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ENCOURAGING IRISH MUSIC 
PRACTICAL METHOD 

Roughly speaking there are two 

kinds of music known and practiced 
in Ireland today—our own and other 

• people's. 

Strange to say it is the other peo­
ple's music that needs no further as­
sistance or encouragement amongst 
us. Royal and other academies, 
schools of music, special Feiseanna, 

and practically every convent, school 
V,«nd college In the country see to it 

that: foreign or "modern" music which­
ever J'ou wish to call it, Is suitably 
looked after. So much is this the 
case, and so carefully is a knowledge 
of Irish music excluded from the cur­
riculum of a present day musical 
education that the very use of the 
description "musician" with or with­
out the qualifying "cultured," "re­
fined" or "accomplished" connotes in 
the vast majority of cases in Ire'and 
a person who knows nothing of Irish 
music, and what is worse, *vishes to 
know nothing. 

Thus it comes to pass that in any 
effort that may be made to encourage 
or revive interest in our native music 
the very persons from whom no as­
sistance may be expected are our 
educated musicians — certainly the 
vast majority of them. That is not 
the mere statement of one prejudiced 
in favor of his own music and against 
the modern variety. It is a statement 
of fact as one sees it. If it be not 
true how comes it that in spite of 
the thousands of well-trained, cap­
able, educated musicians our country 
has produced in the past hundred or 
hundred and flfty years our own mu­
sic has been aljovyed to languish and 
decay and that our own instruments, 
designed and fitted to express it, have 
practically passed Into desuetude? 
The harpers have gone. The pipers 
are faat going. Our fiddlers and our 
country singers are being encouraged 
to forget their musical methods and 
to educate themselves to please mod­
ern ears. To all of which may be 
added the certainty that during those 

• years hundreds and thousands of old 
airs, marches and dance tunes have 
faded into oblivion for want of a re­
corder. But, it may be objected, where 
would we be today for airs but for 
Bunting and Petrle and Joyce? The 
objection answers itself, they were 
only three men, three men in a cen­
tury. Only three men to contrast with 
the thousands of others who did noth­
ing! 

No! let us expect nothing from the 
"cultured" musicians around us to­
day. They did nothing in the past. 
With a few noble exceptions they will 
do nothing now. Their pride or preju­
dice, their whole training or tradition 
are against. Whatever we wish to 
see done to keep what is left to us 
of our heritage we must do our­
selves. 

And let us remember that the mere 
noting down of airs will not preserve 
our music. In spite of all our learned 
friends tell us. we — more especially 
those of us who happen to be pipers 
or fiddlers or singers — cannot blind 
ourselves to the fact that there is 
something In Irish music which defies 
notation, something intangible, Inde-
scribable which no signs we have yet 
designed can commit to paper, some­
thing which denies itself to all but 
those who approach it with love and 
sympathy, which seems to deny Itself 
above all to those who approach it 
from the heights, condescendingly, 
grudgingly, patronizingly. And this 
Is a thing which our "great Irish ar­
tists," vocalists; pianists, violinists 
will not believe. Tell them that they 
cannot, absolutely cannot, sing or 
play Irish music! They are astound­
ed! None the less it is so. They may 
question our judgment but we, coun­
try singers, pipers, fiddlers, know that 
what we say is true. They cannot 
sing or play Irish music. We have 
heard them, heard them all, and we 
know. They sing or they play the 

; cold notes, tunefully, correctly. In 
proper order, but the spirit, the music, 

' escapes, them." That is what we have 
Inherited from our fathers who made 

. It, and If they want it they must seek 
r: it as we have sought it. Paper docs 
••• not hold it. Hear what Dr. James 
£ MacDonnell, principal organizer of the 
^ Gathering of the Harperu in Belfast 

in . 1792, aays in a letter to Bunting 
S|pl$R In or about 1840 

. Endeavor to show how it happens 
I ; y.vv.+ that other musicians although expert 

and learned in that art never are able 
to play a Scotch or Irish air with any 
elect by any mode yet discovered of 
committing them to writing. Just as 
we-see that no person can speak any 
living language merely by book 
knowledge, I never heard an Irish air 
played properly by a person who did 
not hear it played or sung by an Irish 
person, or by one like you taught in 
that manner." ("Annals of the Iriah 
Harpers" by Mrs. Milligan-Fox.) 

