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INTRODUCTION
I have pleasure in presenting to the people of Ballinamore Sliabh
an larainn Slopes; History of Ballinamore Town and Parish. It is my
attempt to piece together glimpses of their past from scattered
information I collected during research into aspects of Leitrim
history. I deliberately use the word 'glimpses' as I am conscious that
there are many aspects of the history of the parish that I have only
been able to touch on.
It is important that a community know its history, claim it, learn
its lessons, avoid its mistakes and draw pride and inspiration from
its achievements. To do otherwise is to behave like a man who has
lost his memory. He is unsure of his present and incapable of
charting a future for himself. Slieve an larainn Slopes (especially in the
19th century) is largely a story of survival. In it we see our ancestors
eking a living from mountain side and unfriendly drumlin. Words
like famine, destitution, fever, death, emigration, poorhouse,
eviction, feature frequently in it. This is inevitable as they were
integral parts of the scene. It is the story of landlord and tenant,
Catholic and Protestant, clergy and people, fenian and parliamenta
rian. The friction between these was constant, frequently boiling
over into violence as happened at the so-called battle of Ardrum hill.
Underneath this again was another stratum of violence, even more
vicious, caused by family disputes over land, mearings, inheritance,
wills, etc. These could be bitter and prolonged leading to faction
fights and litigation. People were prepared to fight and even kill or
maim for the four green fields.
Alongside this picture of a factious, violent society is another
picture, equally valid, of a deeply religious people that built the
churches and gave sons and daughters to the missions. It is
sometimes hard to understand or to reconcile these two. It is equally
hard to reconcile the part played by religious faith and superstition
in their lives. Both played a big role in determining their actions.
The most damaging factor of all in the history of the parish has
been emigration which has relentlessly knawed at the soul of the
community since the Famine. As generation after generation left
IV
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draining away the hope, vision and vitality that only youth can give,
fatalism set in among those who remained.
Ballinamore and its hinterland has experienced more change over
the past thirty years than it did for one hundred years before. During
that time a whole way of life has virtually disappeared before our
eyes. Looking ahead to the next twenty years areas that were once
living parts of the community with their own history, folklore
traditions will be enveloped by commercial forest and trees will
blanket over where once there were people. I think it is important that
this way of life, the factors that shaped it and equally those that
caused its demise should be recorded for posterity. I have tried to do
this in the pages that follow.
Ta suil agam go mbainfidh lucht a leite taithneamh as; go
gcuirfidh se ar a gcumas triall siar ar bhealach na staire i
gcomhluadar a n-aithreacha agus a n-aithreacha suid ag stracailt
leis an duiche chadranta timpeall orthu ag iarraidh beo a bhaint as;
go dtuigfidh siad nios fearr iad; go mbainfidh siad mortas phobail
agus spreagadh as an oidhreacht luachmhar a d'fhag siad againn.

St Kilian's,
Mullagh
Co. Cavan
2 Nov. 1991.
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SECTION I
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I

PARISH OF OUGHTERAGH
INTRODUCTION

The parish of Oughteragh (Uachtar Achadh, the upper field or
meadow) gets its name from the townland in which the medieval
parish church was built. Today the name is almost obsolete except in
official Church documents and the parish is referred to as
Ballinamore. Even the townland of Oughteragh itself is popularly
known as Tarmon, meaning 'Church lands', and Oughteragh is
reserved for the graveyard. The parish stretches from the shores of
Garadice, north-west along the slopes of Sliabh an Iarainn to Bencroy
at a height of 1,707 feet above sea level. More than half of it is above
the 600 feet contour line. The south-eastern half consists of drumlin
hills interspersed by- areas of lime-stone, lakes, pasture, bog and
low-lying land subject to frequent flooding by the Ballinamore and
Ballyconnell Canal which runs through the parish from St John's
Lough to Garadice. In all it covers an area of just over 20,000 acres
divided into eighty-eight townlands. The medieval parish of
Oughteragh was larger than the present parish. Nine townlands
were taken from it about 1800 to help to make up the newly
constituted parish of Lower Drumreilly (Glendargan, Clogher,
Drumcroman, Drumgownagh, Glennanbeg, Glennanmore, Kiltycreevagh, Kiltyhugh, Mulnavannoge).

MEDIEVAL PARISH OF OUGHTERAGH
The district comprising the present parishes of Oughteragh and
the two Drumreillys was known in medieval times as Cinel
Luachain. It was called after a branch of the Conmaicne people who
had settled around Fenagh in the 6th century and subsequently
peopled all of South Leitrim and North Longford. Around the year
750, another migration of people took place from Mid-Roscommon
and settled in what is today North Leitrim, South Fermanagh and
West Cavan. They were known as the Ui Briuin, and later the
O'Rourkes became their hereditary chieftains. They exercised an
3
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overlordship over the Conmaicne whose chieftains were the
MacRaghnaill or Reynolds.
In the 12th century the Irish Church experienced a period of
spiritual renewal and re-organization resulting in the division of the
country into dioceses and parishes. One would expect Oughteragh
and Drumreilly to have been included in Ardagh — which was the
diocese of the Conmaicne — seeing they were Conmaicne people.
Instead both were included in Kilmore, the diocese of the Ui Briuin.
We will never know how this happened. One possible explanation is
that Muircertach Ui Maelmocherighe or Earley, (almost certainly a
Cinel Luachain bishop) who was bishop of Kilmore from about 1137
to 1150 had the two parishes included in the new diocese of Kilmore.
The tearman or Church lands of Oughteragh .were: Oughteragh
or Tarmon, Drumgownagh, Camagh, Cornacreagh, Cornageeragh,
Derrinkeher, Unsinagh, Cromlin, Kilnamaddyroe, Prabagh, Currogue, Curraghnabania, Demasmallen. These belonged to the bishop
of Kilmore, while the mensal lands of the clergy were Miskaun
Glebe, Drumdartan Glebe and Greaghrevaghmore Glebe, later the
glebe lands of the Protestant rectory.
The erenachs of the church lands of Oughteragh in the 15th and
16th century were the O'Maelmocherighe or Earleys. They were also a
great clerical family. We have already seen how Muircertach
O'Maelmocherighe was bishop of Kilmore in the 12th century. In
1414 the perpetual vicarage of Oughteragh, vacant by the death of
Simon O'Maelmocherighe, was granted by a Papal Bull to John
O'Maelmocherighe, and shortly after this Rome appointed the same
John to the vicarage of Drumreilly that had fallen vacant by the death
of Ferghal O'Maelmocherighe. Between 1414 and 1422 a dispute
raged between Luke O'Rodaghan (Redican) and Gilla Iosa
O'Maelmocherighe over the rectory of Drumreilly and Oughteragh.
In 1459 John O'Maelmocherighe was appointed to the united
vicarages of Oughteragh and Drumreilly. He is described as a Canon
of the Diocese of Kilmore. He was later deprived of both. In 1479 he
was appointed rector of the Hospital of the Poor at Drumreilly to
which the rectory of Drumreilly was added to augment his income.

Stone on which the Sign of the Cross
was traced during the Station.

Sf Brigid's Head.

ST BRIGID'S WELL

It is still popular belief in the Ballinamore area that St Brigid
visited Oughteragh with her cow, rested there, founded a church and
blessed a holy well which has ever since been the scene of a pattern

St Patrick's Well, Miskaun (1988) showing rags on bushes (Hugh McTeigue in
background).
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in her honour on her feast day. This belief conveniently telescopes
the centuries taking us back to the early days of Christianity, and
gives Oughteragh an antiquity which in actual fact it does not have.
The association of St Brigid with the parish springs from the fact that
the medieval church of Oughteragh was dedicated to the saint. This
does not pre-date the 12th century when the country was first
divided into dioceses and parishes. This church continued in use
down to the 17th century when it was confiscated with its glebe
lands and handed over to the Protestant Church. There is a tradition
that it was used for a time for Protestant worship. This also happened
in the case of Fenagh, Lower Drumreilly and Templeport. There is
also a tradition that the stones from it were used to build the present
Protestant church.
Popular devotion to St Brigid, patron saint of the parish, grew up
around the ruined church not before the 17th or 18th century. One
possible suggestion as to how this came about is that religious
ceremonies in honour of patron saints were probably carried out at
parish churches by the clergy in pre-reformation times. After the
17th century wars and the penal laws when there was hardly a parish
church left, the patron day ceremonies survived as gatherings of the
laity at the ruined church, monastery or holy well. They helped to
meet the need among Catholics for formal public religious
ceremonies and the absence of the clergy to give them direction gave
freedom for superstition and in some instances secular amusements,
drink and abuses of all kinds.
The only surviving link with the medieval church of St Brigid is
a few pieces of masonry — one of them a carved stone head.
Although traditionally believed to be a representation of St Brigid's
head, it is, in fact, more like a man's head with a beard. It survived
over the years lying at the base of a tree in the old graveyard, until
about 1963 when it was inserted into the new church, — a link
between the old and the new going back to medieval times. It
survived because tradition gave it an antiquity going back to St
Brigid. People were afraid to interfere with this sacred piece of parish
heritage. Those who attempted to do so were said to have 'come to a
bad end'.

When the Protestant church was being built they brought St
Brigid's head and put it in the wall but it was gone next
morning back to Oughteragh. Each time they brought it the
same happened. Finally, a mason set it in cement and when he

was finished he hit it a crack of his hammer and a bit fell off the
face down on his foot. His foot never got better and he had to
get it off. You can still see the bit gone off the face all the time.
Another version of this story claims that the mason died of a
nose-bleed that night. Stories of stones associated with holy sites
being removed and returning miraculously to their original location
are to be found all over the country. In this instance the story serves
to explain why a part of the face is missing as well as a warning to
anyone who might be tempted to interfere with it.
In 1836 John O'Donovan wrote in his Ordnance Survey Letters for
Leitrim:

The parish of Oughteragh is dedicated to St Brigid from whom
two holy wells in the parish are named. One of these wells is
close to the old burial grounds in the townland of Tarmon or
Oughteragh, the other lies in Cloverhill at a distance of about
200 perches from the former.
The stations are still performed at both with great
advantage, for one of them not many years ago restored sight to
a blind person after he had performed the station with due
veneration and enthusiastic confidence in the intercession of St
Brigid.

O'Donovan mentions two other wells in the parish — one in
Cromlin of which there is no trace and the other, St Patrick's well, a
wart well, in the townland of Miskaun. It is still visited occasionally
for the cure of the warts.
You visited the well (St Patrick's) and washed your hands in it
saying three Hail Marys. You brought a bit of a rag with you
and tied it on a bush. When the rag rotted and fell off so did the
warts. The old people used to say that you weren't a christen
(Christian) if you didn't take off your cap and say a prayer at
Patrick's well on the way to the bog . . .
There is no trace of the holy well near Oughteragh graveyard
mentioned by O'Donovan and marked on the first Ordnance Survey
map. Again tradition supplies an easy explanation why it
disappeared: 'A number of men coming home from a fair in town
started to fight. One of them got a cut nose and washed it in St

7
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Brigid's well. Next morning the well had changed to another field . .
Like the story of St Brigid's head moving back to its original location,
stories of holy wells moving once they had been desecrated are also
common in folklore.
The pattern (Irish patrun, English patron) to St Brigid's well on
1 February still survives as a popular devotion in a relatively
small area consisting of Aughanasheelin, Ballinamore, Upper and
Lower Drumreilly. It is rarely patronised by people from outside this
area. It survived despite the fact that the local clergy were generally
indifferent to it and some were even hostile, believing that, such
practices should have no place in an age of growing religious
sophistication. People still brave the wet and cold of the 1
February to do their station. It is done partly as an act of penance and
partly to invoke God's blessing, through the intercession of Brigid,
on their families, livestock and crops in the year ahead. Some do it as
a protection against all kinds of evil and disease or in search of a cure
or special favour. As the 1 February was also the first day of Spring,
preparations would shortly be under way for the Spring's
work. One Aughnasheelin man put it "you did your station in
Oughteragh and went from there to Tom Earley's to order your loy
shaft and you had that in your hands until the end of April". The
night before, Crosoga or St Brigid's Crosses, were made with some
ceremonial and hung up in rooms and outhouses as a protection
from evil.

Station at St Brigid's Well (1991).

ST BRIGID'S STATION

(a) Say the Rosary on the way to the graveyard.
(b) Prayers for the dead inside the gate on arrival.
(c) Go around the first tree three times clockwise saying each

M

There are as many versions of the station as people doing it, all
basically the same, all claiming to be the authentic one. They differ
mainly in the combinations of prayers recited during the different
stages of the station. All of them specify the Rosary on the way to
Oughteragh, (sometimes the fifteen decades); prayers for the dead on
arrival inside the gate; three rounds of each of the three trees in the
old graveyard; prayers at 'St Brigid's head'; three rounds of the well
drinking sips of water from it. The following version taken from Pat
O'Rourke, High St, in 1937 is just one of six different versions of the
station that I have been able to come by:

9

8

Leitrim Local Studies

(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)

time one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Apostles
Creed. Repeat this at the other two trees.
Go to St Brigid's head and trace the Sign of the Cross on it
three times and kiss it.
Go to the well, do three rounds of it saying Our Father, Hail
Mary, Glory Be, and the Creed each time.
Each time you go around the well take three sips of water
from it.
Take home some of the water from the well.

Other versions specify prayers at St Brigid's head; that the Sign
of the Cross be traced on it with a small stone; that another Rosary be
said on the way from the graveyard to the well. The custom of leaving
behind tokens usually personal belongings of a worthless kind such
as broken rosaries, crosses, safety pins, hair-pins, medals, coins, is
now gone at St Brigid's well with the exception of a few coins thrown
into it. In the old days it was usual to have quite a varied collection of
items thrown in or near the well after pattern day. Gone also is the
custom of tying rags on nearby bushes but this is still to be seen at St
Patrick's well in Miskaun. While no particular colour of rag was
specified and all colours were used, red was considered preferable as
it was considered best to ward off all evil including witch-craft and
fairies.
THE CHURCHES OF OUGHTERAGH

In the first half of the 19th century Catholic religious practices
were severely limited both in the frequency of attendance at Sunday
Mass, the range of devotional exercises and the degree of ceremony
with which public worship was celebrated. Churches were small, too
small to accommodate their congregations many of whom had to
stand outside. They had no seats, statues, pictures, the Blessed
Sacrament was not reserved in them. They were not used for
baptisms, marriages, funerals, — only for the celebration of Sunday
Mass.
The other spiritual needs of people were catered for by 'Stations'
held periodically in different houses where the priest, heard
confessions, gave some religious instruction and offered Mass.
Stations survived long after the parish had been equipped with
churches. They were still held in parts of Aughnasheelin well into
this century, the last being in Tullywana school as recently as the

1930s when Fr Jim Joe O'Reilly was curate there. Fr Dominic McBreen
PP (1879-1908) used to examine people on the catechism during
stations and the men used to huddle near the door, half in view, to
avoid the embarrassment of being questioned. Mrs Mary E. Guckian
of Gubnaveagh recalled stations as she remembered them in the
early years of this century in Knockacullion:

I remember having to walk to town as a young girl (seven miles)
to get lump sugar for the priest's breakfast ... He got a special
breakfast . . . He used to hear confession in the room and the
men would be standing around the room door jostling with
each other to see who'd get going next to Confession . . .

The second half of the 19th century saw a complete change in
Irish Catholic practice. Bigger and better churches were built in more
central locations, attendance at Sunday Mass improved dramatically,
elements like parish missions, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament,
Stations of the Cross, Forty Hours Adoration, Sodalities, Confraterni
ties became a standard part of religious practice. Devotional aids like
rosary beads, scapulars, medals, statues also came into vogue. In
other words Catholic practice took on the form that it still holds.
In the penal and post-penal period the people of Oughteragh
attended Mass in two Mass-houses, one in Killadough and the other
in Dernasmallen. We know nothing about Killadough except a vague
tradition that Mass was celebrated there in penal times. The first
Ordnance Survey (1837) marked the site as a graveyard. It also
marked a road from the town running up Tully hill (Tully lane) and
coming to a dead end in Aghatawney, reasonably near to the site
linking it with the town. Dernasmallen church, on the other hand, is
marked on the same map as a long building to the right of Cromlin
bridge. It was also in use as a school in 1826. It must have been a
flimsy building as John O'Donovan tells us in his Ordnance Survey
Letters (1836) that it was destroyed by a flood in the Cromlin river
some years before.
ST MARY'S CHURCH, AUGHNASHEELIN

By 1843 when the present church in Aughnasheelin was built
there was a teeming population of over 4000 people in the half
parish. Knockacullion, for example had 254 people in 1841,
Curraghnabannia 285 and Gubnaveagh 166. We do not know when
11
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St Mary's Church, Aughnasheelin (c. 1951).

the Church in Dernasmallan was built but by the 1840s it was out of
reach of the majority of the people of the half parish. It must be
remembered that there were no roads or by-roads in the greater part
of the half-parish until much later and people wishing to go to Mass
in Demasmallen had to travel along Mass-passes, over stiles and
across stepping stones in the mountain rivers that could be swept
away by floods from Sunday to Sunday. Even with the present road
net-work it took an hour and a half to walk from 'O'Callaghan's
bottoms' (upper part of Knockacullion) to the present church. When
the people of Aughnasheelin came to build a new church it was
reasonable to expect that they would move away to a more
convenient site. In 1841 Fr Hugh Cassidy, a native of Drumlane,
became curate in Aughnasheelin. The dedication stone of the present
church carries his name as well as that of the parish priest, the
famous preacher and controversalist, Fr Tom Maguire, as the two
men responsible for building it at a time of grinding poverty on the
eve of the Great Famine. It was built in a small townland called
Aughnasheelin (now part of Drumbibe) which gave its name to the
church area or half-parish.
The decision to move away from Cromlin to a more central
location was a response to demographic change that had taken place
over the previous forty odd years. According to tradition it was
originally decided to build the new church in Derrinkeher
McDonnell opposite what was then the rectory and that the rector at
the time did not want to have the Catholic church opposite his gate.
He offered them £100, a big sum of money then, and an alternative
site if they would move. The site where work had actually begun on
cutting the foundations in Derrinkeher is still pointed out. This may
or may not have been true. A more obvious explanation for the
second move was not the intervention of the rector but the fact that
the site which was on the side of a hill was unsuitable, especially if
they wanted a graveyard as well.
As far as we know there was no graveyard in Aughnasheelin
until the church was built. Prior to this and indeed for many decades
afterwards many of them buried in Oughteragh and some of the
oldest headstones in the old Oughteragh graveyard are from
Cromlin, Unsinagh and Dernasmallan. More of them from the upper
part of the half-parish buried in Annadale while some buried in
Fenagh. The oldest headstone in Aughnasheelin dates to 1842 which
shows that the graveyard was in use for a time before the church was
built. The church was a fine solid building with a clay floor — later

12
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flags were put down. According to tradition the flags were brought
on ass-back from Gubnaveagh. In 1854 it is described as unceiled and
the walls roughly plastered. The curate's stable was built in the
church yard. The curate himself was in lodgings locally. A Mrs
Flanagan was living in the gate-house attached to the church. There
is a tradition that the curate used to live at one time in Unsinagh.
Tradition also tells us that it had no seats and that the first to have a
seat in it was a family of Caffertys. In 1967 it was re-constructed at a
cost of £17,454.00 by Fr Hugh Brady CC. The contractors were
McGarry Bros., Ballinamore.
ST PATRICK'S CHURCH, BALLINAMORE

Where did the Catholics of Ballinamore half of the parish go to
Mass prior to the opening of the church in 1820? Did they continue to
go to Killadough or was there a make-shift Mass-house in or near the
town? If there was, no tradition of it survives. Work was started on
the church in Ballinamore in 1814 or 1815 by Fr James Magauran PP,
who became Bishop of Ardagh in 1815. It was completed by his
successor, Fr Hugh O'Reilly, and dedicated in 1820. There is a
tradition that they were unable to finish it and that it stood for a time
roofless until Charles Sharpley, the town's leading Catholic
businessman, sent his horses and carts to Sligo for the roof-timber.
The dedication stone of the church which is now inserted in the
outer wall at the rear of the present church reads: Deo Maximo et
optimo in honorem Sancti Patritii hoc templum aedificatum
ditatumque fuit anno domini MDCCXX. Strangely enough it was
dedicated to St Patrick and not as one would have expected to St
Brigid, the traditional patron of the parish. It was a poor barn type
church devoid of any architectural character, a testimony to the
poverty of the time.
After a time it was too small for its congregation with the growth
in Mass attendance after the Famine and had to be extended in the
1850s by Fr Peter Curran PP (1848-69). He built the nave, belfry,
porches and the 'back or big gallery' in 1856. He also installed a very
ornate high altar in 1859 which is now in the new church. Two
further galleries were added at the beginning of this century by Pat
O'Rourke, High St — the mens' gallery in the right transept and the
womens' gallery in the left. A section of the big gallery was
traditionally occupied by the elite of the town almost as of right. This
was the equivalent of special pews in other churches and was a

common feature of churches in towns throughout the country. It was
referred to by the remainder of the congregation as 'the swanks
gallery'. A small section to the left of the high altar was reserved for
the Sisters of Mercy referred to as the nuns' pew. In 1855 an attempt
was made to use the grounds surrounding the chapel as a graveyard
but this fell through although there were some burials at the back of
the chapel.
Although the idea of building a new church was first mentioned
as far back as 1910 by Fr Patrick Finegan it was not until 1944 that
John Canon O'Reilly PP VF launched a fund to build it. The initial
impetus was not sustained after his death in 1948 as times were very
hard in the post-war years. In the late 'fifties the decision was taken
to build and the fund raising which had never ceased was renewed
with new urgency by Mgr Michael Kelly PP VF and Fr John A. Young
CC. Wisely they decided on a site in the centre of the town where the
church would be easily accessible to all — the site of the old
Methodist church and two houses — McAllister's and Martha
McParlane's. The new church was designed by Philip N. Shaffrey
and the contractor was P. J. McLoughlin, Longford. It was blessed
and opened by Dr Austin Quinn on 12 May 1963 and cost £68,623.

14

15

New Church.

Leitrim Local Studies

ALTAR OF

ALTAR Of

BLESSED VlftCM MARY

SABTT JOSEPH

St Patrick's Church, Ballinamore (1920s).

«

it

lMMt—1

it

>•

U..J

SCALE IH FEET

THE

OLD

CHURCH

BALLINAMORE
Sanctuary of the old church.
Ground plan of the Old Church.

17

16

Leitrim Local Studies

The special sermon on the occasion was preached by Rev. Charles J.
Travers, St Patrick's College, Cavan.
Fr Tom Maguire PP, (1835-47) lived in his own private house in
Ardrum, known as Munroe Cottage (Thomas Costelloe's). Until
recently the hill leading to it from the town was called 'Munroe Brae'.
After his death in 1847 it passed to his family. His successor Fr Peter '
Curran, (1848-69), a native of Kinkeen, Upper Drumreilly, lived in a
private house which he built in 1851 in Aghadark and to which he
gave the name Curranmount. The curate Fr John Boylan lived in
High St in 1856 (Mrs Reilly's). He also owned the garden between his
house and the court house. In the 1870s the parish bought Thomas
Connolly's house beside the old chapel (the present entrance to Jack
Neale's factory). This remained the curate's residence until the
present house was built about 1954. Fr Thomas Brady PP, (1867-79)
was responsible for building the curate's house in Aughnasheelin in
1878 and also the parish priest's house in Ballinamore in 1874. It was
replaced in the late 'sixties by the present house built by Patrick
Canon McNiffe (1964-73). The parochial farm (22 acres) was bought
by Fr Patrick Finegan for £300 from the Sisters of Mercy on 14 April
1910.

Convent of Mercy.

SISTERS OF MERCY

The Irish Sisters of Mercy were founded in Baggot St, Dublin by
Catherine McAuley in 1831. The spread of the Order throughout the
English speaking world was phenomenal. Between 1831 and 1894
seventy-seven independent foundations were made in Ireland alone.
On 23 August 1868 the Mercy Sisters came to Belturbet. Three years
later, 21 November 1871, three sisters came to Ballinamore from
Belturbet to establish a foundation there at the request of Fr Tom
Brady PP. They were Sisters Joseph Houlohan (Superioress),
Philomena O'Brien and Stanislaus Molloy. All three had came from
Bolton, England to Belturbet in 1868.
They took possession of the vacant RIC barracks in Aghadark. It
was a two-storey building with a basement and by all accounts was
in very poor repair when the Sisters moved there in 1871. They
opened an infant school in a thatched house opposite the convent
and later took charge of the new girls school built in 1889. They also
ran a lace-factory at the back of the old barracks which gave
employment to women and girls in the town. Lace-making was an
important part of the programme in their school. It ceased

Mercy Sisters (c. 1950). Back (I. to r.): Sister Stephanie, Cecilia, Imelda, Attracta,
Brigid, Dytnpna. Front: Mother Columba, Srs Vincent, De Lourdes, Benedict.
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production in the early years of this century. In 1894 they purchased
a farm of land (42a. 2r. 5p.) from the representatives of John Johnson
for £345. In 1910 they sold twenty acres of it to the parish priest, Fr
Patrick Finegan.
The old convent had become overcrowded with fifteen nuns in
1915 and was in very poor repair. The bishop, Dr Patrick Finegan,
who was parish priest of Ballinamore until he was made bishop in
1910, at first refused to grant the Sisters permission to build a new
convent on the grounds that they had no money. He was later
persuaded to relent by Fr Charles Flynn PP and work started in 1916
when Mother Mary Carlos was superioress. The contractor was Mr J.
Kelly, Longford and the architects Messrs Anthony Scott, Dublin and
the contract price £6,000. It was opened on Trinity Sunday 1918.

II

TEACH ALL NATIONS . . .
The following directory of forty-four priests, sixty-three sisters
and three brothers is meant to perpetuate the memory of a sizeable
number of sons and daughters of the parish who gave their lives to
the spread of the Gospel, especially as missionaries, in places like
Perth in W. Australia, Korea, Nevada, USA, Timaru in New Zealand,
Peru, Brazil, South Africa, Nigeria, Ethiopia etc.

GERARD CANNING
Born 28 Dec. 1934 to Peter Canning
and Rita O'Rourke, Curranmount;
Holy Cross College, Clonliffe, Dub
lin; ord. 21 May 1961 for the
Archdiocese of Dublin; presently
CC Balbally, Dublin.

JsL

PETER CANNING
Born to Peter Canning and Rita O'Rourke, Curranmount; Holy Cross
College, Clonliffe, Dublin; ord. for Archdiocese of Dublin.
MICHAEL COSTELLO
Born the 25 May 1916 of Thomas
Costello and Ann Callaghan,
Greaghrevaghmore;
Maynooth,
ord. 23 June 1940; Lancaster (1940),
CC Ballaghameehan (1951), Glenfarne (1954), PP Ballaghameehan
(1961); PP VF Killann (1978); d. 30
April 1987.
GERARD CRYAN
Born 15 July 1962 of Joseph and
Bernadette Cryan, Main St Ballina
more; St Patrick's College, Kiltegan,
Irish College, Rome, ord. 3 July
1988; Irish College, Rome for furth
er studies (1988-9); Cathedral par
ish, Sligo (1989-).
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BERNARD CULLEN
Born 1856 of Michael Cullen and Alice Earley, Derrinkeher Roycroft;
Ballinamore Classical School; All Hallows College 1876; Not ordained.
BERNARD LEO DOLAN
St Peter's, Wexford; ord. 7 June 1928; appointed to St Bernard's,
Shirehampton, Bristol; d. 23 March 1933; buried at Aughnasheelin
church.

BERNARD LEO DOLAN
Born 26 April 1937 of John F. Dolan and Mary Anne Roddy,
Corramartin; St Patrick's College, Carlow; ord. 8 June 1963; CC St
Alphege, Bath (1963-69); Immaculate Conception, Shroud (1969-70);
Missionary service in San Paulo, Brazil (1970-).

EDWARD JOSEPH DOLAN
Bom 1877 of Peter Dolan and
Frances Pinkman, Lisnatullagh;
Maynooth, ord. 11 June 1905; CC
Chapelizod for two years; d. 26
June 1912 in Lisnatullagh; buried at
Ballinamore church.

JAMES DOLAN
Born of John F. Dolan and Mary Anne Roddy, Corramartin; St
Patrick’s Carlow, ord. 8 June 1968; Diocese of Paterson, N.J. USA, 1968.

JOSEPH DOLAN
Bom 20 June 1904, Corramartin; St Peter’s Wexford, ord. 17 Dec. 1927;
CC Pro-Cathedral, Bristol (1927-29); St Nicholas of Tolentin (1932-3);
Frome (1933-6); PP Amesbury (1936-49); St Alpege, Bath (1949); St
Nicholas of Tolentino, Bristol; Appointed Canon of the Diocesan
Chapter (Titular) 1955; d. 9 April 1965.

MICHAEL DOLAN
Born 4 July 1875 of Charles Dolan
and Margaret O'Rourke, Lisnatullagh;
Maynooth, ord. 13 March 1902; CC
Glangevlin (1902); Kilmore (1904);
Kilsherdany (1907); Redhills (1909);
Drumkilly (1919); PP Killinkere
(1927); PP VF Kinlough (1932); PP
VG Cloonclare (1951); d. 25 April
1959.
THOMAS DOLAN
Born of Peter Dolan and Mary nee
Lisnatullagh;
Kilmore
Dolan,
Academy (1853-59); Maynooth, ord.
1866? for the Archdiocese of Dub
lin; CC Saggart and Rathcool (1867),
Ashford (1874), Baldoyle (1882),
Howth (1883); PP Avoca (1892), PP
Skerries (1900); d. 1 Oct. 1919.
THOMAS DOLAN
Born 12 June 1843 of Edward Dolan and Margaret Rose McPartlan,
Lisnatullagh; All Hallows College, ord. 18 June 1967; Jefferson City,
Missouri (1967).
TIERNAN DOLAN
Born 1812 of Tiernan Dolan and
Abigail McGovern, Lisnatullagh; St
Patrick's College Carlow ? ord.
before 1837; CC Rathfarnham
(Templeogue) (1837-66); Adm.
Cabinteely (1866); retired when
Cabinteely was united with Little
Bray; d. 8 July 1892.

JOSEPH DOLAN
Born 18 Jan. 1935 of John F. Dolan and Mary Anne Roddy,
Corramartin; Society of St Columban (Maynooth Mission to China),
ord. 21 December 1959; Diocese of Kwangju, Korea (I960-).
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PATRICK DOLAN
Born 17 November 1945 of Edward
Dolan and Margaret McPartlan,
Lisnatullagh; AU Hallows College,
ord. 20 June 1971, Jefferson City, Mis
souri (1971).
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DANIEL GALLOGLY
Born 2 Oct. 1935 of John James
Gallogly and Mary Ellen Gallagher,
Drumrane; Maynooth, ord. 18 June
1961; St. Patrick's College, Cavan
1961; CC Drung (1962), St Patrick's
College (1964), President (1981); PP
Mullagh (1991).
PETER A. GALLOGLY
Bom 7 Nov. 1933 of Thomas Gallogly and Catherine Doran,
Drumrane; Maynooth, ord. 19 June 1960; CC Kilmainhamwood
(1960); CC Lavey (1965).
THOMAS HARVEY
Born 22 Oct. 1948 of Thomas Harvey and Bernadette Gilhooly,
Aghlin; Kilkenny, ord. 10 June 1973; CC Cavan (1973).

JOHN HEERAN (Fr Patrick)
Born 5 Jan. 1918 of Francis Heeran
and Rose Cafferty, Greaghrevaghbeg; Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts; ord. Washington, USA, 22
May 1945. d. Van Nuys, California,
23 May 1985.
PETER CHARLES KELLEGHER (Fr
Charles)
Bom 20 June 1913 of Myles J.
Kellegher and Ellen McTague, Cornawall; Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts at Tremeloo, Belgium (1935);
ord. Toulouse 21 Dec. 1940; d.
Cootehill, 27 Nov. 1975.
CYRIL KIERAN (Fr Brendan)
Bom 19 June 1928 of Patrick
Kieran and Elizabeth Flynn, Main
St, Ballinamore; Congregation of
the Sacred Hearts (1949), ord. 21
Sept. 1954; Cootehill (1955-62); La
Peunte (1962-4); Cootehill (1964-);
presently chaplain to the Irish
army.

AUGUSTINE H. LEADEN
Born 6 Febr. 1929 of Hugh Leaden
and Winifred Duignan, Drumlonan; Maynooth, ord. 20 June 1954;
Birmingham (1954); CC Coronea
(1956); St Patrick's College (1956);
CC Kinlough (1971); PP VF Lurgan
(1985); PP Killinagh-Glangevlin
(1987).

Jf

MICHAEL MORAN (Fr Columba)
Born 1895 of Michael Moran and
Mary Ann Leathern, Kiltynasinnagh; Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts at Vierlingsbeek, Holland
(1918); ord. 1924 at Ghent, Belgium;
d. 14 Febr. at Newbedford, Mass.,
USA.
HUGH McCABE
Born 4 Dec. 1860 of James McCabe
and Anne Fanning of Kiltymoodan;
Ballinamore Classical School; All
Hallows College, 1877; ord. 1883 for
the Diocese of Grassvalley (now the
Diocese of Sacramento, California);
d. 6 July 1890.

A. J
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McCarthy

Born 31 Jan. 1942 of Michael
McCarthy and Vera Carey, Church
St, Ballinamore; Holy Cross Col
lege, Clonliffe, ord. 22 May 1966; St
Anne's Hospital, Northbrook Rd
(1966-70); CC Athy (1970-72);
Radharc TV Unit (1972-82); CC
Pro-Cathedral (1982-6); Adminis
trator Pro-Cathedral (1986-91); Edi
tor of Religious Programmes, RTE
(1991-).

CHARLES O'REILLY
Born 25 July 1911 of John O'Reilly,
Drumdartan; St Peter's College,
Wexford, ord. 9 June 1935, Diocese
of Birmingham (1935); d. 1988.

WALTER McGRATH
Born 20 April 1901 of Walter
McGrath and Maria Galligan, Cam
bridge, Mass., USA; Maynooth,
ord. 21 June 1925; Los Angeles
(1925); CC Drumlane (1930); Kilmainhamwood
(1937);
Lavey
(1941); Ballinamore (1952); PP Killinagh (1957); d. 12 June 1962.

THOMAS F. McTEIGUE
Born 22 March 1915 of Philip and
Anne McTeigue, Kiltynasinnagh; St
Peter's, Wexford, ord. 12 June 1938
for Baker Diocese, Oregon, USA; d.
15 Dec. 1960 at St Joseph's,
Prineville, Oregan, USA.

CONLETH O'REILLY
Born 1918 of George Reilly and
Elizabeth O'Neill, Derrinkeher
McDonnell; Passionist Order; ord.
1932; served at Mount Argus,
Dublin, Enniskillen, Holy Cross
Ardoyne, Belfast, Crossgar, Co.
Down, CC Teconnaught, Downpat
rick, Co. Down (1988-).

MICHAEL O'ROURKE
Born 23 August 1860 of Hugh O'Rourke and Catherine Dolan,
Cromlin; Ballinamore Classical School; All Hallows College 1880;
ord. 1885 for the Diocese of Kingston; d. 4 Sept. 1927.

STEPHEN O'ROURKE
Born of John O'Rourke and Jane
King, Unsinagh; All Hallows Col
lege, Dublin, ord. 1911 for Ballarat,
Victoria, Australia; d. 20 Dec. 1964.

James
O'Rourke and Mary Graham, Tully,
Ballinamore; Missionary Sons of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary
(Claretians) (1950), ord. 7 Dec. 1958.

CHARLES O'BEIRNE (Fr Albert)
Born 2 Sept. 1913 of Thomas O'Beirne
and Susan McGauran, Main St, Ballin
amore; Dominican Order (1932),
ord. 1939, Headmaster Newbridge
College (1946-50 and 1955-64), Master
of Students, Tallaght (1950-5), Prior,
Galway (1965-7), Dundalk (1975-8), d.
22 Sept. 1984.

CATHAL O'HANNON (Fr Kevin)
Bom 21 Oct. 1903 of John O'Han
non
and
Mary
Cafferty,
Strokestown, Co. Roscommon;
Dominican Order (1923), ord. 1928;
Adelaide, Australia (1932-76); d. 12
March 1976 in Adelaide.

PETER O'DOWD
Bom of Daniel O'Dowd and Margaret O'Brien of Killaglasheen;
Kilmore Academy; all Hallows College 1856; ord. 1872 for the Diocese
of Dubuque; d. 16 Oct. 1913.

HUGH MAGAURAN (Fr Louis)
Born 1 March 1891 of Philip Magauran and Mary Blaney, Main St,
Ballinamore; Dominican Order (1908), ord. 25 July 1915, Master of
Novices (1927-42), Prior in Galway (1942-8); d. 16 Jan. 1966 in
Newbridge.
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DERMOT PRIOR
Born 15 Aug. 1955 of Thomas Prior
and Rita Hoey, High St, Ballinamore; Maynooth, ord. 17 Aug. 1980;
Bailieboro Vocational School (1980);
Chaplain, Bailieboro Community
School (1988).

MICHAEL QUINN
Born 19 Oct. 1943 of John Thomas
Quinn and Anna McTeigue, Drumlonan; Maynooth, ord. 16 June 1968;
Dromore 1968; CC Kilsherdany
(1972); St Aidan's Comprehensive
School, Cootehill (1973); CC Belturbet (1986).
CHARLES SHARPLEY
Born 5 Febr. 1901 of John C. Snarpley and Margaret Wrynn,
Stradermott; Maynooth, ord. 21 June 1925; Edinburgh (1925); CC
Ballintemple (1927); St Patrick's College (Jan. 1930); CC Castletara
(1930); d. 6 Nov. 1990.
PATRICK SMITH
Bom 3 Sept. 1857 of Peter Smith and Mary McKeon, Drumany;
Ballinamore Classical School; All Hallows College, 1876; ord. 1881 for
the Diocese of Monterey; d. 1 Jan. 1905.
THOMAS SMITH
Born in Greaghrevaghbeg, ord. 1939 for the Diocese of Toulouse,
France (1939-68); retr. (1968); d. 29 May 1976; buried at
Aughnasheelin.

THOMAS M. TUBMAN
Born 1860 of James Tubman and
Catherine Moran, Greaghglass; Mr
Duffy's Latin School, Ballinamore,
All Hallows College, ord. for the
Diocese of Grassvalley (now Dio
cese of Sacramento, N. California)
24 June 1884; Pastor in Virginia
City, Nevada (1894-1904); Reno,
Nevada (1926-'9); d. 4 Oct. 1931.
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JOHN TUBMAN
Born 25 Aug. 1856 of Thomas Tubman and Catherine Moran,
Greaghglass; Marist Congregation, Dundalk; ord. 22 Aug. 1886;
Dundalk (1887), Catholic University School (1888); New Zealand,
Wellington (1889), St Patrick's College, Wellington (1890-3); CC
Timaru (1900); PP Timaru (1907); PP Greymouth (1920); d. 22 Dec.
1923.
AEDH TURBITT
Born 1951 of Jim Turbitt and Philomena Smith, Main St; St Kieran's
College, Kilkenny, ord. 9 June 1974 for Ardagh and Clonmacnois; CC
Ballymahon (1974-8); Dromard (1978-81); Chaplain Longford Hospit
als (1981-4); CC Longford (1984-).
ANTHONY DOLAN
Bom of John F. Dolan and Mary Ann Roddy, Corramartin; Franciscan
Brothers, Mountbellew, Galway.
MICHAEL GORMLEY
Born 30 Sept. 1947 of John J. Gormley and Katie McCaffrey, Cromlin;
Franciscan Brothers (1964); Bronx, N.Y.
PETER RODDY
Born 8 Sept. 1947 of Peter Roddy
and Kathleen McTague, Drumany;
Franciscan Brothers, 1959; Califor
nia; Master of Novices, Stillorgan,
Dublin; Kenya (1990-).

PRIESTS WHO MINISTERED IN THE PARISH

Simon Early 1414 (d.). John Early (1414). Maurice O'Flynn
Oughteragh and Drumreilly (1422). Fergal O'Flynn (1453). John Early
Oughteragh and Drumreilly (1453). Ternan Travers (-1641-). John
Doynne (-1675-). Laurence Doynne (-1704-1715-). Conor McLaughlin
(-1715-1723-). Vincent McLean (-1750-). Felim O'Rourke, 1766-1796
(d.). Francis McGrath, 1796-1801 (d.).
james

McGauran

Born c. 1769 in Moneensauran, Glangevlin; Salamanca, ord. 1796; PP
Killesher 1797; PP Oughteragh (1801); Bishop of Ardagh (1815); d. 25
June 1829.
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HUGH O'REILLY
Born in Crosserlough; PP Upper Drumreilly (1801); PP Oughteragh
(1815); d. 28 July 1835.
THOMAS MAGUIRE
Born Febr. 1792 of Thomas Maguire and Judith nee Maguire,
Tiroogan, Kinawley; Maynooth, ord. Sept. 1816; CC Templeport
1816; PP Drumreilly Lr (1818); PP Innismagrath (1825); PP
Oughteragh (1835); d. 2 Dec. 1847.
PETER CURRAN
Bom of John Curran, Kinkeen, Drumreilly Up.; ord. c. 1836; CC
Drumgoon (1836); PP Oughteragh (1848); d. 2 Aug. 1869.
THOMAS BRADY
Born of Denis Brady and Brigid McGivney, Cornaslieve, Lurgan;
baptised 20 April 1829; Maynooth, ord. 6 June 1857; CC Castlerahan
(1857); PP Kilmainhamwood (1864); PP Oughteragh (1869); PP Lara
(1879); PP Drumgoon (1882); d. 18 March 1897.
DOMINICK McBREEN
Bom 23 May 1833 of James McBreen and Mary Farrelly, Drumamuck,
Knockbride; Maynooth, ord. 28 May 1858; CC Crosserlough (1858);
Carrigallen (1859); Denn (1866); Castlerahan (1867); Adm. Castler
ahan (1871); PP Kiladallan (1877); PP VF Oughteragh (1879); d. 8 Sept.
1908.
PATRICK FINEGAN
Baptised the 19 Aug. 1858 of James Finegan and Mary O'Reilly,
Corlurgan, Umey and Annagelliff; SPC, ord. 18 Dec. 1881; CC
Annagh (1882); St Patrick's College, Cavan (1885); Cavan (1889);
Knockninny (1890); Laragh (1893); Adm. Cavan (1898); PP VF
Templeport (1902); PP VG Oughteragh (1908); Bishop of Kilmore
(1910); d. 25 Jan. 1937.
CHARLES FLYNN
Born c. 1850 of Michael Flynn and Margaret McGovern, Tullyveacan,
Ballinaglera; SPC, ord. 4 March 1877; CC Kiltyclogher (1877);
Drumkeerin (1884); Cavan (1885); Laragh (1886); Kinlough (1887);
Killasnett (1901); PP Killargue (1904); PP VF Oughteragh (1911); PP VG
Cloonclare (1915); d. 2 Aug. 1915.
FRANCIS McKIERNAN
Born c. 1857 of John McKiernan and Ellen Fitzsimons, Corlismore,
Ballintemple; Maynooth and SPC, ord. 27 Dec. 1884; CC Cavan
(1884); Killinagh (1885); Killinkere (1887); Denn (1888); Shercock
(1890); Lurgan (1894); Adm. Castlerahan (1903); PP Kildallan (1908);
PP VF Oughteragh (1915); d. 27 Jan. 1936.

JOHN O'REILLY
Born 6 Jan. 1882 of Luke O'Reilly
and Catherine Kimmins, Drumscridian, Crosserlough; Rome, ord. 5
June 1909; CC Cavan (1909); Castletara Sept. (1909); Ballinamore
(1910); Cavan (1915); Adm. Cavan
(1930); PP VF Oughteragh (1936); d.
14 Nov. 1948.

PETER O'REILLY
Born 26 Jan. 1884 of Terence O'Reilly and Catherine Smith, Cormeen,
Kilmore; Maynooth, ord. 22 June 1913; CC Glenade (1913);
Drumkeerin (1915); Virginia (1916); Cootehill (1930); PP Drung
(1938); PP VF Drumlane (1943); PP VF Oughteragh (1949); PP VF
Crosserlough (1950); d. 4 April 1961.

MICHAEL KELLY
Born 13 March 1885 of Thomas
Kelly and Ann Dolan, Leitra, Corlough; Maynooth, ord. 22 June
1913; St Patrick's College (1913); CC
Maudabawn (1923); Bailieboro
(1925); PP Killesher (1930); PP VF
Innismagrath (1937); PP VF Kinaw
ley (1944); PP VF Oughteragh
(1950); d. 1 April 1964.

PATRICK McNIFFE
Born 3 Febr. 1901 of John McNiffe
and
Catherine
McMorrow,
Moneenatieve,
Innismagrath;
Maynooth, ord. 20 June 1926; St
Patrick's College (1926); President
(1937); PP Carrigallen (1953); PP VF
Oughteragh (1964); d. 3 Febr. 1973.
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JAMES DUFFY
Born 17 April 1925 of Thomas Duffy and Brigid Cassidy, Tulaweel,
Kilmainhamwood; Maynooth, ord. 18 June 1950; Kildare (1950); CC
Drumkeerin (1953); Ballyjamesduff (1961); PP Ballinaglera (1981); PP
VF Ballinamore (1990).

CURATES (BALLINAMORE)
Cormac Shanley, OFM
Dominic Cumeen, OFM
Francis O Reilly
John O Rourke, OFM
Hugh O Reilly
Thomas Brady
Hugh Brady
John Maguire
John Gallagher
John Boylan
Terence Brennan
James O Hagan
James Brady
Michael Brady
Patrick O Reilly
Patrick Conaty
Edward MacDonald
Thomas Magauran
Bernard Carolan
Matthew Kane
John O Reilly
John Gillen
(Down & Connor)
Patrick V. Mallon

1832
1838
1845
1853
1861
1867
1869
1870
1871
1876
1879
1885
1896
1900
1910
1910

—1714—
—1766—
—1769—
—1801—
—1826—
—1828—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

1915

—

1951-61

1838 (d.)
1845
1853
1860
1866 (d.)
1869
1870
1871
1876
1879
1885
1896
1900
1909
1915
1911
1922

Bernard Farrelly
John F. MacKeon
Terence J. Brady
Daniel O Reilly (R.)
Patrick J. Brady
Walter J. MacGrath
John A. Young
Patrick J. MacHugh
Patrick Sullivan

1957-82

1922
1927
1933
1933
1934
1952
1957
1982
1984

—
—

1927
1933
1934
1934
1952
1957
1982
1984
1990

—
—
—
—
—
—

1841
1855
1857
1869
1861
1872

—

(Aughnasheelin area)
Patrick Brady
Hugh Cassidy
Patrick Galligan

Felix MacCabe
Luke Carroll

1835
1841
1855
1861
1857
1869

33

32

Leitrim Local Studies

John Whelan
Patrick Clarke
Patrick Lynch
Patrick Brady
Thomas Masterson
Timothy Keany
Robert F. O Reilly
(Kerry)
Francis Flynn
John Keany
James J. O Reilly
Bernard Gaffney
Charles MacGovem
Hugh J. Brady
Kevin MacCabe
Eugene Clarke
Charles Heerey

1872
1877
1881
1883
1898
1907
1912

—
_
—
—
—
—
—

1877
1881
1883
1898
1907
1912
1913

1913
1920
1932
1941
1951
1961
1976
1980
1987

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

1920
1932
1941
1950 (d.)
1961
1976 (d.)
1980
1987

CONLON, Carmel (Sr Isidore);
born 8 March 1923 of Terence and
Catherine Conlon, High St.; Mercy
Order, Midhurst, Sussex, England,
28 April 1947; d. 28 Dec. 1972.

SOME SISTERS, NATIVES OF THE PARISH

BOYLE, Sr Amelia, Gubnaveagh; Dominican Sisters of St Catherine
of Siena, Cingford, Essex; spent her entire life in religion in South
Africa; d. 1978.
BURNS, Margaret E. (Sr Brendan); born 10 March 1913 of Thomas
Bums and Margaret Turbit, Cleenaghoo; Mercy Order, Carndonagh,
15 Oct. 1931.
CALLAGHAN,
Brigid
(Sr
Hyacinth); born 25 Jan. 1909 of
Patrick Callaghan and Mary A.
Shanley, Derrinkeher; Mercy Order
Carysfort, Blackrock, Dublin; d. Jan.
1990.

CALLAGHAN, Mary (Sr Mirian);
bom 12 March 1907 of Patrick
Callaghan and Mary A. Shanley,
Derrinkeher; Mercy Order, Carys
fort, Dublin.
34

CREAMER, Rita; bom 17 Oct. 1900 of James Creamer and — Beime,
Castlerogy; Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto Order),
Manchester, 24 Oct. 1925; Llandudno, Wales; d. 21 Aug. 1982.
DELAHOYDE, Helen Marie; bom 21 Oct. 1916 of James Delahoyde
and Mary Murphy, High St; Loreto Order, Llandudno, Wales, 29 Jan.
1936.
DOLAN, Ann; born 3 Dec. 1910 of John and Brigid Dolan,
Ballinamore; Institute of Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto), Rathfamham
(1931).
DOLAN, Sr Teresita; born 1873 of Charles Dolan and Margaret
O'Rourke, Lisnatullagh; Loreto Order, 1894; d. 26 Nov. 1947 at
Loreto, Cavan.
DUIGNAN, Ellen, Meenahill; Dominican Order, New York.
DUIGNAN, Annie Alice (Sr Columcille), Meenahill; Dominican
Sisters of St Catherine of Siena, Chingford, Essex.
DUIGNAN, Rita; born July 1953 of James Duignan and Marie
Conlon, Main St; Mercy Order, Belturbet (1971-).
FARRELL, Sr Colman, Church St, Dominican sisters of St Catherine
of Siena, Clingford, Essex.
FARRELLY, Brigid (Sr Catherine); bom 15 Aug. 1918 of Peter Farrelly
and Brigid O'Rourke, Ardrum; Mercy Order, Carndonagh, 13 Aug.
1936.
FLYNN, Elizabeth A. (Sr Marias); bom May 1916 of Terence and
Elizabeth Flynn, Cornabroher; St Louis Order, Monaghan, 8 Dec.
1926; Bundoran, Monaghan, Ballymena, Kiltymagh, Carrickmacross,
Middletown, Co. Armagh.
FLYNN, Isabella (Sr Veronica); born of Francis Flynn and Catherine
Healey, Main St; Mercy Order, Derry, 8 Dec. 1911; d. 31 Jan. 1973 in
Moville, Co. Donegal.
FLYNN, Monica (Sr Columba); bom 1889 of Francis Flynn and
Catherine Healey, Main St; Mercy Order, Castlebar; d. 15 April 1969.
FOLEY, Lilie, born of Michael and Margaret Foley, Pottore;
Dominican Order, Cabra, Dublin, 1941.
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GALLAGHER, Rose (Sr Rose); born
12 Febr. 1949 of James Gallagher
and Annie Mulvey, Drumrackan;
Missionary Sisters of St Columban
(1969); Peru (1978).

GEOGHEGAN, Anna (Sr Finbar); born 6 Nov. 1916 of James
Geoghegan and Maria T. Dolan, Tomloskan (Ballyduff); Mercy Order,
Belturbet, Oct. 1934.
GEOGHEGAN, Imelda (Sr Matthew); born 6 May 1918 of James
Geoghegan and Marie T. Dolan, Tomloskan (Ballyduff); Dominican
Order, Cabra, Dublin, 1936; d. 29 April 1947 at Dun Laoghaire.
GORMLEY, Kathleen (Sr Kathleen); born 1 June 1945 of John J.
Gormley and Katie McCaffrey, Cromlin; Mercy Order, Belturbet, 24
May 1963.
HEERAN, Kathleen (Sr Borromeo); born 22 Dec. 1900 of Thomas
Heeran, Cleenaghoo; Loreto Order, Rathfarnham, 28 April 1924; d.
Loreto, Cavan, 27 June 1975.
O'HESLIN, Kathleen (Sr Cecilia);
born 28 Oct. 1924 of Sean O'Heslin
and Margaret Kelly, Aghadark;
Mercy Order, Castlebar.

HOEY, Anna (Sr Beniga); born 24
May 1888 of Peter Hoey and
Catherine McAweeney, Miscawn;
Sisters of St Francis, Glen Riddle,
Aston, Penn. USA, 24 May 1913; d.
3 March 1980.
HOEY, Catherine (Sr Potamiana); bom 7 Nov. 1878 of Peter Hoey
and Catherine McAweeney, Miscawn; Sisters of St Francis, Glen
Riddle, Aston, Penn. USA, 1 Aug. 1900; d. at Bryn Mawr, Pa. 3 Sept.
HOEY, Margaret (Sr Philothea);
born 28 Dec. 1892 of Peter Hoey and
Catherine McAweeney, Miscawn;
Sisters of St Francis, Glen Riddle,
Aston, Penn. USA, 8 Sept. 1914, d.
Baltimore Md., 10 Febr. 1976.

MALONEY, Ann; born 13 Oct. 1932 of Hugh Maloney and Catherine
Daly, Church St; Mercy Order, Strabane, 8 May 1957; Buncrana
(1956-).
MALONEY, Angela Mary (Sr Miriam); bom 18 Oct. 1934 of Hugh
Maloney and Catherine Daly, Church St; Mercy Order, 1 Dec. 1954; a
teacher in Isle of Wight; Rotherhithe, London; Barrington, New
Jersey.
MALONEY, Sr Carmel Joseph; born 10 July 1935 of Hugh Maloney
and Catherine Daly, Church St; Little Sisters of the Poor, 2 July 1935.

MARTIN, Maura (Sr Finbar); born
11 Jan. 1924 of Patrick Martin and
Mary C. McHugh, High St; Mercy
Order, Castlebar, Febr. 1944.
MULLIGAN, Sr Anna Marie; born 1899 of James Mulligan and
Catherine Kiernan, Main St.; Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary, Killeshandra; d. 12 Oct. 1982 at Killeshandra.
MULLIGAN, Sr Ignatius; bom of James Mulligan and Catherine
Kiernan, Main St; Mercy Order, Enniskillen.
McCORMACK, Marie Brigid (Sr Berchmans); bom 11 Oct. 1921 in
Scotland of Michael McCormack and Josephine McAvinia; Mercy
Order, Ballina.

r

McDEVITT, Agnes; bom 1936 of
Hugh and Lena McDevitt, St Bri
gid's St; Ursuline, Sligo (1954);
Kitui, Kenya (1959-62 and 1967-72);
Sligo (1973).

McGLYNN, Sr Eithne; born 1912 of Hugh McGlynn and Catherine
O'Neill, Church St; Poor Clare Monastery of Perpetual Adoration,
Drumshanbo, 27 Jan. 1939; d. 9 Sept. 1976 in Drumshanbo.
MAGAURAN, Annie (St Louis); born 31 May 1896 of John Magauran
and Mary McTague, Main St; Mercy Order, Thornhill, Derry, 10 April
1915; d. 14 Oct. 1974.
MAGAURAN, Sr Dominic; Holy Faith Order, Glasnevin.
MAGAURAN, Kitty (Sr Gerard); born of Philip Magauran and Mary
Blaney, Main St; Holy Cross Order, Rome, later New Jersey.
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McKIERNAN, Kathleen; born of Bernard McKiernan, Aghoo; Mercy
Order, Ballyshannon, presently in USA.
McTEIGUE, Bridie (Sr Louis); born
13 March 1918 of Philip McTeigue
and Annie Stretton, Kiltynasin
nagh, Marist Order, Peckham,
Northumberland, England, 1938.

McTEAGUE, Sr Kathleen; bom 6 Jan. 1914 of John McTeague and
Margaret Clancy, Station House, Ballinamore; Institute of the Sisters
of St Louis (Louis Order), Monaghan, 25 Aug. 1932; d. 12 April 1981
at New Market, England.

McTEAGUE, Geraldine (Sr Eli
zabeth); born of Hugh McTeague
and Kellegher, Church St; Little
Sisters of the Poor, Paris.
McTIERNAN, Margaret (Sr Miriam Joseph); bom 8 July 1909 of John
McTiernan and Mary McCartin, Cleenaghoo; Mercy Order, Carysfort, Dublin (1930); Rathdrum (1950), Butlerstown, Co. Dublin.
O'BEIRNE, Sr Thomas; bom of Thomas R. O'Beirne and Sue
Magauran, Main St; Holy Faith Order, Glasnevin, Dublin.

