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Bridge Street, Driitnshanbo in early 1900s.
Lairds is at bottom of hill.
(Photo courtesy of John Keaney, Carrick-on-Shannon.)
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Lairds of Drumshanbo (1825 - 1988),
Reunion Weekend 2nd & 3rd August 2008.
ZeCttvii&l fotmittee,
Eamonn Daly, Helen Gibbons, Noel McPartland and Sean Nolan.

The idea of a reunion of former staff has been discussed for a number of years without anything being done
until now. Due to the enthusiasm of Ellen Gibbons, Maisie Fee, Sean Nolan and Shane McWeeney, we finally
decided in May to start planning for this weekend.
It is hard to believe that the compilation of this book only started at the end of June. We owe a huge debt of
gratitude to Eamonn Daly who took on the task at short notice, and, without his help, I doubt if we would have
prevailed. This is not a definite history of the Lairds, but during the few weeks available to us for compiling
this magazine we gathered as much information as possible. Our sincere thanks also to all who submitted
photos and articles for this publication.

The story in the book is of great historical value to this area as it attempts to set out the huge contribution by
the Laird family to Drumshanbo for over one hundred and sixty years. We are delighted to have with us today
some members of the Laird family, and we particularly welcome Betty Laird, Raymond’s wife, and Norma
Burrows, daughter of Caleb Laird and sister of Raymond Laird.
Sadly, at a time like this, there are absent friends and colleagues who have passed away, some very recently.
We remember them especially.
Finally, on behalf of the organising committee, I wish you all a very pleasant weekend and hope that old
friends will be reunited and new friends will be made.

Noel McPartland,
Member of Committee

We would like to acknowledge the invaluable work of the following people in helping us to
produce this magazine in a very short period:
Riona Daly (Drumshanbo), Rose Tierney (Carrigallen) and Josie Munnelly (Hillstreet)
for doing a lot of typing; Maeve Laird (Carrick-on-Shannon)
Brendan Delaney, ESB Archives. Dublin; Rita McPadden, Tarmon;
Kathleen Duignan, Co.Leitrim Partnership; Caroline Martin. Leitrim County Library, Ballinamore;
John Keaney, Photography, Carrick; Willie Donnellan Photography, Leitrim Village;
Henry Crawford, Drumshanbo; Peter Burrowes, Co. Down and David Burrowes, Stroke-on-Trent.
The Leitrim Observer and The Leitrim Guardian for use of articles already published.
Thanks also to our printers - DPS Print, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon.
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Significant Dates in the

History of Lairds
in Drumshanbo
Mid-1600s - The Lairds came from Scotland

1943 - Raymond Laird, son of Caleb, joins

and settled in Killukin, Carrick-on-Shannon.

the business.

1825 - John Laird arrives in Drumshanbo
from Killukin and establishes leather

1955 - ESB buys the electricity generating

business in Bridge St. where ‘The Millrace’

business as part of the Board’s Rural

Bar now stands.

Electrification Scheme.

1875 - Glover Laird, son of John, starts a

1962 - Raymond concentrates on developing

grocery business on Main St., where

the jam factory.

Gibbons’ Centra Supermarket now stands.

1965 - ‘Bo-Peep’ brand of jam developed and
1893 - Caleb Laird, son of Glover, joins

becomes a household name throughout the

business.

country.

1900 - Caleb starts sawmill and milling

1968 - Jam Factory modernised: “Most

business.

efficient in Ireland and Britain”.

1903 - Caleb brings first car to Leitrim. A

1970 - Company enters export markets.

1903 Darracq, registration number IT7

1971 - Lairds win Irish Export Award.
1906 - Caleb starts electricity generation

1980 - Gary Laird, son of Raymond, joins the

plant and supplies town.

company.

1910 - Creamery started in Drumshanbo and
1982 - Roger Laird, son of Raymond, joins

Ballinamore.

company.

1928 - Sells retail grocery business and starts
1983 - New factory opened - the most

wholesale business at Church Street.

modern in Europe.

1935 - Establishes jam factory, producing
1988 - Company sold to Food Industries Pic,

‘Breffni Blossom’ Jams and Marmalades.

thus bringing to an end the huge contribution

1936 - Huge fire destroys the corn

of the Laird family to the industrial and

mill and garage.

social life of Drumshanbo for over 160 years.

1938 - Establishes garage business.
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Brief Hlstoru of Lairds.
The Lairds came from Scotland to Ireland in the 17th Century and settled at Killukin near Carrick-on-Shannon. In May
1762, Glover Laird entertained John Wesley - the founder of Methodism - in his home in Killukin after John Wesley had
preached in Carrick. Glover and his wife. Miss Roycroft had ten children. One of them was Glover (1765 - 1845) who
remained in the home in Killukin. He was father of John Laird.

John Laird (1802 - 1871)
Around 1825, John moved to Drumshanbo and started a successful business, where ‘The Millrace Bar’ now stands in
Bridge St., selling leather and leather goods which were used mainly in the horse trade. The Laird family tree states that
he was a “draper, farmer and grocer”. He married Sally Shera. They had nine children.
Glover Laird (1841-1926)
Glover Laird was son of John Laird and father of Caleb Shera Laird and grandfather of Raymond Laird. Glover was a
forward-looking business man. He decided to leave the leather business in Bridge Street and set up a grocery shop in a
premises he had bought in Main Street. This shop was later to become T.J. McManus’s shop/supermarket, now
Gibbons’ Centra supermarket.

Glover Laird was appointed Clerk of the Petty Sessions by the government. He continued to build up his business, but,
unfortunately, at an early age his sight deteriorated and he had to call his son Caleb home from school at the age of
thirteen.

Caleb Shera Laird (1880-1972)
Caleb Shera Laird was indeed an entrepreneur, and while he continued to run the family business selling tea, sugar, tea
and weighing out small quantities of snuff, he did not see his future in this business. So, when the mill beside Church
Street came up for sale, he bought it. He had his own ideas about what he might do with it. The mill had a large water
wheel which generated power from the water running down the mill-race. Caleb employed a man from Co. Wicklow
who was a specialist in sawing timber, and so the first saw mill in the town started. Caleb purchased a mill grinder for
grinding corn so that the farmers in the area could bring the grain that they grew and thus feed their cattle.

In 1906, with the help of the Stewarts in Boyle, he started to generate electricity for the town from the water wheel at
the mill-race. Soon, the water wheel was unable to generate the power needed for all the town’s activities, so he
purchased a turbine and increased the height of the waterfall so that more horse power was produced. This created
greater efficiency and the opportunity for more machinery to grind grain for the farmers. Drumshanbo had electricity
before many large towns had it in the West of Ireland.
Later, he commenced the purchase of his own grain. He sold this in his own shop on Main Street. Other shopkeepers
began to ask for the product. As time went on, Caleb began to buy bacon, tea, sugar at special prices which enabled him
to sell these items to the local shops. This part of his trade became so large that in 1929 he decided to sell his retail shop
in Main Street and set up a wholesale grocery business in Church Street selling to shops in the area. This shop was
located where the Co. Leitrim Partnership Board offices now stand. T. J. McManus, father of Joseph, bought the retail
shop in Main Street. Caleb’s business continued to expand. He was selling grain, animal feeding stuffs, sugar, tea, bacon,
flour, bran, pollard, tobacco, snuff, salt, pepper, mustard, jam and marmalades etc. to many of the small shops in the
area. In 1932, W.P. McElroy - a Ranks’ representative - joined C.S. Laird Ltd.
In 1935, the fourteen jam manufacturers in Ireland formed an Association which, in fact, reduced the wholesaler’s
margin given to wholesale distributors. Caleb Laird did not agree with this decision, and he quickly purchased a small
jam factory in Boyle which had been run by the Derby family. He owned some land at the rear of his shop, store and
office in Church St., and he immediately converted the building into a jam factory which housed the equipment he had
brought from Boyle with some additional machinery he had purchased in Scotland. Miss Sadie Derby, who was daughter
of the proprietor of the jam factory in Boyle, came with the purchase of the factory and acted as its manageress. Thomas
Lockman, a jam boiler from Dundee in Scotland, was appointed as manager of the new factory in Drumshanbo. C.S.
Laird now owned a jam factory, a prosperous wholesale grocery, a mill producing animal feeding stuffs and grain, a large
flour distribution unit and a small electric generating facility.
In 1936, a disastrous fire in the mill disrupted progress for at least six months.
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In 1904, he had purchased the first car in Co. Leitrim, and thus his lifelong interest in the purchase, repair
and sale of cars was started. In the early late thirties, he built a garage and petrol-filling station at the end of
Church St. where McCormack’s Mace mini-market now stands. He had an agency for Bedford trucks and
Austin cars, later to be replaced by Morris cars. The garage business did not prosper during the war years
(‘The Emergency’ in the Irish Free State, 1939-45) due to severe petrol/diesel rationing. But once the war was
over and rationing decreased, the garage business began to boom. A larger garage was built and the Vauxhall
car agency was acquired. Even in the post war years, the supply of sugar was still meagre, so jam was difficult
to produce and hence to buy or sell. The Government then allowed importers to bring in jam from abroad, and
this put many jam factories out of business. Fortunately, C.S. Laird Ltd. survived this crisis and continued to
give much valued employment as it had done during this state’s economic war with Britain in the 1930s and
during the years of World War Two. (1939-45).

Main Street, Drumshanbo (around 1908)
Note Lairds’ grocery shop on left hand side of the street.
(Photo copyright - Keaneys’ Photo.)

Raymond Laird (1926-2004)
In 1943, Raymond Laird and W.P. McElroy’s son - Dalton - joined the business. The garage and workshop
business was expanded.
In the 1950s, the economic climate was not conducive to growth and some well-known jam producers such
as ‘Sunshine Works’, ‘Kavanaghs’, and ‘Holloways’ closed down.
A new activity entered the wholesale business called group trading and Lairds appointed sales representatives
hoping to sell more jam and obtain greater distribution. This they did. but profits were very small. In some
years a loss occurred, but the company was bolstered by the wholesale, garage and mill.

In 1955, Lairds sold their electricity plant to the E.S.B.. thus ending a service which had provided electricity
to the town for almost fifty years.
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In 1960, Lairds had to make a big decision. They were asked by Musgraves to become a group wholesaler
under VG. It would have cost a great deal of money to build a warehouse and, as it was, Lairds had a lot of
capital tied up. So, rather than pursuing this proposal, it was considered better to cut out the wholesale grocery
and to continue with the provision of sugar, animal compounds, flour, pollards etc. together with mill goods,
thus leaving them with a smaller amount of capital necessary.

In 1967, having visited and examined many other jam manufacturing plants, £60,000 was spent on new plant
and machinery. Lairds received a 50% grant from the newly formed Small Industries Division of the Industrial
Development Authority. The new plant opened in 1968 and it enabled the firm to reduce the costs of
production. The firm was also helped in 1969 by a maintenance strike which closed - for a period - all other
jam factories, thus enabling Lairds to enjoy bumper sales right through to September.
With increased production came the need for increased sales, because their present sales were not sufficient to
clear stocks. In 1970, assisted by the trade board C.T.T., Lairds took part in ANUGA, the World Trade Fair
held annually in Cologne, Germany. Shortly afterwards, they stalled to export jam to Libya, followed by Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates during the 1970s.
The Company was awarded Exporter of the Year in 1971. An export market to North America, particularly
Canada, was started in 1979 and shipments to the United States started in 1981. At this point, Lairds employed
almost 150 people and their turnover on jam alone was approximately £6 million. Between 1975 and 1983,
their share of the Irish market rose from 11% to well over 30%. Their brand names - ‘Bo-Peep’ and ‘Lairds’
were known all over Ireland.

In 1981 it was decided to build a state of the art factory on new land (containing the Carraig na Breac
development) in order to cater for the expansion of the business. This state of the art plant was opened in 1983,
and continued in business until 1988. In that year Food Industries Pic ( a Larry Goodman Company) bought
the business as a going concern.
This sale marked the end of the Laird family’s involvement in the industrial life of Drumshanbo to which they
had contributed so much for over 200 years.
The factory and lands were sold in 1994 to the Kepak Group who continued to produce jam to a much lesser
extent. They also produced pasta products. However, in 1999, Kepak closed the factory, and so ended an era
of food production that had endured from 1935.

Drumshanbo Community Council acquired a 99-year lease on the factory from the new owners, and once
again food production is taking place in The Food Hub. The remainder of the site is now the area owned by
Glennon Group on which fine houses and apartments are being built.

Clover Ander/on loird (1841 - 1926)
Glover Laird, pictured right, was father of C.S. Laird.
He married Margaret Stephenson. They had three
children. Glover bought a premises on Main St,.
Drumshanbo and started a grocery shop there in 1875.
This premises was subsequently bought by T.J. McManus
and is now Gibbons’ Centra Supermarket.
Glover Laird was appointed Clerk of the Petty Sessions by
the government.
Unfortunately, his sight deteriorated at an early age, and
he had to call his son, Caleb home from school when he
was thirteen years of age in 1893.
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PMee LIST FOK JAMS AND J€LLieS, 1937
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C. S. LAIRD, Ltd.
(Directors :

M. H. LAIRD,

C. S. LAIRD,

W. P. McELROY)

“BREFFNI BLOSSOM” Preserves
Pre.erve Work. :

Telephone : DRUMSHANBO 3.

DRUMSHANBO, Co. LEITRIM

Telegram. : "LAIRD, DRUMSHANBO"
m,i til,,,a imii, ti,io ,* 1111111111111111 ■ * 1M

*1111*111111 Mllltlllll

1/per doz.

2/per doz.

Raspberry & Goose ...

7/3

13/6

Strawberry & Goose ...

7/6

14/-

Strawberry & Apple ...

7/3

13/-

14/-

Raspberry & Apple ...

7/-

12/6

12/12/6

Black CL & Apple

7/-

12/6

Gooseberry & Apple ...

6/6

11/6

11/6

Plum & Apple Jam ...

6/9

12/-

1/per doz.

2/per doz.

Strawberry Jam

8/6

Raspberry Jam

8/-

15/6
14/6

•/-

14/6

Apricot Jam
Gooseberry Jam

7/9
6/9

Plum (stoned) Jam ...

7/6/6

JAMS & JELLIES

Black Currant Jam

...

Apple Jelly

JAMS & JELLIES

12/-

Mixed Fruit Jam

6/6

11/6

Lemon Cheese

7/8/6

15/6

Orange Marmalade ...

7/3

13/-

Damson Jam

7/-

12/6

Rasp. Flav. Jelly

Rhubarb Jam
Rhubarb and Ginger ...
■UUItlUIIMIIMlIlM

iMtititiitiiiiiiiiimiuiiiiiiiiiiHMiiimi IMIUMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII timiiiiiHMtiiatiHiiMMittt

TERMS.

Cash in One Month.

(No cash discount allowed over one month)

TRADE DISCOUNTS :
CASH DISC.

LEDGER DISC.
1 Gross Is. or Equivalent
2

„

Is...................

3
4
5

„
„
„

Is. „
Is. „
Is...................

