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THE Eslin area is part of the Parish of Mohill and stretches from Gortinure in the North to Cloonbo in the South and
from Dromcolligan in the East to Bunnybeg in the West. Small hills dominate the landscape and the main waterways
are the Eslin River and Lough McHugh. There are several opinions as to the origin of the word, Eslin, but the most
probable derivation is from the Gaelic words, Eas — meaning waterfall, and Linn — meaning pool — hence Eslin the
waterfall of the pool.
Eslin Bridge is at the centre of this area and has always been a focal point for the local community, because in
former years convenient to the bridge were located the church, school, creamery, grocer's shop and the Post Office,
the R.I.C. barracks and two dance halls, one at each side of the bridge.
In years gone by, the community who were predominantly small farmers had to struggle to make a living from the
poor quality soil in the area, yet they were also self sufficient. They had their own coopers, tailors, carpenters, stone
masons, thatchers, blacksmiths and shoemakers to cater for their various needs. Mixed farming which involved the
keeping of a few cows and some young stock, pigs and poultry and the growing of potatoes and vegetables was their
the Lawders
Wests
farmers, much respected and highly thought of by their neighbours, but none of their descendants now live in Eslin
and their estates have long since been divided.
Eslin was densely populated previous to the famine years of 1846-1847, but there was a dramatic decline in
afterwards there was a great
World War
World War
more or less stabilised during the '70’s but at present, sad to say, many young people are once again faced with the
prospect of going abroad to earn a living.
This very brief description of the Eslin area will, we hope, provide the reader with a background to some of the
articles which follow.
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THIS small book claims to be no more than a modest and tentative attempt to record in writing and in pictures some of
the history of Eslin Bridge and its people. It is, however, vitally important that books such as these are published
because the oral tradition is practically dead and with it goes the history of the past.
The people of Eslin have seen good times and bad but through the years they have always displayed a remarkable
community spirit which is still vibrant today. The present generation can look back with pride on their predecessors
and their efforts in the face of emigration and other adversities to make life happier and more enjoyable for those who
stayed at home.
For those who are interested in Eslin Bridge, in its traditions and its people, this book should rekindle some
forgotten memories. It is our earnest hope that it does.

Introduction
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THE Eslin area is part of the Parish of Mohill and stretches from Gortinure in the North to Cloonbo in the South and
from Dromcolligan in the East to Bunnybeg in the West. Small hills dominate the landscape and the main waterways
are the Eslin River and Lough McHugh. There are several opinions as to the origin of the word, Eslin, but the most
probable derivation is from the Gaelic words, Eas — meaning waterfall, and Linn — meaning pool — hence Eslin the
waterfall of the pool.
Eslin Bridge is at the centre of this area and has always been a focal point for the local community, because in
former years convenient to the bridge were located the church, school, creamery, grocer’s shop and the Post Office,
the R.I.C. barracks and two dance halls, one at each side of the bridge.
In years gone by, the community who were predominantly small farmers had to struggle to make a living from the
poor quality soil in the area, yet they were also self sufficient. They had their own coopers, tailors, carpenters, stone
masons, thatchers, blacksmiths and shoemakers to cater for their various needs. Mixed farming which involved the
keeping of a few cows and some young stock, pigs and poultry and the growing of potatoes and vegetables was their
livelihood. The biggest landowners in the area were four Protestant farmers the Lawders of Bunnybeg, the Crowes of
Drumrahan, the Jones’ of Laheen and the Wests of Clarashinnagh. They were for the most part very industrious
farmers, much respected and highly thought of by their neighbours, but none of their descendants now live in Eslin
and their estates have long since been divided.
Eslin was densely populated previous to the famine years of 1846-1847, but there was a dramatic decline in
population after the famine due to death and emigration. During the First World War and afterwards there was a great
exodus to America while after the Second World War most of those who left went to England. The population had
more or less stabilised during the ’70’s but at present, sad to say, many young people are once again faced with the
prospect of going abroad to earn a living.
This very brief description of the Eslin area will, we hope, provide the reader with a background to some of the
articles which follow.
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Past Schools and Education in the
Eslin Bridge area.

ESLIN N.S. (1910)
Back Row (I. to r.) — Ciss McGann (Drumlara), Maggie McWeeney (Coraterriff), Katie Ward
(Drumrahool), Maggie Reynolds (Stuck), Maggie Mulligan (Killamaun), Katie McConnell
(Tulcon), Mrs. Flynn, N.T. (Drumdart). Front Row (I. to r.) — Lizzie Donohoe (Stuck), Stella
Reynolds (Cavan), Baby Moran (Bunnymore), Theresa Reynolds (Stuck), Rose Ann McConnell
(Tulcon).

CARTRON N.S. 70s
Back Row (I. to r.)
James Kilcrann, Pauline McLoughlin, Marian Cassells, Gerry Turbet,
Michael Reynolds, James Gildea. Second Row (from left)
Geraldine McLoughlin, Lily
Reynolds, Aggie Reynolds, Gerry McLoughlin, Betty McLoughlin, Noel McLoughlin, ernie
McDermott. Third Row (from left) — Stephen Reynolds, Tommie Reynolds, John G.
McLoughlin, Michael Reynolds, Bernadette Reynolds, K. McLoughlin, renda McNabola.
Fourth Row (from left) — Peter McLoughlin, Elizabeth McCrann, Kevin McNabola, Thomas
Conlon, Sean Conlon, Michael Beirne. Front Row (from left) — Val McLoughlin, Catriona
McCrann, Ita McLoughlin, Mary Reynolds, Frances Cassells, Gabriel Duignan.
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THE Catholic Emancipation Act,
1829 and the National Education
Act, 1831 opened up a brighter
future for the Irish Catholic people
who had been ground under by the
Penal Laws for the previous one
hundred years and denied all
education. After the Famine Years
1845/1847 hedge schools were
established all over the country. In
the early 1 850s Hughie McDonnell
set up one such school on the rock in
Drumlara. In Griffith’s survey of 1 857
McDonnell’s house is mentioned as
being of no value. The area of the
garden was three roods. The annual
valuation was five shillings. However
this is the first school we have any
record of in the Eslin area.
When Hughie McDonnell died his
son Alec continued teaching in the
hedge school on the rock. He
eventually moved from Drumlara to
Lough Erill crossroads. He had a
school there before moving to
Drumdoo where he had a school in a
little house belonging to the Moran’s.
BOYS SCHOOL

was
National
School
The
established at Cavan, Eslin at this
time. Alec, as a learned man, was
appointed as teacher there.
However, habits which he had
developed as a hedge school-master
did not conform to the new rules and
he was transferred from Cavan to
Greenun where he set up a small
. Here, he
school on Corrafoora
was giving trouble to the manager,
Canon Evers. McDonnell accepted
compensation, left the school and
went to America where he remained
for some years. His relations sent him
back to Co. Leitrim again. On his
return he established another hedge
school in Curragha. He died in 1 877
at Mohill hospital.
The day’s work in Curragha began
with the master writing a headline in
the pupils’ copies with a quill pen.
The scholars copied this sitting on
wooden forms with their copies on
their knees. They wrote with pen and
ink. They used a fourth class book
called “Reading Made Easy”. They
never got further than “LSD” in
arithmetic.
Alec’s failing was drink. He went to
Mohill every Thursday and never
missed a market. The scarcity of
tobacco on Wednesday was
responsible for the low attendance on
that day. The sickness which

I

followed the visit to market was the
main reason for no school on
Thursday and Friday. The school
week was Monday and Tuesday. He
married Biddy Canning from
Drumdart. When she died he married
Catherine Rourke who outlived him.
Master Mahon, a native of
Ballinaglera, was the first teacher in
the old Cavan school in 1866. His
wife was also a teacher. He originally
taught in Stracarne, Gorvagh, before
coming to Cavan. He was a very
successful teacher. He taught until
the 1890s when he retired. He is
remembered as being a big venerable
looking gentleman immaculately
dressed in black. He wore a cut-away
coat, and tall hat. He had a flowing
white beard.
Master Mahon was replaced by
Master John Flynn who had been
assistant teacher in Mohill. Master
Flynn had as his assistant Michael
McLoughlin. Master Flynn died in
1926 and was replaced by Frank
McGuinness who had been principal
teacher in Finiskill school. Master
McGuinness later changed from
Cavan to Starcarne and was replaced
by his nephew Phil McGuinness. The
new Eslin school was opened in
1 943 and Phil taught there until the
early 1 970s when the children were
transported to the national schools in
Mohill.

CAVAN SCHOOL ABOUT 1927

lack Row (I. to r.) — Kathleen Doran (Drumdoo), Margaret Anne Wynne (Drumahool), Mary
Ellen Foley (Tulcon), Maggie Gilroy (Drumdart), Fanny Kane, Sheila Flynn (Drumdart), Mary
Ellen Kane, Kathleen Kennedy, Lizzie Jane Faughnan (Drumcolllgan), Una Flynn (Drumdart),
Anna Conlon (Drumregan), Clssle McCaffrey (Coraterrlff). Second Row (I. to r.) — Bridget
Faughnan (Drumcolllgan), Katie Bohan (Corlgeen), Rosaleen Conlon (Drumregan), Kathleen
Foley (Tulcon), Rose Mulligan (Dromlna), Katie Flynn (Lough Errlll), Mary Kate Higgins
(Tulcon), Baby Faughnan (Lough Errlll), Nora McHugh (Drumlara), Jodie Flynn (Corlgeen),
Marla Bruen, Ellie Flynn (Lough Errlll). Third Row (I. to r.) — Margaret Foley (Tulcon), Mary
Ellen Bruen, Theresa Kane, Agnes Kennedy, Annie Gilmartln, Tessle Conlon, Kitty
McLoughlin (Gortyclery), Katie Wynne, Mary McLoughlin (Stuck), Mary Conboy, Annie
Reynolds (Bunnymore). Front Row (I. to r.) — Mary Reynolds (Drumdoo), Maggie Jane Moran
(Drumdoo), Ellie Reynolds (Bunnymore), Mary Ellen Wynne, Sheila McLoughlin, Kitty Bohan
(Gartavacan), Laura Gray (Corlgeen), Baby Baxter, Rose Kane, Annie Wynne, May Faughnan.

Cavan Boys School in 1910 with Master John Flynn on left and Master Mickey McLoughlin on
rioht.
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CARTRON N.S. (Around 1925)
lack Row (I. to r.) — Mias Wynne, Frank McLoughlln, Lawrence Reynolds, Tom McLoughlln, Packle Turbett, Josie Qildea, Tom Rowley, John
McLoughlln, Tom Banaghan, James McHugh. Second Row (I. to r.) — Mary Ellen Egan, Lena McLoughlln, Charlotte McLoughlln, Annie
Higgins, Kate Qildea, Kay McLoughlln, Annie Qildea, Kathleen Blake, Lizzie Kate Rowley. Third Row (I. to r.) — Michael Rowley, Francle
Hargaden, James Qildea, Jimmy Joe Kllcrann, Benny Higgins, Bridgle McLoughlln, Mary Ann Hargaden, Brldgie Rowley, Katie Hargaden.
Fourth Row (I. to r.) — Lizzie Nora Hargaden, Eddie Turbett, Eddie Blake, James Qildea, Paddy McLoughlln, May Mulligan, Annie Banaghan,
Pat Qildea, Mick McLoughlln, Patrick Joseph Reynolds, Michael Reynolds. Fifth Row (I. to r.) — Mary Ann Reynolds, Eddie Higgins, Benny
McHugh, James Banaghan, Johnny McLoughlln, Packy Keating, Maggie McKeon, Minnie McLoughlln, Janie McKeon, LII Qildea, Mary Blake,
Qretta McLoughlln. Sixth Row (I. to r.) — Agnes Hargaden, Lily McLoughlln, James McLoughlln, Pee Blake, Pee McLoughlln, Bridgle Ann
Qildea, Maggie Ann McCrann, John McKeon, Annie McLoughlln, Mel Reynolds. Inset top right: Mrs. Shanley.

GIRL’S SCHOOL

Mrs. Mahon was principal of the
girls school. On retirement she was
succeeded by Margaret McCabe of
Mohill who became Mrs. John Flynn.
She had as her assistant two Brogan
girls, a Miss Healy and a Miss Gray
who eventually became Mrs.
McLoughlin. Mrs. Flynn retired in
1930 and was succeeded by Mrs.
McGuinness who was principal for a
short period. Mrs. Morahan then
taught in the new school until the
1950s. She was replaced by Miss
Moffat from Dromod who is now Mrs.
Gray and is teaching in Annaduff
school.

