of the day
On the road I met a colleen who was mounted on a bay
She was singing like a linnet when his heart is full ofglee
ut when I came trotting by she rode awayfrom me.

rJ

■

Early in summer, it was announced that the Brothers would be
leaving Carrick. Efforts were made by parents, the Past Pupils
‘Union and others to have the decision changed but there was
really no hope that it would be. A warm ‘good-bye’ celebration was
organised for the Brothers leaving the primary school. One Brother
was to remain on for a year in Marymount College.

As I went out a sailing on the waters of the tide
I overhauled a colleen who wasJit to be my bride
Oh! I heard her sing a shanty song about the stormy sea
But when I put down my helm she steered awayfrom me.

1975
The monastery was sold to Dr. McGarry and the last Brother left in
September 1975. The Brothers had been eighty two years in the
town.

As I went up ballooning on a sunny afternoon
It was there I met a colleen and we sang a wedding tune
For she couldn'tfly awayfrom me forfear that she wouldfall
And I told her that I loved herfar the best of all.

William Slator
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JAMESTOWN
I.C.A.
The Jamestown Guild of the Irish Country Women’s
Association was formed on 16th November 1995 as the 19th
Guild of the Leitrim Federation. The officers elected then for
a three year term were: Mary Clarke, Dympna Butler,
Maureen McLoughlin and Carmel Garvey. There were twelve
members then.
The current elected officers are: Maureen McNamee,
President; Mary Tiernan, Secretary; Helen Cronogue,
Treasurer, with nineteen members to date.
The following is a list of classes, demonstrations and
events, which the Guild has enjoyed since its formation:
Flower Arranging and Hanging Baskets; Glass Painting and
Knitting; Christmas Cake Icing; Reflexology; Curtain Making;
Hill Walking; Table-Quizzes; Creative Interior
Designing. Santa Claus visits us at
the Community Centre to meet
the children of Jamestown and
the surrounding areas.
Christmas dinner and
social nights out are also a
great success. Open to
everyone wishing to partake in

Back Row (L to R):
Front Row (L to R):

Mary Tiernan

the activities. David Tiernan, son of Mary Tiernan, was
awarded 1st Prize in the Ready Brek/I.C.A. Children’s Writing
Competition for 3rd and 4th Class category, open to
members’ families. The Minister for Education, Michael
Martin and the I.C.A. National President, Eva Coyle,
presented the Award which took place at the National Finals
in Dublin where David represented Leitrim.
Jamestown Guild hosted it’s first federation meeting in
May 1998 and was attended by the following: Leitrim
President, Marcella Tiernan, other County Officers, the four
new County Development Advisors and representatives from
nineteen branches.
An Grianan Adult Education Centre of the I.C.A. situated
in Termonfecking, Co. Louth, has over two hundred courses
on offer to cater for six thousand people who attend the
College annually on weekly courses and one-day
demonstrations. The I.C.A. has teamed up with First Active
Pic, previously the First National Building Society, giving
special mortgages and car loan deals for I.C.A. members,
their families and relatives.

Jamestown I.C.A. Members 1999.
Ann McLoughlin, Nuala Kennedy, Patricia Butler, Eileen Keating, Breege Nulty Carmel Garvey.
Rose O'Brien O'Rourke, Mary Tiernan (Secretary). Maureen McNamee (President) and Helen Cronogue (Treasurer)
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Carrick-on-Shannon Chamber of Commerce
Tommy Phillips

weekdays and three on Sundays), the South of Ireland and Galway
Carrick-on-Shannon Chamber of Commerce was founded in 1966 at
(Inter-link Service).
a meeting in Cartown House Hotel, then owned by the late Mr. Eddie
The Chamber is actively involved in the up-grading of the DublinGray (R.I.P.) who was himself a founder member. Mr. Jack Dolan
(R.I.P.) had the distinction of being elected it’s first President. The
Sligo Railway Line. It is true to say that the campaign organised by
the Chambers of Commerce in the towns served by the Sligo line has
aims of the Chamber were (and are) to promote the town’s
had considerable influence in preventing the down grading of the line
commercial and tourism potential and to act as the town’s
"Watchdog".
and possible closure.
It was decided that meetings would be held on the second
The following is a brief list of some of the other achievements of
the Carrick-on-Shannon Chamber of Commerce:
Tuesday of every month (except July and August). This obtained for
a number of years. The venue changed to the County Hotel and later
1. Successful Trade Fair
to the Bush Hotel, where they are currently held on the second
2. Hosting of World Canoeing Championships in 1984 and 1986
Thursday of the month.
3. A.T.M. Bank Link at Allied Irish Bank
The Chamber was affiliated to the Chambers of Commerce of
4. Production of Tourism Brochure
Ireland (C.C.I.) in 1993. The title then became Carrick-on-Shannon
5. Revival of St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The Bank of Ireland, Carrick6. Town Crib
on-Shannon (Manager Mr. Michael Comerton) presented the
7. Christmas Promotion
Chamber with a Chain of Office in 1994.
In 1997, during the presidency of Mrs. Do Do Keane, the Chamber
The Chamber has always had a steady and active (if not very
opened its new office in Bridge Street, Carrick-on-Shannon. The then
large) membership, which has tackled many problems since it’s
American Ambassador to Ireland, Mrs. Jean Kennedy-Smith,
foundation. By its regular meetings and facing up to the many social
performed the official opening.
and economic problems and promoting Tourism, Angling and Trade,
Past presidents of the Chamber included: Mr. Jack Dolan (R.I.P),
liaison with Leitrim and Roscommon County Councils, The Industrial
Mr. Pat O’Loan (R.I.P.), Mr. George O’Toole, Mr. Nicholas Campbell,
Authority, the County Development team, North West regional
Mr. Seamus Peyton (R.I.P), Mr. Des Cox, Mr. Tommy Phillips, Mrs.
Tourism Organisation and local Bed and Breakfast and Tourism
Kathleen Coleman, Mr. Liam Farrell and Mrs. Do Do Keane. All have
bodies, neighbouring chambers of Commerce, Carrick-on-Shannon
held office on more than one occasion. The current president is Mr.
Chamber of Commerce has ‘carved a niche’ for itself as the premier
Padraig Glancy.
body in the town.
The Chamber is a voluntary organisation, being funded by
It is fair to say that the town’s progress down the years,
membership, subscriptions and associated membership. New
culminating in its present "phenomenal boom", is in no small way due
members are always welcome. A strong and vibrant Chamber is an
to the efforts of the local Chamber of Commerce.
asset in any town and Carrick-on-Shannon Chamber feels that it is in
The Tidy Town’s committee was revived in 1979 in order to improve
that category.
the town’s image. Under its present chairperson, Mrs. Kathleen
Coleman, ably assisted by
Mai Walsh and a small
dedicated band of helpers
and with the co-operation of
Leitrim County Council, local
residents and shopkeepers,
it has achieved remarkable
success. The town is now
among one of the higher
positions of best-kept and
attractive towns.
The Chamber held its
first Annual Dress Dance in
February 1977, and in 1998
it had as Guest of Honour,
Her Excellency, President of
Ireland,
Mrs.
Mary
McAleese.
Until 1982 Carrick-onShannon was not served by
C.I.E. (now Bus Eireann)
Bus service to Dublin, South
of Ireland or Galway. As a
Former Presidents of Carrick-on-Shannon Chamber of Commerce who were presented with special medallions by President Mary McAleese at
result of suggestions and
their 21st Annual Dinner Dance in the Bush Hotel on 25th March 1998.
Mr. David Dolan (Representing his Father, Late Mr. Jack Dolan (R.I.P.), Mr. George O’Toole; Current President,
pressure from the Chamber, Standing (L to R):
Mr. Padriag Glancy; Mr., Nicholas Campbell; Mr, Des Cox; Mr. Liam Farrell,
we now have daily services Seated (L. to R.):
Mr. Tommy Phillips; Mrs. Kathleen Coleman; Mrs. Beth O'Loan (Representing her Late husband, Pat, R.I.P),
to Dublin (four each way on
Mr. Seamus Peyton ( R.I.P.), Mrs. Dodo Keane.
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unior

Carrick-on-Shannon
Richard Patterson & Michael Duignan

The Carrick-on-Shannon Chapter of Junior Chamber Ireland was
Woco. In all over £1,600 was raised.
established at a meeting in the Bush Hotel on January 12th 1984.
In May 1992 Mrs. Tyler set off to Romania with her husband,
Pat Clifford of Junior Chamber Sligo addressed the meeting. In
their car and trailer loaded with the shoes and clothing she had
attendance were a considerable number of young local people and
collected. They travelled at their own expense and brought
the Inaugural Council was elected. Christina Farrington was
sleeping bags, a tent, cooking utensils, fresh drinking water and
elected President. With an initial membership of around twentytwo extra gallons of diesel to see them through the trip. They also
five Christina got the Chapter off to a strong start in its first year,
brought over the proceeds from the Soccer Marathon. It was an
organising several social events and a number of small scale
almost impossible task to prioritise the children’s needs. After
Community projects. A major decision was taken during the year
much thought it was decided to bank the money as it was hoped to
after some considerable deliberation to hold a Mini-Festival. This
buy a second-hand vehicle to provide adequate transport between
was in response to discussions with the committee of the long
the charity’s various centres. The project received recognition at
running Festival of the Shannon. The Mini-Festival, which was
the Junior Chamber National Conference in Galway in 1992 where
originally called The Carrick Junior Festival, was held on the Whit
Carrick-on-Shannon Junior Chamber received a Runner-up Award
Weekend and was to become an annual event. Over the years the
in the Humanitarian Award Section.
Festival programmes have enlarged and the name was also
Through the years the Chapter has helped raise funds or
changed to the Junior Chamber Community and Arts Festival. The
made annual donations to many organisations including St.
Chapter is very proud of the overall success of its Festivals over
Vincent de Paul, People in Need, the National Council for the Blind
the years. It’s always great to see the streets of the town alive with
(Leitrim Branch), The Kiltoghert Christmas Party, Carrick-onpeople, watching the antics of street entertainers and rocking to
Shannon Community Games and the Breffni Players.
In January 1995, Carrick-on-Shannon Junior Chamber
live bands. Many English visitors and local emigrants book their
hosted the 1st National A.G.M. of Junior Chamber Ireland in the
annual holidays each year to coincide with our Festival over the
Bush Hotel with representatives from different Chapters travelling
June Bank Holiday Weekend. The fireworks have an everfrom all over Ireland. As part of the weekend Junior Chamber
increasing reputation and seem to be more spectacular every year.
Carrick-on-Shannon organised a Peace Seminar sponsored by
Another reflection on the success of the Festival is in the number
Telecom Eireann and A.I.B., Carrick-on-Shannon, with a number of
of Junior Chamber Ireland Awards, five in all, received by the
high profile speakers - David Ervine, Progressive Unionist Party,
Chapter for the running of the Festival.
Dr. John Alderdice, Alliance Party, Alex Attwood, S.D.L.P., Senator
Another project which stands out in the Chapter’s past is a
Gordon Wilson whose daughter Marie, died in the Enniskillen
humanitarian assistance project in aid of Child Care Romania in
Rememberance Day Bombing and James McBarron of the
1992. A local woman, Mrs. Jutta Tyler who was living in Jamestown
Southwest Fermanagh Development Association, with Senator
at the time, approached the Chapter. Mrs. Tyler's son Douglas, a
Paschal Mooney acting as Chairperson for the Seminar.
doctor, had volunteered to work for Child Care Romania for a year.
The Peace through Co-Operation Seminar gave our
The Organisation takes care of abandoned children between the
Organisation an insight into the issues involved in communities in
ages of 5 and 7 years. Douglas’s departure sparked Mrs. Tyler's
Northern Ireland and some of the major hurdles that would have to
interest in the plight of Romanian children. She began to organise
a collection of shoes and clothing.
Even though there was a lot of local
support for her initial efforts, she felt,
however, that she could do even more
with extra help. It was at that stage that
she asked Junior Chamber to get
involved.
A meeting of Junior Chamber was
held to discuss the project. Various
fund raising possibilities were
discussed. It was decided to run a
Soccer Marathon in the Sports
Complex. This was supported by many
different local groups with teams
entered from Telecom Eireann, Carrick
and Kilmore Foroige Clubs, Leitrim and
Carrick Primary Schools, Carrick
Athletics Club, Carrick Ladies' National
League Basketball Team, the local
Members of Junior Chamber, Carrick-on-Shannon after winning two National Awards for their Community and
business people including publicans,
Arts Festival and Community Work in Carrick-on-Shannon.
traders and even solicitors and also
L - R: Richard Patterson, Irene Cox (President ‘99), Michael Duignan and Mary White.
teams from Wessel Industries and
71
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The following have served as Chapter Presidents

be crossed to bring peace to the people in the North. David Ervine
spoke of how the Peace process had to be taken in small steps to
achieve lasting peace in Northern Ireland.
James McBarron of the Southwest Fermanagh Development
Association addressed the Seminar using slides to demonstrate
how one local community in Fermanagh came together to form a
Co-Op which was set up to provide employment around their area:
fixing up old houses, providing workers for the local farms and
encouraging local enterprises involving both Catholic and
Protestant working together to build strong bonds and provide
opportunities for their community. Mr. McBarron received a great
round of applause following his address and gave the Junior
Chamber members in attendance a positive insight into what could
be achieved by a community working together.
The Conference was an outstanding success with our Peace
Seminar making the R.T.E. Six and Nine O'Clock News Bulletins
plus all National newspapers and Local Radio Stations.
The weekend Conference was a great advertisement for our
Chapter to promote Carrick-on-Shannon as an exciting town to
visit. The work required behind the scenes provided the organising
committee with a great learning experience. That is what Junior
Chamber is all about: personal development for its members while
working with and for the local community.
One of the annual projects our members enjoy is taking part
in the Annual Easter Party for the special children who attend St.
Ciaran's School, Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon. The love and
warmth shown by the children during the party gives our members
great satisfaction.

1983 - 1984 Christina Farrington.
1984 - 1985 Gerry Taylor.
1985 - 1986 Gerry Faughnan.
1986 - 1987 Caroline Healy.
1987 - 1988 John Maguire.
1988 - 1989 Antoinette Fitzmaurice.
1989 - 1990 Gerry Faughnan.
1990 - 1991 Aine Murray.

1991 - 1992 Siobhan Finnegan.
1992 - 1993 Michael Duignan.
1993 - 1994 Catherine Martin.
1994 - 1995 Linda Byrne.

1995- 1996 Teresa Gill.
1996 - 1997 Teresa Gill/Davy Davis.

1997 - 1998 Davy Davis.

1998- 1999 Irene Cox.

Main Street,
Carrick-on-Shannon

Bidge Street,
Carrick-on-Shannon

Photos Courtesy: Jim Gorman
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The Credit Union in Carrick-on-Shannon
J.J. Guckian

From a small beginning in 1971, Carrick-on-Shannon and
District Credit Union has grown and flourished and it now has
approximately 3,500 members and savings of over £6,000,000.
In the past year, its turnover exceeded £20,000,000 and loans
issued to members amounted to £2,451,000.
As a Credit Union, is a voluntary, democratic, self-help co
operative, its’ success can only be measured by how well it has
served its’ members and their needs throughout the years. We
can justly claim that the growth and development of Carrick-onShannon and District Credit Union Limited, is proof of the
sustained high quality of service provided by it since its
foundation.
This growth and development has been made possible by
the loyalty of its’ members, by the efficiency and courtesy of all
who work inside its doors and particularly by the commitment,
dedication, skill and hard work of the many volunteers, who,
down the years, have devoted so much of their time in
conducting the administrative affairs of the Credit Union without
any thought of reward, except the satisfaction of a job well done.
On the occasion of the celebration of our 28th anniversary,
we can reflect with pride on the achievements of the past and

look forward with confidence to the challenges and opportunities
of the new millennium. All the members, as well as the directors,
supervisors and staff who have served the Credit Union so well
over the years, should be proud of our Credit Union and of its
central role in the local community. Our Credit Union is part of an
extremely strong movement with over two million members
nation-wide, and savings in excess of £3.275 billion. It is
gratifying to be part of such a vibrant Credit Union family.
The Credit Union Act, 1997, was commenced on 1st
October 1997. This Act consolidates existing Credit Union
legislation and provides an updated framework for the
development and regulation of the movement.
While
safeguarding the community self-help principles, to which the
movement is dedicated, the Act provides for the development of
a range of services, which Credit Unions may offer to their
members. Amended standard rules based on this Act have now
been agreed with the Registrar of Friendly Societies and have
been adopted and registered. In addition to the usual savings
and borrowing facilities, our Credit Union also provides a
number of other services to its members at present:

Front Row (L to R):
Back Row (L to R):

The Directors. Supervisors and Staff of Carrick-on-Shannon and District Credit Union Limited 1999.
Gertrude Gillen, Joe Ganley. Mary Craig. John James Guckian, Irene Connolly. Anne Rynn and Bernadette Philips.
Michael O'Brien, Bernadette Guckian-McLoughlin, John P. Carney, Dorothy Clarke, Anne Horan. Fergus Millar, Bernadette Dockery, Anne McHugh

Missing from Photo:

and Joe Lowe.
Noel Crossan, Bernadette Beirne, Michael Clancy, Caroline Daly-Finn and Robert McNabb.
Photo Courtesy: John J. Guckian
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The Credit Union movement for a number of years has accepted
the concept of a standard information system. The proposal has
provoked a considerable amount of discussion and debate
within the movement. The concept and benefits of this approach
to provide for the current and future needs of Credit Unions and
their members have been accepted by our Credit Union, which
has pledged its support. The system will allow Credit Unions
access to modern financial services such as Laser Cards,
Paypath salary payments, Debit Card transactions, Pension and
other Benefit payments, Standing Orders and electronic clearing
systems. The system will be owned and controlled by the Credit
Union movement. The contract has now been signed for the
implementation of the system, which will proceed on a phased
basis over the next four years. The fundamental reason for
providing this standard system is to protect Credit Unions and
provide them with a basis for secure and sustained growth in the
next millennium and is an investment by the movement in its
own future.
Finally, the current low interest environment and increased
competition from other financial institutions are a considerable
challenge to us. The impact of such pressures on our traditional
approach to interest rates, dividend and investment policies has
been sudden and traumatic. This has necessitated a
fundamental review of our approach and attitude to our
members. As we go forward to the new millennium, we must
ensure that membership of our Credit Union provides, among
other things, real and tangible benefit to all members. We must
react to the new situation by good and prudent management,
which will enable us to give the best loans the best return on
savings available to each of our members.