HIMIIItlllltltlllllMllltlt

Nett
2Jo/o

2}o/o

31o/o
5o/o

2}o/o

6}o/o

2}o/o

2io/o

2}o/o

MI Ml 1111111111II111M11II11II11M t W <IM M J Ml B111*11 IMI ft 11111

EMPTY JARS.
All jars returned must be in sound condition; cracked jar* will not be credited for.
1/- per doz. 2s. Jars, and 6d. per doz. Is.

All orders delivered Carriage Paid.

CARRIAGE.

EMPTY CASES.

All cases returnable and not charged,

6d. allowed if case and divisions are

returned clean and in sound condition.

Company Statement, July 1937

11

Telepbc^ilS

STATEMENT

Telegram*—“LAIRD,
DRUMSHANBO”

Registered Office*—
DRUMSHANBO,
2f
1
r
CO. LEITRIM.

DRUMSHANBO,.^.*... A. Vxt;/...... 193 7
n

f

M. ifk....
1Directors
C. S. LAIRD.
M. H. LAIRD
W. 1’. McELROY,

I
.. .JoV.

—
co.

LEITRIM
LEI

]

)

T.
LiV *1

C. S. LAIR , Ltd.
Millers and Wholesale Merchants.

ELECTRIC LIGHT
STATION
EXIDE BATTERY ) OIAIIVW

Depot—
CARRICK-ON-SHANNON

Member l.M.TJt.

^-Aggnt for Austin Cars, Lorries, Radio Sets, Etc.
Page 7

Leitrim Local Studies

Garage and Repair Shops.
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Johnny McGourty helps to load crates
of jam on to truck
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Creameries
Lairds owned two creameries in Drumshanbo and Ballinamore in the early 1900s.
This is a page from the Accounts Book relating to the years 1915 to 1920.
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Taken from a report in ‘The Leitrim
Observer', 23 November, 1935, at the
official opening of the new jam factory
owned by Mr. C.S.Laird, Ltd.

DRUMSHANBO NEW
FACTORY.
AN INTERESTING CEREMONY.
TRIBUTES TO MR. C. S. LAIRD.
Speeches by Canon McCabe, P.P., and
Mr. Ben Maguire, T. D.
A HEADLINE FOR THE SAORSTAT.

There was a general holiday in Drumshanbo on
Monday to mark the opening of the new jam
factory of Mr. C. S. Laird, Ltd., of which Mr.
Laird and W. P. McElroy are the principal
directors.
There was a distinguished gathering to await this
auspicious event which means so much for the
promotion of the industrial life of the town and
district, a factor which has been the chief aim and
object of Mr. Laird’s life, who is the guide,
philosopher and friend of the people among
whom he lives and whose interests he has
advanced so unselfishly since boyhood. The
tributes paid by the speakers, Very Rev. Canon
McCabe, P.P., and Mr. Ben Maguire, T.D., at the
inauguration ceremony indicate Mr. Laird’s
worth and work, and as a public benefactor his
name is a household word in the County.
He deserves well of the people of his native
Leitrim who are whole-heartedly at the back of
this further project of Mr. Laird’s which has
come at an opportune moment to absorb many
from the unemployment list, and encourage the
development of our own industries.

The factory which was erected by Mr. P. Kelly
and Sons is very up-to-date and cost over £2,000,

and when all the machinery is installed will be
one of the most modern of its kind in the
Saorstat. It is lighted by electricity, and the
machinery will be electronically driven. In this
connection, we may mention that Mr. Laird has a
complete electrical plant for the working of his
mills and the lighting of the town and its business
houses.
Mr. Laird is one of the largest employers of
labour in Leitrim, and his men are a happy and
efficient band of workmen. Mr Thomas
Lockman, from Messrs. Leillers, Dundee, has
been appointed manager, and the staff which has
been employed as a start, is expected to grow to
large proportions.

The firm propose to buy all the fruit grown in
Leitrim, Roscommon and adjoining counties, and
when the factory is in full operation they hope to
procure large supplies of different fruits for the
manufacture of all classes of jams as a result of
big drives of the local Committee of Agriculture
under their horticultural schemes.
The factory is known as ‘Breffni Blossom’, a
name for which Miss Rita McTiernan,
Tullycorka, Spencer Harbour, Drumkeeran, was
awarded £5 out of hundreds of competitors by
Canon McCabe on behalf of the directorate.

As the hour approached for the opening
ceremony, the streets were packed, the many
distinguished visitors being warmly greeted on
their arrival. Before the opening ceremony, the
Drumshanbo Fife and Drum band discoursed a
choice selection of national airs.
Apologies for non-attendance were received
from Messrs. Stephen Flynn, T. D., and Martin
Roddy, T. D.
Speakers at the official opening ceremony were
Very Rev. Canon McCabe, P.P. Drumshanbo, Mr.
Ben Maguire, T. D. and Mr. C. S. Laird.
That night, a large gathering was entertained at a
large banquet in Flanagan’s Hotel, Drumshanbo
by the Directors, to whom many tributes were
paid for their enterprise.
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Above: Pictured at the opening of the new jam factory on Monday 18th
November, 1935.
L-R: Pat Finn, Paddy Kelly, Rita McTiernan, Rev. Canon McCabe P.P.
Drumshanbo, Ben Maguire T.D. and Caleb Laird (Managing Director).
Rita McTiernan from Spencer Harbour, Drumkeeran, won the competition organised
by Lairds to select a brand name for the new jam range. Hundreds entered the
competition and Rita McTiernan’s entry of “Breffni Blossom” was adjudged to be the
winner and with it the prize of £5.
Paddy Kelly was a local building contractor who built the row of houses on the
Carrick Road known as ‘Congress Terrace’ named in honour of the Eucharistic
Congress held in Dublin IN 1932. Pat Finn was manager of the electricity plant.
(Photo: Irish Press)

DESCRIPTION OF FACTORY
A special representative of the ‘Irish Press’ on
Tuesday, gave the following description of the
factory:
It is the type of factory that should meet with
universal approbation for it supplements and co
operates with agricultural activities. Leitrim is a
great apple-growing district, and the factory will
absorb all the apples it can get from the country
round. Further, blackberries grow in great
profusion in the neighbourhood and these will be
converted into jelly. The first fresh preserves to

be made will be marmalade; the oranges are due
to arrive in a few weeks time. Later, the
promoters of the jam industry will try to interest
the farmers nearby in fruit-growing so that the
factory may buy it at its own door. In countries
where fruit is grown in fields for jam, preserves
are made so as to keep the industry busy in the
off-season. The fruit is picked, cleaned and
placed in barrels containing 40 gallons of water
and a 6% solution of sulphur dioxide. The
barrels are then headed up and sealed. It is found
on opening that the fruit contains its original
flavour and quality. In boiling, the sulphur
dioxide is taken off with the steam.

Leitrim Local Studies
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Roscommon Harriers at a meet in The Square, Drumshanbo 1939.
In foreground, with bowler hat, C.S. Laird and Jim ScotIan to his right wearing cap.
(Photo courtesy of John Keaney, Carrick-on-Shannon).

Fifteen Jams
It is the intention of the jam factory to supply
Connacht and Donegal with jam. Incidentally, it
is the first jam factory to be established in
Connacht. No one in Leitrim need ever say again
that they have bread and butter but no jam, for
Drumshanbo is to put fifteen types on the market.
They will include, strawberry, raspberry, apricot,
etc., jellies of certain kinds and, in addition,
marmalade and mince-meat will be made in the
factory.
I hear that the people of Leitrim have put down
their foot with regard to two kinds of jam vegetable marrow and blackberry.

ginger may say), and I admit that the
seedlessness of blackberry jelly brings the scale
down on the side of that particular jelly as
compared with blackberry jam.

But at any rate, the Drumshanbo people have
passed fifteen types for the consumption and
most of us will not have realised there were so
many types in existence.
The oranges will be imported fresh to the
Drumshanbo factory shortly, not in pulp. They
are cleaned, washed and peeled. The skin is
passed through a special electrically driven
orange-cutting machine which cuts thousands of
oranges in a day into fine shreds.

I sympathise especially with their view of the
former (no matter what the favourers there with

Page 12

(Leitrim Observer’, 23rd Nov. 1935.)

Leitrim Local Studies

An insurance statement from the Royal Insurance Company issued to C.S. Lairds Ltd. on 7th May 1936.
This statement shows that the company employed 3 clerical staff, 1 commercial traveller, 3 lorry drivers,
1 carter’s helper, 1 storeman, 1 storeman casual, 4 in mill and electric light plant, 2 in garage, 14 in jam
factory.
DUBLIN
Pol.

Due 7 til-

36

Pol.

No.

BRANCH.

E.....5 Q.$.3.5.3....._______

Under Condition 5 of your policy, the observance of which Is a condition precedent to the Company's liability, you are required:(a) To keep a proper Wages Book ;
(bi To allow the Company at all times to Inspect such books;
(O To supply the Company within one month of expiry of the period of insurance with a correct account of all wages,
salaries, and other earnings paid during that period.
NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT.—The amounts entered In column (3) below MUST INCLUDE the sums which the Employer has
deducted from the wages of his Employees under the provisions of the National Insurance Acu

Royal
\insurance/
^company/
< LIMITED >

ed. ........................................................................

Insured......................... (4. T.Laird

Agency.................................................................. .T.Laird Ltd .
EMPLOYEES.

PAYMENTS AND ALLOWANCES
DURING THE PAST YEAR.
Value of Board
and/or
Gross Salaries,
or other
Wages and other
Money Earnings of consideration in
Direct Employees. addition to Money
Earnings.

Description and Classification of
Occupations.

£
3
z
in

(Jl

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY.

umh

1

_ ■“
_ Total
Earnings.

Rale 1
per

•

Estimated
Earnings

Premium.
|

Policy.

<4>

(3)

£,

£

TJ

Clerical Staff

fe;

"o
V
05

J

Commercial Travellers {includingcommissions i

I

’

and any other emolument.i\

X

Employees engaged in connection with i
wood-working machinery driven by •
mechanical power and their labourers. 1

z

{The total earnings of such employees must he
included in this item, irrespective of whether
they ace wholly or partially engaged with such
machinery /.

Other Employees, viz,:<kz&J'WA

"^>

'Tib
J

. Jo"1'-

i

?\rV\,
U- AXxiJb AJMak ^X
.X..

o
<
0- *1
“
IF. © I. _ w'
uj <
2 5 ° 5 o m
□ x| w
sr 3 ui| a
=
h

-ts o
n1 ry
*6

\©t^
M?o

\hf

N.B.-Ir Employees of any other clns&ti)'ve been employed, particulars should be entered above.

’I*.

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS MUST BE REPLIED TO:

Have you employed any Apprentices during the past)
I
year? If so, please state how many, and their wages.) No........(....

i st week

3

Wages C
No. boarded 1
only
J

If any of your Employees are boarded or housed, please state}

Are any other allowances granted in kind or money?
nature and value
...
...........................................

V

<J
Jf

2VX

If so, please state)

. ......... ••

No. housed)
only
I

X

(a) State which Abstract, if any, of tlw Factory—Aot
Son- ■
Textile, l.at/ndrv Factory. I.aundrv Workshop, Fnnt H erks Bleaching
and Dyeing Works, or' Workshop Abstract) is posted in your works

(«).

(4) If the present insurance applies to more than one Factory, please state
(i) how many and (it) which Abstract of the Factory Act is posted in each.

(A)

(c) Have you any machinery (other than wood working machinery) driven by
mechanical power...........................................
........................................

(4-

PCOTB.— 7 Me infuniatieu aeted/er in Quetfient e fa/, (b) and ft} is requiredSir tkt gurgatt of making tkt Kttrerm « tkt Heme Ofict an ye*’ Mai/ under Section it ej tkt Workmen e Coenfetuntion Ac

I/We hereby declare and warrant that the above questions are truthfully answered, and that the total amount of wages, salaries and other
earnings (including overtime, board and/or lodging and other allowances) paid io all 5k Employees durin£^jrtie^welve_monthsj*duch_ended_on_the
_
_.73;L....lja2r".j 4..§.?.§.......................... as stated above.

Date............................................. ■9a

-

Signature of 1
Employer I

t» (oV”
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Social Outings in 1940s
1948
Left: pictured at Lairds’
Garden Party in Corryard,
Drumshanbo, 30th June
1948.
Back Row: L-R:
Maria Clarke, Lily Finn,
Annie Gaffney, Maggie Ann
Dolan, Kathleen Beirne,
Bridge Fox, Bridgie Quinn,
Jenny Flynn, Bridgie Farrell
and Therese Dolan.
Front Row: L-R: Lizzie Ann
Keaney, May Conlon, May
McManus, Nellie Quinn,
Kathleen O’ Boy,
Kitty Lynch (R.I.P) and
Annie May Mulvey (R.I.P)

1948
Right: Back Row: L-R:
Bridgie Farrell,
Ethel Gilmore,
Ellie Ann Shan ley,
Bridgie Fox, ?,
Maggie McGirl and
May O’Brien.
Front Row: L-R:
Nelly and Bridgie Quinn,
Sissie Gill, ?, Molly
Mulvey, Lizzie Mulvey,
Lily Finn and Mae Bohan.

Late 1940s
Left: L-R: Bridgie Farrell,
Maggie McGirl (R.I.P),
Annie May Mulvey (R.I.P)
and Bridgie Fox.
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Left: A staff-outing at
Kilronan Castle, Ballyfarnon
in the late 1940s.
Back Row: L-R:
Lizzie Mulvey, Maggie McGirl,
Annie Gaffney, Lizzie Ann
Keane and Mary O’Brien.
Front Row: L-R:
Mae Bohan, Lily Finn, Bridgie
Quinn, Nancy McCormack,
Peggy Moran, Ellie Ann
Shanley, Chris Hackett
(R.I.P.).

Right:
Pictured at Mrs. Hall’s
wedding on 6th September
1951.

L-R: Nellie Quinn, Mrs Hall,
Lily Finn, Eileen O’Brien,
Bridgie Fox, Bridgie Quinn.

Left:
L-R: Paddy McKenna, Peggy
Conefrey, Frank Armstrong,
Eithne Conifrey, Paddy
Timoney and Ann Jane
Cunningham.
Kneeling: Hughie Kearns.
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Advertising in C.I.E. Timetable October 1955

LlMlTED

.avert"*'

(Am!*"’''

11

Miu-£RS ANd
*h°LEsZe
e^CHants

"

,v letvio )( nol

than*5*

\ouri
HAW*"-'

%Z?UN*>
MUX*

CSL/;<B

October 14th,19§5.

Messrs Harpers Ltd.,
1(College Green,
Dublin. /
J

Deer 31rs,
’fe are In r oeipt of your
copminlos tion 11267/827re: Advertlseaent
Eud would point out we ade an ora/lsslon.
"Jara anufeoturere" should kve been
included and If It does not put you to
■uch trouble we will be glad If you Include
this.
'Tlth apologies.
«.
Yours faithfully,
;.3.Laird Ltd.,

■

D lreotor.
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Correspondence 1936 and 1943
Manufacturers

Association
o,«
DUBLIN.

WHB/DU

BABKIN. '•*

CtlM«

17th June

,lr«3, Eoq.
Herohunt

Orui“^uitrl».