GREENAUN/CARTRON
SCHOOL
In the northern end of the Eslin area
a school was established in the

CARTRON N.S. CONFIRMATION CLASS, 1966

lack Row (I. to r.) — Bernie McDermott, James Kllcrann, Gerry Turbet, Michael Reynolds,
fllchael Glldea. Centre (I. to r.) — Gerry Stenson, Gerry McLoughlln, Enda Stenson, Stephen
teynolds, Noel McLoughlln. Front Row (I. to r.) — Betty McLoughlln, LII Reynolds, Marian
Cassells. Geraldine McLoughlln, Aggie Reynolds.
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ESLIN NATIONAL SCHOOL (About 1956-57)
Jack Row (I. to r.)
(Drum:olllgan),
(Corigeen), Sean
Eslln P.O.), Michael McGuinness (Mohill),
Second
Joe McGuire (Lough Errill), Tony Reynolds, Frankie Wilson (Corigeen)
Drumrlggan, ? ? Patrick J. Glldea (Clarashlnnagh), Gerry Flynn (Lough Errill), John Jude
Reynolds (Gortyclery).

townland of Greenaun, in Banaher’s
meadow. The first teachers we have
any account of there are Andrew
Moran and his wife. Mrs. Shanley
worked for a while in Greenaun
school and when the new school was
erected in 1900 she became
principal. The numbers in the school
were small at first but in 1912 Miss
Katie Wynne from Drumcolligan was
appointed as assistant teacher. Mrs.
Shanley retired in 1931 and was
replaced by Mr. Jack Flynn,
Drumdart. Mr. Flynn had been
assistant in Stracarne. Miss Wynne
retired in 1958 and Mr. Flynn retired
in 1 963. The pupils of this area were
transferred to the Mohill national
schools like their neighbours, from
the Eslin school in the early 1 970s.

JACK FLYNN

e

ESLIN NATIONAL SCHOOL IN THE EARLY 1960’s
Gerard Stenson, Mary McCabe, Joseph Reynolds, Frankie Bohan, Vera Ward, Margaret
Wynne, Francis Foley, Margaret McHugh, Michael McHugh, Gerry Christopher Moran and
Tom Ward.

CARTRON SCHOOL GROUP (Around 1917)
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JACK FLYNN
(Drumdart)

CAVAN GIRLS SCHOOL (About 1910)
lack Row — Maggie Mulligan, Clss Moran, Ellie Noone, — Mary K. Reynolds. Second Row
Mrs. M. Flynn, N.T., Bee Wynne, Rosetta Reynolds, Annie Jo Bohan (?), Bee Glldea, Bee
McCaffrey. Front Row — Frances Flynn, — Jenny McCrann, Evelyn Crowe (?), Bridgle Bohan.

GIRLS IN ESLIN N.S.(1956)

>< ck Row (I. to r.)
Mary Reynolds (Cavan), Phyllis McGuinness, Mary McGuinness, Bridie
McGuinness, Eileen Hagan. Middle — Mary Reynolds (P.O.), Lily McGuire. Front Row (I. to r.)
— Patricia Wynne, Ann Reynolds (P.O.), Patsy Flynn, Margaret McGuire, Ann McGuinness,
Chrissie Hagan, Marie Gray (R.I.P.), Martina Wynne.

▲

Green Road
Mohill

AUCTIONEERS VALUERS AND
LIVESTOCK SALESMEN

Phone:

ESLIN N.S. IN THE LATE’60’ a
lack Row (I. to r.) — Joe
ohan, Vera Ward
Mary McCabe, Margaret Wynne. Middle Row (I. to r.) — John Wynne, Theresa Wynne, Imelda
Stenson, Michael Reynolds, Bernadette Ward, Josephine Moran, Kevin Foley. Front Row (I.
to r.) — P. J. Moreton, Ray Bohan, Enda Stenson, Gerard Wynne, Paul Wynne, Aldan Wynne,
John Joe Dovle.
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Eslin G.A.A.
THE FIRST Leitrim G.A.A. Con
vention was held in Drumshanbo in
1889. Two delegates from Eslin
attended the meeting — John Flynn
from Drumlara and Pat Faughnan from
Drumdart.
Those two men were responsible
for the first Eslin G.A.A. team, with
Pat Faughnan, Eslin’s first Captain.
The 1 890’s saw Eslin field a senior
team every year and in 1899 they
won the Leitrim senior championship.
The final was played in Kilmore, with
Mohill being the opposing team.
Kilmore was picked as it was a
neutral venue. This Eslin team in
cluded two Harrisons
John and
Joe. The Eslin/Mohill district was
vacant that day with everyone gone
to the match.
The first decade of the 20th
century saw a team powered by the
Stensons of Mohernameela and
Paddy Kenny of Bunnymore who
played in goal. Jack Flynn remem
bers this team playing Gorvagh at the
Barrack Avenue in John Reynold’s
field. This would be in 1 91 2.
In 1917 Eslin won another senior
championship — defeating Fenagh in
Cloone by one point. This team was
powered by such players as Stiff
Mulligan, John Faughnan, John
the
McGuinness and Mike Moran
latter three being the three halfbacks. This was Eslin’s last senior

championship. There was a lull in
football during the Anglo-Irish war and
it was 1922-’23 before players
returned to the football field. There
was a new team formed in 1922 and

captain of Leitrim, (John would be an
uncle of Sean McGuinness). Other
players on this team included Mike
Moran (a county player), James and
John Ward of Drumrahool: Jim Ward
of Drumcolligan; Jack and Charlie
Flynn of Drumdart; Henry Keville of
Gorteagle; Willie Daly and Plucker

ESLIN FOOTBALL TEAM, 1942
ack Row (I. to r.) — John Wynne, Harry Keane, Paddy Ward (R.I.P.), Bernie Reynolds (R.I.P.),
Jim Ward (R.I.P.), Frank Cox (R.I.P.), Paddy Faughnan, Willie Moran, Tomas Conlon (R.I.P.).
Middle Row (I. to r.) — Jack Moran (R.I.P.), Austin McGuire, Frank McLoughlln (R.I.P.), John
McLoughlln (R.I.P.), Jimmy Stenson, Michael Bruen, John Bruen, Josie Belrne (R.I.P.). Front
Row (I. to r.) — Laurence Moran, Pat Stenson, John Keane, capt. (R.I.P.), Robert Moran, Denis
Reynolds (R.I.P.), John Tom McHugh (R.I.P.), T. P. Reynolds, Tommy Moran.

it first took to the field in 1923,
powered chiefly by John McGuinness
who was captain of Eslin and

Front Row (I. to r.) — Tom Ahern, F. McGarry, C. Courtney, M. Lyons. Second Row (I. to r.)
J.
Joe Hagan, D. McGarty, M. McDonagh, M. Manning, S. Mulligan. Third Row (I. to r.)
McGuire, . Crossan, C. Brennan, T. Mulligan, B. McGowan, J. Maguire, J. Maguire, J. Farrell,
C. Clyne, J. Moran, P. McMorrow, J. O’Hara, P. Maguire. Fourth Row (I. to r.) — P. GucHan, J.
J. Doyle, J. Reynolds, P. Reynolds, J. Ward, J. O’Hara. Fifth Row (I. to r.) — M. Canning, J.
Murphy, J. Wynne, S. Belrne, W. Moran, J. Flynn, P. Murphy, T. Mulligan, J. Woods, M.
Faughnan, J. Tegarty, M. Doyle, T. Flnnlgan, G. Cox, J. McDonagh, P. Reynolds, J. Mulligan,
J. O’Hara.
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Faughnan. The team reached the
senior county final in 1 923, but was
defeated by Kiltyhugh. This game
was played in Fenagh. Eslin con
tinued to participate in the cham
pionship in the ’20’s and '30’s but
without success.
However, in 1 942, they achieved a
notable success by winning the
Junior Championship. On their way to
beat
first
they
final
the
Aughnasheelin, next Aughavas at
Corriga Hili and then beat Cloone
narrowly by one point at the Grange.
In the semi-final they played arch
rivals Mohill in Bohan’s field in
Gortavacan, and after a tough
physical game they emerged vic
torious by ten points. The final was in
Mohill with Kiltubrid providing the
opposition and there was much
rejoicing around Eslin when the local
team won by four points.
In the following year, 1943, Eslin
won the minor championship when
they beat Fenagh by five points in the
final which was played in Mohill (Eslin
had one very “experienced” minor on
duty during that campaign — namely
Pat Stenson, aged 30!).
During the late ’forties and the
’fifties, the club continued to field
teams in the various championships,

MOHILL
HARDWARE LTD
GLEBE STREET
Tel.: (078) 31083/31382
Calor Kosangas «Fuel Mercha
Complete Builders Providers •D.I.Y. Department
PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALISTS

if Delivery Service Available*

HOURS OF BUSINESS:
Monday-Friday, 9.30-1.00; 2.00-6.00
Saturday: 9.30-1.00; 2.00-8.00

GLEBE STREET
Tel.: (078) 31174
Enjoy a Night Out to Live Music at Weekends

Darts and Pool
Proprietors:
JIM & PHILOMENA O’BPIEN
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ESLIN — JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 1971
Joe Reynolds, Sean
ack Row (I. to r.)
Willie Joe Hlaalns.
Moran, Tommy Kennedy, Michael Tom Reynolds, Jim Reynolds,
Tommy Moran, Joseph Ward, Michael Reynolds, Timmy Shanley, Denis Reynolds (R.I.P.),
McNabola. Sonnle
Aldan Wynne. Front Row (I. to r.j
Joe
Gerry Moran, John L. Reynolds, Frankie Bohan, Big Gerry Moran, Don Reynolds, Brian
Stenson, Michael Reynolds, Mlko Moran, Ambrose McCrann.

but they achieved little success.
In the early ’sixties, the footballing
tradition of Eslin lay rather dormanl
but fortunately not for long. Slowly
the revival began. A second-hand set
of Leitrim jerseys were acquired. The
venue for the home games then was
the field in front of Moran’s,
Drumriggan; with the home team
togging out in the comfort of Moran’s
parlour while the shed had to do the
opposition! It was only with great
difficulty that Eslin managed to field a
team in the early days and a wide
variety of players were used. Micko
Moran, and Don Reynolds managed
to persuade some ‘foreign’ players to
help out the cause, some E.S.B.
workers who were then in the area,
and sometimes supporters stood in to
keep the show on the road. Gradually
some young local lads came of age
and the line-up became more con
sistent. In those days the lads suf
fered many defeats but there were
enough morale boosting per
formances to keep the colours flying
hiah. Who could ever fornet matrh««
like the one against Drumshanbo,
when Gerry Moran literally ditched
the opposition, the great displays
against Drumreilly in Houlihan’s
Bottoms, the fine penalties of Am
brose McCrann, our many tussles
with Fenagh or our crushing defeat of
Carrigallen — even with the
linesman’s help!
However, the great determination

of this bunch of lads began to bring
reward. Two of their finest hours
were, firstly, when holding a strong
Ballinamore team to a draw in Cloone
Grange, and that memorable day in
Gortletteragh when losing narrowly to
Mohill. Their day must surely come,
and come it did. What must surely
rank as the proudest day to be an

Eslin man or woman came on Sun
day, August 29th, 1971 when the
home team conquered Fenagh in the
junior championship final — bridging a
barren period of twenty-nine years.
The victory was against all the odds,
but the determination and fitness of
the Eslin side won the day. The team
was J. Ward; F. Bohan, G. Moran
(capt.), D. Reynolds; B. Stenson, W.
J. Higgins, J. McNabola; P. Duignan,
T. McCaffrey; J. Reynolds (1 -2), J. J.
McLoughlin (0-2), T. Reynolds (0-1);
G. Moran, P. Wynne (1-1), M. T.
Reynolds. This victory was the
culmination of a ten-year struggle to
keep football going at the ’Bridge,
and was a fitting reward for the
players, mentors and supporters.
In 1973 the team which had hauled
the club to a pinnacle of success in
’71 broke up. Some players retired
and the remainder joined forces with
Mohill. This unhappy marriage lasted
only two years, and the lads
regrouped, some new faces joining
the more experienced survivors from
the ’71 tern to form the nucleus of a
team which has carried the proud
traditions of the Eslin club into the
’eighties.
It was at this time, after the 1974
triumph of Heffo’s Dubs, that club
colours were changed to blue and
navy blue. Immediately the lads
reached two finals ’75 and ’76
against Drumkeerin and Dromahaire
respectively. However, with a small
panel of only 18 players the ‘blues’
were defeated.

1976 COUNTY FINAL — ESLIN v DROMAHAIR
Front Row (I. to r.) — Padralg Duignan, Kevin Foley, Ray
tan, Willie Joe Hi
Stenson, Tom Reynolds, Joe Reynolds, John L. Reynold
lack Row (I. to r.)
McLoughlln, Paul Wynne, Pascal Wynne, Frankie
Joe
Kennedy, Don Reynolds, Tommy McCaffrey.
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rlan
John G.