O'ROURKE, Margaret Rose; bom 4
June 1921 of John C. O'Rourke and
Margaret O'Dowd, Comabroher;
Mercy Order, Castlebar, 1940.

O'DOWD, Katie (Sr Placide); born in Tullyoscar of Michael O'Dowd
and Katie Stack; Mercy Order, Philadelphia.
O'REILLY, Mary (Sr Imelda); bom 14 Febr. 1897 of John O'Reilly and
Mary E. Donnelly, St Brigid's St; Mercy Order, Thornhill, Derry,
1914; d. at Thornhill, 1 April 1983.
O'REILLY, Mary Agnes (May); born 25 Sept. 1902 of George O'Reilly
and Elizabeth O'Neill, Derrinkeher McDonnell; Mercy Order,
Belturbet, 19 March 1924.
REYNOLDS, Margaret; bom 28 Dec. 1926 of Dr Thomas and Mary
Reynolds, Riversdale; Medical Missionaries of Mary, Drogheda,
1948; Nigeria.
REYNOLDS, Mary; bom 17 Jan. 1929 of Dr Thomas and Mary
Reynolds, Riversdale; Medical Missionaries of Mary, Drogheda,
1950; Ethiopia and USA.
REYNOLDS, Charolette, Agnes (Sr Gonzaga); bom 15 Nov. 1899 of
Hugh Reynolds and Margaret Cafferty, Main St; Mercy Order,
Carysfort, Blackrock, Dublin.
RODDY, Joan; bom 28 April 1946 of
Peter Roddy and Kathleen McTague, Drumany; Daughters of Mary
and Joseph (9 Sept. 1963); Kilkenny,
Ghana, W. Africa, DMJ Generalate,
Rome.
SHARKEY, May (Sr de Lourdes); bom 25 March 1925 of Edward
Sharkey and Elizabeth Bohan, Eslin Bridge, Mohill; Mercy Order,
Belturbet, 21 May 1947; d. 1974.

O'ROURKE, Mary (Sr Finbar); bom in Kilnamaddyroe; Dominican
Sisters of St Catherine of Siena, Cingford, Essex, 1940; Sth Africa
(1957-82); St Anne's Rest Home, Borgwallis, Yorkshire (1982).
O'ROURKE, Sara; born 21 May
1932 of James O'Rourke and Mary
Graham, Tully; Dominican Sisters
of St Catherine of Siena, Cingford,
Essex, 30 Nov. 1949; Oakfield,
Natal;
Empangeni,
Zululand;
Chingford, Essex; Preston, Lancs.;
Keswick, Cumbria; Pinner, Mid
dlesex.
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SWEENEY, Mary Rose; bom 24
April 1934 of Joe Sweeney and Mary
Kate Moran, Killaneen; Holy Ghost
Convent, Farley Hill, Reading,
Berks, England; Pontvpool (195886); Provincial Superior (1986).
SWEENEY, Mary Agnes (Sr
Miriam); bom 27 April 1936 of
Joseph Sweeney and Mary Kate
Moran, Killaneen; Holy Ghost Con
vent, Farley Hill, Reading, Berks,
England.
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TRAVERS, Elizabeth (Sr Patricia);
born 3 June 1911; Congregation of
Our Lady of the Missions, Hast
ings, England, 1932; Deal; Layland;
Leeds; Churchtown, Dublin; d. 24
March 1983.
TUBMAN, Nancy (Sr Anne); born
24 June 1934 of Patrick Tubman and
Annie O'Reilly, Greaghglass; Mer
cy Order, Marymount, Tarrytown,
N.Y., 1949.

WYNNE, Nora (Sr Pulcharia); born of John Wynne and Annie
Gallogly, Drumrane; Loreto Order, 9 Jan. 1925; d. Loreto Abbey,
Rathfarnham, Dublin, 15 Nov. 1969.
WRYNN, Kathleen (Sr Xavier); born 18 Dec. 1897 of Michael Wrynn
and Kate Dolan, Tarmon; Mercy Order, Thornhill, Derry, 24 Sept.
1927; d. Thornhill, 26 April 1982.
WRYNN, Margaret (Sr Juliana); born of Michael Wrynn and Kate
Dolan, Tarmon; Mercy Order, Thornhill, Derry, 21 Nov. 1914; d. at
Thornhill 17 Dec. 1972.
WHITNEY, Doreen (Sr Doreen); born 1945 of Thomas and Rose Ann
Whitney, High St; Mercy Order, Ballymahon, 1963; Fulton and
Columbia, Missouri; Chicago; Lake Worth, Florida.
Note: In compiling the above list I have done my best to be as
comprehensive as possible. It may be possible that some names
slipped me especially people who entered religion young in life or
whose families moved away from the parish. In this event I offer my
apologies to the individuals concerned and to their families.

III

SCHOOLS AND SCHOLARS
Throughout the latter years of the 18th and the early 19th
centuries a system of private schools commonly known as pay
schools or hedge-schools grew up everywhere in Ireland. They were
conducted in private houses or in bams by teachers who had no
training except an apprenticeship served with another hedgeschoolmaster of good standing as a teacher. Their salary was
generally very poor ranging from five to twenty pounds a year,
depending on the demand for education in an area, the economic
climate of the time, the ability of the pupils to pay and the reputation
of the teacher. The emphasis in the hedge-schools was on English
(reading and writing) and basic Arithmetic with a little Latin and
Greek in some instances.
OUGHTERAGH SCHOOLS IN 1826 AND 1835

We have to wait until the hedge-schools were very much in the
autumn of their day before getting a close-up view of them from two
government reports, one in 1826 and the second in 1835 when the
national schools were beginning to take off. The 1826 report lists
twelve pay schools in the parish as follows:
1. Cannabo: Teacher, Francis McKeon (RC), in a mud bam valued
at £3, salary £26.13.4 p.a., 80 pupils (65 Catholics, 15 Protestants).
2. Mayo: Teacher, Roger Quin (RC), in a mud cabin valued at £2,
salary £16.2.8 p.a., 50 pupils (30 Protestants, 20 Catholics).
3. Ardrum: Teacher, John Kilkenny (RC), in a bad common bam
valued £5, 54 pupils, salary £31.
4. Greaghlass: Teacher, Hugh Kelly (RC), in a mud cabin valued at
£2.10.0, 28 pupils (1 Protestant, 27 Catholics), salary £5.
5. Cromlin Chapel: Teacher, John O'Neill (RC), in a thatched
chapel, (40 Catholics), salary £25.0.0 p.a.
6. Lisnatullagh: Teacher, Farrell Sheridan (RC), in a bad bam,
valued £5, 25 pupils (13 Protestants, 12 Catholics), salary £13.0.0
p.a. Scriptures read in Greek and English.
7. Kilrush: Teacher, Roger McCawley (RC), in a bad bam valued at
£3, 9 pupils (8 Protestants, 1 Catholic), salary £5.10.0. Connected
with London Hibernian Society.
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8. Greaghrevagh: Teacher, Francis Farrell (RC), in a mud barn
valued at £3.10.0, 40 pupils, all Catholics, salary £3.10.0.
9. Gubnaveagh: Teacher, Miles McKeon (RC), in a mud barn
valued at £3, 30 pupils, (6 Protestants, 24 Catholics), salary
£3.10.0.
10. Ballinamore Protestant Church: Teacher, George Fullerton
(Presbyterian), 26 pupils (4 Presbyterians, 16 Protestants, 6
Catholics), salary £70.
11. Ballinamore and Tully: Teachers, Terence Maguire (RC) and
William Needham (Protestant), in the courthouse, 40 pupils (20
Protestants, 20 Catholics), joint salary £110. Scriptures read in
Greek and English.
12. Aghadark: Teacher, Mrs Ingoldsby (RC), in a stone house
valued at £10, 6 pupils (3 Protestants, 3 Catholics), salary £40.
Only one of the twelve schools listed above was described as free i.e.
Kilrush. The remainder were described as pay-schools. Between
them they catered for 428 pupils.
The 1835 report lists nineteen schools; an increase of seven on
the 1826 list, indicating a growing demand for education.
1. Wellsbrook Day School (Kilrush): Teacher, Susan Park, 70
pupils av. 33, increasing, supported by £8 from London Ladies
Hibernian Society and from London Hibernian Society.
2. Derrinkeher Day School: Teacher, Ross McMahon, on three
acres of ground, school in progress of erection, 68 pupils av. 63
increasing. This is Derrinkehir National School, the first in the
parish. Payments from pupils lOd to 2/- per quarter.
3. Ballinamore hedge school: Teacher, William Corrigan, 31 pupils
av. 20, stationary, supported by payments of 2/6 to 10/- per
quarter.
4. Cannaboe hedge school: Teacher, Mary Prior, 26 pupils, av. 24,
increasing, supported by payment of 1/- per quarter.
5. Ballinamore hedge school: Teacher, John Brady, 38 pupils, av.
30, diminishing, payments of 1/6 to 3/- per quarter.
6. Cannaboe hedge school: Teacher, Farrell Sheridan, 26 pupils,
av. 26, diminishing, payments of 1/8 to 10/6 per quarter.
7. Aghoo hedge school: Teacher, James Magreal, 38 pupils, av. 30,
stationary, payments of 1/- to 2/6 per quarter.
8. Lisacarne hedge school: Teacher, Francis McKeon, 23 pupils, av.
12, stationary, payments of 1/- to 2/- per quarter.
9. Demasmallen hedge school: Teacher, John O'Neill, 77 pupils,
av. 60, stationary, payments of 1/- to 3/4 per quarter.

In 1831, Sir Edward Stanley, set up a system of primary
education in Ireland which became known as the national schools.
Initially the government intended it to be undenominational but by
the end of the century it had worked out the opposite and schools
were for the most part either Catholic or non-Catholic. Under the
new scheme the government contributed two thirds of the building
cost of the school, paid the teachers' salaries and subsidised books.
The national schools got a cautious welcome at first from the Catholic
hierarchy but the Protestant clergy were more opposed to them. The
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10. Gubnaveagh hedge school: Teacher, Laurence McGlinn, 36
pupils, av. 30, increasing, payments of 1/- to 1/6 per quarter.
11. Drumdartan hedge school: Teacher, Thomas Hunt, 40 pupils,
av. 36, increasing, payments of 1/- to 2/- per quarter.
12. Drumbibe hedge shcool: Teacher, Patrick Kilbride, 42 pupils,
av. 35, increasing, payments of 1/- to 2/6 per quarter.
13. Mayo hedge school: Teacher, Peter Tresman, 65 pupils, av. 37,
increasing, payments of 1/- to 2/- per quarter.
14. Ardrum hedge school: Teacher, George Mitchell, 46 pupils, av.
37, increasing, payments of 1/- to 2/- per quarter.
15. Lisnatullagh hedge school: Teacher, Loughlin Murray, 56
pupils, av. 42, diminishing, payments of 1/- to 2/6 per quarter.
16. Lahard hedge school: Teacher, James Glanny (Glancy)?, 50
pupils, av. 35, increasing, payments of 1/- to 2/6 per quarter.
17. Ballinamore hedge school: Teacher, Bernard Mooney, 33 pupils,
av. 29, stationary, payments of 1/- to 2/6 per quarter.
18. Cornawall hedge school: Teacher, James McKeon, 93 pupils, av.
54, diminishing, payments 1/- to 2/- per quarter.
19. Private Academy, Rev. Gilbert Percy, 5 pupils, stationary,
payments of thirty guineas.
The total number of children enrolled at the nineteen schools
was 872 which is impressive by our standards but still only
represents a minority who could afford to pay for education. All the
above schools taught reading, writing, arithmetic. Wellsbrook and
Mary Prior's school in Cannaboe taught needlework as well. Two
schools, Farrell Sheridan's in Cannaboe and Rev. Percy's private
academy taught Latin and Greek.
II

NATIONAL SCHOOLS
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person who applied to have a school built or to have an existing
school taken under the Board of Education was deemed to be the
manager. As this was invariably the local priest in the case of
Catholics, the system of clerical management of Catholic schools,
which pertained until recently, grew up.
The national schools gradually replaced the old hedge or pay
schools. Between 1835 and 1877 ten schools were opened in the
parish, Derrinkeher, Pottore, Cromlin, (later transferred to Drumbibe), Mayo, Tullywana, Ballinamore Boys and Girls, Ballinamore
Infants, Oughteragh Church of Ireland school and Lisacame. To
these establishments fell the task of fighting illiteracy in the parish.
According to the 1841 census 58.4% of the population over five years
of age were illiterate, another 18.6% could read only and 22.9% could
both read and write. We can safely take it that many of this latter
group could only do so with difficulty. It is no exaggeration to say

that over 80% of the people were illiterate or semi-illiterate in 1841.
By 1871 the effect of the national schools was becoming evident in
the decline of illiteracy to 38.9% and the increase in the number who
could read to 24.85% and who could both read and write to 32.9%.
Despite this improvement the parish had still the second highest
illiteracy rate in the county, six percentage points above the county
average. The number of people illiterate continued to fall at every
subsequent census — 24.3% in 1881 and 18% in 1891 but it had still
one of the highest in the county.

THE ROLE OF THE INSPECTOR

Local teachers attending an Irish course in Ballinamore Convent (1922). Front row
(I. to r.): Paddy Murphy, Fenagh (2nd); ]im Smith, Tullywana (4th); Master King,
Gortachoosh (5th); Miss Lyons (Mrs. Paddy Gannon) (6th); Master McTiernan,
Aughawillan (7th); Eugene O'Reilly, Pottore (8th); Master O'Hara, Tullaveela
(9th); Tom Gannon (12th); Mr Lynch. Second row (I. to r.): Mrs Travers (5th); Mrs
King (6th); Miss Annie Gallogly (11th) (to right of display board); Miss Annie Flynn
(12th); Mrs Maggie M. Brady (13th). Fourth row (I. to r.): Felix McGovern, Kilmore
(3rd); Mrs McGovern (4th); Miss Tiernan (5th); John Tiernan (6th); Mrs Carey
(11th); John O'Hara (15th); Master O'Hara, Crummy (16th); Master Confrey,
Rossy (17th); Priest ? Philip McTague, Derrinkeher; Master Keaney, Ardmoneen
(hat).

We are fortunate that some of the Observation Books in which
the inspectors wrote their comments on their visitation to the schools
have survived for Derrinkeher (1857-1911), Drumbibe Female
(1875-1930), Pottore (1914-30) as well as some for the convent school.
These reports enable us to get a closer look at the system at work. In
addition to his regular, annual or biannual visitation the inspector
was liable to call at any time frequently catching teachers and pupils
late, the school not open in time, the rolls not properly marked, etc.
As well as commenting on the academic progress of the pupils he
also commented on the standard of teaching, discipline, punctuality,
hygiene and general appearance of the pupils, the condition of the
school building including the toilets. The general impression we get
of the teachers from these reports is one of low proficiency and in
some cases incompetence.
Cromlin school was particularly bad. The teacher, John O'Neill,
was constantly being reprimanded for the low proficiency of his
pupils and the state of the school from 1855 until he retired in 1866.
Cromlin female school was no better. Its teacher, Catherine O'Neill,
was eventually sacked in 1867 after twenty years of inefficiency and
her replacement, Mary Ann O'Neill, had her salary withdrawn after a
year due to imcompetence. In Derrinkeher the teachers were
constantly being reprimanded down to 1900 for lack of punctuality
and low proficiency. Of all the schools in the parish this school had a
most stormy history.
Many of the problems in the schools down to the early years of
this century arose from the fact that the teachers had only a national
school education themselves — the earlier ones were recruited from
the hedge schools. They had no formal training, especially after 1862
because of the stand taken by the Irish hierarchy against the Model
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schools. They forbade Catholics to train in Marlborough St training
college and instructed managers not to employ teachers trained
there. In 1873 when Ross Mahon retired from Derrinkeher the
manager, Mr La Touche, appointed a Mr Moran, who was trained in
Marlborough St, in his place. Fr Brady, the parish priest, withdrew
the pupils from the school until Moran was forced to leave and Dan
Meehan appointed in his place.
Viewed against the background of inadequate training,
inspectorial comment such as 'the pupils answer in words instead of
sentences', 'the pupils are inaudible and inarticulate', 'when they
read they sing the lesson without due regard for the meaning', 'they
all shout the answer together,' were concerned with improving basic
teaching methods. Other comments were attempts to encourage the
teachers to introduce a little imagination and inventiveness into their
teaching. Most of them seemed reluctant to depart from the three 'Rs'
and were finding it difficult to teach such things as Geography.
Perhaps by clinging to the three 'Rs' they were responding to the
more immediate need for basic literacy and numeracy among their
pupils, most of whom would have to emigrate. The educational
horizons of both the pupils and their parents did not reach far
beyond this point. The inspectors also had an up-hill battle to get the
teachers to keep the roll-book properly, to follow a set time-table and
syllabus, to monitor their pupils' progress and prepare class notes.
The inspectors were generally dreaded by teachers and they in turn
transmitted their fear to the pupils. This was particularly the case
after 1872 when their salaries were determined by results based on
the inspector's report. An old past pupil of Tullywana school around
1906 recalled an inspector banging the table and shouting at a pupil
'wipe that perpetual grin off your face' and she went on to say ''if you
didn't answer out the day the inspector was there you'd get it when
he was gone”.
Admittedly some of the comments by the inspectors were
caustic and insensitive as the following more extreme extract from a
report on Drumbibe female school by a Mr Nichols on 19 November
1876 indicates:
I am not satisfied with the answering at this exam. The first
class are bad at writing and arithmetic, so also are the second.
The writing in third is quite bad, the arithmetic hardly any
better and the spelling shows little evidence that industrious
attention had been paid to this subject. Class IV, V, VI all failed

Group of Pupils at Ballinamore Infant School in 1920s. Back (I. to r.): Miss
McAvinia, Tommy McHugh, ------------ Hugh Gilheaney, ------------ , Thomas
McCaffrey, ------------ , -------------, John McCaffrey, ------------ Prior, -----------Plunkett, Paddy McKiernan, Bernie McKiernan, Annie Gallogly. Third row (I. to
r.): ------------ , Beatie Turbitt, -------------, Peggy Maguire, Teedie McLaughlin,
Margarette Dolan, Nancy Gallagher,------------ ,------------ . Second row (I., to r.):
Gabriel Morooney, Willie Burns,------------ ,------------ ,------------ ,------------ > Pattie
Prior, Sinead O'Rourke, Pattie Dolphin,------------ . Front (I. to r.):------------ , Alfie
Prior, Charlie Dolan, Bertie Morooney, John Murphy, ------------ Ferguson,

in Arithmetic and penmanship is much inferior to what I
commonly see in rural schools of this district. I am very sorry to
have to report so unfavourably on the progress of the pupils
because I am convinced that it does not arise from any want of
ability or intelligence on the part of the teachers but as I fear,
the result of down right laziness and want of conscientious zeal
for the improvement of the pupils ...
This report was a reprisal by the inspector for catching both
teachers some time before seated at the table, their backs to the
pupils, and 'no work going on'. On another occasion an inspector
wrote about a teacher: 'this teacher shouts too much and has too
much to say'. On yet another occasion the inspector arrived to find
both teachers in Drumbibe female school absent at the fair in
Ballinamore. Were it not for the constant vigilance of the inspectors
the system would have been even less efficient. The managers do not
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seem to have passed much remarks on repeated reports on low
proficiency and poor conditions in the school. It must be said in
fairness to the teachers who taught in these schools in the last
century that in addition to their own lack of education and proper
training they were also severely hampered by poor wages, poor
conditions, poor attendance and lack of parental interest in
education.
Rarely did the inspector's rating of any of the schools in the
parish rise above 'fair', 'middling', 'tolerable', 'adequate', except the
convent school which was consistently rated from good to excellent.
This school had a high reputation over a wide area and pupils came
from as far away as Currin (Templeport), Bawnboy, Keshcarrigan,
Kiltubrid, Drumreilly, to finish their education with the Mercy
Sisters. Convent education was considered superior adding extra
polish to girls seeking to be teachers, nurses, civil servants, milliners,
shop assistants. Besides the curriculum was, as we shall see

elsewhere, much wider than in the average rural school. Attendance
at school was sporadic and seasonal. Down to the late 1920s it rarely
went above 45% of pupils on roll with the exception of the convent
school where it was somewhat better and pupils continued longer at
school. It dropped off dramatically in March and April and again in
September and October to as low as 25% of the normal. November,
December, January and February were the months of highest
attendance when there was no work to be done on the farm but even
then it rarely reached to 60% of the enrolment. A pupil at
Ballinamore Boys' School in the early years of this century described
what used to happen in Spring and Autumn:
There wasn't much remarks passed on school in them days.
You'd be sent on the country to anyone who asked for you to
put out manure with asses and pardogs. After that you'd be
sent to 'gugger potatoes' — standing with a bucket of splits in a
wet furrow on a cold day in March, perished alive ... In
October you'd be kept at home to pick potatoes. The hands
would be falling off you with 'inglagh' (ingleach)... As soon as
they got their ticket (Confirmation) they were free to go, mostly
to America. In my time there were big lads at school, nearly
man able. They'd only come an odd day. The master was afraid
of them . . . When the row would rise in the class poor old
Master Maguire used to run in behind the blackboard and
shout, Police! Police!

Croup of Pupils at Ballinamore Boys' School (1947). Back (I. to r.): Dan Gallogly,
Drumrane, Bartley McGovern, Ardrum, Pete Smith, Lahard, John McGovern,
Cornacreegh, Brendan Kelly, Lahard, Sean O'Rourke, Tully, Mickey Flynn,
Ardrum, Frank Sweeney, Tullyoscar, Willie O'Beirne, Whiterock, Seddie Cafferty,
Main St. Second row (I. to r.): Sylvester McDevitt, St Brigid's St, Paul O'Grady,
High St, Sean McNama, CIE, John Joe Gormley, Corachoile, Sean Flynn, Ardrum,
William Keegan, High St, Paddy Mitchell, Kilrush, Michael McGovern,
Cornacreegh, Willie Smith, Ballyduff. Front (I. to r.): Michael Sweeney, Tullyoscar,
John Wynne, Drumrane, Aidan Roarty, Fohera, Pat Murray, Kilaneen, Patsy
Roddy, Kiltymoodan, Paudge Teehan, Aghadark, Sean McGennis, Railway Rd,
John James Moffat, Ardrum.

Few pupils persevered beyond fourth class and many left in
third and even second. The small number who did stay into fifth or
sixth class were anxious to become teachers, nurses, post-office
clerks or police. Sixty-five percent of the pupils who enrolled in
Derrinkeher in 1916 had left before completing fourth class. From the
mid-1920s the attendance began to improve to an average of 60% and
continued to rise throughout the 'thirties and 'forties to over 70%
and more recently still to over 90%.
Class lasted from 10.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. for five days a week.
Cromlin and Lisacarne, the first two schools under clerical
management, opened on Saturdays for Catechism. There were three
to five days holidays at Christmas, ten to fourteen at Easter and
thirteen days in summer which was later extended to a month.
Summer holidays are recorded on the roll book for Ballinamore Boys
school for the first time in 1895 and two years later on the rolls of the
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Tom Gannon NT, Ballinamore.

Mrs Brigid Laughlin NT, Pottore.

Frank Gormley NT, Derrinkeher.

Sean Moriarty NT, Ballinamore.

Sean O'Heslin NT, Ballinamore.

Mrs Katie Travers NT, Ballinamore.

convent school. It would appear that up until then there were no
summer holidays. The core of the curriculum was English (reading,
spelling, dictation, enunciation, grammar) Arithmetic, Geography
(Ireland, England, World) and Needle-work for girls. In the 1890s
attempts were made to introduce such things as nature-study,
drawing, object lesson, drill, health and habits, singing, cookery but
they were far down the priorities of most teachers who clung to the
three Rs'. The convent school had by far the widest curiculum of all
the national schools. In addition to the three 'Rs' it had geography,
vocal music, drill, Mountmellick (lace-making) knitting, sewing,
sewing machine (use of a sewing machine), cookery. It was also the
first school to introduce Irish in 1917 — a half hour in the evenings
after school. This was due to the influence of Sr Catherine Ryan who
was known to be an advanced nationalist. The Convent school could
provide a wide curriculum as there was no scarcity of Sisters, even
though many of them were untrained, to teach these subjects to a
high level. In the early years of this century history was added to the
curriculum. Finally with the establishment of the State the national
schools were asked to take on board the enormous task of reviving
the Irish language and Irish was made a compulsory subject for all
pupils.
A half hour a day was set aside for religious instruction. In
schools like Mayo and Derrinkeher not under clerical management
religious instruction was optional and a notice to this effect was
displayed in the school. In Catholic schools pupils learned off the old
Maynooth Catechism with its difficult theological language. It was
the only synopsis of Catholic doctrine they would ever get. Getting
the Confirmation ticket was a milestone in the child's education and
as soon as they got it they felt free to go. Down to the late 1940s the
teachers conducted catechism classes in the church after last Mass.
The priest used to stand at the church gate turning back reluctant
pupils attempting to escape the after-Mass lesson.
Relentless emigration since the Famine eventually took its toll on
the schools of the parish particularly the exodus after World War II.
The effects of this did not become evident until the 1960s. In 1945
there were seventy-five pupils (35 boys, 40 girls) at Pottore. In 196/,
when it finally closed, it had only seventeen pupils (11 boys, 6 girls)
who were transferred to Drumbibe. Tullywana closed on 1 July 19/0
and its seventeen pupils transferred to Derrinkeher. Even this was
not sufficient to keep the remaining two schools in Aughnasheelin
open and on 18 February 1974 a new central school with eighty
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pupils and three teachers was opened in Drumbibe. In the
Ballinamore part of the parish the Church of Ireland school and
Lisacarne closed in the 'sixties.

Derrinkeher National School (closed 1974).

pupils (41 boys and 21 girls). By 1845, the eve of the Famine, it had
grown to 142 pupils on rolls with an average attendance of 60. It
worked five days a week from 10.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.
The first teacher was Ross Mahon, an untrained teacher
recruited from the old hedge-school system. Initially he got no salary
but depended on local contributions that only amounted to 14/- in
the first year. On 15 May 1845 Mr La Touche as manager of the school
applied for salary for a Jane Cullen, a needlework teacher, who had
already been teaching in the school for two years without salary in
the hope of being taken on by the Board of Education. When Mahon
retired in 1873 he was replaced by Dan Meehan after a dispute with
the clergy had forced out La Touche's nominee. The following year
La Touche applied for an assistant for him named Susan Smith from
Ardara, Co. Cavan. The school had now 68 boys and 61 girls on rolls
and an average attendance of 56.
The school had a stormy history under Meehan. La Touche
apparently took no interest in its up-keep and finally handed it over
to Fr Dominic McBreen PP in 1892. Even then things did not improve
and conditions remained shocking. In December 1881 the inspector
reported that 'the floor is still a flagged one and during a severe
winter it is absolutely hurtful to the children and teachers'. He
concluded 'I would not be surprised if prudent parents refused to let
their children attend during severe weather'. Over the next twenty
odd years the inspector's complaints fell on deaf managerial ears. A
boarded floor was repeatedly recommended, the roof needed repairs
urgently, the school needed a new outer door, the walls needed
plastering and whitewashing, they were damp, there was rain down
and the ceiling was falling down. Nothing was done until 1916 when
a new school was built by a local contractor, Francis McAvinue,
Ballinamore, at a cost of £634.11.7. This school served the area until
its closure in 1974.
The school was equally unsatisfactory academically. Inspectors'
reports complained about the untidiness and indiscipline of the
pupils, lack of punctuality, poor teaching, rolls unmarked at 10.30
a.m. Meehan was reported repeatedly for the severity with which he
treated his pupils. In the end he resigned on 30 June 1900 because of
'age and low proficiency'. His wife continued to teach in the school
down to about 1911. Other principal teachers were: Philip McTague
(1900-'44), Francis Gormley (1944-55), Paddy Joyce (1955-'67), Betty
Bohan (1968-9), Mrs Rosaleen Joyce (1968-9), Betty Bohan (1969-71),
Mrs Desmond Quinn (1971-'74).
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DERRINKEHER NATIONAL SCHOOL
Derrinkeher, the first national school in the parish, was opened
on 29 August 1836, just five years after the setting up of the national
school system. It was built on a free site given by Mr Peter La Touche,
the local landlord, who also contributed £20 towards the cost of
building. It consisted of a single room (34'6" x 16'11") with three
front windows (5' x 2'8" each). It was ceiled and had a flag floor. The
back wall had two fire-places (2'9" each) and a central window (5' x
2'8"). The right gable had a porch and the left a block of toilets.
The new school was intended by La Touche to be undenomina
tional. Provision was made for the religious education of all
denominations but parents were free to withold their children from
religious instruction should they so wish and notice to this effect was
displayed in the school. The Catholic clergy welcomed the new
school but the local Protestant minister objected on the grounds that
he was opposed to the national schools in principle. In 1836 it had 62
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POTTORE

Pottore school was built on a three acre site given free for twenty
one years by brothers Hugh and Gerard Walsh of Drumsna, agents of
Mr La Touche. The building of the school was initially delayed for
some time because the proposed site was in a bog and was
unsuitable. The school, a single room (24' x 16') was completed in
1839 at an estimated cost of fifty pounds of which the National Board
paid £47.9.4 in grants towards building and furniture. The school
opened in September 1839 with an average of thirty pupils (20 boys
and 10 girls). Those who could afford it were asked to pay a penny a
week towards the teacher's salary. The first principal was Thomas
Hunt, a hedge school-master, who conducted a private school in
Drumdartan in 1835.
The following year a second room was added — Pottore female
school with fifty-eight girls on roll and an average of twenty-one. The
first principal was Margaret McLoughlin. In 1898 the school was too
small for the numbers on roll and a new two room school was built
by Fr Dominic McBreen PP and Fr Patrick Brady CC at a cost of
£618.1.0 on a site given by Hugh Walshe adjacent to the old school.

The boys' and girls' schools operated independently with separate
principals down to the late 1920s. This building served the area until
it was closed on 4 September 1967 and the remaining pupils
transferred to Drumbibe.
Most of the records of the school have been lost making it
impossible to trace the succession of teachers. There was a very rapid
turn-over of teachers in it especially when it began to decline and
this makes it all the more difficult. The following are some of the
teachers who taught in it. There may have been many more: Thomas
Hunt (1839), Margaret McLoughlin (1840), Eugene Reilly (1900-1927),
Augustine Kenny (1928-9), Leanna Cafferty (1930-40), Mrs Laughlin,
Miss Betty Bohan (1947-51), Francis O'Rourke (1950-60), Principal
(1952-60), Breege Feeney (1950-52), Principal (1951-'2), Maura Fee
(1953-'8), Mrs Kathleen Roddy (1958), Mary Kellegher (1958), Ann
Kelly (1960-'l), Breege Mullarkey (1961), Maura Sweeney (1961-2),
Terese Boland (1962-'4), Louis Fleming (1963).

CROMLIN AND DRUMBIBE

Pottore National School (closed 1967).

Cromlin was the first national school in the parish under clerical
management . Originally a hedge-school, it was built around 1831
from private contributions. It consisted of one room (48' x 15' x 10')
with seating for sixty pupils. When Fr Tom Maguire applied on 12
December 1842 to have it taken under the Board of Education he
mentioned as a disadvantage the fact that the teacher, John O'Neill,
was actually living in the school. He was untrained and had been
teaching before that in Pottore. When the inspector visited the school
in 1842 there were 103 pupils present (63 boys, 40 girls) and the
average attendance for the previous six months was 53. The school
worked five days a week from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. for secular
subjects and on Saturday for religion. An assistant, Ann Darcy, a
niece of John O'Neill's, was paid from 1845 as mistress in a separate
female school with a salary of eight pounds. The school was grossly
over-crowded by 1872 with an average of 93 and was in a very bad
state of repair. Besides it had suffered for over twenty years from the
incompetence of John O'Neill and his niece Ann.
It was replaced by Drumbibe, a boys' school and a girls' school
under the same roof with separate principals. The first two teachers
were Patrick McGowan who transferred from Cromlin on a salary of
£28 a year and Miss Geoghegan who transferred from Ballinamore
Infant school on a salary of £20. On-1 October 1872, Fr Brady PP
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She had previously taught in Drumany (Fenagh). According to the
application she was needed to teach needlework and knitting. The
school had not a very successful life. Between 1859 and 1873 it had no
less than five principals. The opening of Drumbibe in 1872 dealt it a
death blow even though it struggled on until March 1884 when it was
finally closed because 'it failed to maintain a sufficient average and
as the teacher is most inefficient'. Fr Brady and the inspector, H. A.
Donovan, both knew that this would happen but neither seemed
particularly worried. O'Donovan wrote: 'the only school which will
probably be injured is Mayo National School and it always had such
a struggling existence that it is a matter of small importance how it is
effected . . . The manager himself (Fr Brady) is indifferent'.

BALLINAMORE MALE AND FEMALE SCHOOLS

Mayo school was established in 1858, by Francis La Touche who
was also the manager. It was one of four La Touche schools locally,
the others were Clogher, Derrinkeher and Ballinamore Male and
Female. It consisted of one room and the teacher, Patrick Donohue,
lived in an apartment adjoining the school. In 1869 it had an average
attendance of 57 from a roll of 114 pupils. That year La Touce made
application to have Mary Ann Roddy's salary as an assistant paid.

On 20 April 1840 an application for a boys and girls school on a
site given by Mr Peter La Touche in Aghadark was made jointly by Fr
Tom Maguire, PP, and Hugh Walshe, La Touche's agent. Building
did not commence until September 1842. The first salary was paid in
1845 to Peter O'Neill. He remained principal in the male school until
1867 when his salary was withdrawn. The first female principal was
Frances O'Neill, probably his wife, who was said to be untrained but
had conducted Bawnboy National School from 1840-'5. She was
dismissed after a very short time in 1846 in favour of a twenty-two
year old Margaret Murphy.
Ballinamore Infant School, a two-roomed thatched building
(now the Crossan home), was opened in 1870 by Fr Tom Brady, a
great school-builder who was also responsible for opening
Tullywana, Drumbibe, Lisacarne, as well as for building the parish
priest's house in Ballinamore and the curate's house in Au
ghnasheelin. Initially one of the rooms in the infant school was used
as a teacher's residence. The school was erected from private funds
and the teacher paid rent to the manager. Its attendance was expected
to be drawn from 'the shop-keepers of Ballinamore' and it was hoped
that the numbers would increase substantially 'when parents became
aware of the real nature of an infant school'. In August 1870 Brigid
Geoghegan was appointed to it where she continued until she
transferred to the new female school in Drumbibe in 1872. The
Sisters of Mercy who had arrived in the town the previous year on
the invitation of Fr Brady took over the school and ran it in two
sections, a poor school and a select school for fee-paying pupils. It
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Drumbibe National School (closed 1974).

applied to have a salary of an assistant, Mary McAweeney, paid by
the Board. She had previously taught in Lisacarne as an assistant.
The school had 125 pupils on roll in 1872. It closed on 18 February
1974 when the present new school was built.
Teachers: John O'Neill, Patrick McGowan (1872), Brigid
Geoghegan (1872), Mary McAweeney (1872), Mary Shanley (18751912), Ellie Armstrong (Junior Assistant Mistress or JAM) 1902-15,
Margaret O'Reilly (1912-20), Principal in female school, Margaret
Flynn 0AM) (1915-18), Annie Flynn (1918), Lizzie McGovern
transferred from Tullywana (1920-) as Principal of female school, Mrs
John Brady, Michael McGirl, Thomas Sharpley, Jack Flaherty,
Michael Jordan.
MAYO SCHOOL
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had 90 infants on roll and opened from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. on
every day except Wednesday and Saturday when it opened from
10.00 a.m. to 12.00. Inspector O'Donovan expressed reservations
about the wisdom of handing the school over to the Sisters of Mercy.
He commented 'at the same time I have great doubt that a lay teacher
with no other duty to attend to would be more eligible'.
In 1889 a new two-storey girls' school was handed over to the
nuns. This school continued in use down to 1984 when the present
girls' school was built by Terence Canon McManus PP. The infant
school then moved into the old girls' school in 1889 and was known
as St Anne's School and catered for junior infants, high infants and
first class (boys and girls). In 1962 the present boys' school was built
by Msgr Michael Kelly, PP, and was later extended by Terence
Canon McManus in 1978. A new infant school was built on the site of
the old boys' and infant schools also by Canon McNiffe in 1967.
Despite the reservations expressed by Inspector Donovan in
1872 about allowing in the nuns, Ballinamore Girls' School became
the finest school in the area attracting pupils from surrounding
schools, even teachers' daughters. As we have pointed out already its
rating ranged from good to excellent and it offered a much wider
curriculum than the other schools. It was also responsible for
establishing a music tradition in the town that has lived to the

present. The Sisters ran a small factory at the back of the old convent
(the old RIC barracks) in which they gave employment to local
women making lace. The number on rolls in the convent school in
1895-6 was 85 with an average attendance of 55 or 64% which was
higher than any of the other local schools. In 1913-14 enrolment had
increased to 98 and continued to grow — 102 in 1918-19, 110 in
1920-'l, and 114 in 1928. This was the highest recorded and since
then it has continued to decline.
Attendance at Ballinamore Boys' School followed broadly the
pattern of rural schools rarely rising above an average attendance of
45 - 50% until the later 1920s. As in the rural schools attendance
dropped off in Spring and Autumn and very few pupils continued
beyond fourth or fifth class. In 1928 enrolment reached a peak of 120
and attendance also improved to an average of over 70%. After that
numbers continued to decline ever since — 77 in 1947, 72 in 1951, 67
in 1965.
Teachers in Boys' National School: Peter O'Neill (1845-67),
Master Murphy (- 1870), Margaret Murphy, Frank Birney, Master
Maguire, a native of Bawnboy, (- 1924), Sean O'Heslin, a native of
Coraleehan, trained in De La Salle, Waterford, principal (1924-42),
Tom Gannon, principal (1942-67), Paddy Joyce, principal (1967-9),
Gerry Mahon (1969-).
Assistants: Mrs Katie Travers (1915-44), Paddy Carey, Sean
Fitzgibbon (1940), Sean Reilly (1942-'6), Sean Moriarty (1945-1951),
Mrs Stella Gannon, Miss Betty Bohan (1968-), Mrs. Imelda Mahon.
OUGHTERAGH SCHOOL

Convent National School (closed 1984).

In 1866, the local rector Rev. John Knox Barklie applied to have
Oughteragh school taken under the Board of Education. According to
the application it was built in 1861 and had recently been closed for
repairs which cost £40. It consisted of one room (35' x 16' x 13'), four
windows, plastered walls, boarded floor but no ceiling. Part of the
building was occupied by the teacher, a Mr Colhoun. Fifteen pounds
of his salary was paid by the pupils. It had then 51 pupils on roll and
31 of an average attendance. It opened from 10.00 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. on
five days a week and from 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. on Saturdays. To
ask to have the school taken under the Board was a change of attitude
by Rev. Barklie as he was opposed in principle to the national
schools. It would appear that financial considerations forced
Oughteragh as well as many other schools established by the Church
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under the Board of Education, Fr Brady said there were thirty houses
within half a mile of the school. Mr Henry O'Donovan, the inspector,
recommending the new school to the Board said 'it was necessary to
civilize a wild and barbarous area'.
In 1875 Eliza Kelly applied to be taken on as an assistant but her
application was rejected because she was deemed incompetent. The
school had become too big for one teacher in 1877 having 130 on roll
and an average attendance of 64. Margaret McCaffrey was appointed
assistant at the age of eighteen. The school served the locality until
1929 when a new school was built on a plot of land leased from
Patrick Fallon of Gubnaveagh. The new school cost £1,634 with a local
contribution of £80.00. Although built in Gubnaveagh it continued to
be officially called Tullywana (Tullach Ban). It was closed on 1 July
1970 and its seventeen pupils transferred to Derrinkeher. The records
of the school have been lost. The following is a description of the life
and conditions in Tullywana school between 1900 and 1910 given by
three past-pupils from that time:

Oughteragh National School.

Education Society (the Established Church's answer to the national
schools) to gradually come round to seeking recognition from the
National Board.

LISACARNE

This school was built in 1870 by Fr Tom Brady — two roomed
thatched building with four windows, an earthen floor and no
ceiling. It had seating for 52 pupils (21 boys, 31 girls) and had an
average attendance of 31 pupils. The school was open 'to provide
education for children who could not go elsewhere'. The first teacher
was Ellen Leddy who came from Killeshandra for a salary of £20 and
three or four pounds collected by the pupils. Lisacame closed in 1963.
Teachers: Ellen Leddy (1870), Mrs Armstrong, Mrs Gannon,
principal (1922-5), Miss Sue McManus (1925-), Master Flynn (1933-),
William Foran, Imelda Mellie (Mrs Gerry Mahon ), (1960-63), Betty
Bohan (1950-67), principal.
TULLYWANA NATIONAL SCHOOL (Tullach Ban)

This school was established by Fr Tom Brady PP in 1875. It
consisted of one room (22' x MVY x 9'), slated with a boarded floor,
plastered but not ceiled. In his application to have the school taken
60

(a) It was a one-roomed school. It was cold and damp. It had
four desks and a couple of forms and a boarded floor. It was
walking alive with mice and when the scholars used to
come in after play you could get a mouse in your bag ... In
the summer time the mistress would take us outside if the
day was good and we'd stand round and she'd sit in the
centre and teach. I often envied the men on the bog. There
were about sixty scholars in my time . . . The girls wore
dresses covered with a bib and the boys short trousers and
nailed boots. I saw several big lads still in petticoats at
school in my time ... I saw many a good boxing-match on
the way home from school. Of course we all went barefooted
in summer and many a time I criged my big toe on a stone
or got a stone-bruise or thorn in my foot.
(b) The teacher was Mrs Reilly, her husband taught in Pottore.
We used to stand outside the school in the morning waiting
for her to come in her horse and trap. She was a great
teacher. She taught English, (reading, writing, spelling,
dictation), Arithmetic (tables, long division, fractions,
simple interest), History, Geography, Singing (Moore's
Melodies), Drill, Needlework and of course Catechism. The
priest used to call occasionally and the small ones used to
strange at him and start to cry. They'd cry at every stranger.
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We weren't afraid of the priest but we were of the inspector
. . . and if you didn't answer up and answer right you'd get
it after . . .
(c) There was an open fire in the gable of the room. The
mistress used to let us up two at a time to warm ourselves.
The plaster had fallen away behind the fire and the stones in
the wall used to heat up. During lunch-time we'd stand
outside in winter and warm our hands against the stones ...
Families with kids at the school would give a load of turf to
keep a fire. Some scholars used to bring a few turf every
morning under their arm and if they forgot they'd steal
them from a neighbour's stack on the bog. There was no
yard — just an open patch of ground like a field. At night
cattle and asses used to stray there. The children used to
have to clean up what they left behind before they could
play . . .

The following are some of the teachers who taught in Tullywana:
Margaret McCaffrey (1877), Mrs. O'Reilly (Boragh), Miss McGovern,
her sister, Miss B. Callaghan, assistant (Knockacullion), Jim Smith,
Francis Gormley, Master McGarvey, Master Leydon, Hugh Boyle,
Una Harrington (principal 1963), Mrs Breege O'Connor (Leitrim),
principal 1964-6, Mrs Nora Quinn (1963-70), principal 1966-70.
IV
BALLINAMORE CLASSICAL SCHOOL

Tullywana National School (closed 1970).

In 1874 Fr Tom Brady opened a classical or Latin school in the
town with a view to giving a moiety of post-primary education
especially to boys intending to study for the priesthood. It was
described in the Catholic Directory of that year as 'an excellent
classical school'. From 1877 until it closed in 1888 it was referred to as
Mr Duffy's school. Obviously Mr Duffy had been employed as a
teacher and the school became increasingly identified with him or
else he had taken it over. The school moved around from Cannaboe
to a location opposite the old church, probably where Jimmy Conway
lives at present. It finished its days in a room over the sacristy in the
old church. We have the names of five priests who did their early
studies at the Ballinamore classical school and were ordanied in All
Hallows College (AHC).
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Cullen, Bernard, son of Michael Cullen and Alice Earley, AHC
1876, left in 1880 before ordination.
McCabe, Hugh, son of James McCabe and Ann Fanning,
Kiltymooden, AHC 1877, ordained 1883 for the Diocese of
Grassvalley. Died shortly after taking up duty.
O'Rourke, Michael, son of Hugh O'Rourke and Catherine
Dolan, AHC 1880, ordained 1885 for the Diocese of Kingston.
Smith, Patrick, son of Peter Smith and Mary McKeon, AHC
1876, ordained 1881 for the Diocese of Moneterey.
Tubman, Thomas, son of James Tubman and Catherine Moran,
Greaghglass, AHC 1879, ordained 1884 for the Diocese of
Grassvalley, Califomisa.
Nothing more is known about the Ballinamore Classical School.
Its closure in 1888 meant that the area would be without any form of
post primary education until the technical or vocational school was
opened in 1941, sixty-seven years later.

Tadhg O'Rabhartaigh Principal
1941-53.

Patrick C. Gallogly Principal
1956-91.

The need for post primary education was keenly felt in the area
for a long time. Only a handful of people whose parents could afford
to pay or who were fortunate enough to win a scholarship could get
secondary education at a boarding school. The remainder completed
their education at fifth or sixth class. In February 1933 Leitrim VEC
met a deputation from Ballinamore consisting of the local curate, Fr
John McKeon, two businessmen, B. A. Cryan, John McHugh and the
local creamery manager, John O'Regan. They were pushing to have a
technical school established in the town. Their case was strongly
backed by John Reilly, a member of the VEC and local councillor from
Aughnasheelin. Fr McKeon argued that Ballinamore was much more
deserving a school than Keshcarrigan. They obviously got nowhere
and were told by the divisional inspector that Ballinamore would be
next on the list for a school.
The matter rested until the late 'thirties when it was taken up
again with renewed vigour by Canon John O'Reilly. He collected
signatures locally requesting a technical school in the town and
presented them to the VEC. It was decided to go ahead and on 1
September 1941 Ballinamore technical school opened in a bungalow

owned by Francis McAvinue in Church Street. A loft further down
the street, also owned by McAvinue, was used for woodwork. The
conditions were far from ideal but at least it was a start. Twenty-one
boys and twenty-five girls enrolled on the first day in what was seen
as a new and exciting venture in education in the area. The subjects
taught were Irish, English, Mathematics, Woodwork, Mechanical
Drawing, Domestic Science, Religion. The prospect of being taught a
trade, especially woodwork, made the school attractive to boys.
Before this some had cycled long distances from Aughnasheelin and
Drumreilly to the school in Keshcarrigan. The course was of two
years duration culminating in the Group Certificate Examination.
The first staff was Tadhg 0 Rabhartaigh, principal and general
subjects teacher. Sean King, Woodwork, Miss Quinn, Domestic
Science, Fr Pat Brady, CC, Religion. 0 Rabhartaigh was a native Irish
speaker from Co. Donegal. Prior to this he had been an Irish teacher
under the auspices of Conradh na Gaeilge (Gaelic League). He was
an author of standing, his best known works being Mian na Marbh
and Thiar i nGleann Cheo, the latter a novel set in Arigna during the
War of Independence. He was principal from 1941 to 1953 when he
was succeeded by Paddy McGeehan, also a native of Donegal, who
had been teaching woodwork in the school for some time. He in turn
was succeeded by Christy Gallogly in 1956.
In 1946 the school moved to even less suitable accommodation in
St Brigid's Street owned by P. J. (Sonnie) McKeon. A loft behind the
building was used for woodwork. In 1953 the present school was
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BALLINAMORE VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
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Ballinamore Vocational School

built on a site that had been bought from the parish by the VEC as far
back as 1941. It had three rooms (general subjects and agricultural
science, woodwork and domestic science). The introduction of free
post-primary education for all in 1967 brought an influx of pupils
which necessitated four new 'pre-fab' class-rooms, bringing the total
number of rooms to seven. In 1974 a permanent extension was built
giving it a much needed metalwork room, a commerce room and a
woodwork room.
By now there were three post-primary schools in the town, all
competing for a limited pool of pupils and each offering a limited
curriculum. Rather than exhaust their energies in a battle for survival
the three schools agreed in 1968 to pool their resources and introduce
a unique system of common enrolment. In this way it was possible to
give pupils of the catchment area a comprehensive range of subjects
that would have been otherwise impossible.
First Pupils at Ballinamore Vocational School - 1941
Phil Gaffney, Aghaleague, Ballinamore, Seamus Reilly, Annadale, Drumcong, S. L. Prior, Derradda, Ballinamore, Sean Moran,

High Street, Ballinamore, Frank Gallagher, Corrabrogher, Aughnasheelin, Francis Fox (Sonnie), Edentinny, Ballinamore, Joseph
Martin, St Brigid's Street, Ballinamore, Sean Flood, Railway Road,
Ballinamore, Patrick C. Gallogly, Drumrane, Lawderdale P.O., Peter
Prior, Callowhill, Ballinamore, Francis Gildea, Knockacullion,
Aghacashel, Felix Gallogly, Drumrane, Lawderdale, James Flanagan,
Killnacreevagh, Garadice P.O., Michael Canning, Lahard, Ballina
more, Bertie O'Hara, Kilrush, Ballinamore, Vincent Walsh, Fenagh,
Foxfield P.O., Terence McTeague, Drumbibe, John W. Moffat,
Drumdiffer, Eamonn Sweeney, Fenagh Station, Patrick Maguire,
Gubnaveagh, Willian F. Rowley, Ardrum, Josephine Shanley,
Dernasmallan, Aughnasheelin, Margaret Stretton, Boeshill, Garadice,
Aoife Knott, Corramartin, Aughnasheelin, Kathleen McTeague,
Moher, Ballinamore, Kathleen Duignan, Drumgowna, Derradda,
Mary Maxwell, Drumore, Ballinamore, Elizabeth Mulvihill, High
Street, Ballinamore, Ellen Duignan, Meenahill, Aughnasheelin,
Elizabeth Guest, Drumreilly, Garadice, Peggy Mulvey, Kiltynashinnagh, Aughnasheelin, Marie McCormick, Church Street, Ballina
more, Carmel Conlon, High Street, Ballinamore, Teresa McHugh,
Mullaghnameillia, Foxfield, Betty Kelly, Drumarigna, Ballinamore,
Nancy O'Dowd, Mayo, Foxfield, Nancy Muldoon, Kiltybardon,
Aughnasheelin, Maureen Roddy, Mayo, Foxfield, Peggy Brady,
Kiltygerry, Ballinamore, Mary Barry, Killaneen, Ballinamore, May
McCartin, Lisnatulla, Ballinamore, Ann Rourke, Killamaderoe,
Aughnasheelin, Breege McKeon, Lisnatulla, Ballinamore, Margaret
Gallagher, Glennanmore, Garadice, Dotie Knott, Derrinkeher,
Roycroft, Aghacashel, Bernadette Leaden, Drumlonan, Ballinamore.
MEAN SCOIL FATIMA
In 1950 the convent national school started a secondary top
under Sr Berchmans and in 1953 ten girls sat the intermediate
certificate examination. The same year it was decided to build a
secondary school. The driving force behind the new school was
Mother Columba Lavin who was superior at the time. The architect
was Mr Philip Shaffrey, the contractors Langan Bros., Ballina, Co.
Mayo, and the contract price £9,800. The original building consisted
of three class-rooms, cookery room, staff-room and cloak-rooms.
Work commenced on 13 November 1953 and the new school, Mean
Scoil Fatima, was officially opened by Most Rev. Dr Austin Quinn,
Bishop of Kilmore on 6 December 1954.
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Sister De Lourdes Sharkey, Principal
1955-74.

Sister Kathleen Gormley, Principal
1974-

The staff in the secondary top was Srs Berchmans, Raymond,
Imelda, Cecilia and Srs Stephanie and Hilary both on loan from the
Convent of Mercy, Limerick. In 1955 Sr de Lourdes Sharkey, a native
of the town, was appointed first principal of the new secondary
school. She was joined on the staff by Mrs McSharry, BA, HDE, Mrs
Holland, NT and Miss Maura Sheehy, D.Sc. In 1955 twelve students
sat the Intemediate Certificate examination and eight did the
Leaving. In 1963 two extra classrooms were added at a cost of £2,970
and a further extension consisting of classrooms and science
laboratory in 1967 at a cost of £13,655.

In March 1962 Fr Francis J. McKieman, a member of the teaching
staff of St Patrick's College, Cavan, and a native of Aughawillan, was
appointed headmaster of the future St Felim's College. The
appointment of Fr McKiernan was an inspired one, as his local
knowledge and enthusiasm for the project guaranteed its success.
The station buildings as they stood were unsuited to the
purpose intended, so Fr McKieman immediately undertook the
considerable task of converting them for school purposes. In this he
was advised by Philip N. Shaffrey, Architect.
By September 1962 the school was ready and the first class of
forty students entered St Felim's on the first Tuesday of September.
During the first school year Fr McKieman was assisted by Sean
Sweeney (Killargue), now Principal of St Clare's Comprehensive
School, Manorhamilton.
Initially, only one classroom was available. During the course of
1964 a second phase in the development of St Felim's was completed
when the engine sheds on the Killeshandra Road were converted
into a fine classroom block. Gerry Brady (Longford) joined the staff in
September 1963, and Peter Duignan (Longford) and Padraic Griffin
(Mayo) came to St Felim's in the following year. Then in 1966 Fr
McKiernan was joined by a former student of his, Fr Thomas Keogan
(Castlerahan), later to become president of St Felim's.
The late 1960s saw the evolution of a unique system of common
enrolment and co-operation between the existing three second level
schools in the town — Mean Scoil Fatima, the Vocational School and

ST FELIM'S COLLEGE

Soon after the Cavan and Leitrim Railway closed in March 1959 a
Town Improvements Committee persuaded Leitrim County Council
to purchase the station from CIE. The site and buildings were
subsequently purchased from the Council by this committee who
pledged the necessary funds. The committee consisted of Walter P.
Toolan, P. J. Reynolds, Michael Creamer, Rev. John A. Young, John J.
McGirl and Patrick Travers. Towards the end of 1961 a school
committee secured the backing of the then Bishop of Kilmore, Dr A.
Quinn, for the establishment of a boys' secondary school. In
February 1962 a public meeting, attended by over seventy people
from the locality, gave full support to the project and pledged the
bulk of the funds required for the refurbishment of the station
buildings. Ownership of the property was later vested in the Diocese
of Kilmore.

Thomas Keogan Principal,
1972-

Fr Francis ]. McKieman Principal
1962-72.
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St Felim's College. It was given Department of Education approval in
1968 and co-education was introduced in the senior classes in 1969.
By then the teaching staff in St Felim's had grown, evidence of the
expansion in student numbers. Among those who came on the
staff at that time were Peter Curran (Carrigallen), Joe Prior
(Swanlinbar), Paddy Dockery (Rooskey) and Fred Gallagher
(Donegal).
During 1969 a third phase in the development of the college —
the provision of a splendid science block and staff room — was
completed, and the college was blessed by Bishop Quinn and
officially opened by the Minister for Education, Mr P. Faulkner TD,
on Wednesday, 28 January 1970. In December 1972, Fr McKiernan, on
his appointment as Bishop of Kilmore, was succeeded as president
by Fr Thomas Keogan.
The new president continued with energy and commitment the
work begun by his predecessor. He added considerably to the
facillities at St Felim's, most notably by the provision of an excellent
playing field and basketball court which were completed in May
1978. By now the students of St Felim's were achieving a reputation
for their outstanding accomplishments in the areas of education,
culture and sport — most notable in athletics, basketball and Gaelic
games. New faces appeared on the staff, too, Tony Madden
(Roscommon), Ann McTiernan (Manorhamilton), Anne Gillen,
formerly Purcell (Galway), Orla Daly (Drumshanbo) and Eithne
Banks (Mayo).
In 1987 St Felim's celebrated the 25th anniversary of its
foundation. Bishop McKiernan, together with Fr Keogan and four
priests, all past students, concelebrated Mass in the college. They
were joined by almost the entire first class.
In 1990 the remaining CIE property adjoining the school was
acquired and it is intended that this will be available to add to the
existing facilities at the college.