Dear Sir,
I have been requested to

write you t
Xseocletlon

you would oeet neubere of our

Know whether
3r the purpose

nt season, on*

qieoueelns tmJln, condone

early

lf ,O, they «uw be ple« «

,eeble to

,ouw you wnaw i«» - xn0"

and nene an early W.
conference.

yours faithfully

1 “® directed tv

I

r«lnd
you that 1* 1
I »'
the Bgergency

These two letters from the Irish Jam
Manufacturers’ Association show that the
Association was trying to bring the new
arrival (Lairds) into ‘Line’!

.
’

for Sopplie

Previn,
19«. ye

“ r«.

.. a,.
W al*° Fttr«oul.r,

““ or -Oh. ration

during the oonthAe your return tor the
“• hot yet been receive,'y

Irish Jam
W. H. BASKIN. F.B.A.A.
SECRETARY.

‘-haaatlo

‘
M '
”

Manufacturers’ Association
WHB/DU

34

DAME STREET,

DUBLIN

Tklirmonb—Dublin at SB I— 1.
TiLianAUB—BALANcaa Duet in

2Jrd Tune 1936.

C. 3. Laird, Esq.,
C.S.Lnlrd Ltd.,
Drumshanbo,
Co.Leitrim.

Derr Sir,

I thrnJc you for your letter of yesterday's drte, and
oonflrn arrangement b;

o on telephone tils afternoon for

you to meet members of our Association at the QHSSHAli HOTEL,

on FRIDAY next, at 12.JO p.m.

Yours faithfully,

SECRETARY.
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In 1906, C.S. Laird established an electricity generating plant in Church Street which was powered by the Millrace. This
plant supplied electricity to Drumshanbo for almost fifty years until the ESB took over the system in 1955 under the
Rural Electrification Scheme.
Lairds’ Electricity Generating Plant initially supplied electricity only to houses in the town, but in November 1907, at a
public meeting held in Drumshanbo Courthouse, C.S. Laird outlined his plan to install electric light on the streets of
Drumshanbo, thus making it one of the first towns in the West or North West of Ireland to have its streets lit by electric
light.

The following newspaper article was first
published in ‘The Leitrim Observer’on 9th
November 1907 and re-printed in
‘The Leitrim Observer’
Centenary Magazine in 1990.

Installation of Electric Light
in Drumshanbo Streets
On Saturday evening, 2nd inst., a meeting was held
in the Courthouse, under the auspices of Rev. Father
Manning, P.P. (Chairman), to consider the most
feasible scheme by which electric light, which has
been some eighteen months installed in
Drumshanbo, could be introduced into the streets
for the purpose of lighting up the dark thoroughfare
of the town for winter.

The electric plant is in charge of Mr. C. S. Laird. He
has been contemplating this idea since the inception
of the electric current, and considering the best
means to be adopted by which his plant would be
successful, and after much deliberation on his part
he had undertaken the initiative of lighting the
streets before the winter comes on. He spoke to
Rev. Father Manning of his intention, and the latter
Rev. gentleman warmly supported his projection.
This young gentleman, who is now in his vigour of
manhood, is grave, courteous, affable in his
deportment, and possessing a high magnanimity.
His enterprising mind last year conceived the idea
of the introduction of electricity into Drumshanbo.
He entered into negotiations with Mrs. B. McKeon
for the acquirement of a corn-mill which her late
husband used for grinding, and after some while an
agreement was arrived at.
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Pat Joe Costello bringing his ‘wet
battery’ to be charged for his radio.
Pat Joe was an employee of the
company.
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When Mr. Laird got possession he had the old fabric
completely overhauled and renovated all over. Then
he fitted it up with the most up-to-date machinery
for grinding corn and generating the electric current
to their homes, superseding, thereby, the old and
obsolete lamp and candle.
The acquisition of electric arcs to the streets during
the winter will be of incalculable benefit to the
commercial and moral interests of the town. On
Sunday evenings when the shops are shuttered, and
darkness prevails all round in the winter season, it is
well-nigh impossible to drive through the streets of
the town, and it takes all the energies that a skilled
and astute driver can command to negotiate his team
safely without colliding or coming to grief when
passing round some of the abrupt corners that lead

to the country. The electric will also serve materially
as a ‘search-light’ thrown on these dark places, and
tend to remove any mischievous delinquents to
other places where the rays cannot reach.
An Executive Committee was appointed to carry out
the regulations, the members being - Messrs. G. W.
Crawford, J. P; P. McManus, Co. C.; P. Donnelly.
The General Committee - Rev. Father Manning,
President; Mr. G. W. Crawford, J. P; P. McManus,
Co. C.; Mr. J. Doherty, Mr. R. J. Lynn, Mr. P.
Donnelly. On the proposition of Mr. C. S. Laird,
seconded by Mr. P. McManus, Co. C., a hearty vote
of thanks was accorded to Fr. Manning for
presiding.
(The Leitrim Observer - Nov. 9th, 1907)

VNVEILINC OF COMMEMORATION PLAQUE, JULY 2006.
■

lit iif

In 1906 Caleb Shera Laird, established •

an electricity generating station on this site,
powered by the Millrace system, which
supplied electricity to Drumshanbo

jp?-

CO

«’

The ESB then took over the system underja
the Rural Electrification scheme in 1955.1

jtTHIS PLAQUE WAS UNVEILED BY HIS DAUGHTER
NORMA 8URROWES ON THE 18TH OF JULY 20
wumitignbo Community fn.,..;i i,j .

Norma Burrows (nee Laird) sister of Raymond Laird speaks at unveiling of plaque
in July 2006. Noel McPartland
is holding microphone.

A

fcaaLLL_____ -

L d *° com™morate the Cent

Photo of plaque commemorating establishment of Electricity
Generating Plant

lif*z ±888 -

gliwupse of

Compiled by Leo Kenny (FLIP.)
1888 -

It was full steam ahead for the new Narrow Gauge Railway Line and a new economic life for the town.

1889 -

Drumshanbo’s first GAA team, St Patrick,s, captained by Tim Foran N.T., takes the field.

1891 - Local Parnell supporters led by Paddy McManus, High St. hit the headlines when they marched to Carrick-onShannon and broke up an anti-Parnellite rally which ended in a riot.
1894 - John Dillon M.P. addresses big Nationalist public meeting in the town, chaired by the Parish Priest, Fr. John

Kelly.
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Electricity Supplier
From 1906 to 1955, Lairds supplied electricity to Drumshanbo. This letter from the ESB to
Lairds in December 1936 concerns the renewal of the company’s temporary permit.
bORT) SOtACAIR Atl
ELECTRICITY

r

teiCCReACAIS

SUPPLY

60-62 SpAn) UaCcauaC

BOARD

au

ttl Oca

60-62 UPPER MOUNT STREET

bxMte AtA CLiAt, in 18

Do

DUBLIN, C. 18.

YOUR REF.

CcLepdn : Odtlc

Aca CIiac
Tel.phon.: DUBLIN SI97I

Ap

dCas

61971

CeLest’AinA ; eieci'iipply bAile

Aca CIiac
Telegram.: ELECSUPPLY, DUBLIN

OUR REF.

A.116.

4th December, 1936.
C. S. Laird, Esq
Drumshambo,
o. Leitrim.

Dear Sir,

In connection with the renewal under Section 37 of
the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1927, of your temporary Permit
which expired on the 30th ultimo, I am directed by the
Electricity Supply Board to enclose herewith a further temporary
Permit for period ending on the 30th November, 1937.
Your attention is specially invited to the conditions
under which the Permit Is issued, and I am to take this
opportunity of advising you that the information which may be
required from time to time for statistical purposes may be in
relation to all or any of the items set out in the attached
Schedule.

In this connection I am to add that normally a general
return on the lines indicated will be asked for in April of
each year and the particulars required will be in respect of
the year ended 31st March.
The issue of Permit is conditional on your networks and
plant being maintained in a safe condition to the Board's
satisfaction, and being subject to Inspection by the Board's
Engineer,
<

Yours faithfully,

Enclosures '
MMcB.

SECRETARY-.__
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From J 906 to 1955, Lairds supplied Drumshanbo with electricity from its electricity generating plant in
Church Street. At the end of July 1955, the changeover from Lairds to the ESB as supplier was completed.
The following is a Memorandum from the ESB’s District Office, Sligo in December 1955 regarding the
changeover.

E4$.B.

/ /

»

0.

To........

YOUR REF.

!

...............

OUR REF.

SUBJECT (One Subject - Ont Memo.)

have been

The above jobs
follows

2.12.'55

completed and the nett costs are as

Changeover-Job 34094:
TIME

Actual:
Authorised

DATE

Drumshanbo Rural Area
Drurishanb 0 Town G. 0.
Jobs 34109 •
and 34094.

100/1/86.

Drurnshanb 0

MEMORANDUM
1
1
From
District Office, Sligo.

MATERIAL

1,179. 2. 7.£3,368,19.
-

Overspent:

-

9.

OTHERS

TOTAL

£6,560.11. 2.
-

£11,-108.15. 6.
6,790. 0. 0.

-

-

£ 4,318.13. 6.

Drumshanbo Rural Area - Job 341C0:

¥o..

JL-JLO,.
Ref.

From

t’

.

&...

Subject

Copies

........ . ....................

to

..................... .............
..........

Ours...........................

iMemoftcwctum
Construction began in Drumshanbo in late April 1955, and the Town changeover and the Rural Area was
completed at the end of July, approximately three months.

Drumshanbo Town Changeover

For fifty years, Messrs. C. S. Laird Ltd. had supplied the town with D.C. power but the plant and network was
not now what it used to be. The consumers were of a motley type. Some paid 8d per unit consumed, others
paid a few pounds per annum, and more paid nothing.

The metres were unsealed! If you wanted to use a fire or kettle, permission was necessary, and a cooker would
be taboo.
The 162 consumers now supplied in the town from the Board’s network are satisfied with 1955 reliability at
1955 charges. We must place on record our thanks for the co-operation received from Mr. Laird throughout
the changeover. The old network was completely removed, and the standard E.S.B. L.T. network substituted.
The whole operation was smoothly carried out without any interruption of supply as A. C. and D. C. supplies
were maintained simultaneously.
The final changeover figure including acquisition was £13,015, return 8.5% and an increase ol — consumers.
Revenue £1121.
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9 QT69& trow
Left:
Pictured outside jam
factory in 1955
Back Row: L-R:
Evelyn Hopkins,
Rose Nugent, Chris
Hackett, Lizzie
Mulvey, Cissie Gill,
Nancy McCormack,
Ellie Ann Shanley
and
Bridgie Fox.
Front Row: L-R:
Ellen Hackett,
Maureen McGlynn,
Mary Foley, Molly
Mulvey and
Eileen Earley.

Above: Pictured at back of Lairds in 1955 with
Church of Ireland in background.
Back Row: L-R: Rose Nugent, Maureen
McGlynn, Mary Foley, Ellen Hackett, Kitty
Lynch R.I.P., Ethel Gilmore, Molly Mulvey and
Eileen Earley.
Front Row: L-R: Bridgie Fox, Bridgie Farrell,
Nancy McCormack, Lizzie Mulvey,
Cissie Gill R.I.P

Left: L-R:
Nellie Quinn, Ellie Anne Shanley,
Mary Flynn R.I.P.
Pictured around 1955
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in lyoz.

In 1962, Raymond Laird opened the first self-service shop in Drogheda. It was called ‘Supermarket
Value Ltd.’ and this picture was taken at the opening in 1962.
The manager of the supermarket was Charlie Egan, a former company representative at Lairds. The
assistant manager was Gus Gorman who, like Charlie, was from Ballymote.
Included in the picture with the local staff are:
Front Row: Joseph Egan, Gus Gorman, Betty Laird, Raymond Laird, Lila Egan, Charlie Egan.
Middle Row: John Flood, Maisie Fee, Margaret Flood.
Back Row: Shane McWeeney (third from left), Aidan Egan, Kevin Egan
and Paul Egan (second from right).
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9 Q?69K tTOPJ WOTJC
Left:
Pictured outside jam
factory in 1955
Back Row: L-R:
Evelyn Hopkins,
Rose Nugent, Chris
Hackett, Lizzie
Mulvey, Cissie Gill,
Nancy McCormack,
Ellie Ann Shanley
and
Bridgie Fox.
Front Row: L-R:
Ellen Hackett,
Maureen McGlynn,
Mary Foley, Molly
Mulvey and
Eileen Earley.

Above: Pictured at back of Lairds in 1955 with
Church of Ireland in background.
Back Row: L-R: Rose Nugent, Maureen
McGlynn, Mary Foley, Ellen Hackett, Kitty
Lynch R.I.P., Ethel Gilmore, Molly Mulvey and
Eileen Earley.

Front Row: L-R: Bridgie Fox, Bridgie Farrell,
Nancy McCormack, Lizzie Mulvey,
Cissie Gill R.I.P

Left: L-R:
Nellie Quinn, Ellie Anne Shanley,
Mary Flynn R.I.P.
Pictured around 1955
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opening or nrsr seir-service snop in L^rogneaa in lyoz

In 1962, Raymond Laird opened the first self-service shop in Drogheda. It was called ‘Supermarket
Value Ltd.’ and this picture was taken at the opening in 1962.
The manager of the supermarket was Charlie Egan, a former company representative at Lairds. The
assistant manager was Gus Gorman who, like Charlie, was from Ballymote.
Included in the picture with the local staff are:
Front Row: Joseph Egan, Gus Gorman, Betty Laird, Raymond Laird, Lila Egan, Charlie Egan.
Middle Row: John Flood, Maisie Fee, Margaret Flood.
Back Row: Shane McWeeney (third from left), Aidan Egan, Kevin Egan
and Paul Egan (second from right).

S990
L-R: Mary Bambrick (nee Barry),
Mary Lynch R.I.P. and
Frances Dowler (nee Kearns).
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In October 1968, Lairds opened a modernised jam factory which was, in the words of
Raymond Laird, “capable of turning out a finished product in one hour, against a full day’s
production originally. ” Below is part of the front page report from
‘The Leitrim Observer’ of Saturday 5th October 1968.
RENT YOUR T.V.
9/6 PER WEEK

McD"nre
ermott &
noFix*
tclu ision

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON.

■

co.

PKone: 96.

Drink rcfrceking

FUN
£$*41
6d.
,l" FO® TRANSMISSION
Roscommon,
Longford Cavan and Sligo Hews ‘ TO*K rustPrice
OFFKX. NT.
AT NlMSFAFU RAIt nF mST.^t- XltUND C1ASS Ml AOT —•’ NtW

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON.

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 5tk, 1968.

No.

40,

delicious - so good
IN FAMILY SIZE BOTTLES
AT ONLY 1/4.

-OST EFFICIENT IN BRITISH ISLES

MODERNISED JAM FACTORY
OPENED IN DRUMSHANBO

Mr. Brian Lenihan, T.D., Minister for Education, cutting the tape at the entrance to Messrs. Lairds modernised Jam Factory. Also

in the picture are Mr. Raymond Laird, Mr. Caleb Laird, and Mrs. R. Laird. In the background are some of the staff including Messrs.
John Flood, Jack Doherty, Shane McWeeney, General Manager, and Sean Nolan, Production Manager.