Once again the club suffered a
temporary set-back on the playing
field but in 1977 managed to turn this
to good advantage going on tour to
London in August, and again one year
later. Those two memorable oc
casions created a tremendous team
spirit and the following year under the
astute management of our own Heffo
— Sean Moran, the young team came
of age, making it to the final against
the much fancied Melvin Gaels. After
a hard-fought match the young tigers
forced a replay and what a fantastic
triumph that was. The “Leitrim Ob
server” report of the victory read,
“This championship success will
stand proudly alongside anything
Eslin have already won. In future
years it will be remembered for the
stubborn manner in which the Eslin
team would not acknowledge the
possibility of defeat.” The team on
the day was: P. Foley; B. Wynne, F.
Bohan, B. Stenson; K. Foley, S.
McLoughlin, P. Wynne; W. J.
Higgins, John G. McLoughlin (capt.);
J. G. Wrynne, J. Reynolds, R. Bohan;
E. Stenson, T. Bohan, T. Reynolds.
Sub.: G. Bohan forT. Reynolds.

Since then the club has had mixed
fortunes but has remained one of the
strongest teams at junior level. The
boys were beaten in two cham
pionship finals by Glencar and
Aughavas. Those disappointments
evaporated with that great league win
in Centenary Year, 1984, when
we defeated Aughnasheelin. The
winning team was: L. Bohan; M.
Reynolds,
F. Bohan, J. G.
McLoughlin; J. Beirne, T. Beirne, S.
McLoughlin; J. Reynolds, L. McCrann; J. McWeeney, B. Wynne, T.
McLoughlin; G. Butler, P. Reynolds,
R. Bohan. Subs: E. Stenson for J.
McWeeney; P. Wynne for M.
Reynolds; K. Foley for R. Bohan.

Eslin continues to pursue its proud
traditions in footballing circles.
Players, supporters and mentors look
forward to the future with a great
hope that the promise of the present
team will bring more honour to their
area, happy in the knowledge that
they are defending a great tradition.

—JOE REYNOLDS.

(PROP.: MARGARET WYNNE)

MAIN STREET,
MOHILL (078)31107
Stockists of Mens, Ladies,
Childrens and Baby Fashions
Large Selection of Wool,
Patterns and Bottoms

ALSO

MOHILL VIDEO LIBRARY
AT ROGERS DRAPERS
ESLIN

JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 1979

★ Excellent Selection of Latest

lack Row (I. to r.) — Tom Reynolds, Michael Reynolds, Don Reynolds, Terry Bohan, Brendan
Wynne, Joe Ward, Val Mcl
Stenson, Enda Stenson, Willie Joe Higgins. Front
Row (I. to r.) — Frankie lohan, John Q. Wynne, Paul Wynne, Kevin Foley, John Q.
Sean McLouahlln. Joe
lohan.
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Titles
★ Also Hire of Video Machines

Drama in Eslin
1938—1987
DRAMA in rural Ireland is a deeprooted tradition, the seeds of which
were sown by our forefathers. This
certainly is the story of Drama in Eslin
where the first Drama troupe “took to
the boards” on the 1 st May, 1938 in
<<
the Hall”, formerly the Eslin
Creamery. The first production was
“The Down Express” with the
following cast:—Dinny Reynolds
R.I.P., Michael Bruen, Francis
Bohan, James McLoughlin R.I.P.,
Austin McGuire, Pat Stenson, L'l
Gildea
R.I.P.
and
Kathleen
McLoughlin, directed by Fr.
O’Donnell C.C., Ms. May Reynolds
N.T. and Larry Moran. Admission was
2/- for front, 1/- for standing room.
Seating was hauled from Eslin
Church and heating for practices was
supplied by a member of the cast,
cutting a young ash tree on his way to
the hall! This play sparked the in
terest and tapped the talent in the
Eslin area, and started the tradition of
Drama which, now 50 years later, is
still thriving. Each year uncovered
fresh talent to complement the
veteran performers and up to 1951
fourteen three-act plays including the
following titles:—‘The Man from
Manoroe’; ‘The Will and the Woman’;
‘The Lord Mayor’; ‘The Courting of
Mary Doyle’;
Whip
‘Na
Bac Leis’; ‘The Gold Train’; ‘The
Damsel from Dublin’; ‘The Cobweb’s
Glory’; ‘Bridie’s Luck’; ‘Rebels and
Rain Coats’; ‘Kane Wasn’t Able’; and
‘Johnny’s Britches’, were performed.
With natural acting ability and liveiv

scripts the casts delighted their huge
audiences by the light of the paraffin
lamps and rounded off thenight with a
“hooley” into the early hours of the
morning! Having satisfied the home
audiences they headed off on their
bicycles to halls in Mohill,
Jamestown, Drumsna, Drumgowna,
Ballinamore, Gorvagh, Fenagh, Foy’s
HallCloone and Leitrim Village Hall!

“The Hall” was demolished and
Drama took a backseat for a number
of years until 1977 when Fr. Gene
Cox got things going again with the
conversion of the National School
into a hall and the production of John

B. Keane’s “The Field”. ‘Many Young
Men of Twenty’; ‘Professor Tim’; and
‘The Rugged Path’ followed and the
interest in Drama was back as fresh
as ever. The troupe was involved with
the Amateur Drama League in those
years and a new dimension was
added by a visiting Adpudicator wno
assessed the group’s performance.
The troupe travelled too, to Festivals,
the highlight being the City of Derry
Drama Festival in Magee University
adjudicated by Ray McAnally. In
keeping with the drama group of old,
the troupe performed in halls in
Cornageeha,
Aughnasheelin,
Kiltoghert,
Mohill,
Dromard,
Kiltyclogher
and
Ballinamore.
Through the initiative of Fr. George
Balfe the hall was converted into a
fine Community Centre, completed in
December 1983 and 1985 saw a
fine performance of “Sive” being

ESLIN DRAMA GROUP
lack Row (I. to r.) — Joe Gllchrls
Row (I. to r.) — Anne Joe

ESLIN DRAMATIC GROUP, 1947-9
Mike Joe Reynolds (R.I.P.), Josie McGuinness, Tomas McCaffrey, Patsy Keane, Sean
McGuinness, May Reynolds, Harry Keane, Gregory McNabola, Josephine McLoughlin, Pat
Stenson.
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staged followed by “The New
Gossoon” in 1 986.
Where the community spirit is
strong it follows that the Drama spirit
is keen and Eslin people can be justly
proud of both spirits. With a fine
community centre in which to do
plays; talented actors and actresses
the area; budding artists still to grace
“the boards”; appreciative audiences
ever ready to support, Eslin Drama
Group has plently to offer in the
future. Long may the ‘Drama’ flag fly
in Eslin, stirring up old memories and
keeping the tradition planted by our
forefathers alive and active.
Sincere thanks to Pat Stenson for
all the information supplied.

MARY REYNOLDS.

Lloyds Insurance and
Investment Advisers

Wishing you Every Success
in your campaign

Distributors of Top Quality

Main St., Mohill,
. Leitrim

Animal Feeds and Fertilisers

Tel.: (078) 31066 or 31404

I UIGNAN’S MILLS L TO.

if All Types of Insurance at
Competitive Rates
★ Growth and Income Bonds
★ Life Assurance, Pensions
★ Fire, Motor, Liability Insurance,
House Insurance
PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE
Local Office
Irish Permanent Building Society

Fearnaught, Aughamore,

Dromod, Co. Leitrim
Phone: (078) 38211,38238, 38355

FROM YOUR
LOCAL FRIENDLY
FAMILY GROCER
•"•4 .

HOMESTEAD

AtMIU

WHERE THE PROFIT IS

TO ALL TRADERS —

Breakfasts, Afternoon Tea, Salad

Are you stocking the famou

Bar, Fast Food Takeaway,

:

''
products
that
everybody
wants
—
If
not,
homestead

you are losing sales and profits. For supplies, service and
satisfaction with pleasure — Just phone (078) 31052.

DAILY LUNCHES

Opening:
10.00 a.m. ’till Late

JOSEPH DUGDALE & CO
MOHILL

REMEM
‘The Bistro’ for finest food at fairest prices

WHOLESALE GROCERS
HOMESTEAD DISTRIBUTORS

Best Wishes to Kevin

J

J

in his campaign from

ATIANTIS SEA FOOD

Everyone loves Kilranes Meat for its tenderness and
quality at a price everyone can afford — We specialise
in DEEP FREEZING.

Every Wednesday
So when in town call and see our large range of

★ Beef ★ Lamb ir Pork & if Bacon

MAIN STREET,

at KILRANES, GLEBE STREET,

MOHILL

MOHILL
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Best Wishes

k

MAIN STREET

MOHILL

Eslin Community Centre
IN 1973 Eslin School closed and
Rev. E. Cox and the late Monsignor
Sheerin decided to give it to the
people of Eslin for use as a Community Centre. There was a committee formed which consisted of: Fr.
E. Cox, chairman; Brian Stenson,
treasurer; Sean McCabe, Secretary.
Local volunteers got together and
worked at the school. They knocked
down the wall which was between
the classrooms and made the
ballroom. John L. Reynolds pulled
down the chimney with his tractor.
The work started in June, 1974 and
the hall was ready for opening in
October of the same year. The stage
was built on barrels and blocks until
there was enough money made to
build a fold-up stage. The hall stayed
that way until 1 979 when Fr. Cox got
an AnCO Youth Project launched and
his work was about to commence
when he was transferred to Ferbane,»
but luckily for the people of Eslin, Fr.
G. Balfe was appointed our curate
and he got the work on its way. A
new committee was formed which
consisted of: Fr. G. Balfe, chairman;
Mary Reynolds and Imelda Stenson,
joint secretaries; Jim Reynolds and
Gerard Stenson, joint treasurers, with
a large working committee. Sean
of Gorvagh was ap
McWeen
pointed as foreman for AnCO and
with the young boys and girls from
the Eslin and surrounding areas, it
was no time until the Community
Centre was completed at a cost of
£29,000. The debt had increased at
this stage and a big fund-raising

venture commenced. The chairman
of the committee, Fr. G. Balfe was
then transferred to Lanesboro and
Joe Reynolds was appointed as the
new chairman. The rest of the
committee remained the same. When
a number of functions had taken
place, ideas began to run out for
raising money. It was then decided to
go to the people of Eslin for £100
interest free loan which amounted to
£6,600 which will be paid back in
due course.
The committee now wish to thank
the people of Eslin for all their support
and help over the past number of
years. They want to make sure that
everybody realises that the Community Centre is there for everyone’s
use and is available seven days of the
week.
GERARD STENSON

Best Wishes to
Kevin in his
‘King of the Bridge’

Campaign

▲

Main Street

Longford

At tne opening of fcslln Community Centre, December 1983 — Back Row (I. to r.) — Sonny
McLoughlin, Packie McCrann, Charlie Blake, Kevin McNabola, Sean O’Brien, Liam McCrann,
Sean McCabe, Joe Reynolds. Front Row (I. to r.) — Gerard Stenson, Fr. G. Balfe. Imelda
Stenson, Bishop Colm O’Reilly, Mary Reynolds, Fr. H. Fee, Jim Reynolds.
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Miko
Main Street,
Mohill (078)31067
★ Funeral Undertaker
★ Funeral Tributes (Fresh & Artificial)
★ Florist: Fresh Cut Flowers and Potted Plants
Always in Stock
★ Wedding Bouquets A Speciality

▲

▲

MOHILL

FOR THAT UP-TO-DATE LOOK
SPECIALISING IN:

Cutting, Perming &
Highlighting

DRAPERS & OUTFITTERS
MENS & BOYS FOOTWEAR

Prop.: IRENE REYNOLDS
Asst.: DOREEN MITCHELL
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Missionaries and Clergy
WE remember with pride and af
fection our many missionaries from
the Eslin area who have brought and
are still bringing the good news to
people less fortunate than ourselves.
We remember Fr. John Bohan of
Carigeen (died 1837) who ministered
in the parish of Kiltoghert. We
remember Fr. Pat and Fr. Harry
O’Flynn of Drumdart. Fr. Pat worked
in the diocese of Ardagh and
Clonmacnois and Fr. Harry followed
in the footsteps of St. Brendan and
spent his priestly life in California. Fr.
Edward Gilchrist of Drumdart, who
like St. Colmcille went to Scotland,
spent his priestly life there and is now
happily retired. Fr. Pat McHugh from
Drumgowla on the borders of the
Eslin area, had a brilliant university
career and taught in Ferbane before
his tragic death in 1962. Fr. Ciaran
O’Flynn, S.P.S. from Drumdart is in
Nigeria and Fr. John Kilcrann C.SSp.
from Corlasko is in far away Brazil.
We recall also the many reverend
sisters from the area who have
helped and are helping to spread the
good news all over the world. Sr. M.
Foley from Tulcon, as a member of
the Marist Order spent all her
religious like in Peckham, London,
and was followed some years later by
Sr. Ellie Noone from Drumoula who
was also based in Peckham. Sr.
Gretta O’Flynn from Drumdart, with
three other members of the Ursuline
Order founded a convent mission
school in Kitui in Kenya and Sr. Claire
Costello from Meelick also devoted
her life to God. Sr. Anthony (Cissie
McCaffrey from Corraterriff) spent
her religious life in Pakistan and is
now at home in Ireland. Sr. Bridget
Ann Gildea from Corlasko is teaching
in New York and her classmate Sr.
Una McLoughlin from Drumgowna is

Charlie Brady Ounior), sitting, and Charlie
Brady (senior), standing.

t

SR. UNA McLOUGHLIN,
who is now working in New Mexico.

