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Leitrim: St. Joseph’s
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Sundays -10.3 am. First Fridays - 8.15 pm. 
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PHONE: 20175.-

Church of Ireland
St. George’s Church

SUNDAY SERVICES:
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RECTOR: Ivan R. Biggs, Phone 20053.

Jamestown: Sacred Heart
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See this Page.
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Gowel: St. Patrick’s GARDAI: 20021.
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Sundays - 11 am. First Fridays - 7.30 am. Phone: (078) 20175. "By night an atheist half believes in God” - Anon.
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THEN

AND NOW

St. George’s Tee. and Main St. (1988) Photo: D.S.

This photo, probably the most valuable we received, was taken about 
1892 from the little balcony of the (then) Provincial Bank (now the 
PMPA Ins. Office). It shows a Pig Market in progress in what is now 
known as St. George’s Terrace. The Post Office wasn’t then built (it was 
erected in 1907). The small two storey building where the 
P.O. now stands was a Gospel Hall. Beyond that is Floods, now 
demolished and replaced by railings and an ornate wall. Beyond Floods 
can be seen Brady’s and then Dunne’s Bar. The A.I.B. building hadn’t 
been erected: neither had Flynn’s bar (on the corner). The “Town 
Clock” hadn't been erected (erected 1905). In the foreground is a 
member of the R:I.C., admiring his boots and behind him, with tall hat 
and canvas leggings, is a Dealer. The poster on the pier of the Shambles 
wall advertise Robert Harvey’s, a Drapery, which was where the Gaiety 
Cinema now is. (from a private collection).

'‘Ireland is a country in which the probable never happens and the 
impossible always does” - J. P. Mahaffy.
Page 4
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KILTOGHERT AND HER HISTORIC HILLS
By Patrick Farrell

On reading this piece you might well ask the author why on 
earth the title'chosen. Why indeed? - Well there are a number 
of reasons.

In the first instance, I thought an account of the origin of the 
parish as a settlement would be an essential ingredient in a 
parish history. Secondly, Kiltoghert from its origins to the 
present day has been dominated by two immovable hills, 
Sheemore and Mong. Through good and bad times they have 
had an unbreakable and comforting influence on the parish. 
From the flatlands, they are a point of reference and 
reassurance. From their summits, a Clearview of the parish, its 
people, its life may be had. From my childhood, high 
excitement and that most enduring of childhood memories, to 
walk, run and tumble to the top with my Ballinwing cousins. 
However, enough of nostalgia and on to the origins of 
Kiltoghert.

Kiltoghert is the modern day name of an area previously 
known as “Killtachuir” and “Cill Tatchchomhairc”. Some 
historians conjecture that the name was derived from a holy 
man “Tachoork” who left his name in “Cloondachork” in Doe, 
Co. Donegal. There is reference to the place in the Annals of 
the Four Masters, [AD 1442] where it is recorded that “Teige”, 
son of Tomaltagh McDermott, was slain with the cast of a 
Javelin by (one of) the people of Cathal Mac Rannall on the 
green or “field of Cill-Tathchomhairc”. The actual townland of 
Kiltoghert lies about 4 miles north-east of Carrick-on- 
Shannon. Within the townland, stood an old church which 
gave its name to the parish. In a description of the townland 
over a 100 years ago there is reference to the ruins of an old 
church, a place called Church Park, several forts, a village and 
a well called the Well of Kiltoghert.

Church Park is the area where Mrs Josephine Flynn and her 
son, Seamus, reside and was the site of a thatched roof national 
school, which preceded the later national school built further 
up the road and now a fine community centre. Church Park, 
Moher, and a number of other place names or townlands no 
longer officially exist and are subsumed into the townland/ 
district of Kiltoghert. Kiltoghert appears to have been a very 
old monastic settlement and the land for the site was donated 
by Fergal O’Ruairc (died 965 AD) and Brian McRannall. It 
was normal practice at the time for the local chieftains and 
princes to purchase a right of burial in Clonmacnois and in 
payment to hand over certain portions of their land to the 
monastery. The standard donation appeared to be 48 “dayes”, 
a measurement roughly equivalent to 120 Irish acres. The life 
of Kyran, Bishop of Clonmacnois, contained with the registery 
of Clonmacnois records that “The best bloods of Ireland have 
chosen their bodies to be buried in Cluain McNoise 
(Clonmacnois) for that Kyran had such power, being a holy 
bishop through the will of God, that what souls harboured in 
the bodies buried under that dust may never be adjudged to 
damnation, wherefore those of the same blood have divided 
the churchyard among themselves by the consent of Kyran and 
his holy clerks”. Before O’Ruairce could secure his burial 
place a controversry had to be resolved. Brian McRannall, 
chieftain of Muintir Eolais, and McGauran, chieftain of 
Tealach Eatcach (now Tullyhaw, Co. Cavan) prevented the 
allotment of O’Ruaircc’s burial chamber until they also 
secured like priviliges. This they received and McDonall also 
bestowed “48 days”, in Kiltoghert to the monastery at 
Clonmacnois. Thus, the monastery had in total 240 Irish acres 
at Kiltoghert. At each feast day of St. Martin, a representative 
of the monastery at Clonmacnois, called Duibseallaigh 
O’Conall, would receive the Bishop’s rent from the tenants 
and these were namely “three Beeves and three Hogs”.

In present times, Christians understand that souls will be 
saved or lost on the qualities of their commitment to a

Sheemore
Photo by D. S.

Christain way of life and happily this does not require the 
added insurances which Fergal O’Ruairce and his fellow 
chieftains felt bound to seek at that time. There is still, 
however, a price to be paid for dying as anyone who has a plot 
in the present day Kiltoghert graveyard or any other graveyard 
for that matter will know. Sheemore, and the light of its cross 
has guided many a traveller and by day its pyramidical form 
can be seen from many points in the parish. At it’s base, it is 2 
miles in circumference and at the top 2 acres broad. Its 
association with the fight for independance is well known, but 
here I will refer to another well known association. Almost 
everyone will have been moved at some time by the haunting 
melody and lyrics of Sheemore/Sheebeg by the blind harpist 
and composer O’Carolan.

George Nugent-Reynolds of Letterfine, friend and patron 
of O’Carolan, and himself a poet, sensed O’CaroIan’s lyrical 
potential. While on a visit at Letterfine, Reynolds suggested by 
way of theme the constant battling of the fairies of Sheemore 
and Sheebeg, where nightly encounters often alarmed the 
whole neighbourhood. Perhaps, said he to O’Carolan “you 
could make as good a use of your tongue as of your fingers”. 
Thus was the inspiration for Sheemore/Sheebeg bom and the 
awakening for the first time of the blind harpists poetic lyrical 
ability.

Mong hill is. perhaps, less romanticised than Sheemore. 
Mong hili extends South West of Sheemore for almost a mile. 
Viewed from a distance it looks like the mane of a horse from 
which appearance it most likely takes its name. For a century 
and a half Mong was used as fattening land by local landlords 
mainly the La Touches and subsequently their agent, Wilton 
Waugh. After the War of Independence, their lands were sold 
back to local farmers and tenants. During this period so much 
so that these parts were designated a Congested District by the 
Congested District Board. In 1911 there were 25 families living 
in Effernagh alone.

On the Western side of Mong there was a famous monastic 
guest house. Tradition says that the monks there kept a light 
burning constantly as a guide to the weary traveller, who on 
arrival would receive food and rest. An oral tradition 
proclaims the existance of this place right up to the present 
day, although no manuscripts, reference or records exist. Any 
one who has observed the limestone slab over the grave of 
Bishop Moran in Kiltoghert graveyard will have (perhaps 
unknowingly) had presented to them indelible proof of the 
Guest House existence. The Bishop was a member of a local 
family, who had a long and an illustrous stewardship of the 
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hostel, and on the slab which marks his grave are carved the 
figures of a candle, a roll of butter and a bonnock of bread. All 
symbols of the hospitality that was the guest house on Mong.

Not far from the guest house atop the new reservoir there is 
the ruins of a windmill which once stood on Mong and which 
reputedly had a tunnel underneath which went all they way to 
Leitrim.

On a cold and inhospitable Sunday, in November 1987, 1 
walked to the top of Mong hill with my father and watched as 
he pointed out the sites and scenes of the parish.

The modern reservoir maintains the tradition of the guest

house and pours forth its water of hospitality to the 
surrounding countryside, while Sheemore keeps the light 
glowing.

Despite these reassuring links and as the cold breeze passed 
around us I wished for a moment that the monks and their 
guest house were still there to receive us into the warmth.

Acknowledgments
I am indebted to my father. Bill Farrell, the National Library 

and Professor T.P. O’Neill for help and assistance given in 
writing this article.

JAMESTOWN LODGE

1. Sarsfield and William of Orange.
The Williamite Wars put Sarsfield and William of Orange 

in opposition. In 1688 Sarsfield and William of Orange met 
in combat at Jamestown. As a result of this battle much of 
the town walls were damaged and the archway in particular 
was extensively damaged. Sarsfield again returned to 
Jamestown in 1691, with similar results.

Jamestown Lodge

2. Mr Hugh O’Beirne
Around the middle of the 18th century, a wealthy 

Roscommon tea merchant returned to Ireland and bought 
the Jamestown lands and also a large area of fertile land 
beside the town (which is now called Garvey’s farm). He 
was now the owner of a very large estate, and the first 
Catholic landlord in Ireland. He rebuilt the town walls and 
the archway and embellished them with turrets. He also 
built a tower, now called “Beirne’s folly”, and decorated it 
with matching turrets. He built a Roman Catholic Church, 
the Church of the Sacred Heart, which remains standing 
and in use to the present day. He also built a school, located 
at the site of the present day community centre. At the same 
time, he built his own house.

The house was very large indeed. It had a basement and 
two floors, with another half-storey for attics over that. It 
occupied a very large area and inside it was very spacious. 
There were 21 bedrooms in the front wing of the house 
alone. The windows were tall and narrow, in the style of the 
period.

The part of the house which is left standing now was the 
first part to be built. It was the nursery, and the maids’ and 
nanny’s quarters were in the basement of this part of the 
house. On the ground floor ’storey there were high 
windows. The staircase up to the nursery was fully enclosed 
to ensure that the servants were not seen. The section of the 
building at the rear is thought to have been built last. It 
contained a large drawing room overlooking the River 
Shannon, which was about 50 yards from that side of the' 
house.

Beside the house was a farmyard with numerous 
buildings. These included stables, a big coachhouse,
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grainhouses and other outhouses for farm animals and 
produce. Accommodation was provided for the coachman, 
the liveryman and the farm labourers. The Coachyard 
between the coachman’s and liveryman’s houses, was 
paved with flagstone and cobblestones. The coachyard was 
linked to the main house by an avenue, which was long and 
led to the Dublin road from behind the main house. There 
was a high wall facing the boundary with the public road 
which continued on to the avenue entrance where there was 
a gate house. A pathway close to this wall also led to the 
coachyard. This went by the front of the house.

There was a field, called the Bridge field, left fallow as 
part of the estate. The area now called Garvey’s land was 
worked as the the productive farmland of the estate.

3. Healys
The estate remained in the family until the first World 

War around 1914. All that remained of the family at that 
time was a bachelor, also Hugh O’Beirne. He was an 
Ambassador, sent as a member of the British Diplomatic 
Corps to Petersburg, USSR on the ship “Hampshire 1”, to 
negotiate peace settlements on behalf of the British. He 
drowned when the Germans sunk the ship in the Baltic sea.

The house at this stage was well maintained with 
Georgian and historical features combined.

The nearest surviving relations of the deceased owner 
were the DeTalbot family, who had extensive property in 
Malahide, Co. Dublin. They inherited the estate and since 
they had no interest in it, they never visited it or lived in it. 
The Land Commission acquired the estate around 1922, 
and sold the large house, with a sizeable portion of the 
estate to the Healy family. The estate now consisted of the 
house, the front and back lawns, the Bridge field and the 
farmyard. Mrs Healy was the legal owner of the house and 
grounds. Mr Healy was joint Bank Manager of the 
Northern Bank in Mohill, Co. Leitrim, at the time. He, and 
his Assistant Bank Manager, were both keenly interested in

The (fate House of Jamestown Lodge 
(Located near Jamestown Bridge)
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The Gale House of Jamestown Lodge

all aspects of boats and boating, and were involved closely 
with the Regatta Festival at Carrick-on-Shannon. Mr Healy 
owned boats and boathouses. The Healy children received 
instruction from governesses at home because they were 
forbidden to leave the grounds, and so received little or no 
formal tuition. It is known that one of the daughters was 
sent to Mt. Anville, Co. Dublin, a finishing school, for two 
years, at the age of 12, in order to complete her schooling.

4. Mr James Byrne
Mr Healy got into financial difficulties and the property 

was then acquired by Mr James Byrne, a solicitor’s clerk in 
Carrick-on-Shannon, for the sum of £300,00. This was 
around 1940. Mr Byrne and his family never lived in the big 
house, but rented portions of it to various families, and sold 
the nursery wing (the oldest part of the house) to Mr Joe 
Butler. At the time, that wing had only been used as a 
storage area, since it was out of use as a nursery during the 
time that Mr Hugh O’Beirne, (the Ambassador), lived 
there on his own. As a result, the house Mr Butler now 
owned was in a severe state of decay and disrepair. Mr 
Butler also bought part of the stables, the rest of which 
were owned by a sister-in-law of Mr Bryne.

5. Demolished
A building contractor from Tipperary bought the 

remainder of the main house. He was interested in building 
materials, since it was during the war years and these 
materials were scarce. He stripped the house of its leaded 
roof, and most other useful materials that he found there, 
including floorboards and rafters. When he had obtained all 
he wanted he had no further interest in the bare derelict 
walls and never again returned to the site. The roofless 
walls were now unstable and dangerous. They were 
demolished and William Winters bought the stones. He 
used these to build a garage on the Roscommon side of 
Carrick-on-Shannon, on a swampy site. This is now the 
National Garage.

Mr Butler cut an entrance from the Dublin road to the 
house he owned, lowering the soil land considerably and 
also lowering the wall which had been very high. He made 
considerable improvements to the house and developed the 
grounds very extensively. He installed windows on the

basement floor, which had been servants’ quarters and 
which is now a ground floor. The nursery floor was left 
above that and it was roofed, so that the one and a half 
floors which originally were above that are now no longer 
part of the remaining house. Outside this house there is an 
old well, and the remains of a kitchen fireplace which had 
belonged to the front wing of the main house. Part of a pillar 
from the front of the main house is also preserved here. The 
Butler family is still in possession of Jamestown House. 
The house combines 18th century features with 
contemporary features and its long history has given it a 
multiperiodic quality.
Ref. “Burkes Guide to Country Houses”.
Ref. N. Blaney 1944 “Topographical & General Survey of 
Kiltoghert”.

Jamestown Bridge from a Post Card by Cardall Ltd., Dublin. C. 1950.

The Hill of Sheemore
Many bright hills in old Leitrim I know,
That proudly look down on fair valleys below.
Often in the past, have I rambled them o’er,
But to me No. 1 is the hill of Sheemore.
The hare and the rabbit its green slopes do roam,
The badger and fox in its core find a home,
The birds in its green woods the soft note do pour,
Proud Faun in great splendour resides in Sheemore.
High up on its summit there stands a proud cairn,
About which the young folks are anxious to learn,
The old people tell us in days that are o’er,
Was entombed there a giant who lived in Sheemore.
A lake of deep water for fishing renowned,
On the eastern side of the hill may be found.
Old legends would have it that in days of yore,
From the depths of this lake rose the hill of Sheemore. 
Long ago when our gentry gave challenge to fight,
When the pistol decided whose cause was the right, 
Those gallant combatants their arms they bore,
And fought in the lists at the foot of Sheemore.
It was there Squire Reynolds whose fame is well known, 
Met the treacherous coward young Robert McKeon,
Ere the duel commenced - the handshake being o'er. 
Shot false he the Squire at the foot of Sheemore.
We forget not the Spring of the year of Twenty-One, 
While England assailed us with gas and with gun,
When the boys of old Leitirm laid stretched in their gore, 
Her prodest and best at the foot of Sheemore.
Gone, gone is the rancher, no more to despoil.
By his footprints accursed its prolific soil,
May faith, peace and friendship abide evermore.
In the bosoms of all round the hill of Sheemore.

By Liam Sceallain, Ardloher, April 1933. (Bard of Kiltoghert).
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KILTOGHERT PARISH 1830 —1850 (Part 1)
Kiltoghert Parish is situated in the County of Leitrim, and in 

the Diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnois. It comprises 107 
townlands at this time, with Churches at Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Jamestown and Gowel. It is the largest Parish in the Diocese - 
the area approx. 16,000 acres.

Kiltoghert means the Church of Tochert, taking its name 
from St. Toghert (St. Tochomhracht) about the 6th century - 
and her feast is celebrated on the 11th June. She is especially 
invoked by expectant mothers.

There were 15 schools in the Parish, with 1,138 pupils.
There was very little industry in this Parish apart from 

Milling. 60% of the farms were under 10 acres and were on 
leases of various lengths. The arable land was partly limestone 
and hilly, with some of the best land in the County in this 
Parish. Most of the farms were self-sufficient, and the diet was 
mainly potatoes and milk. Wheat grain (Oats) was grown, and 
along with a pig, eggs and butter was sold to pay the rent.

The only method of communication was stage coach - Sligo 
to Dublin, though the River Shannon had been made 
navigable and passenger boats were being introduced. The 
principal residences in the Parish were (1) Jamestown Lodge, 
the home of F. O’Beirne Esq., (2) Port - home of J. H. Peyton 
Esq., (3) Lismore Lodge, home of the Very Rev. Dr. Slevin 
P.P., V.G., (4) Caldra Lodge of G. McDermott Esq., (5) 
Castlecarrow of C. R. Reyton Esq., (6) Newbrook of F. Keon 
Esq., (7) Keonbrook of J. D. Brady Esq., and (8) 
Drumhearney House of P. Latouche - who laid out extensive 
plantations there.

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON

The Capital town of Co. Leitrim - Carrick-on-Shannon in 
the Parish of Kiltoghert was described in Lewis Topographical 
Survey of 1837 as a market and Post town, which was formerly 
a Parliamentary Borough, and partly in the Co. Roscommon. 
Situated on the mail coach road from Dublin to Sligo, 77 miles 
W.N.W. (Irish Measure) it had 1870 inhabitants in 1837. A 
bridge of 11 arches spanned the Shannon and tolls were 
collectable for the use of same by Sir George Manor St. 
George, who was responsible for its maintenance. This bridge 
was built in 1718.

The town contained 321 houses - was badly paved and 
unlighted. Carrick-on-Shannon was also described as the chief 
market town for Leitrim, with a small trade in coarse linen, 
freize, duggetts (coarse woollen articles) and coarse flannel. 
Large quantities of butter were sent to Dublin and Newry, and 
a considerable quantity of yarn sold. Grain and provisions

At the Industrial Parade, 5th June, 1988 -
On Lt. Kelly’s left (behind flag) Pte. Ml. O’Rourke, on'

Lt. Kelly’s right Cpl. E. McMonagle, Rear: Left to right: CpI. S. Clyne, 
Pte. M. O’Rourke, Cpl. J. Murray, all members of 19th Batt. F.C.A., 
Carrick-on-Shannon. Photo by D. S.
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were marketed - but Roscommon supplied most of the 
provisions. An enclosed market yard was erected by Mr. St. 
George, who owned the land on which the town was built. This 
Market Yard is now The Shambles.

The town contained a constabulary barracks in St. George’s 
Terrace, a disused Infantry Barracks (Presentation House), a 
Jail (with a tread-mill), a Courthouse in which Assizes and 
Sessions were held.

The Protestant Church, St. George's, was built on land 
donated by Manor St. George in 1829. This Church was 
originally in Gowel but by an Act of Parliament, it was moved 
and re-built in Carrick-on-Shannon - in its present site with a 
loan of £2,000.00 from the Board of First Fruits. A large canvas 
painting of the Nativity by Plagemann was presented to the 
Church in 1837 by Charles Manor St. George (later donated to 
the Catholic Church, St. Mary’s).

Arigna coal costing 7/6d (37>/ip) a ton at the pit head, was 
brought by cart to Lough Allen and thence by the lake and 
Lough Allen canal to the River Shannon. When the coal 
reached Carrick-on-Shannon it cost double - 15/s (75p) a ton. 
The canals were opened in 1821. ‘Sea Coal’ (English Coal) 
came into Carrick via the port of Sligo and thence by road.

A Hospital at the bottom of Summerhill was originally the 
town house of the St. George family, and in 1818 this family 
handed it over for use as a District Hospital. (It is now Cyril 
Cullen’s Residence and Works). A Catholic Church was built 
on land donated by St. George in 1807. The town also 
contained a Methodist and a Weslyian Church in the 1830’s.

LEITRIM

Yet another historic spot in Kiltoghert Parish is the village 
of Leitrim, which gives its name to the county. According to 
Lewis Topographical Survey in 1837 - Leitrim is situated 3 
miles from Carrick-on-Shannon on the eastern Bank of the 
Shannon, containing 50 houses and 274 inhabitants. It is 
recorded that St. MacLeigus - son of Cermac was Bishop of 
Liathrumai or Liathdromen, which was the ancient name of 
the place. A castle existed here in ancient times from which 
Dervorghal - wife of O’Rourke, Prince of Breffny, was taken 
by Dermot, King of Leinster, which was one of the causes of 
the English Invasion.

Fairs were held in this village on January 22nd, February 
21st, March 25th, May 5th, June 16th, July 23rd, September 
1st, October 13th and December 1st. Here in 1602 came 
O’Sullivan Beare in his disastrous retreat from Cork with only 
35 of more than the 1000 plus who began the march with him, 
the only haven on his journey from Cork to the North.

JAMESTOWN

Jamestown, one of the outlying villages in the Parish, was 
built by James I. In 1837 it is recorded as a small market town 
containing 311 inhabitants, with 48 houses. The Chief Vestige 
of its former importance is an ancient gateway of which the 
mail coach road passed through, and has been castellated by 
the then present proprietor, Francis O’Beirne Esq., who built 
a handsome residence in Jamestown.

Of the ancient glories of Jamestown there remains only 
partial remains of the Arch of one of the gates of this once 
walled town, erected as an English outpost against the wild 
Irish of Connaught. Between it and the Shannon are the 
remains of the ancient Church of Kiltrennan, which was 
already many centuries old when Jamestown was first built.

Compiled by: The Late Michael Moreton, Seamus Molloy, John Donoghue, 
Winnie Downey, Bernie Murray and Patricia Molloy.
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KILTOGHERT PARISH 1830 —1850 (Part 2)

A look at the parish before, during and 
after the Famine

As we have seen, there was very little if any employment, 
other than on the land, in the parish leading up to the Famine. 
Sixty per cent or so of the population made their living from the 
land and from farming; the remainder were employed as 
servants, workmen on the estates and as shop assistants, 
yardmen and apprentices in the various businesses. There was 
no industry as such in the parish.

In the Thirties and before, the whole economy was running 
down. The Industrial Revolution, among other things, had 
ruined the cottage industries and while England thrived, 
Ireland was sinking into provety.

In 1838 Parliament passed the Poor Law Relief Act, which 
was modelled on the Poor Law Relief system in England. 
Initially, this Act was to set up Unions, which would contribute 
in an orderly fashion, towards the relief of poverty. Each 
Union was to have a Union Workhouse, which would house 
the destitute and rates were to be levied and paid towards the 
upkeep of the union. Subsequent amendments to the Act 
abolished the payment of rates by those landholders under 
Four Pounds valuation and another amendment extended the 
scope of the relief to include outdoor relief. The Unions were 
to be administered by a Board of Guardians, some of whom 
were elected by the ratepayers; others held their positions by 
virtue of their offices. Carrick-on-Shannon Workhouse, one of 
three in the county, was completed in 1841. The cost was 
£8,400.0.0d., which came in the form of a loan. The Union of 
Carrick-on-Shannon didn’t coincide with the county boundary 
and was comprised of seven Electoral Divisons in Roscommon 
and 8 in Leitrim. These were Carrick-on-Shannon, Leitrim, 
Drumshanbo, Tumna, Drumreilly, Drumsna, Keshcarrigan 
and Kilbride. The collection of rates, even after the exemption 
of those under Four Pounds valuation, proved almost 
impossible and throughout the famine and for some years 
after, the Guardians were always short of money, so much so in 
fact, that suppliers resorted to obtaining Court Orders against 
the Guardians and several seizures in settlement were made. 
Abject proverty on the ratepayer’s part and greed mostly on 
the landlord’s part were the causes for the non-payment. It was 
in the Guardians’ interest to curtail expenditure in the Union 
as they were the biggest ratepayers. They did this job well.

Unfotunately, the records extant, the minute books of the

At Kiltoghert Co-Op. - 1984

Standing (left to right) Willie Moreton, Sean Hanrahan; Second row: 
I'rank Judge R.I.P., Paddy Killalea, Stephen Connaughton. First row: 
J. P. Mulvey, Emmet Murray, John Finnerty, Mike Joe Mahon.

Guardians, cannot be considered as being 100% accurate. 
These books are now in the safe custody of the County Library. 
The Workhouse should be a sort of barometer of the state of 
the Union and consequently of the parish. In January, 1848, 
the (elected) Board of Guardians asked and were given 
permission to be relieved of office. They were unable, for a 
number of reasons, chiefly because of non-payment of rates, to 
discharge their duties. Two paid officials, appointed by the 
Commissioners in Dublin, took over the running of the Union. 
They did not consider themselves constrained, as the previous 
Board was, by monetary considerations and one, a Captain 
Wynne, disbursed outdoor relief (which was now available) 
almost at will. The Board of Guardians, now without a say, 
complained bitterly about several aspects of the behaviour of 
the newly appointed Vice-Guardians, with the result that an 
Inquiry was instituted before a Select Committee of the House 
of Lords. At this Inquiry allegations of every kind were made 
regarding falsification of books and accounts, thieving of 
stores, overcharging and short measuring of supplies by 
Traders, neglect and incompetence by staff in the Workhouse, 
indifference by the Guardians - both the elected ones and the 
Vice-Guardians. Self-righteous lip service to rules and 
regulations appeared to have been indulged in by most of those 
in authority, while the poor and hungry suffered. Captain 
Wynne, who, if the evidence is to be believed, was a man of 
many parts, and if amoral, was at least, possessed of some 
charity. The whole saga makes Dallas or Peyton Place look like 
a children’s bedtime story. The result is that the records are 
suspect, to say the least.

In the town and the outlying villages, while poverty and 
hunger appeared to be severe, the inhabitants scraped by 
somehow. Well paid officials scarcely suffered, as some food 
was available at a price, while the poor begged and, if 
necessary, pilfered. The only ones to emerge out of the whole 
period with credit were in the Religious Society of Friends (the 
Quakers), who helped with grants for the purchase of food. 
Officials from the Society visited Carrick in 1847. Relief 
organised by the churches, charitable agencies and the 
government, just wasn’t able to cope. For the poorer classes, 
life was an unending battle to get food. The plots of land, which 
every householder had, were searched over and over for any 
vegetable or root remaining in the ground. Berries and roots 
and grass were eaten and the lakes and rivers were fished 
extensively. Even the domestic pets - dogs and cats - didn’t 
escape. Regardless, there were deaths from starvation and 
disease in the town and villages.