Ceremony Performed By
Minister For Education
The modernised Jam Factory of Messrs. C. S.
Laird Ltd., Drumshanbo, which was officially
opened by the Minister for Education, Mr. Brian
Lenihan, T.D. on Wednesday afternoon
(yesterday) produces jams and marmalades at
high speed, completely automatically, without
handling and is rated as one of the finest and
most efficient in the British Isles.

(Photo by J. Keaney, Carrick).

Raw material for the factory, such as fruit, is
grown in Leitrim and the surrounding counties
and all the staff are local men and women.
Mr. Lenihan, speaking at a luncheon in the Bush
Hotel, Carrick afterwards, said that the opening
of this new factory at Drumshanbo was further
evidence that, given the opportunity, people in
the West of Ireland were more than capable of
employing enterprise and initiative.
The project was also a sign of a continuing
successful tradition. Many were aware that
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ancestors of the present Managing Director
carried on business in Drumshanbo since 1840.
The family established many close ties with the
town, and in 1906, as may surprise many, they
built a private power station from which
electricity was supplied to the town.

In the present venture, Mr. Lenihan went on, the
promoters were aided under the Small Industries
Programme which came into operation in April
1967.
This programme represented a very important
aspect of industrial development in Ireland.

“It is well known that Mr. Laird has many
business interests and connections outside county
Leitrim. We are particularly fortunate that he has
chosen to centre his activities in Drumshanbo.
The confidence he has placed in the farmers of
Co. Leitrim, shown by the modern premises and
plant inaugurated, will, we feel sure, mean
continued economic prosperity both for Messrs.
Laird and Co. and for many farmers in the
county.”
Welcoming the Minister and guests, Mr. R. A.
Laird, Managing Director, said the firm started
manufacture of jams and marmalade in
November, 1935, when Mr. Ben Maguire
performed the official opening.

Continuing, Mr. Laird said that 33 years later, the
firm was proud to be in business, not just as they
were, but geared for greater progress with a plant
capable of turning out a finished product in one
hour, against a full day’s production originally.
The firm was proud also to have a greater
number of people from counties Leitrim and
Longford growing fruit with the help of
Government officials, and it was planned to
expand this field of activity now and in the
future, giving considerable income to farmers
and helping to keep more on the land at home.
Mr. Laird said that next month the firm’s first
export order would be shipped, the first he
hoped, of many. The initial decision to expand,
he said, was prompted by the Government’s
anxiety to help industry in the West, and the firm
was grateful for the assistance, both technical and

otherwise, offered from county level and
headquarters.
He paid tribute to his staff for their hard work and
loyal support; the sales representatives who had
obtained record sales; the production team for
their great efforts to maintain supplies; the
storeroom, dispatch and transport team and
C.I.E. for their unfailing assistance; the office
and administrative officials; the builders and
electricians, who worked at times during the
night to facilitate the firm, and his father, C. S.
Laird, who originally thought up the idea of
making jam.
“We thank the people of Ireland who continually
buy our produce and guarantee to them our
anxiety to improve at all times our quality where
possible and in turn sell at an economical price.
We are confident in the West, in county Leitrim
and, in particular, in our own progress for the
future, and join other manufacturers all over
Ireland in helping the economy which Ireland so
richly deserves,” he concluded.
Mr. T. J. McManus, County Manager,
Sligo/Leitrim, said that as one who had been
associated with the Leitrim County Development
Team, he followed with much interest Mr.
Laird’s proposals for the expansion of this
project. It was very satisfying for the members
of the Development Team to see a project with
which they were intimately connected coming to
fruition in this way.

(‘Leitrim Observer’ - Sat. 5th October 1968)

Ms. Derby’s Garden -1949
Pictured in Ms. Derby’s garden in 1949:
L-R: Maria Clarke, Bridgie Quinn, (R.I.P.), Nellie
Quinn, Bridgie Farrell and Alice Flanagan (R.I.P.)
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This article was published in ‘The Leitrim
Observer’ on Sat. 18th March 1972
following the death of C.S. Laird on 14th
March 1972.
Mr. Caleb Shera Laird, Chair
man of C. S. Laird. Ltd., who died
at his residence, Corryard, on
Tuesday morning week last, was
Drumshanbo Town's oldest resid
ent, and one of Leitrim's bestknown personalities.
A member of a family which
has an unbroken association with
the area for 200 years, his death
at 92 has severed many links with
the past.
His wife predeceased,
him :n 1943.
In 1906, Caleb Shera Laird,
then a retail grocer, purchased a
derelict mill in the town. Firstly,
he produced electricity, and thus
gave Drumshanbo the proud dis
tinction of having electric light
long before bigger centres of pop
ulation throughout the country.
Not satisfied with providing light
in the homes of the residents, he
also provided the public lighting
on tire streets of the town. This
he did free of charge, until the
Leitrim County Council took over
the responsibility of maintaining
the street lighting. It was not
until after the Second World War,
that the town enjoyed - all night
lighting. Prior to this, the lights
used to go off at midnight, except
on the occasion of a dance or
death in the town, when they were
left on all night. On the establish
ment of the B.S.B. rhe lighting
system continued to be operated
under licence, until it was finally
taken over by the Board in 1951.
One of the anecdotes, Mr. Laird
used enjoy recalling was the visit

Above: C.S. Laird pictured outside his home, Corryard
House, Drumshanbo which he built in 1912.

Regretted Death of DrumsfifinDO
Pioneer
of the Bishop of Ardagh & Clonmacnois to the late Canon Mc
Cabe, Parish Priest. It appears
that due to the low supply of
water in the millrace. the elec
tricity had to be rationed. Anxious
to impress the bishop, since gas
was still in operation In Longford,
the Canon called in to Mr. I_aird,
as he and the Bishop were going
for a walk, and asked him t
generate the electricity, as spoil
as he saw them returning to the
house. This Mr. Laird did, so
that when the Carton and the
Bishop returned to the house, the
former switched on the light. The
Bishop was impressed beyond
words. Some days later, the
Canon called to thank Mr. Laird.
"Everything went grand" said the
Canon, “but I had an awful Job
trying to get the bishop to bed
before the lights went out at
midnight!”
He used the mill for grinding
grain for the farmers of the drea.
This soon blossomed into using
home grown grain, and imported
maize, and selling ground meal to
the local shops.

Owning a retail shop, he was
in^ssrtvperitjoti .wirli Lbe shrtTg^ia-^
the aren — hesdld Tins wIucVE^s
situated _in Main Street (now the_
McManus Supermarket), built a
itw premises in Church Street in
1933, adjoining the Mill. Here he
went into the wholesale grocery,
lour distribution, and animal
'eeding stuffs from the mill.
The business increased to such
in extent, that he formed a
Limited Company, taking in a
veil-known representative from a
Flour Company, and gave him a
lirectorship.
November 16th, 1935 saw the
jperting of a Jam Factory which
started in a small way under the
liredtion of a Scottish production.
Manager, and a qualified jam ex>ert. A small but local distribuion was tied in with the whoJeiflle grocery.
H living overcome the many
iifficulties of the War Years, a
sew production plant was InItalled which must be rated us
jne of the first and most efficient
n these islands. Proof of this was
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the recent presentation to the
Firm by the Minister for Industry
k Commerce of the 1971 Export
fcward of the Year. The firm’s
a ms and marmalades arc now
being sold on the home and
foreign markets. Fruit for the
factory is grown by farmers in
Leitrim and adjoining counties.
Dvcr 50 employees are bn the
[inn’s payroll.
In addition to providing the
town with electric light, C. S.
Laird also provided it with a
domestic water supply, until a
new water supply and sewerage
stem was provided in 1938 by
e Leitrim County Council.
He had the proud distinction
d{ owning the first motor-car in
Leitrim. A French Darratq, il was
purchased by him in 1903. He
sold it two years later. It lay in
a scrap yard from 1908 to 1937,
when it was bought by Mr, D.
Montgomery of Ballymena, who
rebuilt it, and re-assembled it.

without placing any new parts in
it. Mr. Montgomery entered it /or
the London-Brighton veteran car
race in 1951, and it was awarded
the Wallingham Cup. The follow
ing year three generations of the
Laird family sat in the cat. C. S.
Laird at the wheel, his son, Ray
mond. and his four year old
grandson, Gary. The car was
being conveyed from Ballymena
to Dublin to take part in the
veteran car tally from Donny
brook bus station to Enniskerry
and Bray.
Caleb Laird saw a Railway Line
opening and closing down in his
lifetime. As a young boy of 9,
shortly after the Cavan & Leitrim
Narrow Gauge Branch Line was
established, fie saw the first train
coming into Drumshanbo, and
when the Line closed down in
1959, he re-lived his childhood
thrills at the age of 79, by trav
elling on the footplate of the last
train to Arigna and Kiltubrid. He
used recall with pride that ‘while
he was in College in Dublin he
received letters from home on the

firm operated
barges
Which
brought flour up the Shannon
from Limerick, and on the return
journev brought coal from Arigna.
That the name of Laird’ was,syn
onymous with the development
of Drumshanbo goes without say
ing. How often was heard the ex
pression from residents in.'"the
other towns in Leitrim — "If we
Only had a Lairdl”
If the Carrick Road entrance to
the town has been adjudged one
of the nicest entrances of any
town, it can be attributed in no
small measure to C. S. Laird,
whose deep interest in Trees is
self-evident. He also built 12
houses, six of which were built
of cut stone from a local quarry.
One of the Founder members
of the Drumshanbo An Tosta)
Council, he added a further dis
tinction to the town by planting
Flowering Cherry Trees along
the town's Main Street to mark
the inauguration of the First An
TOstal in 1953. He added some

He ts survived by his daughter,
Norma, wife of the Rev. C. Bur
rowes, Killinchy, Co. Down, son,
Raymond A. who succeeded him
as Manager of the business, and
sister, Mrs. K. Love, Belfast.
The funeral took place on
Thursday afternoon from the
local Methodist Church to the
cemetery adjoining St. John's
Church of Ireland. In the Service
in the Church, the Lesson was
read by the Rev. E. Lovell,
Church of Ireland, Strabane. The
prayers were recited by the Rev.
C.
Burrowes,
Killinchy,
Co.
Down. The Panegyric was de
livered by the Rev. R. J. Storey,
Methodist Minister. Also present
was Rev. Canon Slator. Church of
Ireland Rector. They also offici
ated at the graveside.
The attendance at the funeral
which was representative of the
Commercial, Professional, Busi
ness and Fnrrnihg life of the three

£

Above: C.S. Laird was an avid motor-car enthusiast. Here he is pictured driving a
French Darracq car which he purchased in 1903. He had the proud distinction of
purchasing the first motor-car in Co. Leitrim. He sold it in 1905.
afternoon of the morning they
were posted in Drumshanbo. He
remembered going on an excur
sion to Bundoran for 6/- return.
An ardent supporter of the Lane
all during its existence, it cer
tainly wasn’t for any lack of effort
on his part that the Line was
eventually closed down. Indeed so
great was the volume of traffic to
and from the Laird firm that they
erected storage accommodation
at the Station which as Laird’s
Shed was one of the well-known
local landmarks until it was re
moved some years ago following
the closing down of the Line.
Keenly interested in the devel
opment of our Inland Waterways,
one of his earnest wishes was • to
see the Lough Allen Canal irom
Battlebridge to
Lough Allen",
closed in the 1930s, rc-opened for
pleasure cruising. Up to the time
that the Canal was closed, his

Peach and Copper a few years
later. The plantings have been
maintained since by the Firm. His
fam Factory also marked the in
auguration of the First An Tcstal
by producing a special Tostal fam.
A
leading member of the
Methcdist Community, C. S. Laird
was a generous benefactor of the
local Catholic Church, and the en
closed Community of the Francis
can Convent of Perpetual Adora
tion.
___ , w
—TiT hlm-'<‘5?l 'be aftfibnted in no
small measure the spirit cf Ecumernsm which existed among the
Christians of Drumshanbo and
District, long before it became the
world wide movement it is. today.
He was never found wanting when
called on for financial support by
Religious Orders, the
many
worthy Charities, and various
Associations and Organisations
throughout the country.
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provinces of Connacht, Ulster and
Leinster, included the Very Rev.
MacHale, P. P., Drumshanbo, Very
Rev. Fr. O Flynn, P.P., Kiltubrid.
the Rev. Bradshaw. Dublin, for
mer Methodist Minister in Drtunstanbo, and the Rev. Graham,
Church of Ireland Rector, Ros
common, son of the late Rev. A.
Graham, former Church of Ireland
Minister in Drumshanbo.
COUNCILS SYMPATHY
At last
weeks
meeting of
Leitrim County Council a vote of
sympptbv was passed
w:t>’ fbe
Laird family on the death of Mr.
Caleb S. Laird.

Official opening of new Jam Factory and Offices September 1983

Pictured above just after the tape cutting ceremony at Lairds’ new jam factory and offices are:
L-R: Gerry Smith (Dublin Sales Manager), Shane McWeeney (General Manager), Padraig White (Chief Executive, I.D.A.),
Mrs. Betty Laird, Raymond Laird (Managing Director), Fr. McHale, P.P. Drumshanbo, John Bruton (Minister for Industry and
Energy), John Cullen (M.C.C., Chairman, Leitrim County Council), Sean Nolan (General Manager), Gary Laird, Sandra
Laird, Roger Laird, Shirley Laird, Noel McPartland (Sales Manager) and Liam Hayden (Chief
Engineer/Architect in construction of factory).

Above: Looking at a range of products available in both catering and retail:
L-R: Raymond Laird, John Bruton T.D., (Minister for Industry and Energy), Pat Joe Reynolds T.D.,
............. , Padraic White (Managing Director I.D.A.), Mrs. Betty Laird.
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This speech made by Raymond Laird at the opening of the Lairds’ new €2 million plant in
September 1983, was published in the trade magazine ‘Industry’ in October 1983.

-------------------------------- PROFILE

yLAIRD tfLAlRD

Historic day for Lairds
At the opening of the new C. S. Laird
Plant, Raymond Laird, Managing
Director spoke as follows:
“Mr. Minister, Member of European
Parliament, Members of Government
and Opposition, Cathoirleach Seanad
Eireann, Reverend Sirs, Important
Guests and Friends.
Mr. Minister, May I welcome you
in particular because of your many
duties, we appreciate that you found
time to carry out our official opening.
In fact, at one time we feared you
might be in Japan and now we read
of yet another possible journey to
Milan.
While C. S. Laird Ltd. commenced
the manufacture of jam and marma
lade forty-eight years ago, I suppose it
really all started some two hundred
and ten years ago when the first
member of the Laird Family arrived
in Drumshanbo.
In 1969, we were fortunate to be
chosen the fourth company under the
IDA Small Industries Division and
today we are proud, and indeed
grateful to all the institutions for the
help we have received for this latest
addition to our company. In 1979 we
proposed a five year forward plan
which included the building of this
factory but had to bring it forward
as our old unit was unable to produce
the volume necessary and so in
November 1981, a detailed Feoga
and IDA Grant Application was
organised by Mr. Dermot Layden and
masterminded by Mr. Liam Hayden,
our Food Engineer Consultant whom
we employed for the whole project,
together with our own Production
Manager, Sean Nolan and Chemist,
Sean Tansey, they laid out on the
boardroom table their final thoughts
on the whole project.
Our initial thanks therefore go to
Mr. Dermot Layden and indeed his
wife Beatrice, for her significant
help, Mr. Liam Hayden and his wife,
who was responsible for the colour
schemes in the factory. Liam Hayden
has been the keystone of the project
and to him must go our absolute
thanks for his patience and dedi
cation. 1 can hearitly recommend
him to all concerned but then he
was already famous before we
employed him.
It is with great satisfaction to us

Mr. Raymond Laird, managing director, Laird
Food Products.

that out of all the quotations received
for the building of the factory, we
were able to give it to our neighbours,
in Elphin, Laragan Construction and
together with Liam Hayden, not
forgetting our ever present Brendan
Mayo, Clerk of Works, they put up
the factory in record time and within
the required specification.
We had as sub-contractors Concrete
Portal Frames from Longford who
constructed the frame and roof and
likewise produced it in record time
so as to avoid any hold up.