Home Union Voluntary Health and BUPA and Star Plan
Insurances
Foreign currencies

Our Board of Directors has been involved in a very positive
way in community projects, business development in association
with Leitrim Partnership, sponsorship of sports, cultural and
charitable organisations and in organising an annual Schools’
Quiz and a poster competition. In so doing, we are assisting
other voluntary groups and promoting awareness of our Credit
Union.
A Working Group set up by the Minister for Finance
following the publication of the Finance Bill in February of last
year has recommended that the Credit Union share be treated
in a different manner to other savings. The report which was
submitted to the Minister on 1st October last has recommended
that the first £375 earned in dividend should be tax free,
between £375 and £750 dividend should be taxed at 20% DIRT
and if a member’s dividend exceeds £750 in a year, the full
dividend would be liable to DIRT at 20%, while Credit Unions will
not be obliged to report individual members in this situation.
The Government has published the report on the
implementation of a Single Regulatory Authority. The report has
addressed all areas of financial services’ provision and the
appropriate method of regulation of the organisations providing
these services. The Advisory Group recommends that Credit
Unions should be included under the proposed Single
Regulatory Authority, but also recommends that an independent
statutory position of Registrar of Credit Unions be established.
The movement is at present conducting a detailed analysis of
the findings and their implications for Credit Unions.

Snooker expert the late Jim Cummins demonstrating his skills to a captive audience after the opening of the Snooker Club in 1975 in Saint Mary's Hall.

Looking on from left are:
Malachy Molloy, Canon Slator, Billy Whyte, Padraig McDermott, Padraig McWeeney and Sister Eva.
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HISTORIC JAMESTOWN
Fr. Joe O’Dowd SM

It is difficult for one living in 1999 to visualise what Jamestown and
its environs must have looked like in 1000A.D. The roads were
there as now. There were no sluice gates or bridges on the river
Shannon. Ireland as we know was for the most part wooded and I
suppose the Jamestown area was no exception.

territories. It is said that the nearest crossing point of the Shannon
to Jamestown was Lanesboro.
In 1172 a battle took place near Jamestown between the
Normans and the Irish O’Rourke helped by O’Connor in which the
Normans were routed. This was called the battle of Ath an gCaip the Forde of the Horses - named because so many horses of the
Normans were killed. It is significant that beside the village a
drinking place for cattle is called the "Horse Track".
Much has been written about the famous Synod of
Jamestown in 1650 and the exploits of Sarsfield in 1690-91 that
mention may be just made of them.

NAME
The one thing we are sure of is that it was not called Jamestown.
Cill Srianan was the old name for it - called after a holy man - St.
Srianan. It must have got that name after the coming of St. Patrick
in 432 A.D.
The ancient inhabitants would be part of Muintir Eolais, ruled
by petty chieftains owing allegiance to the O’Rourkes and
O’Connors or their predecessors. The name Cill Srianan was later
Anglicised to Kilshrennan and used in old legal documents.

THE ABBEY & GRAVEYARD
The old Franciscan Abbey was there before 1641. It was probably
a very extensive building built along the Shannon in the graveyard
area. It probably housed the Bishops, Abbots, Lords and their
retinues during the famous Synod. The monks looked after the
spiritual need of the people and probably taught school. A tree
lined walk at the back of the present community centre was called
by the old people "The Friars’ Walk". The present ruin is all that
remains and it was probably a chapel or chapter room for the
monks.

RIVER SHANNON
The Shannon played a very important role in the later development
of the importance of Jamestown as a town. With no sluice gates to
draw it up, the river was very shallow and therefore very fordable,
enabling the invaders, the Normans, to cross into O’Rourke’s

Pictured at Jamestown the late Venerable Archdeacon Patrick Donohoe, P.P., V.F., Parish Priest of Kiltoghert from 1932 - 1955 (right of photo) with the late Bishop McNamee
(Bishop of Ardagh & Clonmacnois) and the late Canon Masterson (Mohill), at the 1950 Tri-Centenary celebrations at the Shannonside Village.
Photo Courtesy: Billy Gilligan
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father who was engaged in building walls along what is now the
road from the village to the new bypass. Sure enough the
abutments of these walls are still there covered with mud and
briars.

Encircling this old ruin is the Graveyard. Some very old
gravestones have been discovered there - some dating back to
1600's -1700’s. From the entrance gate to the Shannon on the left
hand side was called "The Strangers’ Plot".
An interesting point about the Synod of Jamestown is that
access to Jamestown must have been relatively easy whether by
road or river allowing the participants to come from so many
different parts of the country.

SNIPPETS
1.

Did you ever hear of "The Kilshrennan Co-operative Society"?
Well it existed in 1920. The locals formed it when the landlord
was leaving. They were dealing with the National Bank
through the Land Commission to get a loan to buy the divided
estate. The loan was to be repaid quarterly to the land
Commission.

2.

The Fair Green - A triangular patch of land between the
Carrick and Tully roads.

3.

The Old School House - Ruins still there at Michael Kenoy’s
farmyard. The teacher lived at the ‘Cutaway Hili’. Mr. Rowley
of Mountcampbell visited it a couple of times a year and gave
prizes to the pupils who excelled in the "Three R's".

WALLS & ARCH
The Normans built the village. In revenge for the defeat at Ath an
Gcaip they attacked the inhabitants, slaughtered them and seized
all their "Black Cattle". Before leaving they built a castle for
protection. Later they built walls around the town. One Ordinance
Survey Map showed the walls extending along the Shannon from
the Graveyard to the Bridge and from there through the fields at the
back of the present house to the Arch. Somewhere near the Bridge
another arch was built. This was later demolished. The arches were
probably thick pillars of stone with a heavy iron or wooden gate. No
Irish were allowed to live within the walls. The gates were opened
at sunrise and closed at sundown and all Irish working inside were
to be out of the town by sunset. Landlord O’Beirne restored the
Arch and turreted it, giving it a most pleasing aspect.

O’BEIRNE LANDLORD

He was what was called "A Castle Catholic", loyal to the Crown and
so allowed to keep possession of his estate. He built the Church,
the old National school - a two storied building where we all
learned our ‘ABC.’ The present Community Centre with all its
amenities is built on the site. It was he who built the arch and what
is called the ‘Tower’. They say he was a fair man, just to his tenants,
and gave much needed employment to those who needed it.
Humanity Martin from Galway was M.P. for Jamestown. He
was the originator of the R.S.P.C.A.

THE FAMINES RELIEF WORKS
The Old Mill House, called Leslie's House, was used to
accommodate the overflow of patients from the old County Home
in Carrick.
An old lady told me recently that her grandmother told her
mother as a little girl that she remembered bringing food to her

Two well known Carrick-on-Shannon personalities the late Paddy Hyland and Alan Dunne
photographed in Dunne's garden with Saint Mary's Church in the background.
Photo Courtesy: B. Hyland
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Carrick-on-Shannon & District Historical Society
Cumann Seanchais Muintir Eolais
Sean Gill

be surveyed today with the same amount of ease and safety.
Many other buildings, Gate Lodges etc., have been recorded in
the same way, some of which have now disappeared. A pamphlet
was published on the Costello Memorial Chapel in the town of
Carrick-on-Shannon, built in 1877/79 by Edward Costello as a
mortuary chapel for his wife. It is a major tourist attraction in the
town and is probably the most photographed building in the area.
Meetings are held each month and lectures on a wide
variety of topics arranged, i.e., buildings of note, monuments,
Archaeological sites, the social history of Games, Dancing,

Carrick-on-Shannon and District Historical Society was founded
in 1992 with a view to reawakening interest in the history of the
area which encompasses parts of South Leitrim and North
Roscommon, known from ancient times as Muintir Eolais. It is an
area rich in history and the aim of the Society is to research its
many aspects of historical interest and make them available to
present and future generations.
The inaugural meeting of the Society was held in the County
Hotel on the 4th November 1992 and a constitution was adopted
which would govern the running of the Society. The first year it

Members of the Presentation Brothers' Carrick-on-Shannon Marching Band. The band was founded by Brother Martin in the late 1950’s and played at
Back Row (L to R):

football matches, festivals and fleadhanna throughout the country.
Joseph Cox, Sean Gilmartin, Michael Conlon, George Armstrong; Bertie O’Rourke, Dermot McNabb, Morgan Kilgannon, Jim Armstrong,

Front Row (L to R):

Noel Heeran (R.I.P.), Damien Mitchell, Adrian Wrafter, Oily Burke (R.I.P.), John Burke, Padraic Feeley, Vincent Gorman (R.I.P), Jackie Kilgannon,
Ronald Stanford (R.I.P), Brian McDermott.
Cecil Curran, Padraic Padden, Eddie Guckian, J.J. Flynn (R.I.P), Pat Quinlan, Pearse Hyland, Paddy Breen, John Murtagh, Tony Duignan,

Seated (L to R):

Brian McLoughlin, Tom Flanagan, Frank Donoghue, P.J. Stanford, Declan McWeeney (R.I.P), P.J. Moran, John Francis Moran.
John Mulhern. John J. Glancy, Mel Gorman, Tony Moran, Derek Whyte. Gene Anderson, Sean O’Toole, Michael O'Rourke, Cyril McHugh.
Photo Courtesy: Presentation Brothers

attracted one hundred members and since then the membership
has not dropped below eighty. Buildings and places of historical
importance were identified and all details known to date were
recorded. One instance is Drumhierny House, near Leitrim
Village, the family seat of the La Touches which had been in a
state of decay for some years. It was surveyed by members of
the Society, photographed and a plan drawn to show
architectural features, layout etc. This proved an important
project as the house is now in a dangerous state and could not

«

Music, the Famine Years, to mention but a few. A Photographic
survey of the town was carried out by a FAS Team in 1992/93
and a lot of material was gathered and catalogued and this
formed a very useful base for the production of the Book "Carrick
Remembered".
The need for publications was recognised and over the
years the Society has been instrumental in publishing the
following books and magazines:
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•
•
•

Booklet on Surgeon Major Thomas Heazle Parke, born in
Kilmore, Co. Roscommon some seven miles from Carrickon-Shannon and buried in Drumsna, Co. Leitrim. He was the
first Irishman to cross Africa with Henry Moreton Stanley
and co-discoverer of "The Mountains of the Moon" a
mountain range in East Central Africa.
Leitrim and the Great Hunger - A book on the Famine and
its effect on the area by Gerard McAtasney.
Leitrim and the Cropies - A book on 1798 (The Year of the
French) by Gerard McAtasney.
Carrick-on-Shannon Remembered - A magazine on the
area with maps plans and a beautiful selection of
photographs, some of which were not published before.

Jamestown Community
Development
Association
Fr. Joe O’Dowd

In late October 1981 four men and eight women met together
and formed the above Association. Shortly after this at a
meeting they decided to build a Community Centre. The old
National School behind the church had been demolished and
nothing but a pile of rubbish remained. It was church property
so they asked the late Canon Ryan P.P. for the site, which was
given to them. They had no funds so they held a 25 card drive
in Kenoy’s pub, which raised £75 and another in McGartys,
where £50 was gathered. Eugene Durkin cleared the site for
£50. This was the first step.
Mr Paddy Doyle, the then County Manager, was
approached and all through he was most co-operative and
helpful. They were directed to Mr. Josie Martin, Development
Officer, who secured an ANCO Scheme for the project. ANCO
were to pay the ganger, Mr. Tommy Shanley and the workers.
The Committee was to provide the materials. An arrangement
was made with AIB, Carrick-on-Shannon, to facilitate them to
a certain ceiling of a loan.
The fundraising started; door to door collections in all the
neighbouring areas from Croghan to Dromod, going in pairs
all over the country. Never once was a contribution refused.
American Tea Parties, raffles, sports, dances, horse racing in
the County Hotel - where most of the big functions were held,
smaller functions in pubs, Church Gate collections at all the
neighbouring churches and many others. The hardware
merchants and all suppliers were most co-operative and gave
credit and help. The ganger and workers were equally hard
working.
Eventually the job was done and a building second to
none was in place. A function room with a maple floor, toilets
and dressing rooms with tiled showers, a spacious kitchen
area fully equipped, oil-fired central heating and spacious
storerooms. A total of 300 chairs were purchased in Dublin.
Volleyball, netball, basketball, badminton, table tennis and
snooker equipment were purchased and ready for use. The
newly consecrated Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. Colm O’Reilly,
performed the opening ceremony and blessing on 31st July
1983.
The total cost was £68.000 - £70,000, and, at the time of
opening, the debt on the building was in the region of £6,500,
which was further reduced by functions later on. The founding
members deserve to be remembered as an example of
community dedication, public spiritedness and self-sacrifice.
They gave of their time, energy and were out of pocket as a
result of their efforts to give their community a worthwhile
monument for recreation and enjoyment in future years. My
wish is that their efforts will not be in vain.
One could say it was Jamestown’s ‘Miracle of the
Millennium’!

Since the Society was founded a large number of
photographs and artefacts have been collected and donated
which otherwise would have languished in albums and attics and
eventually be lost.
Plaques have been erected to commemorate the following:
T.H. Parke, African Explorer (on the Town Hall in Bridge Street);
Carlo Bianconi of road transport fame who had a depot in town
(on Quay Road); the remains of Carrick-on-Shannon Castle
built c1613, when the town got its Charter from King James 1 (on
the by-pass); Susan Langstaff Mitchell, Poet and Satirist, born
in Carrick-on-Shannon in 1868(on Brendan Lynch’s house in
Bridge Street); Transport on the River Shannon 1760 - 1960
(on the Old Barrel Store on the Quays).
Carrick-on-Shannon Rowing Club (founded 1836) has
erected a plaque on their new clubhouse to the memory of three
oarsmen, members of the Club, drowned in a tragic boating
accident in 1933. This plaque is based on the design of the
Historical Society and is in keeping with all other plaques erected
by the Society.
One of the major undertakings by the Society was the
restoration of the Famine Graveyard at the rear of St. Patrick’s
Hospital (formerly the Workhouse erected in 1841). It is now a
Garden of Remembrance (opened by her Excellency Mary
McAleese, President of Ireland, on 18th July 1998) with a central
fountain. Part of it has been planted to encourage wild life; the
remainder is grassed with ornamental shrubs, which together
with the silence, which is achieved by its location, makes it a
place of tranquillity and peace. This has now become part of
Carrick-on-Shannon Town Trail. Members of the Society conduct
walking tours of the town during festivals and on National
Heritage Day.
Since 1992, the Society has had very successful outings to
such places as Clonmacnois, Athlone Museum, Folk Park in
Belfast, Derry, Armagh, Devenish Island, Birr Castle, Sean
McDermott’s cottage in Kiltyclogher, etc.
Presently the Society and representatives of the Church of
Ireland are investigating the possibility of using St. George’s
Church as a Joint place of worship and Museum/lnterpretive
Centre. A feasibility study has been carried out and it is our hope
that it will succeed and become a reality. A Museum is long
overdue in Carrick-on-Shannon. The Crest is based on the
Corporation Seal of Carrick-on-Shannon.
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SPORTING CLUBS
property. Activities of the club were touring and some racing. In
addition to paddling on the Shannon, trips were arranged on most
Whitewater rivers in the locality, the Boyle, Feorish, Owenmore and
Cong, with weekend trips to the more challenging Wicklow rivers.
In races on the major rivers of the country, Jim Gorman was
particularly successful, with Johnny Kelly and Mick Feeney also in
contention. Indeed Jim won the White Water section of the Liffey
Descent in 1965, a year which saw the biggest flood ever on the
Liffey. It was a good year for the club as Johnny Kelly came second.
Rumour has it that Johnny didn't really expect to be in contention
for a prize and had brought some provisions with him - bananas
and a ‘baby’ brandy. However, with the flood, a lot of the serious
racers went for swims at the weirs, so a few miles from the finish
when Johnny was told he was lying third, the bananas went
overboard, a mouthful of brandy was swallowed and Johnny
sprinted for the finishing line achieving the silver medal position.
Around this time, John Keaney and Johnny Kelly earned a
reputation for fearlessness when it came to shooting weirs and
waterfalls in their canoes. Some had other names for their exploits
which if proven could have seen both locked up permanently, but
in reality nothing was too high or too dangerous for them. Their
crowning glory was perhaps the descent of Ballisodare Falls.
In 1968 the late Vincie Gorman bought the first K1. A pure
racing boat. Neither Vincie or the other members realised the effect
this would have on the club. Within a year there were five K1 's and
two K2’s in the club and the main activity became competitive