In County Leitrim, out of 20,989 farms, 19,106 were under 
15 acres. Only 330 farms exceeded 30 acres. The majority of 
the farms in the parish were in the 10-15 acre bracket. In 
practically all cases, the farms w'ere leased from the big land 
owners. The lease system was complicated and troublesome. 
Some farms were held on lease “at will”, others for a given 
number of years and others for "three lives" and so on. In most 
parts of Ireland but particularly in the poorer parts, the land 
was in bad condition. The tenant, who w'ould never own the 
land, couldn't see any point in improving it. In any case, he 
could never be sure of his tenancy. On the other hand, the 
landlord - usually an absentee one, and living in England, 
couldn't see any point in improving the land for the benefit of 
tenants he didn’t particularly want. More money was to be 
made from grazing cattle on the land, if the small holders could 
be cleared. The market wfas in England for beef cattle.

Much debate has gone into the suitability of the diet of the 
Irish generally. Potatoes formed the bulk of this diet. Milk and 
eggs were plentiful and vegetables were w idely grow'n, both by 
farmers and town dwellers. Butter was sold in the market in 
Carrick-on-Shannon and from there brought to Dublin and 
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Newry. Half a cwt. (25.4kg) of butter would fetch £5.10.0. 
(£5.50) to £6.10.0. (£6.50). Buttermilk was kept for use in the 
home and with potatoes, salt and some vegetables, was the 
stable diet of most country dwellers. Meat was very rarely 
eaten, though most farmers reared a pig. The pig, also sold in 
the market in Carrick-on-Shannon would fetch a Guinea 
(£1.05). If the farmer could keep a second pig, this animal 
would be killed and salted. Every edible scrap was used and, as 
was the custom, the neighbours were not forgotten. Generally 
a half an acre was utilised for the grazing of a cow and this 
animals’ feeding was supplemented with grass from the ditches 
(the “long acre”), a practice frowned on the the constabulary, 
weeds found in the corn and potato stalks. Hayseed, at 5/- 
(25p) a barrel was too dear. Oaten straw was used in winter as 
fodder. Money obtained in payment for oats was used, with 
that received from the sale of the pig, to pay the landlord- 
Tithes, though abolished in 1838, were still payable by the 
landlords, who merely raised the rents, thus extracting money 
for the support of the Established Church (the Protestant 
Church). Unfailingly the people contributed towards the 
upkeep of their own church, though not necessarily always in 
cash. Tobacco, salt, candles and some leather was purchased, 
though there is evidence that little sugar was bought.

A share and barter system was in use and labour was shared. 
If fortunate enough to get work, a farm labourer could earn 6d 
(2V5p) a day. The acre to an acre and a half of potatoes grown 
would sustain the family for 9 to 10 months of the year. Larger 
farmers kept a brood mare, whose foal fetched £8.0.0. to 
£10.0.0 at any one of the local fairs.

As well as oats, some flax was grown, which was used to 
manufacture clothing, as was wool, which in the case of this 
parish wasn’t produced locally but was bartered or bought 
from across the Shannon. Clothes, as such, weren’t bought, 
the farmer’s wife making druggets (garments made from rough 
woollen cloth) and linen garments. Shoes were rarely worn 
except on special occasions, such as Mass, funerals and the odd 
trip to town. Children hardly ever wore footwear. Fuel was 
obtained by turf cutting at Effernagh, Ballinamoney and 
across the river, in Drumlion. Local coal from Arigna was 
used, but was relatively dear. English coal, called “sea coal” 
was imported via Sligo port and thence by road.

In the absence of manure, the farmers often, against the 
wishes of the landlords, cut off the sod and burned it, using the 
ash as fertiliser. Houses, outside the town and villages, were 
one two or maybe three roomed thatched cabins, poorly lit and 
ventilated. Unglazed windows and earthen floors were the 
norm. Animals and fowl often shared the shelter and at night, 
the most valuable asset, the cow, was brought in. 
Overcrowding was common - the family using every room for

Mrs. Drumm, Kathleen Lynch, Mrs. McCabe, Miss E. Lannon, Mons. 
Maguire, Michael Mulhera. (Leitrim 1936)
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sleeping. Furniture was sparse. Apart from bedding, the house 
contained a table and a few stools and whatever pots and pans 
were used for cooking, which was done on a large open fire, the 
smoke from which escaped through a hole in the roof.

The 1841 census revealed that the population of Kiltoghert 
parish was 10,212. At that time the tendency was for the 
population to rise. The first failure of the potato crop in 1846 
hit the parish hard but people would have been able to get by. 
The failure of the 1847 crop was disastrous. Whatever reserves 
of potatoes were left had been used up. Throughout, England 
persisted in it’s policy of exporting the grain crops, so as not to 
interfere with the laws of trade. The Workshouse quickly filled 
up and by the winter of 1847 there were reports of people dying 
outside the gate. Disease, brought on by stravation, swept the 
parish. Those who could leave, went. Several ships brought 
loads from Sligo to Liverpool, while there were instances of 
people walking to Cobh, sustained only by cakes made from 
oaten flour, to sail to the New World. It will never be known 
how many of these unfortunate people died by the wayside or 
perished in the so called “coffin ships” en route to the US. 
Ships lists have been kept but unfortunately are incomplete 
and do not provide home addresses.

The Workhouse had accommodation for varying numbers 
from its earliest days. It was originally intended to house about 
500 but buildings were added in the form of “fever sheds” - 
badly built wooden huts at the rear of the main building. An 
auxiliary Workhouse was rented in Jamestown, with 
accommodation for 500, a school and another building were 
rented in Carrick. At the period when the parish was at its 
worst, the Board of Guardians quit - on 21st January, 1848. 
There were 968 inmates in the Workhouse on the previous 
Christmas day, of whom 564 were under the age of 15. The same 
week, there were 106 people in receipt of outdoor relief in the 
Union. The Board of Guardians had calculated that it was 
cheaper and more satisfactory to their petty minds for the poor 
to be fed in the Workhouse (l/3*Zsd a day - 6.2p) than to grant 
outdoor relief. By the following June 17, there were 1,925 in the 
Workhouse and 13,927 on outdoor relief. Captain Wynne was 
enforcing the Poor Law liberally and as he saw it, but this 
wasn’t to continue. Complaints (instigated by the new defunct 
Board of Guardians) reduced the numbers on outdoor relief to 
33 during the following November. Outdoor relief consisted of 
the hated Indian meal, doled out by Relieving Officers at 
various “stations” in the parish, though money was paid to a 
few. Soup Kitchens had been set up and operated in the town of 
Carrick-on-Shannon, at Jamestown and Leitrim. These closed 
in late 1848 or ’49.

The Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois, in May, 1847 
wrote “Persons of 20 years of age appear to be bending in old 
age and in many instances are becoming shameless and idiotic 
from want of every kind. In some instances, particularly in 
Leitrim, whole families are discovered to be dead in their 
cabins by the stench that proceeds from their putrid bodies. 
The dead are frequently buried in bogs, cabbage plots and 
even in the houses where they lived”, Children were abandoned 
at the Workhouse gate. Those fortunate enough to have a cow 
bled the animal and lived from the blood and whatever weeds 
they could dig out. As often as not, outdoor relief, which was 
barely sufficient, was refused. Indian meal was a poor 
substitute. Referring to the death allegedly from starvation, of 
a Patt Crosbie, Wynne reported that he (Crosbie) had, with is 
mother and two children shared their U/i stone of Indian meal! 
(per week).

As it always the case in time of disaster, the poor suffer the 
most. The poor in this case were those small holders, who in 
normal times and in a fair socity, would be almost self 
sufficient. Their stable food long gone, they had also used up 
their seed potatoes. Many had not been able to keep up 
payment of rent and had suffered eviction. They survived in 
ditches and in hovels in the bogs, waiting a hand-out from the 
descendants of those who had deprived them of their land. Not 
all of the landlords demanded full payment - some reduced 
their demands by up to 50%. Fifty per cent is hard to come by.
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when you have nothing.
In the town of Carrick begging was a problem. So much so 

that the (now re-instated) Board of Guardians asked the 
constabulary to take action. The police did act, but without 
much success. The punishment for begging was confinement in 
the newly erected County Gael. There, they had to be fed. The 
cure, as far as the powers that be were concerned, was as bad as 
the complaint. On one particular day, 18th January 1848, 37 
persons appeared before the Magistrate for begging - [see list 
at end]. Thirteen were sent to the Workhouse (a relief to the 
unfortunates), 12 got seven days in jail and 12 were discharged 
without any punishment. It cost, at this time, 3/6d (17.5p) to 
keep a person in jail for a week and l/9d (8.75p) for a week in 
the Workhouse. The Justices and Magistrates sitting in the 
courts well knew the costs, for Francis La Touche, J.P. and 
Charles Cox, J.P. among others, were Guardians of the 
Workhouse.

In the year 1848, 594 persons died in the Workhouse. The 
diet, from which potatoes had long disappeared, was frugal but 
sufficient to sustain life. Disease, induced from hunger and 
cold, was the main culprit. To sustain him, an adult received, 
for breakfast, 4oz of Indian meal, 3oz of rice and quart of 
buttermilk. The same was doled out for dinner and for supper, 
8oz of brown bread was issued. In 1849, the death toll was 
down to 429. By the middle of 1850, the worst effects were 
over, though people now weakened from hunger and disease, 
still died.

In the census of 1851 Kiltoghert parish is shown as having a 
population of 8,326. The decrease was 1,886 - or 181/2%. This 
latter figure compared favourably with the national figure (of 
decline), which was 19.85% but is lower by over 9% than the 
county per centage fall (which was 27.94%). The fact that the 
county town is in the parish may account for this (deaths being 
fewer in the towns, as a general rule).

Of the almost 2,000 people who disappeared, it isn’t possible 
to even guess how many died and how many emigrated. 
Compulsory registration of deaths (and births) didn’t become 
law until 1864. Whatever records there were - Parish Registers 
and the records in the Workhouse - were not kept properly. 
We have seen why in the instance of Carrick-on-Shannon 
Workhouse and in many parishes the clergy had simply given 
up trying to keep records. Some deaths would never have come 
to notice simply because they took place in isolated places and 
often there was no-one to know or care. As regards emigration 
- again it is impossible to say. As mentioned previously, 
records were kept of ships passengers and of arrivals at U.S. 
ports. Unfortunately, these records don’t show addresses.

While the famine was the direct cause of the deaths, diseases 
such as typhoid, scurvy and dysentry actually killed the 
majority of people. Typhoid, which was spread by lice - a fact

which wasn’t known to either sufferers or doctors, was called 
“fiabhras dubh” - black fever, because the sufferer usually 
took on a dusky colour before dying in agony.

Many of the victims of the famine lie in an unmarked grave 
at the back of St. Patrick’s Hospital. Again, it would on ly be a 
guess to try to estimate how many. Others were fortunate to 
have relations to see that they were buried in consecrated 
ground, while many were buried adjacent to where they died - 
stripped of the dignity of burial among their own and in ground 
consecrated by the church. Those strong enough to survive the 
terrible sea journeys found a new lilfe, if a hard one, in New 
York, Boston and in various cities in the United States, while 
others stayed on in England, to join in Irish enclaves in 
Liverpool and Birmingham. Names from this parish are to be 
found in Parish Registers of the cities mentioned and in many 
other cities, which can be traced back to the “coffin ships” from 
Sligo, Galway, Derry and Cobh. Many of course didn’t make it 
and perished at sea, from whence they will arise on that Final 
Day, to meet, on equal terms, those who bear the 
responsibility for Ireland’s holocaust.
Complied by Patricia Molloy, Winnie Downey, Bernie Murray, John 
Donoghue, Seamus Molloy, Des Smith and the late Michael Moreton, (R.I.P).

Enclosure.
Return of Vagrants arrested by the Constabulary at Carrick-on-Shannon, and 

brought before the Magistrates, committed and disposed of.

Nxum of Vipuu. Ilcforr coffinailted. Date of CoDsiittaJ.

1 Anne Flaherty N. Kelly, Esq., R. M. January 18, 1848.
2 Margaret Flaherty - -
3 Patt Colwell- - -
4 Bridget Dockrey - - -
5 Bridget Hamilton - - -
C Mary Hamilton - -
7 Alexander Reilly - - - ,, „ ,,
8 Anne M'Nulty - - ■ „ „
9 Catherine Flaherty - - ,, „

10 Anne Cox - - ,, M “ ■ - ,,
n Mary Kelly - - -
12 Pntt Colman - - ,,

• 13 Patt Cox - - . -
• 14 John Rogers - - John H. Peyton, Esq., J. P., 

Charles Cox, J. P.
February 1, 1848.

15 Michael Tcguc - ,,
16 James M'Wecncy - - ,, ,, -
17 Francis M'Nulty - - -
18 Alexander Reilly - - ,, ,, „ ... .
10 Patrick Colwell - - >» ,,
20 Catherine Casey - -
21 John Casey - - -
22 Michael Cascv - -

Captain Cox, J. P. -23 Michael Beimc - - February 2, 1S48.
24 Anne Beirnc - •• »■ - - -

CuAttLKS Tique, Constable.
\Y. E. Fox, Esq., Sub-Inspector. March 10,1S-13.

(1.9, Aw.) r. 14
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SKETCHING THE BACKGROUND TO 
EMIGRATION IN THE EIGHTIES

- By Seamus Taylor, B. Soc. Sc., M.A. -

The people of Leitrim are by now familiar with the knowledge 
that their county figures only too often as the poor statistic in 
numerous, national, social and economic analysis. In Leitrim, 
one finds the highest proportion of elderly people for any county 
in the entire country; 17.3% of the population or 1 in 6 of the 
population are over 65 years of age. You also find that Leitrim 
ranks as the county with the lowest per capital income in the 
Republic. It is also among the counties with the highest rates of 
mental hospital admissions. The list goes on and on and what I 
will be concerned with here is yet another feature or statistic in 
which Leitrim stands out and that is with regard to emigration.

Leitrim has also been among the counties with the highest 
level of emigration in times past, and it would appear that this 
trend is continuing in the present wave of mass emigration. It is 
probably a reasonable assumption to make today that there is 
no household in Leitrim that does not have a family member, 
who has emigrated in the past seven years. The scale of the 
present wave of emigration from Ireland is such that no family 
or household is likely to remain untouched by it. Yet the losing 
of family friend or relative to and through emigration is still 
experienced as A PRIVATE SORROW. We still await it 
becoming a public issue that can give vent to that sorrow and 
anger in a constructive way.

I would identify three main reasons contributing to the 
present mass wave of emigration from Ireland. These are:

1. The Economic factors;
2. The demographic factors;
3. The social and cultural factors;

Firstly, as regards the economic factors - many of us assumed 
that the Irish “Industrial Revolution" took place in the 1960’s 
under the expansionist policies of Lemass and other 
governments. At this time the I.D.A. (Industrial 
Development Authority) mushroomed and fostered a crude 
form of industrial development through courting foreign 
Multi-Nationals into the Country to locate factory' bases and 
thus part of their production process here. This development 
suited Multi-Nationals and Irish Governments alike. The 
Multi-Nationals came to Ireland, courted dissiduously by Irish 
Governments with offers of grant aid and tax concessions for a 
ten year honeymoon period. This development suited Irish 
governments in that it was an expedient and short term 
solution to Ireland’s unemployment problems. However, the 
late 1970’s and early ’80’s brought large scale recession to 
Western Europe with the consequence for Ireland of many 
Multi-Nationals pulling out their entire bases and Irish 
unemployment soaring. Ireland was left a peripheral industrial 
wasteland with many white elephant advance factories around 
the countryside. The result was that redundancies increased 
and unemployment soared. The labour market began to 
contract suddenly and drastically at a time when those wanting 
to enter it was expanding. The economy could not absorb its 
potential workforce. What happened? People began to 
emigrate.

Secondly, as regards the demographic factors contributing 
to emigration; it is now widely appreciated that Ireland’s 
population structure is typical among Western European 
Societies. We have the fastest growing youth population in 
ALL of Western Europe with approx. 50% of the population 
under twenty-five years of age. Ireland’s population began to 
increase dramatically in the baby boom years of the 60’s and 
70’s, and many of the young people born in those boom years-, 
have not yet entered the labour market. Many are still in 
school. It is estimated that the country needs to be able to 
create 35,000 new jobs per year in order to absorb these young 
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people seeking work and wanting to enter the labour 
market. The reality is that the country is not creating these jobs 
but rather is losing jobs. The result is that young people at 
school in Leitrim to-day cannot expect Ireland to be offering 
them employment opportunities. The consequences of this is 
that the years ahead are likely to be years of high emigration 
until the Irish population profile levels out and this the experts 
predict will not occur for some years to come.

THE AUTHOR

Seamus Taylor is a native of Carrick-on- 
Shannon. He was educated at Marymount 
College, Carrick-on-Shannon; University College, 
Dublin and Goldsmiths College, London 
University, and has worked for four years approx, 
as social worker at the Irish Centre in London. He 
now works for a London Local Authority, heading 
a team of Social Workers, working with the Irish 
Community.

Thirdly, as regards the social and cultural factors 
contributing to the present wave of emigration from Ireland, 
there have always been a significant number of people who 
have left Ireland for social and cultural reasons. A related 
cultural factor in the present wave of emigration is that there 
has now emerged in Ireland again a culture of emigration. 
Emigration as a life’s course has become a part of our social 
fabric once again. This is reflected in the fact that people with 
reasonably good jobs and entire families are increasingly 
leaving the country. It has almost become the “thing” to do. 
Indeed for many it is the only thing left to them to try. All of 
these factors economic, demographic and cultural are likely to 
apply to emigration from Leitrim much as any other part of the 
country. Leitrim has had its share of Multi-Nationals and 
advance factories, many have come, some have lasted whilst 
others have not. Leitrim has for years not been able to contain 
it’s population, evidence by the fact that whilst school rolls may 
have expanded in the county the population at census time 
continues to fall. This is so because emigration from Leitrim 
does not appear to have lessened even in the “boom” years of 
the 1970’s, and indeed the social and cultural reasons are as 
likely to play their part in Leitrim as elsewhere indeed if not 
more so, considering the rurality of the county.

Where does the Leitrim emigrant go and what can they 
expect upon arrival? Although there is no hard evidence to 
back it up it is presumed that in the past Irish emigrants have 
gone in the main to America and to a lesser extent to Britain; 
and that in America there are substantial Leitrim communities 
in New York, Boston and other cities. Indeed many of the 
leaders of the Irish communities in the States over the years 
have hailed from Leitrim and Cavan, (wo of the counties with 
the highest emigration to America. In contrast, significant, but 
not quite as substantial of numbers of Leitrim people have 
gone to Britain, and within Britain there are significant Leitrim 
communities, in Luton, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire as 
well as greater London and Manchester. As to whether todays 
emigrants are emigrating in similar patterns to those past, I 
cannot definitely say, but I do know that in my four years as a 
Social Worker at the Irish Centre in Camden, we dealt with
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very few Leitrim people. In fact, Leitrim was one of the 
Counties with our least number of callers. My guess would be 
that to-day’s emigrants from Leitrim is likely to do what their 
predecessors did, and that is in the main go to New York or 
Boston and to a lesser extent to the South East of England 
where there may already be relatives and friends established.

What can the Leitrim emigrant expect on arrival? It is 
impossible to answer this question for all emigrants at once. 
There are probably as many different experiences of 
emigration as there are emigrants themselves. That said, there 
are likely to be a number of common threads in their 
experience. Some people, particularly those with a trade or 
profession may have arranged a job before leaving Ireland, 
and may also have arranged accommodation, and thus their 
transition to life in Britain may be relatively uncomplicated. 
This maybe further facilitated by having friends or relatives 
already living in Britain. At the other extreme there is the 
person who leaves home with little money, no job planned and 
no accommodation arrangements made for their arrival in 
Britain. This is the person whose experience I am likely to be 
more familiar with through my work as a Social Worker with 
the Irish community in London. This person may turn up at the 
presumed “flat” of a friend in Kilburn or Holloway to discover 
that the “flat” is in fact a “squat” and there are six young Irish 
people, all with big dreams, sharing a condemned two-room 
flat in London slum.

Young Irish people often, with dreams and ambitions of 
making it big in London, end up sleeping and living in such 
conditions. Some defy the odds and the wider housing and 
unemployment problems facing London and make it and 
indeed some young Irish people make it big, but many do not. 
We are used to seeing the “successful” emigrants return to 
Ireland on annual vacation often with very visable signs of

Contrast
Carrick's old Garda Station (demolished 1985) and the new Station 
(occupied 16th March, 1985).r

material affluence on show and telling tales of how great things 
are “over the water”. They tell many tales of how they went 
and how they made it, and for the young person in Leitrim with 
few prospects of a worthwhile life at home, no wonder London 
beckons and winks at them as mediated through the eyes of 
returned friends and other emigrants, but what we do not often 
hear, is about the real hardships involved in “making” it and 
about all those who never make it. There are a substantial 
number of Irish emigrants who do not make it in London or 
elsewhere and who do not come home to tell their story. 
Would we listen if they did? I doubt it. John and Mary may go 
and make it, but what about the ten other John’s and Mary’s 
who fall by the wayside? We do not hear their story. But the 
fact of one success story told often enough to desperate 
youngsters in a decaying community is enough to perpetuate 
the myth and let them in turn fall victim to it. The result is that 
they alone must contend with the lonliness of the bed-sit in 
Kilburn or the squat in Camden Town, the Anti-Irish racism 
that no one prepared you for that occurs daily at work and the 
anonymity and coldness of the people in a culture so near and 
yet so different. All of these are real experience for to-day’s 
young Irish person leaving Leitrim for London. Yet many are 
not prepared. People respond to these difficulties in varying 
ways. The majority are adamant that there is nothing to go 
back to and however bad it is in London, at least there’s hope 
here. Others are determined to fight it and do so well; some 
others sell out on their Irishness and seek to be assimilated, 
only to discover in later years not only are they non-Irish men 
and women, they are never British. Some others respond by 
resorting to alcohol and drugs, whilst others fall victim to 
various mental health problems. How many young Irish 
people are aware before leaving London that Irish people in 
Britain have the highest mental hospital admission rates in 
that country and the highest suicide rates of an emigrant group 
in Britain. How many are aware that the Irish form a very high 
proportion of these people living on Skid Row in London. 
Very few, I would imagine. The sad reality is that some of 
to-day’s young Irish emigrants may go to reproduce these 
earlier populations of Irish emigrants on Skid Row unless 
emigration is dealt with in an honest way and planned for.

Emigration in itself in my view is neither inherently good or 
bad. It is a phenomenon at an individual level that can be both 
a positive experience for the young Irish person and the 
community they enter or it can be a wholly negative experience 
for the individual, the community they have left behind and 
that they enter. My concern is that for too many young Irish 
people for too long it has being a negative experience but a 
negative experience we hear too little about. I would contend 
that we need to open up a political and educational debate in 
every community in Ireland about and on emigration. We need 
to question what it is in our national psyce that allows 
thousands of our young people to yearly leave our country and 
county with little or no response from those left behind. 
Emigration is an unpleasant reality in Ireland today, and a 
reality that is dealt with in a manner in which we tend to deal 
with many other unpleasant aspects of life. It is dealt with by 
exclusion and silence. Instead. I feel that the only way forward 
for these considering emigration, for those leaving behind and 
for those who are already emigrants is to deal with this reality 
by inclusion and debate rather than exclusion and silence. 
Young people and indeed anyone considering emigration has a 
need and a right to basic accurate information on where they 
hope to go to and on the emigration experience itself. I feel 
that Irish authorities have an obligation to provide that 
information, but to date they have failed miserably to do so.

Perhaps governments are still afraid to offer information on 
emigration for fear of oppposition parties accusing them of 
encouraging emigration. TTie reality is that it is happening and 
happening at a level unprecedented since famine times of the 
last century. Surely it is more honest to recognise this reality 
and prepare for it adequately. With this in mind, I would place 
the following facts before anyone considering leaving home for 
Britain and in particular London and indeed these facts may 
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also be of interest for community groups and others in contact 
with young people leaving Ireland.

If you are thinking of going to London stop and think again 
and when you stop to think consider all the following.
1. There is an enormous housing problem in London. Finding 

a decent place to live in London is likely to prove your 
greatest problem upon arrival there. There is a lack of 
decent flats and bed-sit accommodation available to rent, 
and this is the type of accommodation available that is most 
suitable for the young person seeking to get established in 
London. The accommodation that is available tends to be 
very expensive. The average rent for a bed-sit for a single 
person in London at present is £40 per week and in order to 
get that bed-sit may need four weeks rent as a deposit and 
four weeks rent in advance all of which is payable before 
you move in. That is £320 “up front”. It is advisable to get a 
decent place to live before you start working. As once you 
start working it will be more difficult to find suitable 
accommodation. Also, once you start working it is 
important that you have a decent place to put down your 
head at night. If your accommodation is precarious and 
unsettled, this may spin over into your job and can on 
occasion lead to you losing your job.

If you have a friend or relative in London who has 
adequate accommodation and is willing to put you up, then 
it can be beneficial to negotiate a short term 
accommodation arrangement with them for perhaps your 
first three to six months in London. Such arrangements can 
ease your transition to life in London.

2. Once you have found a place to live that is reasonably 
secure, you can then concentrate your efforts on a job

-t*. ” _
bk)i 2ft

Rush hour in Carrick C. 1900! The Bush Hotel had a shop next to 
Harmon’s Chemists (now Kieran’s). Bennets was where Mulvey’s shop 
is now. The canopy over the door of the Bush was leaded glass and there 
is a pole for (locally generated) electricity at Hannon’s. The street is not 
concreted and there is no evidence of public lighting, though there was 
some in existance. From a Post Card by D. W. Lillie, Carrick-on- 
Shannon. (from a private collection)

search. If you have not begun such a search prior to leaving 
Ireland, there are many employment opportunities in 
London, but that said, there also is a substantial 
unemployment problem with over 200,000 unemployed. So 
if you are looking for a job you will be competing with those 
already established in London. How you will conduct your 
job search will largely depend on what type of work you are 
looking for. If you are looking for some specialised type of 
employment, you may be best advised to contact a specialist 
employment agency that deals with your trade or 
profession. There are numerous such agencies in London 
to-day dealing with such careers as engineering, computing, 
accountancy, nursing, catering and many more besides. If 
you are looking for a job in the building industry, you are 
most likely to obtain such a job through a friend or by 
informal contact or by approaching a building firm directly. 
Jobs in the building industry, while reasonable well paid, 
tend to be precarious and subject to the ever erratic 
fluctuations in the wider building industry. For a young 
Irish person on the buildings, losing a job can mean losing 
one’s accommodation a few days later, due to inability to 
meet rent monies.

A fact that needs to be borne in mind regarding all 
employment in London is that in the main salaries and 
wages tend to be lower than here in Ireland, although taxes 
are also lower. However, the lower rates of tax tend to be 
offset by the much higher accommodation costs in London.

3. One basic tip for any young person coming to London is to 
make sure that any addresses they have for friends or 
relatives whom they hope to stay with or contact are up to 
date and accurate. Only too often young people turn up at 
friends and relatives addresses to discover that they no 
longer live there. They may thus find themselves homeless.

4. It is important that young Irish people are aware of their 
entitlement to claim supplementary benefit (the dole) in 
London, as they may wish to claim it to tide them over until 
they find work. It is not very easy to get “the dole” in Britain 
despite the many myths that abound about it in Ireland. 
You need to have a birth cert or a passport to claim it, and 
preferably both or one of these forms of identification 
together with some other form of official identification such 
as driving licence or dole card etc. It can take up to two 
weeks to process your claim for supplementary benefit, so 
in the meantime you will need some money to live on. You 
are likely to obtain apprpox £26 per week basic dole and if 
you live in a B & B accommodation you can claim a limited 
board and lodgings allowance, but only for eight weeks if 
you are under twenty six years of age. If you live in a flat or 
bed-sit, you can claim housing benefit, which is an 
allowance to help pay your rent costs. However, it often 
takes many weeks for this benefit to come through and 
landlords may not be prepared to wait that long for the 
payment of the rent.