FR. JOHN KILCRANN,
who is now workin
zil.

assistant pastor in a parish half the
size of Ireland in real cowboy territory
in New Mexico. Sr. Philip (Theresa
Conlon from Drumriggan) is at
present working near Liverpool, while
Sr.
Patsy Moran also from
Drumriggan is based at present in
Nairobi, Kenya, as a teaching sister
of the Mercy Order.
Finally, we remember with pride,
Brother John
McKeon
from
Greenaun, a Passionist brother who
is working in Tanzania, and Brother T.
P. Gilmartin from Lisdrumgivil who is a
member of the Vincentian Order and
is based in Dublin.

FR. KIERAN O’FLYNN,
who Is now working In Niger!

SR. PHILIP (Teresa Conlon)
who is now working In Southport, near
Liverpool.
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SR. ANTHONY
(Cissle McCaffrey, ex-Pakistan)
with her brothers, Terry and Tommy.

The Country Dance
IN THE ’thirties there was no
emigration so that meant there was a
good number of boys and girls
around. In rural areas the only
amusement they had was football,
an odd night-class and the country
dances.
Every townland and district had at
least one house where they were
sure to be held.
If there was anyone home from
America or England or any girl down
from the city it was a great excuse for
a party and dance. As soon as Mary
heard they had arrived she
whitewashed the kitchen, washed
down the dresser and put down the
oven to make a few big currant
cakes, that always tasted better than
the dearest Christmas cake ever
bought.
The girls were invited but the boys
were not but there was always plenty
of them around. The invitations went

out early in the day, so of course the
girls told the boys and that was the
way. In the evening some girls would
come to help. Everything was cleared
out of the kitchen, tables, chairs,
stools were all piled out on the street.
Then, planks were put around the
walls for seats.
The musicians would arrive early.
First the two Thomas’ with the fiddle
and accordion would tune up. Then
Stephen and Robert and Harry would
come in the bog pass with their fiddle,
melodeon and tambourine. All would
gather in then, the boys shy at first,
afraid they would be turned away.
Then the music started and the
rafters would ring to the sound of
“Bonny Kate’’, “The Geese in the
Bog”, "The Turkey in the Straw” and
many more old Irish tunes.
The dancing started, sets, fourhand reels, a barndance and the
stack of barley. After a while the girls

Music

organised by Master Peyton and
Master Griffin during the years 1 934
to 1945. Both those distinguished
gentlemen were delighted to have a
local man to play for their classes in
Eslin old hall. Pat still takes part in
concerts in the Community Centre in
Eslin. When it came to playing at a
wedding, there was none better than
Pat. The first wedding that he played
at was his uncle’s on the t1 Oth Oc
tober, 1937. The weddings then, of
course, would continue all night and
well into the next day and Pat would

PAT STENSON is a legend in the
music world as he has been playing
all over the county and surrounding
area for the past sixty-odd years. He
took his first lesson from Tommy
McCaffrey, Corraterriff in 1 926, on a
fiddle which belonged to an uncle of
his, Jimmy Stenson. The fiddle,
which is still being used by Pat is 120
years old.
Pat played for many dancing
classes and ceilis which were

DROMOD WREN BOYS
ack Row (I. to r.) — Billy Faughnan, Shay Reynolds, Gerry Bohan, Mick Belrne, Charlie
Reynolds, Terence McHugh, Eddie Dockery (R.I.P.), Roseleen McCormack, Maureen Mc
Nabola, Philip Coyle, Mrs. Lily Moffat, Joseph Shanley, Pat Stenson. Sitting (I. to r.) — Mick
O’Hara, Jimmy Faughnan, Mary McGowan, Kathleen Moffat, Colette Connors,' Maureen
Derwln, Veronica McGowan, Michael McGowan, Enda Stenson, Josie McGowan, Noeleen
Stenson.
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were brought to the room for tea, six
or so at a time, a few favourite boys
and of course the musicians.

Midway through the dancing
everyone took a rest. Some one was
called upon to sing a song and then
some one else and someone else,
songs such as “The Stone Outside
Dan Murphy’s Door”, “Johnny Dear",
“The OJd Leather Britches” and so
on.

After that the dancing then started
again, and one would hear, ’“around
the house but mind the dresser”!
It often went on until near daylight,
then everyone thanked Mary and
started for home, wondering when
there would be another such night
again, and if the boys would put their
arms around the girls (to protect them
from the cold and the ghosts), what
harm. Many a romance started and
many a match was made, at some
such dances. Many are dead now or
in foreign lands, the rest of us
growing old, but we have fond
memories of cheap innocent fun.

play as long as anyone had any
energy left to dance. An unusual
event which he was asked to play at
in 1 933 was a First Mass dance. Fr.
T. P. Keville was the priest and the
Mass and dance were held in his
uncle’s house near Drumsna. When
the “Yankies” came you can be sure
that the parties got going, the fiddle
came out, and music, song and
dance would go on from dusk until
dawn. Another musical instrument
which has played a big part in Pat’s
life was the Bodhran. As well as being
a great player, he was also made a
great bodhran maker. The first
bodhran he made came from the skin
of a cat which he snared and
belonged to John Noone, Drumoula,
in 1930. Since then he has made
several of them out of goat skins.
In the 60’s the R.E.D. (Rooskey,
Eslin, Dromod) Wrenboys were
formed. They travelled all over the
country. They continued for ten
years and won numerous cham
pionships such as “Tops of the
Town” in Killeshandra. Out of the
Wrenboys the Dromod Ceili Band
was formed which won the cham
pionship of Leitrim for two con
secutive years and came second in
Connaught. They performed con
certs in Leitrim, Longford and Cavan.
Eslin was well represented on all
occasions by the Bohan, Stenson,
McNabola and Foley families.
This article was written in appreciation of
Pat Stenson’s contribution to music and
drama.

FARMING IN THE OLD STYLE
Francis Bohan, Frank Bohan, Mary Bohan, Anna Bohan

Reflections on Farming
MORE changes have taken place in
Agriculture in the past twenty years
than in one hundred and twenty
before that. We have come a long
way from the days of the horse and
cart, the few pigs and hens, the acre
of spuds and oats. It is hard to
imagine that in about two decades,
when almost every country house
was self sufficient in food, we now
find ourselves buying everything in
the shop and supermarket.
Some people would say it is all for
the better, maybe so, but what does
the future hold for farming? Two
years of atrocious weather has
devastated the land of Leitrim, the
morale of farmers, not to mention the
huge financial loss. But the weather
may only be masking the real
problems that lie ahead. The E.E.C.
now calls the shots as regards the
future and they are determined to do
away with the butter and beef
mountains, the wine and milk lakes,
irrespective of how many small
farmers go to the wall. As input from
national government decreases year
by year farmers in the poorer regions

of the west, find that they are unable
to compete with their colleagues in
the more fertile areas of the country.
Trees, which a couple of years ago
were taboo, are now looked upon as
an alternative. It is one area where we
can compete with the best, but we
need more than that to survive. It is
bad enough having the superlevies,
quotas, intervention restrictions on
beef, etc. that the E.E.C. dish out.
We also have to contend with
Government cutbacks, high interest
rates, the scandal of the ongoing T.B.
eradication at national level, marts
and beef factories closing and
smuggling. The list seems endless,
yet farmers are not entirely blameless
themselves. It is sad to see the Co
ops which are owned by farmers
fighting among themselves over milk,
who are the real losers? Farmers
naturally. If Horace Plunkett could
see some of the things that are going
on, he would turn in his grave.
Yes, we have come a long way in
the last twenty years. Unfortunately,
we haven’t got very far.
JOHN L. REYNOLDS.

Farming in days gone by.

Pat Stenson turning the sod.

Farming in the old style (Francis Bohan)
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Eslin Creamery
THE Eslin Co-operative and Dairy
Society was formed in the first
decade of this century in the year
1908. Sir Horace Plunkett had been
encouraging Irish farmers to form co
operative societies and two residents
of Eslin, Thomas Reynolds, the local
grocer and John Flynn, the local
teacher, were sent to Ballymote to
make enquiries. They brought back a
favourable report. A committee was
formed which included the following
Tom
members: John Crowe,
Reynolds, James McHugh, Frank
McGuinness, John Reynolds, Patrick
Flynn, William Jones, Patrick
McLoughlin, Tom Moran, Peter
McLoughlin, Tom Gilchrist, Tom
Kane, Tom McLoughlin, William
McNulty and Johnny Rua Wynne. The
Society
was
financed
by
shareholders’ subscriptions of £1.00
each.

The creamery was built by Michael
Bruen of Drumrahool. Initially it was
merely a separating station where the
cream was separated from the milk
before being sent elsewhere for
manufacture into butter. Eventually a
dairy was added so that butter could
be manufactured on the premises.
The water supply was a deep well in a
convenient building. The well was
excavated by the McCaffreys of
Drumdart — Johnny and his two
sons, Mickey and Jimmy. It was 21

feet deep and approximately 10 feet
in diameter. It was dug in one week
and the McCaffreys got £ 10 for their
work.
The first manager was Terry Dolan
from Ballinamore, and his “engine
driver” was John Marshall from
Drumdart who was paid 6/- a week.
Terry Dolan did not stay long and the
next manager was Bernie Lavin from
Coolatooma near Jamestown. His
helper was Bernie Matthew Wynne.
In those years the society flourished.
Milk was collected from the
surrounding areas of Annaduff,

J
4
RETURNING FROM THE CREAMERY
Francis Bohan, Brigld Bohan, Willie Flynn, Kitty Bohan, Mikle McHugh.

?J
I

*
r

- ■

Gorvagh and Bornacoola, and
brought on long carts to the
creamery. Supplies were in general
small and the average supplier
provided five to six gallons per day.
When the dairy was built, Annie
McGann of Drumlara was employed
as dairy maid and she supervised the
manufacture of the cream into butter.
When she left, she was replaced by
Miss Byrne, in 1919, Bernie Lavin
resigned and went to Kilnaleck in Co.
Cavan to manage a co-op there. He
was replaced in Eslin by a young man
from Cork named Mackessy who
stayed for a brief period. On his
leaving, Edward Sharkey was appointed manager in 1920.
The separated milk was given back
to the farmers and proved very useful

•*

OUTSIDE ESLIN CREAMERY
Alice Beirne (Dairy Maid), Jim Reynolds, Charlie Qllchrlst, Eddie Sharkey, Frank Bohan, Joe
Gilchrist, Hugh J. Foley, Mary Bohan. (Reynolds’ Shop In background).
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for feeding animals. The Eslin Co
operative Society also sold light
hardware, goods, fertilisers, etc. and
their business flourished until some of
the Mohill traders set up a Central
Creamery in the town. The Eslin
Society faded out and manager
Sharkey went to Mohill while the
remaining workers were left
unemployed.
The loss of the creamery was a
tremendous blow to the Eslin area
and the transfer to Mohill was deeply
resented by the local people. The
Mohill Central Creamery was a failure
it only lasted two to three years
and was taken over by Kiltoghert Co
op Society. The Eslin shareholders
lost their share deposits and the
machinery in the creamery was
dismantled and taken to Mohill. The
creamery building itself was pur
chased by the local shopkeeper, Tom
Reynolds, and converted into a
dancehall.

Jim Foley, J. P. McGann and friends on the ridge.