Canoeing in Carrick
- A Personal Perspective B. Hyland

Riverside towns always produce a few citizens for whom to quote
from Kenneth Grahame’s ‘Wind in the Willows’: "there is nothing absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as simply messing
about in boats". Carrick was no different, and some people went to
great lengths to produce weird craft, remember Willie Winters'
water bicycle? - an attraction at Regattas in the Thirties. There
were people ‘messing’ about in canoes or kayaks in the early years
of the century in Ireland but no record of such activities exist for
Carrick.
The first canoe within living memory in Carrick is when Alan
Dunne and Paddy Hyland removed the bow and stern sections
from an old outrigger and then joined the sections to form a canoe
- at least that’s what they called it. The same two gentlemen
seemed somewhat averse to physical exertion as a photograph
taken in 1935 of them in the craft, accompanied by a dog called
‘Grouse’, shows an outboard engine attached. During the early
forties Edwin Lillie and the Dunne twins, Angus and Greg, began
building kayaks from plans in hobbyists’ magazines. These were
the traditional types, a light wooden frame covered by fabric.
During the war years the fabric was calico, primed with linseed oil,
then painted, while after the war the fabric was from surplus
barrage balloons. Greg continued canoeing during the fifties with
an Indian-type canoe, and Noel O’Driscoll of Shannon Navigation
House also had a canoe.
The idea for forming a canoe club in the town arose at a
meeting of the Festival of the Shannon Committee in 1964 when
someone, nobody now remembers whom, suggested running a
canoe race as one of the Festival events. When the Irish Canoe
Union was contacted they suggested the formation of a club in the
town to run the event. As a result a number of locals, mainly
members of the Rowing Club set up the Carrick Canoe Club in the
Spring of 1964. No minutes of the inaugural meeting exist but
notes of a meeting on 4th May 1964 refer to the newly formed club.
Present at that meeting were Raymond Glancy (R.I.P), Tommy
Nerney, Nicholas Campbell, Angus Dunne, Jim Gorman, Gerry
Murtagh and Michael Feeney and each contributed the sum of five
shillings to pay affiliation fees to the Irish Canoe Union. Others
active in the club at this stage were Greg Dunne, Gabriel Cox,
John and Eithne Conway (R.I.P.) and Monica Gallogly.
The first race was held in July of that year from Leitrim to
Carrick and was supported by paddlers from all over Ireland.
Guinness Group Sales, who financially supported the race for
many years, sponsored the British champions travelling to Carrick
to compete against the top Irish Double crew. They also funded the
building of a state-of-the-art K2, a racing double, which was used
in the club for many years. Its name "GIGFY" - Guinness is Good
For You.
During the next few years members built their kayaks, similar in
construction to those of the forties, but now covered by PVC
coated fabric. A clubhouse was built in a corner of the Rowing Club

*

Carrick Marathon 1975
Breffni Hyland (1st) at Jamestown Weir.
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racing. No longer could time be spent touring, serious training on
the Shannon became the order of the day, and this led to the
alienation of some older members who were not interested in such
activities. By the early seventies Carrick was fielding a very
successful team at races all over the country comprising Mick
Feeney, Vincie Gorman, the Mitchell Brothers, George Armstrong
and the Hyland brothers in K boats with Brian McDermott, Mary
Dunne, John Conway (R.I.P.), John Dunne and a very capable
Junior, Charles Miney in the Open Singles. Among many
successes, the highlights include the K2 crew of Feeney/Hyland
winning the Irish K2 Championship in 1970; the Slalom Section of
the Liffey Descent on three occasions; the premier K1 event at
Carrick in 1974 and 75 and at Fermoy in 1976 and the selection of
club members for Irish teams in Germany, Spain and the U.K.
However, the three M’s, marriage, mortgages and migration
gradually ended the ‘glory’ days as people moved from Carrick.
Indeed by the end of the seventies only your author was competing
in national events, paddling his last race in 1988.
The Marathon race first organised by the club in 1964 has been
held annually since. In 1965 the course was from Drumsna to
Carrick via Jamestown Weir and this course was increased to
seventeen miles in 1971, with the start and finish in Carrick and
passing though Jamestown Weir, Drumsna and Albert Lock. It is
this course that is used to the present day. It is without doubt the
best racing water in the country; consequently the Carrick
Marathon is used by the Irish Canoe Union as a selection race for
our International Teams. When International events were staged in
Ireland it was this course that was used for the Europa Cup in 1979
and 1980 and a lengthened version for the World Cup in 1984 and
1987, when canoeing nations from all over the globe competed in
Carrick..
And what of a future for canoeing in Carrick? It’s safer to make
no predictions, they tend to be totally wrong. However, your
author’s intentions are, that having misspent his youth and middle
age canoeing, to misspend his old age in a similar fashion. If
Kenneth Grahame had given the Water Rat a canoe instead of a
boat then surely Ratty would have exclaimed, "there is nothing absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as simply messing
about in canoes"

Blinded by the Brilliance of Grace
I stood there still, this morning,
Fearing I would burst out laughing against my will;
Worried I would leave the altar in disgrace,
And that my reverence would be lost,
Prayingfervently to Jesusfor love during Mass,
Closing my eyes and lifting up myface;
When the priest said: "The Body of Christ" and gave me
the Host;
I was blinded by the brilliance of Grace.

Caimck Town
A Poem by Sonny Lynch
From The Shores of Lough Bran

O'h CaRRick Town op high Renown
It's This to you I'LL say,
ALrbougb youn pace is changing
StiLL I'm with you aLL The way.

I swam out pnom youn oLd poun poLes
RighT down to Canuck Quay
And unden youn majestic Bnidge
Down Towands O'DriscoLL's Bay.
No boats wene mooned to ban my path
As I paddLed on my way,
I wonden was it berren Then
Ob who am I to say.

I was veny pond op dancing
And I went to youn Town Hall,
To bean Rnank Munnay's anisic
Which was the best op aLL.
And opren to The Gaiety
Wbene Stephen Ganvey used to pLay,
Ob God nest you Johnnie Cantby
May heaven be youn way.

But The pamiLies in CaRRick town
Wene biggen than today
And rbene wene gnoups op meRRy youngstens
WitIj LauglrteR bnigbT and gay.

John Rooney, 11th March 1999.

The past cannot be regained,
although we can learn from it;
the future is not yet ours
even though we must plan for it.
TIME IS NOW
We have only today,
Charles Hummell
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A pew op Them have settLed bene
But ojost have gone away
I aret them since in BiRmincbam
J
In Boston and ToRQiiay.
Some mone op them God caLLed away
Ob yes away to sray
Who wiLL neven mone see CaRRick Town
Or O'DkiscoLL's LoveLy bay.

The Rowing Club
Nessa Campbell

Senior Sculling Championship in 1976 and retained the title for
Founded in 1836, Carrick-on-Shannon Rowing Club is the
second oldest rowing club in Ireland. It has been in existence
the next ten years until 1986. In 1979 Frances competed in
ever since although it has needed the kiss of life every now and
various International Regattas in Europe and her first World
then to maintain that continuity.
Championship in Yugoslavia. In October 1979, Frances began her
For various reasons, including the club being burnt down by
preparation for the 1986 Moscow Olympics, where she finished
the Black and Tans during the ‘Troubles' and the fact that there
seventh.
weren’t many local papers in circulation at that time, records of
Unfortunately tragedy has also been a part of the Club’s long
the earlier days are very scarce. The first records of a regatta date
history. On May 19th 1933, an accident occurred and three young
from 1855, although it is believed that Regattas did take place
oarsmen lost their lives. A Senior Four out for a row got into
before this, possibly between neighbouring landlords and
difficulty near the "Four Poles". The three who lost their lives were
tenants. In the latter half of the nineteenth century Regatta Day
William McNutt, Guard P. Conneely and Patrick Rooney. The two
was a big social event, it became an annual meeting place for
survivors were George Rogan, who was cox and Paddy Harvey.
many old friends.
In more recent years, junior scullers have gained good results
In the 1920’s there were no Regattas held as the country was
for the club, but unfortunately the club continues to lose many of
in the middle of the Civil War. It is known that the clubhouse was
its juniors who leave Carrick to continue their education. Carrick
re-located and rebuilt in 1923 to where it now stands. The
Rowing Club has extended its activities to Tour Rowing, which is
Regattas resumed in 1925, surviving World War 11 and
very popular with Continental Clubs. The Tour Rowing boats are
continuing on to this very day. Clubs from all over the country,
a cross between a racing boat and a pleasure boat. These boats
both North and South, would travel to Carrick-on-Shannon for the
are comfortable for long distances and have storage area for
Regatta. It had become a weekend affair not just one day of
items such as tents, clothing and food. After negotiations with the
races. Many clubs would arrive on the Friday evening and not
German Rowing Federation, they agreed to base a number of
leave until Monday. The weekend would be full of music and fun
tour boats in the club and as a result during the summer months
- a large marquee was placed in the Market Yard for the regatta
many different clubs from all over Europe come to Carrick for tour
dance. Music was provided by such groups as The Flying Carlton
rowing. This is of great financial benefit to the club and indeed the
Band and The Trevor Jenkins Broadcasting Orchestra. Local
town.
groups included Frank Murray's Band. Many of these functions
In July 1998 saw the never-ending dedication and work of the
lasted well into the night and early morning.
club's committee come to fruition with the opening of the new
Down through the years the club, like many other clubs in
Clubhouse. It is a great achievement for the club and one the
small provincial towns, had only occasional modest success, but
town should be very proud of. The Clubhouse was officially
no championship victory. Fortunately that all changed in 1969
opened on 18th July 1998 by President Mary McAleese. With the
when Aidan Nangle began coaching four schoolgirls, all under
new clubhouse it is hoped that the club’s membership will
fourteen years of age. The crew raced Bedford Regatta, which
increase and the club will revive itself to the great centre of rowing
was an International Regatta, in 1969, 1970 and 1971. On each
which it once was.
visit to Bedford they reached
the finals. When the crew went
their separate ways, one girl,
Mary Reynolds remained a
sculler. In 1972 she won the
National Championship, and at
the Home Countries Regatta in
Nottingham, in the same year,
she won silver. In 1973 and
1974 she took gold medals
home. Mary was one of the first
Irish women to represent her
country overseas. The next
great sculler to represent
Carrick Rowing Club was of
course Frances Cryan. Frances
first started rowing in a Girls’
Four in 1974 and began
sculling in 1976. She continued
with success until 1987.
This Ladies Eight competed at Carrick Regatta on August 7th ,1944.
Left - Right: Tommy Morohan (Cox), Betty Morton (Captain & Stroke), Bertha Winters (Vice Captain), Alma Winters,
Frances won the Women’s
Gertie Power, Vera Monaghan, Hazel Church. Alice Cox and Pauline Morton.
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Saint Mary’s Badminton Club
Ken Moran

At the turn of the century badminton was played regularly in Carrick
won Roscommon Division One leagues in 1980, 1985 and 1986:
and has continued to be a very popular game with a high standard
Sligo Division One in 1991 and six Ulster Bank Cups, five in a row.
of play attained by club members.
The club has also won the Breffni League and Knockout and two
St George’s, a Protestant club, was the first badminton club in
Connacht Division One League titles. Eamon McGowan, Ken
the town, the venue being Victoria Hall, Quay Road. This hall was
Moran, Berna Gibbons and Anne Bambrick provided the nucleus of
used in later years by the Vocational School. Some of the people
these successful teams. Other prominent players over the years
who played in that club were George Martin, Peggy Seaman, Pat
were Cecil Tuthill, Ivan Abbott, John Dugdale, Marc Moran, Billy
O’Loan, Fred Hanna, Mrs Laird and Bertha Winters.
Nevin, Diana Louth, Mary O’Donnell and Liz Gallogly.
About 1940 a second club was formed called St. Mary’s
1997 was a glorious year. Our Divisions four and five teams
Badminton Club by Rev. Fr. O’Carroll, the venue being the Town Hall.
qualified for the Connacht Finals in Galway. The Division Four team
The cost of a good racket at that time was 15 shillings (75 pi). Now
defeated Maree from Galway and thus qualified for the All-Ireland
it is about £50. This hall was typical of many venues at that time League Final. In their first match the club had a great win over
just big enough to accommodate the court with about one metre for
Mainster from Limerick 4/3 and in their second and final match they
spectators at the sides, a low ceiling and walls were the end lines of
defeated Glyn from Wexford 5/2 to win the All-Ireland title. The team
the doubles court. However the single court hall created a great
was as follows:
atmosphere. Many excellent matches were played here including
Ladies:
Denise
Nolan
(Captain),
Nicola
Moran,
inter-county. Tom Lyons was the caretaker in the hall. He was always
Mary
O
’
Donnell,
Jessie
Doherty,
Orla
Kenny.
very kind to the members.
Men:
Michael
Morahan,
Ken
Moran,
Niall
Daly,
and
About 1954/55 the two clubs in town amalgamated to form the
Tom
Conlon.
present club "St Mary’s" and played in the Town Hall until the Sports’
Complex opened in 1987. Originally only friendly matches were
On
the
administrative
and
coaching
front
the
club
has
played
played against teams from Mohill, Boyle, Sligo, Elphin, Roscommon
its
part
in
Connacht
Badminton,
providing
senior
club
coaches
and
and Castlerea, the highlight of these matches being the supper
Connacht
team
managers.
Since
the
opening
of
the
Sports
Complex
served afterwards. Prominent members at that time were Ging
the
club
has
organised
open
tournaments,
Connacht
Close,
U/16
Duignan, Walter Harman, Padraig Beatty, Josie Murray, Ronnie
Interprovincial
Tournament
and
the
Irish
U/18
Championships.
Miles, Michael Mulleady, George O’Toole and Greg Dunne.
In
conclusion
the
club
will
continue
to
prosper
as
long
as
willing
Prominent lady members were Eithne Flynn, Liz Gallogly, Margaret
people
come
forward
to
organise
the
club
as
well
as
playing
on
Dunne, Ciss Doherty, Gerty McNutt and Margaret McManus.
teams.
In
this
respect
junior
badminton
is
very
important.
It
holds
the
In 1971 Gill Hogg founded a Junior Club for boys and girls. This
key
to
the
future.
The
All-Ireland
winning
team
contained
two
players
was a very positive step. Gill did great work for the club and
who
are
products
of
our
junior
club.
Badminton
is
a
great
game
for
Connacht badminton. She was a qualified club coach and had
keeping
fit.
It
is
a
non-contact
sport.
You
can
play
to
whatever
levels
represented Connacht as a player at adult level. David Lalor who
you
wish.
Many
Intercounty
footballers
and
hurlers
play
for
fitness,
played for the club and County Leitrim went on to be a triple
co-ordination
and
agility.
Connacht Champion at adult level
for many years.
Junior badminton is still
flourishing due mainly to the efforts
of many over the years , including
Mary O’Donnell, Berna Gibbons,
Gene McGarry, Christine Cann,
Michael Morahan, Peter Layden,
Michael Clancy and Ken Moran. In
1999 the local Community School
won the Connacht U/16 Boys’Team
competition. Two of the most
prominent junior members to
emerge from the club over the past
number of years were Sharon Boyd
and Nicola Moran both of whom
won many Connacht titles and
represented their province at
underage level.
At adult level the first Connacht
title was won in 1960 - the Junior
Carrick-on-Shannon Badminton Team - All-Ireland Club League Winners 1997.
League. Over the years the club
Front Row (L to R): Orla Kenny, Jessie Doherty, Denise Nolan and Nicola Moran
has played in the Roscommon,
Back Row (L to R): Niall Daly, Michael Morahan, Mary O'Donnell, Tom Conlon and Ken Moran
Sligo and Breffni Leagues. The club
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Regatta Day
The greatest social event in the history of Carrick-on-Shannon
must surely be the Annual Regatta. Traditionally held on the
August Bank Holiday Monday it continued on this day until 1988.
In order to suit colleges and schools closed for summer holidays
and the young men of other Clubs, the Carrick Committee decided
to switch the date to the Sunday prior to the Bank Holiday.
The first Regatta ever held in Carrick was on 22nd August
1854. There were very few boats but many other events such as
tug-of-war; road races, etc., took place. The boats used were like
large pleasure boats and turf cots. It was not until 1870, that the
outriggers came into use in the Dublin clubs. In 1871, came the
introduction of the sliding seat and it is from that year that the
present style of racing boat can be dated.
Carrick-on-Shannon had no boathouse or rowing club as such.
Each year shortly before the month of August public meetings
were held in the Courthouse to elect officers and stewards to plan
the Annual Regatta. Subscriptions were requested from the local
gentry and business people of the town. Admission was generally
fixed at one shilling. A Ball & Supper took place in the evening and
at nightfall a grand display of fireworks took place.
Finance to ensure the day's sport was always a problem. In
those early days much depended on the patrons and indeed the
list of patrons in those early years was an impressive one: Charles
Manners St. George Esq., Hatley Manor; E.K.Tenison, Esq., Lord
Lieutenant of the County; H.L. Mountgomery, Esq., MP; Lieutenant
Colonel Clements, Leitrim Rifles; Colonel French, M.P.
Roscommon Militia; Matthew O'Connor, Esq; Captain Saddliers;
Hon. Robert E. King, Rockingham; The Earl of Granard; K.P. Major
Ormsaby Gore M.P; William Peyton, Esq.; T.L. Kirkwood Esq.;
Captain Percy, Captain Cullen; Captain Hastings Brook; Dr.
Bradshaw; Dr. Kiernan and many more.
The Stewards, into whose hands the actual running of the
Regatta was placed, were High Sheriff for the County William
Peyton Esq.; Castlecarrow; Captain Sadlier Lough Allen; Captain
Thompson, Leitrim Rifles; Price W. Cox, Esq., William Hutchinson
Esq.; Thomas Kiernan, Esq.; Edward Moran, Esq., George J
Moore, Esq.; Willaim Lawder Esq.; D.L. John McCann Esq.; Major
Birchall Matthew Hanley, Esq.; J P, A.C. Swayne Esq.; MD;
Treasurer, Patrick Barett; and Hon Secretary, A. O’Connor.
A Grand Stand was erected on the Quay. This was of course
for the aristocracy of the surrounding countryside. Also in
attendance were the Brass Band of the Sligo Rifles, by permission
of Colonel Knox Gore.
Lack of finance and organisation meant there were no
Regattas held during 1887 and 1888. It was revived on the 15th
August 1889 under the auspices of the G.A.A and the Railway
Company. There were excursion trains from Dublin, Sligo,
Ballaghadereen and also from Belturbet and Ballinamore on the
Cavan-Leitrim Railway. There was a brass Band engaged on the
day while both sides of Bridge Street were thronged with fruit
stalls, rifle ranges, Dilisk stalls, trick-of-the-loop men and the
famous three card trick men. Visiting crews came from Dodder,
Dolphin, Neptune, Dublin University and Trinity College. The
"Leitrim Advertiser" reported in 1889: "Last week the Annual
Regatta on the Shannon came off with a more than usual acclaim.