5. It is very important for those seeking employment to bring 
with them any references they may have from schools, 
colleges or previous employers. For those with a trade it is 
very important to bring your tool kit as many jobs may be 
dependent on you providing your own tool kit.

6. It is necessary to bring with you, your birth cert and or 
passport and any other forms of official identificiation you 
may have such as a dole card or driving licence.

7. It is also advisable and necessary to bring with you sufficient 
money to tide you over the initial few weeks in London, 
until you find work or obtain social security benefit. It is 
advisable that you bring as much money as possible, but it is 
now widely recommended that £600 is necessary to meet 
your accommodation costs, travel, food and other basic 
requirements in your first month in London.

8. It is also advisable to speak to those who may be in a 
position to speak honestly and frankly to you about life in 
London. You may have friends or relatives who have lived 
there in the past and they may be able to talk over the options 
with you. You could also approach your local office of FAS 
(previously National Manpower Service) who are supposed
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to be in a position to now provide all intending emigrants 
with pre-emigration advice.

9. There also are a number of other less tangible though real 
facts you may need to consider in making a decision. It is a 
fact that most people who do leave and emigrate do not 
come back to live in Ireland. This is the reality despite 
many' stating they would like to come back in the future. It 
is also a reality that there is a deep seated anti-Irish 
prejudice in British Society, and if you decide to live there 
you are going to have to contend with that. It may manifest 
itself in the seemingly innocent Irish joke or in various 
forms of institutional and indirect discrimination.

From the minute you arrive in Britain to live there, your
Irishness will be rendered problematic. You may for the first

time in your life have to take stock of what it actually means to 
you to be Irish. How confident do you feel to positively assert 
your Irishness in an often hostile environment?

In conclusion, let it be said if you consider carefully all the 
tips and pieces of information in 1 to 9 above and then decide to 
go, that you will encounter no obstacles in your transition to 
life in London. Many of the problems I have mentioned above, 
such as housing, unemployment and anti-Irish racism are 
structural in origin and often defy the best attempts of 
ambitious young Irish people to overcome them. All one can 
hope is that considering the information above, and my other 
tips picked up along the way, that they will all contribute to a 
more informed decision and prepare you a little better for what 
may be a tough battle at times.

Jamestown Agricultural Show By Pat Butler

Very Rev. Fr. Francis Doyle, first Chairperson of Jamestown Show and 
Pat Butler, Show Secretary.

A special Muintir na Tire meeting was convened at Jamestown 
National School on 15th June 1965 where it was decided to 
hold an Agricultural Show in the village.

The Chairperson at that meeting was Rev Fr Francis Doyle,
C.C., who is presently Parish Priest in Fenagh parish, and 
whose idea it was to hold the show. Upwards of twenty 
members comprised the officers and committee.

Show Day was 25th June 1965. Subcriptions were collected 
within the district as well as in towns in Leitrim and 
Roscommon.

Minutes of a meeting held after the show stated Entries 
were well up to what was expected and the standard of cattle, 
sheep and horses was very high.

Once launched, Jamestown Show never looke back, but 
rather went from strength to strength up to the present period, 
which spans almost a quarter of a century.

As the years went by the programme of events at the show 
was extended to include a very comprehensive exhibition of 
agricultural produce together with many supporting items of 
appeal to the whole family.

Some of the founder members are. thankfully, still alive on 
the Show Committee while some, regretfully, have passed to 
their eternal reward (R.I.P.).

A new team of young blood has joined the ranks to give a 
very balanced and hard working committee - both male and 
female.

The success of Jamestown Show has been largly due to the

broad base support which it has received from day one, as well 
as a single minded committee whose sustained objective is to 
improve standards year by year.

The financial contributions, the sponsorship and the show 
grounds are three vital components of any show. These have 
been very adequately catered for at Jamestown.

The committee’s thanks go out to all concerned in these 
matters.

As we approach a very important landmark in the Show’s 
history next year - its Silver Jubilee, the committee will be 
intent on making it the most noteworthy since its inception.

This should be fitting in the tercentenary year of General 
Patrick Sarsfields advance to defend the village against Col. 
Lloyd and his troops in 1689.

Very Rev. Fr. Francis Doyle being presented with a medal to mark the 
21st Jamestown Show, by Frank Keane, Chairperson. On the left is 

Catherine Taylor, Show Treasurer.

Archdeacon Ciaran Ryan, with members of Jamestown Show 
Committee.
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THE SHEEMORE DUEL
- By Des Smith -

A duel is described as a contest between two people, with 
weapons, on or over a matter of honour. Duelling, as such, was 
illegal in Britain and Ireland in the Eighteenth Century, the 
period with which we are concerned, though the interpretation 
and enforcement of the Law on the matter varied widely. As the 
Law stood at the time, the winner in a duel, could, if he killed his 
opponent, be charged with murder and sentenced to death. On 
the other hand, he could escape without confrontation at all 
with the Law. Given the attitude of the Judiciary itself— the 
members of the Bench were frequently involved in duels — as 
were prominent political figures, it is hardly surprising that the 
whole attitude to duelling was a bit ambiguous.

An unwritten set of rules had been drawn up, by, of all 
people, the Judiciary, and duels were fought strictly (by the 
Judiciary at least) in accordance with there rules.

Why the incident at Sheemore, Co. Leitrim, was ever 
referred to as a duel is hard to understand. A matter of honour 
was involved, but after that, all similarity with a duel ended.

GEORGE NUGENT REYNOLDS
George Nugent Reynolds, called “Squire Reynolds”, was a 

land owner at Letterfine. He was subsequently referred to as a 
Gentleman of Fortune. Descended from the hereditary 
Chieftains, the MacRannels, it would appear that though not 
any longer in possession of the vast estates which the tribe once 
owned, that he was a proud owner of a name which went back 
hundreds of years in Leitrim. In 1660 the family owned over 
10,000 Irish acres of land, which covered all of south Leitrim, 
part of Roscommon and part of Longford. One of his ancestors 
was Sean na gCeann (Sean of the Heads), who was notorious 
for his cruelty to his prisoners, whom he beheaded for little or 
no reason. The same Sean rid himself of criticism and 
opposition when he invited all of the leading Chiefs of Muintir 
Eolais to a banquet at Lough Scur Castle. As was customary, 
they came unarmed. Sean had his men set upon them and all 
were murdered. This way, he stifled criticism of his conversion 
to Protestantism — he being the first Reynolds to embrace that 
religion. Lough Scur Castle was built about 1570 by John 
Reynolds, who died in 1632. His grandfather, Thomas, was the 
first Reynolds to adopt that name and abandon the Irish name 
— MacRannall. This was in the reign of Elizabeth 1st and for 
this act he got the name MacRannall Galdda (the English 
MacRannall). Other members of the family held various 
positions of influence; some as Membersof Parliament; others 
as Gaolers for County Leitrim and one, Humphrey Reynolds 
was Auditor of the Courts of Ward. As with all of the great 
Irish families, the fortunes of the Reynolds family swung from 
one extreme to the other, depending on the political set-up in 
England and on the particular attitude and reaction of the 
incumbent head of the Clan at the time. In 1688-89 one 
Captain Edmond Reynolds was an MP in King James’ 
Parliament. This left him in an unhappy position when King 
James’ reign ended in that latter year.. Also in 1641, the Clan 
lost their lands when rebellion broke out but the lands were 
restored in 1677, under the “Acts of Settlement and 
Explanation”, by Charles 2nd. Lough Scur Castle had been 
abandoned by the Reynolds family by the end of the 
Eighteenth century but George Nugent Reynolds lived within 
sight of the ruined castle, at Letterfine, on the road from 
Carrick-on-Shannon to Keshcarrigan village. He was married 
with a family.

ROBERT KEON
The Keon family lived in Keonbrook House, near Kildare, 

Co. Leitrim — not far from Sheemore Hill. The family, 
descended from planters, who came in through Ulster early in 
the Eighteenth century, was established as an Irish family, 
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having been in Keonbrook (to which they gave their name) for 
several generations. From old Wills, it can be seen that they 
were distantly related to the Reynolds family and in one such 
Will a Keon beneficiary is referred to as “my dear Couzen”. At 
the time of the Sheemore Duel they farmed Keonbrook, while 
one, Robert, was an Attorney. He lived on the family farm 
with his brothers, Ambrose, Edward and William.

BACKGROUND TO THE DISPUTE
The immediate cause of the “duel” was and incident which 

took place outside the Courthouse in Carrick-on-Shannon 
during the Summer Assizes of 1786. In the presence of many 
witnesses, Robert Keon took a horse whip to Reynolds and 
either beat him with it or struck a blow. Accounts differ, but 
the result would be the same. Honour demanded that 
Reynolds challenge Keon to a duel. A peculiar feature of that 
incident was that there were present several Magistrates (who 
were responsible for Law enforcement) but none took any 
action. Any one of the Magistrates could have brought the 
parties before the Judge of the Assizes and had one or both 
bound to the peace. It is a commentary on the times that no 
Magistrate acted against either “gentleman”—it not being the 
accepted thing to bring “gentlemen” before the Courts on such 
a matter. It was to be left to the protagonists to find their own 
remedy. Reynolds, on the following day, duly set in motion the 
course which social etiquette demanded. He sent a neighbour, 
James Plunkett, to Keon, to challenge him to a duel.

On the morning of October 16th, 1786, George Nugent 
Reynolds rode from his home to the agreed place, near 
Sheemore Hill, in the townland of Morea. (This townland no 
longer appears on contemporary maps). Reynolds was 
accompanied by his servant, Patrick Brenan. Throwing the 
reins of his horse to Brenan, Reynolds vaulted over the ditch, 
knocking off his hat as he did so. He carried a small whip in one 
hand. Already at the scene were the Keons, Robert, Edward 
and Ambrose, together with some followers. Reynolds 
appeared to be in jovial mood and having replaced his hat, he 
strode towards Robert Keon.

THE“DUEL”
From this point onwards, there is confusion as to what 

transpired. Reynolds bid Keon “Good Morning” and in reply, 
it appears, that Robert Keon said to him “Damn you, you 
scoundrel (or rascal), why did you bring me here?” At that, 
Keon is alleged to have raised or lowered a pistol, which he had 
in his right hand, and fired into Reynolds’ face. The ball struck 
Reynolds over the left eye, killing him instantly. It transpired 
that not alone had Keon a pistol in his right hand — he also had 
one in his left hand and was holding both up close to the sides 
of his face. This would be contrary to every rule of duelling and 
perhaps gives an insight into the state of Keon’s mind. It 
doesn’t say much for Reynolds’ common sense, in that he 
didn’t sense danger. With Reynolds dead at his feet, Keon 
stood over the body for a few seconds but did not make any 
attempt to ascertain if he could render any assistance. Plunkett, 
who was near at hand, jumped on his horse and at the urging of 
her servant, Luke Ternan, fled the scene. In his flight, Plunkett 
either saw or imagined that he saw someone pursuing him. He 
had taken an unloaded pistol from Ternan and he stopped to 
charge it. Like Reynolds, Plunkett also had come unarmed to 
the scene, but had put a few balls in his pockets. (This pistol 
was likely the one which was to be used by Reynolds. I base this 
conclusion on the fact that it was unloaded but must have 
contained powder, as it would be virtually impossible for 
Plunkett to load powder into the weapon on horseback).

The foul deed done, Keon fled the scene and later went on 
the run. He was arrested in County Sligo some weeks later. 
The Law was now about to take its course.
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THE TRIAL STARTS
On March 23, 1787, Robert Keon and others were brought 

before the Grand Jury at Carrick-on-Shannon Assizes. The 
Grand Jury returned “a true bill”, whereon Robert Keon was 
charged with murder and the others with aiding and abetting. 
Brought before the Bench, they pleaded not guilty. As only 15 
jurors answered their names, a panel could not be picked and 
accordingly the trial was adjourned to the next sitting of the 
Assizes. For their absence, each juror was fined the (then 
enormous) sum of £50.00 and the High Sheriff, whose 
responsibility it was to provide a jury, was fined £500.00.

When one considers the straight forward nature of the case, 
it is hard to understand why the circus which followed was 
necessary. At Carrick-on-Shannon Assizes the Crown was 
represented by John Nesbit, Solicitor and he had five Counsel 
to assist in prosecuting the case. These were G. S. Williams, 
K.C., James Kirwan, K.C., John Geoghegan, K.C., George J. 
Brown, K.C. and George Moore, K.C. The Keons and their 
associates had John Kelly, Solicitor with no less than thirteen 
Counsel. The two best known were Ulick Burke, K.C. and 
John Blosset, K.C. On the Bench were the Rt. Hon. James 
Fitzgerald, Second Sergeant at Law and the Rt. Hon. John 
Toler, Third Sergeant at Law.

Robert Keon was remanded in custody while the remainder 
were given bail.

As the case was causing much excitement in Leitrim, the 
Attorney General, the Rt. Hon. John Fitzgibbon, applied to 
have the trial transferred to Dublin.

This was a remarkable request, as it was proposed to have a 
Leitrim jury in Dublin. One can only conclude that the 
decision had far more to do with public order that with a fair 
trial.

The trial was duly transferred to Dublin, in spite of attempts 
by the defence to prevent it, on the grounds of the ill-health of

Robert Keon. It was brought to the notice of the Court that 
Robert had “dropsical tendencies” and that Ambrose suffered 
from indigestion and loss of appetite. There was no medical 
evidence to support the application.

The Grand Jury in Carrick-on-Shannon was made up from 
local Leitrim “gentry”, with Thomas Tennison as Foreman. 
The others were the Rt. Hon. Owen Wynne, William Parsons 
Percy, James Johnston, Richard Cunningham, Thomas 
Dickson, Patrick Carter, Thomas Tennision (Jun.), Lancelot 
Lawder, John Johnson, Johntson Morton, John Crofton, 
Richard Irwin. William Shanley, John Cullen, George Percy, 
Duke Crofton, John Carleton, Robert Johnston, Connolly 
Coen and John O’Brien.

On Friday, 10 November, 1787 Robert Keon and Ambrose 
Keon were brought before the bar at Green Street 
Courthouse. The High Sheriff. John Peyton, had his home 
work done this time and 242 jurors answered their names. An 
application was made to have the case adjourned to the next 
sittings on account of the ill feeling against Robert Keon. On 
the night before ballads were sung in the streets of Dublin, 
holding him up to odium and in which he was compared to 
Cain, the slayer of Abel. The Presiding Judge, Lord Earlsfort, 
refused the application on the grounds that it might be difficult 
to get so many jurors up to Dublin again. Earlsfort, later to 
become Lord Clonmel, was no stranger to duelling having 
fought more duels than any other member of the Bench. 
Called “Copper-faced Jack” on account of his facial hue, he 
was no adornment to the Bench and was described, among 
other things, by his fellows, as arrogant, greedy, over-bearing, 
unscrupulous, rude and given to the use of vulgar language. He 
had with him on the Bench Mr. Justice Sir Samuel Bradstreet, 
Mr. Justice Henn and Mr. Justice Bennett. The day was spent 
in selecting a Jury and the case was then adjourned to the 
following day.
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The Crown case was opened on the following day by Mr. 
Duquerry, K.C. (yet another set of Counsels had been 
retained to appear in Green Street — as distinct from those 
who originally appeared in Carrick-on-Shannon). Duquerry 
outlined the case to the jury. In his address, for some reason 
unknown to me, he left out the incident with the whip, which 
originally caused the whole affair, referring instead to “some 
injury suffered by Reynolds, which he would not undertake to 
mention”. He said that it would be proven that both principals 
and their friends had agreed that no balls would be used and 
that the pistols would be charged with powder only and that the 
sham duel would be gone through for appearance sake only.

The first witness for the Crown was James Plunket, who said 
that Robert Keon had a pistol in each hand; that his brothers 
Edward and Ambrose, had a case of pistols each; that the 
Keons were on foot and he went on to describe going to Keon’s 
house the night before to get them to agree to the sham duel. 
Only one brother, Edward, was agreeable and the others, who 
were drinking punch, said that Robert was ill-used by 
Reynolds. The real cause of the dispute now came to light. 
Reynolds had written a letter to Keon’s mother, advising her 
not to employ her son as her agent. (Apparently “agent” 
meant solicitor). In this letter, he called Robert Keon a 
“Breacknock” (this term is hard to understand and could be 
either “English” or “a spy”). He belittled Keon and wrote that 
the agent was worthy of the client and the client worthy of the 
agent. Regardless of all this, it was more or less agreed 
between the parties that the pistols wouldn’t be loaded. 
Plunket went over that agreement with Edward, in the 
presence of Robert, whose only comment was “Do as you 
please”. Again, on the fatal morning, Plunkett reminded 
Robert Keon of the previous evening’s agreement. Reynolds’ 
servant, Patrick Brenan, was the next witness. Brenan swore 
that no attempt was made by Reynolds to strike Keon with his 
whip. That ended the Crown case. No medical evidence was 
mentioned.

Six witnesses came forward for the Defence. Two, Lawrence 
Shanly and Patrick Donnelly, said that Reynolds struck Keon 
three or four times with his whip and that the weapon went off 
(accidentally) after the blows. A third witness, Christopher 
Dillon, a Barber, said that he couldn’t remember Reynolds 
“making any declaration about Keon” (he ‘conveniently 
forgot’ that he had heard Reynolds say something about or 
utter a threat about Keon). Francis Moran, the fourth witness, 
said that Keon had two pistols and that Reynolds shook the 
whip at Keon and then struck him with it “twice, across the 
head”. The fifth witness, Myles Keon, whose Grandfather’s 
uncle was Keon’s Great-Grandfather, swore that he heard 
Reynolds make threats to “ill use Keon and to horse whip 
him”. Reynolds, he said wasn’t a coward and was only beaten 
once before, by a Col. St. George. He (Myles) said that he 
prevented the Keons from beating Reynolds more severely at 
Carrick-on-Shannon.

The last defence witness was a brother of Keons — William. 
He said that he had heard Reynolds say that he (Reynolds) had 
to bring Keon to account (for the incident at Carrick-on- 
Shannon) and that he had been advised by Plunket that he 
wasn’t to “meet” him until he (Robert Keon) had struck him. 
(Again!).

The summing up by Lord Earlsfort was short. He made 
reference to Keon’s lack of concern when Reynolds fell at his 
feet. He also advised the Jury that they could bring in a verdict 
of murder, manslaughter or not guilty, depending on who they 
believed.

THE VERDICT
It took the Jury only 15 minutes to reach a verdict — “Guilty 

of Murder”, against Robert Keon. All that remained now was 
the sentence.

Keon, who was attended in the dock throughout the trial, by 
a Clergyman, didn’t make any reply when the verdict was read 
to him. Owing to several legal technicalities, the cases against 
the other four defendants weren’t proceeded with and there is 
no record to indicate if they were ever brought before a court 
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again. With Ambrose and Edward Keon were Patrick Carty, 
(described as a “Yeoman”) and Michael Mullarkey. The 
addresses of all five was Morea. The twelve “good Leitrim 
men”, in the Judge’s words, who heard the case were John 
Gore, John King, William Philips, Carret (Garret?) Tyrell, 
Lewis Aljeo, John Lowe, Simon Armstrong, Glavoe (?) 
Moore, Robert Atkinson, Thomas Treanor, Samuel Crawford 
and John Ball.

THE SENTENCE
It was now 31 January, 1788. The trial had been adjourned 

time and time again, for legal argument and for other reasons. 
Lord Earlsfort (who doesn’t appear to have donned a black 
cap) remarked that “in Ireland, murder is regarded (in Law) 
the same as High Treason”. He sentenced Keon to be taken 
back to where he had been kept and on the 16 of the month 
following to be hanged, drawn and quartered. On 16 February, 
1788, Robert Keon was hanged, taken down before death; 
while still alive he was disembowled, beheaded and his body 
was then quartered.

So ended the life of Robert Keon.
It is hard to understand the actions and motives of both 

parties. Reynolds, when told of the agreement to use powder 
only, said to Plunket to be careful of the Keons. This indicates 
that he distrusted them. Yet, he went into a field, unarmed, to 
where three Keons had, between them, six pistols. It is also 
hard to understand Keon’s motive in going through the 
charade of a duel, just to murder Reynolds. It would appear 
that plans were made on the previous night, over some drinks, 
and in Plunkett’s absence, to go armed to the field and finish 
off Reynolds. Reynolds was naive, to say the least, to approach 
Keon unarmed. No one would accept the story of the 
witnesses that he beat Keon with his whip and Keon carrying 
two pistols.

A cairn did mark the spot of the shooting but this has been 
moved. Keonbrook House still stands, no longer in the hands 
of that family. The remains of the Reynolds home can be seen 
on the left hand side of the road from Letterfine Cross to 
Keshcarrigan village. He is buried with his ancestors in 
Fenagh.

Sources:
a—The Dictionary of National Biography.

b—Anecdotes of the Connaught Circuit by Oliver J. Burke, 
A.B.,T.C.D. (1885).

c—Notes on the MacRannals of Leitrim and their Country: 
being introductory to a Diary of James Reynolds, Lough 
Scur, County Leitrim for the Years 1658 to 1660 by Rev. 
Charles Meehan, C.C. (a Paper read on March 29th, 1904 
at the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland).

d—Report to the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland by George 
Joseph Browne, Barrister at Law, dated 18th February, 
1788.

e—The Ardagh & Clonmacnois Diocesan Journal, 1946.

Official Opening of Kilnagross National School - 1961.
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“Hay-making”
M. Moreton R.I.P., H. Molloy, J. Dunne, S. Moreton, John Feely 
R.I.P.

Ill
The Late Mrs. Rose Ann Guckian and the Late Mrs. M. A. Doran of 
Sheffield.

Photo taken 1960.

The Flynn family, Kilnagross - 1900.A younger Bill Farrell — prominent Parish personality

The Last Fair on the street of Leitrim - 20th Feb. 1963.
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LEITRIM CASTLE — IT’S HISTORY

LEITRIM CASTLE: Last Stronghold 
of the O’Rourkes of Breifne

-by Jim McIntyre, B.A. -
Any resident of Leitrim Village will tell you that County 

Leitrim takes its name from his or her home town, and that in 
the old days the O’Ruaircs, Kings of Breifne had a fortress 
there. The story of Leitrim Castle is not just of local interest 
because it is the story of the downfall of the Kingdom of Breifne 
and the defeat of the ancient Gaelic social and cultural system. 
Breifne also played a part in the stuggle between England and 
Spain, the two great world powers of the late 16th century. 
After the Irish forces, led by Hugh O’Neill, were crushed at 
Kinsale in 1602, Leitrim was the last Irish castle to resist and 
was finally taken by the English in 1603.

During the reign of Elizabeth 1, from 1570 onwards, the 
English crown made its first serious attempt to impose full 
control on the province of Connacht. Before this time the 
English claimed sovereignty over the whole of Ireland but in 
Connacht the great Gaelic chieftains ruled entirely free from 
English interference. The O’Ruaircs of Breifne (1) were the 
fiercest opponents of English rule in Connacht. From 1581 on, 
the castle at Leitrim became the main base of the O’Ruaircs’ 
long guerilla struggle against the forces of Elizabeth and James 
1. Some historians have accused the O’Ruaircs of cowardice 
for refusing to face the English in open battle. But considering 
the vastly superior resource and technology of the enemy, hit- 
and-run was surely their most effective tactic. In this way the 
O’Ruaircs and their allies achieved some notable successes 
against the English and were able to resist against all odds right 
up to 1603. Those writers who describe the O’Ruaircs as blood
thirsty are correct but their English opponents and the other 
Irish chiefs were all just as ruthless. The O’Ruaircs also 
deserve credit for their bravery in 1588 when they sheltered the 
survivors of the Spanish Armada.

Leitrim Castle was not designed as a stronghold against the 
English. It was built by the King of Breifne, Brian Ballach Mor 
O’Ruairc in 1540. At that time the Gaelic chieftains ruled in 
much the same way as they had done for centuries. The ancient 
royal families of Connacht included the MacDiarmada, kings 
of Moyloug (North Roscommon) whose seat was at Lough Ce, 
and the O’Ruaircs of Breifne, whose traditional seat was at 
Dromahaire. These kings exacted taxes from their subject 
clans, who were very often powerful chiefs in their own right. 
Clans like the MacRannaills (Reynolds) had to pay a levy to 
the O’Ruaircs and were expected to provide troops when the 
King of Breifne went on an expedition of “hosting”.

Impression of Leitrim Castle (based on Rockfleet Castle, County Mayo 
and rains at Newtown, Lough Gill). The basic design was a strong 

square central tower with added walls.
— J.McI.

THE AUTHOR
jim McIntyre was born in London. Both his parents are I
Irish and his mother, formerly Peggy Gray, hails from 

Leitrim Village.
Jim, who is a Teacher, holds a B.A. from York University.

Unfortunately, there is little in the way of information about 
the daily life of ordinary farmers in 16th Century Breifne (2) 
but we can get a good picture of the lifestyle of the Irish 
chieftains. The main activity of the Gaelic princes was raiding 
the lands of neighbouring clans to bring back booty and 
hostages. The remaining time was spent in feasting at the 
chiefs’ halls. They were also lavish patrons of poetry in the 
Irish language and of the Church.

Aodh MacGabhrain’s bawdy poem “Plearaca na Ruarcach 
(O’Rourke’s feast), set to music by O’Carolan, gives us a taste 
of the atmosphere at Leitrim Castle when the Christmas 
celebrations get out of hand!
“The sons of O’Rourke were all solid in slumber

When they first heard the rattle and bang of the band
They leapt out of bed without even an Ave

And fondled the women on every hand ....
O High King of Heaven! but you should have seen them 

When their bellies were filled with the maddening drink
Then the knives were drawn out with a flashing and stabbing 

And the long staves were whacking as quick as a wink.
‘Who raised the alarm!’ bellowed one of the clergy

Jumping out of his seat with a threatening roar . . .
But the fighters had gone beyond blessing or reason 

So under the table they threw the bold friar.
And the Guardian and brothers who thought to assist him 

Were dumped on their bellies on top of the fire!
‘While we were in Rome to receive Holy Orders 

With blessings of Popes and of Bishops galore
’Twas little we thought we’d be frying like potatoes 

On top of the fire beyond in Sheemore!”
This song describes the Christmas celebrations held by Brian 

Na Murtha O’Ruairc (Brian of the Ramparts) in the 1580s. All 
writers ascribe the setting as the Great Hall of Dromahaire but 
the reference to Sheemore in the last line shows that the feast 
actually took place at Leitrim Castle. Also, we know that 
Dromahaire Castle was demolished in 1581(3).

Although O’Rourke’s Fest’ shows that the O'Ruaric clan 
could have a healthy disrepect for the clergy they were also 
great patrons of learning and of the Church. The kings of 
Breifne were the main benefactors of the renowned seat -of 
learning at Fenagh. In 1508 Owen O’Ruairc and his wife 
Margaret founded the Franciscan Abbey at Creevelea, 
Dromahaire. In the year 1516, Owen ordered Tadhg 
O’Rodaigh and Muirgius O’Maelchonaire (Mulconroy) to 
make a copy of St. Caillin’s writings; this is now known as the 
Book of Fenagh. Brian Ballach Mor, the man who built 
Leitrim Castle in 1540, commissioned a magnificent cover for 
the shrine of St. Caillin of Fenagh. This shrine, made of fine 
metal and decorated with precious stones and scrollwork can 
be seen in the Diocesan Museum at St. Mel’s Cathedral, 
Longford.