SECTION II

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
OF
THE TOWN AND PARISH
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IV

EARLY SETTLERS
The first people set foot on what is now the basin of the
Ballinamore and Ballyconnell canal sometime during the Stone Age,
between 4000 and 1500 B.C. We know this from the scant megalithic
remains they have left — the burial places they built for their dead
and some of the stone axe-heads they used.
Professor Ruairi De Valera in his Megalithic Tombs of Ireland only
mentions two authentic megalithic graves in the parish of
Oughteragh, both in Creevy. The first, situated in Creevy park, is a
dual court tomb in such a bad state of preservation that it is scarcely
recognisable and local people can be excused for referring to it as an
old graveyard or even a famine grave. The other, on Creevy hill, in an
equally poor state is described by De Valera as a portal tomb. Along
with the dolmen in Fenaghbeg these constituted a small megalithic
cemetery.
De Valera rejects the suggestion that the huge reclining stones
on Longstone rock are the remains of a megalithic tomb. He
described them as pieces of natural rock. When the famous
antiquarian John O'Donovan visited the area in the 1830s in
connection with the first Ordnance Survey he noted that one of the
huge stones was still standing, the other having fallen in living
memory. O'Donovan was in no doubt that these standing stones,
which gave the townland of Longstone(s) its name, were the
corriginns (pillar stones) of Magh Rein mentioned in the Book of
Fenagh. It gives two very different and unlikely explanations of how
these standing stones came to be there. The first claims that nine
Kings of the Fomorians were killed by Lughaidh Lamhfhada fleeing
across Magh Rein from the battle of Magh Tuiredh and that great
flag-stones or the 'corriginns of Magh Rein' were erected over their
graves. The second even less likely explanation it gives is that the
druids were uttering provocations against St Caillin of Fenagh and
his clerics and that the saint turned them into pillars of stone.
When John Healy, Archbishop of Tuam, visited the site around
the year 1900 he described it as follows:
One (stone) is prostrate, an immense slab about 18 feet long and
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Ruined Megalithic Tomb in Creevy Park
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Reclining stones on Longstone Rock.
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4 feet broad; the other is still standing but inclining to the west
and partially buried in the soil; another nearby is also standing
but inclining to the east. Between them is a third slab nearly
sunk in the soil . . .
In his Life and Writings of St Patrick published in 1905,
Archbishop Healy claimed that this was the location of the famous
pagan idol Crom Cruaich. 'It is our opinion that Edentinny is the
undoubted Plain of Adoration where Crom Cruaich and his
sub-gods twelve were adored' he wrote. He does not appear to have
based this conclusion on any evidence, even an existing local
tradition. He argued that the boundary between Magh Rein and
Magh Slecht where the idol is said to have been sited, was the
diocesan boundary between Ardagh and Kilmore and that
Edentinny was on the edge of Magh Slecht. Subsequent research into
the location of Magh Slecht (Plain of Adoration) leaves no doubt that
Crom Cruaich stood on Darraugh fort in the parish of Templeport
and that no part of Magh Slecht lay within the present County
Leitrim.
RING FORTS AND CRANN6GA

The ring forts that dot the hill-sides mostly of the south of the
parish were the homesteads of the farming community from the late
Bronze Age down to the Middle Ages and some of them may have
been inhabited until as recently as the 16th century. The Ordnance
Survey map (1837) marks thirty-three ring-forts in the parish which
it describes as 'Danes forts'. Twenty-five of these are in the
Ballinamore part of the parish and only nine in Aughnasheelin.
There are no ring forts in the upper part of Sliabh an Iarainn, the
highest being Dernasmallan, Greaghglass, Drumbibe, Drumdartan.
The same pattern is to be found in Lower Drumreilly where the ten
forts in the parish are all in Aughawillan and none in Corraleehan.
Similarly, all the ring forts in the nearby parish of Templeport are
situated in the lake district. It is evident from their location that the
people who built these forts were river people who used the lakes
and rivers for communication. They most likely made their way up
from the Erne into the Woodford river and on through Garadice to
the Yellow River. The circular ditch or fortification which still
survives provided protection for the farmer and his possessions from
eagles, wild boars, wolves and marauders. Inside was the house built

of clay and wicker and circular in shape. Nothing now survives of
these farm dwellings except the earthen ring.
Alongside the forts were the crannoga or lake dwellings, small
artificial islands built at a distance from the lake shore. These abound
in the lake districts of Monaghan, Cavan and Leitrim. No survey has
ever been made of the crannoga of Leitrim making it difficult to say
whether some of the small islands we see at a distance from our lake
shores are crannoga or just natural islands. Like the forts they were
farm dwellings built for the purpose of defence. The farmer moved
out from his island home to the mainland to till the land. An
investigation of crannoga in . the neighbouring Co. Cavan shows
that they were inhabited in some instances down to the 16th century,
much later than was originally thought.

SLIABH AN IARAINN (IRON MOUNTAIN)

Legend has much to say about the early invasions of Ireland
whereas history tells us very little. According to legend the Tuatha
De Danann arrived in Ireland by descending on Sliabh an Iarainn in
the form of a mist. There they discovered iron and forged the
weapons that brought them victory in the Battle of Magh Tuiredh
Sligo against the fomorians who occupied the north-western
sea-coast. According to legend this is how the mountain got its name
— Sliabh an Iarainn, the Iron Mountain. The memory of the mythical
cow of the Tuatha De Danann, the 'Gias Cow' is preserved in the
name of the Gias or Glosh river which flows from Miskaun to join the
Yellow River at Greaghglass. According to the local legend this
mythical cow came to graze on the banks of the river from
Glangevlin. She crossed the mountain leaving a huge gap in the top
of it which can still be seen. It was said that she could not be milked
dry and no vessel could be found large enough to hold her milk. In
the end she was milked into a sive until she milked herself to death.

VALLEY OF THE BLACK PIG
Ballinamore is situated in what was known as the Valley of the
Black Pig or elsewhere as the Black Pig's Dyke or Race. It was the
name given to the frontier between the ancient 'cuige' or province of
Ulster and the rest of Ireland in the middle of the 4th century. The
frontier of Ulster had been pushed north to make room for the new
province of Meath. The ditch or dyke ran from Newry through
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Monaghan, Cavan and entered Leitrim at Garadice. From there it ran
past Ballinamore to the townland of Muckross where it divided, one
section running through Fenagh to Adoon and on to the Shannon at
Rooskey, the other to Lough Allen, Lough Macnean, Lough Melvin
and into the sea at Bundoran. As far as possible the dyke included
lakes and marshes in its course and as these abounded in Leitrim it
was unnecessary to build an artificial ditch or dyke similar to what
survives in the parish of Currin, Co. Monaghan where extant
portions of the dyke can still be seen. It consisted of a large central
rampart about 25 feet high with a fosse about twelve feet deep on
either side of the rampart.
Legend supplies a convenient explanation of the origin of the
Black Pig's Ditch or Race. A schoolmaster from near the Boyne used
to turn his pupils into hares and set his hounds on them. Once he
turned the two sons of a red-haired widow one into a hare and the
other into a hound who chased his brother and killed him. In
revenge the woman turned the teacher into a black pig. The herds of
swine refused to associate with him as he raced across the country
leaving a huge track in his wake known as the Black Pig's Dyke or
Ditch. He was eventually killed by a woman washing clothes in the
Shannon at Rooskey. Another version of the story says he was killed
at Bundoran.
A local version of St Columcille's prophesy foretells a bloody war
in the Valley of the Black Pig before the end of the world. It would be
a religious war coming between the scythe and the sickle which
would mark the final overthrow of heresy, which in this instance
meant protestantism, and that the streets of Fenagh would run red
with human blood. 'Woe to him who lives in the Valley of the Black
Pig when the great war comes. Only those who have escaped across
the Shannon into Connaught will be saved'. Although attributed to
St Columcille this prophesy does not pre-date the early decades of
the last century when prophecies foretelling the end of the world
preceded by the overthrow of' protestantism were popular. The
reference to fleeing to safety in Connaught is a throw-back to the
exodus of people from Ulster into Connaught following the Battle of
the Diamond in Co. Armagh in 1795.

V

FROM THE CINEL LUACHAIN
TO THE COMING OF THE
PLANTER
As we have already seen in dealing with the origins of the parish
of Oughteragh the medieval kingdom of Cinel Luachain got its name
from a branch of the Conmaicne people who inhabited Magh Rein or
south Leitrim in the 6th century. It corresponded to the parishes of
Oughteragh and Upper and Lower Drumreilly. In the 8th century the
country to the north and east of Magh Rein was peopled by a branch
of the Ui Briuin who moved north from mid-Roscommon and settled
in what is now north Leitrim, west Cavan and south Fermanagh.
From the 10th century the O'Rourkes were hereditary chieftains of
the Ui Briuin and exercised an overlordship over the Mac Raghnaill,
chiefs of Magh Rein or Conmaicne.
The first reference to a chief of Cinel Luachain is in the Annals of
the Four Masters under 1159. In that year Rory O'Connor king of
Connaught and Tigheaman Mor O Rourke, chief of Breifne, were both
heavily defeated by Muircertach 6 Lochlainn at Ardee in Louth.
Amongst the people of importance killed fighting with O'Rourke
were two chiefs of Cinel Luachain, MacRait Ua Tormadain and
Macrait Ua Cuagan. There is silence in the Annals about the Cinel
Luachain until 1256 when war broke out between Conor, son of
Tigheaman O'Rourke and Domhnall O'Reilly. One of O'Rourke's allies
was Mac na h-Oidhche (Son of Night) Mac Dorcaidh, anglicised
Dorcy. From this time onwards the Mac Dorcaidh supplied the chiefs
of Cinel Luachain for the next one hundred and fifty years.
The district of Cinel Luachain because of its geographical pos
ition was the gateway between east and west Breifne from the 12th
century onwards. It was a difficult impassable area of wood, lake and
swamp so much so that advancing armies had to scale the slopes of
Sliabh an Iarainn to get through. The Cinel Luachain were unavoid
ably caught up in the wars between the O'Rourkes and O'Reillys in
the 13th and 14th centuries. They were also exposed to attack from
their near neighbours, the Magaurans, chiefs of Tullyhaw who
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The English officials who first came into contact with Leitrim in
late 16th and early 17th century all commented unfavourably on it.

They spoke of ’the woods and fastness of Leitrim’. Sir Conyers
Clifford, Governor of Connaught in the 1590s, said it was the least
valuable of all the counties in Ireland’. Another official commented
that ’none but devils could live in such a hell’. Only about a third of
the land was inhabited, the rest was mountain, lakes, bog and swamp
with great belts of primeval forest and shrubbery. It was a wild,
remote, unattractive place that was on offer to the new settlers from
England and Scotland when it was decided to plant Leitrim in 1621 in
conjunction with Longford, Westmeath, Laois and Offaly.
On the local scene the area from St John’s Lake to Garadice i.e.,
the basin of the Yellow River, now the canal, was an almost continu
ous delta of lake and swamp. In addition the area had large belts of
primeval forest and shrubbery in Derrinkeher, Kiltybarden
Corrabeegher, Drumbibe, Dernaheltymore, Dernaheltybeg,
Dernasmallan, Kilnamaddyroe Cornawall, Clogher, Cannaboe,
Lahard, Drumrane. In Upper Drumreilly there were large areas of
natural forest in Keelrin, Aghalough, Kinkeen, Gortahose, Arderry,
Drumdiffer, Shannaderagh and in Lr Drumreilly in Drumcromman,
Derrada, Coragh, Derreniver, Sradrinan, Drumderg, Drumbrick,
Knocks, Kilafort, Coramahon. In Fenagh much of Castlefore area was
under forest - Leamanish, Aghaboneil, Drumlitten, Breandrum,
Annaghderg, Corabarrick, Cornagon. Tadhg O Roddy, the Fenagh
scholar and antiquarian, described the county in 1682 as having vast
woods which have been giving encouragement to the setting up of
iron mills ... the woods are full of large and excellent timber’. He
speaks of a great part of the forest already having been consumed by
the iron works, for building houses and for sale but that a great deal
of it still remained. The recurrence of the words Doire (oak wood) or
Coill/Coillte (wood/s) in townland names in Oughteragh preserve
the memory of what was once a deeply wooded area - Derrinkeher,
Dernaheltymore, Dereen, Dernasmallan, Kiltybarden, Kiltynashinnagh, Kiltymoodan, Kildorragh, Kilnamaddyroe, Kilaglasheen.
There is also reference in place names to ash, hazel, sally, rowan.
The parish was sparsely populated as indeed was the whole
county. A census taken in 1659 shows it having only 284 people. All of
the better land from Ballyduff to Newtowngore was in the hands of
different septs of the O'Rourkes prior to the arrival-of the planters e.g.
Sliocht Teige na nGoir (the descendants of Teige of the Prattle
O'Rourke), Sliocht Cathal Ballagh O’Rourke (Cathal, the Speckled),
Sliocht Aodh Mac Airt O’Rourke, Sliocht Caoich O'Rourke (the
Blind), Sliocht Sean O'Rourke. Under the plan of plantation for
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exercised a degree of autonomy from both the O’Rourkes and
O’Reillys over the same period. In 1275 the Cinel Luachain killed
Thomas Magauran. Two years later the Magaurans' raided Cinel
Luachain and killed the chief, Concobhar Mac Dorcaidh, and many
others. He was succeeded by Mac na h-Oidhche Mac Dorcaidh who
ruled until his death in 1284. He was succeeded by Giolla losa Mac
Dorcaidh. In 1295 the hostages of both Brian Magauran and Giolla
losa Mac Dorcaidh were taken by Giolla losa Rua O'Reilly and Giolla
losa Mac Dorcaidh was wounded on the occasion. He was finally
killed in 1313 by Domhnall Mac Diarmada. His son died in 1310. In
1341 Domhnall Mac Dorcaidh, chief of Cinel Luachain died.
Although there are a number of subsequent references to the Mac
Dorcaidh in the Annals between 1341 and 1384 none of them are
described as chief. For example, Giolla Caech (the one-eyed) died in
1349. Martha Mac Dorcaidh was killed by the O’Reillys in 1352. In
1360 John, son of Giolla Crist O Rourke, was killed by Aodh Mac
Dorcaidh. Tomas Mac Dorcaidh was killed in 1380 when Philip
O'Reilly invaded West Breifne. In 1384 both the Annals of the Four
Masters and the Annals of Loch Ce record the accidental death of
Tomaltach Mac Dorcaidh, chief of Cinel Luachain ’by his own knife’
while shoeing his own horse. In 1390 the Cinel Luachain were victims
of an attack by the O’Reillys and Mac Tighearnain of Tullyhunco.
They made their way into Cinel Luachain along the slopes of Sliabh
an Iarainn. O'Rourke was at Glangevlin when he got news of the raid.
He took with him his scouts 'into the upper regions of Cinel Luachain'
and routed O'Reilly and Mac Tighearnain at the battle of Selton, a
townland in Aughnasheelin.
In 1403 the Annals of the Four Masters record the death of Tomal
tach Mac Dorcaidh, the last chief of Cinel Luachain mentioned in the
Annals. After this there is total silence about Cinel Luachain or its
chiefs. By 1585, the time of the Composition of Connaught Cinel
Luachain was totally in the hands of a number of septs of the
O'Rourkes. There is no mention of them in the 17th century
plantation grants. What happened to them must remain one of the
secrets of history. Were they absorbed or wiped out or driven out by
the O'Rourkes. We will never know.

COMING OF THE PLANTER
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Leitrim three quarters of the land was to be left to natives, the remain
der to go to English and Scots settlers. The new settlers were expected
to live on their lands. There were permitted to have native tenants but
were also expected to take with them a number of tradesmen and
craftsmen. As things turned out the surveyors appointed to carry out
the plantation helped themselves to land meant for the natives by
using false measurements. Whenever a native land owner fell below
60 acres after one third had been deducted he was in danger of losing
all.
The following grants were made in the immediate vicinity of Bal
linamore. Many of the townlands mentioned are long since obsolete.

and common soccage; rent for the 800 acres arable £13.6.8 and for the
unprofitable £5.0.9’/4.

GRANT TO NICHOLAS PYNNAR ESQ.

The moiety of the town and lands of Lurge; 28 arable and 12 wood
and moor, in the Barony of Carrigallen; Garrowlisser alias
Garrowrosse (Garadice) and Drumcullion 118 acres, Bohishell, 72
arable and 77 wood. Skegh, Garrowtullagh, Glanan, Glanlurgan and
Corgar, 200 arable 25 wood; Lisecarne alias Lissgarne, Kilfihed and
Dromore, 160 arable and 40 wood and moor; Dromlonan alias
Dromloman and Cavan-askeene alias Kilrushell, 90 arable 53 wood
and moor; Aghadoole 28 arable 30 wood and moor; two-thirds part of
Drommalaragh alias Dronmalaragh and Cloynagh (Cleenaghoo) 140
arable and 40 wood and moor and the entire fishing water and soil of
Loughfynwoy, (Garadice) all which lands contain by estimation 800
arable and 572 wood and moor except the glebe lands - To hold in fee

Killdoraghmore, Killdoraghbeg and Lehard, 100 arable, 109
wood in the Barony of Carrigallen; Kenaboe 45 arable 16 wood,
Ardmoynan, 40 arable, 20 wood; Aghatamy - eightrach, Lissnetullagh, Corcosillan 237 arable 60 wood; Aghatammy-owghtragh 80
arable 13 wood Killedooeeh, 40 arable, 30 wood. Killglassen and
Tullenehard, 30 arable, 15 wood; Corchoil 52 arable, 14 wood, onethird part of Dromalaragh alias Dromlavagh and Cloynagh, 76 arable,
17 wood; containing on the whole 700 arable, 294 wood and moor. To
hold in fee and common soccage; rent for the arable land £11.13.4, for
the wood and moor 3/-; all the aforesaid lands with the exception of
the last three, created the manor of Garrowrosse (Garadice), with
court baron and jurisdiction under 40/-.
These three grants included all the best land south-east of
Ballinamore. The following grants were made to native Irish, all of
them north of the Yellow River which was the buffer between planter
and native. To Brian Mac Tiernan O'Rourke; Creevy and
Coolenesowanagh, 106 arable and 12 bog. in the barony of
Carrigallen; Kilgarrow and Moyoigh (Mayo) 137 arable and 99 wood
and moor; 66 arable and 30 wood and moor in Coroboyagher,
Dromany, Dromons, Coromartin adjoining Kilgarrow and Moyoigh;
the entire river and lake of Loughnacoursy (St John's Lough) and 2
islands with the weirs and fishings. To hold in fee and common
soccage; rent for arable land £4.5.10 and for bog and wood 17’ -»d.
To Donnell Carragh O’Rourke; Kilcreene, 42 arable, Kildaneene
(Killaneen), Shroohanew, 85 arable and 13 bog and wood,
Tomloskane, 65 arable and 24 bog and wood. Tullynechosker 44 and 6
bog and wood. 13 arable and 8 bog in Corboigher adjoining
Tullyelosker in the barony of Carrigallen; rent for the arable land
£2.11.l’/2 and for the bog and wood 5^.
To Phelim Mac Tiernan O'Rourke; Ardroma, 222 arable and 32
wood and moor, Aghowdarke, 73 arable, 55 wood and moor; the
entire lake or river called Loughneconfey and Loughsallogh; the
lands of Ballymore in Loughneconfy, barony of Carrigallen. To hold
by fealty, in fee and common soccage; rent for the arable land
£4.15.63/4 and for the wood and moor l/83/4.
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GRANT TO FENTON PARSONS:
The town and lands of Stradermot, Foghera and Ballinamore 145
acres pasture and 50 acres bog, Kilnemodera alias Killamodan
(Kiltymoodan) 50 pasture and 45 bog and wood; Castleroggy 47
pasture and 4 bog; Tully 80 pasture 33 bog and wood; Corremcreagh
(Comacreagh) 43 pasture and 20 bog and wood; Carmagh (Comagh).
Comenargie (Comageeragh) Meely, Aghaville and Corglasse
(Cloverhill) 130 pasture and 75 bog and wood. Kiltyhugh 50 pasture
and 106 bog and wood; Kiltycreevagh 45 pasture and 66 bog and
wood; Barony of Carrigallen; rent for the 600 pasture £10 Irish . . .
Created the manor of Ballinamore, with power to hold a court-baron,
to appoint seneschals and other officers with jurisdiction in all actions
of debt or trespass, where the damages do not amount to 40 Irish.

GRANT TO SIR WILLIAM PARSONS, KNT, AND BARONET:
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To Donnagh Ballagh O’Rourke. Clogher 63 arable and 10 bog and
wood; Corroghnevale 43 arable, 70 wood and bog; Dromcromane 60
arable, 81 bog and wood, Drombricke, Dromgericke, Dromroke and
Coreghee (Corragh) 57 arable, 271 bog and wood; Derrenever 33
arable, 29 bog and wood, Derradda 35 arable, 152 bog and wood; 13
arable next adjoining Clogher; rent for the arable land £3.8.101 /2 and
for the bog and wood 6/- etc.
To Phelim MacGeffrey O'Rourke. Callowhill, Moher, Aghnacloigh 140 arable, 30 wood and bog. Liscuilfea and Derinkehir 253
arable and 50 wood and bog. Total 402 acres arable rent £5.11.8; 50
acres wood and bog, rent 101 /2d. The lough and river of Liscuilfea, the
soil, islands and fishings thereof.
The plantation was a failure in every respect. The land was poor
and uninviting to the new settlers. Besides they had no protection
against the dispossessed natives. Thomas Dutton wrote to the King in
1629 that the plantation of Leitrim 'had been much better left alone'
due to the corruption of the commissioners. The people who got land
in the Ballinamore area were land speculators who had never any
intention of residing in it. William Parsons was surveyor general and
in addition to his grant of 800 acres near Ballinamore he had 1,000 in
Clogher, Co. Tyrone, 1,000 near Dungannon, 1,000 in Cavan, 1,500 in
Wexford as well as land in Wicklow, Kildare and Dublin. His two
brothers, Sir Fenton and Sir Laurence also advanced their fortunes at
the expense of the unfortunate natives. By 1641 Sir Fenton had passed
his grant to Sir Laurence. Nicholas Pynnar, who got 700 acres mostly
in Lr Drumreilly was a surveyor who had 1,000 acres in Cavan. By
1641 he had passed his grant to Sir William Parsons. By 1641, twenty
years after the plantation, there was a nucleus of Protestant settlers in
the area. Thomas Lewis, an English protestant from Kilrush, testified
to the Parsons-Borlace Commission set up to investigate the 1641
rebellion, that there were 269 Protestants in the Ballinamore area at
the time of the rising, many of them tradesmen - tanner, hatter, nailer,
glover, claypotter, feltmaker etc. Any little permanency the plantation
might have had was undone in the 1641 rebellion when the settlers
had to flee for their lives to Croghan and Castlehamilton near
Killeshandra.
The Books of Distribution and Survey drawn up for the parish prior
to the Cromwellian plantation gives us the ownership of land in the
parish in 1641 and the new owners in 1659. As no records have
survived for the remainder of the 17th century it is impossible to trace
land ownership after 1659.

1641 REBELLION
The sense of anger, frustration and injustice felt by the natives at
losing what rightfully belonged to them smouldered until 1641 when
it vented itself on the new settlers during the rebellion. The rebellion
spread to Ballinamore area on 25 October 1641 from the parish of
Templeport in Cavan where it was led by Charles Magauran, Phelim
Magauran and William Grimes or Graham. These were joined by
Brian MacTiernan O'Rourke, Teige Oge O'Rourke, Caoch (the one-)
eyed) O'Rourke, Charles O'Rourke, Felim O’Rourke, Tiernan
MacTreor (Travers) a priest, with about 200 followers. Rumours
poured in from Cavan that Maguire had taken Dublin Castle, that the
King had been overthrown and a new King appointed and that the
rebels had a commission from the King to take all the planters' goods
and drive them from the country. On the strength of these rumours
the rebels set upon the new settlers who were totally defenceless,
robbed them of all their goods and money and gave them an ultima
tum to be gone within eight days or else lose their lives.
Nicholas Ward of Ballinamore who gave evidence before the
Parsons-Borlace Commission gave the following picture of what
happened in Ballinamore on 25 October 1641.

That since the present rebellion began viz. 25th day of October
last 1641, about ten o'clock in the forenoon at Ballinamore
aforesaid, he was robbed and lost all his goods and chattels
consisting of cattle, household goods, provisions and other
things worth CXII. And that afterwards between Ballinamore
and Killeshandra he, this deponent, his wife and children, were
stript and had their clothes taken from them.........

Another witness before the commission, George Gonne, Drum
rane, after testifying how he lost all his property worth £558.0.0 went
on to describe how his wife was treated by the rebels.
Moreover some of the rebels after the robbery aforesaid commit
ted repaired into a neighbour's house where the wife of the
deponent (being in childbirth) had betaken herself purposely to
avoid them yet some of them, Hugh MacTiaman, and John
McPhelim O'Rourke, having notice thereof and hoping to get
some booty thereby went thither and, though in her pains, did
most shamefully pull her off her pallet and most barbarously
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throw her to and fro . . . And although she was admitted to
continue in the same house until evening yet then came Teige
Oge O'Rourke aforesaid and there lodged. And thereupon, this
deponent's wife was constrained to take herself to a sheep house
where God (contrary to their expectations) did work her
delivery.......
When Gonne was later threatened by Cahir Mac Shane O’Rourke
that if he and his family did not join with them in going to Mass he
would cut off their heads he decided to flee to Longford leaving his
distressed family:

This deponent (Gonne) repaired towards Longford and by the
way met his distressed wife and children for whom her Mother
had sent. But the deponent's wife and children (though weak)
were not allowed any horse but being stripped of her clothes
was constrained to wade through deep ways and dangerous
rivers on foot into the County of Longford.......

The settlers had no protection in Ballinamore, as there was no
castle or strong house in which they could take refuge. As a result
they had to flee to Sir James Craige's castle at Croghan, near
Killeshandra or to Sir Francis Hamilton's at Castlehamilton also at
Killeshandra. Both castles were heavily besieged by the rebels of
Cavan and Leitrim. One hundred and sixty of the inhabitants of
Croghan died of starvation before it surrendered and the inhabitants
were allowed to go free. Others tried to make their way to Dublin.
Ann Dudd of Ballinamore tells how she set out for Dublin with 37
'poor stripped English' as they passed through Cavan they met 'a
company of barbarous villains' at a place called 'Dawlin's Bridge'
(near Virginia) and they hanged her husband and that only eight of
the thirty-seven reached Dublin. Ralph Carr also of Ballinamore
testified that his father was hanged at Belturbet bridge and his mother
with 37 men, women and children were drowned in the Erne.
Elizabeth Kiddier, Bushill, testified that she herself and her two
children were stripped by the rebels and that her children and six
other children starved and died. She gave a list of nine English protestants killed by the rebels of Leitrim and Cavan.
These extracts from the 1641 Depositions are sufficient to give us
a picture of what happened. Allowing for a fair degree of exaggera
tion by the witnesses who were also reporting an amount of hearsay,
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the picture remains one of rough treatment. The over-all effect of the
rebellion was to undo any little permanency the earlier plantation
had achieved between 1621 and 1641 and made re-settlement
necessary.

Bryan
MacTernan
O'Rourke

BOOKS OF DISTRIBUTION AND SURVEY: PARISH OF
OUGHTERAGH

Owner in 1641

Bishop of
Kilmore
Church Land

Townland

Arable
A.R.P.

Derrenespeller
Duffer
Cornicreag

Walter White
English
Protestant
Glebe Land

Teige O'Rourke

Bryan McTernan
O'Rourke
Ir. Papist

Miskawn
of ye same

Knockanoree
Stralongford
Mulnasillagh
Darrigmore

84. 2. 24 Bishop of
Kilmore
135.2. 00
99.0.32

Hugh Campbell
500. 0. 00 200. 0. 00 et Alias
Trustees

Drumdartan
Graghreagh
Kiltygerry
of ye same
of ye same
Greaghglass

84. 2. 24 Church land
112. 2.00

36.0. 00
18.0. 00

Coolesresa wna gh
Mayo
Same
59.1.24

Waste
A. R. P.

Owner 1659

35.0. 32 Geo Matthews
188. 3.88

58. 2.08 Hugh Campbell
et. al.

Bryan
MacTernan
O'Rourke

Drumeany

45. 3.00 Geo Matthews
et. al.
27.2. 00

Donal Carragh
O’Rourke

in ye same

15. 2.22 Hugh Campbell
et. al.

Loghlin Ulick
O'Rourke

Dromons
Carrowmortanon

19.1.00

in ye same

Drumkeane

Tirlogh O'Rourke

3 Poll of
ye same
Derinvahan
of ye same

125. 3. 08 George
Matthews

10.0. 00

14. 2. 00 Geo Matthews
11.3.00

58.2. 08 Hugh Campbell
et. al.
Geo Matthews
et. al.
21.3.00

37.3. 00
7.0.00 Hugh Campbell
125.3.08
51.1.24 George Matthews

of ye same
Derinbeigher
of ye same

15.0.00 Hugh Campbell

In Tullagh

*

Tirlogh O'Rourke

Teige
MacTernan
O'Rourke
Ir. Papist

Arable
A. R. P.

Corrowbegher

69. 0.00 Hugh Campbell

Crivyeoghteragh
Crivyeoghteragh

Townland

Owner 1659

117. 3. 24
36. 0. 24
42. 0. 00

Drumgownagh
of ye same
Glebe Land

Bog
A. R. P.

Owner in 1641

Drumrockane
of ye same

154. 0.00 Hugh Campbell
14. 0.00
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part of
Derrinkeher
of ye same
Aghlin
of ye same

35.2. 32
49.0.32
89

6.0.00
93.2.16 Geo Matthews
et. al.

Owner 1641

Phelim O'Rourke

Vuly O'Rourke

Townland
Ardrome
of ye same
Aghadark
of ye same
Kiltibardane

Arable
A. R. P.

Toumloskan
Killdameene
Killcreene
Tullyoscar
Shrinney

Ulick O'Rourke

Killnemadroe
Dearymonie
of ye same

22. 3.08

Arable
A.R.P.

Tirloghe O'Rourke 2 pcells of
Liscuilfeige

21.3.00

Waste
A.R.P.

Owner 1659

Hugh Campbell

79.0. 32

13.1.24
12. 0.00

36.1.24
195.1.24
27. 0. 00 Hugh Campbell
100.1.00 et. al.
56. 3. 00
75. 3. 00
42. 0. 00
71.3.08 George Matthews
88.1.32 et. al.
16.2. 00

104. 3.08
41.0.00 Hugh Campbell
et. al.
627.0. 99

Laughlin McUlick Donyboyle
O'Rourke Ir.
Derenehelty
Papist

132. 0. 00
50. 0. 24

Daniel Cahagh
O'Rourke

185. 0. 00
124. 3. 08 Geo Matthews
157. 3.08

Clogher
Corraghnavaile
Drumcromnan

35.2. 32

70.0. 00
137.1.24

Teige MacTiernan Greaghglasse
Seltanahenskin
MacDaniel
O'Rourke

168. 0. 00

Walter White Prot. of ye same

Tirloghe O’Rourke Callaghill
Moher
Derenekeher
Liscuilfeige

Townland

Owner 1641

192.0. 24

Carrobragher
of ye same
Tullyglackan
Pottoyre
Greaghreagh

Donnell Carragh
O'Rourke

Waste Owner 1659
A. R. P.

100. 0. 00
97. 3. 00
113.2. 00 Hugh Campbell
103.3.00 Geo Matthews

Glebe Land

Teige MacTiernan
Ir. Papist

Dromraine
of ye same

109. 3.00
6. 0.00

of ye same

Aghatawney
Killnaduagh
Corcoile
Killglashine
Ardmoyneane
Aghaleague
als. Dromlart
Keanaboe
Corroghshealane
Leahard
Kelldoragebeg 1,100.0.0 1,200.0.0
Sir William Parsons Kelloragemore
Knt. & Bar. Prot.
Skiagh
Bolganarderry
Klynlear
Lisscarnny
Dromore
Skiagh
Corgare
Glannanebeg
Glannanemore
Klinagha
Aghaowla
Lisnatuillagh
Kilrussell
Dromlonan
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Church had

Sir William
Parsons
Knt. & Bar.
Prot.

Owner 1641

Townland

Arable
A.R.P.

Thomas Taylor
Dromcallaghell
English Prot.

Aghacloone
Fallon

50. 0. 00

Lawrence Parsons
Ballinamore
English Prot.

Charity Larkan

Waste
A.R.P. Owner 1659
Thomas
100. 0.00 Taylor
Eng. Prot.

Straghdermott
Ffohery 1 car
Coillanadane 1 car
Tullagh 1 car
Corrinacreagh
1,100. 0.00 600. 0. 00
Castleragie J/2 cart
Camagh 1 cart
Aghavilley 1 car
Corglasse 1 car
Killtihue 1 car
Killtreenagh 1 car

Knockvillen
2Z3 cart
Towneyeilkine
In Derrenahelt
3/4 cart

700. 0. 00

VI

Lawrence
Parsons
Ballinamore
Eng. Prot.

500.0. 00 Charity
Larkan

GROWTH OF THE TOWN
As the name suggests, Ballinamore (Beal an Atha Moir: mouth of
the big ford) was at one time a crossing point (perhaps the only one)
on the Yellow River between Ballyduff and Garadice. The entire
basin of the river from St John's Lough to Garadice was swamp
and shrubbery and mostly lake. The discovery of a wooden jetty
hidden under six foot of bog by Patrick McLaughlin while cutting
turf on Mough bog in the 1940s leaves no doubt that Mough,
Drumrane, Ardrum and Edentinny bottoms were at one time a lake.
We also gather from the Annals that armies trying to make their way
from East to West Breifne or vice versa in the 13th and 14th centuries
had to do so along the slopes of Sliabh an Iarainn to avoifl what was
an impassible area. As recently as 1846 the final survey of the area
made prior to the cutting of the canal shows parts of Derrygoan,
Drumcoura, Lisnatullagh, Corragloghan, Aghoo, Drumrane,
Ardrum, Edentinny, Aghadark, Tullyoscar, Castlerogy and Moher
still subject to frequent and acute flooding. It was estimated that the
new canal drained 1,518 acres in the parish of Oughteragh alone.
Apart from being a ford or crossing point on what was a swampy
delta, Ballinamore had no other importance. It is never mentioned in
the annals whereas Fenagh, just up the road, is mentioned fourteen
times in the Annals of the Four Masters. Under 1244 the Four Masters
record how the coarb of St Caillin of Fenagh got revenge on Felim
O'Connor for the death of his foster son. O'Connor encamped at
Fenagh on his way to East Breifne against the O'Reillys. His soldiers
burned some of the tents that lay within the precincts of the church
which was without a roof at the time and the coarb's foster son was
suffocated in one of them. The coarb demanded an eric from
O'Connor but he refused and marched out of Fenagh as far as Ath
Cuirre on the river Geirctheach which happened to have burst its
banks in flood at the time. O'Connor ordered his men to pull down
the Church of St John the Baptist which was nearby to make a bridge
across the river. Murtough Muimhneach O'Connor, who was inside
the church pointed to the peg which was preventing the roof from
collapsing. The rafter fell killing him instantly. He was buried
outside the door of the church of Fenagh and three times the full of
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of them in Ballinamore, a small townland which is now incorporated
into Stradermot.
In a treatise on Leitrim written in 1682 by the Fenagh scholar and
antiquarian, Tadhg O'Roddy, he says that the Manor of Ballinamore
was then in the hands of Walter Jones. He does not mention a town
however. The only towns he listed in Leitrim were Carrick-onShannon, Jamestown, Mohill, Manorhamilton and oddly enough
Castlefore which had then a flourishing iron-works supporting thirty
families. The fact that O'Roddy, a near neighbour, did not mention
Ballinamore is proof of how insignificant it was at the time. Its
growth then as a small market town serving the needs of a hinterland
of a six mile radius belongs to the early 18th century. It was
accelerated by the presence of a flourishing iron-works between 1695
and 1750. Due to lack of sources we know very little about the growth
of the town in the 18th century.

BALLINAMORE IN 1824

Ballinamore from the air.

Clogh na Righ of gold (Bell of Fenagh) and thirty horses were given
to the coarb for the soul of Murtough. John O'Donovan in his notes to
the Four Masters identifies the Geirctheach as the Yellow River and
Ath Cuirre as Ballinamore. There is no evidence to substantiate this
opinion and Ath Cuirre could just as likely be Belnacor (Beal Na
Cuire) at the exit of the Woodford river from Garadice lake.
The first mention we have of Ballinamore is under the plantation
of Leitrim in 1621 when a grant of 600 acres of arable land was made
to Sir Fenton Parsons which was to be created into the Manor of
Ballinamore. This is the nearest we have to a charter establishing the
town. Parsons was a surveyor and land speculator who had no
intention of ever residing in the area. Twenty years later he had passed
his interest in the lands of Ballinamore to his brother, Lawrence. By
then there was the nucleus of the town there. The 1641 Depositions,
taken after the rebellion of that year, mention a number of protestant
artistans in Ballinamore obviously brought in under the plantation
(hatter, felt-maker, clay-potter, nailer, glover etc.). They were forced
to flee during the rising destroying any growth the infant town may
have had over the previous twenty years. According to a census
taken in 1659 there were then only 284 people in the entire parish, 13

Throughout the greater part of the nineteenth century,
Ballinamore remained a small market town virtually unchanged in
size. In 1802 it had still only two fairs after one hundred and eighty
years (12th May, 12th November) which contrasted poorly with nine
in Mohill, eight in Cloone, six in Drumshanbo, three in Keshcarrigan
and four in Carrigallen. By 1837 the number of fairs had grown to
four — 15th February, 12th May, 16th August and 12th November.
The small number of fairs in the town may have been due to a
combination of the absence of a resident landlord to push to have
extra fairs established and the fact that it may also have been a poor
livestock area. The Tuesday market on the other hand was praised as
'remarkably well supplied' in Pigott's Directory (1824) and as 'one of
the best in the county for grain and provisions' by Lewis
Topographical Dictionary of Ireland in 1837.
The following is an account of the town from Pigott’s Directory of
12 August 1824:-

Ballinamore is a market and post town on the banks of a
small river in the county of Leitrim, 73 miles north-west of
Dublin, nine from Carrigallen and six south-west of
Ballyconnell. A considerable corn-mill has lately been erected
here by Mr Charles Sharpley, and there is also two extensive
tan-yards, which employ many of the inhabitants. The church
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is a small but neat edifice, possessing neither spire nor steeple;
and the Catholic chapel is a spacious stone building. Here is a
session house where civil suits are decided twice a year. The
market which is held on Tuesday is remarkably well supplied.
Its two fairs are on the 12th May and the 12th November. The
population is about 800. Post Master, Mr Charles Hamilton. The
Dublin mail arrives at half-past eleven in the morning and is
dispatched at half-past one in the afternoon. The Killeshandra
mail arrives and departs with the Dublin mail. Letters for
England and Scotland go by the Dublin mail.
GENTRY AND CLERGY
Charles Gerrard, Bushill, John Lawder, Mough, Lieut. Win.
H. H. P. Lawder, do, Alexander Norris, Esquire, Milford
(Ballyduff), James O'Connor, Esquire, Chief Constable of
Police. Rev. Francis Percy, Drumdartan, Major John Percy,
Garadice, William Percy, Esquire, Garadice, John Roycroft,
Esquire, Rosehill, William Shanley, Esquire, Willyfield, Captain
Acheson W. O'Brien, Whiterock, Lieut. William H. P. Penrose,
Corramahon, Alexander Percy, Kilrush, George Percy, Esquire,
Garadice.
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Professional Gentlemen: Charles Hamilton, apothecary,
Henry Mawdsley, Gauger.
Merchants: Charles Sharpley, William Walsh.
Shopkeepers and Traders: Richard Connolly, baker, John
Foster, baker and woollen draper, Robert Jones, baker, Davitt
Knott, tabacconist, John Latimur, earthenware dealer, William
Latimur, calico dealer, Patrick McLoughlin, linen and woollen
draper, Thomas McParlan, grocer, Arthur Noble, grocer and
tabacconist, Charles Sharpley, tanner, William Walsh, tanner.
Publicans: Patrick Delace, Bernard Dolan, Michael
O'Dowd, James McCue, B. Magovern, Robert Park, Miles
Sweeney, David Thompson, inn-keeper.
No coaches pass through this place, but the Royal Mail
from Sligo runs through Drumsna, 14 miles distant, every day at
half past three in the afternoon and returns at twenty minutes
past ten in the morning. Goods may be forwarded to any
destination by means of hired cars.

iu t ii

MERCHANTS AND TRADESMEN

Atkinson's Ireland in the Nineteenth Century has the following
comment on the towns of Leitrim in 1833.

We know of no town in Leitrim deserving of notice in reference
to the measure of its trade, population and buildings etc.,
except Carrick-on-Shannon . . . and next to it in appearance and
in the enjoyment of a wretchedly poor home trade are
Ballinamore and Mohill.
Henry D. Inglis described Ballinamore in 1834 as 'existing very
badly by agriculture'.
An examination of the first Ordnance Survey map (1837) in
conjunction with the Valuation House Books for the town yields
further information on the town as it was around the middle of the
last century. It consisted of one small business street, the present
Main Street and four side-streets or lanes, Church Lane, Chapel
Lane, Pound Lane and Cannaboe which was a continuation of the
main street. Chapel Lane divided into two roads opposite the old
chapel, one continuing to Aghoo and the other running directly past
what is now Jimmy Conway's house (then a school), up Tully hill,
coming to a dead end at Aghatawney. Between the two roads was a
small fair green. The Cavan and Leitrim railway cut through the
green in 1887 and Tully lane was re-routed to its present course.
Thereafter, it was referred to as 'liberty lane' or 'liberty hili', a local
usage of the word 'liberty' meaning to make room or place for
something. The green was then transferred across the road to what
later became the site of St Brigid's Creamery. It was wet and hilly and
never used with the result the fair settled on the public street where
it was to remain for the duration of its history.
The pig green was at the junction of Chapel Lane and Cannaboe,
on the site of the present clinic. Above it was the Methodist Church,
popularly referred to as the 'Preaching House' which was built in
1847 to cater for some fifty Methodists in the area. Cannaboe
consisted of an almost unbroken row of small thatched houses,
stretching on the right hand side from the Methodist Chapel to
Willowfield road. The street divided on the face of Cannaboe leaving
an island in the centre and coming together again above Fohera
Lane. There were no houses on the left hand side of the street from
the present Commercial Hotel. Willowfield road had twelve houses
on the right hand side and six on the left. Further up was what
O'Donovan referred to as 'the village of Lahard', a cluster of houses

grouped around a school (Jim McTague's). The road to Swanlinbar
ran from here through Dromore and Liscame. As we shall see
elsewhere the present Park Road was not made until much later.
Church Lane was a concentration of houses between the main street
and the Protestant church. The Pound Lane got its name from the fact
that the town pound and pound-keeper's house was in it.
The Royal Irish Constabulary barracks was in Aghadark on the
site of the Mercy Convent. It was vacated by the police in the 1860s,
when a new barracks was built in the town centre on a site held by
lease by local businessman Philip Brady from Catherine Penelope
Jones. The barracks continued in use until the present one was built
in 1960s. The Sisters of Mercy who came to the town in 1871
occupied the old barracks in Aghadark which they used until 1918
when the present convent was built on the site. The court-house was
built about 1820, a fine cut-stone building with a high wall and iron
gates in front of it. It contained a bridewell and living
accommodation for the bridewell keeper.
In 1841 Ballinamore had a population of 946, the highest ever
recorded. They were housed in 146 houses or 6.5 persons per
house. Forty-three percent of the houses were classified as 4th class,
meaning they were hovels built of mud-wall, thatched, with one
window, one chimney and one room. A further twenty-three percent
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Market Day in Lr. Main Street (c 1910).
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were classified as 3rd class meaning they were thatched with two to
four rooms. Almost sixty percent of the population was classified as
labourers. In the ten years, 1841-51, the Great Famine claimed 242
people or 25.58% of the town's population. The number of houses fell
correspondingly from 146 to 111 or by almost twenty-four percent.
MARKET HOUSE (1847-'8)
Another development in the town which was to contribute
greatly to its commercial life, was the building of a market house in
1847-'8, costing £900 — a gift from the land-lady, Catherine Penelope
Jones of Maidstone in Kent. The new market house was located on a
green site adjacent to the canal, which was being cut at the time and
held out the prospect of linking the town by water with the world
outside. Throughout the entire 19th century, there was a belief that
mid-Leitrim might some day experience a mini-industrial revolution
based on the mineral wealth, especially coal and iron, thought to lie
hidden in Sliabh an Iarainn and the Lough Allen district. Whatever
the grounds for this belief the local landed gentry were prepared to
propagate it to enhance the value of otherwise valueless land.

Cannaboe (c 1920).

Scene from Main Street (1932).

Market House (c 1920).
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Catherine Penelope Jones in locating the market house where she
did, was not only using an available site, but also anticipating the
prospect of Ballinamore becoming the hub of that revolution. She
also built a pier (since demolished by the railway) between the canal
'basin' and the market house which would give boats easy access to
it.
Few towns of its size anywhere could boast of a finer market
house with its beautiful cut-stone facade, high piers and high gates
and railings. The centre-piece of the facade was the clock-house, a
two-room building with a town clock which was a time-piece for the
town from its insertion in 1851 until 1921. The spacious rectangular
paved yard was surrounded to the left by an open shed known as 'the
shambles' which contained a beam and scales. On the third side,
opposite the main gates, was a very large ware-house linked to the
basin through an arch in its right gable. The weigh-bridge was
directly behind the clock-house.
After a stormy infancy it became for nearly a hundred years the
focal point of the commercial, social and recreational life of the town.
In the absence of a hall down to 1914 and for many years afterwards,
it hosted political rallies> protest meetings, welcome home receptions
for released prisoners and successful candidates in elections. The
Ballinamore Irish National Foresters held their rallies there and their
brass band practised there, as did its successor the Foresters' pipe
band (1922-33). The Irish Volunteers from Ballinamore,
Aughnasheelin, Aghoo. Drumreilly and Cornawall drilled in it before
the outbreak of the Great War (1914-18). During the War of
Independence 'the shambles' echoed with the voice of militant
nationalism from speakers like Ben Maguire and J. N. Dolan both of
whom would later play a prominent part in the political life of the
Free State. It hosted circuses, road-shows and amusements. The first
silent films ever seen in the town were shown there. A high wall in
the left comer facing the canal was used as a make-shift handball
alley down to the mid-'twenties.
In addition to building the market house Catherine Penelope
Jones decided to abolish the tolls on the fairs and markets which she
had on lease to James McLoughlin of Fohera for a sum of £50 a year.
She gave as the reasons for her decision that she had heard of 'the
manner of collecting them, the condition of the person paying them
and the effects of such a collection on Ballinamore town'. She was
also annoyed that people were being exploited at the market. Sales
were deliberately postponed until late in the evening when the seller
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was at the mercy of the buyer who could then offer him whatever
price he liked. If the seller refused he was faced with having to bring
his produce home at night probably on his back or an ass-back
through a country that had few roads and certainly no lanes or
by-roads. The alternative was to leave them exposed to the weather
and unattended over night. She proposed to introduce a system of
charges in the market house similar to those pertaining in Northern
Ireland market houses. If the customer failed to sell his produce he
could store it in the market store-house for a week free of charge until
the next market.
All this seemed very reasonable and well-meaning on her part
but it was unacceptable to James McLoughlin who would be losing
the lucrative tolls of the town. We suspect it was equally
unacceptable to the buyers who were mostly local and saw the new
storing facilities curtailing their ability to exploit the unfortunate
seller. The McLoughlins, who came originally from Fenagh, had risen
to be the wealthiest business family in the town by the middle of the
century. They were able to defy Miss Jones and continue to collect the
tolls on every item sold at the fair and market in the town even after
she had got a decree against James McLoughlin prohibiting him from
doing so. He was influential enough to clamp a virtual boycott on the
new market house and continued to operate a beam and scales on the
opposite side of the street, much to her disappointment. The dispute
damaged the market and on 24 April 1851, a number of leading
businessmen signed a letter to Miss Jones outlining in gloomy terms
the effects on the town of what they saw as 'a small
misunderstanding' and offering to act as mediator. 'Our trade', they
wrote 'has fallen off and our business reduced to paltry and trifling
things and as other competing towns are advancing in improvement,
their business or trade seems to increase so that ours must cease to be
a town and be no more than a mere village which in reality it is at
present'. Miss Jones took exception to the insinuation in the letter
that it was her fault and outlined in no uncertain terms how she had
built the market house out of her own money for the good of the
town.
We do not know how long the dispute continued. It still was not
settled in 1855. Whatever the outcome, the tolls remained with James
McLoughlin who passed them to his son-in-law, Charles O'Beirne, a
native of Fenagh, who in turn passed them to his son Charles E., an
auctioneer and publican and gave the market house to his other son
Patrick of Drumrane. Charles E. continued to collect tolls on the town

Aghadark (Convent Road) in the late 'twenties showing the old school wall (left).

Oughteragh Parish Church; the oldest building in the town (c 1790).
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even though the fair and pig-market were held on the public street
down to the early 1950s, though few paid them at this stage. The
market house was sold to Francis McAvinue in the late 'forties. The
Tuesday market declined in the 'fifties with the decline in tillage and
it was sold again in the 1960s to Mr Paddy Joyce, who demolished the
facade for a new wrought-iron factory trading as 'Dextel'. When it
ceased production, business was carried on in it for a time by Harry
McGahey, before it was sold to Michael Sammon, who opened a
hardware and grocery shop in it. He sold it to its present owner,
Michael O'Rourke in 1990.

SLATOR'S DIRECTORY described Ballinamore in 1856 as
'comprised of one long street, the houses of which are irregularly
built and the trade is confined to a few shop-keepers and an excellent
cornmill contiguous to the town (Sharpleys). Kiernan's hotel is an
excellent commercial and posting hotel and there is another principal
inn (Thompson's)’. According to Slator, the town had two schools,
eleven public houses, two hotels, twenty-one businesses or general
merchants. The post-master was David Thompson and the mail was
delivered and collected daily. Mail cars ran daily to Belturbet at 2.30
p.m. and at 5.30 p.m. to Carrick-on-Shannon via Fenagh and
Keshcarrigan. This made the town somewhat more accessible, but it
would still remain backward for another thirty years until the coming
of the railway. Despite the ongoing dispute between the
McLoughlins and Miss Jones over the tolls of the market and the
depressing account of the state of the town resulting from this
dispute given by some of its businessmen in 1851, the Valuation'
House Books for the town say it had one of the best markets in the
county especially for grain and butter. There were thirteen stalls on
the street every market day for which the owners paid Miss Jones a
rent of two pence a week. Unfortunately we don't know what they
sold.
Church Lane, Chapel Lane and Cannaboe were three ghettos
comprising rows of small thatched houses, most of them with only
a room or two and a single window. These housed the labouring and
artisan classes that constituted the majority of the population. They
survived on the casual employment offered by local businessmen or
eked out a living on huxtering or from a trade. This remained the
case until the early years of this century. They were generally very

poor, the victims of class distinction and exploitation by the business
class and equally looked down on by the rural population who saw
them as landless people. Of the three streets, Church Lane was
particularly unusual. It consisted of twenty-nine houses between the
main street and the church. It had eight huxter-shops, three lodging
houses, two 'houses of entertainment', a pub and a forge which was
on the site of what was later McAvinue's saw-mill. The forge
belonged to the McTague family who were nailers by trade. Peter and
John McTague continued the trade in the Church Lane down to 1899
when factory nails killed demand for their product. In addition to
McTague's forge there were two others in the town in 1855 — Judith
Gormley's in Cannaboe and Thomas McCartan's in Chapel Lane.
Strangely enough there are no huxters and very few tradesmen
mentioned for Chapel Lane or Cannaboe in contrast to the Church
Lane.
Another feature of the town noted in Griffith's Valuations (1857)
was the location of the town ash-pits or dumps. The one for Church
Lane was above the protestant school; the one for Chapel Lane where
Christy Gallogly's is at present and the one for Cannaboe above
Gormley's. Most houses kept pigs, hens and in some instances cattle
in their back yards. This led to occasional prosecutions for the stench
and insanitary state of the yards by the Poor Law Guardians of
Bawnboy Union who were responsible for the health and sanitation
of the town.
A constant factor in the town's history was the manner in which
businesses kept changing, few surviving beyond the second
generation and many lasting not even that long. Out of the twenty
businesses listed in Pigott's Directory in 1824 only five remained in
1856; of the thirty four businesses in 1856 only five had survived to
1901. Only one (Maguire's) has survived since 1901. Families rose to
positions of wealth, property and prestige in the town only to decline
again usually in the second generation. Another aspect of the town's
history was the manner in which its business class was constantly
renewed from outside, generally by people from surrounding
parishes who moved in and succeeded in business:- McLoughlin,
O'Beime, Wrynn, Heeran (Fenagh), Cafferty, Quail (Aughnasheelin),
Thomas and Patrick Maguire (Templeport), James Curran, Michael
Holohan (Drumreilly), Francis Maguire (Aughavas). This trend was
even more noticeable in this century as the following random
examples show: Tom Smith, Patrick McGovern, Frank McFarlane
(Corraleehan), Misses O'Neills, Tom Tiernan (Fenagh), Pat O'Rourke
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(Central Bar) and Pat O'Rourke (High Street), Drumreilly. Bemey
Sweeney (Tullyoscar), Paddy Martin, John McHugh (Corlough).
Terry Dolan, Pee Dolan, Tom Darcy (Lisnatullagh). Peter Hoey, James
Duignan, Eddie Duignan, John Joe McGirl (Aughnasheelin). The
trend continues down to our own time.
The greatest boost to the town in its entire history was the
opening in 1887 of the Cavan and Leitrim Narrow Gauge Railway,
with its headquarters in the town. It opened up the fairs and markets
to midland and northern buyers who were attracted by the
availability of transport. It also gave the town its first permanent
industry. In its earlier years it employed over one hundred men and
never until it closed less than sixty. It formed the basis of the town's
economy for over seventy years. Initially it was built outside the
town and John Creamer's public house (now Michael Creamer's) was
known as the railwayman's pub, being the nearest business to the
station. People spoke of going 'out to the station'. In the first two
decades of this century the town grew out to meet it and took on the
lay-out it has today..
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1901 CENSUS

St Brigid's Street (1991).

The 1901 census returns for the individual households gives an
interesting picture of the town as it was at the beginning of this
century. Main Street had forty-one houses, (twenty-two slated and
nineteen thatched). It had four public houses, eleven bar and grocery
combined, (making a total of sixteen pubs); six draper shops, one
bakery (Mulligan's), one butcher shop (Greene's or Greenan's). There
were ninety-one people employed in the main street — forty
domestic servants, forty-two shop assistants and milliners and nine
labourers. The shop assistants were described as 'serving their time
to the business' and initially at any rate they got no wages, only their
keep. The following are a few samples of the numbers employed in
the town's leading businesses:—
William Bums: Draper, General Merchant, Druggist. He
employed three milliners, one grocery assistant, one cook, one baker,
two domestics.
Mrs. Mary E. O'Beime: Publican and Grocer employed one
baker, two shop assistants, one farm servant, and three domestics.
Francis Maguire: Publican and General Merchant; five shop
assistants, one domestic.
Michael Martin: Commercial Hotel; four shop assistants, three
farm servants, four maids.
There were three hotels in the town; Railway Hotel owned by
Mrs. Magauran, where the A.I.B. is at present, Martin's Commercial
Hotel, (now Pat Priors) and the Temperance Hotel owned by James
Hyland in Cannaboe, now the Commercial.
Chapel Lane (St Brigid's St) had a population of forty-two people
living in eighteen houses (four slated and fourteen thatched). Of the
fourteen thatched twelve were classified as 3rd class, meaning they
had two rooms or less. Cannaboe had fifty-four houses including the
railway houses. Of these, twenty-two were thatched, fourteen of
them classified as 3rd class, all of them on the right hand side of the
street from Michael Creamer's upwards. An old resident of the town
recalled Cannaboe as it was then: 'I remember when I was a young
fellow seeing women wearing shawls, sitting on stools outside the
doors of the little thatched houses on summer mornings, smoking
pipes or leaning over half-doors talking from door to door'. Church
Lane (Church St) had twenty-one houses, sixteen thatched of which
twelve were classified 3rd class. Lahard had twenty-two houses,
nineteen thatched, fourteen classified 3rd class. Finally Aghadark
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Thatching on Rutledge's
(1930)

Main St showing the flagged
sidewalks

had eleven houses, five slated and six thatched. The following is a
break down of the labour force:—
Butcher (eight): John Conway, Patrick Greene/Greenan, (Chapel
Lane), Patrick Prior and James Gilheaney (Cannaboe), Patrick
Gordan (Lahard), James Prior, John Prior and Patrick Duignan
(Church Lane).
Baker (nine): Luke Brady, Patrick McTague (Cannaboe), John
Kiernan (Chapel Lane), Mulligan's Model Bakery (three), O'Beime's
(one), Martins (one), Bums (one).
Blacksmith (two): Patrick Gormely, Stephen Gormely.
Dress-maker (six): Kate Neary, Sara Harahan (Lahard),
Catherine Carey (Cannaboe), Margaret McGoldrick, Mrs J. O'Brien
(Church St), Maggie Cox (Main St).
Tailor: Patrick Nicholson (Main St, later High St) and his brother
Joe, sister Kate and two assistant tailors.
Coach Builder: James Moran and his son John (Pound Lane).
Cooper: John Darcy, (Church Lane).
Postman (four): Philip Murphy, Mick McParlane (Cannaboe),
John Cox (Main St), Tommy Dolan (Chapel Lane).
Nailer (four): Peter McTague, John McTague (Church St), Frank
Flynn (Chapel Lane), Bartley Gordan (Cannaboe).
The number of butchers listed requires some explanation. The
only permanent butcher shop in the town was Patrick Greenan's at
the junction of Chapel Lane and Main Street. Most of the meat sold
was on market and fair days from stalls on the public street owned by
Greenan, Patrick Duignan and later John Logan. In fact people did
not buy much meat but depended more on bacon. Farmers killed and
cured their own bacon while those who did not bought quantities of
Dutch and American bacon which was cheaper, though considered
inferior to Irish bacon. Most of the butchers listed above were pork
butchers. The setting up of the dead pork market around 1903 meant
increased demand for their services. The next most common trade
was that of baker. James Mulligan, a native of Monaghan, employed
three bakers in the Model Bakery, the first commercial bakery in the
town. He had a number of horse-drawn bread vans on the road
delivering bread to neighbouring towns and country shops. He later
transferred the bakery to High Street. It was leased by Philip
McGovern, known locally as 'Red Phil', who worked it until his death
in 1963 when it was then taken over by P. J- (Sonny) McKeon. It
closed on his death in 1982. John Kiernan operated a turf-oven in
Chapel Lane (Travers), but only baked for local consumption. The
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same was true of the other bakeries that were attached to the bigger
grocer shops.
NO SEWERS, NO WATER, UNTARRED STREETS

Main Street in the 'twenties.