Mike Joe Mahon

From the early hours, the people of the surrounding countryside
poured into the town to witness the day. The flags of all nations
decorated the banks of the beautiful Shannon, barges floated
majestically to and fro, their bows and sterns decorated with flags,
banners and streamers etc. A German Brass band was in
attendance playing enlivening music and stirring airs. The
stewards did all in their powers to amuse the assembled
thousands who all left the place highly satisfied".
In 1901 races for sailing boats were introduced and continued
for a number of years. Mr. James Shaw Notley, Derrybrack, who
was accompanied by his son, was drowned near the “White
Woman” while on his way to Carrick Regatta when his yacht
capsized. His son was saved. Motor boat races were introduced to
the Regatta in 1912.
No crew from Carrick had ever won any National event until
1919. The Maiden Fours Championship of Ireland rowed at Dublin
Metropolitan Two-Day Regatta held at Ringsend was won by John
Dunne, M. McGowan, J. Cummins and John Morahan (Cox), all
from the Carrick Club. This was the club’s only Championship win
until 1972. There were no Regattas during 1920,'21', 22,'23 and
'24, as the clubhouse and boats were burned by the Black and
Tans. The Regatta was revived in 1925. During the lifetime of
Carrick Regatta there were twenty years in which no Regattas
were held. This will mean the Regatta of 2,000 will be the 126th
Regatta.
The river at Carrick has a lot of twists and bends, which does
not lend itself to Championship events. After years of persuasion
the I.N.R.U. granted the Senior Eights Championship of Ireland to
Carrick Regatta. In 1953 four crews competed - Queens
University, Athlunkard, Neptune, and University College, Dublin. It
was won by Queens University, Belfast.
Carrick Regatta, now well out of the Rowing season, is just a
500-metre sprint event. It still provides a large number of races
and a full day’s rowing for all rowing clubs and supporters.
It is with a sense of optimism we row into the new millennium.
We know that, although time changes, the Regatta will always
maintain its high profile in Carrick’s Sporting calendar. I will
conclude this trip down memory lane with a recall of one of many
wonderful side events of long ago.
The Nigger Troup was part and parcel of many great Regattas.
It comprised of lots of young men and boys with blackened faces
in grass skirts accompanied by their leader "Crown Prince WongoTongia" (Paddy Hamilton R.I.P.) seated on his royal throne
mounted on a donkey cart and conveyed with much noise and
music through the streets of the town. Generally at the Town Clock
the parade halted to allow the "Prince’s" 25th Anniversary (Joe
Lowe R.I.P) to sing songs through a hand held megaphone. All
then proceeded to the river where they all piled into boats and
rowed into mid-stream where the effigy of some distant enemy
was set alight and sacrificed. Mercifully no one was ever drowned
in these mad carnivals of fun and gaiety. I can distinctly remember
some of these wonderful mad escapades organised and led by
that never-to-be-forgotten son of Carrick, the late Tommie Gill
R.I.P.
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Carrick-on-Shannon Swimming Pool
Noreen Clancy

Carrick-on-Shannon Swimming Pool was first mooted for the
town by the local Chamber of Commerce. The proposed project
was then handed over to a Swimming Pool Committee formed
after a public meeting held in December 1967. The first such
committee was Chairperson: F. Holt; Vice-Chairperson: F.
Cooney; Treasurer: J. O’Shea; Assistant Treasurer: M. Feeney;
Secretary: P.J. Layden and P.R.O.: G. Dunne. An Appeal for
funds was launched in February 1968 and the following sub
committees were appointed to look after the various aspects of
the project:-

Fitzgerald was elected Hon. Secretary and Mr. Sean Guckian,
Treasurer. The following committee members were elected: Mr.
J. Stenson, Mr. W. Whyte, Mr. B. Macken, Mr. Greg Dunne and
Mr. J.J. Guckian
Various committees continued to further the project and it
was a proud day for the town when on the 30th June 1976, the
new pool was opened. The main contractor appointed was
Acquacon Ltd., Dublin; Ancillary Buildings: Michael
McLoughlin, Carrick-on-Shannon; Toddler’s Pool: Peter Moran,

A happy group of swimmers who took part in the Carrick Gala, August 1992

School sub-committee to
The Gala is an Annual Event held by the Swimming Pool Committee
examine fund raising in
all schools in the town:Drumsna. A company 'Carrick-on-Shannon Amenities’, was
Mrs. J. McDermott,
formed
to operate the Swimming Pool. Since that historic day
Mrs. J. Costello,
in 1976, the pool has proved a marvellous amenity to the
Mr. J. Moore, Mrs. M. Kelleher, Mr. M. Lynch,
children of Carrick-on-Shannon and the surrounding areas.
Mr. S. Peyton, Mr. F. McElgunn, Miss B. Glancy and
Swimming Galas, Community Games competitions, ‘Adults
Mrs. Crowe.
Only’ sessions, Swimming Lessons and Family Entertainment
have all been part and parcel of the life of the pool. With
(4) A Traders sub-committee to contact all outside firms,
resilience and determination we salute the various committees
wholesales and all other sources which might help
for over thirty years that have laboured and toiled to keep the
financially:pool open. The present committee of Gerry O’Rourke, Kevin
Mr.T.P. Flynn, J.J. Flood, G. Murtagh, S. Campbell,
Kennedy, Noreen Clancy, Frank McHugh, Fionnuala McMorrow
B. Lowe, and G. O’Toole.
and Eileen Carey are spearheading the destiny of our pool and
are hoping that an indoor pool can become a reality in the not
At a meeting in May 1971, it was decided by majority vote
too distant future.
that a committee consisting of a Chairman, Treasurer and
Secretary and five members would replace the present
committees. Mr. Hanahoe was elected Chairman; Captain

(3)
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Tennis in Carrick down the years
Nicholas Campbell

entered most provincial club competitions.
There was a very lively social side to the club during these
years particularly for the younger members when matches were
played with neighbouring clubs and the usual tennis "hops" in the
adjacent St. George’s Hall and Town Hall became a feature of the
aftermath of such matches.
Interest in tennis in the town declined in the eighties and early
nineties and the courts gradually fell into disrepair.
In 1997 an opportunity presented itself for the purchase of the
Freehold of the grounds from the Whyte Estate. The property was
subsequently purchased for the sum of £10,000 and a company
limited by guarantee was formed to mange the affairs of the club.
Carrick-on-Shannon Lawn Tennis Club limited was incorporated in
1998.

Carrick-on-Shannon Lawn Tennis Club was founded in 1887.
Admission to membership at that time was by a ballot of the
committee - one black bean in three to exclude. The original
subscriptions were Gentlemen £ 0.10.0 (50p), Ladies £0.5.0
(25p), Family £1.0.0. (£1). The committee of the time was
empowered to invite all officers of Her Majesty's Forces quartered
in Carrick-on-Shannon to become Honorary Members during the
Militia training and to admit the officers of the County Roscommon
Regiment during their annual training and others sojourning
temporarily in the neighbourhood as Temporary Members.
The next recorded set of rules were passed at the Annual
General Meeting in May 1939 when the annual fees were as
follows Family £2.0.0 (£2), Single £1.0.0 (£1), Children (under 14)
£0.10.0 (50p).
The club at that time consisted of one grass court and one hard
court.
In 1956 the then committee decided that the grass court could
not be renovated and it was agreed to have two hard courts. The
quotation of £645.16.0 was accepted for the work involved. This
compares to the price of £11,500 for approx, the same contract
completed in 1998.
In 1936 a lease of the present grounds was given to the
Trustees of the club by the landlord Cecil Harman Baldwin St.
George Whyte of Newtownmanor, Sligo, captain in His Majesty’s
army for the yearly rent of one-shilling (5p).
The trustees at the time were:
John Claudius Beresford
James A Kieran
Eugene O’Neill Clarke
Alfred Ernest Carter
Charles Hume Kirkwood
Shane R Flynn
Cathal Liam Flynn
Tennis continued to be played right through to the early
eighties, and the club was affiliated to the Connacht Branch and

Back Row (L to R):
Middle Row (L to R):
Front Row (L to R):

The following were the first elected directors:
James Gorman
Nicholas Campbell
Gregory Dunne
Aileen Armstrong
Jacqueline Dunne-Matthews Malachy Molloy
Vanessa Campbell
Christopher Lowe
Desmond Cox
Kenneth Murtagh
Having acquired the grounds the Board of Directors set about
the restoration of the courts and this work was completed in July
1998.
The club is deeply indebted to the American Fund for their very
generous financial aid towards this development. Without their
assistance the facilities available today would not be possible.
With further funding from the Department of Tourism, Sport and
Recreation, which is deeply appreciated, the Board is currently
planning the installation of Floodlighting and the provision of a new
Pavilion.
With these new facilities the future for tennis in Carrick-onShannon looks very promising.

Mid 50’s - Occasion of Local Youth Tournament organised by Carrick-on-Shannon Tennis Club
Brother Placid, George Martin, Patsy O'Loan, Maire Maguire, Nuala McGuire, Carmel Mulvey, Pat O’Loan and Joe Moore.
Frances Dunne, Frances Feely, Sheila Heeran, Sheila Hanna, Mary Gilmartin, Tess Bredin, Mirian Murtagh.
Rose Grimes, Marie Grimes, Deirdre Heeran, Dermot Gallagher, Peter Wrafter, Oliver McHugh, Paddy Smallhorne, Tony Moran, Geralding Ring,
Ann Gilmartin.
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Greg Dunne

It was a lovely summer’s evening, a group of town’s lads were sitting
on the wall of Carrick Lawn Tennis Club looking through the iron
railings at a Tennis Tournament being played by Carrick against
Mohill or was it Boyle? It is difficult to remember, as the year was
1937. Mrs Laird and her partner were in full swing winning easily on
the well-manicured grass court nearest the Provincial Bank. (The
said Mrs Laird was Head Teacher of the Church of Ireland Primary
School on Main Street.) Occasionally a ball would be lobbed over the
railings on to St George’s Terrace, and we took great delight in
throwing back the ball. On other occasions a ball spun to the right
and went through the railings separating the Tennis Grounds from
the Provincial Bank basement.
These railings are still there but now in the middle of a concrete
wall. Mid way through the tournament both teams and club officials
retired to Victoria Hall for afternoon tea. How we envied them as we
sat with our noses through the railings. That is as far as we ever got
into those tennis courts!
However, in those days the remainder of the grounds was
covered in tall bushy laurel trees, brambles, long grass, ash trees and
other trees including oak trees and other trees still standing.
What happened the laurel trees, elderberry trees and
brambles? A Mr Steep, Manager of the Provincial Bank, and the
writer, in later years cut down and cleared as much as they could.
Eventually the members of that time cleared the whole area, making
it the last green field area in Carrick.
But while it was still a wooded area, it was a great play area for
the youngsters of Carrick, many a tree-house was built and games

Back Row (L to R)
Front Row (L to R):

played under the canopy created by the oak trees. Occasionally we
crossed the wall to the rowing club grounds and played "Relivio"
using the large number of trees that grew there, now long gone. But
we never ever set foot on the grass courts of the Tennis Club. To us,
it was basically for Protestant families’ use, yet it was left to the
people of Carrick by the Whyte estate for one shilling a year, as long
as it was used as a tennis club. There was no animosity against the
large Protestant community of those days, as they were the people
who played tennis at St George’s and badminton in Victoria Hall.
However, as time went by a new tennis club was formed and
they played in the two courts, in the late John J. Flood’s large garden
at the back of "The One Price Warehouse" a very large drapery store
and residence run by the Flood family.
The late John Dunne also transformed portion of his garden
into a tennis court using his "Summer House" as dressing rooms,
and many town’s people played tennis there.
Members of that new club were the late Paddy Boland, Alan
Dunne, Patricia Dunne, all the Feely family boys and girls, Paddy
Egan and his brother and others whom I can’t recall.
In those far off days no attempt was made to train youngsters
how to play tennis. The adjacent Rowing Club was the only club,
apart from the G.A.A., which attracted youngsters. Most youngsters
learned to play tennis at the Marist Convent Boarding School and
other Boarding Schools...but for some it was too late to start.
However, the newly formed Tennis Club declined, but its
members now joined St George’s Terrace Club and tennis was kept
alive in Carrick with ups and downs or should one say with long and
short volleys!

asketball team representing Carrick-on-Shannon Vocatonal School 1991.
’atrick Doran, Ronan Donohue, Neil McGuire, Darren Glancy, Tomas Kelleher, John Paul Murray, Damien Dorr,
lesmond Bohan, Shane Kelly, Gene Bohan, John Diffley. Donacha Holmes.
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The Athletic Club
John Connolly

Those first officers elected were Chairperson: Michael O’Brien,
Secretary: Bro. Flannan, Treasurer: John Heslin, PRO: Farrell
McElgunn, Committee: Mick Gately (R.I.P), J.P. Newton, Walter
Harman, Joe Flynn, Liam McMahon, Kathleen Morahan, Tommy
Collins, Cornellius McShera, Patsy Guckian, Michael Lynch,
Malachy Molloy and Bro. Terence.
While all the above more than played their part in making the
club the success it is, we have to single out the extraordinary
contribution of one man: Michael O’Brien. Ever since the club’s
inception, Michael has been the heart and soul of Carrick A.C..
From that very first meeting of Carrick A.C., Michael served for
four years as Chairman before taking over as Secretary for an
incredible twenty-one years and only recently stood down from that
position at the Club's AGM in November, 1998 in what ranks as
amazing dedication to the club.
In that time, Michael also served as Leitrim B.L.E. County Board
Chairman, Secretary and numerous positions on the Western
Region BLE/BLOE Board. Michael is also known to generations of
athletes from all around the country for his work as a starter at
local, provincial and national in B.L.E., B.L.O.E., Schools and
Community Games Competitions.
However, Michael is always quick to point out that he was
backboned by a great team of workers down through the years
who gave of their time freely and generously. People such as
Tommy Smith, Bridie and Jim Doran, Rose O’Brien, Maureen
Harney, Billy Gilligan, Mary and Brian Mostyn, Christy Kellegher,
J.P. O'Dowd, Frankie Smith, Mary Gorman, Mary Comerton
(R.I.P), Gerry Duignan, Noreen and Mick Clancy, Michael
Duignan, Mary and Peter O’Donnell,Seamus and Bernee Murray
and John Connolly all helped make the club the success it is.