The nev^actory

he new factory^

In fact, I would say to those who
are timid about putting in for a Feoga
and IDA Grant, let me tell them that
we processed our Grant in November
1981, submitting it to Feoga and the
IDA in December 1981, and received
confirmation from both in the middle
of June 1982. We had contractors
already organised so Laragan Con
struction entered the site on the 1st
July 1982 and we took the building
with the complete plant installed on
July 4th 1983. Some people may say,
ah well you got a Feoga Grant and an
IDA Grant, but then when will you or
did you get the money? Here again,
we must compliment the organisation
that we have already received full
payment for all the Grant submissions
made to both institutions. Surely, this
is a record and indeed we are grateful
for such positive help from the IDA,
the Department of Agriculture, and
the organisation which I have been
fortunate to be a member of for
almost twenty years, the Confede
ration of Irish Industry. We welcome
all the key men of these organisations
here at this function today. It gives me
great pleasure to thank them publicly
at this special day for our company.
There are very definite advantages
being located in Co. Leitrim and in
particular Drumshanbo. We have staff
who are loyal and indeed some of them
are grand-sons and grand-daughters
of people who worked with me over
forty years ago. We are fortunate that

Mr. Raymond A. Laircl, managing director, Laird Food Products (UK) with Mr. Gary V. Laird,
marketing director, Laird Food Products (right) — outside their new £2 million food manufac
turing plant at Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim.
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The new factory
we have interested people in our
organisation, from our executives
down to the latest recruit. We are
also fortunate now for the future to
have built a modern factory with the
latest technology and we go forward
with great confidence in the years
ahead knowing that we have the most
modern factory for its size in the
world.
While there are many advantages,
there are Mr. Minister, some disad
vantages and perhaps I will just
mention them at this time. We have a
very definite communications problem
Our telex is indeed very good, only
for it we might not be here today.
Many people try to telephone us
without success and they send a
message on the telex to say that they
cannot get through to our telephone
number. I am dismayed to learn that
the new technology in Carrick-onShannon for the area has yet been
postponed so that we will not enjoy
the services of automatic telephone
for early in 1984. Please may we have
as priority the service which can allow
people make automatic telephone calls
to us because it costs us a great deal of
money to phone people back on our
service. May I also ask that the enquiry
into the E.S.B. should be carried out
as soon as possible because our
electricity charges are very high and
have increased out of all proportion
over the last few years.
On the plus side, however, we
must congratulate you Mr. Minister
and your Government for making
progress on the roads, particularly
those entering the City from the
West. Our vehicles travel to Dublin
every day but the last twenty miles
are a frustrating experience for drivers
entering the City and returning after
a long day. Continuation of this road
widening over this area will be
appreciated by all those concerned
in the West of Ireland.
Our new plant will produce three
times the amount of product against
the old factory. We are hopeful that
we may hold on to our substantial
percentage of the Irish market, but
we expect to gain most of our
additional increase in export. We are
indeed grateful to Coras Trachtala
for all their basic help in our export
drive. We are pleased that they are

he new factory^

One 0/ the C.S. Lairdfleet supplied by Westward Garages Strokestown.

represented here today. We are,
however, somewhat dismayed that
a planned campaign in Canada to
increase our sales in that Country is
not being supported by CTT by way
of assistance this year, due to the
lack of funds, so we hope that Coras
Trachtala will have additional capital
available for this sort of operation
next year. We are encouraged to know
of a new idea of flying in special
customers from the big stores in
England to our recently opened Sligo
Airport. This is a great encouraging
move not only to our Company, but
to all companies around Sligo, par
ticularly as 1 am Financial Director of
the Airport Board. In fact, the Airport
Chairman is with us today.
Grant Aid and promotional activity
in various countries is a great help to
us as a small company as we are unable
to put out the type of money a multi
national company is capable of
producing.
Today is an historic one for our
Company. As Chief Executive I am
proud at this time to have two sons,
Gary and Roger, with me in the
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business. Ably assisted by my daughter
Shirley and just at this particular time,
my daughter Sandra who has come to
help. This Family must include my
wife who has been a brick over the
years.
With the co-operation of all con
cerned, I have already mentioned staff
and our Executives, we must also
indeed thank our Banks for their
co-operation, their help in times of
difficulty, bridging finance and I
expect that we will have a smooth
future with their continued help and
our co-ordination.
May I also thank indeed our
advertising agents, DDFH & B, our
Public Relations Company, Park
Public Relations and indeed press
who have always given us wonderful
support, not only on this occasion,
but in the years that have passed.
Mr. Minister, my thanks to you
again on behalf of all of us in the
Company, to you and your Govern
ment Departments and with continued
help from all Institutions, we look
forward to the future with every
confidence.

First Published in ‘Industry’ magazine in October 1983
HKUNLfc

The world's most advanced
jam making plant
This month Industry had the pleasure
of visiting Raymond and Gary V.
Laird at their new jam making plant
in Drumshanbo. Raymond, Managing
Director,
and
Gary,
Marketing
Director, talked to us about the
family’s background in the Drum
shanbo area of Co. Leitrim, their
involvement in the wholesale grocery
business in previous generations and
via that jam making and their decision
to invest in a £2 million development
at a time when business confidence
generally is not at its height.
Raymond told us that the Laird
family had been in business in Drum
shanbo for over two hundred years
and that he has in fact traced them to
1773, three years before the American
Declaration of Independence. Up to
1903 they were mainly involved in the
retail leather and grocery business. In
that year Caleb Laird from whom
C. S. Laird got its name, who was a
local entrepreneur, acquired at the
age of twenty-one a derelict mill
which he converted for electricity
generation with a turbine. In fact,
he was the first producer of electricity
for the town of Drumshanbo and he
opened a saw mill on the same site.
He began buying grain from local
farmers and selling it through his own
shop and eventually distributed grain
through other outlets around the
country. Caleb built a flourishing
business supplying flour and meal,
animal feedstuffs, tea and sugar, in
fact, he soon found himself in the
wholesale grocery business. A barge
consigned by him carrying 120 tons
of flour regularly made its way from
Limerick to Carrick-on-Shannon to be
distributed throughout the area to
bakeries and retail shops.
In 1935 Caleb S. Laird seeing the
volume of jam he was selling through
his wholesale grocery business decided
to manufacture it himself. He bought
an existing business in Boyle, Co.
Roscommon and transferred the
machinery to Drumshanbo. In those
days the factory was producing from
10-12 pots per minute, filling the pots
by hand.
The war years brought great diffi
culty in obtaining sugar supplies and,
indeed, supply was such that orders
had to be curtailed to ensure that
every retail outlet got some product.

Laird Food Products new £2 million food manufacturing plant at Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim.

In 1943, Raymond joined his father,
Caleb, in the business and C. S. Laird
Limited continued to prosper with a
successful milling and wholesale
grocery business while the jam
business was dormant.
In 1965, Raymond who had taken
over the running of the business from
his father some years previously
decided on a total reorganistaion
programme to modernise his operation
He
approached
the
Industrial

Development Authority which had
just introduced its small Industries
Development Programme. Production
technology was studied and new plants
were visited throughout the world
before a decision was taken to install
a modem jam manufacturing plant
at Drumshanbo with a grant of
£30,000 from the I.D.A.
On the Friday before we visited
Laird’s in early September that plant
had ceased production and had been

Vacuum sealed jam boiling units at Lairds Food Products new £2 million food manufacturing
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The jars of Laird’s jam waits to pass through the labelling machine.

superseeded by what must be regarded
as the most modem, most hygienic
and most efficient jam manufacturing
plant in the world.
As the Lairds showed us around
he 30,000 sq. ft. plant we were very
unpressed with the emphasis on
hygiene policy that was scrupulously
implemented by all the staff. The
plant employs 90 people and up to
50/60 people extra on a seasonal basis
from June to September following the
fruit harvest. Lands are the biggest
employers in the Drumshanbo district
and where possible they like to
support their own area putting into
practical effect the economic dictum
enunciated in Brussels that you should
manufacture something from what is
produced in your own area thus giving
maximum added value.
Fruit is grown under contract as
close to home as possible as Raymond
told us that fruit does not travel well.
Wexford is the home of strawberry
and this year they bought over 250
tons of fruit here. Monaghan is
another area where the tradition of
fruit growing is strong and Lairds
purchase under contract hundreds
of tons of fruit mainly raspberries.
“Irish raspberries are the best”
said Raymond and he is particularly
anxious to promote the growing of
this crop in the area so as to keep
as much of the business at home as
possible. To improve the quality of

the crop and to spread the idea of fruit
growing through the farming com
munity, Lairds, through the good
offices of the Agricultural Institute
and its equivalent in Dundee in
Scotland, the home of the raspberry,
have brought groups of horticulturists
and interested parties to Dundee
for lectures and to see how the crop
is grown there. The rich vein of lome

that extends from Scotland down
through Monaghan is particularly
suitable for fruit growing.
The plant itself incorporates the
most up-to-date food manufacturing
technology and is one of the most
efficient in the world with stainless
steel in use in all areas.)

Raw material handling
system igj‘ ”
The raw materials handling system was
designed
by
I.A.S.
Industrial
Automation Systems Ltd. in conjun
ction with Liam Hayden of Irish Food
Engineering and Sean Nolan Production
Manager, C.S. Laird Ltd. The electronic
weighing control system was supplied
and installed by I.A.S. Industrial
Automation Systems Ltd.
The four raw materials, Fruit Pulp,
Sugar, Glucose and Water are all
measured and controlled separately as
detailed below:FRUIT PULP

There arc two separate weighers for
the fruit pulp which are each mounted
on 3 X KIS-2 500kg Load Cells. The
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output Signal from the local cells are
summed in a junction box and then con
nected via special load cell cable to the
I.A.S. 115 Digital Indicators. These in
dicators display the weight in the weigh
hopper — the ta/e weight of the hopper
having been electrically offset within the
instrument. The total weight of product
in the hoppers is the gross weight. The
I.A.S. 115 Digital Indicator is fitted with
an analogue output module which gives
an output signal directly proportional to
the gross weight and this is connected to
the manual control station 1'ot each pulp
pump. This displays to the operator the
weigh-in-weieht.

organising a strike.” Johnny assured him that
there was no truth whatsoever in the rumour, and
that whoever would do such a thing should be
sacked.

Unions? Strikes?
Read on...
Padraig Shanley worked in Lairds for
“five very enjoyable years. ” Here he
recalls an attempt “to form a union”
and a plan to “strike for higher wages. ’

Mr. Laird said, “I am the innocent one to listen
to such nonsense”, and he left with a wry smile
on his face.

Firstly, I wish to say that I had five very
enjoyable years as an employee of Lairds. We
worked hard, but I was amongst a great bunch of
fellows. We had a lot of fun and great camaraderie.

We withdrew our forces and never re-grouped.

I could think of a thousand and one stories, but I
appreciate that space is limited. However, one
story comes readily to mind.

Best wishes to all - Padraig Shanley.

Lairds’ Dinner Dance in The Bush Hotel,
Carrick-on-Shannon, after the official
opening of the new jam factory in
September 1968.

Johnny Mayo, a co-worker, decided to organise
us all with a view to forming a union and to go
out on strike for higher wages, shorter hours, etc.
Johnny would be the head of the union and chief
organiser.
A number of meetings were held in some local
pubs - Gus Earley’s, Bernie Flanagan’s and
Paddy Donnelly’s. Johnny turned out to be a born
motivator, and he whipped us all into a frenzy of
determination and solidarity.

The timing of the start of our planned strike was
to be similar to the timing of the end of the First
World War - “the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month”. Our orders were to
down tools and switch off engines whether we
were on O’Connell Street, Dublin or below
Drumkeerin or in Lairds’ Mill at that set time.

However, Mr. Caleb Laird got wind of the plan
and he paid a visit to Johnny who was in the Mill
crushing oats. He offered Johnny a ‘Gold Flake’
cigarette. He praised his work and he assured him
that he was one of the company’s greatest assets.
Mr. Laird wished Johnny every good fortune, and
as he turned to leave, he said - just as Columbo
the detective would say - “I am sure, Johnny,
there is no truth in the rumour that you are
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------------------

A day on the road with Tom Keane

------------------

by Johnny McGourty and Gerry Keane.
Johnny Gilbride and Tom went to Stewarts of Boyle for a load of cooked food. Meanwhile, two lorries were
waiting for them to return so that they could make deliveries. The hours started ticking by and there was no
sign of the boys to return. Shane McWeeney (General Manager) was pacing the floor waiting for them. Finally,
they arrived. Shane asked them, “What kept ye lads?” Tom responded, “It’s like this. We met Yankees and you
know how it is... we had wine..... ”

Then there was the time Tom returned from Dublin. One of the lads asked him how long it had taken him to
do the journey. Tom replied, “Well I lit a fag in Mullingar and I tipped it on the bridge in Leitrim Village”.

Right: Tom Keane on right
of photo with Thomas
(‘Tosh’) Reynolds and Noel
McPartland in Chicago.
Both ‘Tosh’ Reynolds and
Joe Keane (Tom’s son) are
successful business men
in Chicago.
‘Tosh’ worked in Lairds
before emigrating to the
U.S.A. in the 1960s.

Tom was after getting a new lorry, an AEC. He was delighted with it and went for his first run in it. When he
returned, Raymond Laird asked, “Tom, how do you like the new lorry?”. Tom responded, “Well now, Mr.
Laird, it’s like this. You have a lodger on your hands!”

Another time, Jim Scollan, Johnny McGourty and Tom were coming home from Tullamore, each with a lorry
load of fruit. Coming down Leitrim Hill, Tom decided to overtake Jim Scollan, but Jim got wise to it and put
down the shoe, so that he’d be back first. Anyway when they got back, Tom says to Johnny, “Did you see that?
When he (Jim) crossed ‘Laytrim’ Bridge, the makings of a good gate fell out of the back of her!”