The streets were untarred and the last of the side-walks was laid
in 1896 by John Gallogly, Drumrane. They consisted of large flags (3'
x 3') brought from Gubnaveagh. People always talked of standing on
the flags or 'walking down the flags' but never the side-walk. The
town had a skeleton system of street lighting with oil lamps and the
last lamp-lighter on the town was Bartley Gordan. He was made
redundant in 1903 when Brereton Youell installed a system of
electric light worked from a generator which gave a limited supply of
house and street lighting. It was taken over later by Francy
McAvinue, who operated it in the Church Lane until the ESB was
installed in 1946. It was generally a very inadequate system —
current was irregular; the light was liable to fail at any time and it
was switched off at mid-night.
The town had no proper public sewerage or water system until
the late 1930's. Some of the businesses had a private water supply but
the majority depended for drinking water on springs in the Pound
Lane, Stradermot (site of Re-Hab), Lahard spring and a tap in the
railway yard. In 1914 a pump was erected in Chapel Lane beside the
pig-green, to the memory of Dr Patrick Mulcahy who was killed by
the train at Kiltybardan. It replaced an earlier pump on the same site
put there by Bawnboy Guardians. It was erected on an existing
spring well known as 'Ruairf's Well' — called after Ruairi Reynolds
who owned it. He was care-taker of the pump and its surrounds. The
Mulcahy pump supplied a large part of the town for many years.
Plans for a proper water supply from Edentinny via a reservoir on
Ardrum hill were drawn up in 1930 but were allowed lapse until
1932 when the matter was taken up vigorously by Peter Hoey who
was co-opted to the council on the death of Paddy Reynolds. He
championed Ballinamore's case for water despite the opposition of
another local councillor who was afraid it would mean an increase in
the rates locally and argued that there were sufficient pumps in the
town. The matter lingered on until finally in 1937-'8 water and
sewerage were laid to the town by Francy Prior, a local contractor.
A PERIOD OF GROWTH (1900-25)

The years 1900 to 1925 can be described as a growth period in the
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town's development. During that time all the better buildings in it
were erected — Ulster Bank (Tom Gannon), Maguire's, Munster &
Leinster Bank (A.I.B.), Catholic Hall (1914), Convent of Mercy (1918).
A row of new houses including about ten new businesses were built
from Hyland's Hotel in High Street (present Commercial) to Dolan's
on what was hitherto green fields. On the right hand side of this
street the row of thatched houses, that had been part of Cannaboe for
more than a century gave way to a number of one storey slated
houses erected by George Marsham. Delahoyde's Hotel was built in
1927 and Dr Charles Dolan's, the local doctor's residence, around the
same time. The town took on the shape it has today, apart from the
addition of the houses in Railway Road built by Francy Prior in the
late 'twenties and Marymount Terrace built by Francy McAvinue
between 1925 and 1927.
Economically things were good, especially during the World
War I (1914-1918) which created a demand for Irish food. The pork
market was flourishing and the good farm prices were reflected in
the business of the town. In 1901 a co-operative creamery was
established on the site now occupied by the houses adjacent to Sean
O'Heslin Park. The chairman was Francy Quinn, Drumore, secretary,
W. H. McAdoo who was also traffic manager of the Cavan and
Leitrim Railway Co., manager, Mr Gleason. It had at least one
auxiliary branch on the shores of Drumcoura lake (Upper
Drumreilly). In his report to the committee for November 1902,
Gleason gave the total amount of milk received as 8,400 gallons
which produced 4,097 lbs of butter or 7.8 ozs. per gallon. The average
price paid per gallon was 4.3 pence to 4 pence and 5.3 pence to 4
pence for some good samples. At a recent show in Dublin he stated
that the creamery presented three samples of butter, two were
commended and the third highly commended. Such commendations
did not alter the attitude of a large section of the rural population to
what they suspiciously described as 'creamery butter', as opposed to
'country butter'. The creamery had a saw mill attached to it as well. It
failed after a number of years and the idea was taken up again in 1926
with the establishment of St Brigid's Co-operative Creamery. The
businessmen were all in favour of the project but were sharply
divided on where it should be sited. Narrow sectional interests
characteristic of small towns everywhere dominated a number of
stormy meetings in the hall, each wanting it in his own street. Tom
Creamer captured the atmosphere at these meetings in a ballad to the
air of 'The rising of the Moon':

Some wanted the creamery where the old one stood before
And besides it was convenient now to Terry Dolan's door.
Some shopkeepers raised objection of which I will explain,
They believed it would not suit except in the Church Lane.

II

Richard Corcoran recollected and he shouted up "I'm saying",
We will not have that creamery up in the Church Lane.
But if you want a creamery allow me to remark,
The proper place to have it is right here in Aghadark.

III
Rice O'Beirne bit his nails and started for to grouse,
And he led the Aughnasheelins down to the Market House . . .
etc.

In the end it was decided to build it on the fair green, which was
purchased from Charles E. O'Beirne. It was initially an independent
auxiliary of Killeshandra Co-operative which took it over in the
1950s. It was closed on the 1 January 1990 as part of a Killeshandra
rationalization scheme.

St Brigid's Co-operative Creamery (1981).
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THE ECONOMIC WAR AND THE EMERGENCY
From 1925 agricultural prices began to decline as part of a world
slump leading into the Great Depression (1929-33). The new Fianna
Fail government which came to power in 1932 refused to pay the land
annuities to Britain thereby sparking off the Economic War which
was not finally settled until 1938. It had the effect of crippling
.Ireland's beef trade and bringing economic ruin to beef farmers
especially the primary producers of the west. Cattle prices collapsed
to a point where it was virtually impossible to dispose of them. The
result of the Economic War was to cripple the small farmer, and as far
as the town was concerned cause a drastic fall in purchasing power
which hit the bigger businesses hardest. These had been already
under pressure from the late 'twenties with large amounts of credit
on the country. They were now faced with demands for further
credit. The Economic War was a major contributory factor in sending
five of the town's biggest businesses to the wall in the late 'thirties
and early 'forties.
Before the town could recover from it World War II broke out in
1939. The nation braced itself to tread the road of neutrality. It also
prepared for the possibility of invasion by Britain in 1940 from the
Six Counties. The reality of war was brought closer when sections of
the Irish army moved into Mough wood, Ballyduff, Riversdale and
the Catholic Hall in the summer of 1940. Huge concrete barriers with
iron girders jutting out from them were erected across the street at
Peter Hoey's (Tom Prior's) and at Marymount. Soldiers stood guard
at them ready to close off the road if needed. All bridges on the canal
were bored ready to be blown up in the event of invasion and
concrete pill-boxes for snipers were erected at certain bridges and
cross-roads including one at the market house. Young men were
recruited into the Local Defence Force (LDF) — the forerunner of the
FCA. Baggy green uniforms of coarse tweed and red army boots were
in evidence everywhere. The LDF was backed by an older group,
some of them ex-servicemen from the War of Independence, known
as the Local Security Force (LSF) in blue uniform. Finally, there was
the Voluntary Aid Division (AID), a kind of Red Cross. The war was
made even more proximate by the few radios scattered throughout
the parish. People gathered to hear of the litany of initial German
successes, the bombing of English cities where most families had a
member or relative. Places like Tobruk, El Alemain and the Burma

Road, hitherto unheard of made their way into common
conversation.
The years of the 'Emergency' were bleak and depressing
characterised by fear, scarcity, bad harvests and tragedy. Tea, sugar,
bread, butter, tobacco, oil, petrol, clothes, leather and rubber were
acutely rationed or else unavailable. In 1943 tea was rationed to a half
ounce per person per week. Newspapers carried advertisements
appealing to farmers to grow more grain and when this failed the
government was forced to resort to compulsory tillage which did not
affect Ballinamore area very much. Flour milled from native wheat
had a high moisture content and a high percentage of bran which
made it brown in colour and very hard to bake properly. The Turf
Development Board appealed to people to cut more turf as a patriotic
duty with the slogan 'there's money in turf-bank'. There were
thirty-five men employed on county council turf schemes on Skeagh
bog in Gubnaveagh and a further sixty in the nearby Bencroy
Colliery. This was the greatest number ever employed at one time in
Aughnasheelin and if we take into account the number employed on
the Narrow Gauge, which was also booming in the battle for fuel,
the work-force came to over one hundred and fifty. This was a major
boost to the economic survival of the town.
The depression was made worse by a series of bad harvests
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Main Street (1952).

High Street (1951).
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especially 1942. People were still trying to save hay in late August
and there was widespread flooding everywhere. On the only good
Sunday that came during that summer (23rd August), six teenagers
from the town were drowned in a boating tragedy at Garadice.
(Carmel Prior and Maureen Rowley, Ardrum, Minie Walshe, Seamus
Wisley, Lahard, Maureen Moran, Sean Dolphin, High Street). The
spectacle of six teenage corpses laid out in the hall numbed not only
the town but the country, and the horror of it has survived to our
time.
The war ended in 1945 but rationing and privation would
continue for another five years. Society could breathe again. The
opening of the Lyric Cinema in June 1946 with films like Hotel
Berlin, Casablanca, Arms and the Man, Irish Eyes are Smiling
brought a ray of entertainment to the community. It was the worst
summer and harvest in living memory. Local harvesting committees
were set up and people from the town went out on a voluntary basis
to help farmers cut the oats. Over the month of September 236
voluntary workers helped forty-six farmers in the Ballinamore area.
Worse was to follow in the spring of 1947 with the 'Big Snow'. Seven
weeks of frost was followed by a heavy snow-fall on 25 February.
Blizzards on the night of the 25 caused huge snow drifts, blocking
roads, isolating houses, cattle, sheep. A month later on 22 March
the Leitrim Observer reported that between eight and nine hundred
people had been employed opening roads at a cost of £3,900 and that
the work was still in progress with no sign of a thaw. Hay was scarce
and prices soared at Ballinamore market and it was still the principal
commodity on sale on 9 April. Snow piled up during road
clearance was still there in June. Appeals were made to voluntary
workers from the town to go out again to help farmers with the
Spring's work.
By 1950 the town presented a drab appearance with five
businesses closed in the main street and some others badly run
down. The pig-green was derelict and over-grown, the Methodist
church closed and dilapidated. Demand for Irish labour in Britain
opened the sluice-gates of emigration after the war on an
unprecedented level. The population of the town held up despite the
fact that its hinterland was being devastated, especially the
north-west of the parish where the decline between 1946 and 1951
was as high as 23%, the highest since the Famine. In 1946 the
population of the town was 718, in 1951 it had 723. It remained static
in 1956 and had increased from 723 to 793 (+ 8.3%) by 1961.

Courthouse (1991).

The closing of the Narrow Gauge in 1959 dealt a major blow to
the already declining business of the town. Public meetings were
held to protest first against its closure and then to explore the
possibility of getting a replacement industry. There was a note of
desperation about these meetings as the business community awoke
to the fact that the town had lost its only industry which employed
over sixty people. Nothing came of them. The fear of losing the
short-term business advantages of the fair on the street caused delay
in establishing a cattle mart in the town until the initiative slipped to
Carrigallen and Mohill, and within a few months both the fair and
market were dead.
PERIOD OF RECOVERY (1960-80)

The 'sixties saw a recovery in the fortunes of the town. St Felim's
College, a new boys' secondary school, was opened on the site of the
old railway station in 1962. The town began to recover
self-confidence and to share modestly over the next two decades in
the economic recovery which the country was experiencing. A
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number of small industries were started and while some of them
failed later at least initially they helped to restore self-confidence.
They were the first tentative efforts at self-help. Agriculture,
especially dairying, was also doing very well. For the first time since
the famine emigration was reduced to a trickle and there was a new
hope that Ireland had at last reached a point where it could keep its
children at home. The area also awoke to the possibilities offered by
its many lakes for developing coarse fishing and since then a sizeable
seasonal industry has grown up in tourism. The town's annual
festival in August with novel competitions based on traditional
themes like the wren-boy festival and the Bard of Breifne attracted
huge crowds. As business improved so too did the appearance of the
town to a point where there were no derelict buildings and where it
would be scarcely recognizable to someone who had left it in the
'forties. In recognising the successes of the 'sixties and 'seventies
credit must be given to the leadership provided by the curate Fr John
A. Young, to his capacity to motivate others, to sow the seeds of the
gospel of self-help and co-operation.
Despite the improvements listed above, the fact remained that
progress was limited. The Ballinamore area still had an ageing
population as a survey carried out by the St Brigid's Conference of
the St Vincent de Paul Society in 1968 revealed. There were 304
elderly people within a radius of five miles of the town some living
in sub-standard houses, others in isolated places. The conference
decided to tackle this problem by providing a complex of small
houses at low rent adjacent to the town. On 1 November 1971, eleven
new houses and a spacious community centre were officially opened
by the then Minister for Health, Mr Erskine Children TD and blessed
by Bishop Austin Quinn. On the occasion of the opening the St
Vincent de Paul Conference outlined the thinking behind the project
which was to serve as a model for similar schemes elsewhere:
The advantages to the elderly are obvious. They have the
security and contentment of living in modern homes, in the
vicinity of other people and beside shops and churches. The
chief advantage is the freedom from loneliness. They are spared
the awful dread of having to spend the last days of their lives
devoid of human companionship with the constant fear of
illness and old age.
'Trathnona' as it is fittingly called is a monument to the caring,

High Street (199V.
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courage and innovativeness of the local conference of the St Vincent
de Paul Society.
Strictly speaking it is outside the field of history to speculate on
the future of the town entering a new century. The emigration of the
'eighties has swept away most of the generation that had grown up
in the previous twenty years; 48% of the houses in a large area of the
hinterland of the town have two people or less, all over fifty years of
age, which means they will be gone inside twenty years. There are
very few young people left and no job prospects. The easy
accessibility of large provincial towns such as Cavan, Longford,
Enniskillen is eating into an already declining pool of business. One
wonders what future Leitrim agriculture has in the new Europe and
if forestry will not replace people. Tourism which is at best seasonal
and unpredictable is only a part answer to the town's problems.
Taking all these factors together the future would appear to be bleak
but then who can tell. Someone writing in the late 'fifties would have
given the same bleak prediction only to be proven wrong.

VII

AN EVER-CHANGING
SCENE
The following is an attempt to trace the ownership of businesses
in the main street of the town over a period of one hundred and
thirty years. It does not claim to be comprehensive. Some businesses
changed hands so often as to make it virtually impossible to trace the
succession of owners accurately. The list is complete for 1857 and
1901.
MAIN ST (right from the canal bridge)

1. Market House, built 1847-'8 by Catherine Penelope Jones of
Maidstone, Kent, landlady of the town; clock-house had two rooms;
occupied by Mary McGovern in 1901 (see chapter yi). Mrs
McAvinia's house was built in 1948 on a site taken from the market
house.
2. Patrick Creamer: a two storey thatched house, offs, yd, gard.;
grocery, spirits, bakery (1850); Michael Martin (1893-98) do; Tom
Smith, a native of Coraleehan (1898-1914) do; Smith had a slaughter
house in the yard where pigs were slaughtered for the Thursday
pork-market; Eliza McCormack (1914); Ulster Bank Ltd (May 1919);
bank was built (1919-20); bank closed and sold to Peter Canning Solr
in 1936; rented to Mr Finlay, National Schools Inspector (1942); sold
by Canning to Tom Gannon, NT (1947).
3. Ambrose Foster: a land severance according to Griffith
Valuations; a house was being built on the site in 1855 by John
Goolden who owned the house next door.
4. John Goolden: Ho., off, yd, gard.; an extensive egg and
feather merchant (1834); nos 3, 4 replaced by a single two storey
thatched house with five rooms and four windows; a public house
owned by Owen Morahan (1892-94); He was an outstanding athlete
and first secretary of the Ballinamore football club. His business
failed and he became a traveller for Lipton's tea locally. James
Gallagher, Rossinver (1894-7), Bartley Cryan, ex-RIC, native of Sligo,
a pub and grocery; George and Patrick Stenson, wine and spirit
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merchant; Cathal O Kane; John Gallagher, pub and funeral
undertaker; Michael Guckian; Peter Maguire; Joe Dolan, pub.
5. Owen McTague: Ho., offs, yd, small gard. (1834), sharing a
common gateway with Goolden (4); huxtershop; Brigid McTague
(1901); Mary McTague, popularly known as 'Mary Eoineen'; she kept
lodgers and an eating house on fair days; Paddy Harvey, butcher, a
native of Aughnasheelin, built the present house; Stephen McTague,
butcher; John Flynn, Ardrum; rented for a period by Tadhg 0
Rabhartaigh; Miss Tess Roddy; Miss Noreen Creamer, hairdresser.
6. Thomas Maguire (-1847-), grocery and spirits; doing a very
big business wholesale and retail (1851); Peter Maguire (1875-7);
Charles E. O'Beirne, native of Fenagh (1877-90); Mary E. O'Beirne,
his widow, (1890-1905). In 1901 the business which, was substantial
employed two shop assistants, three servants, one baker, one farm
worker; Thomas Rice O'Beirne (1905-31). Frazer's Directory (1909)
described the business as grocer, tea, wine, spirit merchant, agent for
Gilbey's wines and spirits; Peter Wrynn (1932), bar, grocery; Patsy
Wrynn, bar.
7. Mrs E. O'Reilly (1838); Michael Flynn, Adoon (1853), Ho.,
offs, yd, public house.

Hoey's Hotel, High St (Peter Hoey, Tom Prior)
LEITRIM COUNTY ALPHABETICAL LIST.
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MARTIN’S HOTEL
Cars attend all Trains
free of charge.

Saughran 1914. Back (I. to r.): Mr Lavelle (in door), Pat Flynn, St Brigid's St, Agnes
Farrell, Church St, Frank Flynn, Main St, Liz O'Brien, Fr John O'Reilly CC,
William Rutledge (in door), May Reilly, Chapel Lane, Hugh Maloney, Church St,
Biddie Cox, Main St, Bob Rutledge, Main St. Front: James McAvinue, Church St,
Paddy Farmer, Tully gatehouse, John Joe Moran, Kilaglasheen, Willie Reynolds,
Michael Lavelle, St Brigid's St, Michael Lavin, assistant draper in Pee Dolan's, Tom
O'Connor, assistant draper in Bernard Kane's.

Iftft 111ttft
I HU III VI *♦

POSTING
ESTABLISHMENT.

MICHAEL MARTIN hopes, by careful and personal attention, to merit the
patronage and support of Visitors, this being the Principal and Most Commodi
ous Hotel in the Town.
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8. Thomas Sherritt and Margaret Sherritt; a small clothes shop
and haberdashery (1857).
Note: No 7 and 8 combined into one house; James Mulligan, native
of Monaghan, grocer, wine and spirit merchant also Model Bakery;
three bakers, a shop assistant and three servants employed in 1901; a
number of horse-drawn vans on the road delivering bread to
neighbouring towns and country shops; the bakery transferred to
High St; taken over by Philip McGovern (Red Phil); Sonny McKeon
(1963); ceased production on his death (1982). Mulligans in Main St
closed for a period in the 'forties; re-opened by Killian Prior,
Ardrum, bar and light hardware; William McKiernan, bar; John
Carthy, do; Harry Fay do; — Reilly, do; John Maloney, do; Thomas
Flynn, do.
9. Thomas Faris: Ho., offs, yd, gard.; extensive business in
grocery and spirits, bakery (1841); Johnson's Commercial Hotel, a
three storey slated house, ten windows, seventeen rooms; John
Johnston (1875-85); Rebecca Johnson (1885-91); James Johnson
(1891-99); Michael Martin, trading as Martin's Commercial Hotel
(Late Johnsons); in 1901 it had four shop assistants, three maids,
three farm servants; a brake and a horse-drawn hearse, the first in
town, driven by Tommy Connolly; William Martin; Mrs Annie
Martin; Peter Maguire; Barney Breen; Pat Prior (1984), a pub.
10. Abraham Mitchel: general draper, hardware, leather; doing
an extensive trade (1852); a three storey slated house, six windows,
eight rooms; George Knott (1879-1911), a public house; Margaret
Knott (1911-); Freddie Youell (1921); Michael Bohan; Pee Murray,
bar; Eddie Duignan, bar and footware.
11. Patrick Magauran: Ho., offs, yd, grocery and spirits, bakery
(1814); Miss Eliza Magauran (-1876-1901-); Ellen Magauran,
popularly known as 'Miss Ellen', drapery and stationary; B. A. Cryan
(1928), do; Josie Cryan, do.
12. Philip Brady: Ho., yd, offs, linen and woollen draper and
fancy goods, an extensive trade (-1847-), six day bar licence, grocery;
Francis Maguire (1889), bar, grocery and general merchant, extensive
business; Charles and Tony Maguire; Mrs Eileen Maguire; Francis
Maguire Jnr.
13. John Owens: Ho., offs, yd, gard. (1847); James Prior, public
house (-1855-93); Francis Prior (1894); James Prior Jnr (1895-1906);
Elizabeth O'Reilly, Callowhill; she married Tom Tiernan, a retired
Canadian mounted policeman and a native of Fenagh; business
failed; closed for a period.

14. Dr Brady, Surgeon (1838); Susan Brady, grocery, confection
ary, chemist (1845); Patrick O'Rourke, native of Up. Drumreilly, a
public house trading as Central Bar.
Note: No 13, 14 taken over by John J. Mulligan, Aghnacliffe,
Longford, and made into one business (Central Bar); business failed
in the 1950s; made into the Slieve an Iarainn Hotel by Sonny McKeon
(1969); Michael Martin; Peter Moran, Blacklion (1988); Hugh
McTague (1989).
15. James Cosgrove: Ho., offs, yd, gard., grocery and spirits,
linen and woollen draper (1846); closed in 1857.
16. Dr Storey, Surgeon: house vacant and delapidated in 1857.
Note: Nos 15, 16 replaced by a single house owned by Patrick
O'Dowd, a public house. He died in 1881 and left it to his son Patrick,
a shop-keeper in Carrick-on-Shannon and his sister, Anne, spinster,
Monaghan; sold in 1892 to the Northern Bank Ltd.
17. Bryan Dolan (1826); Margaret Dolan, spirits in a small way,
house in bad repair (1838); Catherine Penelope Jones leased the site
along with sites 15,16 to Philip Brady for 84 years; remainder of lease
purchased by Francis Maguire in 1904; sold to Commissioners of
Public Works (1930); site of RIC barracks, built in 1860s; became the
Garda barracks in 1922; Seamus Hayden's trading as 'Deirdre's
Boutique'. Fohera Fiver.
18. Bernard McGovern; James McGovern, Ho., offs, yd, gard.;
no business, a bakery; entrance to yard via Pound Lane (1848);
Patrick Flynn, Carrick-on-Shannon, bar and grocery; James
Gallagher, bar and footware, later moved across the street to Youell's;
Jonathan Price, Drumdartan; Ivan Price; Richard Laurence, pub and
grocery.
19. John Connolly, a house but no yard; printing, book
binding, stationery (1842); described as a small house badly suited
for the use being made of it; William Kells, watchmaker, his wife a
dressmaker (1901); a thatched house with one window and four
rooms and a step down into it from the side walk; Joe Dolphin, a
bicycle shop before moving to High St where he had a garage and car
hire service.
20. Terence Maguire, victualler and huxter shop; single storey,
thatched house with a yard and garden (1857).
Note: Nos 19, 20 replaced by a single house; Mrs Madge
Mulligan's, built in 1934 by Francy McAvinia; John McKeon (1982).
Pound Lane.
21. Jane Lattimer: Ho., offs, yd, a delph shop (1857); According
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to the 1901 census there were two houses on the site, the first (next to
Pound Lane) was owned by Jane Moran who kept lodgers; in 1940s
Myles Moran had a confectionery shop there now incorporated into
Duignan's; the second was owned by Patrick Nicholson and his
brother Joe, tailors and their sister Katie, a seamstress (1901); later
they moved to High St where they traded as the Paris House; Pee
Dolan, Lisnatullagh, draper; James Duignan, Cornabannia, do;
Francis Duigan, do (1989).
22. Patrick McGinn: Ho., offs, yd, gard., grocery and spirits,
two storey, thatched (1838); Hugh McCabe (1870-85); Mary McCabe,
his widow (1885-1903); George Flynn, bar and grocery; Paddy
Reynolds (1926); Mrs Mary Reynolds (1932); Pat J. Reynolds, grocery.
23. Farrell Holton: Ho., offs, yd,; Bernard Ennis, shop and
general provisions (1857); Brigid Greenan, butcher, the first butcher
shop in town; Thomas Greenan; Hubie Greenan, butcher; Pat Joe
Reynolds, bar. Chapel Lane (St Brigid's St).

24. James and Patrick McLoughlin: a beam and scales on an
open space also the tolls of the fairs and markets leased from
Catherine Penelope Jones.
25. Francis Murphy (1847); Catherine Murphy, grocery, spirits,
general merchant, bakery; Dr Patrick Mulcahy (1901); Misses O'Neill
(Mrs Bannon DN and Mrs Patrick Gallogly), natives of Fenagh, a
public house; Tony Walshe, Aughnasheelin; Joe Toner, restaurant;
Michael Corrigan do; Michael Gilhooly do; Eamonn Farrelly do.
26. Dispensary: leased by Mrs Murphy to Poor Law Guardians
of Bawnboy Union (1853); still the dispensary in 1901; John McHugh,
Corlough, sweetshop, confectionery and car hire service; Eamonn
Canning, tailor,
27. Francis Reynolds: Ho., small yd, gard.; single storey,
thatched, in poor condition (1856); John Cox, car-driver, his
daughter, Maggie, a dress-maker and his son John, a postman (1901);
John Joe Cox.
28. Ann Gannon: Ho., offs, yd in common; 'house of
entertainment' (1844); Ellen Gannon, one storey, thatched, two
windows, four rooms, shop, kept lodgers (1901); subsequently
owned by a number of people including Tierney, Browne, Miss
Cowman, Eddie Higgins.
29. John Moffitt: Ho., yd.

30. Robert Parke: Ho., offs, yd, spirits, delph and earthenware
(1846); thatched, one storey, four windows, seven rooms; Jane
Wrynn (1874); Edward Wrynn (1882-92); Thomas Wrynn (1892-98);
Kate Wrynn (1892-90); natives of Fenagh. Kate married Patrick 'Long'
McGovern, Corraleehan (1900); John McGirl, retired from USA; John
Joe McGirl, Aughnasheelin, bar and funeral undertaker; No 29 under
the same roof with no 30 and shared a common archway; owned by
Jimmy Canning in 1940s, a sweet-shop; Tom McGirl; Mrs. Rose
McGirl.
30. Matthew Credan: Ho., offs, yd, yd, no shop; a corn and
butter dealer (1834); Mary Ann Bennett, a pub and grocery in a two
storey thatched house with seven windows and eight rooms, two
shop assistants (1870-1901); Paddy Carron and his son Jim, bicycle
shop and car hire; also owned the garage in Aghadark; John
Comiskey, native of Mohill, sweets and confectionery (1953).
31. Robert Queale: Ho., offs, yd, gard., a 'house of
entertainment'.
32. John Queale: Ho., offs, yd, gard., (1814), spirits, grocery, a
tolerable business.
Note: Nos 31, 32 owned by Thomas Gilheaney (1870); his widow
married Edward Doyle, ex-RIC (1879-99); wine, spirits, grocery and
general merchant, business extensive; carried on by Mrs Doyle after
her husband's death trading as Mrs Doyle's; Tom McLaughlin,
Carrigallen; house burned in 1936; replaced by the present building;
business failed in late 'thirties; closed for a period; bought by B. A.
Cryan; Columba Cryan, drapery wholesale.
33. John Kiernan; Catherine Kiernan; Thomas Creamer, Ho.,
offs, yd, gard., pub and grocery with a limited trade (1855) a bakery
not in use; A two storey thatched house with five windows and ten
rooms; Mary Ann Creamer (1885-1905); Michael Creamer, known as
'thin Mick', bar and grocery; Frank McPartlan, Corraleehan, ex-RIC
(1926); Mrs Annie McPartlan, his widow (1961); John Milton (1971);
Martin Nellis (1984); John Ryan (1988), a bar.
34. Thomas Fitzsimmons; Thomas McKeon, private house,
offs, small gard. (1850); Hugh Reynolds, native of Breandrum,
Gorvagh, two storey, slated, eight windows, fourteen rooms,
drapery; employing three milliners, one draper, three servants
(1901); Hubert Reynolds; Leo Reynolds, Tony Walshe; Sean Creamer,
hair stylist.
35. John Owens (1849): Ho., yd, offs, gard., two storey,
thatched, six windows, ten rooms, linen dealer, draper and grocer
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The blacksmith at work (posed): Tommy Armstronge, Jack Lyttle, Tom Roddy, Eddie
Matt Turbitt.

(1855); Michael Holohan, Up. Drumreilly, a bar and post-car,
(1892-4); William Rutledge (1895); grocer, wine, spirits, furniture and
general merchant, trading as the Irish House; Robert Rutledge, bar
and footware; last thatched house in the main street; present house
built by Sonny McKeown in 1969; Mrs McTiernan (1969).
36. Francis W. Connolly (1838): Ho., offs, yd, extensive woollen
and drapery business (1855); William Bums, grocer, iron-monger,
draper, chemist, druggist; two storey, slated, eight windows and
fourteen rooms; employed three milliners, one grocer's assistant, a
cook, two servants, a baker (1901); later divided into two shops, John
Logan, butcher; the second house on the comer occupied for a time
by Jonathan Price in the late 'twenties before moving to no 18; John J.
Mulligan, grocer (also owned Central Bar); both combined as Logan's
butcher and supermarket run by Mrs Logan; Peter Moran,
Killaglasheen; William and James McAweeney, Longstone, butcher
and supermarket. Church Lane.
37. John Rutherford (1844); Edward Flynn, drapery and fancy
goods (1855); Bernard Kane, general draper, three draper's assistants,
one servant (1901); Charles E. O'Beime; Michael Creamer, High St.
38. Peter Heeran, native of Fenagh (1842); Ho., off, yd, gard.,
grocery and spirits; Mary Ann Heeran (1875-82); Peter Heeran Jnr

(1882-88); Bernard Kane (1888-89); James McLaughlin (1889-99);
Patrick McLaughlin (1899-); Peter J. Dolan (1911); Charles E.
O'Beime, pub, auctioneer and valuer; Wm McKieman; Thomas
Conlon; Alex Macken; Mrs Monica McFarland, bar.
Note: On 30 Aug. 1888 Heeran's and Kane's were burned to the
ground (Leitrim Advertiser).
39. David Thompson: hotel and post office, no shop.
Next to it old ruined walls owned by Thompson, previously
owned by Michael McAweeney. Brereton Youell, hardware, house
burned; James Gallagher, hardware and funeral undertaker; closed
for most of the 'forties; Jim Creamer (1950s), hardware, auctioneer;
Tom Kellegher, butcher. Fohera River.
40. Thomas Kiernan (1847); Ho., offs, yd, gard.; Mary Kiernan,
hotel and grocery, bakery (1857-); Philip Magauran (1888-93) trading
as the Railway Hotel, twelve windows, eighteen rooms, bar and
grocery; three grocery assistants, a cook, a baker (-1901-); from 1902
to 1908 the licence was taken out by Hugh McTague, Tarmon and
John Magauran; Munster and Leinster Bank now Allied Irish Bank.
41. James Curran: native of Kinkeen, Up. Drumreilly; Ho., offs,
yd, gar., pub and grocery (1855); Peter Curran (1877-97); Michael
Martin (1897); Mick McGrail (1897), pub, grocery, dray and
slaughter house in yard; business closed for a period in 1940s;

Tommy Cosgrave shoeing a horse outside his forge in Church St. Also in the picture
Jack Meehan seated on the ass.
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Patrick Kiernan MPSI, a travel agency; Ann Teague, hair stylist; Dr
Dermot Cribbin, Dentist.
42. Thomas Blake: a watchmaker (1846); Ho., offs, yd, gd.
Agent for Allan Royal Line (1874).
43. Brigid O'Reilly: Ho., offs, yd, gd, a huxtershop in a
dilapidated condition (1849).
Note: Both 42,43 replaced by one house owned by Blake; burned
down in 1883; George Davidson, draper, post office, two storey,
slated, five windows, thirteen rooms (1901); Patrick Kiernan MPSI
(1922); he moved from High St (Elderton's) where he started in 1919;
Desmond Kiernan MPSI.
44. Patrick Heeran, a pub (1854); Francis Beirne (1893-1908), a
bar and lodging house; Cafferty's.
45. John McCullough, Ho., offs, yd, gard., private house (1840),
thatched, one storey, four rooms; Philip Kelly, draper; business
carried on by his widow and a shop assistant named James Daly;
Eddie Duignan, footware for a period in the 1940s; Michael Creamer
built the present two houses on the site, one of them the
headquarters of the Credit Union.
45(a). Patrick Gilheaney, Ho., yd, gard., victualler.
46. Margaret O'Rourke, pub, lodging house and a house of
entertainment (1848); Barney Fox, a thatched house, one window,
four rooms, a tea-house (1901); Sean Kavanagh's. Courthouse.

Ballinamore Pipe Band: Back (I. to r.): Tommy Leddy, John Travers, James Daly,
Georgie Gallagher, Pat Prior, Jimmy McTieman, ------------ , John McCaffrey,
Tommy Cosgrove, James Eddie Conlon, Patrick McTague, Sean Donoghue
(band-master),------------ . Front: Tommy Moran, Jimmy Leddy, Jimmy McTague,
Andy Leddy.

CHURCH LANE 1857 (Right from Main St)

1. Myles Prior, Ho., gard., lodging and entertainment (1830). 2.
Bartley Duignan: victualler (1852). 3. Peter Wheelan, Ho., yd (1834). 4.
George Fitzpatrick, huxtershop (1844). 5. John McTague, Ho., yd. 6.
Catherine Farrelly, a huxtershop on a limited scale on Tuesdays
(1849-). 7. Patrick Troy, a huxtershop on a limited scale, also
entertainment (1853). 7a. Catherine Reilly, a small huxtershop. 8.
Mary Short, Ho., yd, offs, apartments let at a weekly rate to lodgers. 9.
Ellen Dolan, a house. 10. Ellen King, Ho., yd, retails meal, keeps
huxtery (1847). 11. Patrick Meehan, a meal and huxtershop. 12.
Cormack Darcy, a huxtershop (1851). 13. Hugh Greenan, Ho., yd. 14.
Ann McCartin, Ho., yd, gard. (1842). 15. Michael Cassells, Ho., yd,
gard. (1842). 16. Felix Prior, Ho., yd, gard. (1843). Church of Ireland.

Left from Main St

17. James Roberts, shop, grocery and bakery. 18. Francis

Ballinamore Youth Band (1970s): Sr M. Brigid, Gerry McGovern. Francis Milton,
John Joyce, Ciaran Mahon. Second row: Lilie Darcy, Bernadette McTeigue, Mary
Breen, Linda Wisley, Mary O'Donnell, Catherine Darcy, Dermott Martin. Back:
Patricia Smith, Ita Reynolds, Yvonne Darcy, Sgt. John O'Donnell.
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Connolly, out-office. 19. Terence Creamer, Ho., offs. 20. Mary Prior,
Ho. 21. Owen Duignan, a pub (1854). 22. John Meehan, Ho., off, yd,
gard., a huxtershop. James Delahoyde, Ho, yd, gard. 23. Mary
McTague, Ho., yd, gard., forge attached, huxtershop (1852). 25. Susan
Hand, Ho., yd. 26. Thomas Meehan, Ho, yd. 27. Francis Connolly,
gard. 28. Sarah Burke, sexton to Protestant church.
CHURCH LANE (1901 Census):

Note: 21 houses; 18 thatched and single storey: (3rd Class i.e.
one room and one window, 2nd Class thatched with two or more
rooms).
1., (right) James Cooney, widower, shoemaker; house thatched,
two rooms, one window, 3rd class. 2. James O'Brien, ex-Royal
Artillery, wife a dress-maker; house slated, four windows, 2nd class;
also under the same roof Honora O'Hara and her daughter, Ann, no
occupation, Peter Keegan, steam-riser with Narrow Gauge. 3. Patrick
Meehan, farm labourer, house thatched, two rooms, two windows,
3rd class. 4. James Prior and his son John, butchers; house thatched,
two windows, three rooms, 3rd class. 5. Mary McGovern, widow,
dressmaker; house thatched, two windows, three rooms, 3rd class. 6.
Myles Prior, father of Tom and Sara, butcher; house thatched, two
rooms, one window. Protestant church.
Left from Main St: 7. Michael Sheridan, sold second-hand
clothes; thatched, two rooms, one window, 3rd class. 8. Patrick
Duignan, butcher; slated, four windows, four rooms, 2nd class. 9.
Catherine Sammon, native of Roscommon, widow; thatched, three
windows, four rooms, 2nd class. 10. John McTeigue, nailer; thatched,
four windows, 2nd class. 11. Ann McAvinia, widow; thatched, four
windows, four rooms, 2nd class. 12. Hugh Prior, labourer; thatched,
one window, two rooms, 3rd class. 13. Patrick Meehan, Jnr, fowl and
skin dealer; thatched, two windows, three rooms, 3rd class. 14. John
Darcy, cooper, thatched, one room, one window, 3rd class. 15. Forge.
16. Protestant school.

Ho. 5. Elizabeth Keegan, Ho. 6. Brigid Creamer, Ho., gard. (1848). 7.
Patrick Early, Ho., yd. (1854). 8. Peter McGrail, Ho. RC Church and
graveyard. 9. Thomas Connolly, Ho., yd, gard. later curate's house.

Left from Main St
Pig Green. 10. Mary Kiernan, out-office (1840). 11. Ellen Flynn,
Ho., yd, small gard. (1848). 12. Bernard Feeney, Ho., offs. (1840). 13.
Patrick Feeney, Ho., small gard. (1853). 14. Francis Flynn, a nailer
shop, Ho., offs, gard. (1854). 15. Patrick McLaughlin, Ho. (1852). 16.
Thomas McCartin, Ho. 17. Mary Goldsworthy, Ho. 18. Peter
Campbell, Ho. 19. Francis Mitchel, Ho., yd, gard. 20. Thomas
McCartin, a forge (1853). 21. John Conway. Waste of the street
deposited beside McCartin's forge, Christy Gallogly's.

CHAPEL LANE 1901: Left from Main St (20 houses, 14 thatched, 6
slated, 2 uninhabited).

1. Bernard Ennis. 2. Bernard Reynolds, Ho.; he had a workshop
across the street where he made loys and steeveens; now part of Pat
Joe Reynold's private house; James 'Ruairi' Reynolds; Alice
Reynolds; Bank of Ireland. 3. John McManus, Ho. 4. Patrick Brady,

Pig Green with a public pump erected on Ruairi Reynolds's well
by Bawnboy PLG; later Dr Mulcahy Memorial Pump. 1. Brigid
Mitchel, labourer, Sara Mitchel (1911); house thatched with three
rooms; Pat Farrell, tailor; kept cattle in the adjoining yard on fair
days. The cattle were put into the yard through the dwelling house.
Pat Joe Reynolds, private house. 2. Thomas Dolan, Ho. 3. Vacant,
later Ann Hume (1911). 4. Terence Moran, sadlier, thatched, three
rooms, 3rd class house also Michael Moran, a nailer. 5. James Flynn,
publican, slated, nine rooms. 6. Francis Flynn, nailer, thatched, three
rooms, lodging house; later became part of James Flynn's, draper
shop. Flynn's business failed; Sonny McKeown, a pub and footware
in the lower house (1945); Gerry Cullen, pub; Sean McCartin
(Bridie's); upper house was the vocational school in the late 'forties
(see chapter on schools); Tom Kellegher, butcher; Tony McKiernan,
bookie office; Frank Kearns; presently closed. 7. Patrick Lavelle,
thatched, three rooms, 2nd class. 8. Kate Sheridan, dress-maker,
thatched, one room, one window, 3rd class. 9. Mary Gallagher,
laundress, thatched, one room, one window. 10. John Crossan, herd
and Bernard Cosgrove, his cousin, a shoemaker; thatched, two
rooms, two windows, 3rd class. As recently as the 1950s there were
three houses on the site of 7, 8, 9, 10 (above) i.e. Lavelle's, John
Prior's, butcher, Michael Martin's; Lavelle's and Prior's replaced by
three houses in the 1950s built by Sonny McKeon i.e. Paddy Joyce's,

138

139

CHAPEL LANE 1857 (Right from Main St)

Leitrim Local Studies

Paddy Lavelle's, Hubie Greenan's. Michael Martin's, Mrs Brigid
Martin, his widow, Kevin McNamee, Jack Brennan, Mrs M. Harkins.
10. Originally the ash-pit for the Chapel Lane, Greenan's slaughter
house, Dr Philip McGovern, Christy Gallogly. 11. John Conway,
butcher, Paddy Conway, Jimmy Conway. 12. Patrick Connor,
milesman, railway gate-house, Tully, McCaffrey, Farmer, James
O'Rourke, Pee Maloney.
CHAPEL LANE (Right from Main St)

Show-jumping in Maguire's field (1962).

13. Thomas Greenan, butcher, now P. J. Reynolds, bar. 14. John
Kiernan, grocer, bakery, Paddy Reynolds, Molly Travers, Patrick
Travers, Desmond Travers, grocery. 14. James Reynolds, (now Bank
of Ireland); thatched, three rooms, two windows, Alice Reynolds. 15.
Alex McAllister, fruit shop, (1911). Barney and Joe Brady, a bicycle
shop, thatched, three windows, three rooms, Mrs Rabitt, Phil
Murphy (1947), grocery, confectionery. 16. Margaret Connolly, egg
dealer, her son-in-law, John Reilly, a shoe-maker, George Tuthill.
Frank Logan, shoe-maker. 17. Michael Creamer, carrier, known as
'shiner', thatched, two rooms, two windows; present house built by
Hugh McDevitt. 18. Catherine McGovern, dealer, thatched, one
room, one window. 19. Mary Pinkman, Chapel house; Mary
Maloney; Tommy Connolly. Pee Maloney, Mrs Leneghan. Chapel. 20.
Fr Kane, CC.
CANNABOE/HIGH ST, 1857 (Right from St Brigid's St)

Skittles during the festival (1981).

Pig Green; Methodist Church (1847); 1. James Roberts, a garden
free for minding the Methodist Church. 2. Cormack McFarland
(McParlane), a house in course of erection. 3. Patrick Greene, Ho.,
offs, yd, gard. (1848). 4. Luke Flynn, Ho, yd, offs, gard. Mary Doyle,
Ho. 6. Matthew Wheelan, Ho. 6(a). John Guy, Ho. 7. John
McCormack, Ho. 8. Francis Duignan, Ho. 9. Hugh Dolan, Ho. 10.
Patrick Murray, Ho., yd, gard. 11. Bernard Murray, Ho., yd, gard. 12.
Bessie Maguire, do. 13. Ann Keaney, do. 14. Ann Greenan, do. 14a.
Patrick Gordan, Ho., yd, gard. 15. Ann Corrigan, do^ 15. Ruins. 17.
James Magauran, do (1848). 18. Patrick Moffat, do (1848). 19. Judith
Gormley, Ho., off, yd and forge. 20. Waste of houses, yards and
streets.
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CANNABOE (1857): Left from the Courthouse.
1. Fr John Boylan CC, a garden. 2. Fr John Boylan, Ho. offs, yd,
gard. 3. John McCullough, Ho., offs, yd, gard; kept lodgers. 4. Jane
Huchinson, Ho. 5. Patrick Greene, Ho., yd, gard. 6. Francis Fee, Ho.,
offs, yard. gard. 7. Mary Kiernan, office.

CANNABOE 1901: (right)
In 1901 a two storey thatched house was on the site of No 1,
owned by John McAllister, a clothes dealer. James McFarlane,
postman, a dealer, lived in No 2 with his son, Mick, a postman and
his daughter, Martha.
Both 1 and 2 are now part of the site of the church. 3. John
Creamer, bar and grocery; Michael Creamer. 4. Edward Delahoyde,
farmer; 4a. James Clyne, labourer, thatched, three windows. Edward
Delahoyde, fowl merchant. 5. Bernard McFarland, dealer, thatched,
two windows. 6. Brigid Gilheaney and her son James; thatched, one
window. 6. Brigid McTague, washerwoman; thatched, one window.
7. Mary Dolan, widow; thatched, two windows. 8. Julia Prior,
servant; thatched, two windows. 9. Patrick Prior, butcher; his
daughter a seamstress, his son a butcher; thatched, two windows. 10.

Thomas O'Rourke, painter with the C/L. 11. Catherine Carey,
dressmaker; her son-in-law, Patrick McTague, a baker in the Railway
Hotel and John James McTague, a turner at C/L. 12. Patrick Gormley,
blacksmith and his two sons, Stephen and Hugh, both blacksmiths.
Note: The row of thatched houses on the right of Cannaboe were
replaced by a row of one storey slated houses built by George
Marsham who succeeded to the estates of Catherine Penelope Jones.
A number of these houses still remain.
The present Mrs Hamill's, (next to Michael Creamer's) was
occupied by Hugh J. McDevitt MPSI (1931) before moving to St
Brigid's St; Joe Hamill, footware; James Hamill, do; Mrs Hamill, his
widow (1991), Ned Delahoyde, fowl merchant. Delahoyde's Hotel
was built by James Delahoyde in 1927; Edward Delahoyde, his son.
Ellen O'Neill & Co, drapery. Nicholson's drapery, trading as the
Paris House; William Wrynn, shoemaker; Seamus Shortt, restaurant,
(Singing Kettle); Hugh McTague, do. Nicholson, tailor; Nicholas
Flynn; Mrs O'Dwyer; F. Flynn; Building Society. Mountain View
House built by Gannons of Kinkeen as a restaurant; McCartins;
Walter P. Toolan Solr. Morans, coach-builders, workshop originally
in Pound Lane; W. W. Taylor, light hardware; Owens, (Forge).
Charles Travers, butcher; Kate Maguire; Lilie Darcy. Patrick Moran;
Paddy Moran. Both Travers’s and Moran's built by Patrick Moran. Pat
Gormley, Ho. forge. Joe Gormley, blacksmith; Brendan Gormley,
restaurant. Two small houses, one occupied by Jim McAllister and
the other by 'Jinks' Prior and later by William Keegan, now John
McAllister's, hotel and bar. A large stone, now in McAllister's yard
stood between Gormley's and McAllister's; its origin not known; a
landmark in the town. McAllister's stables and hayshed; the stable
later a garage for a lorry; now John Martin's, post office. Patrick
O'Rourke, Drumreilly, builder and funeral undertaker built the
house now occupied by Joe Smith. The small store and garage near
the site of Smith's is on the site of the Freemason Lodge. Dr Charles
Dolan's built (circa) 1927 by Dr Dolan, Dr Edward Farrelly; Mrs
Farrelly. It was built on a site owned by Paddy Corrigan.
CANNABOE (1901); Left from Courthouse.

Catholic Boy Scouts (1932)

1. Jane Garland, James Birney (1911), pub; J. O'Brien, ex-RIC, L.
O'Brien, Tom Logan, Mrs Hamill. 2. James Hyland, Morton
Richardson, jeweller (1911), now Mrs Reilly's; Hyland's Hotel; a shop
in the premises was occupied by John Logan, butcher (1911) before
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moving to Main St (1923); Richardson's Hotel was sold to Both well;
S. McNulty; Oliver McKieman; Fred Walshe, trading as Commercial
Hotel. 3. Dispensary, Tom Whitney's, sweet shop and Hugh Doonar,
barber; James Doonar do. There were no further houses on this side
of the street in 1901.
Over the next twenty years a row of houses was built from the
dispensary upwards as follows: 1. Alex. McAllister, presently vacant.
2. Gormley's forge, Alex. McAllister; Sonny McKeon; Sylvester
McDevitt MPSI. 2(a). Cafferty, draper; William Wrynn, shoemaker;
Joe Dolphin, garage and car hire; Pat Joe Dolan, garage. 3. James A.
Kiernan, Solr. Peter Canning, do; Walter P. Toolan, do; Social
Welfare Office. 4. James Mulligan who also owned the Model Bakery;
P. Kiernan, MPSI before transferring to Main St; Misses Dolphin,
news agents; Phil Elderton, news agent. 5. Model Bakery, built and
owned by James Mulligan, leased by Phil McGovern; Sonny
McKeown; now a flower shop. 6. Tom Darcy, grocery (1911), Tommy
Darcy, do. 7. Kiernan, Charlie Travers, butcher; Oliver McKiernan,
do; Tony McKieman, do. 8. Mrs McGrath, shop; Berney Sweeney,
Michael Sweeney; Tony McKieman; James Cafferty, draper; Paddy
Smith, shop. 9. James Mulvihill, sweet shop; Frank O'Brien, drapery.
10. Jimmy McTieman; Tony McTiernan. 11. O'Connell's Garage built
on a vacant site in 1950s by Patrick O'Connell. 11. Jink's Prior,
shoemaker; McParlan's; Lyric Cinema owned by Nicholas Keegan;
Frank O'Brien, drapery. Fohera Lane. 15. Two small thatched houses,
Paddy Doonan and Paddy Prior; Paddy Martin, icecream parlour,
later a bicycle shop. 16. Paddy Martin, post office. 17. John Bohan;
Mrs Jimmy Reilly, grocery. 18. Terence Conlon, tailor; Joe O'Brien,
draper. 19. James Reynolds, Rose Ann Reynolds, grocery; Miss
Quinn, Miss Ellen Prior, T. McKeon; Sean McKeon. 20. Peter Hoey,
Railway Hotel, grocery, bar; Tom Prior; Gabriel Prior. 21. Dr Charles
Dolan; Joe Dolphin, Tommy Dolphin. 22. Terence Dolan, bar,
grocery; Patrick Dolan., do.
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RURAL LIFE IN 19th CENTURY
COMING OF THE ULTACHS
The 1821 census gives the population of the civil parish of
Oughteragh as 6,833. Ten years later, in 1831, the figure was 8,449, a
remarkable increase of 19% which contrasts sharply with a 14%
increase for the rest of the county and 13.4% for the whole country. In
1841 the population had peaked at 9,252 (Aughnaasheelin 4,351,
Ballinamore rural 3,955 and 946 in the town) the highest ever
recorded for the parish. The Catholic register for Oughteragh records
an average of 149 births and 22 marriages a year throughout the 1840s
— the highest recorded for a single year being 262 births and 40
marriages in 1846, the first year of the Famine. This rapid growth
which had been going on from the beginning of the century was part
of a national trend. It was accelerated further by an influx of refugees
from Ulster especially into the upper part of Aughnasheelin
following the Battle of the Diamond near Portadown, Co Armagh in
September 1795. The battle between rival gangs of Protestants and
Catholics which led to the setting up of the Orange Order sparked off
a sharp persecution of Catholics by Protestant gangs calling
themselves Peep-o'-Day Boys.
An estimated ten thousand Catholics, mostly weavers, are said
to have fled the province into Connaught after that in what became a
second 'to hell or to Connaught'. The Earl of Gosford, the Protestant
governor of Armagh at the time, described the persecution as having
'all the circumstances of ferocious cruelty'. Jimmy Hope, a fugitive
from the persecution, who settled in Keshcarrigan recalled hearing
Peep o' Day Boys 'boasting of the indulgence they got from the
magistrate for wrecking and beating the papists, as they called their
neighbours and the snug bits of land that their friends got when the
papists fled to Connaught and the fun they had in commiting the
depredations'.
Leitrim became the gateway to the west for the fleeing 'Ultachs'
as they were called. Some of them settled on its mountain slopes
while others pushed into Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon and even
Galway. Lord Altamont of Westport estimated that some four
145
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thousand of them settled in Mayo as far west as Belmullet. He
described them as mostly weavers, decent, well-behaved, peaceful,
industrious but utterly destitute. An examination of the Tithe
Applotment Books (1833) for Oughteragh shows an unusually high
concentration of easily recognisable Ulster surnames in the parish
especially in Aughnasheelin — some thirty four in all: Cull,
Fallon/Follon, Heeran (Armagh), McCaffrey, Fee, Corrigan/Carrigan,
Flanagan (Fermanagh), Hoy, McCartin, McGoohan, Guckian (Down/
Armagh), Canon, Gallogly, Sweeney, Boyle, Gormley, Cafferty,
Gallagher, McLaughlin, Loughlin, O'Donnell, McTague, Winters,
O'Dowd, Boyle, McGirl (Donegal/Derry), O'Reilly, Smith, Brady
(Cavan), Mahon/Mohan (Monaghan), Stratton/Stretton, Harvey,
Shanaghy or Fox, Baxter (Mid-Ulster). Ulster surnames were less
frequent in the Ballinamore area but names like Guckian, McGoohan,
Baxter, Armstrong, McCartin, Meenan, Harkin, Sweeney are to be
found there also. This list indicates the extent of the Ultach
settlement which in effect amounted to a colonisation of the upper
part of Aughnasheelin. It also shows that it took place mainly from
the west of Ulster, particularly Donegal.
Down to this century there was still a vivid tradition among
some Aughnasheelin families recalling how their ancestors came
there, where they came from and the circumstances of their coming.
The Gallaghers or Golahers came from Donegal and were all
Irish-speaking. They crossed the mountains and agreed to settle
wherever their few cattle rested which happened to be on the banks
of the Aghlin river on the farm now owned by John McManus. A
very similar story is told about the Gormleys. The Caffertys first
settled in Ballinaglera which they found to be bleak and cold and
moved on to the southern slopes of Sliabh an Iarainn in Stralongford
at a place called 'Curley's rock'.
The influx of 'Ultachs' into the area coupled with the rapid
growth in population made for a scarcity of land and people were
forced to settle on the mountain-side on land hitherto uninhabited or
only sparsely inhabited at best. The new settlers had to reclaim the
land first by burning off the heather. They then dug a mixture of lime
and sand or gravel into the ground and allowed it to interact with the
moory soil to form a compost which was good to grow potatoes and
oats. The lime was burned from lime-stone taken from river beds.
The 'free-stones' of loose rocks or boulders taken from the land were
used for building passes or pipes or trimmed and used for building
houses. There are still fine examples of trimmed free-stone to be seen

In 1841 seventy-five percent of the rural population of the parish
as distinct from the town, was classified as labourers and cottiers (i.e.
farmers with less than five acres), 23.7% were artisans and farmers of
between five and fifty acres, most of them less than 15 acres. Less
than 1% owned property or were farmers with over fifty acres. The
labouring class survived on their labour for which they were paid 5d.
or 6d. a day. They lived almost entirely on potatoes grown on plots of
land often rented as conacre. Demand for their labour was seasonal
lasting only a few months of the year. As their numbers grew rapidly
labour supply far outstepped demand and large numbers of Leitrim
labourers were forced to go on seasonal migration to Scotland and
England in the 1820s and 1830s to survive.
As a class they were also extremely vulnerable to agricultural
depression such as happened after the Napoleonic wars. A fall off in
demand for their labour in bad times could bring them starvation,
even more so a failure in the potato crop such as happened in 1817,
1819 and 1822. Fever was also common in their ranks. In 1832-'3
twenty-two people died in an outbreak of cholera around
Ballinamore. Both the labourers and cottiers identified closely with
each other and it was from their ranks that secret agrarian societies
like the Ribbonmen sprung. While there was Ribbon activity in the
Ballinamore area it was never so prevalent as in Cloone, Aughavas,
Gortletteragh. The Molly Maguires were especially active in 1845 and
Captain McLeod, a stipendiary magistrate, was shot dead at the
entrance to Mr Percy's of Garadice by the 'Mollies'. The farming class
especially those with 15 acres or more did well during the economic
boom in the country from 1793 and 1815. Even after this when things
disimproved they were still able to survive with a surplus which
enabled them to buy a range of goods which kept the shops in the
town going.
The labourers and cottiers especially the former were extremely
poor. There were reports of extreme poverty around Ballinamore in
1832. The English traveller, Inglis commented on a visit to
Ballinamore in 1834 that the needy farmers were tenants of needy
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in the walls of ruined houses in the area though not necessarily
dating from this period.
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landlords. 'The area', he said, 'supports a needy gentry, crushed
farmers and a miserable peasantry'. He described the country
between Carrick-on-Shannon and Ballinamore as being -'poor and
badly cultivated'. He visited one or two houses on the way and found
'the inmates in a very poor condition'. He went on to say that the
whole of the Ballinamore area was 'fearfully rack-rented' and that the
tenants were obliged to 'send every particle of produce except
potatoes to the market to make up their rents . . . There is a poverty
look about everything'. In 1822 Robert Jones Lloyd in a letter to Rev.
Henry King concerning his lands at Castlefore says that 'whenever 1
ask for rent they call on me for bread and I know they wanted it'.
Surgeon Duke of Mohill describing the plight of the local peasantry
to the Devon Commission said that 'nothing can be more wretched'.
He went on to say: 'They have no bedsteads, they are lying on a small
quantity of straw — sometimes rushes, they have no covering over
them or one blanket for six. When fever sets in in any particular case
the whole family generally take it . . . The food is never better than
potatoes and milk and in winter they have no milk. Sometimes they
get a herring or stirabout which is considered wholesome food, but
latterly they have not been able to get that . . .' Sixty-one percent of
the houses in the parish in 1841 were classifed as 4th class meaning
they were mud-wall hovels, thatched, with one room, one window
and one chimney. The door was wicker backed with a straw mat.
Generally the house was shared with the cow. McParlan in his
Statistical Survey of Leitrim (1802) quotes from the Western Isles to
describe the scene:
At one of the ends he kept his cows
At the other end he keeps his spouse
On a bed of straw without least grumble
Nay with delight did often tumble.
These were generally the houses of the labourer and cottier class. A
further 34.4% of the houses were classified as 3rd class meaning they
had between two and four rooms and only 4.6% or just 64 houses as
1st and 2nd class.