Carrick-on-Shannon Athletic Club was formed over twenty-five
years ago with the aim of promoting the sport of athletics and all
its disciplines of track and field, cross-country and road running in
a spirit of friendly competition and enjoyment for it’s members.
Since then, the sport of athletics has undergone many radical
changes but the spirit and ethos of Carrick A.C. has remained the
same.
Carrick A.C. is affiliated to Bord Luthcleas Na Eireann (B.L.E.)
and its juvenile counter-part Bord Luthcleas Oganach na h-Eireann
(BLOE). Catering for boys and girls from over seven and up, the
club competes at county, provincial and national level and even
international level in competitions organised by BLE/BLOE,
Schools, Colleges and Community Games.
The club covers a very wide area of both Leitrim and North
Roscommon. The parish of Kiltoghert is joined by Drumsna Village
and the Roscommon parishes of Croghan, Cootehall, Drumlion
and Ardcarne.
Founded in 1973, the club has a proud tradition in all areas of
sport, including administration. The fact that Carrick A.C. has
survived to celebrate over twenty-five years in existence is due in
no small way to the great club spirit and loyalty of our members,
and officials and the co-operation and local support we have
received over the past twenty-five years.
For many years the Club was based in the Showgrounds, Boyle
Road, for outdoor training and St. Mary’s Hall and Cortober Hall for
indoor training during the winter. With the advent of the Sports
Complex, most of the training is now based there with Jumps
training taking place in the summer in the Showgrounds.
Our main training times for primary school children is on a
Tuesday from 5pm to 6pm and on Wednesday from 8pm to 9pm for
Post-Primary students and Seniors. Other specialised training also
takes place after school for athletes attending Secondary School
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4pm to 6pm and on Sunday
mornings, most often in Lough Key Forest Park.
The Club does not confine itself purely to training and has
helped out with raising funds for the People in Need Telethon and
with organising the Connacht Community Games down through
the years.
We also have a social side to the club including Christmas
parties and trips and events such as the World Cross-Country
Championships in Belfast last March when a party of thirty-three
adults and athletes took in the two-day event.
Then there are also the friendships forged in the bus journeys
and competitions around the country that last to this very day - the
craic is a vital ingredient in making a very demanding sport a little
more tolerable and enjoyable when the going gets tough.

Carrick AC’s All-Ireland Medal Winners

Carrick A.C. History
The first ever meeting of the club was held in the Presentation
Brothers' College (now known as Presentation House, which
houses the Medical Centre) on October 22nd 1973. Those present
on the night at the all-important meeting were Mick Gately (R.I.P),
J.P. Newton, Michael O’Brien, Walter Harman, Farrell McElgunn,
John Heslin, Bro. Flannan Hickey (now Bro. Andrew Hickey), Joe
Flynn, Liam McMahon, Kathleen Morahan, Tommy Collins,
Corneillus McShera, Patsy Guckian, Michael Lynch, Malachy
Molloy, Bro. Terence, Patricia Quinn (now Griffin), and Padraig
Griffin.

'

Carrick-on-Shannon Athletic Club has a proud history at
National level with over forty of our athletes winning All-Ireland or
National medals at BLOE, Irish Schools, BLE, University or
Community Games competitions through the years.
The club’s first National medal was won back in 1975 when
nine-year-old Paul Newton took third in the U-11 Shot Putt and
went on the following year to win the same event. To list medal
winners and their events would simply take up too much space but
here are the names of those who stood on a National medal
podium: Paul Newton, Damian Faughnan, Fergus O’Brien, Brenda
Ganly, Alice Coleman, Gerry O'Brien, Donal Smith, Pauric
Bermingham, Mary O’Brien, Thomas McGuinness, Padraig Farrell,
Ollie McGuinness, Derek Gilbane, Siobhan McWeeney, Thomas
Reynolds, Mary Morohan, Brenda Gilligan, Jacqueline McNamee,
Clodagh Crowe, Fionnuala Mulvey, Andrew Cullen, Linda Mostyn,
Michelle Clancy, Rachel Carr, Emma White, Dearbhla Doran,
Glenna Murray, Gemma Gorman, Barry Guckian, Ann Hayden,
Aiden O’Donnell, Richie Doran, Niall Comerton, John Keenaghan,
Sarah Neary, Michelle Keenaghan, Catriona Gately, Cormac
Kellegher, Colin Moystn and Brian O’Donnell.

Carrick AC’s Internationals
If winning an All-Ireland medal is a highlight, there is no doubt
that for an athlete, representing your country is the greatest feat
one can achieve short of winning medals in the Olympics, World or
European Championships.
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And while everyone at the Club is
rightly proud of those who have won
Nationals medals, there is an even
more exclusive club - those who
have represented Ireland at
International level while members of
Carrick AC.
And what makes it all the more
amazing was that for a period of
nearly thirteen years from 1984 to
1996, Carrick A.C. had someone don
the green singlet in International
competition. Below we list those who
have managed that incredible feat
and their events: Fergus O’Brien:
High Jump; Donal Smith: High Jump;
Orla McGuinness: Hurdles & Long
Jump; Padraig Farrell: CrossCountry & Steeplechase; Siobhan
McWeeney: Multi-Events; 100m
Long Jump and Hurdles; Linda
Moystn: Javelin; Rachel Carr: High
Jump.

WORLD CROSS

COUNTRY
CHAMPIONSHIPS
ft

BELFAST 1999

27th 28th MARCH

Carrick AC Members pictured on their trip to the World Cross-Country Championships in Belfast in March ‘99

1999 Officers:
Chairperson:
Vice-Chairperson:
Secretary/P.R.O.:
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer:
Asst. Treasurer:
Registrar:

Carrick A.C. - The Future
As for the future of the Club starting into the new Millennium, it
looks quite good. Numbers attending training are up but it is the
spirit of the athletes themselves and the continuing dedication and
love of the sport of the officials that will keep the club going long
into the new Millennium.

Mary Mostyn.
Brian Mostyn.
John Connolly.
Michael O’Brien.
Ann Warnock.
Mary O'Donnell.
Bernee Murray.

Boxing in Kiltoghert
The Kiltoghert Boxing Club was formed in 1978 by local man,
Michael Flynn. It was appropriate that a former pupil of Kiltoghert
School would go back there and teach the kids the art of boxing.
Boxing is in a sense a controlled form of aggression where
emphasis is on skill rather than sheer power. Michael, a former
boxer himself, never lost interest in sport for youngsters in what
was mainly a Gaelic Football stronghold.
Success did not take long to come. In the first year five boxers
won Connacht titles. Hugh Gralton of Effernagh was the first AllIreland champion the club produced, then last year Martin
McDonagh of Mohill matched Gralton’s feat. Vincent Earley of
Annaghbradican was the club’s five times provincial champion,
which was an astonishing record. Other boxers to win titles in
Connacht for the club were: Dodo Cullen, Mickey Daly, Enda
Burke, Frank Early, J.J. McWeeney, Adrian and Enda O’Brien,
Brian Madden, Gary Flynn, Alan and Anthony Mulvey, Edward
Lynch, Michael Regan, Frank Whitney, Kevin Geheran, John
Brennan, Ronan Padden and John and Gerard McDonagh.
Kiltoghert Boxing Club is unique as a club with boxers from
Drumsna, Carrick, Drumboylan, Leitrim, Mohill and further afield
having worn the Kiltoghert singlet in the past. It has a great
tradition of uniting different races, as there is a great unity between
the travelling and settled communities. The McDonagh family in
Mohill are a travelling family and are key members of the present
club. They have proven if travellers are given equal opportunities in
sport that they are a match if not better than members of the
settled community.

Bryan Whitney

Hugh Gralton, National Youth's Boxing Champion 1991 - A first for the club.
Photo Courtesy: Michael Flynn

Every year Kiltoghert Community Centre hosts the Annual
Boxing Tournament. Such tournaments are nights of unrivalled
entertainment for spectators. Boxing is now becoming a popular
sport in the urban areas for girls. Girls have been known to use the
sport for training and for fitness in Kiltoghert in the past. Some
have even managed to defeat a few of the boys in the ring. Let's
hope Kiltoghert B.C. can look forward to as good a future as its
past.
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Carrick-on-Shannon Golf Club
sheep on this land as a source of income. Another fund-raising
exercise was the Annual Dance Carnival, which enabled the club to
carry out major improvements to the course over the years. As golf
became increasingly popular it became apparent that a more modern
clubhouse was required. In 1971, the present clubhouse was
completed. All this time the development and improvement of the
course continued. In 1972/1973 twelve additional acres were
purchased, thus enabling the extension of existing holes and the
creation of a practical area. 1977 saw the much-awaited sprinkler
system, which was funded by a members' interest free loan.
The present clubhouse has since been renovated and refurbished
at considerable expense. Course maintenance continues. The main
improvements in recent times include - alternative and extended tee
boxes, enlarged greens, drainage, tree planting and more recently
thirty-two Bunkers. 1992 saw a new dawn, with the amendment of the
constitution, ladies could now become full members.
In 1996 a modern kitchen was installed and much needed Gents'
and Ladies’ changing rooms were upgraded. In 1997/1998 machinery
sheds were constructed to house our most modern and some of our
antique machinery. The car park was also extended.
All recent developments have been financed by the club’s ordinary
sources of income, i.e., subscriptions, green fees, competition fees,
bar profit and of course with the help of the FAS Scheme. Today we
have a very healthy financial position with assets over "one million".
Carrick on Shannon Golf Club is considered one of the leading 9hole courses in this Country and this has been endorsed by the
favourable comments from the steadily increasing influx of visiting
Golfers.
Now that we are facing the Millennium we intend to go forward with
the same vision and enthusiasm that the founding members of this
club showed in less affluent circumstances.

Golf was first played in Carrick-on-Shannon in 1910. "Ballinamoney"
near Cartown and "Attyfinley" were considered to be suitable golfing
territory with preference given to "Ballinamoney". Play continued there
for 25 years. In 1936 a new six-hole course was established in
"Lisnagot” with approximately 12 members. Play continued there until
the mid-1940’s.
The formation of the present club was initiated in 1944 when the
club moved to its present location in "Woodbrook", where they
enjoyed free tenure from Major Kirkwood who resided in Woodbrook
House. The small gate-lodge at the entrance to Woodbrook House
just down the road served as a clubhouse where, in the evenings,
refreshments were provided by Tommy Maxwell. Lighting consisted of
two candles, one each end of the ‘Counter1. Also in 1944 the then
committee of the club engaged the services of Mr. McAllister, a
famous course Architect to design a new 9-hole course. Dr. Douglas
Hyde. Ireland’s First President was a patron of the club in the 1940's.
Shortly afterwards Major Kirkwood decided to sell all his property.
In order to obtain the necessary finance to buy the land a company,
known as Carrick-on-Shannon Estates Limited, was formed by the
club members. The fifteen club members, their friends and interested
parties were invited to purchase shares and in 1947 the purchase
was completed for the sum of £1,500.00 Many towns people who
were not involved in golf, purchased shares to help finance this
project.
The next milestone in the club history was in 1949. A members'
pavilion was erected with the purchase of two Nissan huts. Many Gala
nights were held in this pavilion including the Annual Captain's
Dinner. An interesting point to note - this land now used as a Golf
Course was where Major Kirkwood trained his racehorses which
produced winners at the Aintree Grand National and Ascot Gold Cup
as far back as 1881.
During the 1940’s and 1950’s the committee members farmed

Back Row (L to R): Jim Gartlan, Martin Daly, John McCarthy, Peter Feely, Gus O'Shea, Michael Durkin. Declan Loftus, Anthony O'Hara, Aidan McNally.
Front Row (L to R): Gerry McGloin, Cecil Harman, Seamus Nolan (Club President), Ken Moran (Club Captain), Declan Howley (Chairman C.B.G.U.I.),

Michael O'Donovan (Team Capt.), Sponsor, Sean Hosty (Sec. C.B.G.U.I.), Joe Lowe.
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The Gymnastic Club

Dickie Kennedy

finals with Ashling winning a gold medal. Later Mary also won an
All-Ireland medal and subsequently went on to become one of our
top coaches. Soon younger gymnasts began to make a name for
themselves and we had a very good Under-12, 3 Piece Set team
of Gwen Maye, Claire Mulvey, Una Kennedy, Angela McGowan,
Joan Mollohan and Caitriona McWeeney.
Some of these girls went on to represent the region and win
Gold medals at the National Finals.

Our club started just over twelve years ago. It grew, like the
phoenix, from the ashes of the club Joe Moore had been running
for some years but which had lapsed. Four girls were left from this
club: Ashling McWeeney, Rhona Trench, Leona Mulvey and Mary
Kennedy. Their parents, along with a few more interested parents,
got together in September 1987 and decided to get a new club
going. We had no equipment, no hall, no coach and just four
gymnasts!

The Gymnastic Club pictured on their outing to Dublin to complete in gymfest 1994

We ordered some equipment and with the help of the Marist
Sisters, who kindly lent us their hall and equipment, we set up the
club in November of that year and enrolled twenty gymnasts. Our
first coach was Helen
Kennedy, who had trained
with Joe Moore, and she
continued as coach until
her marriage in 1990. Leo Mulvey
acted as both Chairperson and Treasurer
on the first committee and Dickie Kennedy
was Secretary. Other members were Sean and
McWeeney, who did trojan work
fundraising, Breege Carr and Marie O'Neill. When our equipment
arrived in January 1987, we moved into the Sports Complex and
since those early days we have built up a large amount of
equipment and our numbers have gone from twenty to one
hundred and twenty.
Success came early when in 1987, Ashling McWeeney, Mary
Kennedy and Leona Mulvey qualified for the Novice All-Ireland

Bovs’ Section:
Although our boys’ section is smaller in numbers than the girls,
they have competed in Boys’ Novice, Community Games and
Young Gymnast of the Year competitions. May of them have gone
on to make a name for themselves in other
sports. Some of our early boys included Brian
Carthy, Pierce and Donal Kennedy and Niall
Comerton.

Rhythmic Section
A few years ago we started a
Rhythmic section and Helen O'Boyle
has been to the forefront of developing
this end of gymnastics which is now beginning
to take off. Prominent here were
Kennedy, Caoimhe McLoughlin, Niamh
McGuire and Caitriona McWeeney, who are
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pounds. She was Treasurer when we got our Lotto money which
was a big boost to us. Our present Treasurer, Liz McCabe from
Keadue continues the good work and we are in the happy position
of being a very solvent club. The Chairperson for many years was
Marie O’Neill and she was followed by Anne Keenan who holds the
office at present. We aim to change our main office holders every
three years and so far we have been very fortunate in getting
excellent and committed people to take these positions. We are
also fortunate in the number of coaches available. After Helen got
married we had Jenny Rayson (now McCabe) and since then we
have added many more. At present we have Helen O’Boyle, Ruth
Kelleher, Bernadette and Caoimhe McLoughlin, Niamh and
Maureen McGuire, Una and Dickie Kennedy, Diarmuid McDonagh
and new recruit Cathy Quinn. Apart from Ann Keenan, Maureen
McGuire and Liz McCabe our committee members are PRO:
Dickie Kennedy, Mary Kavanagh, Jacqui Keegan, Helen O’Boyle
and Margaret Grimes.
It would be impossible to mention everyone in an article like
this. We are travelling down memory lane here so our present
gymnasts will have to excuse me if they get no mention. We
congratulate the Regional B team all of whom got Bronze medals
recently in the Novice-Finals. Nine of them are from our Club.

all now coaching in the club, and Bairbre Deignan, Laura Burke
and Fiona McCarthy, whose sister Elaine was also a gymnast. Our
present Rhythmic girls are Claire Grimes, Michelle Glancy,
Danielle Mulvey, Kerri Quinn, Ashling Logan and Orla Murray.

Gymfest
For many years the Club took part in the annual Gymfest in
Dublin. This is a display of Gymnastics and not a competition and
we usually took two busloads of gymnasts and parents to Dublin
for a great club day out.
During the years we have been very lucky with the Parents’
Committee which helps to run the club. Among our Secretaries we
have had Ann Trench, Ethel Patterson, Bernadette McLoughlin
and Maureen McGuire. The Treasurer's job, always a tough one,
has been in the capable hands of Marie O’Neill whose three
daughters, Deirdre, Sinead and Aoife were all gymnasts: Mary
Keenan inaugurated the Valentine's Disco and Blind Date which
was such a success for many years. Mary’s daughter Annette, with
her friend Lorraine Cassidy, were among the first of our gymnasts
to become coaches. Mary was followed by Doreen Sharkey who
helped to raise, and let us spend, many thousands of

Back Row (L to R):
Front Row (L to R):

I960 Connacht Badminton Junior League Champions
Walter Harman, Ronnie Miles, Ging Duignan (R.I.P.), Michael Mulleady, Josie Murray.
Margaret Dunne, Ciss Doherty, Madeline Walsh, Gerty McNutt, Eithne Flynn, Liz Gallogly.
Photo Courtesy: Elizabeth Gallogly
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Carrick Town Soccer Club
Gerry Taylor

The local Soccer Club was formed on
Wednesday 27th October 1976.
A number of youngsters who had
been playing 5-A-Side Soccer all summer long at the Marist
Convent old Tennis Courts decided to call a meeting in Tommy
Smith's Lounge (now Michael Glancy's) to form a Soccer Club.
The following officers were elected: Chairman: Andrew
Rutledge; Secretary: Michael Heslin; Treasurer: Gerard Taylor;
Team Manager: Jimmy Phillips; Team Captain: Sean Murtagh;
Others present were: Frankie Smith, John Lowe, Liam McGarry
(R.I.P), Damien Moylan, Gerard Phillips, Leo Duignan, Gene
O’Hara, Daniel Callaghan, Vincent McDermott, John Hartigan, Jim
Doyle, Billy Reilly, Fergus McNabb, Noel Scott and Frank Heslin.
The first game, a friendly, took place on Monday 1st November,
1976 v Drumshanbo Utd. in the Showgrounds, Boyle Road. The
visitors won 4-3 and Carrick’s scorers were -Andrew Rutledge (2)
and Michael Heslin (1).The line out was: G. Phillips, V. McDermott,
J. Hartigan, D. Moylan, J. Phillips, F. Smith, S. Murtagh, J. Doyle, A.
Rutledge, M. Heslin, and F. McNabb. Drumshanbo’s line-out
included - Eamon McGowan, Fergal Woods, Michael McKenna,
Brendan Canning, Michael Martin, and Michael Oates.
A number of fund-raising activities were undertaken including a
Church Gate Collection and a dance in St. Mary’s Hall at which 600

people attended. In September, 1977, the club joined the
Sligo/Leitrim League and won their first game 9-0, v. Castleconnor
Rovers (Enniscrone). Scorers - M. Kennedy (4), M. Martin (2), D.
Moylan (2), and J. Denneny (1).
The club finished 3rd in Division 4 that season, and 2nd in
Divison 3 the following year. They won Division 2 in 1980. In
October 1978, 1979 and 1980, Cross-Channel trips took place to
Liverpool, London and Manchester respectively, and
approximately 40 members travelled on each trip. In 1981 and
1982 they finished 3rd in Division 1 while in 1983 they finished 2nd
and got promotion to the Premier Division.
In 1986, the Club’s 10th Anniversary, 30 members travelled to
the Isle of Man along with the Breffni Players. They got runners-up
again in Division One in 1989 and, in 1992, left the Sligo-Leitrim
League after 15 years to join the Longford area. They won the
Longford Cup in 1993, the League and Cup Double in 1995 and
the League again in 1996. They finished League Runners-Up in
1998.
The club decided for 1998/99 not to enter a senior Team in the
League due to the difficulty in finding a Team Manager, and a lack
of commitment from players. This decision is to be re-viewed as the
need arises.