So, the last kings of Breifne did have interests apart from 
fighting and drinking but the second half of the 16th century 
was a time when “might was right”. Connacht was devastated 
by violent power struggles, not only between the Irish princes 
and the English, but also by feuds among the Chieftains 
themselves. If a Gaelic chief had sufficient armed force he 
would impose his lordship on another clan and lifelong allies 
might plunder each other’s strongholds. When the English
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came to enforce their claim to Connacht in the 1570’s they took 
advantage of these divisions between the Irish chieftains. 
Leitrim Castle was built by Brian Ballach M6r O’Ruairc in 
1540 because of the feuds between the Irish clans. The castle 
was designed to enforce O’Ruaircs’ lordship over the 
MacRannail clan of Muintir Eoluis (South Leitrim) and to 
separate them from their traditional allies, the MacDiarmadas 
of Magh Luirg (Moylurg, North Roscommon). In the 11th 
century the O’Ruarics had come North and overthrown the 
MacRannaills, kings of Muintir Eoluis. From then on the 
MacRannaills became a subject clan but they often rebelled 
against O’Ruairc rule. The castle at Leitrim was built to 
subdue the MacRannaills on land forcibly taken from the clan.

The Annals of Loch Ce describe the building of the Castle: 
“A.D. 1540. The castle at Liath Druim was erected this year by 
O’Rourke” i.e. by Brian, the son of Owen O’Rourke, 
although great wars were waged against him on all sides, viz: 
from Magh Lurg and from Muintir Eoluis and from Breffni 
O’Reilly and some of the men of Breifne were at war with him 
also”. The MacDiarmadas, the O’Rahillighs of East Breifne 
(Cavan) and especially the MacRannaills, all wished to stop 
O’Ruairc building a castle which he could use as a base for 
attacks on their territory.

Brian Ballach Mor chose a very strong site for his castle, on 
the Eastern bank of the Shannon near the upper limit of its 
navigation at Battlebridge. The wide river protected the castle 
from the South or the West and the junction with the Leitrim 
river was an extra barrier to the East. Any assailant from the 
North would have to surmount the natural defences of Loch 
Allen and Sliabh-an-Iarainn, they would also have to endure 
the mountains to the North and West. The castle was built at a 
place called Liath Drium, the grey hill ridge, in Muintir Eoluis 
in MacRannaill’s territory. There was probably an early 
MacRannaill castle on the site because the Annals of Loch Cd 
for 1530 describe a defeat for O’Donnell: “ . . . about the 
castle of Liath Druim”. Leitrim Castle was situated on some of 
the best land in Breifne, an area of ancient settlement. By 
tradition, Battlebridge, on the Keadue road was the place 
where the Tuatha De Dannan won a great victory over the Fir 
Bolg around 1900 b.c. On Sheemore there are three ancient 
passage tombs which date from 2,500 b.c. (4). Leitrim was also 
close to the ancient church at Kiltoghert. The families 
associated with Kiltoghert were O’Maelmhiadhaigh 
(Mulveys), MacGiolla-Ghuala (Gilhooly), and above all the 
Morans who lived at Mong Hill. The Morans were hereditary 
guardians of the house of hospitality at Kiltoghert. This was 
the Teach Aoidh, where travellers, the old and the sick were 

« given food and shelter. We can see the importance of 
hospitality because the Morans were granted 4 quarters (480 
Irish acres) at Kiltoghert by the O’Ruaircs purely to maintain 
the Teach Aoidh. Leitrim was also on the road to the great 
centre of learning at Fenagh. At this time the sites of Carrick- 
on-Shannon and Jamestown were just fords on the river. Both 
towns were only established after 1603 by the English crown (5).

As English forces intruded into Breifne in the late 1570s, 
Leitrim Castle took on ever greater importance as the 
O’Ruairc’s main stronghold against the English forces. During 
it’s short lifespan, from 1540 to 1603, the castle was the scene of 
much bloodshed and was lost several times by the O’Ruaircs. 
The two kings of Breifne, who led the resistance to England 
rule, were Brian Na Murtha (of the ramparts) who ruled from 
1566-91 and his son Brian Og Na Samhthach (“Brian of the 
Battleaxes”), who ruled as last King of Breifne from 1501- 
1604. The disunity among the clans and their lack of resources 
meant that the Irish princes had little chance of holding off 
any concerted onslaught by the English. On several occasions, 
Brian Na Murtha was forced to abandon Leitrim Castle. The 
English state papers for 1580 record that as soon as Brian heard 
of the approach of Sir Nicholas Malby with a large army he 
demolished his castle at Leitrim and “retired to the woods and 
fastnesses of his country”. In the mountainous country above 
Sliabh-an-Iarainn the English found it difficult to pursue 
O’Ruairc and his forces were able to harass the Queen’s army. 
The English forces were superior in numbers but O’Ruairc had

The cover on the Shrine of St. Caillin
an advantage in his knowledge of the countryside and the 
ability of his gallowglasses to survive the difficult climate and 
terrain. The hills and woods of Breifne were O’Ruairc’s best 
allies. In a tone that reminds us of the Retreat from Moscow, 
Sir Henry Wallop writes to his superior Lord Burghley: “Hard 
hap in entering the rebels fastnesses. Gout in both 
feet . . . Inconvenience of the clothing sent. The mantle, linen 
cloth, frieze and brogue of Ireland would serve the soldiers 
well”.

Brian Na Murtha demolished his castles at Newtown, Lough 
Gill and at Dromahaire in 1581 so that they could not be used 
by the English. From this date O’Ruairc concentrated on the 
defence of Leitrim because his other castles were too close to 
the garrison town of Sligo. Brian Og adopted similar tactics to 
his father but was able to hold Leitrim Castle from 1593-1603 
and achieved significant victories in the field. As long as 
O’Ruairc retained his independence he was a threat to English 
plans and the crown could not move against the powerful 
princes of Ulster, O’Donnell and O’Neill. Breifne was the 
western “Gap of the North” where Scots mercenary troops 
entered Connacht looking for employment. Both Brian Na 
Murtha and his son Brian Og hired Scots gallowglasses to 
strengthen their armies. The local names Gallogly, MacCabe, 
MacLoughlin, MacMorrice and Tieman all come from these 
Scots gallowglasses (6).

As an all-out war was expensive the English crown sought to 
neutralise the O’Ruairc’s with a mixture of threats, bribes and 
promises and by exploiting the divisions among the Gaelic 
chieftains. Queen Elizabeth and her closest advisers discussed 
what they could do about O’Ruairc. In the 1570s the English 
crown and gentry were looking for new opportunities abroad 
and English traders were coming into conflict with Spanish 
interests. The ‘pacification’ of Gaelic Ireland would (1) Secure 
English possessions in the Pale; (2) Open up new lands and 
property for the Crown, nobility and gentry; (3) Extend the 
Protestant Reformation to the whole of Ireland. The 
completion of this strategy became more urgent with the 
growing threat of Spanish power from the 1580s and the 
challenge of the Nine Years' War when many Irish chiefs 
united against English power. Brian Na Murtha was hated by 
the English Privy Council because he was considered the 
proudest of the Irish princes and because he sheltered the 
survivors of the Spanish Armada. Brian Og was the last chief to 
submit and both the O’Ruaircs and Breifne were taught a 
terrible lesson by the English in 1603.

The English were assisted in their aims by the fueding among 
the Gaelic chiefs. The English did all they could to aggravate 
these divisions. One example of this policy is the story of the 
MacRannaills clan w'ho used the arrival of the English to 
renounce the lordship of the O’Ruaircs. The MacRannaills 
anglicised their name to Reynolds and became important 
native allies of the English in the subjection of Connacht. Sir 
John Reynolds was a notorious member of this clan, his castle 
was at Lough Scur where he had a prison on one of the islands 
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known as the Driny Dungeon. He is reputed to have forced 
prisoners to walk into the lake and was known as Sean na 
gCeann (of the heads) because of his cruelty (7). The English 
even benefitted from the violent feuds with the O'Ruairc clan. 
During the 16th century there were bitter struggles over the 
succession to the throne of Breifne. Five of Brian Na Murtha’s 
brothers died violently before he could become King of 
Breifne. Two of these killings took place at Leitrim Castle. In 
1560 Owen O’Ruairc was murdered and in 1564 Aedh Gallda, 
King of Breifne was killed “at Leitrim by his own people”. In 
the 1590s the English adopted Tadhg O’Ruairc as their 
candidate for the throne of Breifne as a weapon against Brian
Og.

The first English intervention in Breifne came in 1578 when 
Sir Nicholas Malby captured Leitrim Castle. Brian Na Murtha 
had refused to join an expedition against the O’Donnells so 
Malby decided to punish him. Tadhg O’Ruairc was briefly 
installed by the English at Leitrim but Brian swore loyalty to 
the Queen, was knighted and received his castle back. These 
were the first fruits in Breifne of the more aggressive English 
policy of the 1570s.

The first English governor of Connacht, Sir Edward Fitton, 
took up office in 1569. Two years earlier the English had built a 
bridge across the Shannon at Athlone, this was to become the 
centre of the English military and administration in Connacht. 
Later on, garrisons wwere established at Sligo, Roscommon 
and Boyle. Sir Henry Sidney, head of the colonial government 
in Ireland, planned to gain control of Conmnacht in three 
stages: (a) Divide the Province into counties and force the 
chiefs to accept Sheriffs and English law; (b) The chiefs were to 
surrender their lands, swear loyalty to the Crown and then 
receive their land back by grant of the Queen; (c) Irish law and 
tenure was abolished, all lands were to decend to the eldest 

son. This programme was a comprehensive attack on the 
power of the Gaelic princes, who mounted a sporadic resistance 
right up to 1603. In 1574 Deputy Sydney had to admit that 
Breifne lay completely beyond the authority of the Crown. The 
county Leitrim was only drawn up as an English shire in 1583 
and did not become a reality until after the fall of the O’Ruaircs 
in 1603. By 1574 most of the Connacht chieftains had 
submitted to the Crown but O'Ruairc refused. In 1576 
O’Ruairc finally “came in” but this did not affect his attitude to 
the Crown. On several occasions Brian Na Murtha and Brian 
Og made formal submissions to the Queen but still continued 
to organise resistance with the aid of their Scots gallowglasses.

In 1578 Sir Nicholas Malby stormed Leitrim Castle and the 
following year Brian’s brother, Conbrather, a Franciscan 
Friar, was hanged by the English. In the Spring of 1580, Brian 
Na Murtha, made an alliance with the O’Donnell and rose up 
against the Queen. With the aid of 500 gallowglasses O’Ruairc 
plundered Magh Luirg, Muintair Airt, the Annally and as far 
south as Lis-da-lon, near Athlone, where Brian killed half a 
company of Malby’s soldiers. In August of that year Malby 
marched against O’Ruairc with 1500 men. Brian na Murtha 
demolished his castle at Leitrim and “sent his women and 
people away over the summit of Sliabh-an-Iarain”. O’Ruairc 
retreated to the hills with 1200 men.

The English increased their control in 1585 by means of the 
Composition of Connacht. This was a document which 
effectively signed away the authority of the Irish princes.

TYRANNY OF GOVERNOR BINGHAM
Sir Richard Bingham became governor of Connacht in 1584. 

According to the Annals of the Four Masters “all he did not 
hang, he set at war with himself and the Queen”. The chiefs of 
Breifne, The O’Ruaircs and their subject clans the 
MacRannaills, the MacFlannchada (MacClancy of Dartry), 
the MacKennawes of Inishmielry and the MacGaurans of, 
Tullyhaw were all ordered to pay a yearly rate of 10/- (50p) per 
quarter (240 English acres). The final clause of the composition 
was the most offensive to the Gaelic chiefs: “All Irish 
authorities and jurisdictions hitherto exercised by the said 
chieftains, together with . . . the customary division of 
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lands . . . shall be henceforth utterly abolished ... in 
O’Rourke’s country”. This document led to 20 years of war in 
Connacht.

Brian Na Murtha ignored the Composition from the start 
and refused to pay the Queen’s rent. He was joined by his 
chiefs, MacClancy and MacGduran. MacClancy of Dartry was 
O’Ruairc’s strongest ally against the English. In 1586 Sir 
Richard Bingham wrote to his superior, Deputy Perrot for 
permission to attack O’Ruairc, MacClancy and MacGauran to 
force them to pay the Composition rent. Bingham had a 
reputation for cruelty so he promised Perrot that he would act 
with ‘discretion’.

At Christmas 1587, Brian Na Murtha held his celebrations at 
Leitrim, O’Donovan states that “O’Rourke’s Feast” describes 
this occasion. There are several acccounts of a pageant when 
O’Ruairc and his gallowglasses were said to have abused an 
effigy of Queen Elizabeth during the feast. Bingham marched 
against O’Ruairc to avenge the insult in Spring 1588.

In the Autumn of 1588, the shattered remnant of the 
Armada limped home to Spain. 20 Spanish ships were wrecked 
off the Irish coast with the loss of over 9,000 lives. By late 1588 
there were hundreds of survivors of the shipwrecks in the West 
of Ireland. In reality, these men were refugees but in the 
English imagination there was the nightmare of an alliance 
between the Catholic Spaniards and the turbulent Gaels of 
Connacht. Bingham acted with his usual severity. He decreed 
that all Spaniards were to be executed and anyone sheltering 
them would also be hanged. O’Ruairc and MacClancy defied 
Bingham and offered sanctuary to the Spaniards. As a result, 
they suffered the wrath of the English. Francisco De Cuellar, 
captain of the Spanish galleon ‘San Pedro’ wrecked off 
Streedagh in September 1588, wrote an account of his 
adventures in the Kingdom of Breifne. Despite their 
generosity to him, De Cuellar did not have too high an opinion 
of his hosts. He describes ‘Senor de Reurque’ in this way: 
“Although this man is a savage he is a very good Christian and 
an enemy of heretics, always carrying on war with them”. De 
Cuellar also gives an account of the Siege of Rossclogher 
Castle when 9 Spaniards held the castle against an English 
army of 1800! Phillip 11, King of Spain wrote to Brian Na 
Murtha to thank him for protecting the Spaniards. All of 
Connacht was in revolt by April 1589, partly because of 
Bingham’s cruel treatment of the Spaniards.

By this time, Brian Na Murtha had an able lieutenant in his 
son, Brian Og. He had been given an English education at 
Oxford but returned to Breifne after 4 years of study. 
Following the execution of Brian Na Murtha in 1591, the 
English stamped out the rising in Connacht. They were 
determined to defeat the O’Ruaircs for good. Bingham 
marched on Breifne with the support of many native chiefs. 
Many members of the clans, MacRannaill, MacEoin, Mulvey, 
Shanley and Moran received Royal Pardons in 1590, because 
they had fought with Elizabeth’s army. Brian Na Murtha, with 
few allies left, fled to Scotland where he threw himself on the 
mercy of James VI. The future King of England handed him 
straight over to Elizabeth. O’Ruairc was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London and tried for treason. Brian had no hope of 
mercy because of his record as a rebel, the story of his abuse of 
the Queen’s effigy, and because he had refused to hand over 
the Spaniards. Brian Na Murtha was proud to the last, he 
refused to recognise the court and he scorned the apostate 
Archbishop of Cashel, Miler McGrath, who came to give him 
the last rites. Brian Na Murtha was hanged in public at Tyburn, 
London on November 3,1591.

Bingham appeared to have succeeded at last in defeating 
O’Ruairc, the greatest obstacle to English plans in Connacht. 
Brian Og was ‘on the run’ along the Fermanagh border with a 
force of only 80 men. All of the Connacht chiefs had submitted 
to the crown and Brian Og was friendless, penniless and forced 
out to the margins of Breifne. During 1591-2 Bingham and 
Deputy Fitzwilliam launched a drive to anglicize Breifne but 
their plans in Connacht were overtaken by the ‘avalanche of 
rebellion which swept into the province from 1593 onwards”. 
As early as 1592, Brian Og was once again a menace to English
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power. Brian Og was nicknamed ‘Na Samhthach’ (‘Brian of 
the Battleaxes’) because of his skill with the weapon. With the 
help of the Spaniards, Brian trained his gallowglasses on the 
Plain of Fahymore, beside Kiltoghert cemetery. Although 
Brian Og lacked the wealth and military resources of his father 
he achieved far greater victories against the English. Brian Og 
was able to do this because of his alliance with the powerful 
Ulster princes, O’Donnell of Tir Connell and O’Neill of Tir 
Eoghain.

After their success in Connacht in 1590, the English next 
turned their attention to Ulster. By 1592, the English had 
placed a chain of garrisons across the Ulster frontier at Newry, 
Monaghan, Cavan, Sligo and Ballyshannon. The Irish 
chieftains O’Donnell, Maguire and O’Ruairc formed a 
defensive alliance against this new threat. There were joined 
soon after by O’Neill. This alliance formed the basis of the 
great challenge to English rule known as the Nine Years’ War 
(1593-1602). O’Neill’s power reached a peak in 1600, when he 
controlled nearly all Ireland, but his hopes were dashed at 
.Kinsalc in 1602. O’Ruairc was largely dependant on Red Hugh 
O’Donnell and Hugh Maguire of Fermanagh for finance and 
troops. Despite thc small numbers of Brian Og’s own forces, his 
was an important contribution. Brian Og was able to pin down 
Bingham and Clifford in Connacht so they could not attack the 
rebel heartlands in Ulster. Brian Og Ruairc was responsible 
for the first and last actions of the Nine Years' War. In 1593, 
O’Ruairc and Maguire raided Bingham’s H.Q. at Ballymote. 
In March 1603, thc last Irish chiefs to surrender, Brian Og 
O’Ruairc, Donal O’Sullivan Beare and Richard Tyrell made 
their final stand at Leitrim Castle.

During thc Nine Years’ War thc issue of religion became a 
point of unity for thc Irish chiefs. Catholic bishops such as 
Edmund MacGduran, Primate of Armagh and James O’Hely, 
of Tuam played a leading role on the Irish side. Throughout 
Ireland, churches and abbeys were destroyed and Catholic 
priests had to go in disguise. Fr. Gallogly claims there were no 
religious motive for O’Ruaire’s rebellion on the grounds that

there was no persecution in Breifne. But it is clear from De 
Cuellar’s account that the Church in Breifne had already been 
driven underground in 1588. De Cuellar describes meeting 
priests and Bishops in disguise, seeing burnt out churches and 
being attacked by ‘Lutherans’ in Breifne. Bishop MacGauran 
was a member of O’Ruaire’s subject clan from Tullyhaw. He 
was the main link between the Irish chiefs and Phillip II of 
Spain. Bishop MacGauran was killed at a battle in Tulsk in 
1593. By tradition Edmund MacGduran’s head is buried in 
Kiltoghert cemetery.

Hugh O’Neill gave up all pretence of loyalty to the crown in 
1595 and spread his rebellion to the four corners of Ireland. 
Bingham’s conquest of Connacht was completely undone as 
Red Hugh O’Donnell plundered the length of the province. 
The chiefs of Connacht rallied to his banner. The Queen’s 
advisers were worried at the expense of a war which had cost 
over£lm. pounds by 1599. There were lengthy periods of truce 
when the Royal Treasury held back from further costs. In 1596 
the Irish asked for Spanish aid. A ship did arrive in May but 
there were no substantial supplies until Kinsale in 1602 and by 
then it was too late. Phillip II of Spain wrote to Brian Og: “It is 
so noble a work to fight for the Catholic faith ... you who in 
the defence of God’s cause have laboured so well”. The 
Spanish were slow to act and English fears of an invasion were 
exaggerated.

All of Connacht was under O’Donnell’s control when the 
new governor, Sir Conyers Clifford, took office in 1597. 
Clifford sought a military victory but unlike Bingham he 
wanted to persuade the rebels to come over to the Queen. He 
saw that Brian Og was the key to the whole of Connacht 
because his defection would destroy O’Donnell’s power in the 
province and open the road to Ulster. Clifford promised Brian 
Og that the crown would recognise his title to Breifne if he 
recognised the Queen’s authority. In 1598, Brian Og agreed 
but after 4 months he rejoined the rebels because the English 
had continued to support his rival, Tadhg O’Ruairc.

Just as O’Ruairc rejoined the alliance of the Irish princes in 
June 1598, Hugh O’Neill swept south into Cavan and the Pale. 
The provinces of Ulster. Leinster and Connacht were in revolt 
and two of O’Neill’s best generals, Owen McRory Moore and 
Captain Richard Tyrell were carrying the war into Munster. 
Many now spoke of O’Neill as King of Ireland. Governor 
Clifford’s time in Connacht ended in disaster. His army was 
routed by O’Donnell and Brian Og at Sheegorey Hill on 15th 
August 1599. O’Ruairc only had a small force of 140 infantry 
but his role in the Battle of the Curlews was decisive. When the 
English saw O’Ruaire’s gallowglasses charging at them down 
the hill, their ranks broke and they fled all the way back to 
Boyle. O’Sullivan Beare describes Clifford’s army as 2,500 
strong, the English state papers give a figure of 1700 of which a 
third were killed. Governor Clifford was killed trying to rally 
his troops outside Boyle. Brian Og cut off Clifford’s head and 
sent the grisly trophy to O’Connor, Sligo. O’Connor promptly 
decided to join the rising. Brian Og might have done this as 
revenge for the execution of his father.

By Spring 1600, O’Neill was at the height of his power. Only 
a small area around Dublin remained under English control 
but the arrival of Lord Mountjoy as Deputy altered the balance 
of forces. Mountjoy’s weapons were war, famine and the old 
policy of divide and rule. During 1601, the English forces 
regained control and many chiefs defected from O'Neill. 
When the Spanish fleet finally landed at Kinsale, in late 1601, it 
already seemed too late for the Irish forces who had fought 
since 1593 but were now demorallised by Mountjoy’s 
offensive.

O’Neill and O’Donnell decided to march south to link up 
with the Spanish. Brian Og marched from Ballymote with the 
O'Donnell. Their long march was in vain because the Irish and 
Spanish armies were crushed by Mountjoy_at Kinsale on 23rd 
December 1601. It was the end of O’Neill’s great challenge to 
English power in Ireland. Mountjoy and Carew launched a 
swift campaign to mop up the remaining centres of resistance.

For Brian Og, Kinsale was a double disaster. Tadgh had 
proclaimed himself Lord of Breifne and Brian Og marched 

Page 23

Leitrim Local Studies



north to defend his title. Leitrim Castle provided refuge for 
two of the best fighters on the Irish side, Donal O’Sullivan 
Beare and Richard Tyrell. The story of O’Sullivan Beare’s 
winter march from Glengarrif to Leitrim has been told many 
times. After a forced march of 235 miles in 14 days, only 35 
arrived at Leitrim of the 1,000 that had started out. Mountjov’s 
policy of sword and famine was having a devastating effect. 
The Englishman Moryson wrote that no sight was more 
frequent than that of a corpse lying in a ditch with grass stains 
around the mouth. By January 1603, the alliance of the Irish 
princes had broken up.

O’Sullivan Beare’s “Historia Catholica” recounts two 
events at Leitrim. O’Sullivan’s arrival and the fall of the castle 
in March 1603. The description of Leitrim Castle is of a large 
fortress visible from a long distance. The renovated section of 
wall at Cryan’s (former barracks), gives an idea of the strength 
of the castle. The wall is 12 foot high, the central tower 
probably stood on the site of the old barracks. Where the canal 
and the Shannon meet you can see stonework which was part 
of the outer defences. Brian Og continued to resist at Leitrim 
because he had no prospect of a Royal Pardon. O’Sullivan 
Beare marched north, only to find that O’Neill had submitted 
to the Queen. O’Sullivan returned to play his part in the final 
defence of Leitrim Castle.

Mountjoy ordered Sir Oliver Lambert, governor of 
Connacht, to march against O’Ruairc. Mountjoy wanted to tell 
the new king, James, that Ireland was cleared of the last rebels. 
Lambert marched from Athlone with 3,000 men, while two 
other armies converged on Leitrim from Sligo and Longford. 
Lambert’s army marched to the south side of the Shannon, 
opposite Leitrim Castle. During the 13th night of the siege 
Bostock, an English captain, crossed the river with 300 men. 
Bostock hid with his men in the chapel at Gleann-na-Mochairt; 
after 6 days O’Ruairc tracked down Bostock and killed him. 
Brian Og had the upper hand but when Tadhg O’Ruairc 
arrived with an army from the North, Brian abandoned his 
castle at Leitrim. In April 1603 Brian Og retired to Ross-Iriala 
friary, Galway. He died'less than a year later, aged 35.

Sir Oliver Lambert systematically destroyed Leitrim Castle 
because any symbol of O’Ruairc power could become a focus 
for future rebellions. Letrim Castle was the scene of one more 
battle in Easter 1920. At that time, Leitrim R.I.C. barracks 
stood on the site of the old castle. It is an irony of history that 
an ancestor of the O’Ruaircs, Captain Joe Nangle, led the 
attack on the barracks. The South Leitrim Brigade of the 
I.R.A. captured the barracks, burned and dynamited it. Joe 
Nangle and his comrades were probably unaware that they 
were finishing the demolition of Leitrim Castle begun by 
Lambert in 1603.

NOTES
(1) Breifne. In this article we are interested in Breifne 

O’Ruairc or West Breifne as opposed to Breifne O’Reilly. 
Breifne O’Ruairc in the 16th century included parts of Sligo, 
Cavan and Fermanagh as well as the whole of Leitrim. See Fr. 
Domhnall Mag Ghalldglaigh “Brian of the Ramparts” p. 59 in 
BREIFNE magazine 1962.

(2) “Captain Cuellar’s Adventures in Connacht and Ulster 
A.D. 1588” reprinted by Sligo Council in 1988. Also Fr. D. 
Mac Ghalldglaigh - “Leitrim 1600-41” in BREIFNE 1971.

(3) Pledracha na Ruarcach by Aodh Mac Gdbhrain 
translated by James N. Healy in “Ballads from the Pubs of 
Ireland” Mercier Press. Donal O’Sullivan O’Carolan P 119. 
122.

(4) An Foras Forbartha “Reports on Monuments of 
Archaeological Interest in Co. Leitrim”.

(5) M. O’Faolain “Episodes from the History of County 
Leitrim”. Volume 1, p. 17-18.

(6) Fr. D. Mac Ghalloglaigh “Brian of the Ramparts”, p. 51 
note 5. See note 1 above.

(7) For the MacRannaills see O’Faolain note 5 above and 
Rev. Joseph Meehan. Journal R.H.S.A.I. 1904.

(8) Joe Nangle of Cornaroy, Drumshanbo was a son of 
Katherine O’Rourke, Mount Allen. The author’s 
grandmother, Gertrude Gray of Leitrim Village, was Joe 
Nangle’s sister.

Kiltoghert School -1919

Back row: L. Reynolds, M. Morrison, K. Morrison, N. Flynn, M. O’Brien R.I.P., A Ward R.I.P., L. Carty R.I.P., J. Murphy, A. Moreton, 
F. McKeon, L. Morrison R.I.P., W. Mahon, R.I.P., L. Costello R.I.P., M. Morrison, M. Mahon, E. J. Beirne, T. Flynn R.I.P., S. Crowley, 
M. McKeon, T. Harris, M. Harris, J. Goldrick, K. Crowley, S. Crowley, R. McWeeney, J. Goldrick, J. Flynn, M. Flynn, M. Crowley, B. 
Flynn, M. J. McWeeney,
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Kiltoghert Fife and Drum Band -1910-1912

*ii» ti
,«■■■■< *1 
■■■■■» j
(■■■■■■r i !«■■■■

c c

Back row: Patrick Reilly, Drumgowna; John Morrison; Michael Brien, Corlona; Matt Earley; Janies Mulvey, Ballinwing; Tom McWeeney, 
Sheemore; Bernard Goldrick, Gowel. Middle row: C. Gralton; W. Farrell, Gowel; J. P. Farrell, Deravera, Michael Guckian, Kiltoghert; John 
Guckian, Gowel; John McNulty, Gowel; W. Guckian, Kiltoghert; j. Crowley, Mong. Front row: J. FarreU, Kiltoghert; A. Earley; Michael 
Guickian, Annaghearley; T. Keaveney, Ballinwing; T. Feeney, Drumnadubber; Joe Lynch, BaUinwing; P. FarreU, BaUinwing; John 
Morrison, Corlona; Jack Doyle, Carrickslavin. Seated: T. Farrell, Gowel; John Mulvey, Drumnadubber; John Harris, Drumnadubber.