Presentation to Jim Scollan
Left: Pictured at Lairds’ Christmas Party
in The Bush Hotel,
Carrick-on-Shannon in 1969.
Raymond Laird presents Jim Scollan
with a gold watch to mark his forty
years of service with the company.
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Noel McPartland (Sales Manager) writes about -

PUSHING GUT THE BOUNDARIES....
From 1968, after the factory was refurbished, Raymond Laird spearheaded a drive to get seriously into export
markets world wide. He opened trade links to Libya and Iraq in the early 1970s through participation every
two years in International Food Fairs such as Anuga in Cologne and also at Sial in Paris. This intensive drive
brought the company into markets in the Middle East. I was dispatched there in the mid-1970s to expand our
efforts.

This was a time of huge opportunities in the region because, following the oil crisis of the early 1970s, Middle
East countries were cash rich but had very little domestic food production. My first trip was to Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Dubai, U.A.E. and Jordan. It was one of the most successful sales trips I had ever
undertaken.
Doing business in the Middle East at that time was severely hampered by our poor telecommunications at
home. Remember we had no direct dialling - Lairds number was Drumshanbo 3, and it was not until the arrival
of the Telex in the late 1970s that a real improvement in communication occurred. On many occasions, while
abroad, in attempting to contact the office or home, I had to ask the hotel to allow me to use their switch-board
to get through to Dublin, Longford, Carrick and finally Drumshanbo - this exercise could take several hours!

Above: Noel McPartland talks to Sean Kelly (cycling star) at the
International Food Fair at Sial, Paris in 1988.
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However, we managed from 1976 - 1982 to become the largest exporter of jams from Ireland to the Middle
East, and we were a brand leader under the Bo Peep label in Saudi Arabia during that period. In 1978, we sold
over 60 containers or upwards of 150,000 cases into that market.
That first trip lasted over three weeks, and considering the travel difficulties and visa demands of the time,
forward planning was essential. You had to go to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda to be inoculated
against several different diseases! You were then issued with a Health Passport and this had to be produced
at each airport of entry along with your passport. Worryingly, going in to Saudi Arabia, you had to surrender
your passport for the duration of your stay and pick it up on your departure. I often wondered what would
happen if the passport was lost!

My first visit to Qatar, a small country off the east coast of Saudi Arabia, was a memorable and scary
experience. We were delayed on our departure by a fierce sand storm which grounded all flights, and, just
when we were ready to depart, we were again delayed because Colonel Ghaddafi of Libya was visiting. He
got priority for departure! I recall seeing him and his large entourage walking across the tarmac to his plane.
We finally took off for Saudi Arabia in a small 12 to 15 seater plane and it was the scariest flight I ever
encountered.
While working for Lairds, I visited the Middle East twice a year until 1988 and 1 made many friends, some of
whom I am still in contact with today. While their culture is totally different to ours, in those days I always
felt secure and safe.
One final anecdote from my first Saudi Arabia visit exemplifies the informalities of the times. I arrived in
Jeddah in 1977 and checked into my hotel in the early hours of the morning, I went to bed at around 3am.
After what seemed like only a short time, the phone rang and a distinctive Irish voice said, “Welcome to Saudi
Arabia, Mr. McPartland”. The caller identified himself as being from the Irish Embassy and said he would join
me for breakfast. It was, in fact 10am! His name was Eamon O’Tuathaill and when he arrived by jeep I asked
him what he did in the Embassy? He casually replied, “I am the Ambassador”! I was amazed but he told me
that he had heard from the Irish Trade Board that I was coming. He gave me every assistance, bringing me
around to my various appointments and entertaining me at the Embassy which only had two other people
working there.
I met him on subsequent trips and we became good friends. The last time I met him was in the 1990s in South
Africa where he was the Ambassador. He was a genial Kildare man and I guess he still works in Foreign
Affairs.

Other export markets followed in the U.S.A. and Canada which were good markets under the Lairds’ label.
The U.S.A. market was seasonal, the big push always coming for St. Patrick’s Day. Our continued
participation in food fairs got us into markets in countries such as Australia, Germany, France, Holland and
others.
I am privileged to have had the opportunity to experience different markets and will be forever grateful to
Raymond Laird for giving me the chance to develop whatever talent I had in sales and marketing. I have
visited many countries over the past forty years, but I must confess my happiest moments were always those
when I was returning for home and back to Drumshanbo.

A Glimpse of Drumshanbo - Compiled by Leo Kenny (R.I.P.)
«
1896 -

Special excursion trains bring huge crowds to town Sports and Regatta on Lough Allen, which ends with
fireworks display.

1901 1905 -

The census revealed that Drumshanbo had 533 inhabitants.
Leitrim Co. Committee of Agriculture held its annual show here for the first time in Lairds’ field.
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Ellen Gibbons remembers “happy times” and “hard work” in Lairds.

uWemo/ites

wo/tfcing in SBat/tda

My memories of working in Lairds are a mixture
of very happy times, with plenty of hard work and
some wonderful friends.

I started working at the age of fourteen and there I
remained until August 1989 when, sadly, Lairds
factory was nearing an end. We always had great
freedom on the factory floor. We could talk, laugh
or sing, but we did our work just the same.
I’ll always remember when Miss Derby told us
she was going to retire and that our good days
were over, because our next supervisor would be a
man. Our worries came to an end when Sean
Nolan arrived as our new Supervisor and
everything went well. In those days, when an
inspector came to visit the factory, the underage
workers would be moved upstairs to the shop. We
helped Mrs Hall weigh cornflour etc. I remember
Cathal Earley making up a song. I think it might
have been for Miss Derby’s retirement. It was the
same air as Elvis Presley’s ‘Jailhouse-Rock‘.
Lairds was always a very happy and homely place
to work in, and they were lovely people to work
for. It’s a great pity that Raymond Laird cannot be
with us today, but I’m sure he’ll be with us in
spirit.

Above: Ellen Gibbons & Lizzie Mulvey
pictured in 1962

Company Invoice from January 1958

Teleobams:

“ Laird, Drumshanbo.'

Telephonei 3.
Redd. Office

i

’DRUMSHANBO,

Jaar» 21st» 1938* _19

Co. Leitrim.

Drumsh^ibo.

Depoti Carrick-on-Shannon.

C. S. LAIRD, LTD.,
Directors:—C. S. LAIRD.

M. H. LAIRD.

W. P. McELROY.

millers and Wholesale merchants.
Members:—I.M.T.A.
Agents:—
Austin Cars. Lorries,
Radio Sets, etc.

Rwp&ve Shop.
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Sean Nolan was Production Manager for many years in Lairds up to its closure in 1988.
I joined C.S. Laird Ltd. on the 1st January 1962 as

Sugar Company in Tuam packed in 2 cwt bags;

trainee Production Manager, under the guidance of

glucose from Ceimici Teoranta in Corroy in Co.

the late Miss Derby. She was a pleasure to work

Mayo packed in 40 gallon barrels; fruit from local

under. My first day was spent looking around the

farms in Leitrim and Longford and oranges from

factory and getting to know the workers. My first

Spain in wooden crates.

job was to line up all the different pulps onto railway

1968 was a big year for the company with Lairds

sleepers from the old narrow-guage railway.

modernising the old factory by installing a new

The jam-making line consisted of three boiling pans,

plant designed by Metal Box Company in England.

a filling machine (that didn’t work), a hand-capping

We also installed a mini pack line to fill loz (28g)

machine and a sterilizer. The pots of jam were

aluminium foil cups. The new plant was able to

labelled by hand and put into cardboard cartons.

produce about 14 tonnes of jam and marmalade per

Above: On the production line - L to R: Sean Nolan (Production Manager), Carmel Costello, Bridgie
Brogan, Celine Fanning, Mrs Mae Walshe, Mary Clarke and Ellen Gibbons.

Over a period of time, we upgraded the line by

day, so, naturally, our sales team put on a big push

installing a new capping machine and repairing the

to secure new orders on the home and export

filling machine. We usually made about 1.5 tonnes

markets, and they were very successful in doing so.

of jam per day but not every day. Other days, we

Raymond Laird, our Managing Director, travelled to

would process orange pulp, apple pulp and

Libya and secured orders from that country’s leader,

blackcurrant pulp at different times of the year.

Colonel Gadaffi to supply over £1 million worth of

jam to the Libyan army. Raymond met Colonel
Turnover in 1962 was £22,500. Sugar came from the

Gadaffi in his tent in the desert.
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Above: L-R: John Maguire R.I.P. (Company Accountant), Noel McPartland (Sales
Manager) and Sean Nolan (Production Manager). Sean is wishing Noel the best
of luck on his sales trip to the Middle East in 1977.
Noel McPartland, our Sales Manager, went to the

cherry processing plant. These were seasonal

Middle East and secured many orders.

products and gave employment to 40 or 50
additional staff for four to five months of each year.

During the

1960s and early 70s, telephone

communications in Ireland were very poor.

You

would have to book your calls at around 9am to

We also installed an orange squash plant which
turned out to be very successful. By the end of the

decade, turnover was in the region of £6-7million.

order supplies and you would not receive your call
until 4 or 5pm in the evening. The first improvement

During the 70s we put a quality control team in

came around 1976 when we installed a telex

place. To meet all these orders we had to import a

machine, and I remember to this day receiving a

large tonnage of fruit from places like Poland,

telex from Noel to say that he would be sending in

Yugoslavia, Spain, Italy and Holland. The company

orders from Saudi Arabia at 5pm that evening. To

was awarded the Irish Exports Award in 1971.

my amazement, it was for 63 x 20ft. containers of
jams and marmalades (150,000 dozen) for delivery

In 1980, plans were put in place for a completely

over the three months to follow. This was the first of

new factory. During that year, I travelled through

many repeat orders in the years ahead.

Europe with a consultant engineer, purchasing new

machinery for this factory. The new factory was
The 1970s were very good years for the factory.

opened in September 1983 with an output of over 30

Lots of orders, working long days and the portion-

tonnes of jam and marmalade per eight hour shift.

pack machine working 24 hours a day for seven

These were difficult years for all businesses because

days a week! Also in the 70s, we acquired a peel and

interest rates rose as high as 23.5%. In 1988, the
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Laird Family decided to sell their share-holding

to Food Industries Pic., and I worked with the

new company until it closed in 1991.
These are some of my many memories over

twenty eight years working there. To end, I have

to mention our many social outings. In the 1960s

there were trips to Bundoran sitting on the forms
on the backs of lorries. Then there were the dinner
dances in the ’70s in the Bush and the County

Hotels in Carrick-on-Shannon and, of course, all
the

famous

Christmas

Parties

held

in

Drumshanbo!
Lairds was a great place in which to work and it

leaves me with many happy memories.

Above: At the presentation of Irish Exports Awards in 1971.
L-R: Paddy Lalor TD., Minister for Industry and Commerce,
Sean Nolan (Production Manager) and Raymond Laird
(Managing Director).

Staff Outing

1968

Bundoran 1964.
Pictured Below: Miss Derby (at table) and Willie
O’ Sullivan standing in foreground.

L-R: Mary Barry, Carmel Costello, Marie Lynch
and Celene Fanning
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Michael Dolan was responsible for product development and quality control with Lairds
from 1969 to 1974. Here are some reminiscences of his time there.

Michael Dolan - Memories

Outstanding memories
Some memories stand out, like the day that the
churn (mixer) for mincemeat burst and tons of
mince meat flowed out all over the floor during teabreak; like the night that Denis Lumley’s vacuum
evaporator was commissioned and the next day a
member of staff was hardly able to stand up to watch
the peel chopper; like the night that Pat McGovern
got stranded with Sean in Dublin at the packaging
exhibition, every stand had a drop of complimentary
whiskey; like the very serious preparations there
were for the Japanese buyers, Nichimen, where
white coats and hats were essential and a special
reception area was constructed by Willie Moran.
Unfortunately, just one facility was overlooked, and
when the Japanese came to the factory, this facility
was the first they looked at.

I came across Lairds during the summer of 1968
when I, along with a neighbour, delivered
blackcurrants to the factory. Even then, Miss Derby
had a formidable reputation in rejecting any sub
standard blackcurrants.
I asked for a summer job in the factory and when
there was none, I then tried the technical side with
Raymond. It must have worked because after
several letters and meetings I started on 18th August
1969.

Atmosphere
I was immediately struck by the informal yet work
like atmosphere in the place. At the time, I knew
nothing about jam or the process, and I don’t think
Raymond or indeed anyone else knew what my job
actually entailed.

I really enjoyed my years in Lairds. Not alone did I
learn a lot about the food business but a lot about the
tremendous positive spirit and attitude of all the
staff.

Through time and the odd mistake, I began to learn
my job, a job I thoroughly enjoyed even more as the
years went by.

/f TriJncte- S-

C.S.

Extract from ‘The Leitrim Guardian’ 1^75

“By the firesides of Drumshanbo
town and countryside, Caleb
Shera Laird will be remembered
for these essays into new fields
of technology and industry. But
he will be even better
remembered as a kindly, God
fearing man, who was no
taskmaster or alien landlord
type. A devout Methodist he was
a Circuit Steward for thirty
years, and it was probably his
adherence to the teaching of
revered founder of Methodism,
John Wesley, that gave him his
strict regard for the value of
honest work. His huge staff,

mostly Romam Catholic, could
not but be moved by his eternal
punctuality and devotion to duty.
On the Church holy-days he
always closed the various
employments, so that they could
attend Mass, and he subscribed
to the upkeep of their Church as
generously as if he were a
member of the flock. To this
must be added his unbounded
generosity
towards
the
Franciscan Sisters of the
Convent of Perpetual Adoration,
which he continued unfailingly
throughout his lifetime. The
Roman Catholic Curate of
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Drumshanbo, writing in a
missionary magazine some years
before Caleb’s death - he died
last year at the age of 92 - had
this to say: ‘Whenever I was in
trouble, annoyance or bother of a
serious nature, I always went to
Mr. Laird for his advice. His
logical mind with premises
contained in the conclusion
without flaw or fallacy always
solved my problems. His
counsel was equal to, if not
better than that of any of those
learned fellows who function in
the Four Courts.’

Noel McPartland (Sales Manager for Lairds) writes about Lairds’
success in the home market from 1968 onwards.

The Home Market
The success of Lairds as a jam
manufacturer can be attributed largely to
a strategy adopted by the Company after
the refurbishment of the factory in 1968.
Raymond Laird decided to exit from the
wholesale
grocery
business
and
concentrate
chiefly
on
manufacturing. Over the next two years,
the company managed to get a firm
foothold in the Irish market with modest
gains in selling its Bo Peep brand to both
multiples and symbol groups such as
Dunnes, Superquinn, Quinnsworth,
Above L-R: John Gilbride R.I.P., Celene Fanning,
Musgraves, Mace and Spar. At about that
Josie Butler RJ.P, Pete Lynch, Sean Barry RJ.P. and
time, a Dublin sales rep. was appointed
Bridgie Brogan.
who brought the awareness of our
products to a new level in the Dublin market. Gerry Smith of Churchtown, now sadly deceased, was vital to
this expansion, and I had the pleasure of working closely with him from the beginning in developing this
market throughout the 1970s.