Pictured is the Carrick Town side defeated 2-1 by Glencar Celtic in the Leitirm Cup Final played at the Showgrounds. Carrick-on-Shannon on Sunday 16th April 1978.
Back Row (L to R):
Front Row (L to R):

Sean Murtagh, Gabriel Glancy, Michael Moran, John Hartigan. Michael Martin, John Dennany and Bertie Moran.
Brian McDermott, Michael Heslin, Liam Fitzgerald (Capt.), Pat Glancy, Fergus McNabb and Damian Moylan.
The Team-Manager was Bertie O'Rourke
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Photo Courtesy: Willie Donnellan

Underage Teams have competed in the Sligo/Leitrim Youth League
since 1985, with the Under 15's Runners-Up in 1987, the Under
12’s winning the title in 1995 and the Under 14’s winning in 1998.
A reserve team competed in the Sligo/Leitrim League for twelve
years from 1978 to 1990. In 1989 they finished second in Division
Two.
The player with the most appearances for the club is Kevin
Glancy with four hundred and ten (twenty years service), and the
player with the most goals is Frankie Smith with one hundred and
forty seven (twenty two years service).
The club held a 20th Anniversary Re-Union of founder
members in Michael Glancy's Lounge on Sunday 27th October,
1996 where many past members enjoyed a historic night out.
Under-14 player Jonathan Cassidy was selected for a trial for
the Irish Under-15 Team in 1998, after scoring an amazing twenty
five goals for Carrick’s victorious Under-14 team.

In 1998/99 the club had underage teams competing in all
Divisions of the Sligo/Leitrim Youth League, namely Under 12, 14,
16, and 18, playing approximately fifty games and involving
approximately eighty players.
In 1999, Carrick Town Under-18 Team finished Runners-Up in
the Sligo/Leitrim U-18 Division One and gained promotion to the U18 Premier Division for 1999-2000. Team Captain was Francis
Molloy.

1999/2000 Club Officers
Chairperson: Brendan Lowe; Secretary: Niall McGreevy; Treasurer:
Catherine Wilson; Joint P.R.O.: Gerard Taylor and Frankie Smith,
Under 12, 14 & 16 Managers: Rory Blain and Brendan Lowe;
Under-18 Team Manager: Sean Murtagh; Assistant Manager: Niall
McGreevy.

Pictured prior to their departure by train from Carrick-on-Shannon on the first leg of their journey to Manchester. The 38 who travelled were - Margaret O’Dowd, Gerard Taylor,

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moran, Eileen Jones, Ann McWeeney, John Lowe, Mary Taylor, Gerry Noone, Frank Heslin, Leo Stanford. Vincent McDermott, Frankie Smith,

Fergus McNabb, Sean McGoldrick, Chris Lowe, Liam Whyte, Brian McDermott. Aiden Glancy, Mickey Duignan, Nuala McDermott, Sean McWeeney, Pat Mulvey,
John Moffatt, Mickey Diffley, Damien Moylan, Sean Duignan, Jim Doyle, Bertie O'Rourke, Pat Casey, Michael Heslin, Noel Scott, Vincent Gorman, Seamie Murray,

Kevin Glancy, Gerard Gilroy, Teresa Feely and Colin Gilhooley.
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St. Mary’s First Time Winners
Leitrim Minor Football Champions (1965)

Back Row (L to R): Mick Keane, Sean Guckian,
Mel Gorman, Brian McLoughlin, Jr. Beirne,
Sean McWeeney, Eddie Guckian,
Gerry Donnellan, Gerry Murray,
Mick Feighery, Joe Flynn.
Front Row (L to R): Joe Kelly, Mike Joe Shanley
(R.I.P.), Kevin Flynn, Tony Moran,
Mickey McWeeney, Bertie O’Rourke,
Sean Gilmartin,Jr. Mulhern, Cyril Moran

Leitrim Under-14 Football Champions 1957

Back Row (L to R): D. Gallagher, J. Moran,
A. Reynolds, Sean Murray, P. Mulvey, P. Wrafter,
C. Regan, Seamus Murray.
Front Row (L to R): J. Cox, T. McNamara,
B. Donnellan, C. Doyle (Capt.), M. McWeeney,
N. Campbell, B. Moran.

Leitrim Under-12 Football Champions (1973)

Back Row (L to R): G. O’Rourke,
P.McGoldrick, P. Mulvey, F. Lowe. S.
Gately, J. Doyle, J. Butler, R. Gray, John
Hughes.
Front Row: C. Lowe, B. Reilly, 0. Moran,
S. McKenna, P. Flynn, M. Daly,
J. Murphy, Sean McGoldrick D. Breen
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Cumann Mhuire Naofa Cill Toghairt
1944 - 1999

P. O.Buachain

MacDiarmada, which was officially opened in 1964 as a County
Grounds. Club members George O’Toole, Willie Mimnagh - now
living in Cavan - and Brian Mulvey, Jamestown, worked tirelessly on
this project that was spearheaded by Fr. P. Claffey, R.I.P, who was
then a curate in the parish of Kiltoghert.
During the 1970’s the club won a Junior Championship (1978),
two U-16 Championships ('78 and 79) four U-14 Championships
(70, 71, 76 and 77), two U-12 Championships (73 and 78) and
Senior League honours in 1976. It was also the decade when our first
Scor success came to the club in 1971 with Tom Fitzgerald winning
an All-Ireland title in the Recitation category. It was also the year that
club member George O’Toole was elected chairman of the Leitrim
Co. Board. In 1974 after serving four years as Secretary of Leitrim
Bord na nOg club stalwart Sean Murray was elected Chairman of
Bord na nOg. The 1970’s heralded the arrival of the great Michael
Martin on the County scene and his endeavours were rewarded in
1974 when he was awarded County Player of the Year and a
replacement All-Star in 1977.
In 1975 a young St. Mary’s star Liam Flynn captained Leitrim to
Fr. Manning Cup glory and he was also awarded County Youth
Player for 1975. The Leitrim U-21 team of 1977, that won the
Connacht title, had four St. Mary’s members on the panel - Michael
Martin, Liam Flynn, Michael Flynn and Seamus Mulhern. In 1979,
after many years of distinguished service as a County Referee,
Joseph Flynn was awarded Referee of the Year. The end of the
decade saw the introduction of Ladies’ Football to the club under the
guidance of Mary Glancy nee Murtagh, Ita Flatley, and Roisin
McElgunn. The club was to become a force in ladies' football over the
next 6-7 years, fielding senior and underage teams.
The eighties were a very successful decade for the club in Scor.
Four Connacht titles were amassed - Ballad Group (3) and Novelty
Act (1). Ballad group members were Elizabeth O’Halloran, Deirdre
Holmes, Noel Holmes, Sean Neenan, Joe Flynn, Susan Weeks, Joe
Moore, Walter Harman, Anne Jennings, Gerard O’Halloran and
Siobhan Finnegan. Novelty Act members were Billy Gilligan, Michael
Oates, Sean Murray and Geraldine Denneny.
On the football scene 1988 was the highlight of the decade with
the club winning U-12, U-14, U-16, Minor, U-21 and Junior B
Championships. On October 30th 1988 Cartown House was packed
to capacity for the presentation of medals and club awards by T.V.
personality Michael Lyster. As in previous decades club members
were to the fore at county and provincial level. Liam O’Brien and
Michael Keane were members of the Leitrim team that won the
Connacht Minor League in 1983. Club stalwart Michael Martin played
for Ireland against Australia in 1984. Clubman Sean Byrne was
awarded Referee of the Year for 1984 and in the same year Hugh
Gralton was awarded Schools’ and Colleges' Player of the Year. In
1985 Sean Murray was elected Chairman of Leitrim Co. Board. The
1986 Ciba Geigy clubman of the year (Leitrim and Connaught) was
Patsy Guckian. 1988 saw George O’Toole elected Chairman of the
Connaught Council. County Youth Player of the Year Award went to
Gene Bohan in 1988 having won U-14, U-16 and Minor
championship medals in the same year.
The nineties was a very exciting decade for the club on the
football scene. The Senior, Intermediate and Minor championship
wins of 1995 and the performance of the senior team in the
Connacht Club Championship will be treasured. It was also the

The present day St. Mary’s GAA club was re-formed in March 1944
at a meeting in the Town Hall, Carrick on Shannon. The following
officers were elected:Chairman:
Fr Bernie Keville R.I.P.
Secretary:
Brother Gabriel R.I.P.
Treasurer:
Brother Patrick R.I.P.
Like most newly formed clubs St. Mary’s had no home grounds
and to overcome this obstacle they rented the Show Grounds on the
Boyle Road at a cost of £15 per annum. For the next 55 years the
club were to be synonymous with the promotion of Gaelic Games
and cultural activities associated with the GAA in the parish of
Kiltoghert.
Success came early to the club and in 1944 and 1945 they won
two Junior Leagues. They also won the Junior Championship in 1945
as well as two Senior League Titles in 1946 and 1947. Stalwarts like
Tony Armstrong R.I.P, Eugene Phelan R.I.P, George O’Toole, Ging
Duignan (R.I.P), Raymond Glancy R.I.P, Billy Callaghan RIP, Mickey
Dolan, R.I.P. contributed much to those early triumphs, while Billy
Callaghan, R.I.P, Mickey Dolan, R.I.P, Brother Osmonde, Sean
Mulvey, Paddy Dolan and Kevin Herrity represented the club on the
Leitrim Junior team which won the Connacht Championship in 1946.
The 1950’s proved to be a very successful decade for the club
winning three U-14 Championships (’57, '58, ’59), two U-16
Championship (’58 and ’59), one Minor Championship (1953), two
Junior Championships (’53 and ’56) and one Senior Championship in
1958. The 1958 Senior team was captained by present club stalwart
George O'Toole. The club also captured three Junior League titles in
this decade. The early 1950’s heralded the arrival of Tommy
O’Riordan to Carrick-on-Shannon. Tommy was to become a
figurehead in the promotion of hurling in Carrick and County Leitrim.
He was also to serve as Leitrim County Board Secretary from 19531970. Tommy, ably assisted by Michael McKeever, brought three
Hurling Championships to the club in the 1950's -1953, 1957 and
1958. The club was also honoured to have five members on the 1956
Leitrim Minor Connacht Championship team, namely, Josie Murray,
James Bredin, W. J. McWeeney, J.J. Noone and Jimmy Clyne.
During the 1960's championship honours were scarce on the
football scene. Our only championship success came at U-14 Level
in 1961, U-16 in 1962 and minor in 1965. We also won Senior
League honours in 1964 and Minor League honours in 1960 and
1962. The club was represented on the 1962 Junior team which won
the Connacht Junior Championship by Des Cox, Tommy O'Riordan,
Conor Keaney and Paddy Guckian. Despite the lack of success on
the football fields the club on the initiative of Sean Murray and Pat
Murtagh purchased the present day club grounds Pairc Ui Cearnaigh
in the mid 1960’s at a cost of £500. However, the club had to wait a
further twenty years before facilities were provided and it was under
the chairmanship of Fr. Michael Campbell that the club applied to
Leitrim Co. Council in 1984 for permission to erect dressing rooms
and toilets on this site. Fr. Campbell, assisted by Pat Murtagh worked
tirelessly to complete the present facilities. They are a monument to
the unselfish work spearheaded by those two men for the GAA in the
parish of Kiltoghert. The present club grounds are named after Very
Rev. M. Canon Kearney, P.P., former parish priest of Kiltoghert and a
member of St. Mary’s GAA club.
The club played an active part in the development of Pairc Sean
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decade that saw Michael Martin win that elusive Senior
Championship medal as a St. Mary's club member. As in previous
decades club members were to the fore. In 1990 Gene Bohan
captained Leitrim to Fr. Manning Cup success and was awarded his
second County Youth Player of the Year Award. Club members
included on the Fr. Manning County team were Darren Glancy, John
McGreevy, Colm Griffin, Gene Bohan and James Keane. In 1990 Joe
Flynn was elected Chairman of Bord na nOg, a position he was to
hold with distinction for the next three years. Gary Flynn, Brian
Duignan, Colm Griffin and Gene Bohan were members of the Leitrim
Minor team that won the Connacht Minor League in 1991 and the
club was represented on the U-21 team that won the Connacht title
in 1991 by James Doran, Donal Smith, Martin Coles and Brendan
Guckian.
In 1992 Gene Bohan was awarded County Minor Player of the
Year and the club was represented on the 1994 Connacht Senior
Championship winning team by Fergal Reynolds, Brendan Guckian,
Donal Smith and Brian Duignan. Michael Martin was to the fore again
in 1995 receiving County Club Player of the Year. This was also the
year that long serving member Joe Flynn was appointed Principal of
the new Community School in Carrick-on-Shannon. Connacht
Championship success returned to Leitrim again in 1998 at Minor
level and the club was represented on the team by David Crowe and
Paul McGreevy. Leitrim Co. Board honoured Michael Martin in 1998
for his outstanding service to Leitrim football. During the nineties,
after a lapse of five/six years ladies’ football was re-introduced to the
club. People like Mary Glancy, Mary Flynn, Martin McTiernan and
Bernie Bohan were to the fore and at the present time the club have
a thriving underage structure in place.
Over the previous decades the club made several attempts to
purchase grounds for a new club setting to meet the growing demand
for facilities. It was not until the mid-nineties that the club

purchased a five-acre site adjacent to Pairc Sean MacDiarmada
which will be the new home for St. Mary's GAA club. Construction
work is ongoing at present and this project is expected to be
completed by the year 2001.
St. Mary’s GAA club has always had a proud tradition in its
underage structure. In the early days the club were very lucky to have
the services of the Presentation Brothers who started the promotion
of juvenile football in the club. Brothers Gerald, R.I.P., Placid and
Sylvester (R.I.P.) made a huge contribution to the promotion of
Juvenile football and the club owes a great debt of gratitude to those
men. Pat Murtagh, Sean Murray and Patsy Guckian carried on the
tradition of caring for youngsters in the club in later years and the
club now has a Minor Board structure with sole responsibility for
youth activities within the club.
As you are aware the club has provided a much-needed outlet to
the youth of Kiltoghert parish for the last 55 years. The club will
continue to provide this service but it cannot be done without the
continued goodwill of the people of the parish and surrounding areas
- facilities and grounds are costly to run. The club needs more
people to get involved in the day-to-day operation of same supervision has become extremely important. We are now
approaching a new millennium, and better standards are expected.
Facilities must keep up with the times, as we will have to compete
with all other grades of sports to survive. The survival of St. Mary’s
as the great club we have all known through the years depends on
the goodwill and continued support of you, the people of Kiltoghert
parish.
Officers 1999:

Chairperson:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Tom Guckian
Francie Bohan
Sean McGoldrick

Committee members and friends at the Presentation Brothers College Past-Pupils' Union Annua! Dinner-Dance in the County Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Back Row (L to R):
Tony Duignan. Joseph Cox, Gerry Murray, Frankie Murray, Canon William Slator, John Feely, Dermot McNabb. Padraig McWeeney and Des Cox.
Middle Row (L to R):

Sean Murray, Brother Terence (School Principal), Mrs. Dorothy Slator and Joe Earley.

Front Row (L to R):

Mel Gorman. Tony Moran, Joe Kelly and Gerry Mitchell.
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County Intermediate Champions 1995

Back (L to R): D. Glancy, J. McGreevy, G. Flynn,

R. McMahon, B. Mulvey, J. McGowan,
J. Guckian, M. Greene.
Front (L to R): N. Flynn, J. Doran, M.Tunney, P.
Doran, M. Coles, J. Ward, R. Griffin.

County Minor Champions 1995

Back Row (L to R): P. McGreevey, M. Greene, D.
Kennedy, G. Guckian, J. McGowan,
J. McGreevy, J. Guckian, D. Reynolds.
Front (L to R): N. Comerton, T. Barry,
M. Guckian, R. O’Rourke, C. Flynn, B. Guckian,
F. Cox,

Mascots: K. Moran, A. Doherty,
P. Duignan, D. Butler.