That was true in 1840. Have our 
musicians or our schools of music be-

more Irish jince then?. Have 
•f "t V 

they sinco then developed the habit 
of going for Irish music to those who 
preserve it—the country singers, the 
pipers, the fiddlers? If they have, 
how comes it that a Darley, or a 
Hardebeck, or a Grattan Flood stands 
out such a glaring exception to the 
general body? If they have, how 
comes it that those to whom none can 
deny the right to know and to say 
what is Irish music have to confess 
that those most highly lauded as 
Irish musicians and Irish artists are 
often those who know least of Irish 
music? 

But there is one body which from 
its very inception saw that the true 
way to encourage Irish music was to 
encourage those who still possessed 
it. To gather them together. To ap­
plaud them. To incite othery to learn 
from them. To assist thoso of them 
who needed assistance. At every Fels 
and social gathering held under the 
auspices of the Gaelic League the 
Irish musician, be he singer or piper 
or fiddler, has found a welcome and 
an honored place. He has found that 
there are others who know, what he 
haB always known, that he possesses 
something of priceless value, some­
thing which not "all the King's horses 
and all the King's men" could recov­
er were he to fall to pass it on; and 
the knowledge has made him strong. 
It has brought him out, unafraid, 
from the background to which ho has 
been so long relegated, and it has 
nerved him and those who think with 
him to insist on a hearing for Irish 
music in its own country. 

At the Oireachtas, the annual Fes­
tival of the Gaelic League, which will 
be held this year in Dublin in the first 
week of July, Irish music gets a 
unique hearing. Unique because no 
other music is heard—if we except 
the kindred music of Scotland or 
Wales or Brittany. A splendid pro­
gram of competitions has been map­
ped out. Every one of these should 
see a copy of the program (a card to 
the Secretaries at 25 Parnell Square, 
Dublin, will bring it, or the nearest 
Gaelic Leaguer will supply it) and ev­
ery one of them who can should ar­
range to be in Dublin that week. Ev­
ery additional competitor, every sym 
pathetic listener means added 
strength, new help to the cause of the 
revival of our own music. Everyone 
who wishes can learn something. 
One's very presence at competition or 
concert is an encouragement and to 
encourage and spread our own music 
by every means in our power should 
be the object of every one who loves 

—A PLAIN PIPER. 
The Oireachtas Committee, 25 Par­

nell Square, Dublin. 2-5, 1912. 

"Ohezza," which signifies "something 
great." 

Iudiana means "land of Indians." 
Illinois is supposed to be derived 

from an Indian word which was in­
tended to refer to a superior class of 
men. 

Wisconsin is an Indian word, mean­
ing "wild, rushing waters." 

Michigan is an Indian word, mean­
ing "great lake." 

The name of Kansas is based on the 
same as Arkansas. 

Iowa is named from an Indian tribe 
—the Kiowas. The Kiowas were so 
called by the Illinois Indians because 
they were "across the river." 

The name of California is a matter 
of much dispute. Some writers say 
that it first appeared in a Spanish 
romance of 1530, the heroine being 
an Amazonian named "California." 

Colorado is a Spanish word, applied 
to that portion of the Rocky Moun­
tains on account of its many colored 
peaks. 

Nebraska means "shallow waters." 
Nevada is a Spanish word, signify­

ing "snow covered mountains." 

opportunities for making money and 
enjoying life are as great there as 
they would be in a city. Don't belit­
tle farm life to him. Show him that 
it is a great business—an art—a sci­
ence. Let him have all the school ad­
vantages you can afford. Give him 
books, magazines and plenty of whole­
some play and sympathetic comrade­
ship. There is no doubt that life on 
a farm is a little lonely. Every phase 
of life and work has its disadvantages. 
But the comforts and attractions of 
rural life are Increasing rapidly. 
Good roads, improved schools, better 
mail service, telephone systems and 
more scientific and interesting meth­
ods of cultivation—are all helping to 
do away with the isolation of the 
farm, while clubs, cheap and good pa­
pers and more frequent social gath­
erings are remedying the proverbial 
dullness of rural life. 