About that time, the first own brand jam arrived on the
market, launched by Superquinn under the ‘Thrift’ label. We
succeeded in getting the contract, and, as a result, many
other own brand contracts followed such as Dunnes Stores,
Five Star (D.E. Williams, Tullamore), OUR jam (Spar) and
Irish Cottage (Tesco). This, together with our company
brand, increased our volumes enormously and really put it
up to the big players, such as Fruitfield (Lamb Bros.) and
Chivers.

By the end of the 70s, with a strong home market coupled
with unprecedented growth in exports, the company
turnover was in excess of £6 million - despite a very
competitive domestic market with at least six jam producers
involved.
<

Such growth put huge strains on the capacity of the factory
and this resulted in a new facility being commissioned and
built in 1983.
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I worked with many fine people on
the sales staff in those days: Jackie
Doherty - who started me on the road
in 1964, Fintan Moran, Gerard
Moran, John Flynn, Colm O’Reilly,
John Flood, Gerry Canning and last,
but by no means least, the late Jim
McPadden who replaced me when I
took on the export portfolio. Jim
passed away very suddenly in 2004
and he is sorely missed by his
colleagues and, of course, his family.

The new factory was a huge change
from what we had been used to. The
increased capacity was difficult to fill

Right: L-R: Marie Harris,
Mae Bohan R.I.P., Vera
McCormack, Nancy
McCormack and Chrissie
Hackett R.I.P. pictured at
garden party at Lairds in
1960.

due to the recessionary times of the 1980s, and the
banks were most difficult in assisting the company
through the inevitable problems brought on by high
inflation and interest rates.
At that time, it was very difficult for the Laird
family and the company. Outside consultants were
brought in by the banks and in most cases they made
a difficult situation worse. The appointment by Foir
Teo (state bank) of Denis Marnane as C.E.O. was
the only exception because he did a good job in
leading the company forward. For the rest, however,
including the banks, 1 will be charitable and say no
more!

The company was eventually sold to Larry
Goodman’s Food Industries as a going concern,
despite the preferred buyer, as far as the banks were
concerned, to be Halal Meats of Ballyhaunis. The
agreement to sell to Halal was agreed by the banks
but not by the family or worker directors. In a final
throw of the dice, Food Industries were brought in
by the Directors, and, to the chagrin of the banks,
bought the company and gave a fair deal to the
Laird family.
Food Industries knew very little about added value
products and they proceeded to downsize the
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company in every possible way. A labour relations
consultant was appointed and he was spectacularly
unsuccessful in turning things around, and, together
with the newly appointed Chief Executive, all the
gains of the previous decade were decimated.
Eventually, the company was sold to Kepak in 1991.

They carried on the business, but by this time they
were concentrating on pasta production. They
eventually closed the factory in 1998/1999.
Finally, in 2003, Drumshanbo Community Council
acquired a lease of the factory, and today,
thankfully, the Community are in control with a
state of the art facility able to cater for small to
medium sized companies solely in food production.
Surely a fitting end or a new beginning to the Laird
legacy of food production in Drumshanbo!

Above: L-R: Jim McHugh, Ellen Gibbons, Carmel
Costello, Tom Pat Campbell, Ben Costello.
At front: Marie Lynch.

Corryard
House
Home of Laird
Family,
pictured in 1958.
C.S. Laird built
the house in
1912.
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Finally, I would like to pay a personal tribute
to the late Raymond Laird and family for
their huge contribution to this area and
county.

Jackie Doherty was a commercial traveller
with Lairds’ sales team. He travelled
extensively throughout the country.

Seeing the <T>/toduct

May Raymond enjoy his eternal reward. Ar
dheis De go raibh a anam dflis.

by Jackie Doherty
In 1935, Caleb Laird established a jam
factory - yet another enterprise in his long list
of achievements. Its first brand was ‘Breffni
Blossom’ and it became a much sought after
product during and after the World War of
1935 - 1945. This business was run in
tandem with his many other interests, most
notably his retail and wholesale grocery
business.
I joined the firm in 1960/61 as a commercial
traveller. From the early 1960s the factory
was very busy, and Caleb and Raymond
Laird decided to upgrade their facility to a
modern standard. This was completed in
1968 and officially opened by the then
Minister for Industry and Commerce, Brian
Lenihan.
I worked on the home market with the
following Company Representatives who
covered the following areas:
John Flood - (Local),
Noel McPartland - (West and North West),
Michael O’Mahony - (Cork, Kerry and
Waterford),
Gerry Smith - (Dublin area),
Charlie Molloy - (Dublin),
Gerry Canning - (Mohill).

I worked in all regions of the country and
enjoyed my time in Lairds. I made many
friends both within the company and around
the country.

Hubert Kelly worked as a lorry
driver/mechanic with Lairds for eighteen
years. There were lots of laughs.

“Mwy

9 laugh”

by Hubert Kelly
I have many fond memories of my eighteen
years working in Lairds. I have never worked
with a nicer or better crowd of people. We
had many a laugh over the years.
I remember one evening, Mikey O’Brien
(R.I.P) and myself returning from a trip to
Dublin. In Rooskey, a man drove out from
the hotel and went under the trailer. The
gardaf were called. The driver of the car said
that I had hit him. I said he had driven under
the trailer. Mikey OBrien said that he had
seen him do this. When the driver denied this,
Mikey asked, “Are you calling me a liar and
me having a brother a parish priest?”

I also remember when Sean Ward was sent to
paint the factory’s laboratory. Kieran O
Sullivan told him to make sure the bottles on
the shelves were not disturbed, so Sean
painted around them. Whenever a bottle was
moved, you could see the outline of the bottle
on the shelf.
We had many a good laugh but it was all in
good fun.
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Annual Accounts
for the year ended 31st December 1934.
Compiled by William C. Ribbeck and Co.,
Accountants and Auditors,
1 and 2, Foster Place,
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Pic ture d at The Square, Dru msh anb o with Con way ’s Pub and the Lib rar y in the bac kgroun d. Each o f the ladie s ho lds a po t o f ‘An Tos tal ’ marma lade.
L-R: Bridgie Fox, Bri dgie Farrell, Maria Clarke, Ellie A. Shanley, Peg gy Mulvey, Nan cy McCormack . Mary T. McLou ghlin, Sheila McFay, Mo lly Mulvey, Bridgi e
Lynch , Ciss ie Gill, Alic e Flanaga n, Annie Gaffney, Maggie McGir l, Bri dgie Quinn, Nellie Quinn, Lizzie Mulvey and Rita Earley.

Laird s' fac tor y st af f at fir st 'An Tos tal' in April 1953

John Flood was the commercial traveller for the
local area with Lairds from 1952 to 1988. He was
one of Lairds’ longest serving employees. He saw
many changes during that period.

Great Characters
by John Flood
I worked in Lairds as a commercial traveller from 1952
to 1988, and during that long period I saw many changes
and met some great characters.
One man in particular, Willie O’Sullivan, known as
“Willie Suille” was a particular character with a very
good sense of humour. Willie worked in the mill.

C.S. Laird asked me one day to tell Willie that he wanted
him in the office. However, when I told Willie, he
walked away and then suddenly turned and called me
back. He asked, “Did you say that the boss wanted me
in the office?” I replied, “yes.” Then Willie said, “ Will
you go back and tell him that you were talking to me and
that I said that I would be no good in the office, as I know
nothing about office work. I’ll stay at my own job!” I
related Willie’s response to Mr. Laird who replied, “Isn’t
it great to see a man happy in his job!”
Another anecdote of those days involved hens which
Mrs. Laird had. They would not lay eggs! She asked Pat
Ward (R.I.P.) to bring them to the Christmas Fair in
Drumshanbo to try and sell them. Pat borrowed an ass

and cart from Jim Scollan (R.I.P.) and took the hens to
the market. Pat, however, had other things on his mind,
and having tied the ass and cart to a pole under the High
Street at Johnny Doherty’s Butcher’s shop, he retired to
Conway’s pub! Some of his local ‘friends’ proceeded to
turn the ass into the cart in reverse order. The hens took
fright and were never seen again!

Pat eventually re-appeared and couldn’t understand how
the ass had become faced the wrong way attached to the
cart. Pat spent the evening looking for the hens, and his
wife, Delia, spent the evening looking for Pat!
I enjoyed my career in Lairds and still cherish the many
friends I made there.

Glover A. Laird,
A

Indian Meal and Wheat Meal
Miller and Grain Merchant. .

SAW MILLS.

ELECTRIC LIGHT PRODUCER.

DfiUMSHAMBO.
From ‘Porter’s Guide’ 1908

Pictured in Killorans’
Lounge, Ballyfarnon
around 1960.
L-R: Sean McEvoy R.I.P.,
(Company Rep.);
John Killoran, Retailer,
Ballyfarnon;
John Flood, Commercial
Traveller, Lairds;
Tommy Ball, Retailer,
Bawnboy;
Pat McGovern,
Supplier of Mineral
Waters-’Drino’, ‘Fun’
etc., Rantogue.
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Shane McWeeney worked in Lairds from
1953 to 1986. For many years, he was the
General Manager.
Here he recalls the boom and the
occasional gloom of those years.

electricity to the hall was inadequate. They quickly
obeyed orders. The mill was switched off and
dancing couples continued their fox-trots and slow
waltzes.

Colleagues

By Shane McWeeney
In August 1953, when I started my first job working
for C.S. Laird, life was simple and uncomplicated:
no car, no mobile phone and no mortgage. As my
weekly pay then was just £2 - lOs-Od, it meant living
at home with my parents, cycling the four miles to
work every day for four long years before, finally,
the red Morris Minor IT 4716 could be purchased
(with a little help, of course). It was my passport to
Heaven, I thought!
During my thirty-three years working in Lairds, I
experienced many changes. We had boom and
gloom, ups and downs, but with Raymond Laird
(R.I.P.) at the helm, storms were weathered and the
factory went from strength to strength. The place
was a hive of industry. The mill was grinding 80
tons of barley and Indian com every week; the jam
factory was producing jams and marmalades not
only for the home market but also for export: the
wholesale warehouse was supplying groceries to all
the local shops from Blacklion to Gortletteragh,
and, last but not least, generators were producing
electricity to meet the needs of the people of
Drumshanbo and the surrounding areas. All this and
more gave employment to approximately sixty
permanent staff and forty temporary workers.

The names of the people -all now deceased- with
whom I worked bring back many pleasant
memories: Willie Reilly, Johnny Mayo, Mickey
Rynn, Joe Cullen, John Joe Earley, Frank
McGovern, Jim Scollan, Tom Keane, the Gilbrides,
Tom Doyle, Jackie Duignan, Eddie Nugent, Packie
Costelloe, Paddy Higgins, Jack Keane, Miss Derby,
Mrs Hall, Lissie Gill, Jim McGirl, Charlie Egan and
many others.

A trip to Dublin
One Saturday morning, Jackie Duignan with his
helper Willie Reilly, were sent to the Irish Glass
Bottle Co. in Dublin to collect jam jars, so I went
along for the spin. Having picked up their load,
Jackie decided that it was too early to return to
Drumshanbo and that we should go to Landsdowne
Road to watch Ireland play England in the Triple
Crown Rugby match. Willie, however, had other
ideas and headed to a pub in Summerhill. Three
hours later, when we picked him up, he was in great
singing mood and entertained us on the way home
with his versions of ‘Sinne Fianna Fail’ and ‘God
Save the Queen’.
Well, the years passed quickly, and the decades too,
and so in 1986 I retired from Lairds and moved to
other work and other pressures.

Reunion
Fading lights
In Church Street, about 100 yards from Laird’s
factory, stood Doherty’s Hall. Here the young and
the not-so-young met to dance their cares away. On
one of these occasions, the lights began to grow
dimmer and dimmer. A message was quickly sent to
Caleb Laird (R.I.P.) who immediately told his
workers in the mill to stop working as the supply of

Now it is reunion time: August 2008. I am looking
forward very much to meeting the Laird family
again and all the many people with whom I worked
over the years. It will give all of us a chance to take
a trip down memory lane and to recall past times
when ipods and the internet were unknown and the
Celtic Tiger hadn’t even started to roar.
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bauds’ Questkouse

Lairds' Staff 1983

Guesthouse owners, providers of domestic water
supply and sewerage system to Drumshanbo,
owners of first class herds of cattle.

Pictured above in the early 1950s outside the
guesthouse are:
Mrs Jim Scollan, Tom Scollan, Barbara Nolan and
Margaret Scollan.
Lairds were known far and wide for the diversity of their
business interests - jam factory, retailers and wholesalers,
millers, providers of electricity, etc.
Among the least known or least remembered of their
business interests were(i) They provided the town with a domestic water supply
and sewerage system until a new water supply and
sewerage system were provided in 1938 by Leitrim
County Council.
(ii) Lairds also ran a guesthouse on the Carrick Road
where the home of Joe and Pauline McManus now stands.
(iii) In the early 1900s, C.S. Laird built up first class herds
of cattle. It was said that “He could judge cattle or horses
with the eye of an expert. As a horseman, few could
match his skill whether in the hunt or on the Gymkhana
course on the 15th August Annual Sports Day in
Drumshanbo.”
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Award in 1971. The telex was the forerunner to the
fax. It looked like a glorified typewriter attached to
a special telex line. Indeed I remember the late
Raymond Laird, Managing Director, asking me to
send a message to a customer in Canada early one
morning. The postal strike came to an end in the late
summer of 1979 so I was promoted to switchboard
operator at reception where I remained till I returned
to school in September 1979 to complete my
Leaving Certificate.

A First for Lairds, a
First for Drumshanbo
and a First for me.
By Tony Gilhooly

Tony worked in the office and at
reception from 1979 to 1991.

A waee packet and no study

Many people, particularly the older generation,
believe that we saw greater changes in the last thirty
years in technology than what took place in the
previous hundred years. There was no place this was
more evident than in C.S. Laird Ltd. One of my
abiding memories of Lairds was that it was a place
for “firsts.”

After I completed my Leaving Certificate in 1980, I
joined the staff of C.S. Laird on a permanent basis
despite having been awarded a V.E.C Scholarship to
the Regional Technical College in Sligo. No doubt,
when I declined the offer, it caused my parents and
teachers some concern. The thought of a wage
packet and no study was very tempting to a fellow
in his teens in the early 80s. I returned to Lairds on
30th June 1980 and remained there until its closure
in 1991.