According to McParlan, land in Leitrim was all held in
co-partnership or rundale i.e. a number of families rented between
twenty to fifty acres which they divided between them. For example,
in 1810 nine families held 36 acres in Drumcollop, Fenagh. In the

decades before the Famine this system rapidly disappeared. Farms
were divided into individual holding by landlords who saw it as an
opportunity of earning more rent. The families lived in villages or
clusters of houses close to each other. McParlan says that in Leitrim
the houses did not cluster as elsewhere 'but lived on their separate
parts'. This can hardly be true as John O'Donovan lists twelve
villages or clusters in Oughteragh as late as 1835 — Ardrum or
Edentinny, Corrahole, Castleroggy, Boragh (Callowhill), Cromlin,
Drumkeen, Drumlonnan, Greaghrevaghmore, Greaghglass, Lahard,
Pottore, Stralongford. These villages or clusters were the remains of
the old system of co-partnership which was now in its final days.
Also in 1833 the Tithe Applotment Books show 189 portions of land in
the parish still held in co-partnership. The change from the old
system to the new over a period of forty years was both rapid and
revolutionary. As the farms hitherto held in co-partnership were
broken up into individual holdings the owners began to live on their
holdings, to fence them in and break them up into fields of varying
sizes and shapes. The fence consisted of a drain called locally 'a gripe'
backed by a ditch on which hawthorn or whitethorn plants were set.
This was known as 'quicking' which was on sale at all markets and
the hedge as 'a quick'. In this way the countryside began to take on
the appearance it still has today of scattered homesteads and an
irregular patchwork of fields bounded by whitethorn and blackthorn
hedges. The need to make each holding as self-sufficient as possible
by including a certain acreage of pasture, meadow, moor, bog etc. led
to fragmentation which was further compounded by the subdivision
of farms in the years immediately prior to the Famine. The legacy of
this was endless disputes, fights and litigation over right of way,
trespass, maintenance of mearings, divisions of bog etc. that could be
bitter and prolonged. In fact they were a feature of rural life down to
recently.
The population explosion in the decades before the Famine
especially among the lower classes led to a scarcity of land which was
the only means of survival. As we have already seen people were
forced to move up the mountain-side and eke a living from land
hitherto unreclaimed. Wakefield in his Account of Ireland Statistical
and Political (1809) says of Leitrim 'that in every direction cultivation
is creeping upwards'. Fathers subdivided their holdings between
their sons to enable them build a cabin and start a family. This
resulted in over-cultivation of the land and growing impoverishment
of it caused by insufficient manuring. Scarcity of cow-manure forced
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people to burn the land, a practice condemned by all who
commented on it as rendering the land barren. Campbell-Foster
wrote of the Ballinamore area in 1846: 'it is customary, here to burn
the surface of the soil intended to be cultivated. This has the effect of
manuring for a year but leaves the soil afterwards completely
exhausted and barren'. Surgeon Duke of Mohill told the Devon
Commission that burning prevailed to a very great extent as the
small farmers had no other manure and that almost all of them burn
more or less every year. The Ordnance Survey Field Books describe
the land as generally poor, impoverished, shallow, sour, rushy. Over
cultivation of the land and almost total dependence on a brand of
potato known as 'the lumper' was bound ultimately to lead to
disaster which came in 1845 with the failure of the potato crop.
THE GREAT HUNGER

of Cloone reported appalling distress there in September 1846.
Ballinamore Relief Committee collected £243.9.3 from town business
men and better off farmers which was augmented by a government
grant of £171.2.6, enabling them to buy 27 tons of Indian com and 23
tons of oatmeal which was distributed at cost. Another form of relief
was the soup kitchens. In February 1847 Fr Tom Maguire PP, acting
secretary of the local relief committee, applied to the government for
a 60 gallon soup boiler. In Cloone up to 375 gallons of soup were
distributed weekly to 40 starving people at Id a quart.
During the decade 1841 to 1851 the parish lost 2,175 people or
24.8% of its population through starvation, fever and emigration —
Aughnasheelin 991 (26.42%), Ballinamore Rural 1,244 (26.42%),
Ballinamore town 242 (25.58%). The total percentage loss was less
than the average for the whole county (27.4%). There is no overall
pattern of decline in the parish, in fact eight townlands showed an
increase. In the period 1841-61 the number of cottiers and labourers
fell substantially in the rural part of the parish. There was a
correspondingly high decline of 82.15% in the number of hovels or
4th class houses over this period. It wfs the poorer classes that
suffered most in the Famine. The population continued to decline by
an average of 6.9% from 1851 to 1911, the highest being 10.37% in the
1890s. The constant decline was mainly due to emigration. The
practice of sub-dividing holdings, which was common in
pre-Famine days, ceased. Only one member of the family could now
inherit the family farm, the rest had to emigrate. Seasonal migration
as a means of augmenting family income continued to Scotland and
the English and Irish midlands until the early years of this century.
Young boys and girls hired at the June fair in Swanlinbar to farmers
in Fermanagh. This too had fallen to a trickle by the beginning of this
century. A decline in the marriage rate and a rise in the marriage age
was also a contributory factor in the decline in population in the
second half of the 19th century.

Blight struck in 1845 causing partial failure of the potato crop.
Worse was to come with the almost complete failure in 1846 leading
to the terrible winter of 1846-7 or Black 'Fortyseven. Unfortunately,
there are no newspaper accounts of the Famine in the Ballinamore
area to enable us get a close-up on the tragedy which swept away
almost 25% of its population. We are depending on a few scattered
references from the Famine Relief Papers and from the minute books
of the Board of Guardians of Mohill Workhouse which served
Ballinamore until the Bawnboy workhouse was opened in 1853 and
Ballinamore was transferred to the Bawnboy Union. Conditions in
Mohill Workhouse during the Famine were horrific due to
overcrowding and fever. The number of inmates shot up from 275 in
September 1846 to 503 in November. The average number of inmates
for 1847 was 610, the highest recorded being 774 in November of that
year. Fever was rampant in it from early 'fortyseven and deaths
occurred at the rate of 29 a week. In March the Board of Guardians
decided to bury the dead without coffins as they felt it was more
important to feed the starving than bury the dead in coffins.
Throughout the Union there were reports of distress everywhere
especially in 1847. A meeting of the Mohill Board of Guardians in
March 1846 spoke of 'extreme destitution of the labouring classes'.
Carrigallen Relief Committee in January 1847 needed twenty-five
tons of Indian corn a week to give two stone a week to its
dependents, Around Ballinamore in February 1847 deaths were
occurring 'to a fearful extent' especially north of the town. Mrs Hogg

A system of mixed subsistence farming persisted until well into
this century changing very little in the meantime. Agricultural
methods also changed very little over a period of 150 years, In 1802
McParlan lists the loy, shovel, spade, grape, pitchfork, slane, harrow,
rake fork and steeveen as the main implements in use. These same
tools could still be found at any farm house in the parish as recently
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as the 1950s. Subsistence farming meant heavy dependence on the
potato and oaten meal. Potatoes were sown in ridges dug with loys
by men working groups or ’mehal' (Ir. Meitheal). Occasionally
during 'a mehal' a strife or contest would start to establish who was
the best digger at the 'mehal'. This was obviously to the advantage of
the man hosting the ’methal'. The cutlings or splits were set with a
steeveen — a hole was made in the tough sod and the split placed in
it by a boy or girl coming behind known as a 'gugerer' (Irish
'gugaire'). In the evening the holes were closed or 'stopped' with the
steeveen breaking the dry mould on the top of the ridge. Later the
potatoes were moulded or shovelled when they were about to break
through the sod. The potato-crop was extremely vulnerable to blight
until spraying against the fungus with a solution of blue-stone
(copper sulphate) and either washing soda or lime was introduced in
the early years of this century. Initially the spraying was done by
sprinkling the solution on the stalks with a 'beesom' or heather
brush. Later knap-sack sprayers were introduced. Also in the
beginning of this century a form of artificial manure was introduced
for use on potatoes known as Guano pronounced 'juana' locally,
which was in wide-spread use by 1916. It came in twelve-stone bags
and cost 19/6 a bag.
McParlan comments on how oats was sown in Leitrim in 1802.
'The manner of preparing the soil for oats is censurable . . . even
when prepared with a loy it is seldom sufficiently worked or minced,
for, after sowing the seed and harrowing, which the poor people here
often do by trailing green bushes along the ridges, whole banks of
these ridges remain unbroken and the vegetation appears, as if the
ground had been drilled or the seed dibbled in irregular ranges'.
Potato track or oats ground was dug with loys in 'lands' before the
days of the two-horse plough. This was known as 'bracking' (Irish
bracadh). The lands were divided by trenches that provided
drainage. In certain types of land cut-worm was a threat to the oats
crop and embers or 'cunleens'from the bonfire were thrown into the
field to keep cut-worm away. The mehal (meitheal) system was used
to cut the oats with saw-toothed hooks. Tying the sheaves and
stooking them in stooks of eight sheaves with two head-sheaves was
the job of the women and children. It was allowed season before it
was gathered into a stack. The amount of oats a farmer had was
reckoned by the 'scor' (Irish for twenty) — ten scor of oats or 200
stooks'. It was threshed with a flail during the winter. The
threshing-mill did not appear on the scene until the 1920s. The

Thatched house of the type common in the area from the second half of the 19th
century down to 1950s.
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method of saving hay changed least of all over a period of 160 years
down to 1960s. Very little hay was saved in the first half of the 19th
century. It was cut with a slash-hook or a toothless sickle. This gave
way to the scythe which was a major advancement on the slash-hook.
The hay was shaken with the hands, made into rows with a rake and
lap-cocked (lapped) depending on the weather. It was then made
into small cocks and finally into tramp-cocks. The purpose of the
tramp-cocks was to secure it until mid or late September when it was
gathered in ricks or pikes. The hay-making usually began in late July
or early August. People bought their scythe sned or scythe handle at
the August fair in Ballinamore. Gathering the hay Jhad to be
postponed until the oats was first harvested and secured. Before the
days of the horse and cart it was drawn home on ass back — two
bundles of hay tied with a scoith rope or sprat and suspended on the
ass's straddle to balance each other. A person with a reputation
locally was invited to make the rick. It was both an honour and a
responsibility. He had to ensure that it did not swing to one side:
that it was properly hearted and was not allowed to rise too high. In
some cases there was a half-barrel of porter the day of the rick and a
half pint of whiskey was given to the man who built the rick. This,
however, was by no means widespread practice and was only done
by bigger farmers. The month of October was devoted to digging the
potatoes.
The area of greatest self-subsistence was the upper part of
Aughnasheelin where in addition to potatoes and oats they had
mutton and also the wool from the sheep reared on the mountain. It
was sent to Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh, Foxford, Co. Mayo or Sligo to
have suit-lengths, blankets and shawls made. The black shawl was
the standard dress of the women in the last century but by the
beginning of this century it was giving way to the feather bonnet,
and cape. There were still ten spinning wheels working in the
Stralongford area in 1910 spinning wool from which socks were
knitted. The last weavers locally were the Duignans of Curraghnabania.

dried and then the grinding was done at home by a hand-quem.
Stradermott Mill
Described in 1855 as a Class B com mill; undershot water wheel,
19 ft in diameter; number of floats 24; breath of float 3'6"; fall of
water 2'6"; breath of the section of the water 4'2"; works for eight
months in the year from 1st October to 1st May; 18 hours a day
(9 hours for shelling and 9 hours for grinding); two pairs of stones —
two shelling, 5'3" in diameter and two grinding, 5'0" in diameter.
The mill had fans but no elevators or sifters (sives). The sifting was
propably done by hand sives. It was owned by the Sharpley family
who were in dispute with the Commissioners of Public Works over
the mill-race in 1855. It was subsequently bought by the
Commissioners and ceased production. It also had a miller's house
and a kiln-man's house. The kiln of sheet iron, dried 1616 cwt in a
cast.
Kiltynashinnagh Mill (Scutchmill)
Owned by Alexander Knott (1855); combined a commill and kiln
and a flax beatling mill; both the corn-mill and beading engine were
driven by the same water-wheel, an overshot wheel, 14 ft in
diameter, 48 buckets 2'6" in breath, shrouding 1'6"; water fell 16 ft;
plenty of water in winter, scarce in summer. When water was
plentiful both com and beatling mill could work together. Beatling
engine worked mainly in the summer; one pair of Irish shelling
stones, 4'10" in diameter and one pair of grinding stones, 4'10" in
diameter; 2 single beatling engines, length of beatling beams 8'9";
beatling engines work three to four months in the year; com mill for
6 months (October/March), 10-12 hours a day; works all in good
order, nearly new; supply of water casual in hard frost; kiln-head
made of iron.

The 1837 Ordnance Survey maps show corn kilns but no
corn-mill in Knockacullion, Stralongford, Altaheeran, Derrinkehir,
Roycroft, Drumrackan. The explanation for this is that the oats was

Tomlooskan Mill
Worked by Michael McGovern in 1838 beside Millford Bridge
(Ballyduff), a corn-mill built about 1808. Diameter of the water wheel
16 ft; buckets 3'10" in breath; undershot; fall of water 316 ft; two pair
of stones 4'8" in diameter; shelling stones worn, 8 years in use,
grinding stones five years in use; works from October to March, 14
hours a day; a miller's house and store; kiln made of sheet iron was
broken and worn. Does not appear on Griffith's Valuations.
There was also a mill at Cloverhill (Taylors Mill) but no
description of it survives.
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FORGES 1835
Aghadark, Cromlin, Kilaneen, Lahard.
FORGES 1856
Thomas Gormley (Cromlin), Michael Gormley (Comageeragh),
Peter McGrail (Aghadark), Thomas Flanagan (Cannaboe), Judith
Gormley (Cannaboe), Charles McNiffe (Ardrum), Thomas McCartin
(Tully).

I.

FORGES 1901
Stephen Gormley (Cannaboe), Patrick Gormley (Cannaboe),
Tom Gormley (Greaghlass), John Gormley (Cromlin), Stephen
Gormley (Crumlin).

* i

A

VI
t v

ROADS OF THE PARISH
It took a hundred years for the system of roads which we know
today to take shape. The oldest map we have for the area is Larkin's
Map (1819) which shows the road system as it was then. According to
Larkin there was only one road through Aughnasheelin. It ran from
Cromlin (where it joined the road from Ballinamore via Oughteragh)
to Demasmallen, Derrinkehir, Kiltynashinnagh, Aghlin, Aghacashel.
The only road north-west of this was a branch from Drumbibe
through Drumdartan to a dead end at the Glosh river in Miskaun
The main road to Aughnasheelin via Castleroggy ran directly
through Derrinkeher to meet the Crumlin-Drumbibe road at what
was called the Piper's Cross. In the south-west of Aughnasheelin, the
Ballinamore/Drumshanbo road crossed at Millford Bridge (Ballyduff)
to the right of the present bridge and ran through Mayo to
Kiltybardan, Derrinkeher Roycroft crossing the Aghlin river a short
distance west of the present bridge. A branch from this road ran from
Kiltybardan to the scutchmill cross. The portion of the present main
Ballinamore/Drumshanbo road between Aghaslane bridge and
Ballyduff was not made until later in the century.
In the Ballinamore area the Willowfield road was there in 1819
and the road from Corgar to Drumcoura. The road from Drumcoura
via Aghoo, Drumrane, Mough, Fenagh was there but there was no
road from Aghoo to Ballinamore or from Aghoo to Greagh Cross.
There was no road to Swanlinbar except the Oughteragh road
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from Derrinkeher Roycroft to Comabrone. Finally a section of the
present main road from Ballinamore was made from Derrinkeher
McDonnell to the chapel with a link to Drumbibe cross from
Ferguson's cross. In the Ballinamore part of the parish the 'bog road'
into Drumrane from Ardrum to the cross-roads and to Jim Bohan's
was made in 1880. The road through Drumlonan was made as far as
Carrickmakeegan bridge. By 1890 the only two townlands without a
road were Killadough and Killaghlasheen.

through Corraleehan. The first Ordnance Survey Map (1837) gives us
an indication of the progress of the road net-work in the sixteen
years after Larkin. In Aughnasheelin there was little change. The
road from Cromlin through Cornabannia, Tullylackenbeg and
Seltanunshin had been made in the meantime and the road from
Drumbibe to Miscaun extended through Pottore as far as
Stralongford bridge. This was the first road running directly up the
mountain. A portion of the main road to Drumshanbo had been
made from Ballyduff as far as the present Kiltybardan cross and
Kiltybardan lane was completed. The Boragh lane and the roads
through Moher and Callowhill were also there in 1837. In the
Ballinamore area the Ordnance Survey map shows a new road (not
on Larkin) from Lahard (Jim McTague's) through Kildorragh,
Knockanroe, Drumore to Swanlinbar. The track of that road is still to
be seen below the O'Heslin Park linking up with Dromore lane. The
road from Chapel Lane to Aghoo bridge and from there to Cloone
was made since Larkin. A branch off the road to Aghoo ran up Tully
Hill to a dead end at Aghatawney with a short branch from it to
Killadough. Tullyoscar lane appears on it as well as four short roads
from the main road through Aghadark leading to Moneyea bog
which was the bog for the town. Drumrane road was made from
Ardrum as far as the bridge across the 'short river'. A branch road ran
from Kilaneen through Creevy park to a dead end at the Yellow River
(canal). Very little progress on road making was made between the
first Ordnance Survey (1837) and its revision in the 1870s. The only
major changes were the 'New Line' — the road directly from
Ballinamore to Swanlinbar (Creamery Road or Park Road) and the
linking up of the main Drumshanbo road from Kiltybardan lane to
Aghaslane.
The 1880s was the great decade of road-building in the parish
especially in Aughnasheelin. During this period the road from
Aghacashel through Dereen, Knockacullion, Gubnaveagh and
Ballinameeltoge was made and the road was extended from
Stralongford bridge to the 'Shoemaker's Cross'. A new road was
made from Aghlin, Derrynawana, Boggaun, Mulinashillagh to
Greaghrevaghbeg with a branch from it joining the mountain road at
Knockacullion. A section of new road was made from Durmdartan
through Greaghrevaghmore, Greaghrevaghbeg, Cornabroher, to join
the existing road at Pottore. A new link road was made through
Miscawn and Demaheltymore. By-roads were made into Drumrackin, Corabrogher, Drumany and Greaghglass and also a new road

John Brady:
Aughlin (210.86), Ballinameeltoge (260.7), Boggaun (102.33),
Cornabroher (120.39), Corrabeeher (147.08), Demaheltybeg (70.43),
Derrynawana (211.77), Drumbibe (197.07), (256.12), Greaghglass
(237.52), Greaghrevaghbeg (96.04). Gubnaveagh (12.9), Knockacul
lion (0.31), Mulinashillagh (110.02). Total 2,030.54 acres.
John Brady was bom in The Cock and Punch-bowl Inn in
Church St, Cavan. He became a successful London ddctor and was
MP for Leitrim from 1852 to 1880 when he was forced to resign by the
Home Rule party because he had become too old. In 1854 he acquired
the above estates in the Encumbered Estates Court.
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LANDLORDS IN 19th CENTURY

One of the principal reasons for the wretched condition of the
tenantry particularly in the first half of the last century was absentee
landlords with no interest in the betterment of their tenants. Only
the Percy family of Garadice resided permanently on their estates in
the Ballinamore area. The rest operated through agents and bailiffs
who were more disliked by the tenants than were the actual
landlords. The tenants were virtually all tenants at will which meant
they could be evicted without redress. All improvements to their
holdings were reckoned to belong to the landlord and tenants who
tried to improve were liable to have their rents increased.
Campbell-Foster writing from Ballinamore in 1845 outlined the
consequences of this as follows: 'Point out any sloviness to any
tenant, ask him why he does not keep his farm tidy and try and
improve it, his answer immediately is 'what is the use of improving
to have it valued anew at the next rent-day and be made to pay a
higher rent for it'.
The following list of landlords and their estates in the parish are
based on Griffith's Valuations (1857).

Leitrim Local Studies

Catherine Penelope Jones:
Ardrum (0.68 acres), Camagh (288.6), Castleroggy (105.81),
Cloverhill (97.91), Comacreagh (2.21), Corramartin (61.62), Dromore
(45.91), Aghoo West (0.21), Tully (101.64), Foghera (59.15),
Kiltymoodan (177.94), Kiltynashinnagh (181.80), Stradermott (93.11).
Total 1,216.59.
Catherine Pelelope Jones was an absentee landlady from Hagle
Place, Maidstone, Kent. The Jones family were landlords of the
Ballinamore estates from the end of the 17th century. She passed her
estates to George Marsham in the 1880s and he held them until they
were bought out under the Land Purchase Acts.

Touche family held the Ballinamore estates until they were bought
out by the tenants under the Land Purchase Acts. In 1868 William
Robert La Touche leased the lands of Creevy and Tomloskan to John
Alexander La Touche, Wilton Vaugh, his executor and trustee, rented
these lands, some 393 acres to Dr Patrick Mulcahy the local doctor, for
a fixed annual rent. In 1907 Mulcahy sold his interests in Ballyduff to
Patrick Geoghegan and James Geoghegan for a sum of £1,400. In 1909
the lands were bought out for £3,841 by the Geoghegan brothers
under the 1903 Wyndham Land Act from Mary La Touche and
Charlotte Isabella Studdert, both of Delgany, Co Wicklow and
vendors of the property.

John King:
Cornacrieve (71.3), Comageeragh (127.63), Cromlin (158.06),
Curmabania (620.14), Dernasmallan (213.03), Derrinkehir McDonald
(230.03), Derrinkehir Brady (120.03), Killymadderoe (118.33), Ought
eragh (223.78), Prabagh (164.67), Unsinagh (141.17). Total 2,188.3
acres.

William Percy, Garadice:
Aghaleague (122.85), Lahard (144.82), Knockanroe (94.29),
Kildoragh (161.87), Kilrush (120.45), Aghyowla (103.0), Bulganard
(29.87), Cannaboe (101.20), Cleenaghoo (198.26), Clendargan (207.66),
Corgar (123.64), Curraghsillaun (63.66), Dromore (96.84), Ardmeenan
(198.26), Lisnatullagh (143.96), Drumlonnan (122.83). Total 2,104.25
acres.

Peter D. Latouche:
Tomloskan (144.34), Drumbad (141.76), Aghadark (125.1),
Ardrum (409.58), Cornawall (227.73), Callowhill (9.53), Derrinkeher
Roycroft (280.04), Drumany (98.74), Creevy (284.06), Kiltybarden
(287.83), Moher (146.40), Drumkeen (224.81), Killaneen (258.75), Mayo
(230.22), Tullyoscar (111.93). Total 2,980.81 acres.
Originally the La Touches came to Dublin as part of a Huguenot
inflow in the 1690s. The first of them, David Digges La Touche,
became a cloth dealer and later diversified in 1716 into banking. The
La Touche Bank was one of the most progressive and safest banks in
Dublin in the 18th century. During the 1750s and 1760s the bank
channelled its profits into rural land purchase in north Wicklow at
Bellevue, Delgany where David II established his country seat, in
Kildare (Harrestpwn) and in South Leitrim. In 1766 David purchased
estates in the vicinity of Ballinamore including Creevy and Ballyduff
from William Gore of Woodford. In 1783 Peter La Touche, heir to the
Wicklow and Leitrim estates entered Parliament for Leitrim. He
extended the family's interest in Leitrim in 1793 by purchasing the
Arigna Iron-works at £25,000 and spent a further £55,000 on it with
no return. He was MP for Leitrim from 1802-20. The La Touche Bank
in Castle St, Dublin continued to flourish until after 1845 when the
entry of joint-stock banks into the Irish financial scene absorbed the
few remaining Dublin private banks including La Touche's. The La

Alexander Percy, Willowfield:
Killadough (59.41), Killaghlasheen (57.47), Aghatawney (6.33).
Total 123.31 acres.
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Matilda Shanley, Corachole (90.11), William Shanley, Aghatawney (60.60).
John O Brien, Dernaheltymore (464.41).
James McLaughlin, Fohera, Altakeeran (804.26), Ballynameeltogue (29.85). Total 834.11 acres.
Hugh O Brien, Drumsna (agent of La Touche), Stralongford
(356.20), Tullyiackanmore (136.59), Pottore (299.23). Total 801.02 acres.
Rev. Walter Payton, Gulnaveagh. Total 770.2 acres.
Charles Rolleston, Knockacullion. Total 630.37 acres.
Lord Bishop of Kilmore (est. Church), Tullylackanbeg (125.89),
Seltonunshin (824.86). Total 950.75.
Rev. Daniel O. Etough, Drumdartan Glebe, Greaghrevaghmore
Glebe (192.31), Miscaun Glebe (300.31). Total 622.45.
William Ormsby Gore, Lisnatullagh (158.42), Longstone (110.76).
Total 269.19.
Edward Maguire, Lisacarn. Total 241.0. Patrick Kiernan,
Drumrackan. Total 277.82. James Kiernan, Knockacullion. Total
1,107.04.

IX

ORANGE AND GREEN
1820-50
I

In 1831 there were 1,117 Protestants in Oughteragh, 13% of the
population. The vicar was Rev. Francis Percy (1806-35), a member of a
prominent local landed family. He lived in the rectory in Drumdartan
Glebe. He was reasonably well-off with an income of £240 from the
tithes of the parish which were paid by both Catholics and
Protestants. He had a further £240 in rents from the glebe lands of
Drumdartan, Miscawn, Greaghrevagh and a farm of thirty acres in
Drumdartan. He served the church in Ballinamore which had Service
twice on Sundays during the summer and once during the winter and
on festivities. In 1835 the church was described as dilapidated and
dangerous and only 20% attended Sunday Service regularly. There
were two Orange Lodges in the parish, Ballinamore (No. 395) and
Corgar (No. 332). In 1824 William Lawder of Mough was grand-master
of the Ballinamore Lodge and William Foster grand-master of Corgar.
Protestants owned most of the better land in the south-east of the
parish. In 1833, fifty-three percent of the land classified in the Tithe
Applotment Books as first class was in their hands. So also were the
majority of the bigger businesses in the town, though a Catholic
business class was beginning to emerge by the mid-19th century
(Sharpley, McLaughlin, Heeran). The privileged position of the
Protestant minority as members of the Established Church coupled
with their economic ascendency caused resentment among Catholics.
On the other side of the sectarian divide were 7,332 Catholics who
were much poorer and occupied most of the poorer land. Some of them
were refugees from Ulster pogroms just thirty years before and it is
reasonable to presume that they still nurtured bitter memories of the
circumstances that forced them to leave. This introduced an Ulster
dimension into the sectarian divide. The Catholics resented having to
pay the tithe to support the protestant clergy. In 1829, for example,
Samuel Biggs, a church warden for Lower Drumreilly, was attacked
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and left for dead by three men while collecting the tithe. In 1833
Catholics in Lisacarne and Clogher refused to allow in the tithe
assessors who had to be satisfied with an estimated-valuation which
they hoped the people would pay. There are examples especially in
Cloone, Aughavas and Gortletteragh, of people being visited by
Rockites and made promise not to pay the tithe.

Lieutenant McCarthy, who was in command of a section of the army in
Ballinamore was denying that any such threat existed and claiming
that all was quiet in the area.

NEW REFORMATION AND ARDRUM HILL

CATHOLIC EMERGENCE
Catholics were beginning to emerge from the shadows of the
penal laws and to assert themselves under the leadership of the clergy
in both the religious, business and political fields. Oughteragh
Catholics found leadership from Fr Hugh O’Reilly who was appointed
appointed parish priest in 1815. He built the first Catholic church in
the town in 1820 thereby putting Catholics on equal footing with
their Protestant neighbours. In 1825 along with a newly emerging
Catholic business class in the town he formed a branch of
O'Connell's Catholic Association of which John Charles Sharpley
was treasurer. The growth of the Catholic Association and the onset
of Catholic Emancipation made Protestants feel their ascendency
threatened.
The landed gentry felt even more threatened by the growth in
Ribbon activity in the south of the county. Their fear was reflected in
their letters to Dublin Castle in which they tried to exaggerate the
disturbed state of the county in the hope of panicking the authorities
into sending them protection. John Lawder of Mough felt particularly
vulnerable as he was a county magistrate living in a backward place.
He was seeking permanent protection at Fenagh as so also were the
Peytons or Driny looking for it at Keshcarrigan. Lawder spoke of large
numbers being recruited into the Ribbonmen, of large quantities of
arms available to 'the lower classes'. Horn-blowing, lights in houses
and crowds moving around late at night were all cited by him as signs
of growing unrest. Acheson O Brien who had lands at Aghoo wrote to
the Castle in 1825 requesting permission to search for arms locally.
Lawder went as far as predicting an up-rising in 1824. He was
probably aware of prophecies attributed to St Columcille that were
doing the rounds among the peasantry, from whose ranks the
Ribbonmen were drawn, predicting the end of the world in 1825; that
it would be preceeded by the final overthrow of heresy which meant
protestantism, the destruction of the Protestant state and the injustice
it imposed on them and the taking of revenge for historic wrongs on
their Protestant neighbours. While Lawder was predicting a rebellion,

The Second Reformation which broke over the country in the
1820s heightened sectarian tensions still further ushering in a period
of controversy and bigotry. Bands of evangelical preachers descended
on the towns and villages of Ireland preaching against what they
described as 'the errors of Romanism'. They were zealous to the point
of being wreckless devoting more energy to denouncing Catholicism
than to propounding their own beliefs. They made exaggerated claims
of conversions from Catholicism to Protestantism. Catholics felt
threatened by this onslaught on their faith.
Against this background violence erupted between the two
communities on 12 July 1826 at Ardrum Hill when a crowd of
Catholics, possibly Ribbonmen, broke up the Orange walk held
annually by the Corgar and Ballinamore Orange lodges. There is little
else we can say with certainty about it. Subsequent Catholic tradition
exaggerated what was a skirmish into a Battle of the Boyne in reverse,
a final breaking of the Protestant ascendency and the triumph of
Catholicism in Ballinamore. The Ballad of Ardrum Hill which
commemorated the event from the Catholic side is shot through with
triumphalism, vengefulness and bigotry of the kind common in 19th
century sectarian ballads. It hailed 'the battle' as a resounding victory
for Catholics although outnumbered ten to one. It described the
protestants as 'scum' and 'ill-bred brats' who had 'sworn to break the
Crucifix' and 'to murder Roman Catholics'; how they attacked Fr
Hugh O'Reilly's house peppering it with gun-shot while the priest sat
inside unperturbed and unharmed reading his Office, — a suggestion
that God was on their side. It called on the public to boycott Michael
Queale and Davy Knott, two Protestant businessmen in the town. This
actually happened and in February 1827 a number of men broke into
the home of two men named O'Reilly and carded them for dealing
with Davy Knott which shows that the boycott was still in place eight
months after the event. The ballad concludes with a toast to Fr Hugh
O'Reilly, Daniel O'Connell and King George IV, — an assertion of
loyalty to the King but not to Orangism. The version of Ardrum Hill in
the ballad made its way into folk memory and survived into this
century.
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The Dublin Morning Post, 19 July 1826, saw it in a different light:
On Wednesday the 12th instant, we are sorry to say, a most
unpleasant, and indeed a truly unfortunate circumstance
occurred in the vicinity of Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim. Some of the
members of the two Orange lodges determined on walking in
procession towards Fenagh and on their return were met by a
multitude, not less than 1,000 persons who insisted that their
banners should be taken down; this mandate was disregarded,
but they stated that as their intention was merely to walk to
town, if suffered to do so peacefully, they would engage to break
up quietly. A friendly understanding had therefore been created
and as it is stated to us, the leaders of both sides were about to
depart when a man named Loughlin ran out from amongst his
friends and struck one of the orange party. After some time the
orangemen gave way and retreated towards Ballinamore where
having procured some firearms they determined to defend
themselves. Several shots were now discharged, and in
consequence two persons have been seriously wounded . . .

William was dressed up for the occasion. This was the last attempt to
hold an Orange walk in Ballinamore town.
II

FR TOM MAGUIRE, APOLOGIST AND PREACHER

The report admits that this version might not have been correct in
every particular as it was pieced together from many versions then in
circulation.
The incident was deemed important enough for the authorities to
hold a public enquiry. Some protestants were arrested but were
released on bail. In August 1826 Fr Hugh O'Reilly felt sufficiently
worried about the progress of the enquiry to lodge a complaint with
the authorities about the partisan way in which the Ballinamore
magistrates were conducting it. The evidence relative to the enquiry
perished in the Custom House fire in 1922 and as a result we are left
without further information on what happened.
Two years later the Orangemen tried to revive the walk. The
Catholics were determined that they would not walk. Army
re-inforcements were drafted into town from Boyle and Belturbet. On
the morning of the 12th word came that crowds armed with pikes and
pitchforks were gathering about two miles outside the town. The army
with a section of the Clare Militia marched out to confront them but
when the crowd saw them approaching they fled across the fields.
Nine arrests were made. Afterwards the Orangemen agreed not to
march but to wear the emblems of their Order and the statue of King

It was against the background of the New Reformation and the
onslaught of the evangelical preachers that Fr Tom Maguire rose,
almost overnight, from being a humble Kilmore parish priest to be one
of the country's best known clerics. He was bom in Tiroogan,
Kinawley, Co. Fermanagh in 1792. His mother, Judith Maguire, was a
sister of Dr Patrick Maguire, OFM, Co-adjutor Bishop of Kilmore
(1818-26) and parish priest of Templeport. He was educated at a
classical school near Ballyconnell before entering Maynooth for the
diocese of Kilmore in 1813. He was ordained in the parish church of
Templeport in 1816. He served first as curate in Templeport (1816-18),
parish priest in Lower Drumreilly (1818-25), Drumkeerin (Inishmagrath) (1825-35) and Ballinamore (1835-47).
It was in Drumkeerin that he first came to national prominence.
On 22 November 1827, while addressing a public meeting in
Carrick-on-Shannon, he issued what was seen as a challenge to Rev.
Mr Pope, one of the best known of the evangelical preachers, to engage
him in public theological debate. The challenge was quickly taken up
by Pope and the Lecture Room of the Dublin Institute in Sackville
Street (O'Connell St), Dublin, chosen as the venue. Pope was to refute
the Catholic doctrines of Infallibility, Purgatory and Transubstantiation while Maguire would refute the Protestant doctrines of private
interpretation of the Bible, the justification of the Reformation, and
the claim of the Protestant Church to possess the unity of the one true
Church of Christ.
On the day the discussion commenced thousands crowded
Sackville Street for what had become the best publicised theological
debate ever held in Ireland. People paid high sums of money to gain
admission, amongst them the president of Maynooth, Dr Crotty and
Dr Higgins, Professor of Dogma, both of whom were a little
apprehensive about the ability of this little known Kilmore priest to
take on the most experienced of the evangelicals. The sessions were
chaired by Daniel O'Connell for Maguire and Admiral Oliver for
Pope. Maguire was less than convincing in the early stages until
Richard Coyne, a well-known Dublin printer and bookseller, noticed

168

169

Leitrim Local Studies

that Pope was using arguments from a work entitled Leslie's Case
Stated with which Maguire was unacquainted. Coyne gave Maguire a
copy of Manning's Anszver to Rev. C. Leslie's Case Stated which
contained ready-made replies to Pope's arguments. From here on he
hurled quotation after quotation from the early Fathers of the Church
af Pope who, knowing very little about the Fathers, was dumbfounded
and was incapable of making a reply. The discussion ended after six
days on 25 April 1827, both sides claiming victory. The majority of
those present who commented on the outcome gave the verdict to
Maguire. Perhaps John Henry North, K.C. summed up the whole
affair best of all:

s

1'
\

The discussion with all its local celebrity will pass in the course of
a few short years into oblivion and leave the great argument just
where it stood before Maguire and Mr. Pope were ever heard by
the people.

Certainly Fr Maguire did not pass into oblivion amongst Irish
Catholics. For the remainder of the century he would be remembered,
especially in Kilmore, as the champion of their cause against the
reformers.

"•

III
FR MAGUIRE CHARGED WITH SEDUCTION

(

While Fr Maguire was in Dublin preparing for the Pope
discussion he got a letter from Jane McGarahan, daughter of
Bartholemew McGarahan, the local inn-keeper in Drumkeerin,
accusing him of seducing her sister Anne. After he had moved to
Drumkeerin he lodged for a time with the McGarahans, who were
Protestants, while his own house was undergoing repairs and became
friendly with the family. Jane's charge shocked him and he wrote in
reply: 'Need I say, Jane, how much your letter astonished and
confounded me. Gracious God, how is it possible for you to suspect
me of what you intimated . ..' Despite his protestations of innocence
the McGarahans pushed ahead with the case, suing for damages on
the grounds that 'he debauched and carnally knew her, thereby the
said Anne McGarahan became pregnant'. The trial which opened on
13 December 1827 was evidently an attempt by his opponents to use
Anne McGarahan to destroy his reputation. Bartholemew McGarahan

Fr Tom Maguire
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swore that Maguire had given his daughter ten pounds to go to
England and promised on her return to marry her. He also swore that
Maguire had promised to give her £300 if she swore that the
prosecution was a fabrication. Both Anne and Jane McGarahan
produced incriminating letters allegedly written by Maguire which
were easily shown by Daniel O'Connell, who defended Maguire, to be
forgeries. In an effort to show that they were both ladies of ill-repute
O'Connell brought forward local dissolute characters to swear that
they had carnal knowledge of both of them. The case collapsed and the
jury after an absence of a half hour returned a verdict of not guilty.
Catholics rejoiced at the acquittal of their hero of what they saw as 'a
foul conspiracy'. His carriage was drawn through the streets of Dublin
to a Mr Nichol's house in Merchant's Quay.

IV

shouted, “Victoria, Victoria, see how they run". He accused Maguire
of deserting the field while Maguire's supporters hailed him as a hero
once again.
FR MAGUIRE'S REPUTATION AS A PREACHER
Between 1827 and 1843 he gained a reputation as a preacher who
was in demand for charity sermons to raise money for churches. His
Lenten sermons in St Francis Church, Merchant's Quay and St Therese's
Church, Clarendon St, attracted huge crowds. According to the
Freeman's journal 'his name was sufficient to draw a crowd'. After a
sermon his clothes would be saturated with sweat and he would
plunge a red hot poker into a glass of whiskey and drink it down as a
precaution against colds. He reached his peak as a preacher in 1842-3
and afterwards inexplicably receded from public life. Perhaps the pace
of life had taken its toll on his health.

CLARE ELECTION 1829

HIS DEATH IN SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES

Two years later Fr Maguire was able to re-pay his indebtedness to
O'Connell by travelling to Clare to help him fight the Clare Election of
1829. His forceful personality, trenchant rhetoric and his reputation as
champion of the Catholic cause made him a major asset in the
campaign. He travelled from polling booth to polling booth along with
Fr John Murphy of Corofin giving fearless leadership to a hitherto
timid electorate. He reminded them that this was their first
opportunity of voting for a Catholic. He succeeded in wooing huge
blocks of votes from two of the county's most influential landlords —
Vesey Fitzgerald and Augustine Butler. “Let every renegade to his
God and country follow Vesey Fitzgerald and let every true Catholic
follow me". The result of the election was a sweeping victory for
O'Connell in which Maguire's influence was said to be decisive.

In 1839 he was again involved in public debate, this time with
Rev. Thresham Gregg of Trinity College. The debate which began on
29 May and lasted for nine days was going nowhere from the start.
The Freeman's journal wrote 'the sooner the discussion ends the better
for religion and morality'. Maguire himself was anxious to see the end
partly because he was ill and partly because he saw it was getting
nowhere. When he finally withdrew Gregg jumped onto the table and

He was parish priest of Ballinamore from 1835 where he lived in
his own private house known as Munroe Cottage in Ardrum. In 1843
he was responsible for having Aughnasheelin church built. He died
unexpectedly from what was thought to be an attack of gout on 2
December 1847 in the heart of the Great Famine. His funeral was the
largest ever witnessed in the area, the starving peasantry drawing the
funeral carriage all the way to Kilnavart cemetery where a granite cross
now marks his grave. On 14 February 1848 the Anglo Celt published a
startling revelation that Fr Tom's body had been exhumed because
there were just grounds to believe that he had died 'by some unjust
means'. The just grounds mentioned in The Anglo Celt was the
mysterious death of his brother, Terence, and his wife, Anna, who had
lived with him prior to his death. Both were found to have large
quantities of arsenic in their stomachs. Fr Tom's body was also found
to contain a quantity of arsenic. His former house-keeper, Mary
Reynolds and an accomplice Hugh Quinn were tried for his murder
but acquitted. Reynolds was also tried with two accomplices, John and
Pat Reilly, for the murder of Terence Maguire and his wife but was
again acquitted. The two Reillys were sentenced to be hanged.
There are many unanswered questions surrounding his death.
That he was poisoned there is no doubt but who did it and for what
motive, seeing that he had long withdrawn from public controversy?
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Was it revenge by his Protestant opponents and if so what was the
motive for killing his brother and sister-in-law? Did the law run its
course in acquitting Reynolds and Quinn? These questions can never
be answered now. In the context of a life of controversy where he was
seen as the champion of the Catholic cause against the new reformers,
Catholics, then and subsequently, cannot be blamed for concluding
that he was poisoned by his opponents. The McGarahan affair, which
was an attempt to destroy him, re-inforced this conclusion. For them it
was indeed the only explanation. There is one other possibility, that it
might have been the Molly Maguires who did it because of the success
of his campaign against them in the area. Thomas Campbell-Foster in
a letter written from Ballinamore on 22 August 1845, two years before
Maguire's death, had this to say on the state of the area:

This county is the centre of the Molly Maguire disturbances.
Numerous robberies of arms have taken place, threatening
notices have been common, and some very shocking
assassinations have been committed in it. In the earlier part of
the year the stipendiary magistrate of the district, Captain
McLeod, was shot dead in his car, close to the lodge of a
gentleman's house where he was dining, near the town . . . The
Rev. T. Maguire, better known in the neighbourhood as 'Father
Tom' a gentleman who some year ago obtained much celebrity in
a theological discussion with a protestant clergyman named
Pope — has exerted himself among the poor Roman Catholic
peasantry, in pointing out to them the futility as well as the crime
which they were pursuing, and all the muskets which had been
seized by force, save two, have been returned by the peasants to
his house, sixteen muskets and two or three cases of pistols have
thus been returned . . .
This, however, is a remote possibility and the motive for the
death of Fr Tom Maguire, his brother and sister-in-law, must remain
one of the secrets of history.

X

THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION THAT
NEVER WAS
INTRODUCTION
Although iron-smelting in mid-Leitrim had ceased by the
middle of the 18th century the belief lived that Sliabh an larainn still
held mineral wealth that might one day be tapped to bring a
mini-industrial revolution to the area. McParlan's Statistical Survey of
the County of Leitrim (1802) boasted of the high quality iron-ore to be
found in Sliabh an larainn and also coal, pipe-clay and yellow ochre.
Atkinson in Ireland in the Nineteenth Century published in 1833 made
exaggerated claims for the great mineral wealth of the mountain
which he described as 'this vast mineral property ... in a virginal
state'. He claimed that it had 'inexhaustible stores of iron-stone, coal,
black and yellow ochres, limestone, fire-clay, fine potter's clay,
fuller's earth, black and red pottery clay, pipe-clay, stone for
building, slate for roofs, clay for bricks, each superior in their kind ..
.' He suggested that with capital investment in the area work could
be provided for 10,000 individuals, 'the by far greater part of whom
are idle and in a comparatively starving state'. 'Hence the labouring
poor who walk naked and unemployed over all its (Sliabh an larainn)
dormant minerals, present to the view of humanity a true subject of
commiseration and a wretched picture of the narrow and blasting
policy of that county . . .' With a view to servicing the new mining
zone Atkinson suggested a canal linking the Shannon to the Erne
which later became a reality.
This and other exaggerated claims had, as we have seen
elsewhere, a propaganda value aimed at boosting the value of what
was otherwise valueless mountain-side. The latent mineral wealth of
the Lough Allen basin including Sliabh an larainn that held out
promise of a future industrial revolution was used to sell the
Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal as a viable project and later still
the Cavan and Leitrim Railway. While coal-mining was carried on on
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the southern slope of Sliabh an Iarainn down to 1 January 1990 the
industrial revolution of which Atkinson dreamt never materialised.

to be sold, a quantity of sow-iron, mine and coal and other
materials fit for works. Proposals to be received by William
Gore, Esquire at Woodford or at his house in Mary St and by Mr
Lewis Meares in Capel St, Dublin dated 25 August 1774.

I
BALLINAMORE IRON-WORKS

It is not known exactly when the Ballinamore iron-works were
established. The first mention of them is in 1695. They were situated
between the present canal and the convent. During the laying of the
water and sewage mains for the town in the late 1930s. quantities of
slag and some samples of iron ore were unearthed in this area.
McParlan speaks of easily accessible supplies of ore on both sides of
the mountain. He says the ore in Sliabh an Iarainn was superior to
that on the opposite side of Lough Allen in Arigna but that when
both were mixed they produced iron equal to any other country. The
tradition of iron-mining in the face of Sliabh an Iarainn is long dead.
It was most likely open-cast mining.
The smelting was done by a charcoal furnace that required huge
quantities of wood as it was never extinguished day or night. It was
fanned by a bellows worked from a water-wheel. The molten iron
flowed down into a sump and from there through an opening into
sand moulds where it cooled and hardened. This was known as
sow-iron. It was next re-heated and hammered by special hammers
again worked by a water-wheel. Finally, it was cut into bars in the
slitting mill. In the first half of the 18th century similar works were
operating in Drumshambo, Castlefore and Swanlinbar. The fact that
local forests were able to supply huge quantities of charcoal needed
for smelting for over fifty years is an indication of the extent of
Leitrim's primeval forests.
By the middle of the 18th century Leitrim's iron-smelting was on the
decline, most likely because the forests were becoming exhausted.
On the 27-29 August 1774 Faulkner's Dublin Journal carried the
following advertisement offering to set the Ballinamore works which
was then owned by William Gore of Newtowngore.
To be set from the first day of December next the iron-works of
Ballinamore in the county of Leitrim viz. The furnace, forge,
slitting-mill with all conveniences of mine yards, coal-yards,
store house, and houses of workmen as also a house, garden
and farm for any person who takes the works to dwell in. And

This advertisement shows that Ballinamore iron-works in its
hey-day was a sizeable complex. There were obviously no takers as
the following year Pues Occurrences of 20-24 September carried
the following notice:—
This is to give notice that the Iron-Works belonging to William
Gore, Esq. at Ballinamore are now going where any person may
be supplied with any quantity of rod-iron they shall have
occasion for, by applying to Martin Armstrong, Esquire at the
said works. Note:— the said iron is much smaller cut and better
handled than any here-to-fore made at the said works, he
having employed one of the best slitters from England. The said
iron-works, which are in extraordinary good repair, are to be let
from the first day of May next, for any terms of years that can be
agreed on. Proposals to be received by the said William Gore at
Woodford in the Co. Leitrim or Lewis Meares, Esquire, in Capel
St, Dublin.

Although it was described as a going concern its owner was
obviously anxious to get rid of it as its days were numbered. This is
all we know of the iron-works and we can only presume that it fell
into decay after this. No trace of it remained in 1835 during the first
Ordnance Survey.

II
LINEN INDUSTRY (1760-1820)

In 1760 efforts were being made by the Linen Board to develop a
linen industry in Leitrim and weavers were encouraged to come and
settle in the county. A monthly linen market was established in
Ballinamore by Theophilus Jones, the absentee landlord, in 1760. It
was quite successful according to a report of the Linen Board the
following year and premiums totalling £20.16 were paid to producers
in an effort to encourage the production of more and better quality
linen. As there were no bleach-greens most of the 22,000 yards of
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linen produced in the county had to be sent out of it for bleaching. To
remedy this it was planned to set up two bleach-greens, one at
Ballinamore and the other at Mount Campbell near Drumsna. In 1762
the Mount Campbell green was operational but there was still no
word of one in Ballinamore by 1763.
It would seem that the linen industry did not take off in the
Ballinamore area as was hoped. In 1796 despite government
incentives there were only five acres of flax in the whole of
Oughteragh, just over an acre in Fenagh and between three and four
in Drumreilly. The main flax areas in the county at the time were
Carrigallen, Cloone, Mohill and Kiltoghert.
A report on the state of linen in the county in 1817 paints a
picture of almost total failure:

The county at the present day must be classed under the
heading of a yarn county, the little that is done in the weaving
department giving it no claim to that of a linen manufacturing
one ... at present there is only one small linen market in it
which is held in Ballinamore ... It appears from the returns
made, that the general business of this county both in linen and
yarn is very inconsiderable compared with other places, not
amounting in value, as it is supposed, to more than £20,000
annually.
The report goes on to say that there were eighteen yarn fairs in the
county and four bleach-greens owned by Alexander Norris,
Ballyduff, John Gerard, Bushill, Francis West, Keelderea and John
Algea, Glanboy.
According to tradition Norris came from Armagh and leased the
flax and corn-mill at Ballyduff from La Touche about 1808. Further
down the river in Creevy Park he had a bleach-green. Turf for the
bleach-green were cut on Mayo bog. He brought in linen workers
from Donegal — Sweeneys, O'Dowds, Boyles and settled them in
Tullyoscar. The Boyles, according to tradition, were the masons who
built Ballyduff house. The scutch-mill in Kiltynasinnagh combined a
corn-mill and beatling mill for flax. In the years following the
Napoleonic wars the linen industry declined and Norris ran into
financial difficulties with the La Touche Bank and had to leave the
country bringing to a virtual close Ballinamore's history as a linen
market. Norris's mill continued to be worked as a corn-mill by
Michael McGovern, and the 'Scutch-mill' was still working as a corn
and beatling mill owned by Alexander Knott in 1855 which shows
,
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that there was still some flax-growing in the area. In 1850 John
Gerard's flax mill and bleach green in Bushill were still working.

Ill

COAL MINING IN BENCROY
The tradition of prospecting in the southern face of Sliabh an
Iarainn goes back to the beginning of the last century. It is preserved
in the folklore of the area in stories like that of 'Roaring Nixon'
supposed to have been a prospector from England who was
abandoned by his mates on the mountain and died of exposure. Ever
afterwards his roar was said to have been heard along the rocks of
Gubnaveagh and that 'it would shake the plates on the dresser'. The
threat of Nixon was used to frighten children to keep them from
going out after dark. Most of the mining was on a non-commercial
basis and the people engaged in it were called 'hoakers'. In 1877
Patrick Gallagher, Aghlin, opened a mine or pit in Ballinameeltoge,
the eye of which is still to be seen. It failed and in 1878 was marked
'abandoned'. Mining was later carried on in Gubnaveagh by a family
called Roache from Coalisland.

BENCROP COLLIERY
In 1925 Tom Cull and Paddy Gannon, the latter an Arigna miner,
opened the Bencroy Colliery. It reached its peak in the years of World
War II (1939-45) when it employed fifty to sixty men. The coal was
drawn by lorry and by a number of carters to the railway station in
Ballinamore. The seam of coal ranged from 13 to 18 inches with 21
inches in places and the blasted rock was used for 'brushing' or
pit-propping. The coal was taken out on hutches running on rails —
one man hutching for every two cutters. The men were paid by the
quantity of coal cut. In 1947 Bencroy Colliery was turning out twenty
tons a day. Initially the coal had to be carried down in creels to the
road but later a proper siding was put in for carts and lorries and also
a weigh-bridge. Nearby there was a forge for sharpening coal-picks
and also a house or store for the explosives used in blasting the rock.
By 1950 the demand for native coal was falling off. Bencroy
Colliery was sold to Paddy Wynne who continued to work the mines,
producing coal for the ESB coal-fired electricity station at Arigna. The
decision to close the station put paid to mining in the Lough Allen
basin. On 1 January 1990 mining ceased in Gubnaveagh.
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IV

HINCHCLIFFE FLAG-QUARRY — KNOCKACULLION
Towards the end of the last century a gentleman called
Hinchcliffe opened a flag-quarry on Belbeg in Knockacullion. Local
tradition remembers very little about him, where he came from or
how he happened to come to Sliabh-an-Iarainn. The flags were cut
and dressed with a 'plug and feather' and taken down the mountain
on a four-mile track of railway, known locally as 'the tram', to a
siding along the main road in Frank Murray's land. The bogies were
returned drawn by asses. We do not know how long the operation
lasted but it was still going in the early years of this century. It finally
failed and the railway was sold off. The following items were on offer
at the auction: 25 steel bars, 9 large crow-bars, 18 valuable picks, 14
shovels, 5 hammers, iron wedges, a mile of railway track, quantity of
wire rope.
IV

Johnny Mahon, Padraie McTague, Michael John McTague (1990).

BALLINAMORE AND BALLYCONNELL CANAL

Gubnaveagh Pit-head showing coal-hutch and railway. Left to right: Brian Wynne,
Hubert Murray, Derrien, Gerry Murray, do., John Joe Dolan, Corlough.