The first Whitney born in Port - Patrick Noel - 1933.
Kathleen Mulvey (nee Nangle), Gertrude Gray (nee Nangle), Annie 
Nangle (Leitrim). Photo taken 1922.
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Carrick-on-Shannon Show Committee -1936

Back row: E. Moroney, T. Devine (Co. Leitrim Horticulture Instructor), J.F. O’Sullivan, F. Meehan, C. Flynn, L. Duignan, M. Beirne. Front 
row: A.E. Carter, W. Mulhern, J.A. Kiernan, P. Dunne, T. Maher, T. Flynn.

Mong - Pre-Juggernaut Age. Kiltoghert School - 1950.
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Leitrim National School -1948

Back row, left to right: Bill McWeeney, Sheamus Whitney, Shane McWeeney, Michael O’Brien, Gus O’Brien, Dennis O’Brien. Second row, 
left to right: Mary Jo Nerney, holding Ann Marie Henry, Chris Mullaney, Margaret Gill, Mollie Gray, Teresa Reynolds, Helen O’Rourke, 
Angela Brennan. Chris Grav. Carmel Rvan, holding Breege Henry. Third row, left to right: Kittv O’Brien, the late Maura Gunning R.I.P.. 
Joan Brennan, Mary Eardley, holding her sister Lily Eardley, Marie Donnellan, Patricia Brennan, Ann Nerney, Eva Gray, Nora Ryan, two 
Donnellan boys at end. Fourth row, left to right: Pauric Gunning, Joe Eardley, Kevin Reynolds, Francis Brennan, J. P. Earley, Vincent 
McGourty, Johnny Dunne. Sitting in front: Willie Reynolds, Mick McWeeney, A. Whitney, Tommy Padden, A. O’Rourke, A. Mulvihill, 
Tommy Nerney, A. Whitney, A. Mulvihill, A. McWeeney, Johnny Gray.

Rita Simpson’s (now Mrs. Joe Lowe) Farewell Party: Dunne’s Lounge - 1958.

Back row: The late B. Lowe, IL Mathews, L. Gaffney, late Alan Dunne, M. Gaffney, P. Heeran, P. Smith, the late Pat (Maxie) Hamilton, late 
Paddy Dillon, J. Edwards, the late Tommy Morahan, G. RafTerty. Second row: D. Harney, the late Capt. McNabola. P. Boyle, M. Keaney, 
P. Barrett, J. Gilroy, C. Keaney, M. Fox, M. Goode, S. Neenan. First row: K. Gray, A. Dunne. Mr, and Mrs. J. Lowe, the late Laddie

O'Sullivan.
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Confirmation Day Carrick - 25th May 1930.

John Crowley, Kiltoghert, and grandchildren - 1953.

First Holy Communion in Leitrim 1960

Flynn’s of “Tonnagh” - 1929.

Left: Dan Feely, Raymond Lynch, Regina Keaveny, Bridgie Gill, 
Pauline Brennan, Elizabeth Molloy, Noel Moran, with their teacher
The Late Mrs. Eileen Cryan (R.I.P)
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Carrick-on-Shannon Battalion F.C.A. -1954

Occasion: Western Command Championships. Date: 1954. Where Taken: Finner Camp.

Front row, from left: P. Duignan, O. Lee, W. J. Farrell, J. J. Guckian, C. Egan, P. Duignan, C. Keane, C. Fagin, A. Malone, J. Ainsworth, 
G. J. Gaffney. Second row, from left: S. Quinn, J. J. White, A. White, A. Foley, M. O’Brien, M. O’Connor, D. Noone, J. Guckian, S. Gill, 
N. Quinlan. Third row, from left: J. Dunne, D. Sheehan, E. Mulvey, unidentified, Michael Moreton R.I.P., A. White, J. Kilkenny, A. 
Sheehan. Fourth row, from left: P. Hamilton, A. White, P. Foley, T. Mannion, J. Moran R.I.P., P. Cull, J. Hardigan.

Leitrim National School 1950.
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THE SHEEMORE AMBUSH
By LIAM KEANE

At the North East of the Parish of Kiltoghert adjacent to 
Gowel rises the hill of Sheemore. Many events of historical 
interest have taken place in the shadow of this picturesque 
landmark. Towards the conclusion of the War of 
Independence, an event of some significance happened here 
on the 4th March, 1921. Known as the Sheemore Ambush it 
was the result of good intelligence work by local Republicans, 
coupled with some fast action by a group of the No. 1. Column 
South Leitrim Brigade of the IRA.

Fr O'Reilly, the curate in Gowel, was particularly friendly 
towards the volunteers. It was believed by the authorities that, 
men on the run were likely to attend the First Friday Mass at 

the church where they would be welcomed by a sympathic 
priest. This situation favoured exploiting the suspicions of the 
RIC and an IRA intelligence officer, Joseph Leyland, 
succeeded in passing false information to Sergt. Gallagher of 
the RIC., giving him to believe that a raid on Gowel Church on 
the First Friday would be worthwhile. Sergeant Gallagher had 
a reputation for moderation and when he enquired from local 
people as to Mass time in Gowel, some considered it a friendly
tip-off to the volunteers of the raid.

Active Volunteers like Joe Nangle took a different view and 
he succeeded in mobilising a small group of the South Leitrim 
Brigade, in an effort to attack any military convoy travelling to 
or from Gowel. At dawn on Friday the 4th March, eight men 
slipped quietly through the woods of Keonbrook and onto the 
ambush position on Sheemore. Brigadier Sean Mitchell was in

command of the group. The others were - Charles E. 
McGoohan, Ballinamore; Michael Geoghegan, Aghacashel; 
Michael Martin, Ballinamore; Joe Nangle, Drumshanbo; 
Harry McKeon, Edenmore, Kildare. Six carried rifles for 
which they had twenty five rounds of ammunition each. The six 
riflemen positioned themsleves in shallow dugouts behind a 
low stone wall.

They were looking down directly on the road from 
Drumliffen Cross to Doonaverrin on the main Carrick road. 
The range to any vehicle would be 200 - 250 yds. approx.

Under the command of Lieut. E.C. Wison, three Crossley 
tenders manned by soldiers of the Bedfordshire regiment plus 
R.I.C. surrounded Gowel Church during Mass that morning. 
They made a thorough search but nothing was found, and no 
arrests were made. Before they moved off back to Carrick-on- 
Shannon, the officer in charge of the convoy plucked a bunch 
of daffodils from the Church grounds. Meanwhile the 
volunteers of the South Leitrim Brigade from their positions 
high over the caves of Sheemore calmly awaited their return.

Fire was opened when the lorries came directly opposite on 
the road below. The IRA Group included some noted 
marksmen. The lorries which were travelling slowly stopped 
and the occupants dived for cover. They had no idea as to the 
exact location of the firing party on the hill. A number of 
casualties occurred while the soldiers were vacating the lorries. 
One had the seat of his pants shot away. The Volunteers 
continued rapid fire for fifteen minutes. A flanking movement 
by Lieut. Wilson and seven British soldiers was cut short when

Taken on Sheemore after Mass - 15th August 1980.
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Wilson who was scanning the wood with binoculars - was shot 
through the head. Private Groves, who assisted him, was shot 
in the arm.

The Ambush Group were by now running short of 
ammunition. They were not numerous or well armed enough 
to push the attack in an effort to overpower and capture the 
convoy. They had suffered no casualties. The engagement had 
gone on forty five minutes. Then the IRA ceased fire and 
made a quick withdrawal through Gowel to the house of James 
McHugh, in the townland of Attymanus, where they were 
treated for minor bruises. Considerable courage was shown by 
Miss Early from Effernagh who went back to the Ambush site 
to collect a handkerchief which might be of use to tracker dog 
handlers.

Meanwhile back on the road a Sergeant of the Bedfordshire 
was trying to organise the convoy for the return to Carrick-on- 
Shannon. He loaded the casualties onto the forward lorry, 
and, in the immediate area, took a local man as hostage, to 
insure a safe journey back to Barracks. There was intense 
military activity around Sheemore that day; houses were 
searched, people questioned and locals beaten up. More 
serious reprisals such as burnings etc. were prevented by the 
intervention of Sergt. Gallagher R.I.C., Carrick-on-Shannon.

This brief engagement on the 4th March, 1921 at Sheemore 
was the most successful carried out during the “Fight for 
Freedom” in County Leitrim.

Carrick-on-Shannon Regatta & 
Rowing Club

By Mike Joe Mahon

This year the century and half old Carrick-on-Shannon 
Regatta was held on July 31st. Traditionally, this great aquatic 
event was held on the first Monday in August (Bank Holiday 
Monday). In 1893 the date fixed for the Regatta was July 18th, 
but because of incessant rain and storm, the races had to be 
cancelled. Added to this was the failure of the railway company 
to get the boats belonging to the Dublin Clubs to Carrick-on- 
Shannon in time. The new date fixed was August 5th. This was 
the first time that the Regatta was held on the August Bank 
Holiday - and it had continued to be held on this date until 1988.

Boat races in those early days were mainly for pleasure boats 
and turf-cots. The best crews came from Cleheen, Cootehall. 
Ballinafad, Rock O’Doon, Carnado and Drumsna. The 
outrigger or modern racing boat was not introduced until 
around 1850. The first Clubs with such boats to come to 
Carrick-on-Shannon were Dolphin, Dublin University, 
Neptune, Dodder and Trinity College.

Around 1901 the organising committee introduced races for 
sailing boats confined to members of the newly formed North 
Shannon Yacht Club. In the first race the prize was a solid 
silver cup. These races were divided into two classes, one for 
open boats and one for half-decked craft. On the day of the 
Regatta in 1912. Mr James Shaw Notley of Derrybrack, 
Dromod, was drowned - when his yacht capsized while on his 
way to compete in the Regatta. His yacht was a large half
decked craft named ‘The Wild Rose’. Also around 1912 a new 
trend crept into boat racing, with the outboard engine 
becoming more available to boat owners. For several years the 
Regatta programme included competitions for these type of 
boats. Indeed one sports writer of the time noted “Motor boat 
racing is the boat racing of the future, and the other forms will 
just fade away”.

In 1889, the Regatta was held under the auspices of the 
G A A. The Midland and Great Western Railway Company ran 
special excursion trains from Dublin, Sligo and 
Ballaghaderreen, and in later years our own Cavan and 
Leitrim Railway Companies ran excursion trains from 
Bclturbet, through Ballinamore, Mohill to join the main line at 
Dromod. A first class return ticket from Adoon-Gorvagh cost 
less than three shillings (15p).

Regatta Day, 1988. Photo D. S.
Most crews from Carrick-on-Shannon Rowing Club 

competed at Regattas around the country. The Maiden Fours 
Championship of Ireland was won by a Carrick-on-Shannon 
crew competing at the Dublin Metropolian Regatta held at 
Ringsend, Dublin on the 4th July, 1919. The crew were - John 
Dunne, Bow; M. McGowan 2, James Cummins 3, T. 
McGowan Snr., and John Morahan, Cox. This was the only 
‘All Ireland’ won by the Club until 1972.

There was no Regatta held during the years 1920, 21,22, 23 
and 1924, as Ireland was in a state of turmoil. The Club Boats 
and Boat Houses were burned to the ground by the infamous 
‘Black and Tans’. Rebuilding the boat-houses commenced in 
1923, when new boats had to be purchased and the Regatta was 
revived on the 3rd August, 1925.

Tragedy again hit the Club in May 1933 when a Senior Four 
Crew out on a practice row got into difficulties when their boat 
took water and sank, resulting in the loss of three young men - 
William McNutt, Carrick-on-Shannon; Guard P. Connolly, 
Oughterard, Co. Galway and Paddy Rooney, Keenaghan, 
Carrick-on-Shannon. The survivors were George Rogan, since 
deceased and Paddy Harvey, Carrick-on-Shannon, who is now 
the only surviving member of the crew.

The Carrick-on-Shannon Club days’ of glory began in 
earnest in 1969, when after years of dedicated rowing himself, 
Aiden Nangle introduced School Girl Rowing. They reached a 
high enough standard to be able to compete at Bedford 
International Regatta in England in 1969 and again in 1970 and 
1971. These young girls who were all under the age of 14 in 
1969 reached the finals on all occasions in Bedford.

This crew then broke up - but out of it came Mary Reynolds 
who then took up Single Sculling. She went on to win the Irish 
Girls Championship in 1972. She also won the Silver Medal at 
the Home Countries Regatta, in Nottingham in the same year. 
She took the Gold in Nottingham in 1973 and 1974.

One of the best crews ever to come out of the Club was a 
Girls Coxed Four, again trained by Nangle who were unbeaten 
at seven Irish Regattas during the year 1975. They went on to 
win the Under 18 Championship at Bedford, Home Countries 
Regatta.

One of the best known International Scullers of the ’70’s and 
’80’s was another Nangle prodigy, this time Frances Cryan won 
her first ‘All Ireland Championship’ in 1976. She successfully 
defended and held the title for the next 11 years. Surely this 
must be an all-time Irish record, maybe a World record. 
Frances went on to represent Ireland in 1980 Moscow 
Olympics where she finished 7th - giving a very creditable 
performance in her boat ‘Leitrim’.
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St. Mary’s Football Team -1947.

T. Keane, Jack Smallhorn, Bro. Sylvester, Kevin Clinton, Mick Gaffney, Bro. Gerard, Bernie Murray, George O’Toole, Conor Keaney, Eugene 
Phelim. Front: Paddy Dolan, Freddie Moran, Jim Scott, Eddie Brett, Ging Duignan, Billy Callaghan, Tommie O’Riordan.

St. Joseph’s -1953

Back row: S. McWeeney, P. Guckian, J. McDonagh, S. Whitney R.I.P., S. Gill, W.J. McWeeney, P.J. Ryan R.I.P., N. Whitney, J. Shanley, 
J. Guckian (trainer). Front row: S. Reynolds, Fr. S. Flynn, P. Guckian, J. Clyne, J. Doran, S. Clyne R.I.P., G. Guckian.

Carrick-on-Shannon G.A.A Team — Leitrim Senior Champions 1958.

Back row, left to right: Bertie Hennigan, John Murray, Jim Noone, Connie McMahon, Paddy Gorman, Michael Gaffney, Con Bunce,Peter 
O’Donnell, Jim McGovern, George O’Toole (Capt.), Pat Barrett, Jim Scott. Front row: Kevin Leonard, Noel Mulhern, Josie Murray, Jimmy 
Mulvey, Leo Hennigan, Tommy Mulvey, John Joe Noone, Conor Keaney, Sean McCarrick, Tommy O’Riordan, Patsy Boyle.
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Sheemore Cross

— By Patricia Molloy.

At a representative meeting held in Leitrim Village in the 
Autumn of 1950, it was unanimously agreed that a Cross, 
commemorating the Holy Year and the Definition of the 
Dogma of the Assumption be erected on the Hill of 
Sheemore. The late Joseph M. Mooney is credited with the 
idea.

To obtain the necessary financial support, it was agreed, 
with the sanction of the respective Parish Priests, that 
collections be taken up in the Parishes of Kiltoghert, Kiltubrid, 
Mohill, Annaduff, Murhaun (Drumshanbo), Gortletteragh, 
Aughavas, Cloone, Bornacoola, Foxfield and Kilronan. The 
districts being collected transcended all diocesan boundaries, 
the idea being that all people living in areas from which the 
proposed Cross could be viewed, should be given the 
opportunity to contribute to the cost of its erection. The 
Committee also appealed to all Leitrim-born people 
throughout Ireland, England and the United States, to be 
associated with the project.

For the record here are the officers of the original Sheemore 
Holy Year Memorial Committee: President - Ven Archdeacon 
P. Donohue, P.P. V.F.; Chairman - William Farrell, 
Ballinwing, Leitrim; Joint Secretaries - Joe Mooney, 
Drumshanbo and John James Guckian, Fawn, Leitrim P.O.; 
Joint Treasurers - Willie Nerney and Vincie Donnellan, 
Leitrim Town. As succeeding months passed by, many more 
names were to be added to this active and energetic group of 
people. Monthly meetings were held in an efficient and 
business-like manner. Plans for the proposed memorial were 
drawn up by Danny Mitchell, who was to be the Consultant 
Engineer on the project. The erection of the Cross was put up 
for public tender, and the contract was secured by Mr Frank 
McWeeney, of Hartley, Carrick-on-Shannon; the figure being 
£300.00. The tender was accepted on April 23rd, 1951.

The Church Gate Collection was taken up on Sunday, 26th 
November 1950, and in the Carrick-on-Shannon Collection 
Book some interesting facts came to light. The collectors for 
Carrick-on-Shannon were Paul Mulvey, Willie Mulhern, Tom 
Lyons, Willie Cox, (all deceased. R.I.P.). First name on the 
list was Archdeacon Donohue with £5.00 (a tidy sum in those 
days), to be followed by Thomas O’Riordan with 3 shillings 
(15p). The average figure donated was half-a-crown (12’/2p). 
One clear but puzzling entry shows the name John E. 
McGarry, OBE. By August of the following year, the amount 
collected was £291.00; this included a subscription of 25 dollars 
from the Auxiliary Bishop of Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A.; 
Most Rev Dr. J.A. McNulty, one of 50 dollars from Leitrim 
People’s Association (per Mr P. Dolan, Secretary), and£10.00 
from the owner of Sheemore, Mr Patrick Keaveny. The date 
for the unveilling and blessing of the Cross was fixed for 
September 30th, 1951 and meantime work on the construction 
of the monument went ahead. The materials required in the 
construction of the Cross presented a problem, as they had to 
be transported up the steep slopes of the Hill on foot and by 
donkey and sleigh.

The Official Blessing and Unveiling on Sunday 30th 
September, 1951 was to be performed by Ven. Archdeacon 
Donohue, P.P., V.F., Parish Priest of Kiltoghert. Bishop 
MacNamee was unable to attend the function and sent a letter 
of apology. On that day the late Archdeacon was approaching 
his eightieth year, but he still insisted on making the climb up 
the steep slopes of the Hill unaided. Some who made the 
ascent that day still remember the Archdeacon's feat, and 
recall that he looked the picture of health making the climb. 
The Kilturbid Pipe Band also climbed to the Cross, and played 
on the summit of the Hill, while a Choir, under the direction of 
Rev. Fr. Woods C.C. also took part in the ceremonies.

Sheemore Hill and Cross

By 1958, the Sheemore Holy Year Cross was being floodlit 
intermittently, thanks to the advent of rural electrification and 
the steadfastness of the Sheemore Cross Committee. The 
permanent lighting of the Cross was providing a serious 
problem. However, by 1966, this problem was solved, thanks 
to the generosity of Leitrim-born Patrick Beirne, a native of 
Corlona, Drumsna, with an address at Palm Beach, Florida. 
USA; who had emigrated to the United States some forty years 
before, was a retired manager of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company of New York, and had paid several visits 
home. He paid for the lighting of the Cross for approx. 7 
years. Then a local committee was set up to deal with financing 
the cost of lighting.

In 1980 the first Mass was held on Sheemore to celebrate the 
anniversary of the visit of Pope John Paul 11 in Ireland. In 
conjunction with the Mass, a concert was held and 
refreshments were served.

The celebration of Mass on Sheemore has continued 
annually in the month of August, and it is always a memorable 
occasion for all the family. Sheemore Cross is a monument and 
a symbol of the faith and fortitude of all the people of Leitrim, 
and a credit to all who helped to make it a reality.

Leitrim Town Development Association -1977

Second Row, back: P. Doherty, W. Farrell, S. Rourke, J. W. Carthy 
R.I.P., G. Donnellan, Leo Gibbons, Joe Earley, Joe Malone, A. 
Johnson.
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LIAM O’SCEALLAIN
Liam O’Sceallain was born in 1876 in Ardloughler, Gowel. 

Keenly interested in all aspects of rural Irish life, he was 
educated in the local National School.

He contributed regularly to the “Observer” all his life and 
died in 1963.

In Memoriam
On the death of the late Mrs Katie McWeeney, Drumliffin, 
Kildare, Co. Leitrim, who departed this life on May 23rd, 1955 
R.I.P.

Katie McWeeney.

I hope your soul dwells happily among the chosen few,
Your husband and your family, still deeply mourn for you, 
Your brothers dear - away and here, your brothers whom you 
loved,
And kind relations, far and near, their heartfelt sorrow 
proved.
Your neighbours, whom you loved so dear,
Upon your burial day, in many hundreds did appear,
Their last respects to pay, and many a sigh and sob were shed, 
And many a prayer was raised to Heaven,
As you took your lonely bed.
Small wonder at their sobs and sighs, and at the tears they 
shed,
Or, at the prayers raised to the skies, for you, who now is dead, 
For often, at the dead of night - away from your respose, 
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Like a ‘Guardian Angel’ in its flight, You, from your bed 
arose.
You were proven to be a first class nurse, you were a doctor, 
too,
T’was no addition to your purse, the course you did pursue, 
Your time and work and good advice, were given free always, 
You waited for the better price, When God, your works would 
weigh.
Yours was a good and saintly life, no enemy had you,
You were a good and faithful wife, a mother kind and true, 
God strengthen those you left below, their heavy grief to bear, 
Much weeping is not good, we know, t’is better say a prayer.

Liam Sceallain, Ardloher, June 1955.

An Invitation to Tourists
O Tourist when a visit to, this lovely land you pay,
Remember Leitrim’s scenes are grand, as any on your way, 
From Derrycarne’s placid lake, where roll the wavelets blue, 
Along the lovely Shannon banks, your pleasing paths pursue. 
Drumsna, fair sport, and Jamestown fair,
Both known as Leitrim’s pride, two beautiful twin villages, 
Down by the Shannon’s side, though less than half a mile 
apart,
Two bridges stand between, You’ll cross the lordly river twice, 
Neath boughs of gold and green.
Fair Belmont with its verdant lawns, that slant down to the 
streams,
When roaming in its sunny glades. You’d think you were 
adream,
Mountcampbell stretching at its side, Will next attract your 
view,
Its sylvan beauty is admired by all who pass it through. 
Beyond the stream in Charlestown, That beautiful demesne, 
With its mansion fine and grounds well stocked,
With various kinds of game, its newly laid plantation,
You will be pleased to see, which promises a big asset,
To our national forestry.
Amid the pines that seem to guard, old Jamestown Abbey 
lone,
O’Beirnes mansion rises like, some fairy princes home,
The lovely grounds attached there to, are charming to behold, 
With the river circling round its wealth, of scenery untold. 
Before the village you by-pass, you see the historic arch, 
Where Sarsfield and his cavalry, passed through when on the 
march,
The ancient battery on top, where artillery was manned,
To check the onrush of the foe, when war swept through the 
land.
In Carrick, as you pass it through, direct your gaze a while,
On beautiful St. Mary’s Church, that rich and holy pile,
The Marist Convent on the hill, whose schools are winning 
fame,
Where holy Sisters earnestly, their many pupils train.
In Caldra, Port and Hartley, you’ll scenic beauty see,
When roving through their woodland wild, Elated you will be, 
And as towards Leitrim you advance, perhaps at close of day, 
Sheemore and Mong will stand you near, to guard you on your 
way.
Though Leitrim is a village small, ’tis pretty, just the same, 

’Tis worthy, by its pleasing site, to bear thc county’s name, 
The emerald banks of the canal, that runs its centre through. 
And fair Drumhierney’s shady groves, are pretty scenes to 
view.
O, Tourist, think not I am fit, to tell the praises due,
To these dear scenes along the banks, of Shannon’s water blue, 
A writer gifted and refined, alone could well portray,
The beauty spots I’ve pointed out, in this, my simply lay.

Liam O’Sceallain.
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ST. MARY’S

St. Mary’s was the brainchild of Canon Fitzgerald who 
ministered in the parish from 1872 to his death in 1879. He 
recognised the pressing need for a new church as the place of 
worship for the faithful was a small chapel erected in 1807 
at the rear of St. George’s Church and approached from the 
Priests’ Lane. An appeal for funds made in 1873 brought in 
£2,100 and the building got underway. The building was in the 
final stages of construction when it was almost entirely 
wrecked by a storm in January 1875 after £4,000 had already 
been spent on it. Undaunted by this disaster, Canon Fitzgerald 
proceeded with the re-erection. Generous subscriptions 
poured in including one from Cardinal Cullen for £30. The re
erection cost a futher £4,000. The elegant tower that now 
graces the church was completed in 1925 at a cost of £6,000 
during the ministry of Canon O’Reilly (1915 - 1932). The organ 
was installed in 1926, and in 1927 the beautiful stained glass 
sanctuary window was erected as gift from the Bishop, Most 
Rcvd. Dr. Hoare, who was P.P. in Kiltoghert from 1887 to 
1895.

A chalice and a large canvas painting to be seen in the 
sacristy are worthy of mention. The solid silver chalice, a relic 
of the later Penal Days bears the inscription “Ecclesia Sacri 
Cardi, Jamestown, F.J. Reynolds fe fiere fecit pro nepote Suo 
D.P. Reynolds, Ora pro eo. An. Do. 1776”. It can be gathered 
from a free translation of this inscription that this chalice was 
presented to the Church of the Sacred Heart, Jamestown in 
1776 by a F. J. Reynolds in memory of his nephew, D. P. 
Reynolds.

The large canvas painting of the Nativity by Plagemann was 
originally presented to St. George’s Church in 1837 by C.

Manners St. George. This painting has been removed and is 
now in the Convent.

The donors of the much admired stained glass windows now 
long deceased, go ndeana Dia trocaire orthu, were James 
Kelly, Mrs McCann, John Fox and daughter, Mary Brennan, 
John Gallagher, Thomas Barrett, N.J. Tunney, Mrs McCann, 
Mrs McDermott, Miss Barrett, Dr. P.K. Kiernan, Owen 
Coyne and children of John Fox.

The sand blasting of the cut stone outer walls, the tasteful 
carrying out of desirable improvements to its precincts, and the 
artistic re-styling of its interior in conformity with the modem 
rite singles out St. Mary’s as one of the finest and most 
beautiful parochial churches in the diocese. All this has been 
done (in recent years) under the direction and guidance of the 
Parish Priest, Very Rev. Canon Ryan and in accordance with 
the wishes of His Lordship, Most Revd. Dr Cathal Daly, 
Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois.

CARRICK
I will not walk these roads of pain
I will turn back to youth again;
‘Tis full sunlight, though past the noon,
The night will not come very soon,
And if you haste, we may lie down
Before sunset in Carrick town.
O brothers, sisters, come with me,
The old house still stand there, you see;
My little red-haired Tories, come,
For none can shut the door of home;
We’re safe before the sun goes down,
And sleep is sweet in Carrick town.
O, hide, me, Carrick, shut me in,
Here in your little streets begin
Again for me the young surprise
Of life, give back the eager eyes,
The bounding hearts, the hands that clung,
The song our comrade voices sung.
See our own window set on high,
To catch the wonder of the sky;
Come, Brown Eyes, Blue Eyes, Curly Head,
O come, my living, come, my dead.
O, Death, how did you find the way,
You tread so certainly to-day?
No bigger than a bulrush, I,
Beside the rushy Shannon cry;
There are no children on the shore,
The singing vocies sing no more,
The sea draws all her rivers, down,
And love has sailed from Carrick town.
Susan L. Mitchell.
Susan Langstaff Mitchell was born in Carrick-on-Shannon in 
what is now the PMPA Insurance Office, in St. George’s 
Terrace in 1866. She moved to Dublin and then to Birr, Co. 
Offaly, her father’s home town. In later years, she was Sub 
Editor of the “Irish Homestead” and then the “Irish 
Statesman". She was a friend of J.B. Yeats and “AE”. She died 
in 1926.