Making

Turf-Cutting

the

Hay Rick
A DAY on the bog was always a day
to remember. The turf was cut nearly
always by meitheals. The man who
wanted them cut went to the bog the
day before and measured out a bog
hole. Then he cleaned the bank. Next
morning everyone was up at daybreak. The cows had to be brought in
and milked and the cans left at the
road for Willie and the long cart.
A big box was
obtained and
everything packed. Soda cakes, a
bar of home-made butter wrapped in
butter paper first,
then cabbage
leaves placed around it to keep it
cool, mugs, knives and spoons, tea,
sugar and milk and a couple of dozen
eggs. Then the horse or ass was
tackled and put under the cart and all
was piled onto it, the box of
provisions, barrows, tools and a
creamery can of water and off to the
bog.
There would be three slean-men
and three barrow-men. At first the
wheel was long, but gradually it got
shorter. All day long the men toiled
and sweated and all day long one
could hear the squeak of the barrow
and the song of the lark as she

soared up to the sky.
When the Angelus bell rang at 1 2
o’clock every man took off his cap,
blessed himself and said prayers,
Then the youngest lad prepared
dinner. He gathered a pile of dry
clods of turf, got a forky stick, sunk it
at the back of the fire, and hung the
_...J ___ ____ ___ _
When
the water boiled, he put in a few
spoons of tea, took off the can and
put on the eggs to boil. He spread a
cloth on the bank, cut good cuts of
bread and every one sat around and
ate plenty and drank big mugs of tea.
Tea never tasted so good anywhere
as on the bog, in the good open air.
They sat for a while, had a chat and
a smoke, then back to work as hard
as ever. The narrow gauge train was
running at that time from Belturbet to
Mohill and when the whistle went in
Mohill Station the men all downed
tools and said it was time to quit.
They started their homeward journey,
all dog tired, but very content and
satisfied with their day’s work, and
asking each other where the meitheal
would be tomorrow, and if there was
a widow she came first.
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THE Meitheal was a method of
farming developed by farmers years
ago. The Meitheal was very popular in
the Eslin area and traces of it still
exist today. Making the hay rick was
the perfect opportunity for the
Meitheal to come together. The work
started about eight o’clock with the
preparation of the ‘fall’. Two men
brought in the hay from the meadow
in carts. Two more built the rick and
two worked on the ground — pit
ching. One man usually looked after
things — ensuring the rick was
straight and well trimmed. There was
a break for dinner with a quarter
barrel for the evening. However, the
barrel was often gone by four
o’clock. A good finish would be 6.30
p.m. and the next day the process
was repeated at the next neighbour’s
farm. The building of hay sheds has
reduced the need for hay ricks and
the tractor has meant that every
farmer can do his own work now.
However, people still help each
other out in times of need — at silage,
bales or turf saving.

The Life and Times of Francis McGann

of Drumlara
FRANCIS McGann was born in the
townland of Drumlara in 1786. The
exact date of birth could not be
ascertained as records do not exist.
The family lived in what was later the
Keville family household. His father’s
name was Peter and his mother was
Mulvey from Aughacashel, on South
side of Sliabh Anierin. Francis
McGann received his early education
from schoolmaster Hugh McDonnell,
a Roman Catholic teacher who ran a
hedge school in a country cabin at
the rock in Drumlara, and whose pay
ranged from 1s 6d (71/zp) to 4/(20p) per quarter.
Later he attended school at the
Green of Mohill and was instructed by
Owen Reynolds (the bright star),
where he developed an aptitude for
Mathematics.
This school was
situated at the Western end of Glebe
Street, on the Ballinamore road. The
school building at the Green of Mohill
was later bought by a well-known
Mohill business family, Bradshaw &
Clarke, and it was used as a grain
store up to the early 1950’s. It was
then sold and converted into two
semi-detached residences, now
occupied by Mr. G. McGee and Mr.
P. Griffin.
Later he attended school in
Drumsna under Parsons Kane, a
Protestant (probably Wesleyan)
clergyman, where classics were
studied. The precise location of this
school is uncertain.
Canon Gilfillan of Granard,
suggested it may have been sited on
the same site as the Wesleyan
church (on the village side of the
Catholic church). A local Drumsna
historian, Mr. Thomas Daly, says it
was situated at the foot of the hill on
Mohill side of Drumsna. The
residence of Parsons Kane was
either Annaduff Glebe (Thomas Daly)
or possibly the large house near the
turn for Kiltoghert near the now
disused Primary School.
Francis McGann completed his
education at the school of a famous
Mr. James Baggot in Doneraile, Cork,
where Mathematics and Astronomy
were studied.
Mr. Baggot was a member of the
United Irishmen of 1798 and was
later active in Robert Emmets rising
of 1803. Mr. Baggot lived in
Ballingarry, Co. Limerick, and he died
in Charleville in 1 805 aged 35.

(1786- 1815)
In 1804, aged 18, Francis
returned to his native County Leitrim

and became a well-known map maker
and surveyor. The Ordnance Survey
office, however, have informed us
that they cannot trace any of his work
or records. (The National library could

Song: FRANCIS McGANN
A SONG/POEM about Francis McGann was composed by John Cox, poet of
Clooncarne. The song, sung to the air of Master McGrath, was a well-known
favourite in Drumlara townland particularly at Christmas time. The following is
the text of that song:

Come all ye good Christians and true hearted men,
Give ear to the lines that I grievously pen
I wrote them in praise of a famous young man,
His name, to explain, was young Francis McGann.
II
On a cold winter’s morning this young man did prepare
To go on some business to Keshcarrigan fair,
And on his return straight homeward from Kesh
He was lost in the snow coming through Kilnagross.

Ill
The night it blew stormy with snow and hard wind,
Which left him unable his way for to find;
Oh! Curse on you Borus that did not cease to blow
Before our fine hero was lost in the snow.

IV

His friends and relations have cause to lament
Likewise the whole country are in discontent
For throughout the whole nation you could never find
A young man more courteous or genial in mind.
V

In the townland of Drumlara this young man did dwell
For being well informed none could excel,
He could read and write Irish and English also
To my grief now he’s dead in his grave lying low.

VI
He was versed in the language of all foreign parts
And Master of the seven bright liberal arts
The art of surveying he had at command,
Mathematics and logic he did understand.

VII
He studied a while at a school in Maynooth,
Where Master and scholar he did them confute;
He could measure the air, sea and the land
John Cox gives his praises to Francis McGann.

VIII
Farewell to you, Francis, whose loss we deplore
And in Mohill Churchyard he lies evermore;
So now that he’s dead and in Mohill moved!
I ask all good Christians to pray for his soul.
20
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Foxboard House Clarashinnagh
HOME of the West family who owned
the whole townland. In the mid
seventies of the last century, George
West sub-let about twenty acres of
his land adjoining Drumdara to James
Casey and his family, who had
already been evicted from their
holding in Laheen South by the third
Earl of Leitrim. The Caseys were
sheltered in an out-house in Drumdart
which is still standing.
James Casey was deeply involved
in the Land League founded by Davitt
and Dillon in 1879. After some years
a dispute developed between Casey
and West over fixety of tenure and
fair rent. Early attempts at settlement
failed and fixed positions were taken
up by both parties and great bit
terness built up.

The Life and Times
Fran cisMcGann
find no references to Mr. McGann’s
work as a surveyor. The eminent Mr.
J. H. Andrews of T.C.D. thinks he
may hlave worked
Commissioners).
He drew a map of Bunnybeg (west
of Drumlara) for Samuel Lawder in
1812 on dried sheep skin. He also
surveyed the Eslin and Killamaun
rivers and carried out map work in
Gowel. His reputation as a surveyor
was so good that he was offered a
job with the British Government in
India but the offer was turned down.
A society had developed out of the
United Irishmen of 1798 and Francis
McGann was its leader in Co. Leitrim.
The name of the Society was The
White Rock Societv.
Francis McGann met his death at a
young age in rather bizarre circumstances in 1815. The following is
an outline of how it occurred:
The Peytons were a well-known
landed family living at Laheen. “Laimh
leis an gceis i.e. beside Keshcarrigan, about 5 miles south-east of
Drumshanbo. They were descendants of Rev. Thomas Peyton, rector
of Ballinrobe 1631. One of the
Peyton’s (John: Son of Tobias (Toby)
had been high sherrif of Leitrim in
1751 and another James Reynolds
Peyton was high sherrif in 1 879. The
Peyton household was a house of
call for the famous blind harpist
Turlough O Carolan, originally of

Nobber, Co. Meaih, but who livea in
the Mohill area.
An outrage occurred during which
British Army were called from
Mullingar by Minor Peyton. Houses in
Drumcoilop were systematically
burned and a causeway, known as
Clooney stick which people used to
Kiltubrid church was
destroyed.
meeting about the outrage was
held at the annual Keshcarrigan fair at
which Francis McGann denounced
I
<
Peyton
tyrranical brute,
disgrace
humanity who.
content with burning Drumcoilop now
tears up the path which leads to the
house of God. But the sun of his glory
is set and today he is like the remnants of a melancholy wreck having
nothing but tradition to point to his
former grandeur and greatness”.
On
way home from Kesh
carrigan Francis McGann got lost and
snowbound in Kilnagross. The next
morning he was found upright
dead. The date was December 21 st,
1815, he was aged 29. A tree was
planted in the placewhere he died,
about 150 yards
to west
Kilnagross Cross
roads
naghkeenty. This ends the story of a
famous son of Eslin — Francis
McGann of Drumlara.
The above article is a summary of
an All-Ireland prize-winning history
project by students from
Vocational School, Mohill.
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West used his authority as a land
lord and evicted the Caseys and
demolished their house. The local
Land League backed the Caseys to
the hilt and West was boycotted with
all the rigour and cruelty of the time. A
few local people who tried to render
some help to West were severely
dealt with — one such offender
suffered the ignominy of having part
of his ear cut off. The Caseys were
accommodated in a Land League hut
near Eslin Church during this period.
The dispute and boycott dragged
on till at length, West, ruined and
broken, made a midnight flight to
Fermanagh where some his
descendants are involved in public
life. The Casey family who had been
twice evicted won the battle and lost
the war.
Broken, ruined and disillusioned
they had to leave the land for which
they had suffered so much. They
emigrated to Chicago to start a new
life among strangers far from Laheen
and Clarashinnagh. A tragic and
pyrrhic victory. My paternal grand
mother, Mary Casey, was a sister of
James Casey.
Eventually Foxboard House and
lands were purchased by the late
Charles Brady who was a successful
business man in Mohill. The property
remained in the Brady family till the
early 'fifties when it was acquired by
the Land Commission and divided
among local small holders. The house
was then demolished. Kevin Brady,
who carries on the family business in
Main Street, Mohill, takes pride in the
fact that he was born in Foxboard
House, Clarashinnagh.

JOE GILCHRIST.

BEST WISHES FROM...

COMMUNITY
Main Street
Mohill

CENTRE COMMITTEE

Tel.: (078) 31028

Centre Available for:

GROCERY
BAR & LOUNGE

★ Dances ★Badminton

Renowned for our

★ Meetings and

FRESH OVEN READY CHICKENS
BACON & COOKED MEATS

★ Other Functions

BEST WISHES FROM...

DERRYLIN

POST OFFICE, ESUN BRIDGE
Tel.: (078) 31034

Suppliers of
Sand, Blocks & Readymix

Newsagent, General Grocery,
Light Hardware, Fruit & Vegetables,
Ices and Stationery

KEENEST PRICES OFFERED
CALOR KOSANGAS STOCKIST

FMOHIU
Most Modern Bar &
Lounge in Ireland

★ Excellent Cuisine
★ Full Accommodation

Leitrim’s Most Exclusive and Spectacular
Entertainment Complex

COMPLETE!. Y

★ Functions ★ Dances ★ Parties

REFURBISHED
STARMR0

HIGHEST

Free Car Park— Tel.: (078) 31125

Tel.: (078) 31014, 31061
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THE ESLIN BRASS AND REED BAND
Front (sitting) — James Gray (Finiskill), Michael Larry Reynolds (Leitrim Lower). 2nd row (sitting) — Jimmy McNabola,
Michael Shanley, Michael Reynolds, Bartley Moran, Patrick McLoughlin (Dan), P. Reynolds, Michael Donoghue
(Corlea) and Paddy McGuinness. Third Row — Eddie Gallagher, Jim Ward, Jack Moran, Frank Moran, Sarsfield
Faughnan, Tommy Little, James McCrann, John Murphy, Charlie McNabola, Pat Gray and Master John Flynn. Back
row — Master Michael McLoughlin, Charlie Mulligan, Patrick McLoughlin (who carried the banner), and Thomas
Reynolds (the local grocer).

The Eslin Brass
and Reed Band
THIS band was formed and funded in
the first decade of this century. It was
funded chiefly by subscriptions from
emigrants in the U.S.A., England and
elsewhere. Just enough money was
received to buy instruments to start
the band. Band members were
selected by lot. There were about
twenty members altogether. The first
band-master was a Mr. Jones who
was paid £5 a week for training the
band. The band practised in a vacant
cottage in Clarashinnagh. At first they
had nothing in the way of uniforms
but about 1910 they got caps. It was
a very respectable combination of
musicians. As it was the only band in

the area it had the privilege of leading
the Home Rule parades. The band’s
banner was provided by two
emigrants from Eslin who were
sheep-farming in Oregon. These
were Mick Mulligan from Killamaun
and Patrick McLoughlin from Gortyclery. On one side the banner
showed Saint Patrick banishing the
snakes from Ireland and the other
side depicted Sarsfield at Ballyneety
in 1691. The band disbanded at the
time of the First World War. We do
not know what happened to the
banner or instruments. The ac
companying photograph shows
members of the band.
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MAIN STREET
MOHILL
Tel.: (078) 31081
(DAY OR NIGHT)
CENTRAL BAR
FAMILY GROCER

COMPLETE FUNERAL
UNDERTAKERS

FRESH FL 0 WERS &
ARTIFICIAL WREATHS

Demographic Changes in Drumlara
population through starvation, famine,
fever and emigration.
An added factor was the Quarter
Acre Act which said that anybody
with more than a quarter acre was not
entitled to food. Many people
abandoned their lands rather than
lose free food.
From 1861 the population has
declined at a steady rate with the
exception of two gradual increases in
1871 and 1936. Today there are six
people living in the townland, a
dramatic drop indeed from the 183
people of 1 841.