The possibility of linking the Erne to the Shannon by canal was
first suggested as far back as 1793 by William Chapman, a Newcastle
engineer. Nothing was done about it for another forty-six years, until
1839 when William Mulvanny conducted a survey for the
Commissioners of Public Works in which he explored a number of
possible routes for joining the two waterways. He came down in
favour of a canal from the Shannon at Leitrim village, through
Ballinamore, to the Erne near Belturbet. He estimated that the cost of
the work would be about £167,000. Among the things he claimed
would make the canal commercially viable was the transport of coal
and iron from the Arigna area.
Two further surveys were carried out in 1844 at the behest of
local landlords who were anxious to initiate drainage schemes under
the 1842 Drainage and Navigation Act. The first of these by Charles
Brassington was concerned solely with drainage and the amount of
land that would benefit from it, — an estimated 6,252 acres. The
second by John McMahon was concerned with the canal as a joint
drainage and navigation project. He recommended that it would be
cheaper in this way, costing £110,301. The onset of the Great Famine
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in 1845 made it necessary for local landlords to request the Board of
Works to start the scheme to bring relief to the famine stricken
peasantry. No time was lost and on 30 June 1846 work began on the
new canal as a drainage project giving employment to large numbers
of half-starving peasantry. In 1848 work stopped for want of money
and did not resume until 1849 but by then large areas between
Caroul (near Belturbet) and Castlefore had been relieved of flooding.
In November 1847 the go ahead was given to the canal as a
navigation project. Excavation of the main channel was complete by
1852 although there was still an amount of dredging to be done. A
workshop was opened in Belturbet in May 1850 to produce lock-gates
and iron fittings. The locks, sixteen of them in all, were built between
1849 and 1856 as well as lock-houses and numerous bridges. By 1856
the main channel was still causing trouble due to shoals, slipping
banks, rising bottom etc. and would require constant dredging for
the remainder of the decade.
While the finishing touches were being put on the canal the
Board of Works was making arrangements to have it handed over to
two independent bodies of trustees. The first of these, Ballinamore
and Ballyconnell Drainage Board, consisted of thirteen trustees

appointed for a period of three years by the land proprietors, part of
whose lands were deemed to have been drained by the canal and its
tributaries and who were therefore liable for drainage rates. The
Drainage Board was given power to levy and collect rates annually
sufficient to carry out drainage on 58 miles of rivers, streams and
drains, tributaries of the canal. The Board continued in existence
until recently carrying out maintenance on rivers and drains like
Fohera river, Castleroggy stream, part of the Yellow River, the
Longstone, Edentinny, Drumrane, Moher, Drumkeen, Tullyoscar,
Aghoo, Ardmeenan, Killaglasheen, and George's Lough streams. The
other board, Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Navigation Board, was
responsible for the main channel as a navigation.
A MONUMENT TO WASTED CAPITAL

Sunset on the Canal Basin (1991).

The first official trial on the canal was in 1858 although a number
of boats would have had passed through before that date. In June of
that year a trade-boat with a load of tiles from Florencecourt in
Fermanagh passed through the canal to Ballyduff. It then picked up a
load of gravel which it brought to Lough Allen and returned with a
load of coal to the dredger working at Garadice, the entire journey
taking four weeks. On 16 March 1860, the Ballinamore and
Ballyconnell Canal was officially handed over to the two boards of
trustees. It had taken fourteen years to build and cost £274,272, an
excess of £140,942 over the original estimate.
The canal was a failure as a navigation from the very outset. It
was described as 'a monument to wasted capital and a striking
evidence of the futility of trustee control'. Only between eight and
twenty boats ever used it and only £18 was collected in tolls from a
project costing a quarter of a million to build. In 1868, eight years
after it was officially opened, when J. G. V. Porter tried to bring his
boat, the 'Knockninny', through the canal it took three weeks
because of the poor state of the channel. It was never properly
finished and in handing it over to the trustees the Board of Works
was off-loading responsibility for what was an acknowledged failure
from the start. There were ongoing problems with shoals, drift,
slipping banks, rising bottom, inadequate water levels that could not
be remedied. It was much more successful as a drainage project
reclaiming 1,518 acres in Oughteragh alone that were hitherto
swamp land subject to acute flooding.
In 1865 the Cavan Grand Jury passed a resolution expressing 'the
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utter inutility of this navigation' and expressing the hope that the
Board of Works would not insist on its maintenance beyond what
was necessary for drainage. Ten years later the navigation trustees
were also recommending that the canal be maintained for drainage
only 'as there is not and never has been any traffic of any kind nor is
there likely to be any traffic to justify keeping the navigation in
repair'. In the meantime the canal continued to decline. In 1878 the
lockgates were rotten, the channel choked with mud and weeds and
'utterly useless'.
The Monk Report (1882) summed up its destiny of the canal as
follows:
The evidence submitted to us goes to show that the restoration
of the navigation would be of little benefit, as there would be no
profitable traffic on it. . . The canal has, however, a completely
different aspect when viewed as a drainage work. The evidence
is unanimous that for drainage purposes it is most valuable and
that it is of great importance that it should be maintained as an
arterial drain . . We recommend that no attempt be made at
present to re-establish the navigation with public money and
we are of the opinion that the canal should be handed over to
trustees to be preserved and improved as a drainage work only
with this obligation that the banks of the canal and the masonry
of the locks shall be maintained in good repair so that
navigation may be resumed at some future time without
serious expense if the circumstances of the country shall require
it.

Ballyduff Bridge

The building of the Cavan and Leitrim railway with a branch to
Arigna, the area from which the canal once hoped to draw its
business, put paid to any hope there might have been of re-opening
the canal. From here on it fell increasingly into decline defeating the
purpose for which it was originally started in 1846. The six thousand
odd acres of land it once drained again became subject to flooding.
Recently the hope of it being re-opened has become a reality
with the aid of over twenty million pounds of EC money. This time
the project is being sold as a tourist development which, it is hoped,
will attract large numbers of tourists to Leitrim. Only time will tell if
the volume of tourist traffic using it will justify the expenditure and
if modern engineering can succeed where the original designers
failed.
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The following is a diary account of the different stages in the
construction of the section of the canal from Garadice to St John's
Lough which is relevant to our story. Over this stretch it was
canalised river following the course of the Yellow River. Because of
this each lock had to have a weir, sluice and fish-pass.
Carrickmakeegan bridge was first built in 1855. It collapsed under a
lorry of sand in 1971 and was rebuilt by the Leitrim County Council.
Derrygoan Bridge, a wooden structure, was also built in 1855. It was
replaced by the present bridge in 1920. Lisnatullagh accommodation
bridge was built in 1851 and is now replaced by a new bridge built in
the 1960s. Aghoo Lock (no 4) was built in 1854-5; Aghoo Bridge in
1852-3; Ardrum Lock (No 5) in 1851-2. At Ballinamore the channel
divides. One channel swings to the right into 'the basin' which had a
quay for mooring boats erected by Catherine Penelope Jones in 1848.
The other veers left under a single-arch bridge to Lock No 6 or the
'Nuns' Lock' built in 1849-50. At Corrabeeher the course of the
yellow river was diverted under Kiltybardan road into St John's
Lough to secure proper water supply for Lock No 7 at Ballyduff, built
in 1853-'4. The Board of Works ran into trouble with mills along the
entire route of the canal. Sharpley's mill in Stradermot was affected
by the new canal. John Charles Sharpley sued for compensation but
his case was dismissed on a technicality in 1851. It was taken up
again by his widow and in the end the Board of Works bought the
mill in 1856 paying £400 to Mrs Sharpley and £700 to the landlady,
Catherine Penelope Jones. It was converted into a workshop and
forge for the canal. The lock-house, eight in all, were built in 1856-7.
The Ballinamore lock-house was opposite the present community
centre and the keeper was expected to service locks 5, 6 and 7
(Ardrum, Aghadark, Ballyduff). A tow-path or horse-walk was built
along the canal to facilitate horse-drawn boats. It was fenced from the
adjoining land and was gravelled. In 1851 beacons were put down to
mark the course of the canal through lakes.

Railway station showing offices and station master's house.
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V

CAVAN AND LEITRIM RAILWAY

I

The idea of building a railway from Dromod to Ballinamore was
first suggested to the Midland Great Western Railway Co. in 1872 by

Dromod passenger train (1957). Engine no 5 (Violet).
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the Grand Jury for Leitrim. When they showed no interest the project
was taken up independently by a number of local landlords. They
held a public meeting in Ballinamore chaired by the Earl of Kingston
on 14 September 1883 at which it was resolved that:

a light railway to connect Belturbet, Ballyconnell, Ballinamore,
Mohill and Dromod with a steam tramway along the road from
Ballinamore to Drumshanbo, Arigna and Boyle will meet the
present requirements of this district and will open up the coal
and iron districts of Arigna and Lough Allen . . .

A provisional committee was set up with James O. Lawder,
Lawderdale House (Mough) acting as secretary. James Barton, a
well-known engineer, was employed to survey the route. Public
meetings were then held in Boyle, Drumshanbo and Ballyconnell to
sell the project to the people. On 12 October at a general meeting it
was decided to go ahead with a three foot gauge railway (narrow
gauge) at an estimated cost of £4,200 a mile and the tramway £2,300 a
mile. On 3 December a new company was registered the Cavan
Leitrim and Roscommon Light Railway and Tramway Co. Ltd with
capital of £300,000 in £5 shares. The high expectations of the
entrepreneurs of the new railway were set out in a pamphlet under
the name of James O. Lawder. In an effort to sell the idea to the public
he over-estimated the projected receipts to an average of £6 per mile
per week and under-estimated expenditure to half of income. As
happened in the case of the canal great play was made of the
potential mineral wealth of the Arigna-Lough Allen district to
sustain the railway.
Before the government would sanction the new railway the
company had to get a guarantee from the Grand Juries of the three
counties involved that certain baronies or parts of them, — roughly
an area of five miles along the route of the line — would guarantee a
dividend of 5% on the share capital. The Grand Juries would have to
make good any deficits incurred by the railway and should it show a
deficit for two consecutive years ownership of the railway would
pass to the Grand Juries who would then be compelled to operate it
at the expense of the ratepayers. In this way the directors, who were
landed gentry, had succeeded in having their investment guaranteed
and also in off-loading any future liability the railway might incur to
the ratepayer. The new company had no trouble in getting the
baronial guarantee from the Grand Juries but Roscommon had

Staff of the Narrow Gauge in 1920s. Front: Tommy Boyle, Pee Gilheany, Andy
Warlow, James Gilronan, Hughie Maher, Peter Casey, Willie Lyttle, Pat McTague,
John Leathern, Ned Canning (with children), Frank Sweeney, Tom O'Rourke
(apron), Hughie O'Reilly (hat), Joe Shanks, Phil Murphy, Willie Kellett,
-------------------, Jimmy Rudden, John McTague. In the engine cab: Ned Callery,
Johnny Leddy. Standing on the engine (I. to r.):------------------ ,------------------ ,
Matt Fay, Johnny Maher, Johnny Lunny, ------------------ , -------------------, Pee
Connell, Paddy Rowley,-------------------. Seated on the engine tank:-------------------,

Johnny Shanley, Johnny Leddy (in cab). Front: Hughie Reilly, John Leathern, Jimmy
Sheridan, Phil Murphy, Peter Creegan, Billy Smith, Willie Lyttle, Tom O'Rourke,
Jimmy Kellett, Charlie Tiernan. On the engine: Jimmy Cannon,--------- McCosland,
Patrick McTague, Charlie McCormack,--------- Kennedy (?), Peter O'Connell.
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*

Homeward bound from Drumshan bo. Frank Kelly on engine and Mick Murray
(Guard) on the road.

second thoughts and withdrew their guarantee thereby killing the
proposed section from Arigna to Boyle. Roscommon was dropped
from the official title of the railway which then became the Cavan
and Leitrim Light Railway Co. or simply the Cavan and Leitrim
Railway (C & L). The baronial guarantee earned a great deal of
unpopularity for the C & L especially as the ratepayers had to pay
often as much as 2/- in the pound throughout its entire independent
life to guarantee the shares of a landed class they traditionally hated.
The guarantee was particularly resented by Leitrim County Council
which replaced the Grand Jury in 1898. This bad feeling came to a
head in 1906 when bands of ratepayers brandishing blackthorn sticks
gathered outside the courthouse in Carrick-on-Shannon to object to
the proposed extension of the railway from Arigna to the Arigna
Mining Company's mines at Aghabehy which was to be built on a
government grant of £8,000 but the operational loss, if any, would
again be guaranteed by the ratepayers. After two chaotic meetings
held in an atmosphere of intimidation by gangs of irate ratepayers
the County Council chickened out and dropped the proposed
extension. It was eventually laid in 1918 under the Defense of the
Realm Act.
II
WORK BEGINS 1885

Work began on the construction of the main line in Autumn 1885
and proceeded with remarkable speed. The main contractors were
Messrs. Collen Bros. Dublin and Portadown; the contract price
£4,500 per mile. John Lowry & Son, Belfast had the contract for the
buildings and Rogan & Co had the contract for the gate crossings. In
October 1886 a further contract was signed with Collen Bros for the
tramway at a cost of £17,000. A feature of the C & L was the very high
standard of all its buildings. The offices and station-master's
residence in all the stations were smart red brick buildings, the
running sheds, goods stores and work shops were of the finest
cut-stone. Even the gate-houses at level crossings were much
superior to those on the broad gauge lines. While the line was in the
course of construction orders were placed in 1886 for eight engines
with Robert Stevenson & Sons, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. On the
proposal of James O. Lawder, all except Col. White of Cloone agreed
that the engines be called after the directors' daughters: No 1 ISABEL
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(Johnstone, Bawnboy), No 2 KATHLEEN (Burrows, Stradone), No 3
LADY EDITH (Kingston, Rockingham), No 4 VIOLET (Lawder,
Mough), No 5 GERTRUDE (Clements, Mohill), No 6 MAY (Stewart),
No 7 OLIVE (Acton), No 8 QUEEN VICTORIA.
Four of the engines had to be fitted with side sheeting or 'skirts'
to comply with Board of Trade regulations for tramways. These also
laid down that the driver be at the leading part of the engine. Initially
the C & L got over this by reverse working on the tramway to
Drumshanbo and Arigna until it was found to be damaging the track
and had to be abandoned. In 1893 two engines were fitted with
duplicate controls and the unfortunate driver had to stand on the
front of the engine with no protection from the weather except a set
of oil-skins. This practice was quietly abandoned in 1898 and the
driver reverted to his cab. So too were the skirts. The only other
addition to the C & L engines was No 9 or King Edward mentioned
in the ballad on the Narrow Gauge. It was built in 1904 by Stevenson
& Co and was by far the most powerful engine on the narrow gauge.
It was the pride of the C & L. Crowds used to gather at level crossings
to see the King work. In practice it was a white elephant used only on
special occasions like Monachan Fair Day in Mohill, the reason being
it spread the track on sharp bends and to prevent this happening it
had to be operated in reverse. It was eventually scrapped in 1934 after
lying idle for most of its life. In addition to the eight engines ordered
in 1886 orders were also placed for twelve passenger carriages, brake
vans, horse boxes, timber trucks, cattle and goods wagons and ballast
wagons. A number of wagons were built in the shops at Ballinamore.
Wheels and fittings were supplied by Pickerings, Glasgow.

Belturbet passenger train (left to right): fohn Gallagher;Mick Wisley, Frank Kelly,
Frank McKiernan.

FIRST TRAINS 1887
In June 1887 the construction gangs working in opposite
directions met at the Blackwater bridge near Killyran. It was not until
the following October that the C & L got official sanction from the
Board of Trade to officially open the railway for goods and passenger
traffic. From the very start business exceeded expectations and soon
there was a demand for extra rolling stock. Transport of livestock
from local fairs was the railway's biggest source of income. Two
slaughter houses for pigs were opened at Dromod and Ballinamore.
Passenger traffic was also very brisk including excursions to political
meetings and GAA tournaments. Despite all this the financial state of
the railway was never satisfactory, income at £3.10.0 per mile falling

Lower town gates across the road. Market house in background.
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far short of what was predicted in Lawder's pamphlet. As a result the
C & L could never pay a dividend on shares. This had to be met by
the ratepayers under the baronial guarantee. Dr Patrick J. Flanagan,
the historian of the C & L, rightly sees the basic problem of the
railway from the start as springing from the fact that it was sited in
an under-developed area which had neither the commerce nor the
population to sustain it. This remained true throughout its entire
history and were it not for the coal traffic from 1934 onwards it would
have been closed long before 1959.

opened for the staff but when a ban on card-playing was ignored it
was closed in 1901.

IV
BEGINNING OF THE END (1925)

The C & L had other growing pains apart from finance. It had
endless trouble with its initial train crews most of whom were
recruited from the Clogher Valley Railway and the Great Northern
where many of them had been in trouble before coming to the C & L.
Foremost on the list of early drivers to cause trouble were drivers
Michael Gilvarry and Thomas Barber. Their 'irregularities' included
breaking gates at level crossings, speeding on the tram and carrying a
lady on the engine. After numerous cautions Barber was sacked in
1892 and Gilvarry was finally sacked in 1904 and ended up driving
the Leitrim County Council steam-roller. Guard Kiernan, beloved of
all who knew him on the C & L, was in endless trouble because of his
fondness of drink. When he was eventually sacked he still insisted on
joining the train, giving starting signals etc, until the company had to
threaten to take legal action against him. Characters like these may
not have made for efficiency but in their own way they helped to
give character to the C & L that made it unique. The problem of staff
gradually solved itself with the rise of local train crews, John Gaffney,
John Gallagher, John and Barney Leddy, Paddy Rowley, Peter Casey,
Ned Callery, Shanley brothers.
In addition to showing unusual tolerance towards people like
Gilvarry, Barber and Kiernan the company also showed a very keen
interest in the well-being of its work-force. In 1890 two blocks of
houses were built in Lahard and Cannaboe and the reason given was
that 'the men were exposed to temptation staying in drinking shops'.
A recreation ground was also provided on the opposite side of the
Swanlinbar road from the station on the site now occupied by the
houses along Railway Road. The Railway field as it was called was
still in use in the early days of this century and games were played
there in the early days of the GAA. A recreation room was also

In 1925 the C & L was amalgamated wifh the Great Southern
Railway Co (GSR). Amalgamation was sold to all concerned as being
the only way forward. Things did not work out that way although
this was not immediately evident. Control was now from GSR
headquarters in Kingsbridge. It was aloof, bureaucratic, unsym
pathetic. Things continued as usual until 1930 when the first signs of
loss of interest by the GSR began to show. A section of the railway
from Derrenavoggy to Aughabehy was lifted in that year. The
carriage shed which housed the carriages for so long in Ballinamore
was demolished and the carriages allowed rot and deteriorate in the
open until one by one they became unfit for use. Work-shops were
run down, skilled tradesmen transferred and engines scrapped rather
than repaired. From the mid-'thirties the C & L became increasingly
dependent on coal traffic from Leyden's mines in Arigna. Despite the
fact that business was brisk the GSR announced its intention to close
the C & L in 1939. From here on a cloud would hang over it for the
remainder of its life. It was reprieved by the outbreak of World War II
and the war years turned out to be a boom period for it, its crews
doing trojan work battling with bad coal and engines that were
scarcely road-worthy, to provide coal for a fuel starved economy.
In 1945 the narrow gauge was involved in another amalgama
tion, this time between the GSR and Dublin United Transport Co.
forming Coras Iompair Eireann (CIE). The arrival of engine crews
from outside and of engines from the Cork and Passage and
Tralee-Dingle narrow gauge railways following their closure
deprived the C & L of much of its identity in the same way as the
amalgamations had destroyed its independence. Coal traffic
remained brisk for ten years following the war and so long as it did
the narrow gauge was safe for the time being. In 1958 the ESB
announced its intention to build a power station in Arigna which
would absorb the total coal produced there. This finally sealed the
fate of the Narrow Gauge.
In 1959 CIE announced its closure. It had losses of £40,000 a year;
it would take £200,000 to replace its engines. The end of the coal
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McCormack family at Lawderdale (c 1918). Left to right: Theresa, Delia , Frank.
Front: Thomas, Jimm y Joe, Mrs Theresa, Mo lly.

5T (Tralee/Dingle engine) at Belturbet 1952. Johnny Gaffney on water tank.

In the Bog at Derreen near Mohill (May 1952).
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traffic removed the only remaining reason for its existence. Already
road traffic had been eating into the transport of livestock from local
fairs and cars had killed passenger traffic. Earlier a local development
committee in Ballinamore had refused to accept goods unless they
were transported by the Narrow Gauge in an effort to bring business
to it. Even if this had been successful it would not have made any
difference as the amount of goods being delivered to Leitrim towns
would not have justified its survival.

LAST TRAIN (1959)
On Easter Tuesday 1959 the last train steamed to a halt at the
platform in Ballinamore bringing to an end an era lasting 72 years.
Fog-signals greeted its arrival; crowds gathered at the platform to say
goodbye. They were experiencing a moment of history in the life of
their own community without realising the implications of what was
happening. An already dying town was losing its only industry
which employed more than 60 people. It was a night for memories,
nostalgia, regrets and not a little bitterness as staff were faced with
the prospect of re-deployment or early retirement. It was the end of
the hiss of steam, the chirrup of shunting engines, the clang of
buffers, the screech of brakes, clouds of coal smoke and vapour
lingering over the railway yard floating across the public road; the
shouts of men; coal specials pounding through the 'lower town gates'
running for the market-house bank showering sparks into the night
air; railway slopes charred and smouldering in the summer sun. For
seventy-two years it was part of the Leitrim landscape winding its
ways along its hill-sides, across its bogs. Thousands of Leitrim's sons
and daughters said their farewells from its platforms on the first
stage of their journey abroad. It was a time piece for many of its
families in the early days when clocks were scarce. People could tell
impending frost or storm from the sound of the train or the whistle of
the engine. Almost overnight something that had been taken for
granted as part of the life of the community was now history.

Ballinamore Yard 1951. (John Creamer).

Dromod passenger train at the platform in Ballinamore. Also in the
picture: Benny McGennis, Willie Boland, Mick Kelly (1953)
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THE NARROW GAUGE
1.
You jovial tourists who seek the purest
And grandest scenery in all the land,
Pray pay attention whilst here I mention
A mode of travelling that will suit you grand.
'Tis not the motor I aim to vote for,
Nor premier cycle, though all the rage,
No, my advice is, whatever the price is,
Go buy a ticket on the Narrow Gauge.

2.

Just travel by it, 'twill take you quiet.
The best of company you are sure to meet,
The donkey dealers and fowl retailers
Of Church Lane, Cannaboe and Chapel Street.
The grand directors and line inspectors
And local press men, so cute and sage,
They travel gratis, whatever that is,
While others stump up on the Narrow Gauge.
3.
All nature's charms, in all her forms,
Along the line will enchant the view.
Saint Kevin's gander saw nothing grander
When around through Wicklow of old he flew.
Moore's 'Lalla Rookh' is a beauteous book,
With blooming flowers on every page.
But Sharon's roses can't match the posies
That deck the borders of the Narrow Gauge.

4.
End of the road: Crowds gather on the platform to greet the last train into
Ballinamore. (Easter Tuesday 1959).
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Green hills and mountains, clear rills and fountains,
With placid lakes and hills between;
Monastic ruins (the wicked doin's
Of cursed Cromwell and the Virgin Queen).
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Historians tell us of what befell us
In ancient times, persecution's age,
'Ere people spoke of a locomotive
Or knew the comforts of the Narrow Gauge.

XI

POLITICS AND POLITICIANS

5.

i

When going to Dromod there are still some'd
Prefer to sit behind Dooner's grey.1
Going to Belturbet they surely curb it,
The brakes are on all the blessed way.
If to Drumshanbo you by the Tram go
No slower passage can you engage.
Jack Redsey's donkey, they call him Spunky,2
Would beat King Edward on the Narrow Gauge.

THE FENIANS
The 1860s was the decade of the Irish Republican Brotherhood or
the Fenians, a secret oath-bound society pledged to freeing Ireland
from English rule by physical force and establishing a republic. We
have no way of determining how many active Fenians there were in
the Ballinamore area at the time of the '67 rising. The number could
not have been very great. To make converts in the area the IRB would
have had to lure away people from Ribbonism which was more
concerned with proximate agrarian problems than with a theoretical
republic. It would also have to withstand the vigilance of the police
and the constant condemnations of the clergy.
Only one Fenian from Ballinamore features in the police files in
Dublin Castle. He was Timothy Charles McNiffe, a retired First
Lieutenant in the American Army who returned home in October
1866 to live in Ardrum, most likely to organise and train the Fenians
in the area. He was reported on 6 December 1866 to Dublin Castle by
Mr La Touche of Ballyduff who described him as a dangerous man to
be at large. He wrote 'he has no occupation and associates with men
of different character and suspected Fenians'. He was the local IRB
head centre. The fact that he had army experience made him even
more suspect and undesirable to the authorities. As a result of La
Touche's report he was arrested on 12 December 1866, lodged in
Carrick jail before being removed to Mountjoy in June 1867. He was
discharged on 18 September 1867 on condition he leave Ireland and
return to America. This is all we know about him.

6.

The Irish Royal3 might shout 'Disloyal!'
So here my meaning I should define,
King Ned's an engine, was made at Bingen,4
Fair lovely Bingen on the Rhine.
So Sergeant Brien, a cute and sly one,
May seek promotion by some other stage,
Else him I sentence to due repentance
And twenty miles on the Narrow Gauge.
7.

'Twas my intention much more to mention
Though half its praise I haven't sung,
Big babies bawling and Mollies calling
With click-click-click telegraphic tongue.
But sweet as the thrushes on trees'and bushes
Or pet canary in gilded cage,
When I have leisure, I'll sing with pleasure,
The countless beauties of the Narrow Gauge.
1.
2.
3.
4.

VALIANT DARCY

One of the local post-horses.
A 'worse than useless creature'.
The Royal Irish Constabulary. Verse 6 is mostly disapproval of the local sergeant.
King Edward (No 9). The engine was not built at Bingen. An example of poetic
licence.

The name of a second prominent Fenian survives in local lore
where he earned the title 'Valiant'. He was Thomas Darcy of
Unsinagh. He does not appear in the police files as a marked man
which is surprising. What he did to earn the title 'valiant' we cannot
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say. A long straggling ballad of ten verses attributed to Pee Fee of
Lisculfee describes him as follows:
The loss of valiant Darcy
We will ever bear in mind
He was a man of action
And in manner but a child
By all he was respected
Here's to his memory
His name shall be inserted
On the face of history

meeting), Hugh McCabe, Myles Kiernan, Pat Mitchell, John
McLaughlin. This was the beginning of the union of clergy and
middle class nationalists in the parish in the fight for Home Rule
which was to survive down to the 1918 general election when it was
swept off the scene by Sinn Fein. They would provide leadership for
the masses and articulate their needs at meetings and rallies for the
next forty years.
II

THE LAND LEAGUE

It speaks of him as a man of exceptional courage who longed for
freedom and liberty and hated injustice and tyranny. It also claims
that he took part in the '67 Rising. If he did it was not in Leitrim as
there was no rising there and the author of the ballad may well have
been giving scope to his imagination in this. All we learn from the
ballad is that he rescued a poor man's cow from the pound in
Ballinamore, that he died in 1870 or 1871 and is buried in
Oughteragh graveyard.
Even though the Fenian rising of 1867 ended in a debacle
followed by the imprisonment and transportation of its leaders the
movement refused to die despite the efforts of both the government
and the Church to kill it. We will see it showing its head again in the
1880s during the Land League and even more so in connection with
the foundation of Ballinamore William O'Brien's GAA Club and the
Parnell split.

On 20 November 1873 a monster rally was held in Ballinamore
by the newly established Home Rule League. The Leitrim Journal says
that 15,000 people attended the rally on the fair green which included
contingents from Swanlinbar, Glangevlin, Bawnboy, Fenagh,
Drumreilly, Corlough. Green flags with harps hung from the
windows of the houses and arches spanned the streets. The banners
carried the slogans 'Unite for Fatherland', 'Ireland a Nation', 'Ireland
for the Irish' etc. On the platform were the local clergy, John Brady
MP, P. J. Smith, MP, Mr Gibney, Mullingar, Joe Biggar and the
following local businessmen — James Johnson, Philip Brady, Thomas
O'Neill, Pat McLaughlin, John Brady, James Prior (who chaired the

Acute economic depression hit the country between 1877 and
1880. It was caused by an influx of American produce especially grain
which depressed the home market and also by a succession of bad
harvests culminating in 1879 which was reckoned the worst since
'Black '47'. Potato yields in Leitrim fell by 52%. There was
widespread flooding around Ballinamore; cocks of hay were afloat
and the corn in September was still as green as in July. Between
March and September cold rain fell on two out of every three days.
Faced with what appeared to be a recurrence of 'Black '47', the
people took to the streets in a series of mass rallies protesting their
inability to pay their rents and demanding an abatement from the
landlords. In October an estimated 15,000 attended a rally on
Ballinamore fair green 'to devise the best means of alleviating the
distress which prevails amongst the tenant farmer in consequence of
the unprecedented bad harvest and the late floods which have almost
destroyed the entire crops particularly the potato crop'. On the
platform were ten priests from the locality and also representatives of
the businessmen of the town and of the bigger farmers. The meeting
was chaired by Fr Dominic McBreen PP. He outlined the plight of the
farmers and labourers, appealed for public works in the locality
suggesting a railway from Ballinamore to Dromod. He also appealed
for an abatement in rent for the farmers in view of the depression. An
apology from Charles S. Parnell, who was to have attended, was
greeted by loud cheers and shouts of 'we will follow him' but when
an apology was read from the sitting MP, Dr John Brady, there were
shouts 'he may stay at home', 'he is not wanted here', 'he is always
sick', 'he won't go in again'. Brady had been MP for Leitrim since
1852 but was now old and inactive. Parnell and the Irish National
League were trying to oust him in favour of Rev Isaac Nelson, a
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Belfast Presbyterian. When the other MP for Leitrim, Mr Francis
O'Beirne, himself a landlord, rose to speak he was greeted by 'mingled
cheers and derisive laughter'. When he tried to outline how he had
already given an abatement to his own tenants the crowd was not
impressed. When he was challenged by Fr James Brady CC,
Carrigallen, on what he thought of Parnell's policy he evaded the
question saying 'he was glad of the question but as it was not a
political meeting he was not prepared to discuss it in public but
would do so privately'.
Depression became more acute in the Spring of 1880. Relief
Committees were set up to administer relief, usually Indian meal
bought by money contributed by charitable organisations. On 14
February 1880, Upper Drumreilly relief committee wrote to local
landlords asking for a reduction in rents. Their letter spoke of
starvation among them and that people were famished for want of
bed-clothes. They appealed for public works and for seed potatoes to
sow in the Spring. James O. Lawder of Lawderdale wrote to Mohill
Board of Guardians in January on behalf of a thousand half starving
people who had asked him to make representations on their behalf to
get public works going. In February Extraordinary Presentment
Sessions were held in Ballinamore to vote money for 127 relief
schemes costing £14,000. When it was discovered that this would
mean an increase of 916d in the pound in the cess, the local
cess-payers kicked up and refused to sanction the schemes. After
much haggling it was agreed to proceed with 23 schemes, mostly
road works, at a cost of £3,118.15.10. Sums varying from £50 to £250
were voted to different schemes. A further measure of help was the
distribution of seed potatoes under the Distribution of Seeds Act
(1880) to people with under fifteen pounds valuation. This coupled
with a good summer and harvest staved off the earlier prospects of a
return of 'Black '47'.
On 8 March 1880 a general election was called which turned out
to be one of the stormiest in Leitrim history. Brady did not contest
but the Leitrim clergy refused to accept the Pamellite nominee, Rev.
Isaac Nelson, because they believed he was weak on the question of
Catholic education. Instead they nominated a Belfast Catholic named
Thomas Quinn thereby causing a split in the nationalist vote.
Parnell's rally in Mohill in support of Nelson was broken up by the
local curate, Fr Langan, and a mob from Cattan (Gortletteragh). An
equally stormy reception awaited him in Ballinamore. Police had to
form a cordon across the street to keep the supporters of Quinn and

During the meeting a letter was read from James Brennan,
Treasurer of the National Land League, expressing sympathy with
the widow and children of the late Philip Meehan of Corraleehanbeg,
who was shot dead on the 14 June by a landlord, Henry B. Acheson
of Croghan, Co. Roscommon. Acheson had come to fence off a small
farm in Drumcromman from which a man called McTague had been
evicted in 1879. He took six emergencymen with him and got police
protection in Ballinamore. Shortly after they arrived at the farm Chief
Constable Milmo noticed knots of men women and children
converging on them with forks, spades and grapes, about 1,400 in all,
yelling at Acheson to get out. Milmo tried to plead with them to
disband and he would get Acheson to leave. Meehan, who was
described by the police as blind in one eye and having a fiery
temper, rushed forward and made a thrust of a grape at Acheson.
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Nelson apart. The result of the split nationalist vote was to allow in
two landlords, Francis O'Beirne and Arthur L. Tottenham of
Glenfame.
A branch of the Irish National Land League was founded in
Ballinamore at a public meeting held on 29 June 1880. It was in
response to evictions in Drumlea, Fenagh and Oughteragh and to the
shooting dead of Philip Meehan, at Drumcromman on 14 June. The
rally was attended by Cloone, Fenagh, Aughavas and Mohill bands.
The platform party was Dr Patrick Mulcahy, the local doctor, Patrick
Maguire (Ardrum) who was elected chairman of the new branch,
Philip Brady of Curranmount, secretary, Pat O'Hara (Kilrush),
Patrick McLaughlin (Fohera), Charles O Beime (Ballinamore), Patrick
Dolan Snr and Patrick Dolan Jnr, both of Aughawillan, Hugh
McGovern (do) and Patrick White (Whiterock). The chairman Mr
Maguire was at pains to re-assure the crowd that the League was a
legal organisation and not, as had been suggested, for furthering
communism and fenianism. This was necessary in view of the
absence of the clergy who were as yet suspicious pf the League. On
the proposal of Patrick Maguire, seconded by Hugh McGovern
(Bushill), a branch of the League was established in the town.
Michael O'Sullivan, the guest speaker, secretary of the National Land
League, made them join hands and pledge not to take land from
which another was evicted. "If any man is so base as to prove a
traitor to his country, shun him like a tiger", he said.
SHOOTING OF PHILIP MEEHAN
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Acheson ran for the public road amid a hail of stones. He ran towards
the town chased by the crowd with a number of others running
through the fields. He fired two warning shots at Meehan who was
gaining on him but he kept coming. He then fired the fatal shot,
Meehan staggered forward and fell. He died later at the home of Pat
Moran where he had been working that day.
The police followed Acheson on a side-car and took him to
Ballinamore where he was charged of murder. Others of them stayed
behind to save the emergencymen. Fifty three police on side cars
accompanied Acheson under dark from Carrick jail back to
Ballinamore the following day to appear in court. They were afraid of
an ambush. That evening when the cavalcade was returning to
Carrick a man named Mulvey, a cousin of Meehan's and a member of
the Leitrim Militia, threw a stone at the minibus carrying Acheson at
the junction of Main St and the Leitrim Rd. A policeman jumped
from a side-car and arrested Mulvey. That night the Militia rioted in
Carrick and kept the police prisoners in the jail until they were forced
to hand over Mulvey. Acheson's trial was adjourned to the Spring
Assizes and he was allowed out on £2,000 bail. He was later acquitted
but John Meehan, Philip's brother, John Dolan and Patrick Duignan
were jailed for periods ranging from two to three months and bound
to the peace for three years for riotous behaviour.
Michael Davitt, in his Fall of Feudalism saw Meehan as the first
martyr of the Land Legue. 'The shooting of Meehan', he wrote, 'and
the subsequent discharge of the landlord left a bad taste and it was
not long until the firing begun on the other side'. Davitt may have
seen it in that way but this was not evident at the Ballinamore rally on
the 26 June. Apart from Brennan’s message of sympathy and a
donation from the National Land League of twenty pounds Philip
Meehan passed quietly into history, an unsung hero of the land war.
The Land League in Leitrim reached its peak in the winter of
1880-1. Rallies attended by huge crowds were held all over the
county. These were shows of solidarity and protests at evictions, land
grabbing, bailiffs, emergencymen. The landlords tried to fight the
League by evictions and seizures, by introducing emergencymen to
buy seized cattle and occupy vacated farms. The result was an
upsurge of agrarian crime — arson, maiming of cattle, burning of
crops, intimidation, beatings. Seven bailiffs around Ballinamore
were taken out at night, beaten and made promise to give up as
bailiffs. A man who paid rent to La Touche of Ballyduff was beaten
and had part of his ear cut off as a warning. Another man in the same

area had his horse stabbed for paying rent. George Rennick of
Drumrane was stoned at Aghoo Bridge because he worked for a
boycotted farmer and when he continued to do so he was attacked by
a number of men at Aghoo Lock and shot in the leg. In June 1881
about twenty shots were fired at William McCoy and three men
cutting turf on a bog owned by Rev. Henry O'Brien. McCoy was
working for his uncle Mr Lattimer who was boycotted and also
supplied milk to an emergencyman. A party of men swore tenants in
Aghatawney not to pay rents or interfere with the hay on a farm from
which Philip Brady, the local secretary of the Land League, had been
evicted in 1878 for non-payment of rent.
With the country heading towards anarchy Gladstone decided to
confront the Land League with a mixture of coercion and reform. The
Foster Coercion Act which became law in March 1881 allowed
internment without trial of suspects. On 8 June Charles O’Beirne,
Philip Brady both local businessmen, Patrick and Thomas Murray,
John Gallogly, all of Killaglasheen and Peter O'Reilly, Willowfield,
were arrested under the Act on information given by a local farmer
who was boycotted as a result. When news of the arrests broke a
hostile crowd of a thousand people gathered in the town and the
police had to send for reinforcemets to Mohill and Carrick. When
they arrived the police managed to attract the crowd to the lower end
of the town and threw a cordon across the street. The prisoners were
taken from the barracks to Galway jail. Brady was released three
months later to a hero's welcome. By now the Land League was
breaking up.
For a time its work was carried on by the Ladies Land League,
founded by Anna Parnell to take the place of the men arrested under
the Coercion Act. In April Ballinamore Branch of the Ladies Land
League held a rally on Ardrum Rock. According to the Leitrim
Advertiser the crowd was one of the largest ever seen in the town. Fr
Dominic McBreen PP dragged himself from his sick bed to chair the
meeting. Miss Parnell devoted much of her speech to a call for
solidarity. She denounced Mrs King who had served one hundred
people in the area with eviction notices. The following day she
visited eviction scenes in Aghoo, Drumcoura, Kinkeen and was
depressed by the degree of destitution.
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WIDOW PRIOR'S EVICTION, CROMLIN
The going of the Land League in 1882 did not mean an end to
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evictions. In Spring of 1886, thirty-four families were evicted on the
estates of Mrs King. She had a total of 2183 acres in the townlands of
Cornacreve, Cornageeragh, Dernasmallan, Derrinkeher McDonnell,
Derrinkeher Brady, Killymadderoe, Oughteragh, Prabagh, Unsinagh.
Her bailiff was Francis Cooke, referred to locally as 'Teapot Cook'.
On 22 February, Mr Harrison, Sub-Sheriff for the county,
three bailiffs and 25 police arrived to execute the evictions. They
encountered no opposition in carrying out the first six in
Dernasmallan and Derrinkeher McDonnell. They next set off for the
'Widow Prior's' (Ellen Prior's) in Cromlin where they were met by a
crowd estimated at between five and eight hundred with drums,
fifes and sticks yelling and shouting 'you'll not put out the widow'. A
number of men entered the house and refused entry to the sheriff. By
now the crowd had surrounded the house and the police were
ordered to fix bayonets to keep them at bay. Stones were thrown and
some of the police claimed to have been hit. The local clergy were
present trying to keep the peace. Fr Dominic McBreen PP told the
sheriff that if he did not withdraw until he had a sufficient force to
carry out the evictions he could not guarantee the peace. He tried to
address the crowd from the ditch telling them 'to keep quiet until
they got Home Rule'. This was a desperate attempt by Fr McBreen to
placate with an empty promise a depressed peasantry whose
immediate concern was holding on to their homes. He was ignored
and the crowd grew so threatening that the sheriff withdrew to a
send off of cheers and stones. He moved on to John Fee in Unsinagh
whom he evicted without opposition but by the time he reached
Master McGowan's in Unsinagh the crowd had re-grouped and he
had to withdraw. On the 3 March when the same sheriff went to
evict Michael Gaynor in Meenahill he was hit by Catherine Gaynor
with a porringer of boiling water in the face and scalded. She was
later given a month in jail though she was pregnant at the time.
On 24 March.Harrison and Cooke returned with 300 police,
and nine emergencymen to complete the job. This time the people,
on the advice of the local clergy, offered no opposition. The first
evicted was the aged Master McGowan and his sick wife. Next on the
list was the Widow Dolan, an octogenarian and the Leitrim Advertiser
wrote that 'the sad sight of her sitting at the gable of her house would
draw tears from some of the manliest eyes'. Mrs Mary Conlon and
her two children, John and Mary, were next evicted in Prabagh. It
rained all day and the effects of the evicted were destroyed. The
newspaper described the houses as over-crowded hovels, some

shared with domestic animals, the land as 'unproductive and almost
uninhabitable'. A policeman was reported to have commented that if
he got the whole townland of Prabagh free he couldn't live on it.
As a Sequel to the events of 22 February twenty-one people
who had been prominent at Widow Prior's house were charged with
riotous assembly — Philip Magauran, John Blake, Michael Creamer,
Hugh Reynolds, James McParland, Thomas Mulvey, Owen Beime
(Foxfield), Jas Gilheany, Patrick Dolan, Andrew Cafferty, Patrick
McGovern, Patrick Gilhooly, Cormack Murray, Patrick Reilly, Hugh
Meehan, Michael Dolan, Patrick Prior, Matt Confrey, John McCartin,
Thomas Neilan, Patrick McDermott. Many of them were from
Ballinamore and the lawyer in their defence claimed that they had
never seen an eviction before and were following the crowd out of
curiosity. They were all eventually acquitted.
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PARNELL SPLIT

The Irish National League (INL), the new political party founded
by Parnell to replace the Land League owed much of its growth to the
clergy who took to it enthusiastically and helped to establish
branches in most parishes. The Ballinamore branch was chaired by
Fr Dominick McBreen and the vice-chairmen were the two curates
Frs Patrick Brady (Aughnasheelin) and Tom Magauran or McGovern.
Other prominent National Leaguers in the parish were Patrick
Dolan, Lisnatullagh, Hugh Reynolds, Philip Magauran, Michael
Martin, Bernard Keane, Edward Doyle, Michael Creamer, John
Creamer, Tom Wrynn — all local businessmen. The INL had been
dormant from 1886 and efforts were being made in 1889 to revive it in
Leitrim by establishing branches of the GAA in order to revive
nationalism through sport.
BALLINAMORE WILLIAM O'BRIENS

With this in view Ballinamore William O'Brien's Gaelic football
club was founded on 31 January 1889 at a meeting in Magauran's
Railway Hotel. The new club was called after William O'Brien who
was in Clonmel jail at the time because of his part in the Plan of
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Campaign and was refusing to wear prison dress. The first officers
were Philip Magauran, President, Patrick Wrynn, Vice-President,
Owen R. Morohan, Secretary, Hugh Reynolds, Treasurer. Commit
tee: J. A. O'Connor, Tom Wrynn, R. O'Neill, S. Murray, John Gallogly.
The political make up of this committee is interesting. The majority
of the members were National Leaguers but at least three Morahan,
Murray and Gallogly were Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB)
sympathisers who hoped to use the GAA to gain recruits for the
physical force movement. Morahan was a front for James McLaughlin
and Charles O Beirne, the two leading IRB men in the area. This
division would show itself in the political events that lay ahead.

Late in 1890 the news of the Parnell scandal broke. The fight
switched from London to the Irish countryside. On 3 December the
Irish Catholic bishops pronounced Parnell unfit to lead the Irish
people. It soon became evident that he was fighting a losing battle as
the forces arrayed against him were too great — the majority of his
own party, the clergy and Catholic middle class and the nationalist
press. His only support was the IRB and that was insignificant.
The first big anti-Parnell rally held in Carrick-on-Shannon on
22 February 1891 was broken up by a crowd of IRB sympathisers
from Drumshanbo led by Corney and Paddy McManus. The
Roscommon Herald described the meeting as 'pandemonium' with
sticks whistling through the air and 'confusion reigned supreme'.
One by one the platform party including Fr Dominick McBreen and
Dr Mulcahy were assaulted as they arrived until the platform had to
be abandoned and the meeting held instead from inside the church
railings. As a sequel to the riot the McManus's were charged with
riotous behaviour and Frs Donohue (Mohill), Hoare (Carrick),
Magauran (Ballinamore) and Dr Mulcahy (Ballinamore) were
summoned as witnesses. They all refused to go on the grounds that
they were not prepared to be seen as informers on their people. All
five were arrested for contempt and lodged in Carrick jail but were
released the following day and Mulcahy and Fr Magauran arrived
home to a hero's welcome. The town was illuminated, hundreds
paraded the streets cheering wildly and carrying torches. Tar barrels
were lighted and the whole country was alive with bonfires.
On St Patrick's Day a crowd of some five hundred people

returning from a football match in Fenagh marched into the town
shouting 'Down with Parnell and Kitty O'Shea' and 'Hurray for
Healy, Dillon and O'Brien'. They cheered outside the houses of the
few Parnell supporters in the town. The Roscommon Herald said that
Parnell had very few supporters in the town — 'a country teaman
(Morahan), the toastcake man, and an old tramp shop-boy'.
Another rally in Mohill in May passed off without interruption.
By now the Parnell challenge had fizzled out. This rally was
addressed by Fr Tom Magauran or McGovern CC, Ballinamore, who
was in popular demand as a mob-orator at meetings in the county.
The crowds loved his flourishes of oratory, his witty remarks, his
articulation of all they wanted to hear. In Mohill he left no doubt
what he thought of Parnell and his supporters. He asked 'where are
the Drumshanbo porter-boys and corner-boys' (shouts of 'drinking
porter'). He said they were there to denounce Parnell to the world
and that they repudiated the leadership of 'Charles Parnell Fox'
(cheers, laughter) ... to denounce a shameless adulterer who had
brought disgrace on their country. "We will follow", he said, "our
bishops rather than a man who had committed the most heinous
crime known to the moral law" (cheers).
In August 1891 Ballinamore Branch of the anti-Parnell Irish
National Federation met under the chairmanship of Fr McBreen PP,
to 'pronounce on Parnell's leadership'. They were annoyed that
Charles O'Beime has recently attended the Pamellite convention in
Dublin claiming to represent the town and they passed the following
resolution, the language indicating the bitterness of the time. They
deplored 'the impudence of the little publican (O'Beirne) of the town
who attended the bogus convention of pledge-breakers, disruptionists and hirelings in Dublin. He represented nobody except himself,
two lackeys, two corner-boys, a teaman (Morohan) and a fellow
publican who lately got a big fortune by a lucky speculation in
matrimony'.
The name of Dr Patrick Mulcahy keeps coming up in the political
life of the town and county throughout the 1880s and 1890s. A native
of Limerick, he came to Ballinamore as dispensary doctor in the early
1870s. He lived for part of the time in Ballyduff House which he had
rented from La Touche and later moved into town to Main Street
(now Eamonn Farrelly's). The dispensary was next door. In the early
1890s he was active in the Land League. Bv 1891 it is difficult to know
which side he was on. He was Frs McBreen and McGovern's
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lieutenant at the anti-Parnell rally in Carrick and his subsequent
arrest gained him further notoriety. At the same time.we learn from
the police files in Dublin Castle that he was a member of the IRB and
was leading a faction within the organisation locally against Charles
O'Beime and James McLaughlin. The report reads: 'In Ballinamore,
long a hot-bed of the IRB, the society is split into factions, those of
Charles O'Beime and those of Dr Mulcahy'. It speaks of a private
feud between the two men. O'Beime had recently been made county
head-centre of IRB in place of Francis Murphy, whom Mulcahy
would probably have been supporting. In the 1890s he became South
Leitrim Coroner, Member of Poor Law Guardians of Bawnboy
Union, Medical Officer for Health, a Justice of the Peace, a member of
Board of Directors of the Cavan Leitrim Railway and finally a
member of Leitrim County Council. He was one of the most
influential men in the town and was universally recognised as a good
doctor but in politics opinions on him differed. To some he was a
true nationalist, to others he was thought to be responsible for
promoting factionism or 'party-fights' in the area.
The political focus switched away from Parnell in 1892 to the
coming general election and the Tory challenge in Leitrim. A
convention in Drumkeerin in’May nominated P. A. McHugh and
Jasper Tully to replace the pro-Parnellite sitting MPs, Conway and
Hayden. McHugh was proposed and seconded by Fr Dominic
McBreen and Dr Mulcahy. The nationalists resented the intrusion of
Robert O'Brien, a Mohill solicitor, into the election standing as a Tory
and a Unionist. At a public meeting in support of Tully in Mohill, Fr
McGovern attacked the South Leitrim Unionist Society formed
recently at a meeting in Ballinamore. He said they represented
'landlords, bailiffs, bog-rangers and henchmen'. He returned to this
theme at a monster rally held in Ballinamore at the end of June where
he was heard at his very best. 'The West Awake', he said. 'The priests
and the people for ever. Let it go forth upon the breeze, let it re-echo
on every hill and dale and we shall march to its time on our
triumphant road to freedom' (cheers). He went on to attack the
unionists who gathered in Ballinamore to oppose Home Rule
reminding the crowd who those people were:

Remember the siege of Mrs Prior's house in Cromlin.
Remember Tarmon! Who burned Pat Prior's in Tarmon?
(shouts 'Cooke, Cooke'). Yes this is one of the calico boys . . .

who came here a few weeks ago to protest against Home Rule
and cheer for rack-rents . . . Remember Stroke! who burned the
houses in Stroke? (cries of Hewson of Donegal notoriety). Here
we have a whole townland reduced to a desert — seven families
evicted, their homes burned . . .

He went on to sketch the fate of the Stroke victims. The result of this
election was a foregone conclusion. Tully 4,271. O'Brien 516. The hills
around Ballinamore blazed in celebration and the Roscommon Herald
claimed 'that there was more straw burned than would thatch all the
Unionist houses on the county'.

IV
WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
In 1900 the Irish party was re-united after ten years of turmoil as
the United Irish League led by John Redmond. A branch of the UIL
was founded in Ballinamore in 1901 with Dr Mulchay as chairman. It
obviously fell through and had to be re-organised in 1904, this time
with Bernard Kane Co. Co. as chairman. A branch of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians was established in 1906 chaired by Pat
McLaughlin, Fohera, but the AOH never really took off in south
Leitrim as it did in nearby Cavan. The Irish National Foresters were
strong in the town in the early years of the century. Their
headquarters was the Foresters' Hall in Aghadark - an upstairs room
or loft between the present garage and the old convent school. One of
their contributions to the life of the town was the Irish National
Foresters brass band. There were also fife and drum bands in Fenagh,
Aughnasheelin and Corraleehan (Coragh) at the time. The
Ballinamore Brass Band did not last but in 1922 the Foresters started
another band, this time a pipe band which survived until 1933 when
it foundered on the political splits of the time. In 1904 Ballinamore
William O'Briens GAA Club was re-established after being
moribund since the Parnell split and a branch of the Gaelic League
was established in 1905 by the League organiser, Seamus Molloy. It
too collapsed inside a year and was not revived until 1917.

RISE OF SINN FEIN
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still backed Redmond for Home Rule. The establishment of Sinn Fein
in 1905 made no difference whatever in the Ballinamore area until
after the 1916 Rising when a more militant Sinn Fein took off all over
south Leitrim. By 1921 there were some twenty branches.
Ballinamore Sean McDermott's was chaired by local businessman,
James Gallagher and Aughnasheelin Branch also called after
McDermott was chaired by Michael McTague of Moher. There were
branches in Aughawillan (Thomas Ashe), Corraleehan, Up.
Drumreilly (James Connolly's). The Gaelic League came to life again
and branches were set up in the town, Aughnasheelin, Deradda. A
’buy-Irish’ campaign was promoted by the Irish Products League and
hand in hand with it went a boycott of Belfast and English goods.
The South Leitrim Comhairle Ceanntair of Sinn Fein instructed its
branches to warn traders not to stock Belfast goods and ceant-men
(street traders) not to sell English clothes at fairs.