Boys National School, Carrick-on-Shannon - 1948-49.
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Kiltoghert School -1919

Master T. Flynn, T. McWeeney, A. Early, J. Earley, T. Mahon, J. Doher, A. McLoughlin, J. Reilly, T. Morrison, T. Reynolds, P. McCrann, 
J. Flynn, H. Gralton, B. Goldrick, B. McWeeney, J. Gold rick, J. Beirne, M. McLoughlin, J. McWeeney, A. Harris, J. Flynn, J, Reilly, M, 
Flynn, J. Goldrick R.I.P., J. McLoughlin, M. Gralton, T. Early, F. Doherty, L. Foley, P. Foley, O. McDonagh, J. McDonagh.

Official Opening Leitrim National School - 1971.
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DRUMHIERNY HOUSE

Drumhierny House

Photograph of April 1988.

In McParlan’s “Statistical Survey of Leitrim 1802” the Right 
Honourable David La Touche and brothers are listed as non 
resident landowners. The family was established in Ireland by 
David Dignes de La Touche.

David La Touche was the first Governor of the Bank of 
Ireland. He invested heavily in the Arigna Iron Works. The 
Iron Works were established in 1788 by three brothers named 
O’Reilly, who were financed by the La Touche family of 
bankers.

(O’Rourke’s History of Sligo, Volume 1 p. 13-14).
High Sheriffs of Leitrim 
1780 - Peter La Touche 
1805 - Peter La Touche

1808 - Peter La Touche J’nr M.P.
1842 - Francis La Touche 
1849 - William La Touche 
1856 - Francis La Touche

1859 - John La Touche
1864 - William Robert La Touche 

1900 - Peter La Touche
At Drumhierney, very extensive plantations were laid out 

by Peter La Touche. He also provided 3 acres of land and a 
house for a public school to which he subscribed £15.00 
annually for its upkeep and operation.

In Griffith’s “Valuation of County Leitrim 1856” Francis La 
Touche is named as the occupier of Drumhierney and William 
R. La Touche as the immediate lessor.

According to Burke’s “Landed Gentry” Francis La Touche 
was born in 1815 and died at the age of 82 in 1897. He was 
unmarried and was survived by his brother, Octavius, of 
Bellevue.

Drumhierney Lodge was bought by Michael O’Connor, an 
Irish American, in the 1920’s. His daughter Marion, is 
married to the present owner, The O’Rahilly. The house is 
now derelict.
Sources: Lewis' Topographical Dictionary of Ireland. McParlan’s Statistical 
Survey, Leitrim, 1802.
Complied by Anne Ridge, Sean Gill, Sean Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Dermot 
McNabb, Tommie Padden and Bernie Whitney.

From a Post Card - Publisher’s name not given.

First Floor Plan.

Issac Weld, in his Survey of County Roscommon, tells of 
being shown a large iron gate at the entrance to Mr La 
Touche’s beautiful Bellevue Estate and being asked, by Mr La 
Touche, whether he had ever seen so costly a piece of 
workmanship.

“I see you are hesitating Sir, said the good old gentleman", 
and yet I can venture to assert that you never before saw a gate 
which cost so much. That gate, Sir, cost me £80,000,0.Od. for it 
is the only thing I ever got out of the Arigna Iron Works, in 
return for all my money expended”.

The view is of a classroom in the then National School of the Marist 
Convent and it was taken C. 1900. The Teachers are holding 
“pointers", not canes! The teacher pupil ratio wasn’t a problem then, 
as there are about 17 teachers (at least) in the group. Note the electric 
lighting — from the local generating station, originally at Killukin Mills 
and later in Priest’s Lane. (from a private collection).

Kilnagross old National School (built 1889) C. 1950,
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The Christmas ‘Join’

By Bridie Reilly

Christmas 1955.
The name ‘Join’ comes from the words Joy and Joining, and 

describes a joyous gathering or Party, before the advent of the 
Showband and Singing Pubs era.

A ‘Join’ was an annual Christmas Festivity, celebrated in 
style, in many townlands throughout our Parish.

A suitable house with a big kitchen having ample room for 
dancers and musicians was selected. A number of men 
contributed a specified sum of money which was used to 
provided food and drink on “the Night”. The musicians were 
invited and booked well in advance of the night and they were 
usually the same people year after year. Reliable as they were, 
they were paid no money. All the local girls were invited and if 
there were visiting girls in the area they were sure to be danced 
off their feet. The food was prepared by a few volunteers, 
■usually the local women cooked turkey and goose, dishes of 
potato salad, and a few days before boiled a cow’s head, and 
removed all the bones which then set into a delicious cornbeef, 
all to be served with tea, bread and sweetcake.

On the appointed night, the crowd gathered in around 8 pm. 
the musicians with their instruments - usually a fiddle, 
accordeon and flute took turns in tuning up, which was often a 
slow process and brought some witty remarks from the crowd.

In the meantime the ‘bar’ was open. A skilled man with the 
mallet tapped the barrel, porter flowed into a white enamel 
bucket and mugs of the potent stuff was handed around, and 
woe betide the barman if all mugs were not filled to capacity or 
if someoine got a drink out of turn. The exception being the 
Musicians who were given special treatment as it was reckoned 
that with a few extra mugs they played so much better.

The evenings entertainment always started with a half-set, 
and what fun to dance to the “Sally Gardens”, “The Maid 
behind the Bar”, “The Pigeon on the Gate” and “The Flogging 
Reel”. It was around the house and mind the dresser! Old 
Time Waltzs, Polkas, Stack of Barley - and all old favourites 
were danced during the long night often ending at 8 am in the, 
morning.

Musicians had a break at intervals, and with this came the 
chance the chance for some of the girls to sit on the boys lap, as 
there were insufficient chairs when all were seated, which of 
course would not be allowed otherwise! Then we were 
entertained with step-dancing, recitations and the singers who 
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sang their favourite songs as well as those requested. Despite 
the meeriment and imbibing, a silence was observed for all 
entertainers who were loudly applauded.

A sitdown supper was served around midnight to all, but the 
girls usually had a couple of cups of tea by then as dancing on 
the cement floor raised some dust and caused a thirst. 
Eventually the ‘Join’ ended with the National Anthem and 
three cheers for the householders.

National Boxing Title for Parish

Two boys from Kiltoghert Parish won All-Ireland titles. The 
first ever Leitrim winner was Brian Geoghegan, son of Terry 
and Mona of Ballinaboy.

Brian won the title on April 23rd, 1973, beating Frank Reilly 
at the National Stadium. The fight was stopped after two 
rounds. Brian was a member of Drumshanbo Boxing Club.

Hugh Gralton once again brought the title to Leitrim in 
April 1981. Hugh, son of Matt and Mary of Effernagh beat 
Vincent O’Driscoll. This fight was also stopped after two 
rounds. Hugh was a member of the Kiltoghert Club and was 
trained by Michael Flynn of Tonnagh.

Jamestown—Tercentenary 1650 -1950 Celebrations

John McGreevy (on white horse); Eamonn Taylor (second horse).

Photo taken in 1939 or 1940 outside Doherty’s shop, Main Street. The 
late Mrs. Rebecca Doherty is holding Kathleen, now Mrs. Coleman. 
The fine old car in the background is a Bentley.

(from a private collection)
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The Whitney of Port - Parish Link 
with Kiltegan

By Bernie Whitney

terrible thing, so must P.J. Whitney have known the starvation 
of the soul as much worse, the moulding of their thoughts must 
surely have taught them to take the positive action they did, 
not for vain glory, but to the Glory of God.

Patrick H. Whitney

Patrick H. Whitney was born in 1858 and his youth must 
have been influenced greatly by the famine. Some time later he 
emigrated to England where he carried on a business which 
grew to success. In 1892 he married Joanne O’Donnell. They 
had no children. About this time his vision turned to Ireland, 
where he sought to educate his relations.

In 1898 P.H. Whitney bought Port Shane Castle and lands 
and lived and farmed there until he died in 1924. He became 
the first Catholic owner of this place for 300 years. It is said that 
he paid for the education of seven students to become servants 
of God. One of these was his nephew, Patrick J. Whitney, who 
was the son of Bernard and Mary Jane (nee Molloy), of 
Ballyfermoyle, Keadue. He was educated at St. Mel’s College, 
Longford and then went to Maynooth to prepare for the 
priesthood.

He was ordained in 1920, and he then offered his services to 
Bishop Shanahan, C.S.S.P., who had sought help from 
Maynooth for Missionary work in Nigeria. In the next ten 
years he realised his ambition by forming a Society of 
Missionary priests. On St. Patrick’s Day in 1932, the 
formalities of Canon Law having been completed, St. Patrick’s 
Missionary Society was established; founder members were Fr 
P.J. Whitney, Fr Frank Whitney, and Fr Francis Hickey.

Thus began one of the most successful missionary societies 
of the century, St. Patrick’s Missionaries, also known as the 
Kiltegan Fathers. While P.H. Whitney in his youth must have 
seen the poverty of the people with no food for their bodies as a

Fr. P. J. Whitney, founder of Kiltegan Fathers.

f:

Kay, Cyril and Bridie Mulvey, Kiltoghert - August 1954.
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The Petrol Pump — Leitrim 1950.

The Shores of Lough Bran
Sit you down loyal comrades, sit you down for a while.
Till I spend my last hours round Erins’ green Isle,
Come fill up your glasses and we'll drink hand to hand,
For tomorrow I’ll be leaving from my home at Lough Bran 
There’s my father and mother I can now hear them cry.
The tears they'll be shedding will only moisten their eyes,
For 1 will assist them please God if I can.
Far away from lovely Erin and the Shores of Lough Bran.
No more will I wander around Farnaught’s green hills.
Or the place I love fondest the bounds of the mill.
With its rich fertile valleys where so often I ran.
To inhale the fresh breezes from the Shores of Lough Bran. 
There were thousands before me compelled for to roam.
By the laws of coercion they are driven from home.
The laws that for Erin are a scheme or a plan.
To send her sons roaming like me from Lough Bran.
On the oncoming morning I will bid you adieu.
To Leitrim. Drumshanbo and sweet Carrick too.
For no matter what fortune I meet far away.
My thoughts will be with you by night and by day.
My thoughts will be with you while life rolls its span.
Far away from lovely Erin and Shores of Lough Bran.
The late Delia Murphy recorded this song - she first got the air from John J. 
Doherty, Drumliffen, in Drumshanbo 1954.
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Carrick-on-Shannon, County Leitrim under-fourteen Hurling Champions

Souvenir of a visit to Botanic Road Factory and All-Ireland Hurling Final as the Guests of 
Player-Wills, Dublin. Sunday, 4th September, 1966.

St. Mary’s: Hurling Final, Co. Leitrim - 1972.

r ront Row: Sean O Riordan, Fr. M. Scanlon, Mel Fitzgerald, Mick McKeever, Seamus Molloy, Adrian Browne, Dan Feely, Nod Moran, Bai
Row, Tom Lynch, Tommy O’Riordan, Michael Redmond, Declan Breen, John Martin, Jim Newcombe, Ken Moran, Patsy Guckian, Will 
Moreton. J
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Angus Cattle

By John Mulvey

April 1958. “Balson of Netherton”, bought by Dept. of Agriculture in 
Perth for 4,000 gns. and leased to James Mulvey. Picture taken in 
Market Yard, Carrick-on-Shannon en-route to Ballinwing (from 
Railway Station). Donald O’Sullivan (R.I.P.), W. J. Farrell, Hugh

Scanlon and James Mulvey (R.I.P.).

One of the oldest Herds in Ireland of Pedigree Angus Cattle 
is the ‘Ballinwing Herd’ established in 1923 by the late James 
Mulvey. The first female in the herd was a calf brought from 
the late patrick Vaugh who then owned “Fawn” beside Leitrim 
Village. This calf was registered in the Aberdeen Angus Cattle 
Society Herd Book, Perth, Scotland, and named “Europe of 
Ballinwing”. When shown as a heifer, she was Champion 
Angus at Carrick-on-Shannon and Ballinamore Agricultural 
Shows in 1925. She bred good calves, her first Bull Calf 
‘Blackman of Ballinwing’ was sold to the late Thomas Lang, a 
well known Stock breeder from Geevagh, Co. Sligo. Another 
14 months only bull ‘Blackbird of Ballinwing’ was champion at 
the Midland and Western Livestock Society’s Sale in Carrick- 
on-Shannon in 1931 and sold for the then record price of 50 
Guineas; the purchaser being the late James Farrelly, 
Drumbibe, Aughnasheelin.

In May 1932 at the RDS Spring Show in Ballsbridge two 
Heifers were purchased from the late Major J. Alexandra, 
Milford, Co. Carlow - (Milford Vine 169 and Milford Vine 
170) and the present Herd is a continuation from that blood 
line.

In the past 20 years bulls from the herd have been bought by 
Scottish and English buyers in Carrick-on-Shannon, and have 
done very well, and only recently (July 1988) two heifers, 
‘Ballinwing Betty’ and ‘Ballinwing Betty 2nd’ have been 
purchased for breeding and are being exported to the farm of 
Dr Woods, Oaklahoma, USA.

Supreme Champion and A.A. Champion at Longford Show (1965). 
“Yen of Ballinwing”, bred by Jas. Mulvey.

Sheemore Ambush
by Liam Keane, Ballinwing (1971)

In the half light they moved past the hedgerow, 
The black wind was cold in their face,
The’ Spring in this cold dreary grey-ridge,
Cold Winter had lingered apace.
Ahead lay the hill of the Fairy,
Brooding over lake and dell,
Once shelter for way weary travellers,
When Cromwell said Connaught or hell.
Up the steep side of the mountain,
With urgency plain in their tread,
Skirting the woodlands to cover,
Fending off numbness and dread.
Swiftly the site they made ready,
Rifles were placed on the stone,
A bell from the steeple pealed sharply,
Each heart beat a chime of its own.
Hearken! the sound of the Tenders,
The Tans are ahead of the sun,
They encircle the house of the Maker,
To capture the boys on the run.
Soldiers they crowded the precincts,
Harsh words to the people from them,
One lifted a bloom from the altar,
The old priest he murmured ‘Amen’.
But Beal did not conquer at Tara,
St. Patrick he challenged and won,
And Fr O’Reilly at Gowel,
Did not bow to the Sassanach gun.
Fear loving fled with their footsteps,
Many voices were lifted in prayer,
When shots from the hillside re-echoed. 
Recalled them the bloody affair.
One Wilson a brave English soldier.
While trying to pinpoint the flame,
Was hit by an IRA bullet,
His efforts, his courage in vain.
As they carried him back to the lorry.
The flower he took from the vase,
Which adorned the altar at Masstime,
Flowed over with blood from his veins.
Just a line in the chapter of struggle,
Those men of the column had writ,
Others took pen to the Thameside,
And with Albion a treaty was knit.
During fifty long years we have nurtured,
A state which proudly can stand.
With the kinsmen of Tone and McCracken,
For friendship and peace in our Land.

An uninspiring view of the back of the town. This is from a postcard 
made by D. H. Lillie of Carrick-on-Shannon. It was taken in the mid- 
Thirties. Shannon View (the house, not the estate) would have been to 
the right of the photograph, w hich appears to have been taken from the 
river bank. The diningroom hadn't been built on to the Bush Hotel (the 
large building to the right of the Catholic Church).
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Aerial View of Sheemore. Photo John Keaney.

Gowel Church - 1980 (before restoration).

Re-dedication of Gowel Church - July 1986.

Dr William McGarry

The late Dr. McGarry came to Carrick-on-Shannon in 1959. 
He was appointed Medical Officer to St. Patrick’s Hospital in 
1961, a post he held for 26 years. He was awarded two World 
Health Scholarships and he went to study in Europe.

A recognised figure in care of the Geriatric patients, he 
established, in Carrick-on-Shannnon, the first Day Hospital in 
Ireland. He was responsible for the upgrading, re-construction 
and extension to the old building which now includes 
departments for X-ray. Physiotherapy and Handicapped. He 
was a kindly, friendly man, who was respected by patients and 
Staff. He headed a Group Practice in Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Dr. McGarry, “Bill”, to his friends, went to meet the Great 
Doctor in Heaven in December, 1987, after a brief illness. He 
leaves a wife and eight of a family.

Sister Maureen.
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The steam train with the engine “Slievc Gullion” pulling after arriving 
at Carrick Station on May 9th 1987. Almost 800 passengers did the 
round trip to Sligo. Mr. Tommie Phillips, Station Master at Carrick- 
on-Shannon greets the driver. As well as it being an historic occasion 
because of the steam train, history may have been made otherwise. We 
believe that Tommie is the last one to fill the position of Station Master 
and that that position has been abolished. Another link with the past 
gone. Well, if it is, it was filled admirably and we wish Tommie Phillips 
every good wish in his retirement. Photo by D. S.

Written in 1927 by Sean Carey, a brother of Leitrim’s ex 
County Librarian, Vera McCarthy. The beautiful verse was 
recited on June 29th, 1963 by the late President John F. 
Kennedy, when he was bidding the Irish people goodbye, 
having been on a State visit here. He remarked that he had got 
the verse on the previous night, at the State Banquet in his 
honour in Dublin Castle, from President DeValera’s wife. 
When he recited the poem at Shannon Aiport, he was making 
his last utterances on the soil of the Old World. As everyone now 
knows, he never did see old Shannon’s face again, as he was 
assassinated on the following November 22nd in Dallas, Texas.

Tis, it is the Shannon’s Stream 
Brightly glancing, brightly glancing!

See, oh, see the ruddy beam,
Upon its waters dancing!

Thus returned from travel vain;
Years, of exile, years of pain,

To see old Shannon’s face again.
Oh, the bliss entrancing!

Hail, our own majestic stream, 
Flowing ever, flowing ever.

Silent in the morning beam,
Our own beloved river.

Sean Carey.

At the Opening of Lough Rynn Castle and Estate 26/6/88 - Brendan 
Kieran and Doreen O’Donovan of the Breffni 
Players. Brendan plays the part of the notorious 3rd Earl.

“Filling Up”
The Loco fills up. Photo taken when steam train visited Carrick, 
Sunday, 10th July 1988. Photo by D. S.

Kilnagross National School 1911.
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Primary School, Carrick - 1953.

I.C.A. 1962
Members of the Irish Countrywomen's Association in Co. Leitrim had 
the pleasure of entertaining some of their counterparts from foreign 
countries during their visit to Ireland in 1962. In that year the 
Associated Country Women of the world (A.C. W.W.) held their 
triennial conference in Dublin, and when the official business was over, 
the delegates visited different parts of the country. Members of 
Carrick-on-Shannon, Leitrim and Drumshanbo Guilds came together 
to welcome the guests to morning coffee at the home of Mrs. Delia Lowe, 
of Hollywell. It was a memorable occasion for all concerned, and as well 
as plenty of coffee, cakes and chat, the guests were entertained to Irish 
step-dancing by Annette Cox and Geraldine Dunne.

(picture shows the hostesses and their guests).

IRST " WINNER 'N HA£KKL< £
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“Lady Blazes”, a Brood Mare owned by Mr. Tom McPartlin, Main 
Street, Carrick-on-Shannon, photographed outside the (present) 
Courthouse in 1902. Note that the protico was then in position over the 
door. The windows look the same as the present ones.

(from a private collection)

Carrick I.C.A.
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Left to right, front row: M Farrell, N. Reynolds, M. Gibbons, M. 
Tighe, A. Cox. Second row: L. Eardley R.I.P., B. Nerney, Mrs. 
Doherty, Mrs. Nerney, A. Nerney, M. Whitney, G. Drumm R.I.P., 
Mrs. McWeeney, S. Gilsenan. Third row: M. Gunning R.I.P., M. 
McDonagh, N. Whitney, B. Gibbons R.I.P. (photo taken in the 60’s)

-r *

1968
Carrick’s old Gaol comes down before the wrecker's ball. Photo taken 
in 1968. (from a Private Collection)
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THE BREFFNI PLAYERS — A HISTORY

By Brendan C. Kieran

1988 saw the Breffni Players produce ‘Lovers’ by Brian 
Friel. Directed by John McDwyer, their 44th Annual 
Production, it qualified for the All-Ireland A.D.L. Finals in 
Sligo and picked up eighteen awards along the way. It was 
runner up to “Pentecost” by the Dolmon Players, Dundalk. A 
most successful year indeed for any Amateur Dramatic 
Society. 1988 will herald the entrance of one of our leading 
ladies, Deirdre O’Meara, on to the professional stage at the 
Gaiety Theatre ... yes the Breffni Players have built up a 
remarkable tradition and the Amateur Drama Movement is 
alive and well in Carrick-on-Shannon. I dedicate this short 
history to the group of people who helped to create this 
tradition in 1943.

In November 1943 a public meeting was held in what was 
then known at the Labour Hill, and, as a result, the Breffni 
Players, or as they were originally entitled, the Carrick-on- 
Shannon Dramatic Society was launched (the present name 
was unanimously adopted at the first Annual General Meeting 
in November 1944). I am glad to say that some of those who 
attended that inaugural meeting are still working in or have 
retired in Carrick-on-Shannon ... Seamus Peyton, George 
O’Toole, Brendan Monaghan, Pat Murtagh, Jack Mulhern 
and Kevin Gray, our first Producer, is close by in Longford.

The Labour Hall, venue for the first meeting also housed the 
group’s first production ‘Nothing in this Life’ by Louis J. Walsh 
in the Spring of 1944 and older residents of the town will recall 
that this Hall, control of which passed from the British Legion 
Club to the local branch of the Labour Party in the early 40’s, 
stood where portion of Gills’ Garage on the Dublin Road in 
now under renovation by FAS. Unfortunately for the Society 
the premises again changed hands shortly afterwards and, due 
to structural alterations, was not available for rehearsals or 
productions after that first season. Indeed for many years the 
group could be described as ‘of no fixed abode’, as rehearsals

The breffni Award ... designed by Cyril Cullen for the All Ireland One 
Act Finals in the County Hotel December ’82.
were forced to move from one venue to another. Were it not 
for the courtesy and helpfulness of many clubs and individuals 
in permitting the use of various clubs, premises and school 
rooms, often at considerable inconvenience to themselves, the 
Society might have ceased at an early age.

Herewith the list of Officers elected at the first meeting in 
1943:
President - V. Rev. B. Keville, P.P., Chairman - Steve Lynch, 
Secretary - Mary' Reynolds, Treasurer - Angela Bambrick, 
Producer - Kevin Gray, Other Founder Members - Messrs. J. 
Mulhern, R. Glancy, P. Mulvey, H. Feely, C. Phelan, A. 
Roddy, B. Brown; Committee - M. Colreavy, S. Guckian and 
P. Brennan.

Due to many problems existing during the formulative 
years, such as lack of funds, equipment, accommodation, 
(both for rehearsals and productions) and the seemingly 
unsolvable problem which is always with us, loss of

1964 “THEM” Gerry Murtagh (Assist. Stage Manager); Dermot Doran, Jim Gorman (Lighting); Elizabeth Cummins, Mary McElgunn: Sean 
Mullarkey; Mabel O'Ryan; Eileen Gilhooly (Wardrobe); Peggy McGettrick; Ann O'Sullivan; Breda Dunne: Raymond Glancy: Jim Cummins: Kevin 
Gray; Angus Dunne (Stage Manager); Paddy Dillon (Producer): Lilly Fox (Guest); Pat Murtagh.
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THE PLOUGH & THE STARS (1969)

Back row: Mike Joe Mahon, Kevin Gray, John Conway , Angus Dunne, Sean O’Shaughnessy. Nicholas Campbell, Paddy Dillon, Sean Doyle, 
Michael Roche, Sheila Roche, Ursula Walsh, Peggy McGetterick, Micky Lynch, Breda Dunne. Front: Noreen Fitzgerald.

experienced players through changes of abode, or business or 
emigration, etc., the Society had to weather many storms and 
though the future often looked bleak and unpromising it 
survived and finally flourished to become one of the most 
firmly established, best known, and successful amateur groups 
in the country.

Without fear of contradition, I would say that the two factors 
which contributed to the success of the Breffni Players to date 
has been the small band of dedicated technical people, and the 
fact that in 1952 a long term problem was solved in the 
establishment of a permanent rehearsal rooms. ‘The 
Shambles’ in the Market Yard has to be synonymous with the 
Breffs ... for this we are grateful to the then Stage Manager, Mr 
T.P. Flynn, who in 1952 placed spacious Clubrooms at our 
disposal for rehearsals and storage of property. No single act 
did so much to consolidate the Society, or ensure its future as 
T.P.’s generous gesture. Since 1943 we’ve had only five 
Producers ... Kevin Gray, Paddy Dillon, Ursula Walsh (one 
season ’69); Angus Dunne and currently, John McDwyer. On 
Lighting, five - J. Lennon, Kevin Gray, Alan Dunne, Cecil 
Harman and currently, Jim Gorman. Our first Stage Manager 
was Seamus Peyton followed by Eamonn Kelly, Pat Fallon, 
T.P. Flynn, Michael Murray, Gerry Murtagth and currently 
Rory Ahern. We are fortunate to have had Jack Mulhern in 
charge of Make-Up from 1943 to 1979, then followed by Breda 
Dunne, Peggy McBrien, Ann Campbell and currently, 
Margaret Kieran. Set Design has been a feature of Breffni 
Players Productions down the years and the man responsible 
for all of these since 1961 being Angus Dunne; but Sets come to 
life with lighting and Jim Gorman has been associated with 
Angus through all those years. Together they have won awards 
at all levels in Amateur Drama through numerous festivals to 
All Ireland Finals. When speaking of Angus Dunne and Jim 
Gorman in connection with the Breffni Players one has to 
mention the Stage Manager during that period ... Gerry 
Murtagh, these three people have twenty-eight years 
unbroken service to the Society, a truly remarkable record. 
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On the acting side we were very fortunate from the 
beginning to have had so many talented people to call upon, 
even though some were only with us for very short periods. 
Herewith some of the names which should recall sone nostalgic 
memories for those of you who were fortunate enough to have 
seen their performances ... Raymond Glancy, Pat Murtagh, 
Steve Lynch, Aiden Nangle, Ann Costello, Peggy McGettrick, 
Peter Brennan, J.F. O’Sullivan, Jim Boles, Lily Fox, Sean 
Mullarkey, Mary Duignan, Jim Scott, Billy Gilligan, Dick 
Holland, Nicholas Campbell, Usuala Walshe, Marion 
Naughton, Sheila Roche, Micky Lynch, Deirdre O’Meara ... 
the list is endless and despite being hit by all the ‘evils’ which 
can effect a Dramatic Society we can still call upon such 
talented people as John Conway, Gabriel Allen, Doreen 
O’Donovan, Bregge McDermott, Ann Harman, Ollie Burke, 
Mike Joe Mahon, John McDwyer, Siobhan Talbot, Frank 
O’Carroll ... in short there isn’t a family in Carrick-on- 
Shannon which at some time or other hasn’t contributed to the 
success of the Breffni Players.

Four decades have passed since our foundation so 1 will 
briefly touch on some of the outstanding productions during 
each of these periods.