Fifty-six Thousand Nuns Here. 
Including postulates there are in 

the. United States today more than 
fifty-six thousand Catholic nuns. They 
conduct seven hundred academies for 
girls, two hundred and eighty-five or­
phan asylums, one hundred homes for 
the aged, three hundred hospitals, and 
several hundred insane and foundling 
asylums, protectories, reformatories, 
parish schools, etc., in the country. 
The first body of nuns to establish 
themselves in America, according to 
the historical work, "The Catholic 
Church in the United States" (Cath­
olic Editing Co., N. Y.), were the Eng­
lish Carmelites, a small band of whom 
came here from Holland in 1790, and 
by invitation of Dr. Neale, afterwards 
Archbishop of Baltimore, settled in 
that city. 
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What State Names Mean, 
Maine takes its name from the prov­

ince of Maine, in France, and was so 
called as a compliment to Henrietta, 
the queen of Charles I., who was its 
owner, says "Boy Life." 

New Hampshire was originally call­
ed Laconia. 

Vermont is French—"Vert mont"— 
signifying "green mountains." 

Massachusetts is an Indian word, 
signifying "country about the great 
hills." 

Rhode Island probably gets its 
name because of its fancied resem­
blance to the Island of Rhodes, in the 
Meditteranean Sea. 

The real name of Connecticut is 
"Quo-neh-ta-cut." It is a Mohican 
name, signifying "long river." 

New York was so named as a com­
pliment to the Duke of York, whose 
brother, Charles II., granted him that 
territory. 

New Jersey was named for Sir 
George Carter, who was at that time 
the governor of the Isle of Jersey, in 
the British Channel. 

Pennsylvania, as is generally known, 
takes Its name from William Penn, 
the "sylvanla" part of it meaning 
"woods." Literally, it is "Penn's 
woods." 

Delaware derives its name from 
Thomas West, Lord de la Ware. 

Maryland was named in honor of 
Henrietta Maria, queen of Charles I. 

"Virginia got Its name from Queen 
Elizabeth, the "Virgin Queen." 

Kentucky is derived from the In­
dian word "Kain-tukee," signifying 
the "land of the head of the river." 

Alabama comes from a Greek word, 
and signifies land of rest. 

Three of our Indian interpretations 
have been given to the word Arkan­
sas, the best being that it signifies 

smoke waters," the French prefix 
"ark, meaning "bow." 

Louisiana was so named In honor of 
LOUIB XVI. 

Mississippi is a Natchez word that 
means "father of waters." 

Tennessee, according to some writ­
ers. is from Tenasea, an Indian Chief, 
others have it that it means "river 
of the big bend." 

Ohio has several meanings fitted to 
it. Some say that it Is a Suwanee 
word, meaning "the beautify river." 
Others refer to the .Wyandotte word 

Fit For Something Better. 
Out on a rather isolated farm, a 

visitor, a woman, was expressing her 
admiration of the bright face and 
broad brow of the oldest boy of the 
household. 

"He doesn't look like a country 
boy," she said. "Surely you don't in­
tend that he shall be a farmer. He ia 
fit for something better than the 
drudgery of clod turning." 

"I know he is," agreed the mother. 
"It is the grief of my life that he has 
to hoe and plow on this old farm in­
stead of being educated for one of the 
professions." 

"I wish you wouldn't talk in that 
way before the boy," interposed the 
father, a worried frown on his sun­
tanned forehead. "He is already dis­
contented here; you win drive him 
from home. I am doing the best for 
him I am able to do." 

"You are right," returned the hus­
band of the woman visitor. "Unless 
a boy shows especial talent in some 
other direction, he should be encour­
aged to stay on the farm. I was born 
in the country, and I would have a 
cleaner conscience and a. stronger 
body today, if not a fatter purse, if 
had stayed there. Still, it is a fact 
that greater Inducements should be 
offered the boy to remain on the farm 
He should be made to feel that he 
has a definite, responsible part in the 
success of his father's farm—that his J 

Fool That Drops the Match. 
It has been said that anywhere 

The biggest fool afloat 
Is he who makes a rocking chair 

Of some one else's boat; 
But equal with him in the race, 

The eggs of woe to hatch 
Is, of unknown or known disgrace 

The fool that drops the match. 
What is't to him if, in his haste 

A fragrant weed to try, 
The folds of woman's pride and taste 

Hang "desperately nigh? 
What if a precious life recede 

With . flame-enhanced dispatch? 
He did not do the shameful deed; 

He only dropped a match. 