THE first reliable census of Ireland
was in 1841. In that year the
population of Co. Leitrim was over
1 55,000 people, today it is less than
one fifth of that figure.
An even greater degree of
depopulation has occurred in
Drumlara townland. In 1841 the
townland of Drumlara contained
thirty-one occupied houses, eleven
of which were on the rock (see map).
The population then was 1 83 people.
By 1851 the population had fallen
to 78 people, a decrease of 57%.
The most obvious reason for the
decline was the great famine 1845'47 and its catastrophic effects on

•A • • • • • •

5

ft

•9

\

ANN AO

••
• •• •

•z

I

*•

-u........
AGHAMA’

DDOO

GQWI A
\1
COHRA-

V AFARN
I

H

■'

•.CROSS^Al*SA

:

.5

■K-

i

k

yf

,

’.TU
*U8

RON •+AH EE

:NORTF>

...........
^O '-GOR*

•

GORTY
CLERY

I K FJU-.

•*..DRl»-i

it

----- ’.rt
• • ORREl8H
A t>

• r

O* <•
S#c
on • 1 ’• ft

i
fr-A •

A O

•••
DRUM- |
DART

/ MUCK\LAGHAN
LEBE
ADUFF GL.EBE

ARRHJtCN :

Church

_______' DRU

vGORTINTv'TcfiEE
a

9

DRU

JAnTlCK \

L . DRUM.
HRXGHOO
SOUTH
2 /JOR»ArriAAirr..-*
•rorthx
A

••

J*’. O

FADD

ROBHARRY

DRUM

• •

. KhOCKA*
LONO. Jtully *.
■
■
••
••
•.
•
pORNCE :CAPP

GOI
NAl

: AGH

TAMLAGHT

I •

• • 9 9

v.
c
:
w-.oo*.
••
V
,i
•
tf1 mohill
a

outha” TAM
\H,L SCOOLM'
A VA L L V > \ >t r Ea N \
“AUN *

ROB
DOO- X

kWAUN \

>field-‘.more\

HUtlon

l a .<6oo;

ILLAMAU

LOON
INNAM

.....

RT. Ar:rt<»h*rr7

w

'.onouF

••

DRUM >•••'
CURR
KII-LAJ
“ \
DRUM
i
« CRO* • ’

,DRUM
HANY
OUTH’

, BIO

HOAL
/ MORE

...
IDu* • -3
\KILLEEN
j
•• i
a

6na‘-\
i’oRAA?

•••

DRUMCOLLAGAN

:

/ ••
»•

LOON

M<

PRRIXZ/^

UGH/J Q
ER < 1 O

u6
h°xGy

••

••••••

.••v

[CLARA- /*
8HINN-; ORUMDOO
.. AGH t

•
•CURR
AGHA

UlSH’-.h

-sou

HADRU
CARN

NORTH..’-’1,

CAVAN

DRUM
LARA

,• ••• •••

2 SRA
•TRISSAU
’ NORTb
Rdl

••

I
TULCON

FARGRIM

\ 9
-ANNADUFF*.A

••

N,D

INlfiKI

DR
RAGHOOL
NORTH

9

REGAN

’QERRE
BUNNY
BEG

• •
• a,
P AG A R N

UCK

I

l.D U ?

• // \

LEIT
PPE

\cartv

O.:

RVAO

DRUM-’.
'—..OGW-*.
7 Y
.■DRUM-- TRISSLIS- •
BEG V
\ aLIN • OMAD-

ILL'

>S'r Advl*
.

....

I

DRUM*
..OGHTY:
\M ORE;

AN

MAN

------Y

LI3NAGEA

1

/.’Ina •

vLASKf OAGH*.AGH:
RY •

I

.•* (

fSofl E».

*. KILL-V-*OR^M-.EEN

/V"
’
\
AUN
|
• • ••
•
4.EITRI
LOWE
. ^OR;CA^i

REA :
3/
..LfSDRO

cor

anaru/n)

•Green-?

CIMMPH
•. NOflIH,

Lough*

tX.D.

ATTIMANUST

••

DRUM-

\

L'Vp

/f

•*

••••••
WNg
• • 41

«cor'V/?

REAN
V'bPUMGOWNAGH 1/nDRUM

annaghasna

trr/Fi

rT-

MCELIC

• •• •

24
22
20
20
19
16
14
6
6
6

owan!/,“Xi*'

GORTANURE
NORTH

a

Persons

1946
1951
1956
1961
1966
1971
1979
1981
1985
1986

r<>’‘

/ ANN AGH- \

—••**’**

Year

183
78
66
67
55
45
45
42
37
43

1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891
1901
1911
1926
1936

COLLOP

n

StLHERHY :

z

Persons

Year

DRUM

nagIjllion

CO

DRUMLARA TOWNLAND
LEITRIM

THE ESLIN AREA
J

HEARLY /

N

Census of Population
(“De Facto”)

f

•iiv

i

more

‘I

»l

AMLAOHT V
MORI

BREAN.X.
RO88

24

Leitrim Local Studies

DAMAN

CLOON

PARISH OF MOHILL — VALUATION OF TENEMENTS 1857
Ntmet

Mo. and Lelleri
of Reference to
M»p.

1
Q

•a

8
4
6
6
7

a
a
a
a

8
9
10

a
a
a

11

10

b

Description of Tenement.

Area.

Immediate Lessors.

TULCON.
(Ord. 8. 32.).
Philip Tagart, .
William Higgins,
Patrick M‘Conn oil,
Jam06 Foley.
Michael Foley, .

Laud.

John O’Brien,
Same,
Same,
Same,
Same,

Michael Reilly, .

Same,

Andrew Faughnan,
John Foley,

Same,
Same,

Land,
House, office, and land,
House, office, and land,
House, office, and land,
House and land,
House and land,
Land,
Office and land.
House and land,
J House, offices,and land,
...
I Land,
House and garden,
Part of Lough Mach ugh,
Land reclaimed from
Lough, .

Same,
Peter Crowe,

Owen Ileslin, .

12

Total, .

Buildings.

it.

p.

£

8.

d.

0
0
1

o*
2
2
2
3
2
3
2
1
0
2
1
G

19
20
4
0
33
0
1G
24
9
11
21
6
19

10
7
7
11
7
9
0
13
17
17
0
0

10
0
10
6
0
0
10
10
0
16
10
5

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2

0 19
101 16

G 6
1. 10
7 16
4 10
13
5
0 5
38
4 5
10
0 16
30
0 5
I} 11 0
0
3 27
a
( 1 0
8 5
2 23
3 6
2 0

a.

Peter Crowo,

Total Annual
Valuation
of Rateable
Property.

Rateable Annual Valuation.

21
16
14
20
16
18
0
26
31

30

198

3

G

20
2
21
13
1
9
2
0

0
1
2
o
2
3
3
1

6
39

£ 8.

£

9.

d.

10 10
7 10
8 0
12 0
7 10

0
0
0
0
0

10

0

0

£

10
10
16
10
10

0
0
0
0
0

0 6
0 10
1 10

0
0
0

13 16
17 10

0
0

19 16

0

0

6

0

0 10

0

0

6

6

0

107

0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
a

0 6
• —
0 *5
0 10
—

0

1 R
a r8
0
A 8
0 1 5
( 6

AU

Un

0
0
0
0
0

CORLASKAGH.
(Ord. S. 28 & 32.)

1
2
3
4
6
0
7

a I Patrick Cronogue,
r
a
Patrick Greene,
a 1 Michael Kilcran,
f

8

1
2
3
4

Same,

a
a

a
a
a
a
b

<

Same,'

Same,

William Moran,

0 a

9
10

Pierce Simpson,

William Moran,

John Moran,
William Moran,
Michael Kilcran,
Bridget Kilcran,
Bridget Kilcran,
Michael Gildea,

J
I

Pierce Simpson,

4

Land,

Same,
Same,

GORLEA.
(Ord. S. 32 & 28.)
Janies M’Nabola,
Hen is Wronn, .
Janies Wrenn, ,
Francis Kilcran,
James Simpson,

House, office, and land,
Land,
House, office, and land,
1 louse, ( fficc. and land,
Land (bon).
Land,
Land, •
House and garden, .

Pierce Simpson,
Samo,
Same,
Same,
Same,

1
2
3
4

Same,

Patrick Stevenson,

Mary O’Brien,

James Crowley, .

6
6
7

8

Michael Mulheran,

Same,

Patrick Reynolds,

Same,

Matthew Wynn,

Same,

James Crowley, .
Michael Mulheran,
Patrick Reynolds,

Same,

0
0

House, office, and land,
House, office, and land,

27
11

Total,

116

1 38

40

0

2

House and land.
House, offico, and land,
House, office, and land.
House, offices,and land,
Land,

3G
42
32
36
0

3 23
3 1G
2 11
0 8
2 0

13 9 0
13 *.o: 0
14 0 0
16 6 0
0 5 0

0
0
1
1

. ! 148

3 18

65 10

3

Total. .
MOIIERNAMEELA.
(Ord. 8 32.)
George M'Gowan,
|
William
A.
Lawder,
.
Michael Conn ill’,.
J

0

Land,

8

House, office, and land,
Land.
House, office, and land,
J Garden,
I House, office, and land.
House,-office, aud land,
< Land,
House, office, and land,

3

112 7
14 2 23
0 117
0 2 20
11 2 37
9 0 33
0 1 20
7 1 11

Land,

2
Total, .

0

2

i

0

0

J 1 10 0
1(300
5 10 0
0 10 0
2 10 U
0*60
J14 5 0
3 10 0
0 5 0
2 10 0
1(050
;H 0 10 0
(050

72

1 12 I

17

2 23
—
1

17

2 23

35
11
2
2
2G

1I

f 5 0 0
0 10 0
5 0
—
1 0 0
—
1 0 0
—
i
1 0 0
9 0 0
16 0
3 10’I 0
5- 0
a
5 0 ' 42 6 0
•
•
15 • 0
a 15 0
15 0
13 15 0
0
15 .0 0
5 0 ' 16 10 0
— •
0
.0
1
15 ' 0
59 5 0

—
0 10

0

0

0

6
— 0 10
0 5

0
0

6

0

0

0 >0
O / Va

—

30 15

0

1 15

0

32 10

8

0
—

0

0 10
0 5

0
0

8 10
0 6

8

0

0

0 15

0

8 15

1 3
13 10 0
2 33 1 f, n n
I > 1/ V V
0 1
0 6
10 0
9 10 0
1 28
(050
3 13 J 0 5 0
( 0 6 0
3 5 0
2 3
112
3 10 0
2 35
10 15 0

2 10
J 0 5
I
—
1 10
—
——
—
0 15
0 10
1 6

0
0

6 15

0

SKEAMARTIN.
(Ord. S. 32.)
1

a
b

Mary O’Brien,
John Moran,

John Moran,
Mary Hoyle,

House, office, and land,
House,

Total, .
MEELICK.
(Ord. S. 28.)
1
2
3

a)

2b
4

6
0
7
8

Richard R. Peyton,

Michael Costelloo,

a
a
a

Same,

Patrick Conlan, .

Patrick Conlan,.
John Shanley, .
John Shanley, jun.,
John Shanley, .
John Shanley, jun.,
Francis Jloran, .

1

Same,

Same,
Same,
Same,

House, offices, and land,
Herd’s house and land,
Land
I*and,
Ho. .herd’s ho.,oils., i Id.
r
lutinil'
•
•
•
•
11ouso, offices, and land,
House, office, and land.
House, office, and land,
Total, .

4
9
9
30
131
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47

5

0

0

0
0
0

0
0

OLANS
LOUNGE

MOtf/U
STEP OUT IN STYLE’

MOHILL

With Super Fashion from our
Vast Range of
Ladies and Childrens Wear

For Quality Drinks,
Service and Comfort

Lbs Music Evwy HMutid

Iso stock a wide variety
of Accessories

torts and Poo!