County Senior Champions 1995

Back Row (L to R): D. Glancy, R. McMahon,
G. Flynn, J. Doran, J. Crowe, 0. McGuinness,
P. Comerton, C. Reynolds, B. Duignan,

T. McGuinness, M. Martin, K. Glancy,
K. McKenna.
Front Row (L to R): M. Coles, J. Keane,
T. Crowe, D. Smith, G. Bohan, B. Guckian
(Capt), I. Keaney, P. Doran, F. Reynolds,
D. Reynolds.
Mascot: J. Glancy
Photo Courtesy: S. McGoldrick
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Mary

Club

which includes a number of Feile na nGael titles. The Feile has
taken our young under-fourteen hurlers for weekends to all of the
strong Hurling Counties. With the large number of titles won by the
club during the past decades, the club is well in the running to be
declared the most successful Leitrim hurling club of the present
millennium.
Camogie has also been part of the club’s activities, during the
fifties and sixties when it was promoted by Lily Riordan wife of
Tommy Riordan and is now been carried on by Dolores Cunniffe.
Active members of the club at present include Paddy Phelan,
Michael McDermott, Martin Cunniffe, Bertie Moran, Kevin Glancy,
Brian Keane, Brian Byrne and Donal O’Grady.
Along with the locals, many players from Galway, Kilkenny and
Tipperary have helped to mould Saint Mary’s into a vibrant hurling
nursery in the Leitrim capital. Hurling in Carrick-on-Shannon is
guaranteed a bright future in the new millennium.

Hurling has been actively promoted in the club since the 1950’s.
During the fifties and sixties, Limerick man, Tommy Riordan, who
was a Post Office employee in the town, assisted by the
Presentation Brothers, promoted hurling in Carrick-on-Shannon.
On the 7th February 1981, the club established its own identity
by forming its own independent association. Founder members
were Michael McKeever and John O’Dwyer. First Presidents were
George O’Toole and Tommy Riordan and its first Chairman was
John McGrath. With the transfer of John O’Dwyer to Sligo, a
committee of officers was elected, namely:
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Paddy Phelan

Tom Cass.
Martin Cunniffe.
Michael McDermott.

With the departure of Tom Cass to England in 1985, Paddy Phelan
was elected Chairman.
The club fields teams in Under 14, Under 16, Minor and senior
grades. The club had won numerous titles in all grades of hurling,

St. Mary's Hurling Co. Champions 1972

Back Row (L - R):
Front Row (L - R):

om Lynch (RIP), Tommy O'Riordan, Michael Poniard, Declan Breen, Johnny Martin, Jim Newcombe, Ken Moran, Patsy Guckian, Willie Moreton.
iean O'Riordan, Rev. Michael Scanlon, Mel Fitzgerald, Mick McKeever, Seamus Molloy (RIP), Adrian Browne, Dan Feely. Noel Moran.
Photo Courtesy: Ken Moran
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The Breffni Players
- A History In November 1943 a public meeting was held in what was then
known as the Labour Hall, and, as a result, the Breffni Players, or
as they were originally entitled, the Carrick-on-Shannon Dramatic
Society was launched (the present name was unanimously
adopted at the first Annual General Meeting in November 1944). I
am glad to say that some of those who attended that inaugural
meeting are still working in or are retired in Carrick-on-Shannon.
George O'Toole, Pat Murtagh and Kevin Gray, our first producer, is
close by in Longford.
The Labour Hall, venue for the first meeting also housed the
group’s first production ‘Nothing in this Life’ by Louis J. Walsh in the
Spring of 1944. Older residents of the town will recall that this Hall,
control of which was passed from the British Legion Club to the
local branch of the Labour party in the early 1940’s, formerly Gill’s
Garage on the Dublin Road, is now known as St. Joseph’s Training
Centre. Unfortunately for the Society the premises again changed
hands shortly afterwards and due to structural alterations, was not
available for rehearsals or productions after that first season.
Indeed for many years the group could be described as ‘of no fixed
abode’, as rehearsals were forced to move from one venue to
another. Were it not for the courtesy and helpfulness of many clubs
and individuals in permitting the use of various clubs, premises and
school rooms, often at considerable inconvenience to themselves,
the Society might have ceased at an early age.
Herewith the list of Officers elected at the first meeting in 1943:
President - V. Rev. B. Keville, P.P, Chairman - Steve Lynch,
Secretary - Mary Reynolds, Treasurer - Angela Bambrick,
Producer - Kevin Gray, Other Founder Members - Messrs J.
Mulhern, R. Glancy, P. Mulvey, H. Feely, C. Phelan, A. Roddy, B.
Brown. Committee: M. Colreavy, S. Guckian and P. Brennan.
Due to many problems existing during the formulative years,
such as lack of funds, equipment, accommodation (both for
rehearsals and productions) and the seemingly unsolvable
problem which is always with us, loss of experienced players
through changes of abode, or business or emigration etc., the
Society had to weather many storms and though the future often
looked bleak and unpromising it survived and finally flourished to
become one of the most firmly established, best known, and
successful amateur groups in the country.
Without fear of contradiction, I would say that the two factors
which contributed to the success of the Breffni Players to date has
been the small band of dedicated technical people, and the fact
that in 1952 a long term problem was solved in the establishment
of a permanent rehearsal rooms. ‘The Shambles’ in the Market
Yard has to be synonymous with the Breffs. For this we are grateful
to the then Stage Manager, Mr. T.P. Flynn, who in 1952 placed
spacious Clubrooms at our disposal for rehearsals and storage of
property. No single act did so much to consolidate the Society, or
ensure its future as T.P.’s generous gesture. Since 1943 we’ve had
only five Producers:- Kevin Gray, Paddy Dillon, Ursula Walsh (one
season '69), Angus Dunne and John McDwyer. On Lighting five: J. Lennon, Kevin Gray, Alan Dunne, Cecil Harman and currently

’

Jim Gorman. Our first Stage Manager was Seamus Peyton
followed by Eamonn Kelly, Pat Fallon, T.P. Flynn, Michael Murray,
Gerry Murtagh, Rory Ahern, Siobhan McLoughlin, Helen Smyth
and Rhona Trench. We are fortunate to have had Jack Mulhern in
charge of Make Up from 1943 to 1979, then followed by Breda
Dunne, Peggy McBrien, Ann Campbell and currently Margaret
Kieran. Set Design has been a feature of Breffni Players
Productions down the years and the man responsible for all these
since 1961 being Angus Dunne, who since '98 has been ably
assisted by Brian Carthy. Sets come to life with lighting and Jim
Gorman has been associated with Angus through all those years.
Together they have won awards at all levels in Amateur Drama
through numerous festivals to All-Ireland Finals. When speaking of
Angus Dunne and Jim Gorman in connection with the Breffni
Players one has to mention our Stage Manager during that
period...Gerry Murtagh. These three people have twenty-eight
years unbroken service to the Society, a truly remarkable record.
On the acting side we were very fortunate from the beginning
to have had so many talented people to call upon, even though
some were only with us for very short periods. Herewith some of
the names which should recall some nostalgic memories for those
of you who were fortunate enough to have seen their
performances...Raymond Glancy, Pat Murtagh, Steve Lynch,
Aiden Nangle, Ann Costello, Peggy McGettrick, Peter Brennan, J.F.
O’Sullivan, Jim Boles, Lily Fox, Sean Mullarkey, Mary Duignan, Jim
Scott, Billy Gilligan, Dick Holland, Nicholas Campbell, Ursula
Walshe, Marion Naughton, Sheila Roche, Mickey Lynch, Deirdre
O’Meara...the list is endless and despite being hit by all the ‘evils’
which can effect a Dramatic Society we can still call upon such
talented people as Geraldine Cronogue, Walter Harman, Dympna
O’Rourke, Ann Harman, Valerie Flynn, Mike Joe Mahon, John
McDwyer, Siobhan Talbot, Frank O’Carroll...in short there isn’t a
family in Carrick-on-Shannon which at some time or other hasn’t
contributed to the success of the Breffni Players.
Five decades have passed since our foundation so I will briefly
touch on some of the outstanding productions during each of these
periods.
1940’s: This of course belongs to Kevin Gray...our first
producer and founder member, his first production being ‘Nothing
in His Life’ by Louis J. Walsh, then followed ‘The Golden Priest’ by
Aodh de Blacam, ‘Money Doesn’t Matter' by Louis D’Alton. ‘The
Whip Hand’ by B. McCarthy. ‘Tomorrow Never Comes’ by Louis
D’Alton. The most spectacular production being ‘The Golden
Priest’...it ran for four weeks from 13th November to 10th
December 1945 and was performed in the Gaeity Cinema twice, in
Leitrim, Drumshanbo, Keadue, Ballyfarnon, Jamestown, Elphin
and Strokestown Halls. In April 1945 the first Drama Festival was
held in the Town Hall with Mr Thomas O’Laoi as adjudicator, with
groups from Mohill, Strokestown, Elphin, and Leitrim participating.
The 1950’s and 60’s can be called the Paddy Dillon era...what
can one say about this great genius...Billy Gilligan, I suppose
sums it up best in his Tribute to the late Paddy Dillon, "Paddy Dillon
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Brendan C. Kieran

was a man of extraordinary depth and breath of vision. His life was
the theatre, amateur and professional, his playground, and the
arts, visual, abstract and contemporary. He was known far and
wide for his love of theatre and his single-minded dedication to
Amateur Drama and the Breffni Players. His beloved Breffni
Players became his family, his second home, his many acts of
kindness, generosity and charity best appreciated by those who
experienced them".
During these twenty years the Breffs became firmly established
with such productions as...’The Black Stranger’, ‘Autumn Fire’,
‘The Devil a Saint’, ‘To Live in Peace’, ‘The Image’, ‘The Man in the
Cloak’, ‘The Plough and the Stars’, ‘Philadelphia Here I Come’...its
an impressive list, not to mention such musicals as ‘The
Gondoliers', ‘Waltzes from Vienna’, ‘The Quaker Girl’, ‘HMS
Pinafore’, and participation at the Percy Ffrench Festivals at
Cloonequinn (1956/57). Paddy was a personal friend of the Misses
Ettie and Joan Ffrench. I suppose if one were to single out any of
these productions it would have to be ‘The Man in the Cloak’ by
Louis D’Alton by virtue of the fact it won the All-Ireland Rural
Premier Award at the Loughrea Festival with awards going to
Paddy Dillon - Production, Nicholas Campbell - Best Character
Act, Ursual Walsh - Scholarship. In 1964 our 21st Anniversary
Presentation was the Amateur Premier presentation of ‘Them’ by
Tom Coffey. Paddy certainly did justice to this fine work of Coffey’s,
and Sean Mullarkey as Jonsie will long be remembered. Dick
Holland is another fine actor worthy of mention for his portrayal of

Malachy Naughton in Lady Gregory’s ‘The Image’. Peggy
McGettrick as Peggy Mahon in this production won the award for
Best Character Actress in the All Ireland Rural Drama Finals in
Loughrea. What a pity Paddy’s ‘Plough and the Stars’ by Sean
O’Casey wasn’t ready for the Festival circuit in 1969...what
memorable performances were given by Sheila Roche, Ursula
Walshe and Mickey Lynch. I think perhaps Paddy was too much of
a perfectionist to allow his work to be adjudicated, and therefore,
so many fine productions of his were lost to the Festivals...what a
pity1969: Ursula Walshe took over from Paddy for this season only
to produce Sean O’Casey’s ‘Juno and the Paycock’, again a very
powerful production; but alas her only attempt.
The 1970’s and 80’s: With the departure of Paddy Dillon from
production in 1973 (‘Ard na Pogue’) the burning question was who
was going to take over...have the Brefs reached the end?
Remember that Paddy never had an assistant producer, nobody
ever thought of the Breffs without Dillon at the helm. However in the
true tradition of ‘the show must go on’ all eyes turned to the
talented set designer in the person of Angus Dunne and so began
the inestimable ‘Dunne Era’. This was a most difficult period for the
Breffs because, when Paddy Dillon retired so too did a number of
the then current players. However, with the help of some ‘oldies’
like Mike Joe Mahon, John Conway, Nicholas Campbell, Ann Farry,
Sheila Roche, Gerry Murtagh, Jim Gorman and with the
introduction of some newcomers like Doreen O’Donovan, Marion

1969 - "The Plough and the Stars" by Sean O'Casey

Back Row (L to R) :

Front Row (L to R):
Kneeling:

Directed by Paddy Dillon
Mick Joe Mahon, ’Kevin Gray, John Conway, Angus Dunne, John O'Shaughnessy, Nicholas Campbell, Paddy Dillon (Producer). Butch Doyle.
Michael Roche.
Sheila Roche, Ursula Walshe, Peggy McGettrick, Michael Lynch, Breda Dunne.
Noreen Fitzgerald
(‘Kevin Gray founder member and first producer, now residing in Longford).
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Both Angus Dunne and Jim Gorman have been associated with
the Boyle Musical Society since 1985 and the Breffs have
participated in two historical pageants at Lough Rynn Estate,
Mohill.
1988 heralded the introduction of John McDwyer as Producer.
John arrived in Carrick in 1985 having spent a number of years
with the award winning Phoenix Players, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo. In
his first year as producer with the Breffni Players, ably assisted in
settings by Angus Dunne and in lighting by Jim Gorman, John’s
production of ‘Lovers’ was runner-up at the All-Ireland ADL Finals
in Sligo. Then followed ‘A Life’, ‘All the Way Back’, ‘Play On’,
‘Philadelphia Here I Come’, ‘Move Over Mrs Markham’, etc. John’s
productions of ‘A View From The Bridge’ (1995) and ‘Educating
Rita’ (1996) reached the Esso All-Ireland Finals in Athlone with
John and Geraldine Cronogue winning Best Actor and Actress
respectively.
Since 1993 Musicals have been produced under the direction
of Joe Moore. These include ‘My Fair Lady’, ‘Guys and Dolls’
(1996), ‘Hello Dolly’ (1998). 1998 will, perhaps be long
remembered as the most memorable in the history of the Breffni
Players, when, after 55 years we moved into our new Rehearsal
Rooms on the Leitrim Road. We are indeed indebted to the Special
Support Programme for Peace and Reconciliation for their financial
aid in helping us complete this programme. The Official Opening
took place on Palm Sunday April 5th by well-known Irish Playwright
and friend of the Breffni Players, Bernard Farrell.
To the people of Carrick-on-Shannon and surrounding districts
a special word of thanks for your sterling help and support down
the years. We can indeed say Amateur Drama is alive and well and
we look forward with confidence to the New Millennium.

Naughton, Tina McMenemin, Angus weathered the storm and is to
be congratulated in carrying on the great tradition of the Breffni
Players. 1973 saw his first production with the Breffs, ‘Billy Liar'
(remember, he had produced the Lough Allen Players,
Drumshanbo in ‘The Righteous are Bold’ the previous year), then
followed ‘Mungos Mansion’ ‘Juno and the Paycock’, ‘My Wife’s
Family’, ‘Tons of Money’, ‘Night Must Fall'.
In 1979 Angus made a conscious decision to return to the
Festival circuit. We have participated in Confined and Open
Competition ever since. The 70’s saw the birth of the Amateur
Drama League, to which Angus had an enormous input. In 1979
we had All Ireland ADL success with ‘The Playboy of the Western
World’ and again in 1982 with ‘Shadow of a Gunman’.
In 1982 Angus introduced Supper Theatre for the first time in
the comfortable confines of the County Hotel and this had been our
format and home, as has been the case since moving to the Bush
Hotel. Under his guidance the County Hotel housed two All-Ireland
One Act finals in 1982 and in 1985, and we have hosted a One Act
Festival there each year since 1982. The RTE programme Ireland’s
Eye televised a snippet from ‘The Plough and the Stars’ on May
11th 1983.
1986 saw another first for Angus and the Brets...we departed
these shores for The Manx Amateur Drama Festival in Douglas,
Isle of Man, staging ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ in the wonderful Gaeity
Theatre which was quite an experience for all of us and well worth
the effort.
Since 1984 One Act Plays have been produced on a regular
basis by Angus Dunne, Doreen O'Donovan, the late John Conway
and currently Rhona Trench in conjunction with Boyle Arts Festival.

1998: Breffni Players Musical Production of “Hello Dolly” - Entire Cast and Chorus
Photo Courtesy: Brendan Kieran
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Craifeacht an
Feargal Mac Giolla Gunna

Is e ata anseo na feachaint ar chraifeacht an Phobail in Eirinn sa treimhse roimh an nGorta Mor, nuair ba f an Ghaeilge gnath-theanga na
ndaoine, mar a leiritear an craifeacht sin sa leabhar "Abhrain Diadha Chuige Chonnacht", le Dubhglas de hide, cead Uachtaran na hEireann.
Cen bhaint ata ag na cursai seo leis an bparoiste seo? Is e an freagra na gur sa Ghaeilge a duirt ar sinsir a bpaidreacha le os cionn mile
bliain sular ghlac siad leis an mBearla.

PAIDIRIN CUBHARTHA
Paidrin cubhartha mhuin
mo leanbh dom fein
gan mo shuil do bheith dunta
in aimsir sgreadta na n-ean,
ag dul ar mo ghlunaibh, ag guidhe
‘s ag agairt Mic De,
cuimhniughadh ar an Uan ata bruighte
marbh faoin gcre.

