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The Late Joe Liddy -
“The Leitrim Fiddler”

Joe Liddy, a native of
Killargue, Co. Leitrim, died
in Monkstown, Co. Dublin
on March 8th last and was
buried in Deans Grange
Cemetery on March 10th.

Joe Liddy, “The Leitrim
Fiddler” was one of the
country’s best known
tradiional Irish musicians and
was renowned for the hundreds
of Irish airs he composed — the
second volume of which has
"been recently published.

Joe, like the other members
of his family, developed a love
of Irish traditions and music
from his parents, Tommie and
Ann Liddy, both of whom were
accomplished accordeon
players. Joe’'s brothers Tommie
and Mick followed in their
parents’ footsteps as skilled
accordeon players as did his
sister Annie who married Tom
Sweeney of Ballinamore.
Another sister, Mary [ouise —
married to Michael McGowan
— was a fine traditional singer,
who will also be remembered
‘by the people of Killargue as
their focal postmistress. The
only surviving member of the
Liddy family, Kathleen (Foley)
now resides in New York and
was a noted Irish step-dancer.
The Liddy home m Kiilargue
was a house filled with music
and laughter and one of the
great “ceiling” houses in North
Leitrim.

In 1924 Joe Liddy joined the
Gardai Siochdna and very soon
afterwards was recruited into
the Garda Ceili Band. Tn the
early 1930°s he combined with
his brother Tommie and with
Ned G Gorman of Collinstown
and formed “The Belhavel
Trio”, a group that proved
extremely popular over the
next fifteen years;
breadcasting on  nunierous
ocecasions from Radio Eireann
and recording three 78 r.p.h.
records. The trio also became
members  of the famous
Kincora Ceili Band.

The name “The Belhavel
Trio” came, of course, from
Belhavet Lough in Killargue. a
place clese to Joe's heart as is
evident from his great love of
his native parish and county —
in fact many of his compositions
he named after his family and
neighbours, local traditional
musicians and various parts of
Leitrim. In Joe's first book of
103 tunes, published by
Combhaitas Ceoltéir{ Eircann in
1981 you will find tunes entitled
“The Shannon Pot™,
“Drumany Lane”, “Arigna”,
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“The Road to Glencar™, “Mick
Liddy's Fancy™.
“Gortleitragh”, “The Sweat
House”, “Belhavel Lough™.,
“Lough Melvin”, “The Narrow
Gauge”, “McKenna Cemetery”
and “The Humours o
Killargue™.

Many  local  musicians,
including the members of the
Liddy family and Francie
Gilhooly, Tom McGoldrick
and John Clancy would have
played these tunes at
traditiopal sessions in Sonny
Gallagher's or Liddy's Loft —
the local dancing venue.

Joe Liddy composed his first

tune “The Black Road™ in 1936
but it was only in the 1960's and
70’ that he took to
composing seriously, while at
the same time devoting much of
his frec time to promoting the
work of the Monkstown Branch
of Combhaltas Cealtdiri
ireann.
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It was appropriate that the
second volume of Joe's work
“The Leitrim Fiddler Vol, II -
11T Tunes composed by Joe
Liddy”, should have bheen
launched by  Combhaltas
Ceoltdiri Eireann in the new
Combhaltas headguarters
“Cultdrlann na hEireann™, a
place close to Joe's heart,

The launching was preceded
by a Mass celebrated by An t-
Athair Padraig O Cuill
(Capuchin Fathers) with Irish
airs during the Mass being
provided by concert flute
player Séamus Mac Muathiina
{Timire Cheeil).

Among the attendance —
welcomed by Séamus De Brin
— were Labhras O Murchi of
Combhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann,
Diarmuid O Cathdin, €.C.E..
Chief Garda Superintendent
Bilt O’Herlily. Paddy Ryan and
numerous personaliities [rom
C.C.E., including Diarmuid O
Almhain who had traveiled
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from the Aran Islands for the
occasion.

Among the many Leitrim
faces present were Charlie
Lennon — whe wrote the
foreword to the book; Jim

Harte of Killargue; Paddy and.

Teresa Smullen, Drumshanbo
and Jim and Mary Amn
McBrien, Ballinamore who
represented the Leitrim Branch
of C.C.E. Also present were a
number of the Liddy family

relatives, including  Joe's
nephews Noel Sweeney,
Ballinamore and  Michael

Sweeney, Artane, Dublin,

Joe’s wife, Mrs. Julia Liddy
and their daughter Anpn,
thanked Combhaltas Ceoltéir{
Eireann and all present for the
fine tribute they were paying to
the Liddy family.

Volume II of Joe Liddy's
compositions includes Double
Jigs, Slip Jigs, Hornpipes,
Polkas, Reels and one waltz —
appropriately  entitled “The
Belhavel Waltz”.

Once more Joe’s love of the
people and places close to his
heart can be seen in the titles of
many of the tunes — “Pat
Harte’'s Faney”, “Michael
McGowan's Choice”, “For My

Sister Kathleen”, “Leitrim's
Francie Gilhooly”, “Master
Sweeney  of  Drumkeel”,
“"Dawn of Hope Bridge",
“Anne  Sweeney's Fancy”,
“Walpole's Bridge”,

“(Rourke’s Table™, “Michael
Sweeney's Fancy” and “Terry
Horan's  Delight”. Indeed,
despite having lived in Dublin
for many years, Joe never
forgot the many local Killargue
€Xpressions and has
immortalised one of these in
the tune “Damn Me But™ — a
saying synonymous with the
area.

It was poignant that Joe
Liddy sheuld have passed to his
eternal reward just two short
weeks before the launching of
this, his second volume .of
traditional compositions, But
his memory will live throughout
Combhaltas Ceoltdiri Eireann
and his tunes will still be played
around Killargue by Seamus
Hgran, Pat Sweeney, Kevin
McTernan, Michael and Kevin
O’Brien and 2 host of others,
influenced, no doubt, by the
traditions of Liddy's Loft and of
Joe Tiddy.

Sincere sympathy is
extended to Joe's wife and
daughter, his sister, sisters-in-
law, nephews, nieces and his
host of frends throughout
Ireland.
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