1940’s: This of course belongs to Kevin Gray ... our first 
producer and founder member, his first production being 
‘Nothing in His Life’ by Louis J. Walsh, then followed ‘The 
Golden Priest’ by Aodh de Blacam. ‘Money Doesn’t Matter’ 
by Louis D’Alton. ‘The Whip Hand’ by B. McCarthy. 
Tomorrow Never Comes’ by Louis D’Alton. The most 
spectacular production being ‘The Golden Priest’ ... it ran for 
four weeks from 13th November to the 10th December 1945 
and was performed in the Gaiety Cinema twice, in Leitrim, 
Drumshanbo, Keadue, Ballyfarnon, Jamestown, Elphin and 
Strokestown Halls. In April 1945 the first Drama Festival was 
held in the Town Hall with Mr Thomas O’Laoi as adjudicator, 
with groups from Mohill, Strokestown, Elphin, Leitrim 
participating.
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The Late Paddy Dillon

The 1950’s and 60’s can be called the Paddy Dillon era ... 
what can one say about this great genius ... Billy Gilligan, I 
suppose, sums it up best in his Tribute to the late Paddy Dillon, 
“Paddy Dillon was a man of extraordinary depth and breath of 
vision. His life was the theatre, amateur and professional, his 
playground, the arts, visual, abstract and contemporary. He 
was known far and wide for his love of theatre and his single- 
minded dedication to amateur drama and the Breffni Players. 
His beloved Breffni Players became his family, his second 
home, his many acts of kindness, generosity and charity best 
appreciately by those who experienced them”.

During these twenty years the Brefs became firmly 
established with such productions as ... ‘The Black Stranger’, 
‘Autumn Fire’, ‘The Devil a Saint’, ‘To Live in Peace’, ‘The 
Image’, ‘The Man in the Cloak’, ‘The Plough and Stars’, 
‘Philadelphia Here I Come’ ... it’s an impressive list, not to 
mention such musicals as ‘The Gondoliers’, ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna’, ‘The Quaker Girl’, ‘HMS Pinafore’, and 
participation at the Percy French Festivals at Cloonequinn 
(1956/57). Paddy was a personal friend of the Misses Ettie and 
Joan Ffrench. I suppose if one were to single out any of these 
productions it would have to be ‘The Man In the Cloak’ by 
Louis D’Alton by virtue of the fact it won the All Ireland Rural 
Premier Award to Loughrea Festival with awards going to 
Paddy Dillon - Production, Nicholas Campbell - Best 
Character Act, Ursula Walsh - Scholarship. In 1964 our 21st 
Anniversary Presentation was the Amateur Premier 
presentation of ‘Them’ by Tom Coffey. Paddy certainly did 
justice to this fine work of Coffey’s and Sean Mularkey as 
Jonsie will long be remembered. Dick Holland is another fine 
actor worthy of mention for his protrayal of Malachi Naughton 
in Lady Gregory’s ‘The Image’. Peggy McGettrick as Peggy 
Mahon in this production won the award for Best Character

John Conway and Cathriona Chapman (Boyle) at the opening of Rynn 
Castle and grounds - 26th June, 1988.

Actress in the All Ireland Rural Drama Finals in Loughrea. 
What a pity Paddy’s ‘Plough and the Stars’ by Sean O’Casey 
wasn’t ready for the Festival circuit in 1969 ... what memorable 
performances were given by Sheila Roche, Ursula Walsh and 
Mickey Lynch. I think perhaps Paddy was too much of a 
perfectionist to allow his work to be adjudicated and so, so 
many fine productions of his were lost to the Festivals... what a 
P‘ty-

1969: Ursula Walsh took over from Paddy for this season 
only to produce Sean O’Casey’s ‘Juno and the Paycock’, again 
a very powerful production; but alas her only attempt.

Angus Dunne

The 1970’s and 80’s: With the departure of Paddy Dillon 
from production in 1973 (‘Ard na Pogue’) the burning question 
was who was going to take over ... have the Brefs reached the 
end? Remember, Paddy never had an assistant producer, 
nobody ever thought of the Brefs without Dillon at the helm. 
However in the true tradition of ‘the show must go on’ all eyes 
turned to the talented set designer in the person of Angus 
Dunne and so began the unestimable ‘Dunne Era'. This was a 
most difficult period for the Brefs because, when Paddy Dillon 
retired so too did a number of the then current players. 
However, with the help of some ‘oldies’ like Mike Joe Mahon, 
John Conway, Nicholas Campbell. Ann Farry, Sheila Roche, 
Gerry Murtagh, Jim Gorman and with the introduction of 
some newcomers like Doreen O'Donovan, Marian Naughton, 
Tina McMenemin, Angus weathered the storm and is to be 
congratulated in carrying on the great tradition of the Breffni 
Players. 1973 saw his first production with the Brefs. ‘Billy 
Liar’ (remember, he had producted the Lough Allen Players, 
Drumshanbo in ‘The Righteous are Bold’ the previous year), 
then followed ‘Mungos Mansion’, ‘Juno and the Paycock’, ‘My 
Wife’s Family', ‘Tons of Money’, ‘Night Must Fall’.

In 1979 Angus made a conscious decision to return to the 
Festival circuit. We have participated in Confined and Open 
Competition ever since. The 70’s saw the birth of the Amateur 
Drama League, to which Angus had an enormous input. In 
1979 we had All Ireland ADL success with ‘The Playboy of the 
Western World’ and again in 1982 with ‘Shadow of a Gunman’.

In 1982 Angus introduced Supper Theatre for the first time 
in the comfortable confines of the County Hotel and this has 
been our format and home ever since. Under his guidance the 
County Hotel housed two All Ireland One Act finals in 1982 
and in 1985, and we have hosted a One Act Festival there each 
year since 1982. The RTE programme Ireland's Eye televised 
a snippet from The Plough and the Stars' on May 11th 1983.

1986 saw another first for Angus and the Breffs ... we 
departed these shores for The Manx Amateur Drama Festival 
in Douglas, Isle of Man, staging ‘Arsenic and Old Lace" in the 
w'onderful Gaiety Theatre which w'as quite an experience for 
all of us and well worth the effort.

Since 1984 One Act plays have been produced on a regular 
basis by Angus Dunne, Doreen O’Donovan and John 
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Gerry Murtagh

Conway, most noticeable of which being ‘A Galway Girl' 
featuring Doreen O’Donovan and Angus Dunne and 
produced by John Conway.

Both Angus Dunne and Jim Gorman have been associated 
with the Boyle Musical Society since 1985 and this year we 
have participated in two historical pageants at the newly- 
opened Lough Rynn Estate, Mohill.

As I stated at the outset, 1988 heralded the introduction of 
John McDwyer as Producer. John arrived in Carrick in 1985 
having spent a number of years with the award winning 
Phoenix Players, Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo and is currently a 
member of the North West AIB Drama Group. In this his first 
year as producer with the Breffni Players, ably assisted in 
settings by Angus Dunne and in lighting by Jim Gorman, 
John’s production of ‘Lovers’ was runner up at the All Ireland 
ADL Finals in Sligo. The Breffni Players have indeed a 
technical team second to none ... another new dawn is 
beginning.

Jim Gorman

The youngsters taking part in “The Wizard of Oz” last March

"The Wizard of Oz” made the late tragic figure of Judy Garland famous. She in her inimitable way, made it famous. MGM’s 1939 Technicolor 
film is almost as popular today as it was then. The classic Fairy Tale, with it’s humable tunes was produced last spring in Carrick by Joe Moore, 
with Helena Brett, Walter Harmon, Noel Holmes and Marie Ruttledge taking the leads.
The show, which was most colourful and a credit to all taking part was staged in St. Mary’s Hall. It is a pity that this Show did not run for a 
week and give more people an opportunity to see what our youngsters and indeed our local choir can really do. Those taking part were in 
order of appearance Breda Dunne, Seamus Murray, P. Griffen.Tom Phillips, Joe Flynn, H. Brett (Teacher in Kilnagross), Marie Rutledge, 
F. Harman, Mary McElgunn W. Harman, Noel Holmes, Sean Neenan, Joe Earley, U. Kennedy, G. Duignan, M. Duignan, R. Trench, S. 
McGowan, S. Whitney, S. Deignan, M. Graham, F. Dunne, A. Deignan, B. Whitney, P. Campbell, E. McMahon, J. Keane, O. Lynch, B. 
Gill, A. Keane, F. O’Brien, E. McWeeney, D. Whitney, N. Mollaghan, R. Padden, D. Doran, L. Flynn, S. McMahon, M. J. Sheehan, D. 
McWeeney, C. Earley, C. Crowley, P. Flynn, J. Seitz, A. Gill, G. O’Connor, C. Deignan, A. Duignan, L. Power, N. Campbell, G. Guckian, 
D. McLoughlin, C. Murphy, A. Mulvey, H. McWeeney, O. McGuinness, K. Flynn, A. Molloy, J. McGowan, E. McDonagh, A. Dunne, 
B. Kieran, N. Noone, B. McLoughlin, M. Donnellan, N. Farrell, M. Regan, N. Moran, C. Doran, R. Doran, D. Smith, D. Murphy, A. 
Mulvey, F. Whitney; Orchestra, Musical Director and Piano, Elizabeth O’Halloran; Saxaphonc, S. Fox; Bass Guitar, G. O’Halloran; 
Percussion, P. Colum; Set Designer, Angus Dunne; Lighting and Effects, J. Gorman; Costumes, H. McWeeney; Two bouquets of flowers 
were presented to Mrs. H. McWeeney who made all of the costumes.
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The Stations

Station.

By WINNIE DOWNEY

The Stations have always been an important event in our 
Parish. They were held twice a year, before Easter and again in 
October. Two or three townlands were grouped together 
depending on the number of houses. The Station was called on 
a rota basis, the only exception being when a marriage had 
taken place and then the Bride was expected to take the next

The house was thoroughly cleaned 
inside and out for this great occasion. The 
services of our local handyman - Andrew 
Gill, were called on and eventually he 
would arrive to see what was wanted - a 
couple of window sashes to be renewed, a 
pane of glass or two, a new weatherboard 
on the back door, a piece of wood for the 
dresser, a new leg for a chair. The parlour 
required re-papering and a new ‘border’, 
bedrooms to be distempered, and a lot of 
painting and varnishing to do.

The measuring was a work of art, 
because if no rule was avialble Andrew’s 
keen eye was pretty accurate. His 
speciality was the ‘graining’ of the front 
door and to make the pattern he would use 
a comb. A favourite of his was a powdered 
paint which he mixed and called Rossi- 
Anna.

While Andrew was using his skills inside the house, the 
householders were whitewashing the exterior and the out- 
offices. Any walls around were also whitewashed, the street 
swept and any briars or bushes growing on the land leading to 
the house were cut back to prevent the priest’s car been 
scratched.

The chest containing the priest’s vestments was brought to 
the house the evening before the Station and left close to the

fire so that the priest would have well aired garments.
Beautiful blued and starched lace curtains were hung and 

had to fall exactly into matching folds. The best linen had 
been previously taken out of tissue paper and the parlour table 
was beautifully laid, the shinning cutlery complimented the 
treasured china tea service only used on special occasions.

Eggcups sitting on eggplates, ‘lump sugar’ sitting in a silver 
bowl with tongs to match, - how elegant it all looked.

The kitchen table was used as the Altar, and draped in 
white linen. Chairs were borrowed from the neighbours so as 
all could be seated. The congregation gathered before the 
priest. All were welcomed to the Station with a firm handshake 
as they entered the house. The man of the house escorted the 
priest in from his car, confessions were heard, the house 
blessed and the Mass was celebrated. The station dues were 
paid, each householder proudly handing over the money 
personally to the priest. The person next on the rota claimed 
the following Station and the priest put this in his book.

The priest, altar boy, and the four oldest men present then 
proceeded to the breakfast table in the parlour. Boiled eggs 
and toast, home made brown and white soda cake, 
butterdishes full of decorated pats of golden butter, 
marmalade and sweetcake were in abundance.

A quick cup of tea (no saucers) were handed round to the 
remaining congregation awaiting breakfast.

Eventually everyone got their breakfast, but it was always 
arranged to have Mary Keane at the last table sitting, as she 
read the tea-leaves; fresh tea had to be made and handed 
round so as that the women could hear Mary’s forecast. She 
was a great favourite with all, she was a talented story-teller, 
step-dancer, lilter and of course was famous for reading the 
cards as well. She was also very witty and humorous and lead 
the celebrations which continued for a few hours.

We have evening Stations now and maybe we do things a 
little different, but we still appreciate the privilege of having 
Mass in our homes. The custom has lasted from Penal Times 
and long may it continue.

The Stations.
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Kilnagross National School -1987
Front row: Mark McGovern, Alan Johnston, Noel Costello, Barry McGovern, Kathy Butler, Emer McNabola, Emer Guckian, Gareod Barry, 
Morgan Barry, Donal Guckina. Second row: Elonda Gaffney, Breda McGovern, Karen Johnston, Sinead Guckian, Deirdre Reynolds, Sabrena 
Johnston, Anthony McGovern, Dympna McNabola, Caroline Guckian, Bernadette Guckian. Third row: Thomas Guckian, Kevin Guckian, 
Paula McNabola, Gillian Reynolds, Enda Guckian, Trevor Barry, Dermot Reynolds. Fourth row: Patrick McGovern, Pauric Guckian, Tracy 
Johnston, Brenda Kelly, Marian McGovern. Fith row: Ms. Helena Brett, teacher, Kevin Barry, Tina McNabola, Aoife Keane, Mrs. Margaret 
Moffatt, Principal Teacher, Phelim Shanley.

Jamestown Arch C. 1950

“The Spot” Leitrim.
This view is from a Post Card by “Real Photo” shows the Arch before it 
was topped off (as a result of being struck by a vehicle).

Motor Cycle Racing - Leitrim 1985. Stock Car Racing at Port, 1970.
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Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon-1916

Photo taken from outside Mulvey’s. The building on the extreme right is 
Toolan’s and the laneway beyond led to the rear of St. George’s (C. of 
I.) Church, which had trees in its grounds and a railing separating 
the grounds from the street. This has all been cleared away, to make 
way for a “Square” giving access to St. Mary’s Close. The two shops, 
Currans and GUIs (a News Agency) have been turned into one premises 
now - the Tavern. The motor-cycle was owned by Canon Beresford, the 
C. of I. Rector, who was the bane of hens who then wandered the street 
in search of grain. The street wasn’t concreted then and the paths were 
stone flags. We can’t identify positively the children in the sidecar, 
which was made from wicker-work. (from a private collection).

A view down Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon. This is from a postcard 
by “Cardall Ltd., Dublin”, and was taken in the early Fifties. Note the 
old jail — that’s the roof of it cutting across the end of the street. The 
yard of the Church of Ireland Church came right down to the street, 
with only a narrow passage up to what is now St. Mary’s Close. 
Toolan’s shop was open and what is now “The Tavern” was the “Green 
Rooster”. The A.I.B. hadn’t destroyed the evergreen tree, which grew 
in the C. of I. school yard, now their car park. McPartlan’s, now 
Doherty’s Bookshop, as well as being a Restaurant, was a lending 
library — see the Argosy sign. The Baby Ford outside what is now 
“Paddy’s”, is F.I 3654 and the car (we don’t know the make) outside 
Toolans is ZO 3054. (From a Private Collection)

“Twin Spires’’

An unusual view of Carrick. This photo was taken from the river 
upstream from the town and shows the two spires of Carrick’s churches 
over the woods surrounding Hatley Manor. Photo by D. S.

“YOUTH HAVING A FLING” ... At the County Hotel, June 19th, 
1988. Trumpeter John Butler, Jamestown; Guitarist Fergus Harman 
and Pianist Kevin Gately, both of Carrick, jazz it up prior to the Jimmie

“The General”?
Seen at Carrick's Industrial Parade, on 5th June, 1988. We don’t know 
who he is or what Dublin's Millenium has to do with Carrick. Maybe 
he’s “The General”, keeping ahead of the Gardai on his bike!

Phil The Fluther, How Are Ye?
We don't know who these two lads are or what they were doing (other 
than drinking beer). Photo taken at Phil The Fluther's Ball. 1988.

Connacht Final 1958 - Galway v. Leitrim.
Galway: Mattie Mcdonagh, Sean Purcell; Leitrim: Josie Murray, 
Cathal Flynn.
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“SUMMER’S MORNING”...Cruisers strike off up river towards 
Knockvicar and Cootehall, after completing formalities at the Hire

Bases on a Summer’s morning. Photo by D. S.

“EVENING” ... Carrick’s Marina on a Summer’s evening.
Photo bv I). S.

“THE BRIDGE AT NIGHT" . . . Carrick-on-Shannon bridge floodlit 
during the World Canoeing Chamionships in Carrick in 1987.

Photo by D. S.

“WINTER STORM” . . . Cruisers at the Marina in Carrick take a 
battering during a storm last Winter. Sean Mathews of “Sean’s Plaice” 

is attempting to secure some cruisers. Photo by D. S.

Jamestown Pump.

To commemorate Donncha O’Dulaing’s Winter March — in the 
footsteps of O’Sullivan Beare - I4th January 1987.

Golden Jubilee - Feb. 12th 1970.

John Guckian (R.I.P.), Maggie Ellen Guckian (R.I.P.), with James 
Farrell (R.I.P.), Patrick Guckian (R.I.P.) and Molly Farrell (R.I.P.).

1973 — Centenary of the Marist Sisters 
coming to Carrick-on-Shannon.

Front Row, left to right: Canon Ryan, Sr. Romanus, Canon Slator, Sr. 
Rapraeld, Sr. Mary Patrick, Br. Terence, Mother Anthony (Rynn).

Page 52

Leitrim Local Studies



Kiltoghert Co-op Creamery

Fr. Michael Nangle, founder member and driving force behind 
Kiltoghert Co-Op. which was registered in 1901, was Chairman until 

his death in 1918.

Condensed from an article in “Co-op Ireland” March 1983
by Maurice Henry

Fr. Nangle the driving force in Kiltoghert’s 
early days

On February 10th, 1898 in the Courthouse in Carrick-on- 
Shannon, IAOS Secretary R.A. Anderson and Fr. Finlay 
addressed a large gathering of farmers and local dignatories on 
the benefits of co-operation, and Mr. Gore Booth explained 
how his creamery at Drumcliff operated.

Croghan Co-op, now a branch of Kiltoghert opened on July 
12th, 1898 and Knockvicar on July 13th.

Kiltoghert Co-op was registered in 1901 and took in milk for 
the first time on its present site in May 1903 from 234 suppliers. 
Driving and organiser force and a founder member was the 
curate Fr. Michael Nangle who is commemorated by a plaque 
in Gowel Church, two miles from Kiltoghert Co-op. He was 
assisted by the IAOS and the Gore Booths. Fr. Nangle was 
Chairman until he died following a fall off a trap in 1918. His 
brother Bernie, a local farmer, was then appointed Chairman.

Other founder members were Michael Costello, John Joe 
Black, Patrick Guckian, Lawrence Gralton, Francis Flynn and 
John Deignan N.T. was the Secretary. His grandson John 
works in the Co-op today.

The site cost £5 and there was a good well which was used up 
to a few years ago.

It was built by a local man Thomas Early with stone from a 
nearby quarry. His grandson Tom Pat Early is today in the 
building business. The first butter maker Mrs O’Beirne was 
paid 25 shillings a week and the fireman £1. Local Eslin man, 
P. McLoughlin, was the first manager, noted for never getting 
into dept.

Johnny Murray presenting “Player of the Year Award” to Michael 
Martin, Carrick-on-Shannon - 1977.

Civil Defence, Summer 1979 - Start of Carrick-on-Shannon Festival of 
the Shannon.

Canon William Slater was born in Dublin and educated there. 
He won the Gold Medal for bass singing in Dublin Feis Ceoil. 
Ordained in Belfast, he served as curate in Portrush. He also 
served as Curate in Mullaghdrun, Co. Monaghan; Boyle, and 
was Rector of Clonbroney for 14 years.
He came, as Rector, to Carrick-on-Shannon in 1966 and was 
voted ‘Man of the Year’ in 1975. His book of Poems “It 
happened to Me” was published in 1973. Now retired, he lives 
with his wife, in Dunlaoighre, Co. Dublin.

Battlebridge
I wandered down to Battlebridge along the old canal..
I wished that I could sail that way, someday perhaps I shall. 
From Ross Lodge to the new quay wall its beauty we extol, 
For in the stretch of woodland you find Leitrim’s heart and 
soul.
I stood beside the ruined locks and wished that once again 
The horse pulled their barges filled with coal and sand and 
grain.
And then a sound assailed my ear - the digger’s distant roar, 
For work went on at Battlebridge, and I might dream no more. 
A friendly place is Battlebridge - its houses few and small;
Its name seems wrong, for surely there Peace comes to one and 
all.
The Shannon’s stream may rush and swirl impatient to be 
gone,
But there beside the old canal a kindlier age lives on.
William Slater.

Civil Defence Leitrim, 1987 — Rescue Team.
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Seasonal Migration

By Patrick Gralton (formerly of Effernagh)

The small farmers of Kiltoghert Parish always had a hard 
struggle to survive and rear their children - especially in the 
Gowel area Sixty years ago, most of the family homes were 
thatched. A lot had clay floors, small windows, and usually 
very bad drawing chimneys.

The main diet was oatmeal porridge, soda-cake, boxty, 
butter, eggs buttermilk, potatoes, cabbage, turnips, and 
American bacon when money was available.

As a young boy, I remember the men of the area migrating 
to Scotland for the harvesting. This was an annual event. Most 
of the men walked to Belturbet, there they got a train to 
Belfast. Seme walked all the way. Then to Larne, where they 
boarded a Cattleboat and after a rough trip they walked 
another thirty or forty miles to the farms to commence 
harvesting. Their work was by contract and to make a meagre 
wage they started at 6 am and worked till night. Then back to 
the Bothy, which was cowbam with a loft. They cooked their 
meals on a coal fire - coal was cheap then and they were 
allowed a fair supply. They had great difficulty drying their 
clothes. Exhausted they went to their bed of straw on the loft, 
no sheets, and no blankets. They were frequently wakened by 
rats nibbling at their toes.

The wives left behind had to harvest their own crops, and be 
Mother and Father to their children. They also tended the 
cattle. There was great co-operation among the people in this 
time in the Gowel area. The men who remained at home were 
prepared to assist the families of the migratory men and many a 
* Meithal was in the Parish.

Truly these people, some no longer with us, provided for 
their families with the sweat of their brow.

• Meithal is a voluntary gathering of workers, to help out.

First Holy Communion — Leitrim 1981.

From a Postcard, no Publisher’s name.
The then National School of the Marist Convent, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
This building is now a college concert hall. This photo was taken about

(from a private collection)
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Lovely Leitrim
Composed by Phil Fitzpatrick, who was born in Aughavas in 
1892, who was one of a family of nine, six boys and three girls. 
Phil emigrated to the United States in the early 1930’s, where 
he became a policeman. During a robbery in 1947, he was 
tragically killed. He was off duty at the time.
Larry Cunningham recorded Lovely Leitrim in 1967, and it 
stayed for 14 weeks at No. 1 in the Charts.
Pat McGoohan the famous actor ‘Dangerman’ is a nephew 
of Phil Fitzpatrick.

Last night I had a pleasant dream and woke up with a smile,
I dreamt that I was home again in dear old Erin’s Isle,
I thought I saw Lough Allen’s banks in the valleys down below, 
Sure it was my native Leitrim where the Shannon waters flow. 
1 felt enchanted by the scene of grandeur and delight,
So I strolled on to Carrick Town before the dark of night,
I passed Sheemore, that fairy hill, where flowers fine do grow,
And I saw the grave of Finn MacCool where the Shannon 
waters flow.
I next did visit Fenagh town, with her ancient Abbey walls, 
Where the teaching of the holy monks once echoed thro’ her 
halls,
I stood with reverence on the spot, reluctant for to go,
1 rom the town of saints and sages where the Shannon waters 
flow.
My eyes are dimned and wet with tears -1 must be dreaming 
still, 6
I though I saw those heroes who died on Selton Hill,
But the fog is lifting from the scene, and I am forced to go, 
And leave the land so fair and grand where the Shannon waters 
flow.
In all the lands that I have been, throughout the East and West, 
In all the lands that I have seen, I love my own the best.
And if ever I return again the first place I will go,
Will be to lovely Leitrim, where the Shannon waters flow.
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Gowel Church

The Parish Priest of Kiltoghert, Canon J. Hoare (1887 - 
1895) had a Church built at Gowel in 1892.

A report at the time states:
“A new Chapel has been built at Gowel, at the cost of 

£1,500.00 and is now being brought to completion. The people 
are, for the most part, exceedingly poor; the land is very 
unfruitful; the holdings are small and, to pay their rent, many 
of the bread-winners are obliged to visit England and Scotland 
twice a year. Notwithstanding their poverty, the people of this 
district have at last succeeded in building a Chapel suitable to 
their wants, and not unworthy of Catholic Ireland.

The old Chapel of Gowel, which occupied the site of the 
present structure was, in many respects, historic. It came down 
to us from penal times, in its miserable appearance it wore the 
badge of an afflicted, outraged peasantry who were driven by 
Cromwellian bayonets to ‘Hell or Connaught’ and who were 
only tolerated in those portions of the latter colony that were 
known to be barren. A forlorn, shapeless barn in its best days, 
standing on the rugged wayside, without sacristy, or porch, or 
presbytery, or furniture of any kind, without even a protecting 
fence, this old Chapel was of late years remarkable for its 
gaping roof, its flooded mud floor, and its ruined walls and 
windows. The most cheerless cabin in the Parish could by times 
look bright, but not the Chapel at Gowel. Yet, desolate as it 
was, there were associations centred in the old Chapel that 
made the people cling to that hallowed spot. The old people 
recounted the heroic efforts that were made in the cause of 
education and religion within its sacred precinets. At their 
firesides they told how, in the days of the hedge-school, as 
many as three different teachers, having personal interests, set 
themselves within these walls, and during the same day, to the 
difficult task of educating the youth of the surrounding 
country. One academy at each end of the venerable pile, and 
one in the centre, opposite the altar - the altar was situated not 
at the end of the oblong space, but at the side, at a point that 
marked the middle of the longest wall - three rival 
establishments on the same floor-give us an insight into the 
difficulties of the a persecuted people! They told how their 
fathers built that house of God at the peril of their lives and 
property. Their memories went back with religious pride to the 
time when that old Chapel was the best in Ireland! There they 
were baptised, there they were married, and there they 
worshipped as well as their fathers before them. When, 
therefore, a beautiful site had been procured for a new Chapel 
on a neighbouring hill, commanding an extensive view, they 
would not have it. If they were going to knock down these old 
walls, they should at least preserve the old site, in token of 
their steadfast adherence to the old Faith that had been kept 
alive there”.

The Architect was William Hague, 50 Dawson Street, 
Dublin. Gowel Church was renovated in 1986 by Fr M. 
Rigney, C.C.

Committee Kiltoghert Co-Op. -1960
Front row, left to right: Mike Joe Mahon, T. J. Kelleher R.I.P., Henry 
Molloy, P. Hennigan, J. Kirwan. Second row: T. J. Moran R.I.P., 
John Mulvey, John Heslin R.I.P., J. Finnerty, B. Monaghan.