Thomas Reynolds, Ballinamore, Michael Murphy, Gorvagh, Brian
McElroy, Drumreilly, Fred Yewell, Ballinamore, described as a
protestant Sinn Feiner, Rice O'Beirne, Charles O'Beirne, Patrick
O'Rourke, Central Bar, Hugh McKeon, Berney Sweeney, James
Gallagher (all of Ballinamore), Francis Pope, Cloone, Francis Quinn,
Garadice, Michael McTague, Aughnasheelin, Sam Holt, Carrick-onShannon, Ben Maguire, Glenfarne.
BALLINAMORE BACKS THE RIC

The Sinn Fein candidate for 1918 election was J. N. Dolan who
was still imprisoned in England after the so-called German Plot. He
was elected by the greatest majority of any Sinn Fein candidate in
Ireland — 14,651 votes over his rival, Gerald Farrell, B.L., of
Longford. When Rice O'Beirne arrived home from Carrick with the
good news of Dolan's victory it was greeted by loud cheers from the
crowd that had lingered around the town all day awaiting the result.
A torch-light procession led by a band was organised through the
town. When he was eventually released in April 1919 he visited
Ballinamore on 27th for a welcome home rally. He was to have
thrown in the ball at a charity match on Ardrum Rock in aid of the
convent building fund but it had to be called off due to blizzards. He
addressed a rally in the market-house and was later guest at a dinner
in the hall. The list of people present at the dinner is worth recording
as it gives an idea of the more prominent Sinn Feiners in the area: Fr
P. E. Mallon, CC, Ballinamore, who chaired the meeting, Fr Ryan CC,
Aghavas, Fr O'Rourke CC, Aughawillan, Dr Charles Dolan, Dr

The first phase of the War of Independence consisted of attacks
on depleted RIC barracks scattered around the country-side. In the
first six months of 1920, Fenagh, Mullaghgarve, Garadice, Cloone,
Keshcarrigan, Leitrim were all abandoned and some of them burned
by IRA units to prevent re-occupation. In September Ballinamore
Courthouse was burned. The previous May the Masonic Hall in
Cannaboe had been burned. Windows were broken in the Protestant
church and in a' number of Protestant shops in an act of naked
sectarianism disowned by the local IRA.
On 16 January 1920 an ambush was laid at Edentinny. A wall
was built across the road and trees felled, shots were fired at
Constable Carbery outside the barracks in Ballinamore and flares sent
up to try and entice the army to come to the rescue from Mohill. They
refused to be drawn and the whole operation fell flat on its face. Next
day a force of military and police forced local people to clear the road.
The reaction of the town's people was.prompt and unequivocal. A
letter signed by virtually all of the businessmen was published in the
Roscommon Herald on 29 January. In it they described themselves as
'the responsible and law-abiding citizens of the town'. They
condemned 'in a most emphatic way' the attempts to murder
members of the police force and accused the people who felled the
trees and built the wall of co-operating in attempted murder. 'We
congratulate the members of the police force and are pleased that no
members were hurt'. Finally they called on the local clergy to
denounce the outrage. The letter was in effect a declaration of loyalty
to the police by the town as well as an intimation to the young men
conducting the armed struggle that they were not prepared to go
with them down the road of physical force. The armed struggle in the
area was the work mostly of the sons and daughters of small farmers
in the hinterland of the town and the people who were prepared to
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The Sinn Fein courts were operating in the hall. Dr Charles
Dolan was appointed a Sinn Fein district justice. The clergy also
acted as judges on occasion. Initially the police did not interfere with
the courts until October 1920 when they broke up the South Leitrim
Arbitration Court in the hall. From here on it became increasingly
difficult for the courts to operate. By August 1921 they had ceased to
function and the South Leitrim Comhairle Cheantair was talking
about re-organising them.
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shelter them, especially in Aughnasheelin, as well as members of the
staff of the Cavan and Leitrim Railway.
ARRIVAL OF THE TANS

The Black and Tans arrived in Ireland in March 1920. Initially
Mohill was their headquarters in south Leitrim but a number of them
moved first to the Catholic Hall and later to the barracks. In addition
a detachment of soldiers was stationed at Riversdale. On their first
visit to Ballinamore from Mohill they burned Fenagh Temperance
Hall, broke up an Irish dancing class in the Catholic Hall and
wrecked the hall before leaving. In May 1920 the Ballinamore area
re-affirmed its allegiance to Sinn Fein by electing Eugene Deane
(Glebe), Malachy Fanning (Culliagh, Fenagh) and Francis Maguire
(Cornageeha) unopposed to the County Council. On 29 May the
Roscommon Herald carried a headline 'Exciting Scenes at Railway
Station', 'The Engine refused to budge'. It referred to the refusal of
Johnny Shanley, a Cavan and Leitrim engine driver, to drive a train
to Dromod carrying four local volunteers, Mick and Frank Sweeney
Tullyoscar, Michael McGoldrick and John Tom Rourke Tomloskan,
who were arrested for attempting to collect a shot-gun from a
neighbour, William Johnson of Ardrum. When they called they are
told that the owner was out but that if they called back later they
would get it. When they arrived back they found police waiting. As
the prisoners were being taken under escort to the station the police
were jeered and booed by a large crowd who broke into singing the
Soldier's Song. The news that the driver had refused to go was
greeted by cheers. This was one of a number of occasions when train
crews on the narrow gauge displayed exceptional courage by refusing
to drive troop trains at the risk of being shot. That night trees were
felled across the road leading to the town to prevent lorries reaching
it. Next day the prisoners were marched out of town to a lorry that
had come from Boyle and they were taken to Sligo jail. A week later
they were acquitted at Carrick-on-Shannon court of attempting to
intimidate Mr Johnson to hand over the gun. The judge ruled that
they were only looking for the loan of it. It was believed locally that
the reason they got off so lightly was due to the influence of the local
post-master, Mr Davidson, who wanted the boycott imposed on
Johnson, his brother-in-law, lifted. All four men were later interned
in the Curragh camp in Kildare. In July a boycott was imposed on the

local police and shops warned not to serve them. On 24 October the
Tans terrorised the town, firing shots in the air as a reprisal for the
boycott. Shortly afterwards the police broke up the Sinn Fein courts
in the hall presided over by the two curates.
SELTON HILL

On 4 March 1921 a section of No 1 column of the South Leitrim
brigade of the IRA ambushed three lorries of the Bedfordshire
regiment at Sheemore killing one and wounding six in what was the
most successful engagement to date in the war in South Leitrim. The
ambush is of particular interest to our story as three of the
participants were locals — Michael Martin, Charles E. McGoohan
(Aghoo), Thomas Reilly (Miscawn). Just a week later on 11 March
six members of No 2 column were shot dead at Selton Hill near
Gorvagh when they were surprised by the Hampshire regiment —
Seamus Wrynn (24), Tarmon, John Joe O'Reilly (21), Derrinkeher
McDonnell, John Joe O'Reilly (25), Miscawn, Michael E. Baxter (25),
Templeport, and Joe Beirne, Dromod (both employees of the Cavan
and Leitrim Railway in Ballinamore), and Sean Connolly, Ballinalee,
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Longford. Joe Hunt, Carrick-on-Shannon was wounded and
captured. So too was Berney Sweeney (Tullyoscar) but he escaped
capture by falling into a bog-hole. He was rescued'later and taken to
Aughnasheelin where he was nursed back to health. Pee McDermott
(Kiltygerry) and Andy McPartlin (Callowhill) also escaped. In March
1922 Sweeney was arrested along with four others John Griffin,
Gortletteragh, Charles Reynolds, Mohill, Joe Reynolds, Gortletteragh
and John Kiernan, Newtowngore at Enniskillen. They were plotting
to kidnap Sir Basil Brooke of Brookeborough. They were sentenced to
periods of from five to ten years. When he was released Berney
Sweeney retired from politics to become a businessman in High
Street.
Understandably the whole county was outraged and shocked by
the shootings at Selton and the biggest crowds ever seen locally
turned up for the funerals of the two O'Reillys and Seamus Wrynn to
a common grave in Aughnasheelin. Tensions were heightened
further by the rumours that they would not be allowed Christian
burial by the bishop, Dr Finnegan. This turned out to be nothing
more than rumour but the following Sunday a letter was read in
churches throughout the diocese asking for prayers for the six and

stating that they had been killed escaping. The letter emphasised that
had they been shot ambushing police or military they would
certainly have been deprived of Christian burial.
In April 1921, Constable Jones, a Tan, was shot dead on Railway
Road while walking with his girl-friend, a Miss Sadlier. The shooting
got a very mixed reception in the town. It was clear to the police that
the 'run-boys', as they were called were hiding out in the upper parts
of Aughnasheelin and as a result in June 1921, just before the truce, a
huge round-up of the mountain area was carried out by the army and
police using a spotter plane. A number of people were arrested but
later released. In June 1921 a truce was called and people got a
breathing space from Tan terror and the constraints of curfew. Both
Leitrim County Council and Leitrim Sinn Fein voted to accept the
treaty. In the words of Ben Maguire, later a Fianna Fail TD, 'they were
marching through the free State to the republic'. On 5 February
1922 the RIC and Tans marched out of Ballinamore for the last time.
To the ordinary people the treaty was seen to be working and a new
and terrible period had begun. Thankfully Ballinamore was spared
the horrors which characterised the civil war elsewhere. The main
threat came from the Cull brothers and the Arigna Company of IRA.
In 1922 they captured the barrack in Ballinamore taking the Free State
garrison prisoners.

REYNOLDS DYASTY

Some veterans of the War of Independence at a re-union in Martin's Hotel (1966).
Back (I. to r.): B. A. Cryan, foe Sweeney, Michael Moran, Tommy Prior, Francy
McGarry, Paddy Gannon. Second row: Michael McGoldrick, Mrs. Katie Rowley,
Paddy Rowley, Mick Sweeney, Michael Martin, Tom Lee, Tom Sweeney. Front:
John Curran (New York), John Gallogly, New Haven, William F. Gallogly, New
Haven, Mrs. Anna Scollan, Berney Sweeney.

Leitrim was unfortunate to have had no less than seven Dail
elections in the ten years 1923 to 1933. These kept the civil war
bitterness steadily on the boil as charges and counter-charges were
made at fairs, markets and church gates. There were two general
elections in quick succession in 1927 and in the second of these
Paddy Reynolds was elected. A native of Drumourty, Mohill, he
emigrated to America where he married Mary Smith, Dromcoura
(Up. Drumreilly). They returned to Ireland and after farming for a
period in Keelrin (Up. Drumreilly) they moved into business in
Ballinamore in 1926. He was not expected to win a seat on his first try
but he surprised even his own party by polling 3,948 votes on the
first count and was elected on the 7th count without reaching the
quota from a field of fourteen candidates. Since then with the
exception of four years (1933-7) the Leitrim political scene has never
been without a Reynolds in some capacity.
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In the early years of the 1930s W. T. Cosgrave's government was
becoming increasingly unpopular. Fianna Fail, sensing victory,
exploited their economic and political difficulties to the fullest. The
writing was on the wall for the government and it galled them to see
the state they had built now about to reject them and entrust itself to
Fianna Fail, late converts to constitutionalism. Locally, the political
atmosphere already charged with tension in the lead up to the 1932
election became even more so after the death of Jim Vaugh, a
Drumshanbo republican, on 25 December 1931, allegedly from a
beating received while in custody in Ballinamore barracks. His death
confirmed republican opinion of all shades that the two CID-men in
the town were being allowed operate outside of the law as the
oppressive arm of the government. On Saturday, 13 February,
there were scuffles and some arrests in the town as rival gangs
awaited the arrival of DeValera to address a Fianna Fail rally. The
rally had to be moved indoor to the hall in the interest of peace. There
were wild rumours afterwards of plans to assassinate DeValera. In
his speech he referred to the behaviour of. the two CID-men
indirectly. T promise that if a National Government of Fianna Fail is
returned the officials of the law will carry out their duties properly. I
am not talking about the ordinary Gardaf.
On the following day, 14 February, Paddy Reynolds and
detective officer Patrick McGeehan, a native of Fintown, Donegal,
who was accompanying him, were both shot dead at Foxfield, near
Fenagh, while canvassing. Judging from the evidence at the inquest
the incident leading up to the shootings does not seem to have arisen
directly from politics but it is hard to isolate it entirely from the
charged political atmosphere of the time.

MRS MARY REYNOLDS TD.

Pat /oe Reynolds TD

Gerard Reynolds TD

The Sligo/Leitrim election was postponed because of Reynolds'
death. His widow, Mrs Mary Reynolds, was nominated to contest the
seat. She was elected on the 7th count with just 13 votes to spare over
J. N. Dolan, a sitting Cumann na nGael TD, one time Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for Industry and Commerce, who lost his
seat. So began a remarkable political career. This tall dignified
woman dressed in sombre black would become the grand lady of
Leitrim politics down to her retirement in 1961. She was a woman of
few words, rarely speaking in the Dail or from election platforms.
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Inside less than twelve months DeValera called a snap election in
1933. It was held against the background of republican-Blue Shirt
violence. Shouts of 'remember Vaugh' and 'remember the 77'. Black
flags greeted W. T. Cograve when he came to town to speak on behalf
of Mrs Reynolds. There were fights and scuffles at football matches,
fairs, dances, meetings. Ballinamore football club split into a
Republican team, the 'Edentinny Lily Whites' and a Blue-Shirt team.
Luckily the split did not last and both were back together within a
year. Mrs Reynolds lost her seat in 1933 election and had to wait until

1937 to get re-elected. She polled 5,296 votes in 1937 and was elected
on the 5th count. Paddy Tubman of Greaghglass also contested this
election as an Independent, polling 1,411 votes.
In 1942 Pat Joe Reynolds entered political life when he was
elected to the County Council with 1,453 votes, almost two quotas.
From then on he would conduct most of his mother's election
campaigns. In the 1943 general election Mrs Reynolds had a more
formidable local opponent in Paddy Carey of Mough. A lawyer by
profession, a member of the only Leitrim team to ever win a senior
Connaught championship in 1927, he had also been a teacher in
Ballinamore Boys' National School for a time. He was standing on a
republican ticket not unlike Sean McBride's Clann na Poblachta of a
few years later. Leitrim was a constituency on its own and the fact
there were ten candidates for three seats left the result wide open.
Mrs Reynolds improved her position coming second on the first
count just 200 odd votes behind Ben Maguire whose star was
beginning to wane. Carey got 2,642 first preferences. Mrs Reynolds
was elected at every subsequent election until she retired in 1961.

Election Time: Phil Murphy, Sonny McBrien, Frank Sweeney, Francy
Reynolds, Pat Joe Wynne

Her son, Pat Joe, was faced with the unenviable task in 1961 of
fighting for a seat in the Roscommon-Leitrim constituency. An
earlier carve up of the constituency boundaries transferred roughly
one fifth of the votes, from the old Sligo-Leitrim into RoscommonLeitrim. This meant he had to fight without his own home town and
a large part of south Leitrim considered 'Reynolds country'. In his
campaign he used the then very emotive word 'gerrymander' to
describe the carve up of Leitrim by Fianna Fail, knowing that Leitrim
people were sensitive about it. He talked of 'a butchering of their
county' and appealed to the local patriotism of Leitrim voters within
the constituency to ensure that south Leitrim got Dail representation,
otherwise they would be disenfranchised. It worked and he was
elected on 3,754 first preference votes to join Jack McQuillan (Ind.),
Brian Lenehan (FF) and Joan Burke (FG). He was no stranger to
politics. He had been close to his mother in all her campaigns. He
was a member of Leitrim County Council since 1942 and later
chairman of that body in 1969. He retained his Dail seat in the 1965
general election but lost it in 1969, regained it again in 1974 and lost it
finally in the 1977 election which ended in a debacle for Fine Gael.
For a short time 1976-77 he was Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Local Government and to the Minister for the Public
Service. He was elected to the Senate and became Cathaoirleach of
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The secret of her success was the manner in which she relentlessly
made representations to Ministers and civil servants on behalf of
constituents. She realised that on election day this would gain her
more support than eloquent contributions to Dail debate. Although a
politician by accident she mastered the art of survival in politics to an
extraordinary degree. She was able to cross the political divide and
win votes from people who might not agree with her politics but
respected her as a person. She rode out some of Fine Gael's worst
days electorally to hold on to her seat increasing her vote steadily.
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that body. When he retired from politics in he was replaced in the
Senate by his eldest son, Gerard, who was subsequently elected TD
in the 1989 general election.

JOHN JOE McGIRL, LIFE-LONG REPUBLICAN
At the opposite end of Main St and very much at the opposite
end of the political spectrum was John Joe McGirl best described as
an unbroken and unbreakable Fenian. He was bom in Drumany,
Aughnasheelin, in 1921 and joined the IRA at the age of sixteen in
March 1937. He was first imprisoned for nine months in 1939 in
connection with the boycotting of Aughnasheelin hall. He was
released in January 1940 but was picked up again in June along with
four to five hundred republican activists from all over Ireland under
the Offences against the State Act and interned in the Curragh,
Kildare, where he was kept until 1944. When he was released he
found the IRA in the county virtually dead — torn apart by disputes,

factions, disillusionment. He immediately set about re-organising it
but was re-arrested at a meeting in Dublin along with twelve others
and sentenced to a further twelve months.

In 1956 the IRA felt sufficiently organised to launch a new
campaign consisting of armed attacks on police stations along the
border. McGirl was arrested in 1957 and jailed on the strength of an
incriminating document found during a search of his house. While
in jail he was nominated to stand for Sligo-Leitrim in the 1957
general election. He admitted having no interest in constitutional
politics. Dail Eireann for him owed its origins to a British act of
parliament and was a symbol of a partitioned country. Sinn Fein was
simply using the election to test its support for the border campaign.
The election was held during a period when emotions were running
high following the shooting of Sean South and Fergal O'Hanlon in an
ambush on Roslea RUC barracks on New Year's night 1956. To the
surprise of everyone McGirl topped the poll with 7,007 votes, 1,045
ahead of Mrs Reynolds, the next highest candidate. In line with party
policy he refused to take his seat in the Dail. He was released shortly
afterwards and returned home to a hero's welcome. For a short
period in 1958 he was chief-of-staff of the IRA.
In 1960 he was again in trouble with the law when he was
stopped at Kilmore, Co. Roscommen and found to have a small
quantity of ammunition in a hearse. This time he was jailed by a
military court for a further three years. The IRA border campaign was
called off shortly afterwards and he was released after serving just
seven months. He also lost his seat in the Dail in the 1961 election,
polling only 2,487 votes. The lesson that people would not wear
abstentionism indefinitely had been well established since the early
1920s in Irish politics.
He was part of a group of Sinn Fein activists who walked out of
the party Ard-Fheis in 1970 to form Provisional Sinn Fein just as the
present northern troubles were taking off. For a period in the 1980s
he was vice-president of Provisional Sinn Fein — a link between the
young and old, the north and south. He had one further brush with
the law — this time in the Six Counties. He was picked up by the
RUC on his way to address the Easter commemoration in Miltown
cemetery in West Belfast in 1974 and interned in Long Kesh (Maze).
He took part in the burning of the prison in that year just as he had
done in 1940 in the Curragh camp over thirty years before. He was

John Joe McGirl
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released after nine months when internment without trial was
abolished. For a great part of the 'sixties, 'seventies and 'eighties he
was a member of the Leitrim County Council and was chairman of
that body for a year. He died on 8 December 1988 after a
remarkable career of dedication to the Republican movement and to
the cause of Irish freedom as he understood it.

XII

PLACE NAMES OF
OUGHTERAGH
AGHLIN: (O.S. 24.21), 327 acres 1 rood 17 perches.
A place for enclosing horses; Each, a horse, Lann, place. An older name
of the townland was Aghcloonawillin i.e. ford of the mill meadow
(cluain, a meadow, muileann, a mill).

AGHADARK: Achadh Dearc (O.S. 25), 135a. 3r. 5p.
The field of the caves, achadh, a field, dearc, a cave. Described by John
O'Donovan in 1835 as having an RIC barracks, a forge, two ring forts
and two limestone quarries. The flat bottoms in Aghadark and part of
Tullyoscar were known as Moneyea Bog or the Red Bog, name now
obsolete. It was the bog where the people of the town cut their turf in
the last century. It was said that a person could stand on the turf-bank
in Moneyea bog and see people walking down Cannaboe.

AGHATAWNEY: (O.S. 25), 66a 3r 31p.
Achadh tamhnach, the field of the sweet grass, tamhnach, a green
field with fresh sweet grass; residence of Alexander Percy (1854), a ring
fort. The combined townlands of Aghatawney, Aghaleague and
Killadough, the estates of Mr Percy, were known as Willowfield. There
is no townland of this name.

AGHALEAGUE: (O.S. 25.26); 170a. lr. 0 p.
Field of the stone, achadh, a field, liag, a stone. Residence of William
Shanley Esq. (1854).
AGHOO EAST: (O.S. 25); 247 acres 3 rood lp.
Also Aghoo West, (O.S. 25), 46 acres 0 rood 30 perches, achadh, a
field; School (1835).

AGHYOWLA: (O.S. 25), 112a. 3r. 12p.
field of the orchard or orchard field; achadh, a field, abhla, an orchard.

ALTAKEERAN: (O.S. 21), 806a. 2r. 8p.
Alt-a-chaorthainn: the side of the glen of the mountain ash or rowan
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alt, side of glen, caorthainn a rowan or mountain ash; a com kiln
(1835).

ARDMEENAN: (O.S. 25), 212a. Or. lOp.
Ard mionnan, the hill of the kid goats.
ARDRUM: (O.S. 25), 419a. 2r. lOp.
Ard druim, a high hill. John O'Donovan in 1835 described it as a
townland with a village or cluster of houses called Edentinny (Eadan
t-sionnaigh, the face of the fox, describing the shape of the hill). The
village consisted of several houses running from the road junction at
Edentinny. It had a forge owned by Charles McAniffe, (a nailer) and a
school, later Johnny Fee's, shoemaker, two limestone quarries, three
spring wells and two small lakes (Edentinny bottoms). Also referred to
in 1825 as Ardromagh or Ardrum Rutledge.

BALLYNAMEELTOGE: (O.S. 21), 305a. Ir. 19p.
Baile na mioltog, the townland of the midges; baile, a townland, can
also mean a fort and mioltog, a midge.

BOGGAUN: (O.S. 21), 108a. 3r. 18p.
A marsh or soft place from 'bog' meaning soft.
BOLGANARD: (O.S. 25), 74a. Ir. 38p.
Bolgan ard, a high mound or hill.

CALLOWHILL: (O.S. 25), 309a. Or. 15p.
Call-choill, a hazel wood; call or coll or cull, a hazel, coill, a wood. In
1835 it contained the village of the Boragh, some ten houses near the
Boragh lake, also three ring forts.
CAMAGH: (O.S. 25), 303a. Op. 37r.
Cam-achadh, the uneven field; residence of Edward Lawder who had
a house and gate-house (1838).
CANNABOE: (O.S. 25), 129p. 2r. 23p.
Ceann na bo, hill of the cows; two ring forts, a school (1826).

?

CASTLEROGY: (O.S. 25), 150a. 2r. 14p.
Caiseal Ragaidh, stone fort of Ragaidh(?), a person’s name. Described
as 'village of Castlerogy' by O'Donovan (1835). In 1841 it had 77 people
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living in 13 houses and a school adjacent to Castlerogy house. These
were virtually wiped out in the Famine. Castlerogy house was built in
1820 by William Slack; house and farm (89 acres) purchased by John
Creamer (1854) who had returned from Australia; passed to his son
Francis in 1867; described as 'one of the best and most profitable in the
parish'. More than 60 of the 150 acres in the townland were described
in 1830 as bog, wet, moory and fifty of those were subject to flooding
prior to the cutting of the canal and the Castlerogy stream. Catherine
Penelope Jones, the landlady of the townland had 39 acres reclaimed
(Castlerogy bottoms) and let out in conacre to people from the town
and from Aughnasheelin after the canal was cut.
CLEENAGHOO: (O.S. 25), 196a. 3r. 14p.
Claon achadh, the sloping field; claon, sloping, a ring fort.

CLOVERHILL/CORGLASS: (O.S. 22.25), 97a. 3r. 26p.
Cor glas, green hill, St Brigid's well (1835).

(1856). Held by the Lawders down to early years of this century. In
1835 it contained a village, an orchard and some plantation.
CORRAMARTIN: (O.S. 24), 56a. 2r. 24p.
Currach Mairtin, Martin's marsh, a ring fort (1835).

CREEVY: (O.S. 25 25), 290a. 2r. 32p.
Craobhach/craobhaigh; a place abounding with branches or trees;
croabh, a branch. 5 forts. Prior to Ord. Survey in 1830s there were two
townlands of Creevy i.e. Creevy Uachtarach and Creevy Iochtarach,
Upper and Lower Creevy (Little Creevy); made into one townland of
Camacarrow alias Ballyduff. Cor na Cora, the hill of the fish-dam,
contained a bleach green and corn-mill. Now no townland of
Ballyduff; included in Tomloskin.
CROMLIN: (O.S. 32), 158a. Or. 11 p.
Cruimghlinn, 'gh' not pronounced, a winding glen (Joyce,
Placenames) same as Crumlinn in Dublin. O'Donovan (1835)
erroneously identified Cromlin with the site of Crom Cruaich, the
pagan idol destroyed by St Patrick. In 1835 it had a village consisting of
several houses, a pound, quarries, a ring fort, school.

CORGAR: (O.S. 25), 195a. 3r. 17p.
Cor gearr, short hill.
CORNABROHER: (O.S. 21), 120a. lr. 23p.
Cor, a round hill, brathair, a brother or friar, Cor-na-brathar, the
round hill of the brothers/friars.

CORNACREEGH: (O.S. 25), 126a. 2r. 30p.
Round hill of the bushes, 1 ring fort, 2 quarries (1835).

CORNACREEVE: (O.S. 22), 71a. lr. 8p.
Cor, hill, croabh, a branch; cor na craoibhe, hill of the branches;
suggests a wooded place. 1 lime kiln (1835).
CORNAGEERAGH: (O.S. 22.25), 146a. lr. 27p.
Cor-na-gcaorach, hill of the sheep.

CURRAGHASHILLAUN: (O.S. 25), 76a. 2r. 34p.
Currach, a marsh/swamp/moor; silean, a stream; the moor of the
stream. In 1835 it had a corn-kiln.
CURRAGHNABANIA: (O.S. 21, 22), 620a. 3r. 28p.
Currach-na-bainne, moor or marsh of the milk or milch cows.
Contains townland of Meenahill.
Meen (lr Min), a level green field on a mountain, coll, hazel; min-an
choill: green flat of the hazel trees.
CURRAGHNAWALL: (O.S. 22), 235a. 2r. 38p.
Currach-na-bhfal; currach, moor, fal, a ditch or stone wall, (see Falls
Rd. Belfast, Bothar na bhFal); the moor/march of the ditches/stone
walls. In 1835 it had a cluster of houses and a school.

CORRABEEGHER: (O.S. 25), 147a. Or. 14p.
Cor-buidheachair, hill of the yellow clay; lime-kiln (1835).
CORRACHOLE: (O.S. 25), 93a. lr. 8p.
Cor-a-choill; hill of the hazel trees; coll, a hazel. Townland contains
Riversdale House; William Lawder on lease from Matilda Shanley

DERNAHELTYBEG: (O.S. 21), 70a. lr. 30p. DERNAHELTYMORE:
(O.S. 21, 22), 464a. lr. 26p.
Doire, oak wood, eilith (gen. eilte), a doe; Doire na h-eilte beg/mor,
big/small oak wood of the doe.

232

233

Leitrim Local Studies

DERNASMALLAN: (O.S. 21, 22), 231a. 0 r. 9p.
Doire, oak wood, smallan, a hillock; the oak wood of the hillock; a
church and school (1835), a ring fort.

DRUMKEEN: (O.S. 24), 242a. Or. 14p.
Droim, hill, caoin, gentle, smooth; gentle sloping hill. O'Donovan says
it had a village of that name, a nursery (1835), 17a. lr. 4p. of trees.
(1857).

DERRINKEHER BRADY, (O.S. 22), 120a. Or. 6p. DERRINKEHER

McDonnell, (O.s. 21, 22, 24, 25), 233a. or.

ioP.

derrinkeher

ROYCROFT, (O.S. 24), 310a. 2r. 15p.
Doire, oak wood, ceachar, a marsh, mire; doire an cheachair, oak wood
of marsh; Brady, Dr John Brady, landlord from 1850s, a native of Cavan
town, a wealthy London doctor, MP for Leitrim 1852-1880. Roycroft,
Lisanover, Templeport. McDonnell (?)
Derrinkeher Roycroft had a corn-kiln and a national school (1835),
Derrinkeher McDonnell 3 lime kilns (1835).
DERRYNAWANA: (O.S. 21.24), 211a. 3r. 4p.
Doire, oak wood, fanadh, a slope/incline; the oak wood of the sloping
ground. (Doire na bhfanaidh).
DROMORE: (O.S. 25), 164a. 2r. 25p.
Droim, a hill, mor, big; droim mor, big hill, one ring fort.

DRUMRANE GLEBE: (O.S. 25), 222a. Or. lip.
Droim, hill, raithne, ferns; hill of the ferns. 1 ring fort. Drumrane was
part of the Glebe lands of the rectory of Fenagh down to 1869 although
part of Oughteragh. It may well have been part of parish of Fenagh at
one time.
DRUMANY: (O.S. 24.25), 48a. 2r. 39p.
Droim, a hill, eannach, a marsh; Droim Eannach, the hill of the marsh.
O'Donovan (1835) gives it as Droim Manach, the hill of the monks.

DRUMLONAN: (O.S. 25), 131a. 3r. 16p.
Joyce Place-Names has Droim Lomain, St Loman's (?) hill, more likely
droim loman, a bare hill from 'lorn', bare, had a village of the same
name (1835).

DRUMRACKAN: (O.S. 24, 21), 278a. lr. 37p.
Droim Bracain, hill of Breacan (O'Donovan) 1 ring fort.

FOHERA: (O.S. 25), 107a. lr. 37p.
Fothar, a forest, foharach, a place abounding in forest. On 2 April 1776
Francis McLaughlin leased the lands of Fohera from Theophilus Jones
and part of lands of Canaboe for 31 years from W. M. Percy. In 1816
Francis passed these lands to Patrick McLaughlin, merchant.
Throughout the 19th century the McLaughlins became the town's
leading business family.

GREAGHGLASS: (O.S. 25), 237a. 2r. 4p.
Greach, hill/coarse mountain flat, glass green; coarse green flat. A
village of the same name (1835), ring fort, school (1826).
GREAGHREVAGHBEG: (O.S. 21), 96a. Or. 7p. GREAGHREVAGHMORE GLEBE: (O.S. 21, 24), 192a. lr. lOp.
Greach, coarse mountain flat, riabhach, grey. Greagh Riabhach
(Mor/Beg), the grey coarse mountain flat, school (1826), a village of that
name (1835); latter part of Glebe lands of Oughteragh.

DRUMDARTAN GLEBE: (O.S. 21 24), 147a. 3r. 8p.
Droim, hill, dearcan, acorn (?); hill of the acorns. 2 ring forts, glebe
house, RIC barracks, school (1835).

GUBNAVEAGH: (O.S. 21), 784a. 2r. 38p.
Gob, a beak, snout, promontory, fiach, raven. Gub na bhFiach, the
peak/promentary of the ravens. Could also be Gob na bhfiadh, peak of
the deer; a pound and corn kiln, school (1835). Highest peak in Sliabh
an Iarainn is Bencroy 1707 ft. Skeagh bog 'turf schemes in 1940s
employed 35 men; turf drawn out to main road on 35 asses; Skeagh, a
bush, a shrubbery. Skeagh Slough, a swamp. Cam Rua, the red
mound; Poll na Maidi hole of sticks/props; Badhun, an enclosure or
bawn; Forabhan, forrach bhan, a meeting ylace (?) Corragarraigh i.e.
round hill of the rocks, a flat between Gubnaveagh and
Knockacullion.

234

235

DRUMBAD: (O.S. 24), 25a. 170a. Or. 5p.
Droim, a hill, bad, boat; Droim Bad, hill of the boat. i.e. hill shaped like
a boat.

DRUMBIBE: (O.S. 24), 21. 196a. lr. 23p.
Droim, hill, piob, pipe, hill of the pipes, two ring forts; school (1835).
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KILDORRAGH: (O.S. 25), 161a. 2r. 7p.
Coill, a wood, dorcha, dark, a dark wood. 1 ring fort.
KILLADOUGH: (O.S. 25), 127a. lr. 22p.
Coill, a wood, dubh, dark, the dark/black wood; graveyard (1835),
KILLAGLASHEEN: (O.S. 25), 57a. lr. 36p.
Coill an glaisin, wood of the little stream; glas, a stream,glasin, a little
stream. 1 ring fort.

KILLANEEN: (O.S. 22), 118a. lr. 14p.
Coill, wood, Aithnin, person's name, Coill Aithnin, Aithnin's wood
(O'Donovan) (?), a forge, lime kiln, school, public house owned by
James Arnold 1838 later by William Moore, Isabella Moore (1893), P.
Cosgrove, 1894-1907, O’Dowd, Hugh Fox, Pat McKenna.

KILLNAMADDYROE: (O.S. 22), 118a. lr. 14p.
Coill, wood, mada ruaidhe, fox, Coill na Madai Ruaidh, the wood of
the foxes.

Poll an Easa: Standing on the waterfall Columba Cryan and Kevin Sharkey (1951).

KILRUSH: (O.S. 24), 146a. 3r. 3p.
coill, wood, rois, a point, promontory of land; the wood of the
point/promontory. 2 ring forts', school 1826-1835.

KILTYBARDAN: (O.S. 25), 390a. lr. 8p.
coill, pi. coillte, woods, Bardain, proper name (?) Bardan's woods. St
John's Lough got its name from the St John family who lived on Wood
Island; Oliver St John (1856). Passed to the Lyttle family through

1

McKenna's Public House, Edintenny.

All that remained of the waterfall after the storm of ]une 1986.
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marriage. Other islands in the lake are Turf Island, Crane Island, Buck
Island (O.S. 1911). In 17th century the lake was known as
Loughnecoursey.
KILTYCREEVAGH: (O.S. 22), 110a. 2r. 39p.
Coill, pi. coillte, craobhach, branchy, the branchy woods or wooded
place.

KILTYGERRY: (O.S. 25), 190a. lr. 7p.
coillte geire, short woods (O'Donovan).
KILTYMOODAN: (O.S. 25), 183a. 3r. 31p.
Coillte Muadain, woods of Muadan (person's name), 2 ring forts.

KILTYNASHINNAGH: (O.S. 24), 182a. lr. 9p.
Coill, pi. coillte, sionnach, a fox, Coillte na Sionnach, the woods of the
foxes. A com mill and scutch mill (1835).
KNOCKACULLION: (O.S. 21), 1740a. 3r. 25p.
Cnop, hill, cuileann, holy, Cnoc-an-Chuilinn hill of the holy trees, 2
lime kilns, 2 corn kilns (1835). Contains Loughbelbeg, Lochan or
little lake. The largest townland in the parish.
•KNOCKANROE: (O.S. 25), 151a. lr. 23p.
Cnocan, little hill, rua, red, Cnocan Rua, little red hill.

LAHARD: (O.S. 25), 151a. lr. 23p.
Leath, a half, ard, high; the high half; a village, forge, school, quarry,
number of houses (1835).
LISCUILFEA: (O.S. 22, 25), 97a. 3r. 2p.
Lios, a fort, coill, a wood, fiadh, a deer, the wooded fort of the deer.
LIOSNATULLAGH: (O.S. 25), 330a. 2r. 3p.
Lios, a fort, tullach, a mound/hillock; the fort of the hillock.
O'Donovan has lios na tulcha, fort of the hill; a lime kiln and quarry
(1835), school (1826) in which Greek was taught.

LISSACARN: (O.S. 22, 25), 254a. Or. 13p.
Lios, a fort, earn, a mound of stones, (an ancient burial ground); Lios
an chairn, the stone fort, school (1835).

238

Trees replace people : John Dolan's, Pottore (1987).

LONGSTONES: (O.S. 25), 110a. 3r. 3p.
Got its name from a number of standing stones (see Chapter 1). 1 ring
fort.

MAYO: (O.S. 24, 25), 439a. Or. 12p.
Maigheo from magh, a plain, eo, yew trees, the plain of the yews;<
ring forts, school (1835).
MISCKAUN GLEBE: (O.S. 21), 327a. Or. 6p.
According to Joyce (Irish Placenames) Mioscan is a roll of butter.
Mioscan may describe terrain shaped like a roll of butter (?).
Incorporates the small townland of Knockanea (Cnoc an Fhiaidh, hill
of the deer) since the 1835 O.S. A fort, 2 quarries (1835).

MOHER: (O.S. 24, 25), 146a. lr. 25p.
Mothar, a cluster of trees, moher can also mean a ring fort, or stone
castle but more generally a cluster of trees. In 1825 it was known as
Feagh or Feaugh i.e. fiodhach, wooded.
MULLNASILLAGH: (O.S. 25), 263a. 3r. 30p.
Mull, a hill, Mull na saileach, hill of the sallows.

OUGHTERAGH: (O.S. 25), 263a. 3r. 30p.
Uachtar, upper, achadh, field/meadow; Uachtar Achadh upper field.
Tarmon (Ir Tearmann), Church land.
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TOMLOSKAN: (O.S. 24, 25), 203a. 2r. 21p.
Tom, a bush Loscain; Losan's bush. O'Donovan has Tuain Loscain,
Loscan's grave; a com mill, Eel weir, Millford bridge (1825).

POTTORE: (O.S. 21), 299a. lr. 18p.
Potaire, a potter, contained a village in 1835 of that name.
PRABAGH: (O.S. 32), 169a. lr. lip.
Prabach, a miry, dirty place, Corroge, small round hill, cor, a hill,
corrog, a small hill.

SELTANAHUNSHIN: (O.S. 21), 824a. 3r. 18p.
Seitan: a shallow/low plantation; fuinseann, fuinnse, fuinnseog;
omitted, uinnseann, ash; Seitan na h-Uinnseann, low wood of the ash.
A ring fort.
STRALONGFORD: (O.S. 21), 365a. Or. 33p.
Srath, a holm, longphort, a fortress or encampment, the holm of the
fortress. 3 lime kilns and com kiln (1835). 'Steallan', the name given to
a well along the public road in Stralongford with a high iron content.

STRADERMOT: (O.S. 25), 125a. 3r. 29p.
Sraith, holm, Diarmad, Dermot. Srath Diarmada, holm of Diarmad, a
ring fort.

TULLY: (O.S. 25), 107a. lr. Op.
Tullach, a mound or hill.

TULLYLACKANBEG: (O.S. 21), 125a. 3r. 23p.
Tullach, mound, leacain, a slope. Tullach Leachain Beag, mound of the
small (gentle) slope.
TULLYOSCAR: (O.S. 25), 116a. 2r. 23p.
Tullach, mound/hill; Tullach Oscair, Oscar's hill.
TULLYWANA: (O.S. 21), 263a. lr. lOp.
Tullach, mound/hill, Ban, white, white hill, school.

UNSINAGH: (O.S. 22, 25), 164a. lr. 29p.
fuinseann (uinseann) ash tree; (f)uinseannach, abounding in ash
trees, 5 lime kilns (1835).

Flooding in Ardrum Bottoms 1988.
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WHERE LEITRIM WATERS
FLOW
Phil McGoohan 1877-1917
I

It is with affection these lines I mean to pen,
In memory of my childhood days when I was scarcely ten.
I always liked to ramble to pluck the cherry and the sloe
Along the daisy-sloped canal where Leitrim waters flow.

II

Aghoo Bridge (1991).

Above the rippling waters here stands old Riversdale,
Its mansion house and splendour, its woods and flowery dales.
Its landscape clear each day appears, the golden sun sinks low,
And the large beech trees move with the breeze where Leitrim waters
flow.

Ill

There stands the bridge of Aghoo, a grim and stately pile,
Where tourists sweet and lovers meet and travellers rest a while.
The honey tips the woodbine as the summer sun sinks low,
And the twilight veils the arch where Leitrim waters flow.

IV
Maura Magoohan's, Aghoo, showing the old dance-hall on the left (closed in
mid-’fifties).

Upon each Sunday evening in the merry month of June,
When all the feathered warblers are pouring out their tune,
Upon each towering battlement the boys sit in a row,
While beneath their feet like amber threads the Leitrim waters flow.
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V
The anglers with his hook and line along these banks do roam,
Companions of my childhood days alas now far from home,
And beyond the Atlantic waves these thoughts fly back to me,
Of the lovely scenes around Lock Four where Leitrim waters flow.

VI
Alas these days are vanished and youthful pleasure gone
The cursed emigration scheme has drained them one by one,
And young men all both great and small to a foreign land they go,
From Aghoo bridge and Riversdale where Leitrim waters flow.

PART III

FOLKLORE
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XIII

GHOSTS, FAIRIES AND
WITCHES
The following section is not meant to be even a synopsis of the
great body of folklore from the area dealing with ghosts, fairies and
witches. It is simply extracts chosen to illustrate how superstition
and fear of the spirit world influenced the lives of the people almost
as much as their religious faith.
There was a widespread belief in the existence of a spirit world
of ghosts and fairies, capable of intruding into their affairs and of
harming people by bringing bad luck on their crops, livestock or on
themselves and their children. The spirit world was also used to
explain happenings for which they had no obvious natural
explanation. In a society where the dividing line between survival
and destitution was very slender and where any reversal of fate could
spell ruin, good luck was important and bad luck had to be guarded
against by a whole series of rituals or pistreogs (piseogs) aimed at
keeping the spirit-world at bay. The day to day lives of the people
were also influenced by omens of good and bad that were carefully
noted. Certain days and months were considered lucky or unlucky,
certain happenings were omens of good or evil. It is no wonder that
the Maynooth Catechism, so familiar to school children down to the
early 'fifties listed 'dealings and communications with the devil,
inquiring after lost things, incantations, charms, spells and
superstitious observance of omens' as forbidden by the first
commandment.
Ghosts ruled the night and stories about them were told as
fireside recreation. They were depicted as troublesome and
frightening but benign. They appeared at the homes of landed
gentry, on lonely stretches of road, at certain bridges and of course at
graveyards. Certain houses were said 'to have a step in them' or a
ghost imprisoned in a locked room. To meet a dog with fiery eyes, a
barking dog traversing the boundary of the parish, a black pig or a
turkey cock at night was to have met the devil. People who died
leaving unpaid debts or who were wronged in life were said to have
appeared to their friends soliciting prayers. They were described as
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'souls that couldn't rest'. There are stories of exorcisms carried out by
the priest:

. . . When they'd go to bed at night all hell used to break out
below. It got so bad that one night-----------and the wife were
pulled out of the bed. He went down to Fr---------- and told
him the story. He said he'd say Mass in the house, which he
did. That night they were all sitting at the fire when a big tall
man walked up out of the lower room, out the door and down
the lane. They had never seen him before . . . They had no more
trouble . . .
Another version of the same story tells of a rat walking out of the
room with a piece of paper in its mouth. The following story tells of
how a troublesome ghost was imprisoned in a bottle:

There was something in that place. They say there was a man
killed in it. He fell down the stairs. Whatever it was it took a
priest to get rid of it. He put the 'playboy' into a bottle which he
buried under a bush at the foot of the garden and it's there yet
Donkey Derby (1972)

These are only a few samples from a great body of ghost-lore that
is fast disappearing from the area and has never been properly
recorded.
Fairies on the other hand differed from ghosts in that they had
the power to harm anyone who interfered with them. They lived in
the ring forts and under lone bushes. It was dangerous to interfere
with either and anyone who did got a wound that would not heal,
lost an eye or even died shortly afterwards. Music and laughter and
the chatter of voices were heard coming from forts and people going
home late at night were invited to take part in a card-game or a music
session:
He used to be out every night until all hours at the cards. One
night he was coming home and just as he stepped across the
style into his own field a table was planted before him by a
number of men. They played away until the break of day when
suddenly the men and table and all disappeared. He never
played a card after that . . .

A similar story is told about a flute player who became involved
in a music session with the fairies on his way home from a dance. To

Soap-box Derby (1977): Sgt. John O'Donnell, Fr John Young, Jim
McPadden, Ivan Price, Tommy Prior, Phil Elderton
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prevent this happening the pack of cards was split and sections
carried in different pockets. Similarly sections of the concert flute
were carried the same way. People were led astray by the fairies at
night — they 'stepped on a stray sod' or 'got a trip' and walked all
night before discovering their bearings at dawn. Houses were built
on fairy passes and the angry fairies would annoy the inhabitants
with noise and talk and laughter until they were forced to leave it:

matter what they heard that night not to go outside — on no
condition . . . That night a mighty fight started on the street
outside and it went on all night. You'd swear there was a
hundred men at each other. At dawn it all died away and when
they ventured out there was nothing . .. The girl was as good as
gold that evening. It seems the doctor's men won and saved the
girl from being taken by the other fairies.

One of the----------- s built a house in that field there. You can
see the track of it yet. They say they could never live in it with
the noise and the rumpus at night. Things moving around in
the kitchen and the spinning wheel working ... In the end they
had to move and build on the opposite side of the road.

Infants, young girls and even young married women were taken
by the fairies and a changeling left instead that died shortly
afterwards. It was dangerous for a young girl to stray unattended
near a fort for this reason. The tongs was placed over the cradle to
protect a newly-born infant from being snatched. 'I used to hear
them say that my grandmother — a young woman — was taken and
that she was often seen after that sitting combing her hair at the well
in the big garden.
The following two stories tell how people taken by the fairies
were recovered:
(a) The girl he was engaged to died unexpectedly. That night
he was on the way to her wake and he met her at a style ... She told
him she would be passing that way at midnight on a white horse on
her way to the fort. If he could take her from the horse she would be
his . . . That night, sure enough, he saw her and pulled her from the
horse. When they went home to her house they pulled the sheet off
the corpse and there was nothing there but an old bog block . . .
(b) He was coming off his ceili one night in Tullyoscar and just
as he was passing----------- 's house (it was along the very lane) a
newly born infant was handed out the window to him. He brought it
home. Next morning he went out to see how things were. There was
great grief, the child was dead. He told them that he had their child . .
. They went into the priest and he told them to throw the dead infant
in the fire. As soon as they did it went out the chimney in a puff of
smoke.

To ensure that this would not happen it was recommended that
the four corner-stones of a new house be left in position for a period
before building commenced. If they were not interfered with or
moved by the fairies it was safe to build.
Acording to local lore in Aughnasheelin there were good and
bad fairies in the parish as the following story from Stralongford
illustrates:
Down there along the Yellow River is the fairy glen. The old
people used to say that there were two classes of fairies — good
ones and bad ones. They used to march up and down the
'sraitheens' on opposite sides of the river daring each other.
One night there was a mighty battle between them. It went on
all night 'til morning. I can't say which side won . . .
Aughnasheelin had a fairy doctor or 'pistreog-man' who was
said to have been able to work cure? through white magic or sharing
in the power of the fairies. He was held in fear and high regard
locally and 'no one, not even the priest, would have anything to do
with him'.

THE WITCH HARE
'There was a fine young girl in the house and she got sick all of a
sudden and began to decline for no reason. They went to the old
doctor. He was sitting in the corner with a woman's petticoat
around his shoulders and as he talked to them he was
measuring the gartar. This was how he foretold things . . . He
told them to go home and close all doors and windows and no

The stories about witch-craft in the locality deal exclusively with
the milk-witch or taking the butter from the milk. Milk and butter
were particularly important to people and had to be protected against
the fairies or the milk-witch by hanging St Brigid's Cross or blessed
palm in the byre; tying red rags to the cows' tails; tracing the Sign of
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the Cross on the cow's flank at milking time with the first milk. It was
dangerous to throw milk in a stream or river lest you give the butter
to the fish. If there was churning going on in a house and a visitor
called he had to take 'a brash' or turn at the dash before leaving lest
he take the butter with him. Milk spilled on the grass had to be
tramped into the ground. The witch-hare might lick the grass and in
that way take the butter.
There were many ways in which the milk-witch could function
— by watching the smoke from another chimney on May morning
and walking in the door of her own house backways; by dragging a
rope in the dew on a May morning; by turning herself into a fly and
buzzing around the chum during churning. By far the most common
story is that of the witch-hare.

about among them sucking them but a big hare ... He was told
to get a black greyhound and lie in wait for her next morning ...
He slipped the hound after the hare and the chase took place.
She made straight for the little house where the pair (sisters)
lived. She made to get in the window which was half opened
but as she did the hound caught her by the thigh. He followed
on and broke in the door. He found the churning going on and
one of the sisters sitting at the fire. He noticed a trickle of blood
from her running down the floor . . .

A lone bush and Longstone rock.

This story was particularly popular in Drumreilly Upper but
another version of it from Aughnasheelin says the hare had to be
shot with a crooked sixpence. In other cases the witch used to take
the butter by throwing a dead hand into the empty chum and
chanting 'gather, gather, near and far and all you gather bring it
here', or take a few straws from the roof of a neighbour's byre and
put them on her own. In Aughawillan the butter was recovered by
putting a plough-iron into the fire until it turned red hot. Then it
started to burn the witch who had taken the butter, wherever she
was, until she was forced to return it. There was one danger in this. If
the wind changed while the iron was red all in the household would
go insane. Butter was particularly vulnerable on May day and, as we
shall see later, elaborate precautions had to be made to protect it from
both the fairies and the milk-witch.
Apart from the milk-witch there were other people, not
necessarily women, who were said to have an evil eye and could
over-look an animal or child so that it would not thrive afterwards. A
child weaned from its mother's breast and then put back again was
said to have an evil eye or a child born on Whit Sunday. Such people
were kept away from the byre at all costs. The spell of the evil eye was
removed by writing the letters of the alphabet on a piece of paper
and burning it under the nose of the animal or child or by shaking
salt on the cow's back. It was imperative always to invoke a blessing
on a man's child, his crops or his cattle lest he accuse you of
over-looking them should they fail to prosper later by saying 'a great
child, good luck to him' or 'good luck to your cow' etc.
Holy Water, St Brigid's Cross, blessed salt, a blessed candle and
blessed palm from Palm Sunday were all used to ward off evil and
bad luck but should they fail the priest was the last recourse. He was
asked 'to say an Office', bless the house or even say Mass in it. It was
part of their belief that the priest by virtue of his ordination had
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He had four or five of as good cows as was in the parish. He lost
the butter. No matter how long they churned all they got was
froth. There were two old sisters living down the road from
him. (No one wanted to have anything to do with them.) He
suspected what had happened. He was advised to watch the
cows at the break of day. He did. What did he see hopping
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power to conquer the forces of evil. In fact this belief enhanced his
standing in the community. The prayer recited in English after the
old Latin Mass asking God 'to cast down to hell Satan and with
him all the wicked spirits that wander through the world seeking the
ruin of souls' was thought to refer to ghosts and wandering spirits.
Improved education and communications gradually caused the
spirit world of ghosts and fairies and the power of the milk-witch to
retreat ceasing to be a factor in the lives of the people. With them
went the pistreogs designed to ward them off. Belief in them may
seem amusing to a more enlightened age but it was a very real factor
in people's lives down to the early decades of this century and traces
of it may still be found locally.

XIV

SEASONAL CUSTOMS
The old Celtic year was divided into four seasons each
beginning with a festivity. St Brigid's Day (1 February), a
christianising of a pre-christian feast, marked the first of spring; May
Day or Bealtaine the beginning of summer, Lughnasa (1 August)
the beginning of autumn or harvest and Hallowe'en or Samhain (1
November) the beginning of winter. These festivities survived until
recently as important occasions in the year alongside the Christian
calendar. The customs associated with them were mostly concerned
with the fertility of crops and livestock. The customs mentioned in
the following pages were all to be found at one time in the
Ballinamore area but most of them are now long gone.
NEW YEAR'S DAY

As a festival New Year's Day was of no great significance.
Nevertheless, a few things connected with it are worth mentioning.
Care was taken to have the house swept clean on New Year's Eve. All
sweepings, ashes, dirty water had to be thrown out before midnight
as it was unlucky to allow anything (milk, butter, fire, money or even
dirt or ashes) to leave the house on New Year's Day. They were afraid
of giving away their luck for the rest of the year. An anxious look-out
was kept for the first visitor on New Year's morning. A red-haired
visitor particularly a woman, was a sign of bad luck but a
black-haired visitor was considered a good omen particularly if the
visitor was a person of standing.

EPIPHANY (6 January)
Until the revision of the calendar in 1752 this was Christmas Day
and it continued to be known as 'Old Christmas' or 'Little
Christmas'. As on Christmas Eve it was customary to have a feast of
some kind. Twelve lighted rush candles were put standing in a cake
of clay during the rosary to represent the twelve Apostles. Each
member of the family picked a candle. The person whose candle
burned out first would be first to die in the house. Conversely the
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person whose candle lasted longest would live the longest. The dust
from the burned out candles was sometimes kept as a cure for cuts
and bleeding and the clay cake was put in the thatch of the byre as
protection for the cows against the milk-witch and the 'evil eye'.
ST BRIGID'S DAY

As St Brigid was the patron saint of the parish, her festival was,
as we have already seen, celebrated by a pattern to her well in
Oughteragh. Another custom connected with her feast was making
St Brigid's Crosses. Fresh rushes were pulled (not cut) on the eve of
the feast. That night a young girl in the house went outside and
knocked on the door saying: 'Go on your knees, open your eyes and
let in Brigid'. To this the household answered before she entered
carrying the fresh rushes: 'It is she, the holy woman'. The crosses
were then made and placed over the door of the dwelling house, the
byre and the hen-house to hang there for the year. Another custom
from Drumreilly Up. was to place a piece of cloth, preferably red, on a
bush outside during the night in the belief that the saint going round
the country on her feast would touch it and endow it with curative
powers. This was known elsewhere as Bratog or Brat Bride (St
Brigid's cloak).
St Brigid's Day was traditionally looked on as the first of spring
even though the spring's work might not begin for many weeks.
There was the belief that after St Brigid's Day the days would begin
to lengthen and the weather improve — 'On St Brigid's Day you can
put away your candlestick'. St Brigid is also supposed to have said:
'Every second day fine from my day and half of my own day'.

St Brigid's Shrine

SHROVE TUESDAY

Garrett Moran and Gerard McGovern at St Brigid's Well (posed 1991)

Shrove or Pancake Tuesday was the last day of festivity before
'the black fast' of Lent which meant abstinence from meat, eggs,
butter and milk. On Shrove Tuesday surplus eggs and butter were
used up in making great quantities of pancakes before the
commencement of Lent. As no marriages were allowed in Lent,
Shrove Tuesday or Seraft Tuesday was both a popular and lucky day
to get married. Eligible girls who had not got a marriage proposal by
then were said to be in bad humour on Shrove Tuesday. For this
reason it was called 'Puss Tuesday' or 'Big Lip Tuesday'. Men got
their hair and beard clipped for the last time until Holy Thursday. As
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a result it was sometimes referred to as 'Chopping or Clipping
Tuesday'. Not cutting hair, beard, fingernails or toenails during Lent
was done as penance.
RIABHACH OR BORROWING DAYS

fated to take life. No one went near water or fished on Whit Sunday
as it was believed that those who had died by drowning would
attempt to abduct living persons who entered the water on that day.
MAY DAY OR BEALTAINE

The first three days of April were known as the Riabhach or
Borrowing days. They are generally cold and wet and stormy. The
story goes that the old cow struggled through the harsh weather of
March and once she got into April she kicked up her heels and
scoffed at March. March borrowed three days from April and killed
the old cow.
ST PATRICK'S DAY

Strangely enough there are virtually no customs associated with
the feastday except the wearing of the shamrock and 'drowning the
shamrock'. It was a break in the Lenten fast and people
over-indulged in drink on that day. Crowds went to the town on St
Patrick's Day. A number of local bands 'played the town' giving it a
carnival atmosphere.

EASTER

Few festivals were as important as May day in the Irish calendar.
It celebrated the coming of summer, a period of growth. Most of the
customs associated with it centred around the belief that fairies,
notably the 'puca' and the milk-witch were particularly active on
May eve and May morning. Bands of fairies roamed the countryside
on May eve and children were in danger of being snatched and a
changeling left instead. The tongs was placed over the cradle to
prevent an infant from being snatched and young girls were warned
not to stray near forts.
Milk and butter were particularly vulnerable from the
milk-witch. Elaborate precautions had to be taken to prevent both
the fairies and witches from entering the house or the byre. May
flowers were thrown in the sign of the cross on the threshold and on
the windows and also outside the byre. Garlands or chains of May
flowers (primroses) were thrown on the thatch over the door. Rowan
or mountain ash was also commonly used to protect the butter.
Branches were thrown on the thatch or it was made into a 'gad' and
placed around the churn-dash during churning on May morning.
Red rags were tied on the cows' tails to ward off evil.
One thing the witches were anxious to steal on May day was fire
which represented the heart of the house just as milk and butter
represented the means of sustenance. On no condition would fire be
allowed out of the house. A visitor lighting his pipe would have to
smoke it before he left. In fact nothing was allowed out of the house
that day. It was unlucky to sweep the floor or put out the ashes.

Good Friday and Easter Sunday were the two big days in Holy
Week. The Irish traditionally had great devotion to the Cross and to
the physical sufferings of Christ on the Cross. It was improper to do
anything with iron or go to the forge on Good Friday as the nails
used to crucify Christ were made of iron. It was also considered a
lucky day to sow oats or start setting the potatoes. Houses were
cleaned and whitewashed in preparation for Easter. On Holy
Saturday evening .young people went around the neighbourhood
collecting eggs. This was known as a 'cludog of eggs'. An outdoor
feast of eggs was sometimes held on Easter Sunday. Young people
competed with each other to see who could eat the greater number of
eggs. It was believed that the sun danced in the sky on Easter
morning as a welcome to the Risen Christ and people would get up
early hoping to see it happen. If Easter Sunday was gloomy and wet
it was seen as a bad sign for the summer. Whit Sunday was
considered a particularly unlucky day. A child bom on that day was
referred to as a 'cinciseach' and was said to have an evil eye or was

There were generally two bonfires, one on mid-summer's eve (22
June) and what was known as the 'little bonfire' on the eve of 29 June,
the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. People danced and sang around a
huge bonfire at the local cross-roads. In Aughnasheelin there was
also the custom of individual households putting out small bonfires
to protect the milk. Few customs associated with the bonfire have

258

259

BONFIRE NIGHT

Leitrim Local Studies

survived into this century. Old people used to take a coal or burned
stick (known as a 'cunleen') or some ashes from the bonfire and
throw it into the oats or potato field as a protection against frost or
cut-worm and in general to ensure a bumper harvest.

account of Bilberry Sunday as he remembered it as a child in the
early years of this century.

They used to call it Donagh or Bilberry or Garland Sunday. It
was a big day for both young and old. Everyone went to the
mountain that day. We'd be watching out for it for weeks and it
would be the whole topic for weeks after. People used to invite
friends to come and stay with them the night before and the
houses along the way used to be whitewashed for the occasion.
On Saturday evening there would be a great rush to get
finished with the hay afraid there might be any left over for
Sunday and we might not get going. As soon as the dinner was
over everyone headed off. People seldom kept to the roads but
took short-cuts across the mountain. There used to be hundreds
there from all over and even some from the town. Some danced
half-sets, others played pitch and toss, while others roamed the
mountain picking bilberries. Crowds used to sit on the
'screigs' watching the dancers. I remember hearing them say
that a travelling fiddler called Coyle used to come there and play
for a few pence. People used to throw a penny or two into a hole
in the road in front of him. That was the day the people used to
dig the new potatoes for the first time for the dinner on Bilberry
Sunday. The man who hadn't the new potatoes for that day was
next to no farmer . . .

DONAGH OR BILBERRY SUNDAY AT SKERAHOO
Donagh or Bilberry Sunday was celebrated at Skerahoo bridge
on the borders of Selton and Tullylacken in Aughnasheelin on the
last Sunday in July down to the 1940s. It was a survival of the old
pagan feast of Lughnasa in honour of the Celtic sun-god Lugh, the
god of ripening and fertility. Tom Cafferty gave me the following

By the mid-'forties the festivities of Donagh Sunday had all but
died out except for children. There is nobody living in either Selton
or Tullylacken now and forestry surrounds Skerahoo bridge.