New technoloev - computers and telex
I joined the staff of C.S. Laird for the first time in
the summer of 1979, I worked in the office under
the watchful eye of the late John Maguire, Company
Accountant. My job was that of preparing the sales
ledger data for entry to the new computer. The
company had just acquired the first computer in
Drumshanbo from Computer Aspects in Belfast. It
was a far cry from the laptop of today. It was made
up of three components: a processing unit as big as
a small wardrobe, a keyboard as big as a typewriter
and a video screen as big as a portable television. In
later years, the late Sean Barry often made the
comment that it took him and Ben Costello a full
day to help move this equipment into the office. In
this present age, people have more powerful
equipment in their pocket, the mobile phone. In
those days, the telephone exchange was manually
operated in the greater Carrick-on-Shannon area, so
this meant that all calls were operator assisted.
During the postal strike of that year, 1979, it meant
that we had no telephone communications in the
area except for emergencies. Indeed locals drove to
Longford or Sligo to dial calls. However, Lairds did
not experience a communications blackout because
they had a telex machine which was installed before
my time after they had won the National Export

Another “first”
Another first for Lairds was the building of the new
jam factory that commenced building in 1981 where
‘The Food Hub’ is now. I worked in the office
located where the Leitrim Partnership is now before
moving to the new factory in 1983.
In those days, there were three telephone lines
attached to the switchboard: Drumshanbo 3,
Drumshanbo 72 and Drumshanbo 89. It could take
anything from a half an hour to an hour and a half to
contact Dublin. This was most inconvenient
because most of the Laird customer base and
supplier base were in Dublin. In 1982, the telephone
service was revolutionised in Drumshanbo when the
first direct dial line was installed in Lairds’ office. It
was a number borrowed from the Longford
exchange and was reserved for out-going calls only.
I had the privilege of making the first direct dial call
to Dublin 982200. That was the number for our Area
Manager
in Dublin, the late Gerry Smith. After the
<
Drumshanbo telephone exchange was switched to
automatic working in 1984, the fax line was
installed. It could be described as photocopying
down a telephone line. The big advantage to the fax
over telex was that you
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could write the message and then send it. You could

he never felt he was driving hard unless the broken

easily transmit graphics and signatures to the other

white line on the road appeared continuous. On the

Il wasn’t very long until the old

morning after one Budget, the lads were discussing

telex machine which had served as the link with the

the fact that the pint was now costing over the

international world for many years was removed

pound, and some declared that it would finish the

from the office.

pub trade. Another spoke up and said, “You must be

side of the world.

joking. It would be drank if it was a ‘tenner’ a pint.

While there is a hoop on a barrel they’ll drink it".

A car phone, but not a mobile phone

Even at that time, Guinness wasn’t coming in

In the summer of 1988, the company was bought

hooped barrels any more.

out by Larry Goodman’s Food Industries, and

I want to thank all the staff who were good and kind

shortly after this another first was notched up in

to me during my stay in C.S. Laird Ltd, and I

Our esteemed Sales Manager, Noel

remember fondly those staff members with whom I

McPartland got a phone installed in his car. It is

worked and who are no longer with us. May they

worth noting that this was not a mobile phone, it

now be enjoying their reward.

Lairds.

was a phone installed in his car. The mobile phone
came later, so this was another first for Lairds. I

remember there was great coverage in Dublin and
Cork but the coverage became weaker as one moved

The Methodist Church

into the rural areas and it was nearly non-existent in

The Laird family were and are members of the

Leitrim. As I recall times past and how things were

Methodist Church founded by John Wesley (1703-

before the mobile phone era, I recall an occasion

1791).

when Margaret McPartland rang me in the office.

She had just realised that Noel had left his overnight

A souvenir booklet published in 1960 to honour the

bag behind him as he was on his way to America on

centenary of the Methodist Church - The Wesleyan

export sales business. So, all we could do was ring

Chapel-in Drumshanbo stated-

the Gardaf in Castlerea, give them the number of his

car and ask them to stop him and let him know that

“Drumshanbo is the head of a small but well and

some of his luggage was still in Drumshanbo. How

favourably known circuit in Irish Methodism.

things have changed!

Drumshanbo circuit formely covered an immense

area. It extended from killeshandra on one side to
Castlerea on the other.

Parties and banter
All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, but not

The difficulty about Drumshanbo in the eighteenth

so with Lairds. We all eagerly looked forward to the

century was that it was not on a main road. The

annual Christmas Party. However, we had fun more

main road ran from Carrick-on-Shannon through

than once a year because I vividly remember the

Leitrim Village and Manerhamilton to Sligo, and

banter at tea break in the canteen. I remember two

Drumshanbo was not on this road. It was the

truck drivers discussing fast driving. One said he

opening of the narrow guage railway that brought

didn’t feel he was driving hard if he didn't over take

life to Drumshanbo.”

two cars every ten minutes, and the other said that
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Stella Kehoe (nee McManus) joined Lairds’ office staff in July 1967.
Here she recalls her time there -

Where mentors became friends
by Stella Kehoe
I had never intended to work in an office. However,
on July 17th, 1967, I walked from my home to the
premises of C. S. Laird Ltd., Church St. to take up
my very first job! Needless to say, I was nervous,
but I was soon put at ease and welcomed into the
business by the late Raymond Laird. He introduced
me to members of staff, and so my first day began.

Settling in
During the weeks that followed, under the watchful
eye, kindness and patience of Theresa Lee (now
Theresa McWeeney), I trained in the Debtors’
Accounts Department. I became familiar with the
system and more adept at operating the big NCR
machine, and I soon realised that I was enjoying the
work. Staff members were easy to work with, and
even senior staff such as Shane McWeeney, Maisie
Fee and her sister, the aforementioned Theresa,
became not only my mentors, but also my friends. I
had become a valued member of staff at C. S. Laird
Ltd. and no longer felt any need to move away and
seek employment further afield.

Nationwide trade
Once I had acquired a certain level of competence,
I found the work very interesting. I think I probably
heard of and wrote to nearly every place-name in
Ireland. Lairds supplied products not only to the
larger supermarkets and shops but also to country
shops, primary schools and all the hospitals
throughout the country. Our sales representatives
travelled all over Ireland, and later on, the world.

Above: Stella Kehoe
“new extension” as it was then called, opened. Part
of the celebrations included staff members being
taken out to a meal during the day followed by a
dance in the Mayflower Ballroom that night.
However, on the day preceding these events, I had a
septic throat and it appeared that I wouldn’t be well
enough to attend either function. I had a phone call
at work from Mr. C. S. Laird expressing regret that
I was unwell and hoping that I would recover
sufficiently to attend. He had instructed “Master
Raymond” to get the special medicine from the
chemist that the family used for throat ailments.
This bottle was duly given to me and I recovered in
time to dance the night away! Amazingly, this kind
gesture of providing me with remedies continued
during my working life in Lairds, whenever I had a
bad throat.

A family business

Fond Memories

Working in Lairds was, in a way, like working in a
family business. I remember in 1968 when the

I always recall my years in the office with great
fondness, and friendships forged in the early days
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have lasted a lifetime. I remember all the fun I shared with my
colleagues, one of whom, Jennie (Earley) Mulvey, sadly
passed away during the past year.
The Laird family, who illuminated our town and inspired
many families to higher things, have gone from our area, but
they have left a legacy of memories that cannot be erased.

Right: Jennie Mulvey (nee Earley) pictured at the
switchboard in 1972, Sadly, Jennie passed away in 2007.

Official opening of new factory and offices, September 1983

L-R: Gary Laird (Director), John Bruton (Minister for Industry and Commerce),
Raymond Laird (Managing Director) and Roger Laird.
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Salaries Book 1938
This is a page from the companies Salary Book, February 1938.
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dici?
__

tl

Official Opening of
Laird House,
Drumshanbo,

5th hull 2002

Raymond Laird officially opens Laird House.

Original Jan Factory and Offices up to 1083

Above: The original jam factory site and offices vacated in 1983 when the new factory was built.
This picture was taken in 1996 before the Co. Leitrim Partnership Board acquired the offices and
before the jam factory was demolished to make way for Laird House.
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Lairds’ Garage
In 1938, C.S. Laird opened a garage at the end of Church St. where McCormacks’ Gala
Supermarket now stands.

DR JOSEPH P. DORR.
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CO. LEITRIM.
<3 .
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Right:
Pictured on display in a window of Lairds’
Garage is the Commer, station-wagon won
by Mrs. ‘Dolly’ Reynolds, Barrack Square,
Drumshanbo in ‘The Sunday Press’
Fashion Competition in the 1950s.
A photo of the presentation of the keys of
the station-wagon to Mrs. Reynolds is on
page 64.

Rally
Driving
Raymond Laird was
a keen car
enthusiast. Here he
is pictured driving a
Dellow rally car in
the R.A.C. Car
Rally in Blackpool,
England in March
1956. Raymond
represented Ireland
in the RAC Rally for
four years.
Raymond’s co
driver in many
races was Hugh
Stewart from Boyle.

First
Motor-Car
Owner
Caleb Laird had the proud
distinction of owning the
first motor-car in Leitrim.
A French Darracq. it was
purchased by him in
1903. He sold it two years
later. It lay in a scrap yard
from 1908 to 1937, when
it was bought by Mr. D.
Montgomery of
Ballymena, who rebuilt it
and re-assembled it
without placing any new
parts in it. The car’s
registration number was
IT7
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From ‘ The Leitrim Guardian’ Magazine 1979
(Re-printed with the kind permission of the ‘The Leitrim Guardian' Committee)

The Leitrim Guardian

Man
of the
Year
1979.
Raymond Laird,
Drumshanbo.

Raymond Laird and his wife. Betty, with, from left, Sandra. Roger, Gary.
Shirley
(Picture: John Keaney).

RAYMOND LAIRD, manufacturer of ‘Bo-Peep’
and ’Lairds Irish’ jams and marmalades,
Drumshanbo, has been elected Leitrim Man of the
Year.

quantities to Middle East countries. They have also
broken into the lucrative North American market
where the trade name is ‘Lairds Irish’, a name soon
to be given to all jams manufactured at Drumshanbo.
Lairds won the National Export Award in 1972.

Raymond joined the Company of the jam factory in
1943 after completing his education at Port ora Royal
School, Enniskillen. It was then still a small venture.
His father, Caleb S. Laird, had opened the factory in
1935 with five on the payroll. Now there are 80, over
100 during the three-month run up to Christmas.

Raymond and his wife, Betty, have four children,
Gary, Sandra, Shirley and Roger. Gary is now a
director of the company, and shares his father’s
insatiable interest in the business. Raymond is away
from home quite a lot on business, so he enjoys
home life all the more. His cattle is his one hobby
now. He plays an occasional game of golf in Rosses
Point. When he was younger he was a well-known
rally driver and trials competitor. He represented
Ireland for four years in the R.A.C. Rally.

Raymonds’ great grandfather settled in Drumshanbo
in the middle of the 18th century. He was a Scot. He
started a leather business. His son opened a grocery.
In 1902, his son, and Raymond’s father, bought an
old mill for sawing timber. He later switched to
generating electricity, using the mill race which is
still there. The Lairds continued to supply electricity
to Drumshanbo until the mid 1950s.

Raymond is a Methodist. Their chapel celebrated its
centenary in 1960. “John Wesley told us to be a
friend to all and a foe to none”, he says, “and it’s a
piece of advice that I and my father have always tried
to follow”. The proof is there. Raymond has a first
class and loyal work force. He is a highly respected
man in the Drumshanbo community; he is the
elected chairman of Drumshanbo Development
Association.

Business is in the blood. During the 1960s - “when 1
had boundless energy” - Raymond owned eight or
nine different businesses, a supermarket in
Drogheda, a guest house, a drapery business etc. He
disposed of them all when he installed modern
machinery in the jam factory in 1969. He is about to
install the latest machinery, with increased
production, but with no loss of jobs. He is now
ranked third in jam manufacturing in Ireland, after
Chivers and Lamb Brothers.

'Leitrim people have expressed the debt they owe to
the Laird family down the years by electing
Raymond ‘Leitrim Man of the Year’. We now
extend our congratulations to him.

After the Frankfurt Food Fair, 1971, Lairds started to
expand their export business. Now they export large
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Lairds and Musgraves.
The Leitrim Connection.

Sir Matt Busby visits
Drumshanbo
On 17 May 1971, Sir Matt Busby (Manager of
Manchester United) landed by helicopter in Lairds’
field, Drumshanbo on his way to an engagement in
Ballina. The helicopter landed for refuelling at the back
of Lairds’ jam factory. ‘The Leitrim Observer’ report
stated that “several hundred children and adults had
assembled to greet the visitors who were welcomed by
local industrialist, Mr. Raymond Laird and Mr. J.M.
Mooney, MCC, Drumshanbo Angling Club and Tourist
Development Association.”

Sir Matt was Manager of Manchester United from
1945 to 1969 and from December 1970 to June 1971.
He retired as Manager a month after his visit to
Drumshanbo. Raymond Laird said on the occasion of
Sir Matt’s stop-over that he (Raymond) was giving the
field free of charge for the benefit of the town with the
hope that it would be developed as a heliport.
Above: Caleb Laird and Thomas
Musgrave pictured at Corryard House,
Drumshanbo, circa 1910.

The Musgraves came from Derrnasoo, Drumshanbo.
There was a close relationship between them and the
Lairds.
Thomas and Stuart Musgrave moved from
Drumshanbo to Cork, and opened their first grocery
store in North Main Street, Cork in 1876. In 1894, they
opened a bakery, a sweet factory and a laundry, and
built Cork’s iconic Metropole Hotel.
To-day, Musgraves is the largest symbol group
company in the retail and wholesale food business in
the island of Ireland. Their household names are
SuperValu and Centra which they created in 1979. In
2004, they acquired the Londis UK franchise.

Above: This “grainy” photo shows Raymond Laird
welcoming Sir Matt to Drumshanbo.
Also in photo L-R: Joe Mooney, Pat Crerand
(member of Manchester United’s European Cup
winning team in 1968) and, Paddy McGrath
(Manchester).

Telegrams: “LAIRD, DRUMifeANBO"
Customer’s

Cars

PHONE No. 3.

driven by staff at owner's

J'ixidc Batteries alvvavs
in stock.

risk

onlv.

Repairs carried out at
shortest notice.

DRUMSHANBO,l^th. January.,.. 1,9-34 •
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Co. Leitrim.
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Staff-outing to Bundoran 1964.

Left: The staff brought
their own refreshments
with them and travelled in
the firm’s lorries sitting on
forms/benches.
On right of picture, Jim
Scollan and Johnny
Gilbride enjoy some
refreshments.

Right:
Back Row: L-R:
Therese Lee, Willie
Moran and
Maisie Lee.
Front Row: L-R:
Gerry Flood, Aidan
Moran and
Ann Moran

Left:
On left of picture,
Tom Doyle having
a cigarette.
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Below: Lairds’ company car fleet 1983 parked at front of new factory.
These cars were all supplied by Michael (Junior) McGowan, Volkswagon
Dealer, Drumshanbo.

Right: Michael McGowan known as ‘the singing lorry driver’ - pictured in
front of one of Lairds’ trucks, a Morris Commercial. Michael worked for most
of his working life in Lairds. He drove a lorry for many years and then
as the storeman in the garage.
His son, Michael (Junior), thinks that the lorry in this picture was a gas
producer. There was a fire-box on the side of the lorry which burned
and thus produced its own gas. The lorry ran on this gas. This picture was
taken in the mid 1940s.

Mrs. Dolly Reynolds - Prize Winner
1950s: Mrs. Dolly Reynolds, winner of 'Sunday Press’ fashion competition is presented with keys
of a Commer station-wagon which she won as first prize. The picture was taken at a dance in
Doherty’s Hall. Barney McCormack’s band provided the music.
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The Laird Food Products stand at The Private Label Exhibition in Amsterdam, in May 1988.
Noel McPartland is pictured talking to a customer.

LEABHARLANN CHONTAE LIATROMA
3 0020 00134997 8

Official opening of Laird s’ new jam factor y September 1983
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