WANT THAT OLD SUIT LOOKING NEW?
We are Agents for:
SHANNON DRY CLEANERS

cemo-ODincft

MOHILL DARTS LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS

Kiltoghert
Co-Operative Agricultural
I 'airy Society Ltd.
Carrick-on-Shannon,
Co. Leitrim

RE-BUILT & OFF-FARM TRACTORS
J.F.
Silage & Haymaking Machinery
P.Z. Rotary Mowers
Viking Tedders

Tel.: (078) 20221,20048,20079
Manufacturers of Highest Quality Creamery Butter
Millers and Compounders
of
Feeding
Stuffs
—
Public
•
Artificial Fertiliser Stockists
Cold Storage Proprietors
Milking Machine Testing — Milk Advisory and Farm
Development Service.
BRANCH CREAMERIES:
★ Bornacoola ★ Croghu.
c
★ Mohill
★Athleague *Lastlerej

MOHILL, CO. LEITRIM
Phone: (078)31063

John Gilmartin
& Co. Ltd.
Wholesale & Cash and Carry

Attifinlay,
Carrick-on-Shannon
Distributors of Quality
SHOP LOCAL Product?
CASH AND CARRY BRANCHES IN
CASTLEREA AND CLAREMORRIS
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“There’s a glow in the West and it tells that rest,
From the toils of the day is nigh,
And the great sun flings forth its golden wings,
Ere bidding the world good-bye.”

Lough
McHugh

HARRY O’FLYNN.

LOUGH McHUGH is a very pic
turesque and beautiful lake nesting
snugly in the scenic shadows of the
hills of Drumdart, Drumlara, Corigeen,
Shoalmore and Clarashinnagh.
Though relatively small, with an area
of approximately eighty acres, it has
many interesting features which
include three Crannogs or prehistoric
dwellings, excellent coarse fishing
and wooded, rocky shore along its
northern banks.
It is fed by the waters of the
Gartavacan and Corigeen rivers
which both originate in Bunnymore
bottoms, and is drained by the
“Little” river which joins the Eslin river
at Killamun bridge on its way to the
lordly Shannon.
During the long, hot summers of
former years, it was quite common
for large crowds to assemble at the
lake on Sundays, for leisure activities
such as bathing and fishing. The lake
has a plentiful supply of pike, perch,
bream, roach, tench and eels and,
indeed, is well known to the English
and Continental anglers who holiday
in the area.
Tradition has it that a man named
McHugh was drowned in the lake in
olden times — hence the name Lough
McHugh. Many past and present
residents of Eslin must, I’m sure,
have happy memories of Lough
McHugh and perhaps I could borrow
a verse of the immortal Percy French
to describe some of the beautiful
golden sunsets that I have seen over
Drumlara.

The
Maid
of
Eslin

Lough McHugh taken from Corrigeen Hill.

Lough McHugh — the swans and the crannog

The rippling stream recalls to me,
The days of long ago,
When I was young and full of fun
And “life” was all a glow.

The Volunteers gave their commands
In glorious “Sixteen”.
Up and down the rugged road,
Its like was never seen.

II

V

It winds its way through sedgy hills,
By Stuck and Laheen’s shore,
Until it reaches "Eslin Bridge”
The meeting place of yore.

From the Bridge of Dreams, it ripples on
Through meadows wild and grand;
Through “Cla^urashinagh’s” hills of gorse,
Ne’er seen in foreign lands.

III

VI

We played upon the village green
In those happy days gone by,
And paddled in the waters clean
In Summer’s clear blue sky.

Farewell my lovely scenes of youth,
“Life's” passing with its fill,
Bu I’ll always dream of that rippling stream
And the “Chapel” on the hi!!
(cld church)
(Sung to the air of “The Moon Behind The Hill”).
MAE McLOUGHLIN
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The Ceili
I CAN remember many things about
my childhood and youth but what
stands out most of all in my memory is
the “ceilis”.
Every night at nightfall the wall-lamp
was filled with paraffin oil, the wick
trimmed, the globe polished and then
it was lit. A big rod basket of turf was
piled on the fire. The large pot of
potatoes was hung on the crook for
pigs and fowl to be fed next morning.
The tea was made and the pot of stira-bout. The floor and hearth were
swept clean. Everyone went on their
knees then to say the rosary and
“trimmings”. “Touser” would bark
and we knew the “ramblers” were on
their way.
Mikey would come across the
garden, lift the latch and say “God
save all here”. Others would come
and the conversation would start. It
varied with the seasons. Sonney
would tell of how many "spit of turf”
he cut that day or how many cocks of
hay he tramped in the pipe meadow.
Darkey would tell how many carts
went up the new line to the market
with suckling pigs, potatoes or oats
or, if it was the big market day crates
of turkeys and geese. Frank would
come up from the forge and tell of all
the women he met (when he was
going to ring the Angelus bell) coming
from the shop with their baskets. The
baskets would be full of groceries

and the women would tell Darkey that
they got all for the price of their eggs.
They’d tell that Denny’s father was
paying so much a score this week.
Mike would come up the hill to give a
“tonic” to a sick calf and he’d say
“Boys the summer is landed: I saw
two swallows in the old nest in theft
byre today. I heard the corncrake last
night down by the river in the big
meadow”. Tom would come up from
the bridge and tell us stories of
ghosts and fairies and of roads that
were not safe to travel after midnight.
He told us of lovely music he heard in
the fort and of big men that travelled
the road with him and never spoke a
word. He’d tell of black dogs he met
with two eyes like fire in them.
Tommy would come down from the
barrack avenue and tell us that the
last night he was leaving he went
through Costello’s field and he
stepped on a stray sod and was
walking for hours and couldn’t find
the gate. Finally he took off his coat,
turned it inside out, then he knew
where he was.
At ten o’clock someone said it was
time to go home. They lit their pipes
and had a last chat. They left then and
went their separate ways through
fields, bogs, and lanes. The last word
would be “we’ll meet tomorrow night
again with the help of God”.
ROSALEEN FOLEY.

ESLIN’S OLDEST CITIZEN
Peter Mulligan, formerly of Corrigeen, who Is Eslln’s oldest citizen, was born on 30th July,
1883. Now resident In New Jersey. U.S.A., he emigrated In 1906 returning only once, In 1910,
for a short holiday. Peter was an uncle of the late Johnny Mulligan, Corigeen and Is grand
uncle of Kevin Mulligan.
Pictured above is Peter Mulligan (on right) who Is 103 years old. Also in the picture are his
daughter and son-in-law.
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James McHugh, born Attymanus. Emigrated
to United States of America. At the end of
the 1914-18 war he held the rank of
rlgadier-Qeneral In the United States Army,
having served In France. Chairman of Clan
na Gael and Friends of Irish Freedom. Close
friend and confidante of Michael Collins.
Editor of New York Herald Tribune and
Gaelic American. Qualified as attorney-atlaw. Unable to give oration over grave of
John Devoy, the unrepentant Fenian, due to
Illness.
Died 1929. Brother of Mrs. M. E. McGuire,
Attymanus, and uncle of James McGuire,
Drumshanbo. Many cousins living locally.

Corrigeen
CORRIGEEN area of Eslin is without
doubt, one of the more picturesque
locations in the county, situated as it
is, between the two lakes of Erril and
McHugh. The very large swan
population is a feature of these lakes,
and they can be seen crossing
regularly from one lake to the other.
It is interesting to note that in the
Townland of Corrigeen there are the
same number of householders today,
in 1987, as appear in Griffith’s
Valuation of 1 857.
Four of the original family names
are still here: Bohan, Hagan, Higgins
and Mulligan.
In the early part of this century the
Grey and Ellis families lived here,
sadly none of their descendants
remain.
It is a sign of hope in the future to
see the number of new houses in the
townland, and where sixteen years
ago, there was not one child, there
are now twenty-five.
KEVIN MULLIGAN

rady’s Bar in the ’fifties. Michael Reynolds (R.I.P.), Owen Farrell (R.I.P.), John Moran
(R.I.P.), Stephen McDonagh (R.I.P.) and Leonard McDonagh.

ESLIN GROUP

Annie J. Costello, Anna Kevllle, Tom
McHugh, Ann tohan, on a summer’s day In
Gortavacan.

Here we have Felix Cannon, Joe Turbitt, Tommy Murphy with Kevin

rady (Publican).

Joseph McHugh, Anne
Front (I. to r.)
Bohan, Nicholas Foley. Back (I. to r.)
Francis Bohan, James Foley.

BEST WISHES FROM...

CAPITAL
LUXURY TEA
Wardell Roberts PLC
139/143 Francis Street,
Dublin 8
Tel.: (01) 757081

A DAY OUT IN THE THIRTIES
Front Row (from left) — Charlie Foley, Tom McHugh, Jim Moran, Tommy Moran, Tommy
Mulligan (cap), J. J. Kevllle, Pat McHugh, Austin Maguire. Centre (from left) — Barry Kevllle,
Jim Foley, Francis Bohan, Michael Bruen (top of head), Jim McHugh, Joe Hagan. Back Row
(from left) — Annie Reynolds, Ellie Reynolds, Anna Bohan, Bartley Foley (standing up), Mike
Moran, Cavan.
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The Battle of the Bog Lane
THERE was an active Company of
the Volunteers in the Eslin area
during the Anglo-Irish War 19191921. The first Captain was Cor
nelius McLoughlin (Stuck). This
Company was disbanded in 1 920 in
a re-organisation of the Battalion and
in March of that year a new Company
with new Officers was formed. Paddy
McGuinness (Lough Errill) was ap
pointed Captain; Michael Shanley
(Drumoula) was First Lieutenant;
John Faughnan (Killamaun) Second
Lieutenant; Gerald Flynn (Drumdart)
was Adjutant, and Michael Bohan
(McLoughra) was Quartermaster. The
Intelligence Officer was Tom McHugh
(Attymanus).
Various activities were carried on.
The old R.I.C. Barracks was burned
on Easter Saturday night, 1 920, so
that it could never be occupied again.
Postmen were held up and letters
and parcels were examined. All the
shotguns in the area were forcibly
collected and dispatches were
carried to brigade and battalion
headquarters. The Company met
weekly at nightfall and engaged in
drill practice, were lectured by senior
officers and became a disciplined
force.
In May 1921 an order came from
Headquarters in Dublin, that main
roads in the area should be cut to

<7

disrupt travel and communications by
the R.I.C., the military and the Tans.
This was to be done on the night of
the 21st May and was a general
order to all Companies in the area
including Gorvagh, Eslin, Annaduff
and Drumsna. That night there was a
full muster of 80 men of the Eslin
Company at McLoughra where the
road was to be cut, and the same
night the Annaduff Company was to
cut the road further on between
Curragha Cross and Acheson’s Mill.
Sentries were posted on the
surrounding hills to warn of impending
danger.
The job was about half completed
when without any warning from the
sentries, the lights of a motor vehicle
were seen coming from the Mohill
direction. Those cutting the trench
immediately dispersed towards
Corrigeen Bog, as a Crossley tender
loaded with heavily armed Tans
approached. The tender managed to
cross the half completed trench and
continued in the direction of Carrick.
The Annaduff Company however,
had completed their trench and the
lorry was then forced to turn and
head back towards Mohill. Four
volunteers of the Eslin Company
decided to try to halt the tender on its
way back. They were, however
poorly armed, having only three

shotguns and a revolver between
them.
They stepped out on the road in
front of the approaching lorry and
called on it to halt. The answer was a
fusillade of shots from the Tans. Fire
was returned by the four Volunteers
and fortunately none of them were
injured. There is no record of any
casualties among those on the lorry
which re-negotiated the % trench and
was driven at high speed towards
Mohill. Louis Reynolds (Cavan) is
the only member of quartet still alive,
and the three deceased members
were Mike Moran (Drumregan),
Gerald Flynn (Drumdart) and Eddie
“Tailor” Reynolds (Drumrahan). The
two Volunteer sentries on duty that
night were severely reprimanded
later for their negligence in failing to
provide adequate warning of the
approach of the enemy.
The following day, the Tans
scoured the area and collected all the
young men they could find and forced
them to fill up the trench. A few days
later however, the trench was again
re-opened and all the traffic on that
particular section of the road was
stopped. This stirring episode was
just one of the many engagements in
which the Eslin Volunteers were
involved. Sad to say, of the original
80 Volunteers involved in the battle
of the bog lane, only three are still
with us today, namely John Patrick
Reynolds
(Gortyclery),
Louis
Reynolds (Cavan) and Frankie
McGuinness (Lough Errill). Long may
their memory live on!
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CARRICK, MOHIU & B0YIE
Bakers of High Class
Bread & Confectionery
All Goods Baked on
Our Premises Daily
New Lines — High Fibre

Farmhouse, Wholemeal and
Malt Loaves — Try them

t < Is the weather up boys”?
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From left — Francis Bohan, Patrick Foley, Frankie Bohan.
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH, ESLIN, is located in the townland of Cavan and was built in 1843 by the late Canon
Eivers P.P. of Mohill. It replaced an older church which was located a quarter of a mile due south of the present
building, and which was then converted into a national school.
To the latter quarter of the last century there was a priest attached to the Church who resided in the area and
attended to the needs of the people, while journeying from place to place on horseback.
The church was refurbished by Fr. Bernard Manning in 1912 and the church bell which bears the name of
Canon Felix Doherty the then parish priest of Mohill, was also installed at this time. Other renovations were
carried out by Canon Masterson and Fr. O’Donnell, and major reconstruction and refurbishing commenced in
1979 under the supervision of Fr. George Balfe and the late Monsignor Thomas Sheeran. The church was
rededicated by Bishop Cathal Daly in 1 980 and is now a beautiful and fitting place of worship.