A fragrant prayer upon the air
my child taught me
awaken there the morn is fair,
the birds sing free,
now dawns the day, awake and pray
and bend the knee,
the lamb who lay beneath the clay
was slain for thee.

A MHUIRE NA NGRAS
A Mhuire na ngras,
A Mhatair Mhic De
go gcuiridh tu
ar mo leas me

0 Mary of graces
And Mother of God,
May I tread in the paths
That the righteous have trod

Go sabhalaidh tu me
ar gach uile olc,
go sabhalaidh tu me
idir anam is corp

And mayest thou save me
From evil’s control,
And mayest thou save me
In body and soul.
Anois bhf seasamh an-ard agus cumhacht an-mhor ag an gCleir
Chaitliceach, go hairithe ag na hEaspaig, i gcursai oideachais agus
slainte, agus fiu i gcursai polaitfochta. Bhi meadu mor tagtha ar Ifon
na gclochar is na mainistreacha. agus ar na scoileanna agus na
hoispideil a bhf faoi churam na n-ord rfalta Sna bailte mora bhf
eaglaisf maorga nuathoghta le spuaiceanna no tuir thaispeantacha
ag leiriu go raibh an Eaglais Chaitliceach faoi dheireadh ar
chomhcheim leis an Eaglais Anglacanach. Faoin tuath bhf seipeil
nuathoghta no nua-mhaisithe i ngach paroiste. Bhf na foirginti ailie
seo ag feidhmiu mar lar-ionaid do nosanna agus deasghnatha nuathaghta on Roimh agus 6 Mhor-roinn na hEorpa.
Idir 1830 agus 1880 tharla fas mor i gcleachtaf deabhoideacha.
Bhf tabhacht agus eifeacht ar leith ag na misiuin pharoiste 6 1860 i
leith. Bhfodh siad a stiuradh ag na hoird rfalta, Prionsiasaigh, Ord
Ar Slanaitheora agus eile. Rinne na mflte freastal ar na misiuin seo
sna paroisti. Bunafodh cuallachtaf chun freastal rfalta ar na
Sacraimintf a chothu. Anois bhf coir f ngach seipeil; leabhair
urnaithe a leamh; foilseachain ar nos ‘The Messanger’ ar dfol;
deabhoidi trathnona le Beannu agus an Paidrin sa seipeil De
Domhnaigh; Teagasc Crfostai do phaisti tar eis Aifrinn; Noibhei ni; na
Naoi nAoine; gach gne de chleachtu spioradalta a lean go ceann
cead bliain ina dhiaidh sin.
Rfalaigh Sionad Dhurlas Eile (1850) agus Sionad Mha Nuad
(1875) gur istigh sna seipeil a bheadh na Sacraimintf agus cleachtaf
deabhoideacha eile feasta. Is leir nach raibh an chleir sasta le
nosanna agus cleachtaf creidimh nach raibh faoina smacht fein.
Cuireadh deireach leis na ‘staisfuin dtithe na ndaoine. Cuireadh
cosc ar chleachtaf traidisiunta ag torraimh agus ar cheiliuradh na

Sa chead cheathru den 19u aois, ce go raibh an Eaglais
Chaitliceach ag ealu on gcuid ba mheasa de na Pein Dlithe, bhf si
fos in isle bhrf. Sa culsraideanna bhf na seipeil sna bailte mora
agus gan cead acu turanna no cloig a bheith orthu. Faoin tuath, ait
a raibh formhor an phobail ina gconaf, seipeil bhochta no tithe
Aifrinn a bhi acu - foirginti simplf ceanntui le hurlair creafoige a
bhformhor. In aiteanna, go hairithe sa leath thuaidh den tir, bhi na
seipeil fein gann agus bhfodh an tAifreann a ra amuigh faoin speir
ag carraig Aifrinn no faoi ‘scathlan’ - sort bothain a thogtai d’aon
ghno don ocaid. Nf bhfodh an Naomh-Sacrameid ar coimead sa
seipeil. Bhaintf usaid as an seipeil martheach scoile, do chruinnithe
polaitfochta agus fiu chun arbhar a bhualadh! Formhor de phobal na
tuaithe cainteoiri Gaeilge gan leamh na scrfobh ar a gcumas ab ea
iad. Ce is moite den Aifreann, nf leis an seipeil a bhain craifeacht an
phobail, ach leis an teaghlach agus an mhuintir.
Bhi idir chleir is tuath ag lorg Faoiseamh na gCaitliceach agus ag
troid le deireadh a chur leis na Deachmhaithe a bhi le hfoc leis an
Eaglais Bhunaithe Anglacanach. Ag an am nf raibh an cleir
Chaitliceach chomh Ifonmhar, chom hoilte na chomh chumhachtach
is a bhi ag deireadh an cheid.
Is iomaf athru a tharla i stair na hEireann agus i stair na
hEaglaise Caitlicf in Eirinn idir an chead cheathru agus an cheathru
dheiridh den 19u Aois. Fuarthas Fuascailt na gCaitliceach; thainig
na scoileanna Naisiunta; cuireadh deireadh leis na Deachmhaite,
theip ar fheachtas Uf Chonaill chun Athghairm an Aontaithe a fhail;
tharla an Gorta Mor agus an ollimirce ina dhiaidh; thainig na boithre
iarainn; tharla fas na meanaicme Caitlicf agus dfbhunafodh an
Eagalais Anglacanach.
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doibh agus chuir ar a gcumas an creideamh sin a cheiliuradh agus
a chleachtadh ina saol laethuil.
Spioradaltacht a bhain leis an bpobal tuaithe ata sna danta
diaga. Ni i leabhair a bhi a bhformhor le fail ach i mbeal an bpobail.
Bhi dluthcleangal idir i agus saol laethuil na ndaoine. Ni hamhain
sa bhaile, sna tithe agus sna bothain a bhi si a cleachtadh, ach
amuigh i mease an pobail chomh maith.
Dream a mhair faoi choimirce De agus ar scath a cheile ab ea
iad. Bhi an comhar agus an meitheal i bhfeidhm agus bhi gach
pobal beag ag obair as lamha a cheile. Bhi meas acu ar an
bhfirinne, ar an ngreanmnaiocht, ar chothrom na feinne, agus thar
aon rud eile ar an gcarthanacht. Dar le cuairteoiri go hEirinn ag an
am, dream gealghaireach failteach ab ea iad, agus ce go raibh siad
beo bocht, nior dhiultaigh siad doibh siud a bhi nios boichte na iad
fein.
Cead go leith bliain 6 shin bhi uimhir na sagart sa tir nios lu na
ata anois, ce go raibh an daonra Caitliceach nios airde agus ni raibh
freastal ar Aifreann chomh trean is a d’eirigh se ina dhiaidh sin. Ach
ta codarsnacht mhor idir dearcadh an phobail san am sin agus mar
ata se anois. Bhi idir creideamh agus cleactadh spioradalta na
ndaoine ina saol laethuil i bhfad nios laidre. Fad a bhi cursai
amhlaidh nior bhaol don Eaglais idir chleir agus tuath.
Sa la ata inniu ann ta paidreacha agus nosanna spioradalta eile
bruite ar leath-taobh ag an teilifis, an radio, imeachtai agus curaimi
an lae, agus nil paidreacha na maidine agus na hoiche, Failte an
Aingil, altu ag bia, gan tracht ar an bPaidrin, mar nosanna laethula
a gcleachtadh agus a muineadh da bpaisti ag tuismitheoiri.
Ma eirionn linn losa agus Muire a chur arais go larnach in
imeachtai ar saoil laethuil beidh linn. Cad faoi dainin beag a ra nuair
a chuirimid an teilifis no an riomhaire ar siul?

bPatrun, Is leir nach raibh an chleir sasta le nosanna agus cleachtai
creidimh nach raibh faoina smacht fein. Cuireadh deireach leis na
‘staisiuin’ i dtithe na ndaoine. Cuireadh cosc ar chleachtai
traidisiunta ag torraimh agus ar cheiliuradh na bPatrun, feilte na
naomh aitiuil. Is ffor go mbiodh olachan agus achrann ag na hocaidi
sin.
Faoi 1880 bhi an bua faoi dheireadh ag an mBearla ar an
nGaeilge tar eis na gceadta bliain i gcoimhlint na dteangacha.
Leathnaigh an Bearla anuas on mbarr tre gach aicme soisialta;
scaip si on Oirthear go dti an tlarthar agus 6 na bailte amach faoin
tuath. Anois ni raibh an Ghaeilge a labhairt ach ag daoine bochta
sna ceantair thuaithe san larthar.
Tharla an da athru san am ceanna, an pobal ag athru on
nGaeilge go dti an Bearla, agus na cleachtai nua spioradaltachta ag
teacht i dtreis san Eaglais Chaitliceach. Ta tuiscint chuiosach
mhaith againn den chraifeacht sin, mar is e a bhi i reim go dti le
deanai.
Ach cen sort craifeachta a bhi a cleachtadh ag an pobal sular
tharla na hathraithe? Cen Ion anama a chothaigh iad leis na ceadta
bliain i rith cogaidh, gorta agus gearleanuna tre oiche dhorcha na
bPein Dlithe? Is feidir leiriu a fhail ar an gcraifeacht sin on leabhar,
‘Abhrain Diadha Chuige Chonnacht'. Bailiuchan de na ceadta rann,
danta agus amhrain ata ann a d’eagraigh Dubhglas de hide, le
haistriuchain uaidh fein, agus a foilsiodh cead bliain 6 shin. Bailiodh
iad sna ceantair Ghaeltachta le fiche bliain roimh sin.
Ma bhi an pobal Gaelach roimh an nGorta mor gan leann, ni
raibh siad gan eolas. Daoine fado nach raibh leamh na scriobh ar a
gcumas, thainig an bealoideas anuas chucu 6 ghluin go gluin. De
bhri go raibh se i bhfoirm vearsaiochta bhi se nios easca doibh e a
chur de ghlanmheabhair. D’fheidhmigh na danta seo marTheagasc
Chriostai agus mar leabhar urnaithe. Mhuin siad an creideamh

3rd Leitirim Cubs and Scouts at St. Patrick’s Day Parade 1995
Leaders: Declan Duignan, Donal Scully, Liam Whyte, Paula Farrelly and Sheila Carney
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Ah frfrdovef fParrick-ffrfri'n Poetess
An Appreciation contributed by Victoria D. Franklin

Carrick
1 will not walk these roads ofpain
I will turn back to youth again;
‘Tisfull sunlight, though past the noon,
The night will not come very soon,

And ifyou haste; we may lie down
Before sunset in Carrick town.

0 brothers, sisters, come with me,
The old house still stand there, you see;
My little red-haired Tories, come,
For none can shut the door ofhome;
Were safe before the sun goes down,

And sleep is sweet in Carrick town.

Susan Langstaff Mitchell • Poet

0, hide me, Carrick, shut me in,

from a painting by John Butler Yeats (1899).
Photo courtesy Gallery of Ireland

Here in your little streets begin
Again for me the young surprise
Of life, give back the eager eyes,
The bounding hearts, the hands that clung,

Susan Langstaff Mitchell was bom in Carrick-on-Shannon on 5th
December 1866 - the daughter of Michael Mitchell (Manager of the
Provincial Bank in that town) and of Kate Teresa, his wife (who
was daughter of Lieut. Col. Cullen, of Skreeney, Co. Leitrim). On
the death of her father in 1873, she went to live with her aunts in
Dublin, where she was brought up, removing later to Birr, her
father’s native town, where she lived for many years.
She spent some years in London living with the Yeats family and
came to Sligo in 1899, finally returning to Dublin. She had early
shown great literary gifts and a talent for verse, serious and
humorous; and, when she went to live in Dublin, she became
associated with the Irish literary revival.
She had always a great love for Ireland, and any movement that
was for the improvement and well-being of the country appealed to
her. She was appointed Sub-Editor of the Irish Homestead (later
the Irish Statesman), the organ of the Irish Agricultural
Organisation Society, and worked with Mr. Harry Norman and
afterwards with "A.E." (George Russell), ‘till the time of her death
in 1926. Warm-hearted, sympathetic and brilliantly humorous, she
numbered among her friends people of all shades of thought. Her
temperament, as can be seen in her writing, was truly Irish - a
deep melancholy allied to a most delightful wit.
Her published works include “The Living Chalice" and other
serious poems; "Aids to the Immortality of Certain Personages in
Ireland" (humorous verse) and the extremely interesting and witty
"Life of George Moore". Her love of her native Carrick-on-Shannon
found expression in the following poem:-

The song our comrade voices sung.
See our own window set on high,

To catch the wonder of the sky;
Come, Brown Eyes, Blue Eyes, Curly Head,
0 come, my living, come, my dead.

0, Death, how did you find the way,
You tread so certainly to-day?

No bigger than a bulrush, I,
Beside the rushy Shannon cry;
There are no children on the shore,
The singing voices sing no more,
The sea draws all her rivers down,
And love has sailedfrom Carrick town.

Carrick-on-Shannon Tostal Times 1953,
Souvenir Booklet
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Parish Priests who served in

Important Dates for
your Calender

the Parish of Kiltoghert

1896 — 2222

- 2000 A.D. Friday 31st December:

10.00pm St. Mary’s Church,
Vigil Prayer to welcome in the
New Year 2000 A.D.

Saturday 1st January:

Day of Prayer for Peace
Solemnity of Mary, The Mother
of God

Thursday 6th January:

Feast of the Epiphany

Very Rev. Canon Michael Gilligan
Very Rev. Archdeacon Thomas O’Reilly
Rt. Rev. Dean Patrick Donohoe
Ven. Archdeacon Michael Kearney
Ven. Archdeacon Ciaran Ryan
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Michael Ryan
Very Rev. Brian Brennan

Curates who served in the

Wednesday 26th January: Millennium Choir sings at Choral
Concert in Mohill
Friday 28th January:

Millennium Choir sings at Choral
Concert in Carrick on Shannon

Sunday 30th January:

Millennium Choir sings at Choral
Concert in Longford

Tuesday 1st February:

Feast of St. Brigid

Monday 7th February:

Feast of St. Mel

Wednesday 8th March:

Ash Wednesday

Mid-March:

Breffni Players Millennium
Production of "Fiddler on the Roof"

Friday 17th March:

St. Patrick's Day

Sunday 16th April:

Palm Sunday

Sunday 23rd April:

Easter Sunday
I.H.C.P.T. Pilgrimage to Lourdes

Saturday 13th May:

First Holy Communion,
St. Joseph's Church, Leitrim

Sunday 14th May:

First Holy Communion,
St. Patrick's Church, Gowel

Sunday 21st May:

Diocesan Celebrations
at Ardagh, Co. Longford

Sunday 11th June:

Pentecost Sunday

Monday 17th July:

Youth Tour of Shrines of France

Sunday 30th July:

Pilgrimage to Croagh Patrick

Sunday 13th August:

Parish Mass on Sheemore

Tuesday 15th August:

Feast of the Assumption

Sunday 3rd September:
Sunday 17th September:

1896- 1915
1915-1932
1932- 1955
1955- 1970
1970- 1984
1984- 1994
1994 -

Parish of Kiltoghert
Rev. William O'Farrell
Rev. Francis O’Donoghue
Rev. James Egan
Rev. John O'Dowd
Rev. Thomas Gilleran
Rev. Edward O'Carroll
Rev. Patrick Moran
Rev. Bernard Keville
Rev. James Woods
Rev. Jeremiah Maculay
Rev. Francis Gilfillan
Rev. Edward Colreavy
Rev. George Stenson
Rev. John Newman
Rev. Ciaran Ryan
Rev. Kevin Sullivan
Rev. Francis Doyle
Rev. Michael Scanlon
Rev. Francis Prunty
Rev. Patrick Lennon
Rev. Michael Killian
Rev. Michael Rigney
Rev. Cathal Faughnan
Rev. Patrick Cassells
Rev. Gerard O’Brien
Rev. Michael Campbell
Rev. Michael Scanlon
Rev. Thomas Higgins
Rev. Thomas Flynn
Rev. Peter Tiernan
Rev. P.J. Hughes
Rev. Turlough Baxter

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock
Diocesan Celebrations
at Clonmacnois

1916-1932
1932 - 1933
1924 - 1935
1925 - 1937
1933 - 1938
1935 - 1943
1937-1949
1943-1949
1938 - 1953
1954 - 1956
1949 - 1956
1949 - 1956
1953-1959
1956 - 1961
1958 - 1965
1965 - 1968
1959 - 1970
1969 - 1973
1970-1975
1973-1978
1975 - 1983
1975 - 1990
1977-1979
1979-1980
1980-1982
1978-1987
1990-1992
1987 - 1993
1982 - 1995
1993-1998
1995 1998 -

Wednesday 1st November:Feast of All Saints

Thursday 2nd November: Feast of All Souls
Monday 6th November:

Feast of All Saints of Ireland

Friday 8th December:

Feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Our Lady

Monday 25th December:

Christmas Day

Sunday 31st December:

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Priests on loan who served
in Kiltoghert Parish
Rev. Thomas O’Connor, S.P.S.
Rev. John Enright, C.S.S.P.
Rev. Brian Flanagan, S.S.P.
Rev.Tadhg Kenny, S.M.
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