SAMHAIN/HALLOWE'EN

Skerahoo Bridge scene of the Bilberry Sunday celebrations down to the 'forties.

This festival, the last of the old Irish year, was a farewell to the
harvest and a preparation for the long dark days of winter. It was
referred to locally as Hallontide.
On Hallowe'en night (31 October) ghosts and fairies were even
more active and powerful than on the eve of May day. People were
encouraged not to be out late on a night which was believed to be
ruled by the spirit world. They were advised not to cross fields or go
near fairly forts lest they be abducted by the fairies. All fruit such as
blackberries or apples not harvested by then was said to be
contaminated by the puca on Hallowe'en night and to be dangerous
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falling down etc. Some of these games still survive on Hallowe'en
night.
Hallowe'en night was the most auspicious night in the year for
divination particularly in connection with the marriage prospect of
young people. The following are just a few examples: If you dance
round the hay-stack three times on Hallowe'en night you will see the
face of your future wife or husband. Throw the yoke of an egg into a
bucket of water and you will see your future spouse. A blindfolded
person was led to three plates, one containing clay, one water and the
third a ring. If the clay was chosen the person would die within the
year. If the water was chosen the person would emigrate and the ring
indicated early marriage. Most of these exercises in marriage
divination were carried out by girls more than by boys.
All Souls Night, the night of 1 November, was the night
when the souls of the dead were believed to be released from
purgatory either permanently or for a time to seek prayers from the
living and to visit the houses where they had lived while on earth. As
a result of this belief the fear of spirits and ghosts persisted from
Hallowe'en night to All Souls night. After the Rosary the table was
left set with food on it for the visiting souls and in the morning the
ashes was examined on the hearth to see if there were foot-prints left
in it, evidence that the returned souls had been sitting around the
fire.
ST MARTIN'S DAY (11 November)
Pete Moran, Kilaglasheen, with his ass and cart.

to eat after that. There was a custom of leaving a few apples on a tree,
a small portion of a ridge of potatoes undug, or a few handfuls of oats
uncut to placate the puca at harvest time.
Hallowe'en was also a night for practical jokes — tying doors of
houses so that people could not get out, blocking chimneys, opening
and removing gates, stealing cabbage from the neighbour's garden
or field etc. The mischief making of Hallowe'en was allied to the
belief in the supernatural activity of the fairies on that night.
Originally they were probably blamed on the revelries of the fairies.
People generally stayed at home on that night and the children
engaged in a series of games, snap-apple (trying to bite an apple
suspended from the ceiling), ducking (taking a coin in one's mouth
from the bottom of a tub or basin of water), Dallog or Blindman's
Buff, Three Wise Men from the East (a mime game), London Bridge is

St Martin's feast was celebrated by killing a hen and sprinkling
the blood on the door of the dwelling house and out-houses to keep
away evil. The custom of killing the hen survived in the Ballinamore
area until well into this century but the practice of sprinkling the
blood was long gone. One explanation given of this feast was that it
marked the end of the milking season.
CHRISTMAS

The feast of Christmas is one of great importance in the
Christian calendar but in Ireland it was never a major secular festival.
Most of the customs now associated with Christmas including Santa
are foreign and of recent origin in Ireland.
The season of Advent was a time of preparation for the birth of
Christ. It was marked by bands of youths blowing horns at night on
hill-tops. According to the story the shepherds blew horns on their
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way from the mountain to visit the stable at Bethlehem on the first
Christmas. There is reference to this custom in the State Papers for
Leitrim in the 1820s. Horn-blowing at that time could also be a
warning by the Ribbonmen that they were on the move against
someone locally who had violated their code.
Big Market Tuesday, the Tuesday directly before Christmas, was
the biggest market of the year. It was the day that the turkeys and
geese were sold. The surplus money enabled the local farmers to
settle outstanding accounts, buy a range of commodities that
otherwise they might not be able to afford and enter into the festive
season by exchanging drinks and Christmas good wishes with
friends and neighbours. Judging from the accounts of the oldest
business in the town, there is no evidence that luxury goods were
bought to celebrate the feast. This only began to creep in gradually in
the early decades of this century with the coming of greater affluence.
The house was cleaned, whitewashed and decorated with holly.
The thorns on the holly represented the thorns in Christ's crown, the
red berries his blood-drops. It was customary to give the animals
extra fodder on Christmas eve, especially the ass. The ass was held in
special regard because of its role in the flight into Egypt. The main
celebration was on Christmas eve night. Candles were lit in every
window, a symbol of hospitality, of welcome to the new-born Christ

The Creamery Man (1981).

Jim Joe Prior at Carrigallen ploughing competition (1981).

fleeing from Herod. A family meal consisted mostly of boiled boxty
before they retired to be on the road in time for the early Mass which
was at 7.30 a.m. Mrs Mary Ellen Guckian of Gubnaveagh, recalled at
the age of 96 her early memories of Christmas morning: 'It used to be
a lovely sight to see all the lights coming out through the lanes and
heading off in groups down to the chapel in Aughnasheelin'. Fr
Conleth O'Reilly, a native of Derrinkeher McDonnell, recalled his
boyhood memories of Christmas in Aughnasheelin in the 1930s as
follows:
But to come back to the church where my memories started, I
must finish with Christmas morning. The first of three Masses
started in pitch darkness at 6.00 a.m. Horse and harness got a
special polish days before in preparation for the feast. On the
morning horse was hooked to trap or car. Lights on the shafts
bowed and nodded in the darkness to the trot of hooves.
Hundreds on foot carried paraffin or candle lanterns. Through
the fields, through the laneways they came, bowing, swaying,
swinging censors to the rhythm of each step. Lights in windows
of distant houses, stationary lights, moving lights, blinking
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lights, lights everywhere, moving, closing in slowly, slowly, to
form a great circle enclosing the church in amber glow. 'We
have seen his star in the east and have come to worship him'.

Indeed the Christmas Mass was very central to their celebration
of the feast. There was no Christmas dinner as we know it today until
well into this century.
St Stephen's Day was a day for hunting and playing games. In
the early years of the GAA football matches were played that day.
Groups of young boys and girls with faces disguised went from
house to house 'burying the wren' or mumming. They were given
money in every house after they had performed. There is no evidence
in the Ballinamore area of an adult wren-boy tradition such as in
parts of Munster, where groups of adults went around disguised and
entertained with music, song and dance. Perhaps the children were a
remnant of that tradition. On St Stephen's night the first of the
'porter joins' started in Aughnasheelin and continued for the twelve
nights of Christmas and sometimes longer. This tradition where a
number of people pooled their money to buy a quarter or half barrel
of porter and hold a spree (spraoi, party) was found mostly in areas
distant from the town. It was called 'a join' and was of fairly recent
origin.

WAKES AND WEDDINGS
As recently as ninety years ago wakes in the Ballinamore area
were not the solemn decorous occasions they are today. Instead they
were occasions of merriment, festivities and excessive drinking
especially on the death of an old person who had lived a full span of
life. All work stopped in the townland as a mark of respect to the dead
person. People crowded into the 'corpse-house' (pronounced
corp-house) or the 'berl-house'. In addition to prayers and mourning
they spent the two nights of the wake singing, dancing, telling stories
and engaging in a variety of games such as riddles, tongue-twisters,
mimes, slapping, hard-knuckles, versifying, feats of strength,
endurance and agility. Practical jokes were played such as causing the
corpse to move. Played in a small over-crowded kitchen by people
sometimes under the influence of drink these games could be rough
and dangerous leading to bad feeling and even rows occasionally.
Wake games were purely pagan in origin and are explained differently
by authorities on this subject. Some see the traditional Irish wake as
simply a farewell to the dead person while others see it as a way of
challenging death or of swallowing up the psychological and
emotional stress of death and tiding the bereaved over it by engaging
in festivities.
There were many omens of impending death in a family — alight
moving away from the house or round the house, a bird knocking at
the window, a picture falling from the wall or the tongs falling down the
kitchen floor, a black frog coming in at night, a grey mouse, or a
crowing hen. The unfortunate hen had to be killed or abandoned in a
place where three townlands meet. Prior to a death in the community
the death-coach was seen in the dead of night heading towards the
graveyard. Finally there was the banshee who cried on the occasion of
a death in certain families:

I had to go up to collect a pair of nailed boots from the
shoe-maker McTiernan. Around the school (Tullywana) the cry
began over in the bog and followed me. It was like a young child
crying. I kept going, collected my boots and headed for back. The
cry struck up again and followed me and when I came as far as
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----------- 's the old woman was just after dying. 1 went in and
stayed at the wake.
This is just one of numerous stories in local folklore of people
claiming to have heard the banshee.
A period of three hours passed before the person was laid out. The
clock was stopped and all mirrors covered. In Drumreilly the cat was
caught and put under a creel for the duration of the wake. If the cat
happened to jump over the corpse and later jump over some living
person that person would die within a year. Certain people known to
be good at laying out a corpse were designated by the family to do so.
This was normally considered an honour except where the person had
died of fever. There was a fear of contracting fever from the corpse. The
people who did the laying out in this instance were seen to be
courageous, putting themselves and their families at risk. They
usually inoculated themselves with plenty of whiskey beforehand in
the belief that whiskey heated the system strengthening resistance to
the fever. The corpse when laid out was said to be 'over board' from
the Irish 'os chionn chlair'. It was a throw back to the days when they
had no beds and the waking was done on a table.
Meanwhile a member of the family and some neighbours went to
town for what they called 'the corterments' — food, tobacco, pipes,
snuff, drink, the brown habit etc. A wake was an occasion for
hospitality on the part of the bereaved family. It was incumbent on
them to 'bury the dead decently'. Not to do so would be an insult to the
memory of the dead and a slur on the family reputation. To meet the
demands of hospitality families often had to incur debts which took
years to pay but burial expenses were never reneged on and were paid
as soon as possible. The following are two examples of the items
purchased for a wake taken from the records of a business in
Ballinamore, one in 1897 and the other in 1906. They are typical of
wakes in general at the time.

starch Id., blue Id., 2 wax candles 6d., 2 doz bread, 2 bottles ginger
wine 3/-, 4 lbs bacon 1/8, 1 pint J. J. Jameson & Sons 2/6, Coffin
stock 7/3, coffin covering 4/8.

10 May 1897
2 pounds (lbs) tea 2/4,14 lbs sugar 1/9, 2 'A dozen bread 11/3, 6 lbs
tobacco £1.0.0,4 lbs candles 1/-, 6 doz clay pipes 2/-, 6 gls. whiskey
£5.2.0,1 stone bacon 3/91/2,1 coffin stock 6/10,1 pint J. J. Jameson &
Sons 2/6,1 lb loaf sugar, 1 wax candle 3V2d, 2 bottles ginger wine
2/-, 5 yds. material 2/6.
2. January 1906
4 gls malt (whiskey) £3.10.0, 5 lbs tobacco 18/4, 2 lbs tea 4/8,14 lbs
sugar 2/4, 6 doz pipes 2/-, 2 lbs soap 5d., 4 lbs candles 1/2, Vi lb

There are a few things worth noting in these accounts. The first is
the amount of whiskey — six gallons in the first instance or the
equivalent of 38 five-naggin bottles and four gallons or 25 five-naggin
bottles in the second instance. Even allowing for the fact that the
population was much greater than it is today it was still an enormous
amount of drink. The abuse of drink at wakes was a problem in Ireland
going back to the 17th century. Successive Kilmore bishops tried
unsuccessfully to fight it. Bishop Magennis in the 1890s forbade his
clergy to assist at funerals where drink was handed round in the
graveyard during burials. By 1916 the position had improved due to
the growth of temperance in the early part of this century and from an
average of three to five gallons it was reduced to one or two.
In the early years of this century the coffins were still being made
at home by local carpenter. They consisted of a simple box draped over
by black material. Hence the item 'coffin covering' in the above
accounts. The 'black coffin' as it was referred to was preferred to the
'red' or deal coffin which was considered a pauper's coffin but the
latter was rapidly taking over. Finally, items such as soap, blue starch
were a standing part of the order as all bed-linen etc. that had come in
contact with the corpse had to be washed by local women in the days
following the funeral.
Only the relatives, immediate neighbours and women went to the
room where the corpse lay. The men prayed outside the door of the
house before entering to sympathise with the relatives. The corpse
was never left unattended day or night and three candles burned
beside the bed throughout the entire waking. Drink, snuff, clay pipes
and tobacco were passed round at intervals, the recipient saying each
time 'God be good to the dead'. I have only one reference to the custom
of 'keening' (caoineadh) or lamenting the dead person in a plaintive
wail. Mrs. Mary Ellen Guckian of Gubnaveagh (aged 96) told me that
she used to hear her father say that in his young days there was a
family of Campbells from Aghacashel who used to 'cry and wail' at
wakes in that part of the parish. This would mean that keening was
still alive in that part of the parish by the 1870s. Wake games survived
longer but they were also totally gone by 1900. The names of many of
them survived in folk memory and others continued to be played as
kitchen games by children. With the aid of Sean O'Suilleabhain's Irish
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Wake Games it is possible to describe some of them with a view to
illustrating what they were like.
1. Putting the Boar to Bed:
A circle of men formed on the centre of the floor their arms crossed
over one another's shoulders. Inside the circle a girl was seated on
a man's knees. A single player, the boar or pig, tried to get through
to the girl on his hands and knees. If he put his head in between a
player's legs or between the legs of two different players the
owners would squeeze his head until he was forced to withdraw.
If he succeeded in breaking through and kissing the girl the player
on whose knees she was seated then became the boar. So the game
continued until all were tired.
2. Marrying the Nine Daughters:
A man sat on a chair surrounded by nine girls representing his
daughters. Nine men came in each representing a trade, asking for
one of his daughters. They were refused as they would not be able
to support the daughters. The ninth suitor was a farmer and the
father was prepared to give him all his daughters. The others tried
to abduct the daughters but were routed, out of the house by the
angry father. This game led to a great deal of laughter and shouting
and to roughness at times.
3. Sewing the Old Coat:
An old coat or garment was passed round and each one pretended
to sew on it and at the same time compose a rhyme or verse about a
member of the wake party. These were generally humourous and
were greeted with shouting and laughter but on occasion they
could be satirical and hurtful to a member of the party who was
disliked and could lead to bad feeling.
There were other games such as Shuffle the Brogue or Passing the
strap, Slapping, Hard-knuckles, Wrong Sow by the Lug, Wrestling the
Connaughtman, Blindman's Buff or Dallog, Three Wise Men from the
East, Snails Horns. These were all played at wakes locally.
I have only one reference to a row at a wake in the parish. 'I used to
hear my father say that the night of Tim Redican's wake (Drumrane)
the -----------'s were ambushed inside by the ----------- 's in the
wake-house. Word got to him and he arrived in his bare feet with the
crook and cut a pass out for them.'
Tricks were also played such as causing the corpse to move or
throwing water. The worst excesses of wake games took place at wakes
where there was no direct descendent of the deceased left. 'I remember
hearing them say that the night of old -----------'s wake in

Marriages were also occasions for great celebration and
merriment in a locality. Just as in the case of wakes hospitality was to
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Greaghrevagh (he had no one belonging to him) if they threw one they
threw a creel of clods (pieces of turf) at each other'.
Singing at wakes survived down to 1910s in the upper part of
Aughnasheelin where customs of all kinds seemed to have survived
that little bit longer. Maggie Mary McHugh, Stralongford, recalled
hearing singing at wakes when she was a child: 'I asked my father to
bring me to Ann Keaney's wake in Stralongford. There was no grief on
me for Ann Keaney but I wanted to be there. I remember hearing
James Callaghan, Hughie Dolan, Pat and Tom McGourty and Tom
Prior all singing that night. Ould John Alex Cafferty used to tell
famous stories at wakes, I heard him myself'.
Prior to 1918 when Bishop Finegan ordered that the remains be
brought to the church thereby doing away with the two night wake,
the funeral service was conducted from the house. The coffin was
taken outside and rested on two chairs. The priest then read the
funeral service and originally the funeral offerings were paid on top of
the coffin. Hence the origin of the saying 'there was twenty pounds
over him'. Later it was done on a table with the relatives standing
behind the table calling the names of each one as they approached the
table. When the funerals were transferred to the church the relatives
stood behind the altar rails. The priest announced the amount of
offerings. The popularity of a family was measured by the amount of
offerings at the end. When the coffin was lifted the two chairs were
knocked face downwards to banish death from the house. The coffin
was carried to the graveyard by groups of four men who competed
with each other to see which group could walk the fastest and carry it
longest without resting. The first horse-hearse in Ballinamore
belonged to Michael Martin of Main Street. Later James Gallagher, also
of Main Street, had one and Paddy Gallagher's horse-hearse of
Knockacullion covered funerals in Aughnasheelin. The first
motor-hearse was owned by Pat O'Rourke of High Street. It was
known all over the area for the peculiar sound of the horn.
In the graveyard the grave was dug and filled by the neighbours
as a tribute to the dead person and when they had finished they placed
the tools on the grave in the Sign of the Cross.

WEDDINGS
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the fore without any of the drink excesses associated with wakes. It
was important for the father to give his daughter 'a good send off', to
impress the in-laws by showing them that their son was not marrying
'a penniless girl'.
There was a whole series of taboos surrounding the timing of the
wedding. Certain months of the year and days of the week were
unlucky or lucky to get married on. June and September were
considered lucky months but May was not. 'Marry in May and you'll
rue the day', 'Marry in Lent and you'll repent'. As no marriages were
allowed in Lent or Advent, Shrove or 'Seraft' Tuesday was both
popular and lucky for weddings. So also were the days before Advent.
Any day of the week was considered lucky except Friday or Saturday.
It was considered unlucky to start anything new on Saturday much
less a new life. Hence the saying 'Saturday's flitting makes a short
sitting'. It was unlucky to change the date of the wedding or to borrow

Michael Moran, Killaghasheen 1931.

•

Sean Canning

something to wear at your wedding, to wear green, to get married in a
church where there was a funeral. Even the weather on the day of the
wedding was interpreted as indicating the sort of life in store for the
newly-weds. 'Happy the bride the sun shines on'. A bad or gloomy
day was indicative of a gloomy life ahead. As a token of good luck
someone threw the 'beesom' (heather brush) or an old shoe or the
tongs after the bride when she was going out the door of her home to
the church.
The custom of match-making of which so much has been made in
plays in the past was not as common as we are led to believe. Except in
isolated cases it was virtually dead in the Ballinamore area by the
beginning of this century. It was generally used in cases where a boy
or girl wanted to get married but had failed to get a partner and was
getting on in years. The match-maker in this instance acted as a
middle man to bring the two together. He went with the prospective
groom to the girl's house. They brought whiskey with which they
treated the man and woman of the house before announcing their
business which was usually suspected at this stage. If the parents and
the girl were agreeable the amount of the dowry had to be fixed. The
bigger the farm she was 'marrying into' the greater the dowry sought.
It usually consisted of money, between twenty to fifty pounds but a
field or a horse or cattle could also be included. The groom-to-be had
to show that he owned or was sure of inheriting the farm. Land was
considered important. To hold land was to be a man of means able to
guarantee security to the girl. It had also status value and the bigger
the farm the greater the status attained by 'marrying into it'. To marry
a man, on the other hand, 'without a sod of land to his name' was to
marry 'beneath herself'.
Just as in the case of match-making, 'run-aways' had become rare
by 1900. A young pair who could not get parental consent to marry ran
away to a friend's or neighbour's house in the locality. Once they had
done so they had presented the parents with a fait accompli and they
had no option but consent to the marriage. The May fair in
Ballinamore was a special day for running away and the news of the
'run-aways' made local gossip for days afterwards. When it became
known to what house they had gone both sets of parents went to it and
brought whiskey with them which was called 'the bottle drink'. I am
unable to say what was the origin of the term. The date of the marriage
was fixed usually seven weeks after the run-away.
After the Church ceremony which took place during early Mass
the party headed to the bride's house for the celebrations. A very old
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custom which had died out in the last century and to which I can only
get one reference to was 'the bride's race'. A number of young people
ran from the church to the bride's house. The winner took back a bottle
of whiskey to the party which the bride opened and treated everyone.
She then broke the empty bottle on a stone.
The following is a list of items bought for a wedding in the
townland of Moher (Corraleehan) in 1896. Admittedly it is an example
of a more extravagant wedding especially the amount of drink.
V2 barrel porter 16/-, 5 gls malt (whiskey), (the equivalent of 32 five
naggin bottles) £4.10.0, 2 bottles of Port Wine 5/-, 4 bottles of Ginger
Wine, 4/-, 2 doz bread 10/-, 3 lbs candles 9d., 1 lb. loaf sugar 2 Vid., 1 lb.
currants 2d., 2 oz tobacco 5V2d., V2 gl oil 4d., Vi barrel of porter.
By the early years of this century the amount of whiskey bought
had decreased very much as the following example for 1916 shows:
1 Kilderkin of porter £1.9.0,1 quart of malt 6/-, 1 bottle Port Wine
2/6,1 bottle Ginger Wine 1/6,12 lbs Irish ham 15/6, 6 lbs Irish bacon
7/6.
The wedding dinner consisted of bacon, cabbage and potatoes.
After the meal the party went for a drive on side-cars and traps to a
nearby town — Mohill, Keshcarrigan, Drumshanbo or Ballinamore
itself to celebrate 'the bride's drink' before returning home to continue
the merriment into the night. During the night the straw-boys arrived.
They were more generally referred to as 'bean-beggers' in the
Ballinamore area. They disguised themselves in suits of straw
specially made for the purpose and part of the fun of bean-begging
was to maintain their disguise. Usually they got a good reception. The
captain of the bean-beggers danced with the bride and after the group
had entertained they withdrew. Where they were not well received or
allowed in they annoyed the wedding party by playing tricks on them.
Sometimes they could make a nuisance of themselves as the following
incident shows:

The last bean-beggars I ever remember in Prabagh was at
----------- 's and----------- 's wedding. So many crowds of them
came that night that they danced the poor bride off her feet until
she was exhausted. In the latter end she used to have to hide in
the room when she'd hear another crowd coming . . .

her 'the flitting' which consisted of a few chairs or a bed or some
bed-linen or pictures. She was carried across the threshold by her
husband and welcomed into her new home. Next morning the
mother-in-law handed her the tongs, a gesture symbolising the
handing over control of the hearth and fire and consequently of the
house to her. It was unlucky for the bride to return to her own home for
a month after leaving.

AMERICAN WAKE

Generation after generation of youth left as soon as they had
grown up, many of them in their mid-teens. Only one son could
inherit the family farm, the rest had to go. Down to 1920s the bulk of
emigration from Ballinamore area went to America with only a trickle to
England and Australia. Older members of the family sent home 'the
passage' or fare to younger ones or as it was said 'brought them out'.
Some had to borrow the fare from a neighbour and repay it when they
got their first job. Others worked for a term in Scotland and when they
had earned the fare went from there. They left from different places,
Sligo, Derry, Dundalk, Belfast and following the opening of the
narrow gauge railway mostly from Cobh.
The statistics of decline tell us nothing of the heart-break and
finality that accompanied each going. In most instances parting was
almost as final as death. Hence the term 'American Wake' to describe
the 'spree' (spraoi) or party the night before a person left for America.
The neighbours all gathered to leave farewell with the person going
and with a mixture of song, dance and merriment tried to tide the
family over the heart-break of parting in the same way as they did on
the occasion of a death in their midst. There was a pretence that the
person was only going for a short time to amass a fortune before
returning to settle at home. Jokes were passed about 'the yankee' and
how well off he or she would be on returning. This pretence helped to
cushion the family against the blow but it could not conceal the harsh
reality that very few of them ever came back even for a short holiday.
Mrs. Anna Scollan (nee Gallogly) recalled at the age of 91 her six
brothers going to American from Lawderdale station:—

The bride did not go home with her husband the night of the
wedding. Some time later (the period differed) the groom came for her
in what was known as the 'hauling or dragging home'. She took with
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The person going had to go round all the neighbours to say
goodbye. There'd be handshakes, blessings and tears in every
house ... The day before the person was due to leave they'd go to
town to get their few little wants. It wouldn't be very much. That
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night there would be a bit of a spree — a half barrel; Jimmy
Gallogly playing the tin whistle and Peter's Patrick (Gallogly)
playing the accordian. The neighbours would all gather in and
sing and dance until nearly morning. The poor creature going
would be exhausted after being up nearly all night. They'd all be
back in time to go to the early train to see the person off. The
women and children didn't go to the station.
My poor mother used to be heart-broken after every one of
them. She would never see Felie or Tom again. Felie never came
home and Tom died six months after going over. He took fever. I
remember seeing him standing on the platform of the carriage
with his few things in a black box waving to us all until the train
went out of sight. There was many a tear shed on that platform.
They'd come back from the train and try and make the best
of things. The house used to be like a dead-house for weeks
afterwards. My father used to pray during the Rosary at night for
all at sea. On a windy night he'd always say 'its a wild night at
sea' or 'God help all at sea'. We'd be sent to town for the paper
when they'd think the boat had arrived. The papers used to
publish news of arrivals at the time. That was all they'd know
until they'd get a letter. The passage from Queenstown (Cobh)
was £3.10.0 in 1914. It took ten days on the water.
They used to bring oaten bread (baked real hard), jam and
tea to augment the ship's diet. When my own time came to go it
was heart breaking leaving everyone you loved not knowing if
you'd ever see them again ...

I was there with a knap-sack spraver
On the barrel's edge poised
A wasp was floating
Dead on a sunken briar leaf
Over a copper-poisoned ocean.
Patrick Kavanagh

Maggie Mary McHugh of Stralongford recalled her memories of
the American Wake as it was in her young days (circa 1910).

All the neighbours used to gather in, the house would be packed
and they danced to morning ... The person going wanted it that
way and if the crowd wanted to leave he'd say "stay on, stay on".
I suppose he wanted to spin out the last few hours with them that
he grew up with. Everyone gave something — a six pence or a
shilling, whatever they could afford. In most houses there'd be
porter — a half barrel and plenty of good music ... At day light
the car landed on the street to take the 'yankee' to the station.
They danced until he was going out the door . . . There is no
doubt about it but they used to be shocking lonesome and the
crying and wailing and off they'd go never to be seen again . . .

Creel-maker at work.
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Mrs Mary Ellen Guckian, Gubnaveagh, had this to say:

XVI

The dance went on all night. I suppose it passed the night for
them. When they started to get ready to go for the early train it
was heart-breaking to see the grief of the parents. The whole
crowd went a bit of the way with them out as far as the main road
where the car (side car) was waiting to take them to the train.
There they said goodbye to them. Most of them never came back
but they sent home lots of money ... I saw three going out of the
one house the same morning.
The pining of the exile for his native parish is a recurring theme in
the local ballads. Bernard Dolan, Aughnasheelin, in a rambling ballad
written in New York in 1901 which mentions virtually every townland
in the half parish says:
I'm lonely since I said goodbye
And shook my comrade's hand,
Since cruel fate decreed
That I should leave my native land,
That saintly earth that gave- me birth
The land I do adore,
May fathers cot, that cherished spot
Not far from Ballinamore.

Phil McGoohan, Aghoo (1877-1917) in his ballad Where Leitrim
Waters Flow described the changed scene at Aghoo bridge, once a
great assembly point for the youth of the area in summer.
But alas these days have vanished
And youthful pleasure has gone,
The cursed emigration song
Has drained them one by one,
And young men all both great and small
To a foreign land they go,
From Aghoo bridge and Riversdale
Where Leitrim Waters flow.
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FAIRS AND MARKETS
By 1900 there were twelve fairs in the year including the two 'old
fairs' (12th May, 12th November). Later this was extended to fourteen
— a monthly fair on the first Tuesday of the month and the two 'old
fairs' the dates of which were transferred to 20th May and 20th
November.
The fair was held on the Main Street extending into Cannaboe
and in St Brigid's St. Horses and asses were sold on the face of
Cannaboe following a resolution by the first show committee in 1909
that the horse-fair be held there. The sheep were huddled against the
'Preaching-house' wall (present church). The pig fair and pig market
drifted away from the pig green to the opposite side of the street
stretching from the present Commercial Hotel to the Church Lane
corner. Pork and semi-fattened pigs known as 'runners' as well as
sows and in-pig gilts called 'ceasogs' were walked to town and herded
on the side-walk from the bridge over the Fohera River to the Church
Lane. Young pigs or banbhs were sold in carts further up the street.
The success of the fair depended on the number of buyers
present, especially from the north. Northern buyers with red boots,
cord trousers and cane sticks patrolled the town picking out what they
wanted. Bargains were driven with shouts a,nd hand-slapping. The
bargain maker stepped in to split the difference between the price
offered and asked and often split it again. When the deal was made
there was the question of the 'luck penny' given by the seller to the
buyer. The former would be reluctant to commit himself on the
amount — all he would say was “I'll treat you decent". The 'tangier' or
'jobber' was also part of the fair. He bought a few cattle as cheaply as
he could and sold them over to a buyer at a modest profit and in this
way made a day's wages. His intention was well known and the seller
was always suspicious of him. The 'blocker' was even more
objectionable. He worked hand in hand with a buyer in return for a
few pound. If the genuine buyer was unable to beat the seller down to
his price he withdrew and the blocker stepped in offering much less
than the original bid. He was able to keep other buyers out until the
buyer he was working for returned hoping to find the seller easier to
deal with. It didn't always work out that way. The blocker was
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Fair Day (1951).

Market Day (1951).

recognised for what he was and often dismissed with threats and
abuse by the seller, all of which he took as part of the day's work. The
coming of the railway did away with the necessity to walk cattle long
distances and hence did away with the 'drover'. The cattle were driven
to the station and loaded for transporting to Dromod and Belturbet.
By mid-day the buying and selling was over. If the fair was good
business boomed in the town. The 'ceant-men' set up from the bridge
in the centre of the town downwards on the left, selling second-hand
clothes — Gorman, Farrell and McAllister. The word ceant is the Irish
for an auction (to sell downwards). As well as being a salesman the
ceant-man was an entertainer who could attract an audience by his
banter and witty remarks. People pitted their wit against his
invariably losing out. He offered good value in clothes as well as being
part of the fair day entertainment. Further down the street were the
delph-standings selling a whole range of delph, cutlery, ornaments
and statues. Like the ceant-men they too had the 'gift of the geab'
(talk). They shouted their wares, attracted an audience and persuaded
them to buy at 'give-away prices'. People moved around from
delf-standing to ceant, to stalls selling light hardware, enjoying the
crack even though they were buying nothing. On the opposite side of
the street at the bridge was a whole array of goods produced by local
craftsmen — creels, baskets, bundles of scolbs for thatching, bundles
of rods, butter tubs, loy-shafts, sleaghan's and breast-spades. Local
tin-smiths in the town sold tin gallons, porringers, rattlers for
children. Others sold fish, — mostly salt herrings, apples, oranges;
Peggy's leg. Then there was the 'glasses-man'. As the name suggests
he sold glasses. People acted as their own optician fitting on several
pairs, testing them for viewing and then for reading by reading a piece
of newspaper. Finally they would ask the opinion of neighbours how
the glasses looked on them before buying. One by one these items
disappeared from the fair until in the end only the ceant-men
remained and they didn't 'ceant' their wares any longer, thus
depriving the fair of the excitement and fun they once caused.
The fair was a social occasion where people met, exchanged
greetings, chatted over a drink or 'a treat'. Women exchanged news
over a cup of coffee or a half-one of Port Wine or whiskey in 'a snug'. It
was socially unbecoming for a woman to stand at the counter in a bar
or to drink porter. A whole array of side-shows added to the fair as a
social occasion. In the early years of this century the 'gramophoneman' was a big attraction. He played records on a horn gramophone
before collecting from his audience. People were fascinated by this
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Down Cannaboe on Market Day (c 2920).

Hay Market (c 2920).

'voice in the box' and used to crowd in over it to see how it worked.
Street musicians and street singers were also a regular feature. The
singer sang his ballads and then sold them on sheets for a penny or so.
In this way ballads made their way throughout the length and breadth
of the country from fair to fair. People who fancied themselves as
singers bought them. It was their only way of stocking up their
repertoire with songs from outside. Occasionally the fair would be
entertained by a stunt-man doing tricks which he called magic or a
strong man who could balance a cart-wheel on his chin or lie on a bed
of broken bottles and allow a man to stand on his chest or the man who
could swallow fire and spit flame from his mouth. Finally there was
the local town crier with his hand-bell announcing coming events,
usually auctions—Bartley Gordan better known as 'Chucky' Gordan,
Paddy Doonan and latterly in the 'fifties Johnny Kelly. The voice of
Paddy Doonan selling Old Moore's Almanac at the January fair comes
back over the years—"Almanac, Old Moore's, Almanac, New Year's,
Almanac . .
Most fair days had a court sequel. As the drink flowed old sores,
hurts, bitternesses, vendettas surfaced leading to rows. There was
always a number of cases — assault, drunkenness, riotious behaviour,
way-laying for the next court or assizes. The Leitrim Advertiser
described people charged with drunkenness as 'wets' — 'Six wets
were paraded before the bench and fined'. Politics aroused the
deepest and often bitterest emotions in what was a highly politicised
society especially in the decade following the Parnell split when
factions within the Ribbon society locally led to fighting between the
Quinns and McGoverns at Fohera races and the local fairs. From the
foundation of the State in 1922 until the 1950s election rallies on fair
days in the town produced their own excitement and crop of scuffles.
Cumann na nGael (later Fine Gael) held their fair-day election rally
outside the Northern Bank and Fianna Fail further down the street
outside B. A. Cryan's. Both sides fed their audiences on liberal doses
of civil war politics, green nationalism and lavish promises. This
seemed to appeal to a people whose politics remained backward
looking, based on the political slogans of yesterday without any social
or economic dimension.
The Tuesday market was much less of an occasion. Potatoes, oats
and hay on occasion were sold and weighed in the market house. The
butter market which lasted down to 1930 was held from Maguire's
down to the Market house. The home-cured butter was sold in ferkins
or tubs, smaller quantities in smaller tubs or 'cools' and more in
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decorated bars and 'prints'. The main buyers were Jermyn, Hyland
and Berry. The butter was tested with an auger for quality. The pork
market which lasted from 1903-1931 was the only one in South Letirim
serving west Cavan as well. It was held on Thursdays and the pigs
were killed by local butchers or in one of the slaughter-houses in the
town — Tom Smith's (Tom Gannon's), Mick McGrail's (Cribbin's), the
railways slaughter-house which pre-dated the pork market. It was
owned by the Barrow Navigation Co. and the dead pork was sent by
rail mainly to Enniskillen. The chief buyers at the pork market were
McCarren and Tommins, both of Cavan. The market immediately
before Christmas was known as 'big market Tuesday' — the day the
turkeys and geese were sold. Down to the early decades of this century
the turkeys were walked to the market, their feet-tied in such a way
that they could walk but could not fly. It was known as the 'turkey
step'. Boys used to get a few pence each from Ned Delahoyde for
driving the wagon-loads of turkeys from the railway station to the
plucking-house in the Church Lane. Later the turkeys were taken to
town by cart and on big market Tuesday the row of carts stretched
from the Chapel Lane comer (St Brigid's St) to the market house. This
was also the day people began to enter into the Christmas spirit,
exchanged Christmas greetings and good wishes, bought 'the
Christmas things' i.e. a limited range of luxuries (food, clothes, shoes
etc). This practice only crept in gradually in the early decades of this
century with increased affluence. Prior to this there is no evidence in
shop accounts that anything special was bought for Christmas.
The market which had been struggling in the 'fifties died off in
the mid-'sixties. Mass production of pigs, fowl, turkeys, geese, ducks
in specially constructed units made it impossible for the private
producer to compete. The fair which had also been ailing since the
closing of the C & L railway died completely with the opening of marts
in Carrigallen, Mohill and Drumshanbo.

XVII

BAS NA GAEILGE
INTRODUCTION
Wakefield in his Account of Ireland Statistical and Political (1809)
states that in Leitrim Irish was the language of the people. Just how
universally true this was at the time is open to question. Wakefield
may have had in mind north Leitrim where Irish lived longer than in
the south of the county. We know from other souces that by 1820s
English had become the common language of business, politics,
religion and education, understood by most even if they could not
speak it too well. Even the secret agrarian societies, the Rockites and
Molly Maguires, drawn from the labouring class, always used
English in their warning letters and notices to people violating their
code.
English (reading, writing, spelling) was taught in the
hedge-schools and every effort was made to discourage Irish as the
following extract from local folklore shows:

There was a school in Kildoragh. It was a little hut made of
wood and thatch. The teacher was a man called Murray. He
didn't like Irish and every child that spoke Irish in the school
had a nitch cut in a rod which the child had in its hand. That
evening going home the child got a slap for every nitch (John
Galligan 1938).
A similar story is told about a hedge-school in Garadice. The use
of the 'tally-stick' to discourage the use of Irish was widespread
throughout the country. The teachers could not have resorted to this
method without the full backing of parents who were also anxious
that their children have English. English was important for a
growing number of people who had to go to Scotland and the English
and Irish midlands in search of seasonal work in the years before the
Famine and later to USA and Australia in post-Famine times.
According to the 1871 census only twelve people in the entire
barony of Carrigallen could speak 'Irish only' and 124 were bilingual.
There were no 'Irish only' in the baronies of Leitrim and Mohill, 252
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in the barony of Dromahaire and 77 in Rosclogher. The total for the
whole county was 341 'Irish only', 6,514 bilingual. Only about five
people in the parish of Oughteragh said in the 1901 census that they
could speak Irish and none of these were native speakers.
In the early years of this century branches of the Gaelic League
were set up in Ballinamore and in all the surrounding parishes with a
view to reviving Irish as a spoken language. This local language
revival was part of a tide of nationalism then sweeping the country.
Out of it was born in the mid-'twenties Feis Breifne, the popular and
prestigious Ballinamore Feis held every year on Ardrum Rock usually
on 29 June. It was largely the work of Sean O'Heslin and a number
of local teachers and the local curate, Fr John McKeon. Competitions
in Irish conversation, recitation, history, Irish music, song, dance,
marching bands were keenly contested and distinctions won at it
were highly valued by the recipients. It lasted down to the
mid-'thirties and failed because the dream of an Irish Ireland was
receding in the popular mind before the harsh realities of
unemployment, mass-emigration, the Economic War, Blue ShirtRepublican factions and the political bitterness that characterised the
'thirties.
The following is a dictionary of some 250 Irish words that were

still in use in the Ballinamore area down to the 1960s and many of
them still are, though not recognised as Irish by their users. More
have gone from use over the past twenty years due to the change in
the life style to which they belonged and also to the fundamental
change in the language of younger people caused by television and
radio.

A
Ailpin
Alt

B
Bac
Bacdg
Bacghaii
Bainin
Baitfn
Banbh
Beart
Beansi
Bladar
Blob

Bodach
Bodharan/Bodhran
Boilchin
Boithrin
Bonnach
Bracadh
Brachan
Brachog

Brais

Breallan

Breillsce
Broc
Brog

Aughnasheelin Dancers (1970s). Back (I. to r.): Willie Conway, Mrs. Lizie Beirne,
Berney Joe Beirne, Patrick Meehan, Brigid Redican, Josie Keegan, Sadie Mulvey,
Johnny Rourke, Mrs May Sammon. Front: Paddy King, Mrs Maura Cull, Ann
Sammon, Betty Mulvey, Mrs Mary King, Tommy Reilly.

a blunt instrument or an instrument used for a particular job.
a ravine, a precipitous side of a glen (Din.).

Brioscan
Brosna
Bruitfn
Buachalan
Buchan
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to stop, hesitate; he wouldn't bock at doing a thing like that.
armful; a bacog of turf.
lame; he had a bockal of a horse.
home spun.
a little stick.
a young pig; the sow had ten banbhs.
pron. bearteen, also beirteen or beirceen; a back-load of hay;
he had a bearteen of hay on his back,
a fairy woman said to cry on a death in certain families,
nonsense; to bladar i.e. to talk nonsense; he was bladaring out
of him.
a full mouth. He was blob-blobing i.e. talking nonsense; blob!
blob! blob! said in derision of a person talking nonsense,
a strong lusty proud person; a big bodah of a fellow,
a stupid, headless person; he had a bouraun of a son.
a flail.
a little road (boreen).
a bonnach of oaten bread.
breaking or harrowing; to dig with a loy in a field that had
potatoes in it the previous year. pron. bracking,
porridge, a pot of boiling brohan (brachan).
found on the eyes after waking; He had brachogs, also
brochlogs on his eyes.
a turn at; he took a brash at the churn or the child was
brashing, i.e. vomiting.
a silly person who looks for notice in dress or behaviour
pron. brillaun and shortened to 'brill'; he is a bit of a brillaun
or brill.
a slovenly lout; pron. brillscir; a big brillscir of a young fellow,
dirty, foul-smelling, pron. brock.
a shoe, brag-leather; as fine a man as ever walked in brdg
leather.
a weed found in moor ground.
dry twigs used for lighting the fire.
mashed potatoes.
rag-weed; pron. bohalaun.
used for hanging a door on.
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Bugog

Buidin

egg without a shell, also he had bugogs under his eyes, i.e. a
swelling, also a blister,
penis in an animal.

c
Cac
Caimin
Call
Caibin
Cambus
Ceannabhan
Ceasog

Ceis
Ceili
Ceolan
Ceo
Ciob
Ciotog

Cipin
Ciste

Claimpin
Clamhsan
Cleamhnai
Clabar
Clibin

Ciobuis
Clob

Cludar
Cliidog
Cogar
Corashugan
Comhar
Connlann

Cradan
Cruit
Criog

excrement.
bend in a walking stick; a caimin-stick.
claim or right; he had no call to the farm.
an old hat.
an uproar, pron caboosh; he caused the whole caboosh.
pron. ceannawaun; bog cotton.
a young sow; he had a ceasog for sale or bought the makings
of a ceasog.
a foot-bridge over a river or drain.
a visit; to come on a ceili.
a child given to crying and complaining; He is a right ceolan.
found only with ceo-bron; there wasn't a ceo-bron (or a ceo)
on him leaving home i.e. no sign of grief.
sedge grass.
left hand; he is ciotog (left handed), he hit him a ciotog box
i.e. a box with the left hand.
small dry twig; cipeens to light the fire.
a store or treasury; he left a nice ciste (money) behind him to
his nephew,
a small clamp.
given to crying and complaining, usually an adult, pron.
clausaun; he is a shocking clausaun.
a marriage relation; did you know that they are clawneys
(related by marriage).
dirt, filth, mud; he was covered with clabar.
locks of hair when an animal is shedding its hair used with
reference to a girl with straight, untidy hair; her hair was all
in clibeens.
a row, uproar, pron. ciboosh; he started the ciboosh.
a big mouth, pron. clob; shut your clob. he clobbed the whole
story; he is always clobbing (talking).
to hide, cover up; he cluttered it from his father.
a collection of eggs made by children on Easter Saturday,
whisper; cogar me this; they were cogaring in the comer,
from cor (to twist) and sugan (a rope), a rope-twister,
to work together, to co-operate; they worked in comhar, they
bought the plough in comhar.
(Dineen, Connlamhain) stubble left after oats was cut; the
connlann moon (harvest moon) gealach na gconnlann or
gealach na gconnlach.
a burdock, pron. crawdaun; he threw crawdauns in the girl's
hair.
a hump; he was walking around with a cruit of misery on
him.
crush or break; he crigged his toe against the road. This
frequently happened when children went bare-footed in
summer. A crigging-hammer; used for breaking stones when
roads were made by contract; also he gave him a crig on the
knuckles.

Cr6
Crub
Cruibin
Cub
Cuisedg
Curach

a small house, a pig-cro or a duck-cro.
hoof.
a pig's trotter.
a bend; a cow with coobed horns.
long blade of grass; there is nothing but cuiseogs on the
meadow; he arrived chewing a cuiseog.
a swamp, marsh.

D
Dab

Dallog
Deor

Diu, Diu
Diuc
Dol

Doimin

Donaidhe

Donn
Dos

Dreantan

Dreolan
Drulai
Dracai
Dudog

Duidin
Duthan
Dreoilin
Druthin

poor quality soil, blue-dab; used with reference to land in
general e.g. trying to make a living on a bit of wet dab; there's
no money in the dab this year.
to blindfold, to put a dallog on a thieving cow; to play dallog
or Blindman's Buff.
a drop, a deor of milk, or whiskey; you'll have a deor of
whiskey, also a deoram.
used to threaten a dog, diu or tiu.
to walk with a stoop; he was going around with a diuc on
him.
a knot, a running dol (running knot), to put a dol on a rope; he
put the dol on her (married her).
handle of a scythe, pron. domeen(s); he earned the price of
the land with his pair of domeens; he was good with the
domeens, i.e. to mow.
weak, sickly, pron. donny; 'she is a donny wee thing' (with
reference to a child) also 'John went donny in the end' (died
quickly after being ill for a time),
brown, a donn-faced horse.
tuft of hair, usually unkept; he had a dos of black hair on him;
get that dos of hair cut off.
an insignificant person given to complaining; used in
derision to describe a person of this type; he is a shocking
dreantan.
an odd person who hangs behind, a go-by-the-wall, (used as
dreantan above).
a dull life-less, odd person, pron. drooly.
wet miserable day, pron. drawkey; a drawkey day.
a slap; he gave him a dudog at the butt of the ear, he dudoged
him for telling lies, the dudoging began (a row started),
a clay pipe.
a stack of oats, not in Dineen.
wren. Used to describe a small insignificant girl or wife; he
had a nest of dreoilins of daughters (small daughers) a
dreoilin of a wife (small).
a white snail.

F
Fuadar/Fuadaire
Foidin
Fuist

work; he was fuadering around,
a little sod, a foidin of land (a small farm),
listen, will you whisht.
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G
Cac

Gacai
Gabirliuin
Gad
Gallach

Gaidar
Gasiin
Geansai
Gearrchaile

Geab
Gibris
Giob
Glam

Glar
Gias a' bhuaile
Glincin
Gliog

Gob

Goban
Gonnc
Gorta

Gogar

go ledr
Grandubh
Grios
Griog
Griscin

Gra
Gramhas

to look with a vacant look and mouth open; pron. gawk; to
gatvk into a shop window; what are you gawking at? or take a
gawk at this.
stupid foolish looking person.
a fool, a clown, pron. gaberloon; to make a gaberloon of
himself.
a handle or holder in a creel made from ozier rods.
a large number of small fish strung together on a rod or string
pron. gaille; he arrived with a gaille of fish; the cat had agaille
of kittens.
a roar or shout; he let a galder (also golder) out of him.
young boy, pron. gasoon; he is a good gasoon.
he wore a red geansaf.
a young teenage girl, pron. gahalla; she is a fine cut of a
gahalla.
talking, prattling, a gabler, a person fond of talking; he is an
awful gabler. Geab-geab i.e. prattling.
nonsense, child's prattle; what kind of gibiris is that?
a rag, giblins; his clothes were in giblins.
a handful, to glam in the dark (feeling one's way), to glam a
person i.e. to handle, feel or clutch.
dirt, mud, he was covered with glar.
scald in cattle.
a small insignificant person, slightly backward. Used as an
abusive term; he is a right glincin.
boast sound pron. glug; there is a glug in the calf after
drinking. The porter was glugging in him.
a beak, a sharp protruding mouth, a gubby person; She had a
gub on her (she was vexed).
a muzzle put on a young calf to keep it from eating straws;
pron. gobaun; to put a gubaun on him (get him to stop
talking).
surprise, shock; it took a gunnc out of him.
hunger, fear-ghorta, pron. forgorta, a hunger got from
mountain air or near water.
to place splits (seed potatoes) in a hole made by a steeveen; a
gogarer, a boy or girl who did the job; he was sent to me to
gogar; I was gogaring on the hill that day.
plenty; there was food and drink go ledr.
small oats, pron. grandoo.
fire embers, red hot greesh.
grigging a child with sweets, refusing to share.
boiled piece of meat; pron. greeskeen; with reference to a
person; you are a nice looking greeskeen.
love, there is no gra between them.
complaining frown; he had a grous (frown) on him. He is
always grousing about something.

H
Hob
Hoigh
huis

used driving a horse, also 'hup'.
used calling a person from afar,
hunting hens.

Hulla
Hurrais
Ha muc

drawing attention to a fox or hare in a hunt,
calling pigs pron. hurrish.
driving pigs.

I
Ingleach
Iris

pron. ingla; pain in the hands and arm-pits with cold,
strap or rope; pron. irishes; he had a creel on fus back with
irishes i.e. two straps/ropes.

L
Laghach
Lai
Leadog

Leipreachan
Liu
Luidram^n

Libin

Liob
Lochan

Ludai

gentle, kindly, soft, pron. laughy; he is a laughy fellow,
a loy, a type of spade.
a blow with an open hand; he leadoged him for bad manners;
he gave him a leadog.
small fairy; used with reference to a small man or a child,
to shout or roar, yell; the crowd were lewing; the cow was
lewing for a drink.
lanky, lazy person without sense; pron. loodramaun; he is a
proper loodramaun.
a minnow, pron. leebeen; a small fish got in a bog-hole,
fished with a worm on the point of a rush; used to describe a
catch of small fish; they are only leebeens; a person who gets
very wet in a shower; you are a nice looking leebeen.
a piece, pron. leeb; he took a leeb of flesh off his shin or a leeb
of hair off his head.
A small pig not ready for sale with the rest; pron. lohaun; he
sold the lohauns; used with reference to a girl not as attractive
as her other sisters; he married the lohaun.
a big, soft, easy going person; pron. loody.

M
Magai

Manntach

Mar dhea
Maide

Maoilin
Meigeal
Meirnin
Meitheal
Meas
Mile liu
Miotdg
Moinin
Muilleog
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soft, plump, with reference to a pup or kitten, a big moggy of a
pup.
without front teeth, a person whose speech is slurred through
drink; pron. mannta; he arrived home from the fair mannta;
He was talking mannta.
pretending; he was going to pay for the drink mar dhea and
he hadn't a penny.
an ozier rod pointed at both ends and bent in the shape of
tongs, used for carrying a lighted turf, also maideas; he
arrived with a maide/maideas looking for a coal to light the
fire.
a polly cow.
a goat's whisker, also used to describe a chin whisker,
a cover for a sore finger.
a party of workers; he had a mehal digging potatoes,
regard, there is no meas on Tom.
a loud shout. He let a meele leu’ ouj of him.
a deformed hand, also miot; he had a miot i.e. sore hand,
a little meadow.
mire dirt, silt especially in a bog drain, a muilleog drain or
ditch.
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'Mhuire

Mary, Blessed Virgin, pron. Worra; "Worra, Worra"
('Mhuire, 'Mhuire); used in extreme grief or lamentation.

Raideog
Rainin

N
Nudai-Nadai

pron. noody-naddy; a person without right wit, used in a
derogatory sense; you are a right noody-naddy.

o
orcan

P
Pacai

Panai
Pardog
pigin
pisreog/Pistreog/
Pisedg

Pisin
Piteog
Plamas
Plasai

Pleiseam

Plob or plop
Poirin
Poidin

Portan

Praiscin
Praiseach
Progai
Pruchog
Pus
Puirtleog
Puca

s
Salach
Scaillcin

a small runted pig (much like lochan). Used to describe in a
derogatory way a small delicate person; a little orcan of a girl
or wife.

pron. paucky, to grope one's way, to walk with unsure step;
he was pauckying his way in the dark or down the steps,
soft plump, fat, furry, pron. pauny; a pauny of a hare or rabbit,
a pannier, used for putting out manure with asses,
pron. pigen; a small pale used for milking.
a superstition; the three forms of the word found locally; he is
full of old pistreogs.
a kitten.
dainty person with a poor appetite; she is only a piteog.
flattery, soft talk; I tried to plamas him.
a flatterer; I plausied with him as long as I could i.e. talked
nice to him; he is an old plausy.
a fool, a laughing stock; they are making a pleiseam out of
you.
sound made by boiling porridge, a pot of porridge plobbing
on the fire.
small potatoes, pron. poreen; they are only little poreens.
a small egg, the hen layed a poidin of an egg, also used to
describe small potatoes or apples — little poidins; she had a
poidin of a heart i.e. mean.
a lump, bank; pron. pourtaun; he jumped from pourtaun to
pourtaun in the bog/swamp.
a bag apron (made from jute sack), also a bag tied around the
waist for carrying splits (seed) while setting potatoes (see
gogar), also called a gogaring-bag.
charlock; pron. prasha.
pron. pruggy; to call a cow pruggy, pruggy.
hovel, pron. pruhog, also pruch, a pruch of a house.
lips; a person vexed or annoyed; he had a pus on him; I'll
knock that pus off you.
a bunch of rushes pron. purtleog; a purtleog of rushes,
a fairy; don't go in there or the pucy-man will catch you —
said to children to warn them.

bog myrtle.
a runted person, small, dwarf, used in derision; you are a nice
looking rainin.

Sconsa
Scoith
Scolb

Scor
Scraib
Screig
Seal
Seal foscaidh

Seist
Sibin
Slam

dirty, brown or dark complexion; a salah complexion; Paddy
salah i.e. dirty Paddy.
mixture of whiskey/poteen, milk and honey boiled as a cure
for colds.
a hedge.
a scoith rope i.e. rope made of sprat.
pron. scollop, a rod about three feet long, pointed at both
ends used for sewing on thatch.
twenty, a scor of oats, i.e. twenty stooks.
a scratch; used to describe bad writing; an awful looking
scraib; I'll give him a scraib at the election.
rocky mountain face with bushes growing on it.
a turn; he took his seal at the dash.
a temporary shed made of wattles and rushes for out-lying
cattle in winter (seal: temporary, foscadh: shelter) pron.
shall-foskey, also used to describe any temporary building.
bad seist to you, for the English 'bad cess to you'.
an unlicensed pub, he ran a sheebeen in the bam.
a soft, moist mass, a calf just bom was said to be slaumy
(Slamach).

R
Rannog

a narrow ridge in the end of a potato-field, running into a
point.

Sweat House in Gubnaveagh.
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Sone

Spodach

Spideog
Spincin
Spag

Sraithin

Stamog

Stoir
Straimpin

Striblin
Straoillin
Striog

Sugan

rri

T

Talach

Triomach-tramach
Troighin
Traithnin

Treallamh
Thiarna, a Thiarna

Tochar

pron. talah, a pain in the wrist from using a shovel; he had a
talah in his hand.
mixed up and down; they were all trimah-tramah.
a legging made of jute bag, worn by people digging potatoes
in October with a spade (bag-leggings); he had troigheens on
him.
isolated blades of grass, nothing on the meadow except
traneens.
pron. traloo, furniture or outfit; he arrived with the whole
traloo.
Oh Lord, also Thiarna-Diabhail (devil) used to express
surprise.
causeway over a stream.
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-r oo

m m r-> ■ m

Co rnag eerag h
Co rra be eg he r
Co rra chole
Co rra ma rti n
Cre evy

Sleaghan
Slog
Smuir
Smidirin(i)
Smaois
Smailc/Smailic
Snas
Siul

soft wet ground pron. slough; the field was in a slough or he
ran into a slough.
an instrument for cutting turf.
a drink; to take a slog out of a bottle.
pron. smur; it was smurring rain; a smur of rain.
piece; he made smidireens out of the good plate.
a smile; he had a smaois on his face when he was telling me.
a mouthful; he gave her a big smailic of a kiss.
polish; he was all snassed up for the wedding i.e. dressed up.
to walk; he went off to Mass shooting; he is a right shooler i.e.
wanderer.
noise, impact; to sonk a football; he knocked sonks out of the
horse with a stick.
pron. spodah; turf left on the bog unprotected over winter;
also he married the spodah i.e. girl left over in the family,
a robin, used only to describe a frail person usually a woman;
he had a spideog of a wife.
a point, a jutting rock, a spincin of rock.
big feet, pron. spaug; lift your big spaugs; he was spauging
around.
A meadow/field along a mountain stream, usually very
fertile.
a long list or story; a stdmdg of lies, he was stamoging out of
him i.e. telling long uninteresting stories; also stamogs i.e.
long rambling stories.
term of affection, Sean a stoir, how are you?
a rope used to tie an animal's feet together to keep it from
rambling; to put a straimpin on the goat; also used to describe
a man who married a bossy wife; she put a straimpin on him.
a striblin of’ a gasun — long, lightly built, his hair is in
stribleens i.e. long locks.
an untidy woman, pron. strooleen; a proper strooleen.
to milk, pron. strig. to strig the cow i.e. to milk out the final
drops from the cow.
a rope made of straw, also a straw-chair, mat or mattress,
pron. soogaun, also a bag of straw as a seat in a cart.
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