Mohill Tyre Centre
JET
Green Road,
Mohill Tel.: (078) 31045
Proprietor: MICHAEL REILLY
Tyres: 155 x 12, 155 x 13 Radial Remoulds . . . NOW ONLY £14.00
155x12,155x13, New Tyres, to fit all cars . . . NOW ONLY £23.00

IT WILL PAY YOU TO GIVE US A CALL BEFORE YOU PURCHASE
YOUR NEXT TYRES

★ Also Large Stocks of New & Remould Tyres: 165, 175, 185, 14s
& 15s

in Stock at Very Keen Prices

FARMERS — New & Secondhand Tractor, Landrover and Trailer
Tyres — All sizes in stock to fit all vehicles — All tyres fitted while you
wait.
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PERHAPS one of the most intriguing
facts about rural life in the past was
the natural ability of certain individuals
to cure certain ailments. In a time
when transport was not as it is today
people with natural cures played a
very important role in society. They
were often the doctors of the area
and performed their duty in a very
professional way. Every area had its
local healers and Eslin was no ex
ception.
Paddy Reynolds had three cures
but the one he performed most often
was the cure for Jaundice. This cure
was made from a herb which looked
very like broccoli. This herb he found
in Bunnymore bog where it grew and
still grows in abundance. It was
pulled, washed and grated in hrder to
get its juice. The juice was then
mixed through spring water. You took
one glass of this mixture every
morning for three mornings. It was
very hard taken but on the third
morning you would be cured. Paddy
often saw six people coming the
same morning for the cure. He was
always successful.
Paddy also cured the strain. This
cure involved saying some ‘special’
prayers while rubbing the affected
area. You would be better in 24
hours. He cured plenty of those and it
worked on animals as well as
humans.
He also had the cure of the thorn.
This was made using the first growth
of a blackthorn, whitethorn or
gooseberry bush. He got the small
shoot — cut it up and mixed it with
butter. The mixture was put on a cloth
and tied over the thorn, the thorn
would be out the next day. Paddy
made the cure for the thorn as late as
twelve months ago.
These cures were in the family and
were handed down through the
generations. Paddy got them from his
mother who in turn got them from his
grandmother.
Vincent MacNabola is another
healer. He also cured the strain. He
used thread, holy water and prayers.
You made three visits to him —
Monday, Thursday and Monday or
Thursday, Monday and Thursday.
This worked for human or animal.
However, Vincent’s most important
and most noted cure was the cure of
the headache. He began by
measuring the head with a black satin
band. He measured from the back to
the forehead and from the chin to the
crown. These measurements should
be the same, but he often saw the

space of five fingers in the difference.
This difference meant that the head
was out of shape — with pain. He
then says some special prayers. This
process was repeated three times —
Monday, Thursday and Monday or
Thursday, Monday and Thursday.
After three visits you were cured. He
had tremendous success with this
cure, and made it as recently as one
week ago.
These cures were handed down to
Vincent from his mother.
Jim McCrann has the cure of the
burn. This cure is carried out by
licking the affected area. He has had
great success also. He got this cure
by licking a man-keeper he found with
John McNulty while cutting turf on
Bunnymore bog. In fact, while doing
this interview I witnessed Jim curing a
bad burn for Bridie McHugh. He
licked the burn three times and said
some special prayers. The patient
had immediate relief. He quoted
plenty of examples of people he has
cured. Jim’s wife, Nan, has a cure for
worms. She writes down a prayer and
folds it into a badge shape. This
badge is placed on the patient’s
clothes over the heart. When the
paper wears away the worms are
gone.
Paddy, Jim and Vincent all agree
that their cures are not in as much
demand as years ago. Doctors are
more accessible now than years ago
thanks to the motorcar. However,
while the age of science and
technology may have reduced the
demand for such cures, no scientific
or medical development can ever
replace them. The healers have a
natural ability to cure — something
that can never be attained through

learning. The only vital learning
necessary is FAITH — especially on
the part of the patient.
My thanks to Nan McCrann, Jim
McCrann, Vincent McNabola and
Paddy Reynolds for their help with
this article.
AS TOLD TO KEVIN FOLEY

HALLS
THE National Volunteers were set up
to help Redmond in his fight for Home
Rule in 1912/1913. At that time
there was a company of National
Volunteers in Eslin which disbanded
in 1914 at the time of the Great War.
Redmond encouraged people to go
and fight for England. Someone had
the idea at this time that Eslin should
have a place of entertainment. The
young men of the area put up a
galvanized iron structure which was
lined with ceiling boards. This was in
Moran’s big meadow under the
beech trees. It was called the
Volunteer and Temperance Hall.
There was also a branch of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians in the
Eslin area. They had a similar hall on
the other side of the bridge at
Reynolds’ (Co’s) crossroads at the
bottom of the hill. This was called the
Hibernian Hall. There were now two
halls in Eslin which were in direct
opposition to each other. Both halls
were used as places of entertainment
and were well patronised. Local
musicians provided the music. The
rivalry between them continued until
1 920 when both were burned to the
ground.
There was also a third hall situated
100 yards south of Cavan Church in
the 1920’s. This was in an old
disused farm house. This hall was
called the Independence Hall.

Joe Gllmartin (of the forge) with Paddy, Bernie and Molly Reynolds at Drumsna Railway
Station In 1952.
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ESLIN N.S. IN THE LATE FORTIES
ack Romh — Master McGuinness, Keville, ,'Martha Reynolds, tldgle Reynolds, Marg Gallagher, Phyllis Reynolds, Patsy Ward, iridle
Callaghan, Annie Jo Costello, Anna Keville, May Moran, Patsy I
Maureen
rldie
Mooney
Row (I. to r.) — Michael Glldea, John Bernl Wynne (R.I.P.), Hugh Forkln, Jimmy Glldea, Sean
rendan McGann, Bennie Reynolds
Noel
Second
ling) - Anita Reynolds, Lizzie Ward, Chrlssle Ward,
Woods
iridle Wynne, Philomena Wynne, Marie McCrann. Front
Row (I. to r.)
Sean Moran. Joe Haaan. Gerrv Moran. John Gallaaher. J. P
Hagan.

Killing The Pig
JAMES FOLEY of Tulcon is a man
well experienced in the art of killing a
pig. He remembers in the past killing
as many as two every week. His busy
time was from October to Christmas.
Nearly every house killed a pig during
this period. Some houses killed two
pigs during the year. It was a great
source of food and the meat was
guaranteed to be free from chemicals
— so common in today’s age.
James would leave home early in
the morning equipped with clique,
mallet, knife and scraper. The pig
owner was required to have eight
gallons of boiling water ready for the
operation. James would enter the
pig-house and with the speed of light
the pig was hit on the head with the
mallet. This was probably the most
importnat part of the operation — as
when done properly it guaranteed the
pig felt nothing at all. As the pig lay
stunned the knife was used to draw
the blood — a deep cut was inserted
to the throat. The blood was caught
and would be used later on to make
pudding. From the moment of en
tering the pig-house until the pig was
declared dead, lasted no more than
four minutes.
The pig was then scalded with
boiling water and scraped clean. He

was then hung up and washed with
cold water. The insides were then
removed and the pig was again
washed thoroughly. The whole
cleaning process lasted two hours
and the pig was then left hanging for
one day.
The following night James returned
for the boning. While this job may not
seem very big it nevertheless was a
full two-hour job. The pig was split
and the bones removed. The bacon
was then left down in four stone of
salt for three weeks. The griskins or
fancy pieces of meat from the pig
'ere very much sought after. Some
'ere cooked on the night of the
oning while some were given to
eighbours in the vicinity.
This may seem a very cruel way of
illing a pig but James insists that
le pig was stunned roughly twenty
econds after he entered the pigouse. From this on, the pig felt
othing. James hasn’t killed a pig now
1 over ten years. The meat factories
nd butchers have taken the place of
ip local Dio killer. In fact people no
lonaer kill their own pigs. The baconi
is ' bought
in
shops
and
supermarkets. It is a change for the
better. However, the pigs of
yesterday were fed on potatoes,
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meal, cabbage and other such
roughage. That meant the bacon was^
100 per cent free of additives. Can
we say the same of today’s bacon?
Thanks to James Foley for his help
when writing this article.
KEVIN FOLEY.

Changing
Times
The Forge
1930 Joe Gilmartin opened a
lacksmith’s Shop on his father s
rm. It was a good business at that
ne. All the farmers had horses or
Dnkeys to do the work on the land,
nese animals had to be shod every
onth. The forge had a bellows and
lvil among other tools. The iron had
be softened in a coal fire so that it
)uld be bent in the required shapes.
All farm machinery such as ploughs
nd harrows had to be repaired. Joe
tarted work at nine in the morning
nd often had to work into the night.
All that is over now. The tractor and
lectricity have taken the place of the
orse and the forge. And so Joe had
? close his door.
We are grateful to Joe Gilmartin for the
formation supplied.

BEST WISHES FROM
THE STAFF AND PUPILS
BOTH PRESENT AND PAST OF

▲

STATION ROAD, MOHILL
Builders Providers—Fuel Merchants
Calor Gas Stockists
Car Gas Filling Station
HOURS OF BUSINESS:
Monday 9.30-1 p.m.;
Tuesday to Friday, 9.30-6 p.m.
Saturday 9.30-8 p.m.
Delivery Service Avail;
Tel.: (078) 31220

MOHILL
★ ENROLMENT NOW BEING ACCEPTED
FOR 1987.

Best of Luck to Kevin in his campaign for “King of the
Bridge”

MOHILL
VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL

from...

ELLIS

★ A Fully Comprehensive Post Primary School
★ Offering Leaving Cert., Inter Cert.,

MOHILL

Group Cert.
★ Small Classes, Individual Attention
★ Classrooms equipped with Most Modern Equipment
for all subjects, including computers.
ENROLMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
FOR 1987
For Prospectus and further information contact:

Tel.: (078) 31177
Agents for N.C.F. Dairy Produce

Winner of National Quality Awards
for second year in succession
Daily Deliveries of Fresh Milk, Low Fat Milk, Double X Cream
Buttermilk to Retail Outlets in Mohill, Balllnamore and Carrlck-onShannon areas.

THE PRINCIPAL ... (078) 31122

Fresh Fruit &
Vegetables

MONUMENTS OF
DiS TINC TION IN
GRANITE, MARBLE
& LIMESTONE

CMVERRIDWTO
VALUEAND REAL FRESHNESS

Our Quality Work Is your
Guarantee of Satisfaction

See Terry Every Thursday
in Mohill

Call
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★ Additional Names
★ Sandblasting, etc.
★ Memorials Restored

As New
HIGH STREET, BALLINAMORE,
CO. LEITRIM. Tel.: (078) 44008
Our Showrooms
Contact
obligation

without

ESLIN N.S. GROUP (50’s)
Anne Reynolds, Anne McGuinness, Patsy
Flynn, Martina Wynne, Patricia Wynne, Joe
Moore (teacher).

Pictured here are two of Eslin’s famous sons
Willie Joe Reynolds (R.I.P.), on left, and
Paddy Faughnan.

SEE YOl R FRIENDLY OPEL DEALER

7

_• •

KADETT

Test Drive the Kadett today!
Take the five door hatch LS
with 1 2 ‘S' cnijine-or 5 speed
1.(> diesel’ I\o<nnv.
% eoint< triable
and stvlish Lots of features

Eeononneal too and so reliable ask any ()pel owner. Better still,
eoine in and ask for a Test Drive
todav and see tor vourself.

HM kl I) in llll \\ < >K1 I )\\ 11)1
Kl M )l K< I sol (,1 \1 K\l \1< > I (>K'

MOHILL

CO. LEITRIM

PHONE 078-31013

Mrs. Shanley and Miss Wynne, teachers in
Cartron N.S. in the 'twenties.

☆ Good selection of clean, Used Cars.
☆ Large stock of Opel Parts.
☆ Keen Finance Terms Available.
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EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Front Row (from right) — Doreen Stenson, Anne Foley, Dolores O’Flynn. Back Row (from left) — Harry O’Flynn, Pat Foley, Kevil Foley, Don
Reynolds.

THA NK YO U
THIS book was written in conjunction with Kevin Foley’s King of the Bridge fundraising campaign.
A sincere thanks to all who contributed articles or photographs, to Player Wills, Carrolls and
Gallaghers and to the various advertisers who gave their financial support so willingly.
A special word of thanks must go to the hard-working ano dedicated committee which was as
follows:—
Anne Foley, Kevin Foley, Pat Foley, Dolores O’Flynn, Harry O’Flynn, Don Reynolds and Doreen
Stenson.
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The cover photograph was taken on Sunday, 15th February, 1987, of the local
congregation after Mass. In the foreground is our curate, Fr. Bernard Hogan.
Photo by John Keaney.
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