These Dogstacles are light sensitive plain glass and are not to be used for 
the following categories of Dog. (1) Short-sighted or crosseved dogs. (2) 
Mongoloid dogs (nystagimus or strabismus). (3) Dogs suffering from 
biephitis or conjuctivitis. The advantages to the canine species are 
manifold but the main advantage is to canines who travel extensively. It 
was noticed the International Jet Setters always wear sun glasses so the 
rationale is that what is good enough for a Setter is good enough for a 
Jack Russel. The light sensitivity of the lenses enable the dog to keep his 
thoughts to himself, particularly when in the company of ‘Eye 
Readers’, Dogs who are inclined to imbibe in more spirited liquid 
refreshments do suffer from post infusion photophobia (this is proven 
by our extensive research into the subject) and their eyes need the 
protection of our Dogstacles. We find that canines travelling from dull 
miserable climes (such as England) to sunny, bright and warm 
countries need protection to avoid detatched retinas arising from over 
stimulation. The satisfaction added to the canine demeanour by 
wearing of these optical devices cannot be over emphasised. No bitch 
within 20Km. will be able to resist them. Finally , these Dogstacles 
are particularly suitable for canines of Royal Lineage, as it is well 
known that pedigree caused by extensive in-breeding can cause a 
general optical malaise requiring protection. Other Dogstacle Brand 
Products available from your Dogsaetrician. X-ray Dogstacles for 
‘Sniffer Dogs’. Phono Optical Hearing Aid and Dogstacles 
Combinations for Senior Doggy Citizens. Telescopic Dogstacles for 
Seeing Eye Dogs ow ned by Blind Joggers.

On the gate pier of Hatley Manor, the residence of Mr. Shane P. Flynn, 
a lion crow ned rampant.This is part of the Coat of Arms of the Manor 
- St. George family.

The album "The Joshua Tree” with U2. This autographed album has 
been most generously given by the group to the publishers of 
“Shannonside”, to be disposed of “as they think fit”, the proceeds to go 
to Leitrim Church.
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Port

At Port the remains of a monastery is to be found. It was at 
one time converted into a castle to command a ford across the 
Shannon.

N. Blaney in his “Topographical and General Survey of 
Kiltoghert”, carried out in 1944, has the following to say about 
Port Castle

‘Here are the remains of the Castle built about 1778. A 
house has been built on the site of this Castle, but sections of 
the original foundation may yet be seen. Tradition has it that 
there was also an Abbey or Monastery convenient to the old 
Castle. A short distance from Port Castle is Leitrim Hill, on 
which there are the traces of a small rath. An underground 
tunnel was accidentally discovered near the rath. It was not 
explored and was closed up. Local tradition says this tunnel is 
part of an underground passage connecting the rath on Leitrim 
Hill with the ancient Port Castle’.

Mr Blaney’s information is supported by local folklore. It is 
told that when a man named Lacy was returning home one 
night with a neighbour, he heard ‘fairy music’ which moved 
him to dance but suddenly the ground opened up and he 
disappeared. His companion summoned help and he was 
rescued. The place, to this day, is known as ‘Lacy’s Hole’.

It is also believed that Port was inhabited by nuns for a short 
period but they were forced to leave and as a result they are 
said to have cursed the place by plucking a crow before they 
left.

Tradition also states that in Penal Times a number of nuns

In 1888 the stone and sand used for the construction of 
Leitrim Church was obtained on the lands of Port.

When Mr Patrick H. Whitney bought Port in 1898 a Scaffold 
was present on the house, which he removed some time later. 
At some stage, on oratory was built, connecting the two wings 
of the house. Two marriages took place in this oratory in 1922.

It is said that the owner, Patrick H. Whitney, paid for the 
education of seven priests one whom went on to found the ‘The 
Kiltegan Fathers’ (now known as St. Patrick’s Missionary 
Society’).

When Port Castle was demolished, what is believed to be the 
foundation stone was found and it bears the date 1766. This 
predates Blaney’s estimated date of construction by 12 years. 
The stone is at present located in a wall beside the site of the 
Castle. Compiled by Ann Ridge, Bernie Whitney, Sean Gill, 
Jim and Sean Reynolds,Dermot McNabb.
References: Lewis - Topograhical Dictionary of Ireland, Blaneys - Topographical 
and General Survey of Kiltoghert 1944.

Kiltoghert Staff -1975
U. McManus, T. Wrynn, R. McCrann, E. McLoughlin, J. O’Connor, M. Kellegher, B. Gibbons, M. Ward, W. Shanley, M. J. Mahon, B. 
Goldrick, U. McNulty, S. Cronogue R.I.P., P. Reynolds, J. Mulvey, B. Farrell, M. Gunning R.I.P., S. Brien-EIlis, J. McLoughlin R.I.P., P. 
McGarry, P. Doherty, B. Gilhooley, M. O’Rourke, J. McGoldrick R.I.P., G. O’Rourke, T. McLoughlin R.I.P., M. Lynch, E. Stenson, P. 
Reilly R.I.P., P. Guckian, S. Murphy, J. F. Moran, C. Kellegher, J. P. Flannagan.
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Ambush

From a school essay, a very descriptive account of an 
imaginary incident, in the War of Independance, by a 15 year 
old schoolboy.

—by Shane Smith—

It was a freezing cold spring morning. I sat, huddled beside a 
glowing turf fire in my cottage. As I stared into the dancing 
flames, my mind began to wander. Would this struggle against 
the Sasanaigh ever end? Would our Commanding Officer, Tom 
Mitchell, ever give us an order to ambush “tans” or “Auxies” 
again? After we lost two men in the last ambush. I did not think 
that he would.

My thoughts were distracted as my immediate superior, 
Lieutenant Sean O’Donoghue, knocked on the window. I 
unlatched the back door and in he came.

“Seamus”, he said in a low voice. “Tonight, at 21.30 hours a 
truck load of Tans will be passing along the Mill Road. We’re 
going to take them out”.

“How many men have we?” I asked.
“A dozen. That’s a dozen if Micky Sheehy will fight. He says 

that he can still fire a gun, even if he has to use his left hand” he 
said, with a slight edge of worry in his voice.
“He’s a damn good man,” I remarked back.

“Be at the Mill Road at 20.30 hours preciesly. OK ? Sian” 
and with that, he slipped out the back door again.

I peered out the window, which overlooked the narrow road 
that passed close to my house. It was clear. Quietly, I pulled up 
the floor boards and took up a canvas parcel. I opened it, to 
find my Lewis macchine-gun intact. There was at least five 
hundred rounds of ammunition in reserve.

“That should do it” I said to myself, as I re-covered my 
weapon of death. Waiting impatiently, I stayed in my 
lonesome cottage until the time came. At 20.30,1 slipped out 
into the darkness of the night. I walked quickly, keeping a low 
profile, across the fields. I decided it best to avoid the road in 
case of enemy patrols. The penalty for any Ireshman caught 
carrying a weapon was death!

About five minutes later, I reached my destination: the Mill 
Road. Our men set up their positions at strategic vantage 
points around the slight bend of the Mill Road; preparing to 
ambush the solitary vehicle. I waited anxiously in a small gripe 
at the side of the road.

Perfectly silent, our men waited in their places, all waiting 
for Mitchell’s order to open fire. Finally, we caught a glimpse 
of the headlights of the approaching truck. But what was this? 
Another truck followed ... and yet another.

“What luck!” I said under my breath.
The first truck approached and by the sound of it’s engine, it 
was fully loaded. Mitchell himself stood alone in the centre of 
the road, facing the truck. Dressed all in black, the deadlights 
lit up only his face. His hair tossed in the cold March wind. As 
the truck drew closer, it decelerated, and finally stopped.

“Who the hell is that?” the driver remarked to his co-driver. 
Mitchell slowly moved his hands close together. Clink! was the 
sound, as he pulled the pin out of the grenade. With that, he 
lobbed it a good thirty yards into the cab of the truck. A 
ferocious explosion followed, killing the two in the front. Tans 
scattered all over the road, frantically firing their weapons in 
every direction. Rat-tat-tat was the sound of my Lewis gun. 
Sparks leaped off the road, as the bullets ripped up the truck 
and it’s remaining occupants. Explosions and constant gunfire 
followed - until the enemy was in disarray. A whole ten 
minutes the battle lasted, resulting in the loss of maybe a score 
of the enemy and with no losses on our side.

Following that, I packed up my Lewis gun, shouted my 
farewells and returned to my cottage the way I came. Inside, I 
hid my gun, washed my hands and sat, once again, beside the 
glowing embers of my fire.

St. Mel’s College, Longford. 12/11Z’86.

M. J. McManus (1887 -1951)

M. J. MacManus, writer, poet, editor and literary figure was born in 
Carrick-on-Shannon on 10th February 1888. His father was Master of 
the Workhouse school and his mother the Matron of the Workhouse 
itself. He was educated at the local Marist and Presentation School, he 
later studied in England and took up a teaching post in Wigan. After a 
time he gave up teaching and left Wigan for London where he became 
a freelance journalist. There he became acquainted with the Literary 
Circle which included Yeats, Shaw, Chesterton and Belloc.

To escape conscription into the British Army, MacManus left 
England and returned to Ireland where he threw his weight behind the 
National Cause. He was a friend of both Michael Collins and Eamon 
DeVelera. When the Irish Press was founded in 1931 he became the 
paper's Literary Editor, a position he held until his death. He also 
contributed the weekly article entitled "Books from my Library” in the 
Sunday Press. His books include the Life of Eamonn DeValera, Irish 
Cavalcade and some volumes of poetry and parody.

His last public appearance in his native parish was at Jamestown in 
1950, where he spoke at the Tercentenary of the Synod of 1650. He 
died suddenly a year later in Port na Blagh, Co. Donegal and is buried 
in Glasnevin. Dublin.

“1849”
They carved the date above the gate 

“Eighteen Forty-Nine,”
When they built the workhouse on the hill 

Of limestone tall and fine.

A plague-wind blew across the land.
Fever was in the air,

Fields were black that once were green 
And death was everywhere.

The people came to drink the soup 
Ladled from greasy bowls.

They died in whitewashed wards that held 
A thousand Irish souls.

And still the workhouse looks to heaven,
The hill's high-windowed dome.

The same, for all its name is changed 
To-day to County Home.

For the chiselled date stands bold and clear 
“Eighteen Forty-Nine.”

To all who pass the Poorhouse road 
A memory and a sign.

Carrick from across the river in County Roscommon. Photo bv D.S.
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“Letter from a Carrick Girl to the Boy 
who went to America”

Dear Jack, it’s six years since you left us
To live in the US of A.
We’ve missed you from Carrick-on-Shannon
Especially each Christmas Day.
If you were to come on a visit
I’m sure most surprised you would be
To see all the wonderful changes.
But there’s no change, I’m hoping in me.
The harbour is now a “Marina”,
With jetties that float up and down,
The jails disappeared from the skyline,
New shop fronts all over the town.
The road out to Jamestown's been widened,
Shannon Lodge and O’Driscoll’s have gone,
The Main Street has got a new “Tavern".
But the Bush is still carrying on.
If you want a nice house with a garden
There are plenty beyond Summerhill,
St. Mary’s Close now has a roadway.
But the Church at the top is there still.
You can shop in the fine Supermarkets,
The clock on the tower’s always right.
There’s a new County Home for the old folks,
And the Swimming Pool Scheme has a site.
But still it is Carrick-on-Shannon,
The river still flows on its way,
The people are friendly as ever.
Prosperity’s coming to stay,
So won’t you come over this Summer,
And bring your new friends here to see,
There’s many a change in the landscape,
But none, I assure you, in me.

William Slater.

Carrick-on-Shannon Ladies Basketball team who won the 1988 Sligo and District League and Sligo and District Cup Competition.
(I to r):- Orla Kenny; Frances Martin; Joan Moreton; Maureen McKeon (coach); Eileen McKenna; Marie Keane; Geraldine tarry. (bottom):- 
Jacqueline Guckian; Caroline Newton; Teresa Flynn (captain); Orla McDermott; Genevieve Casey.

Protest

Staff of St. Patrick’s Hospital protest publicly against the health cuts. 
Photo taken on the New Road, 1987. Photo by D.S.

Winners All

What’s David Essex doing in a parochial magazine? Well, many of our 
parishioners went to the Oly mpia Theatre in Dublin, on April 3rd last 
by special train, to see him and many other artists. This was the second 
year for such a train to run — the first, in 1987, was to the Gaiety 
Theatre. W e hope that they become a feature of life in the North West 
and the organisers (Irish Rail) are to be congratulated. As they say “ a 
great night was had by all”. Photo by D.S.
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The “Village Green” and bridge, Leitrim Village (1988).

Photo by D.S.

Anglers at Carrick (1988). Photo by D.S.Windsurfing at Carrick (1988). Photo by D.S.

John Weaving - “Grand Old Man of the River” - 1903 - 1987
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“.....................The river Shannon will never be quite the same place again; a little bit of it has died with the passing of John Weaving ...John was one
of the Natural World’s philosophers, totally attuned to his surroundings and absorbed in the river and its w ildlife....................One feels that someone
so close to the created world around him had but a small step to take into God’s eternal kingdom”.
From a appreciation in the Irish Times of 12/6/87, by “R. H.”
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Photo taken Tralee, 1963, (I to r):- Aiden Canning, Jimmie Shivnan, Pat Burnside, P, J. Crean, The late Christie Armstrong, Johnny Healy, Jim 
“Jimbo” Collum.

THE CONNACHT TRIBUNE, 
•StPT.

I —ba IROOID.
.BALLINASLOE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4th

Melody Aces Showband
Admission 6/- Hours 9 to 1

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5tli

Swingtime Aces
Admissio Hours 8 to 12

^SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6th

Savoy Swing Seven
Admission G -Hours 9 to 1-

Genius!
The great Jimmie Shivnan, Ireland’s premier player (centre stage) 
leads off. Behind him is Pat Collum, drummer, Carrick and to his left 
is trumpeter Paddy Smith (Cavan), Carl Neilsen base guitarist (Sligo). 
The occasion: Jimmie Shivnan and friends in the County Hotel, 9th 
June, 1988.

Carrick —Susan L. Mitchell—

O tired heart, take this one golden grain 
Of comfort through the city’s toil and roar,
Some quiet dusk you shall be home again 
Where Shannon sings beside her reedy shore.

Beside the cool, green waters there will be 
A garden waiting where the journey ends,
Birdsong, and a flowering hawthorn tree,
And laughter and the quiet of friends.

What though to-night we walk through storm and rain, 
Take comfort, heart, nor heed the traffic’s roar;
Some quiet twilight we shall hear again 
Old Shannon sing beside her reedy shore.
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PARISH STATISTICS - March, 1987
No. of Catholic Parishioners............................................  2919
No. of houses (inch flats) .................................................. 802
No. at Primary School ...................................................... 465
No. at Post Primary ........................................................... 250
No. at Third Level ................................................................73

We haven’t any figures for our non Catholic neighbours.

Gibbons family Leitrim on a mowing machine, 1925.

Bridie Gibbons (Campbell) and her sister Christina (Cronin), Leitrim 
1926. The car is one of the famous Ford Model T’s.

THE LOST SHEEP
A sheep found a hole in the fence 
and crept through it. He was so 
glad to get away. He wandered far 
and lost his way back.

And then he realized that he was 
being followed by a wolf. He ran 
and ran, but the wolf kept chasing 
him, until the shepherd came 
and rescued him and carried him 
lovingly back to the fold.

And in spite of everyone’s urgings 
to the contrary, the shepherd refused 
to nail up the hole in the 
fence.

EXTRA COPIES OF THE MAGAZINE 
Shannonside may be had by contacting the Secretary at 
Sheffield, Leitrim P.O., Carrick-on-Shannon.

.juato'onw

*

«it!
-t-*“

Carrick’s Old Fever Hospital.
Later St. Joseph's (A wing of St. Patrick’s) and now demolished.

It stood to the right fo the main gate roughly where the Mortuary now is.
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Vocational Education in the 
Carrick-on-Shannon Area

—by Elaine Padden—

Prior to the coming into operation of the Vocational 
Education Act in 1930, a scheme of Technical Education was 
administered by the Committee of Agriculture under which 
evening and night classes in local halls and schools were 
conducted in response to lacal demands. The subjects covered 
at these courses were Cookery, Woodwork, Irish, Spinning, 
Knitting and Home Crafts and, in the late twenties, 
Commercial subjects.

Day classes, under the V.E.C. in Carrick-on-Shannon, were 
first introduced in 1933. Classes in Commerce, Book-keeping, 
Shorthand, Typing, Business Methods, Irish and General 
subjects, were conducted in the Town Hall, Cookery and 
Needlework in the Legion Hall, (which occupied the site of the 
present Motorland Garage) and woodwork in a premises 
owned by the late J. J. Flood and now the site of An Phost’s 
local headquarters. The then teachers, all of whom are 
deceased — go ndeana Dia trocaire orthu — were Miss M. 
Kerrigan (Commerce), Peadar Keaney (Irish and General), 
Religious Instruction (Various Parish Clergy), Miss Maureen 
Mellett (Cookery) and C. K. Murphy (Woodwork).

Demand for the classes in those temporary centres 
convinced the V.E.C. of the need for a permanent centre. 
With this end in view, and with the approval of the Department 
of Education, suitable sites were inspected. These included a 
field in Summerhill, the property of the late Pat Dunne, the 
then vacant portion of Presentation Monastery and the 
Dispensary building on the Leitrim Road. The Committee 
decided however, on a site offered by Leitrim County Council 
and on having the plans approved by the Department for a 
one-storey building, it was put up for tender in 1934. The 
lowest tender, which was accepted, was submitted by the late 
Bernard McDermott, Bridge Street, his figure being 
somewhat under £2,000. It was later decided that year to add a 
second storey to provide extra accommodation. It was in that 
year (1934) also that the V.E.C. on the recommendation of the 
Local Appointments’ Commission, appointed its first C.E.O., 
the late Sean O'Doherty, who was subsequently appointed in a 
similar capacity with the Co. Galway, V.E.C., He replaced the 
acting C.E.O., the late Paddy McGreevy, who was Secretary 
of the County Leitrim Committee of Agriculture.

The new School opened in 1935, under the distinguished 
principalship of Miss M. K. Kerrigan. Other members of the 
staff were Miss Maureen Mellett (Domestic Science), Mrs. 
Bridget Beirne - McWeeney (Spinning, Knitting and Home 
Crafts), Peadar Keaney (Irish and General), C. K. Murphy, 
(Woodwork and Mechanical Drawing). All of these pioneers 
of Vocational Education, with the exception of Mrs. Bridget 
McWeeney who is still hale and hearty, are now deceased. Go 
ndeana Dia trocaire orthu.

In the same year (1935) Vocational Schools were opened in 
Manorhamilton. Drumkeerin and Keshcarrigan. They were 
then, as they are to-day co-educational and non- 
denominational. They were aptly referred to as the poor man’s 
University, as, up to then in County Leitrim, the only post
primary school for girls in the County was the Marist Convent, 
Carrick-on-Shannon and boys, whose parents could afford it, 
were sent to St. Mel’s in Longford or St. Patrick’s in Cavan.

In the early days of Vocational Education students were

prepared for Department of Education Examinations in the 
subjects of their courses at Elementary, Intermediate, and 
Advanced level. The Group Certificate was later introduced. 
Nowadays, full Intermediate Certificate and Leaving 
Certificate courses are provided in these Schools, enabling 
students, who reach the required standards, to follow courses 
leading to degree or diploma levels in Universities or other 
third level Institutions. A Post Leaving Certificate Secretarial 
Course is also included in the curriculum.

Two of the pioneers of these early day still with us are Peadar 
O’Griofa, Drumshanbo and Mrs. Bridget McWeeney, Leitrim 
Village. Go maire said an cead (May they live to be a 
hundred). Mrs. McWeeney conducted evening and night 
classes in Spinning, Knitting, Needlework and Home Crafts in 
halls and schools, often badly lighted and heated, all over 
South Leitrim.

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON —
PRESENTATION HOUSE

The building, now known as Presentation House, has a 
very interesting history. It was in turn used as a Military 
Barracks, a Monastery, a Secondary School. At present it is 
used as a Medical Centre and apartments complex. It was 
built — and built to last — by the St. George family and 
leased to the War Office in 1784 which used it as a barracks 
for the Leitrim Militia. In 1835 it had a garrison of 35 men. 
With the establishment of the R.I.C. its use as military base 
was phased out. In 1911 it was purchased from the War 
Office by a Brother Cyril, the then Superior of the 
Presentation Brothers who first came to the town in 1894 at 
the request of the then Parish Priest, Revd. Canon Hore. It 
was used as a place of residence by the Brothers who taught 
in the Boys N.S. which was opened under their control in 
1898. In 1944 it became a Secondary School and was used 
successfully as such until the merger with the Marist 
Convent Secondary School in September 1972. The 
Brothers, to whom the town and district owe so much, left 
the town in 1975 on having sold the property to Dr. W. C. 
McGarrv. NI bheidh a leitheidi ann arts.

MOTHER I THINK GEORGE BAS H££N 
UNFAITHFUL,-1HE BABY' DOESN'T 
l'00l<- LMCE HIM I

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY ?
A History Society is in the course of being formed locally. Members are urgently required and anyone interested in any aspect 

of local history is most welcome. Membership fees, which will be nominal, have not yet been fixed and no-one will be asked to 
hand out fees for lectures etc. If interested, contact: (078) 41024
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THEN
Photo by Woolstone Bros., London E.C.l, taken about 1928 of what is 
now known as Bridge St., Carrick-on-Shannon. The photo, which was 
taken in late afternoon, shows a street deserted except for three people 
and two cars. The registration of the car on the right is DI 628. Note the 
very clean street and paths. The street was concrete, as it is now, while 
the paths were stone flags. Note also the near absence of poles for either 
electricity or telegraphs (there is one pole with a light outside the County 
Hotel). The McCann Clock (the “Town Clock”) is visible at the top left 
of the street. The County Hall (the “Town Hall”) is almost unchanged.

AND NOW

BRIDGE STREET, August 1988 - The chimneys are gone from what 
was Carthys (now Keanes), steel poles carry power and street lights. 
Now concrete footpaths replace the flags and the "Town Clock" has 
been moved.

Across —

1. Strife: 5. Fissures: 8. Possess; 9. Ancient: 10. Performs; 
11. Ceased; 13. Clergyman: 14. Alter: 17. Disregard; 19. Beseech; 
21. Torment; 24. Sick; 25. Garbs; 26. Hires.

Down —
1. Wilt; 2. Exciting Event: 3. Resist; 4. Chaffeur; 5. Brisk; 

6. Profit; 7. Lever; 12. Submitting: 13. Van Gogh: 15. Fruit: 
16. Counsel: 18. Highways.

Solution overleaf

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord. Across the sky flashed scenes f rom his 
life. For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one belonging to him and the other to the Lord.

When the last scene of his life flashed before him. he looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that many times along 
the path of his life there was only one set offootprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life.

This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it "Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, you d walk with 
me all the way. But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of footprints. I don't 
understand why, when I needed you most you would leave me. "

The Lord replied, "My precious child, I loved you and I would never leave you. During your times of trial and suffering, 
when you see only one set of footprints it was then that I carried you".
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Sponsors of “SHANNONSIDE”
(The order in which names appear is not indicative of the 

amount of sponsorship provided to the magazine)
Bo Peep Ltd., Drumshanbo,
Kiltoghert Co-Operative Creamery,
AIB, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon,
Bank of Ireland PLC, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon,
National Irish Bank PLC, St. George’s Terrace, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
William Farrell & Sons, Insurance Brokers & Auctioneers, Main St., 
Carrick-on-Shannon,
Keaney's Photographic, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Cox’s Pharmacy, Bridge Street, Carrick-on-Shannon,
Glancys, Supervalu, Cortober, Carrick-on-Shannon,
Kieran's Pharmacy , Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon,
James McGuire, Insurance Broker and Auctioneer, Main St., Carrick- 
on-Shannon,
Mulveys, Newsagent and Stationer, Main St., Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Paddy McGoldrick “Paddy’s”, Main St., Carrick-on-Shannon,
P. Flynn & Co., Supermarket, Main St., Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Doherty's Bakery, Main St., Carrick-on-Shannon,
Betty Holt, Holts, Bridge St., Carrick-on-Shannon,
Denis Prior, Newsagent, Main St., Carrick-on-Shannon,
Eileen Murray, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Maureen Dunne, Draper, Main Street, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Gilmartin’s Cash & Carry, Dublin Road, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Michael O’Rourke, Jet Filling Station, Leitrim Road, Carrick-on- 
Shannon.
New PMPA Insurance Co., St. George’s Terrace, Carrick-on- 
Shannon.
Esso Teo./Jones Oil Co. Ltd., Station Rd., Carrick-on-Shannon.
John Lowe & Co., Bridge Street, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Joseph Brady & Co., Insurance Brokers, Main Street, Carrick-on- 
Shannon.
McWeeney Family, The Bush Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
McWeeneys, Builder’s Suppliers, Hartley, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Mrs T. Hopkins, Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Rita McWeeney, Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon.
ACC PLC, Main Street, Mohiil.
Padraig Ellis, NCF, Mohiil.
Gerry Donnellan, Maxol Filling Station, Leitrim.
Peter Cryan, Leitrim.
Vera Donnellan, Leitrim.
David Carthy, Leitrim.
Seamus Gibbons, Leitrim.
Peter Guckian, Fawn, Leitrim,
Pat McGowan, The Leitrim Inn, Leitrim,
William McNulty, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
John & Eileen Farrell, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
Mary B. Goldrick, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
John Joe Keane, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
John Mulvey, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
Josephine Goldrick, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
Joe Downey, Newbrook, Leitrim,
Sonny Keane, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
Mary Lynch, Ballinawing, Leitrim,
Tom Keane, Sheffield, Leitrim,
Liam Shanley, Sheffield, Leitrim,
Henry Molloy, Sheffield, Leitrim,
Bridie Reilly, Sheffield, Leitrim,
Joan Flynn, Kilnagross P.O.,
Mrs. E. Kelleher, Kildare P.O.,
Paddy Joe Keane, Knocknasowna, Kildare,
James & Eileen McWeeney, DrumlifTen, Kildare,
P.J. & Maura Lynch, The Sheemore Lounge, Kildare,
Matt and Mary Brigid Gralton, Effernagh, Carrick-on-Shannon. 
Kenoy’s Bar, Jamestown, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Mr and Mrs T. Moran, Drumshanbo.
John and Rosaleen Dicks, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, 
England.
Mr and Mrs Tommie Mooney, Stradbelly, Co. Leix.
Mrs Stratton, Killashee, Co. Longford.
U2 (The Group).

Pat Farrell, Administrator of Galvia Hospital, (Jalway.
Drumshanbo Mart pic., Drumshanbo.
Bank of Ireland, Drumshanbo.

THE BACK COVER
The Back Cover is a I9K6 drawing ofShann by Eotn O'l.aighin (Eoin l.ane). son nt Audrey 
Dolan, (formerly of Shannon Lodge) and Ihe lale Cormac Lane, reproduced by kind 
permission.
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An Old Canal Barge "59 M” moored at Leitrim Quay (1988)
Photo D.S.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

THE LAST WORD
I have tried to be as selective as possible in the material in 

this magizinc. While articles and stories of an historical 
nature predominate, every aspect of life in the parish is 
touched upon insofar as is possible with the material 
received. If anyone of any section of the community is left 
out. it is because no material was received from that source. 
“You can bring a horse to the water....... ”

Finally, the Printers. From thc onset, every 
encouragement was received from the “Observer” and 
during the actual designing and laying-out of the finished 
product, every help was forthcoming. Tolerence was tested 
several times and not found wanting. I must mention, in 
particular, Pat Dunne. Sean Doyle, Michael Kelly, Eugene 
Phelan and John Healy. My thanks also to Claire Fitzgerald 
and Roger Eldridge for sketches and cover design.

The Editor
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“....we’re home before the sun goes down, 
and sleep is sweet in Carrick Town.......”

Susan L. Mitchell

SHANNON LODGE
The first (and last} sight of 
Carrick from the road and river.
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