What is't to him if stores of wealth 
In flame may disappear 

Or friends that walked in joy and 
health 

May nevermore come near? 
What if explosions upward spring, 

A hundred lives to snatch? 
He didn't do much of anything; 

He only dropped a match. 

Walsh county, today. He leaves a fam­
ily of children and 52 grandchildren. 
William O'Keefe, Jr., a son, resides 
in Winnipeg. 

What He Wanted. 
The tramp appeared at the door of 

a house where an automobile was 
standing at the front gate. 

"Will you help me, ma'am?" he 
asked. 

"I don't believe in feeding tramps," 
said the woman. 

"I don't want any food, ma'am." 
"What do you want, then?" 
"I only want to know if you'll al­

low your chauffeur to run me over 
to the next town. There's nothing 
doin' here!"—Yonkers Statesman. 

Just One Drawback. 
"Hill work?" replied the demon­

strator, after Stiggins had Inspected 
the new car carefully. "Hill work? 
Why, that's our strong point, Mr. Stig­
gins. This car can climb a tree." 

"Ha! hum!" demurred Stiggins. 
"Then I guess I'll look elsewhere. I 
never saw a car yet that climbed 
trees that was any good afterward." 
—Harper's Weekly. 

No Samples. 
A traveling salesman, wishing to 

have some fun with an old negro sit­
ting on a soap box In a small store in 

Virginia, asked if Smith's store was 
on the right or left hand side of the 
road. The old negro looked up and 
asked: "Is you a salesman?" "Yes," 
he replied, "I am selling brains." The 
old man with an air of disgust an­
swered: "You is the furst salesman 
I ever seed who doesn't carry any 
samples."—Mack's National Monthly. 

Just Before the Battle. 
"Have you spoken of our love to 

your mother yet?" 
"Not yet. Mother has noticed that 

I've been queer of late, but she thinks 
it's indigestion." 

Believe in Yourself. 
If you convince yourself that you 

are doomed to a life of drudgery, mis­
ery, and want, what or who can help 
you? Determine never to do this. 

The Wise Lion. 
Paul Rainey, while showing private­

ly in New York the wonderful cine­
matograph pictures of the African 
lion hunts, told an amusing story. 

"A man," he said, "sat before his 
tent, when a magnificent lion stif­
fened for the spring, leaped and— 
missed the man, missed him by jump­
ing three feet too high. It then slunk 
back in the forest, thoroughly 

ashamed. 
"The next day the man came un 

expectedly on the lion by a stream. 
It had up-ended a log of wood and 
was practicing low jumps." 
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A Reminder. 
Lady—l guess you're gettin' a good 

thing out o' tending the rich Smitb 
boy, ain't ye, doctor? 

Doctor—Well, yes; I get a pretty; 
good fee. Why? 

Laay—Well, I hope you won't for­
get that my Willie threw the brick 
that hit 'im.—Scribner's Magazine. 

Needed the Reminder. 
Old Gent—"Here, you boy, what are 

you doing out there fishing? Don't 
you know you ought to be at school?" 

Boy—"There, now I knew I had for­
gotten something!" 

IOWA FARM BAR6AINS 
Harrison County Is foremost among the 

corn and fruit growing and cattle raising 
counties In the State ot Iowa. The soil Is 
a heavy blaok loam whloh sells from (75,00 
and rents from 14.00 upwards per aore. 

Cathollos who Intend to purchase or 
rent a farm near the Catholic Churah and 
RailwayStationg will receive every Informa­
tion by writing THE PASTOR, SACRED 
HEART CHURCH, WOODBINE,IOWA. 

Please note that the advertiser who Is 
neither land owner orland agentls acquaint­
ed In every part of this county and knows 
the exaot value of land, eonsequentlyyou 
will not run risks on our recommendation. 

Incendiary—guilty one 
{As yet not doing time.) 

You'll learn the lesson ere you're 
done 

That carelessness is crime. 
But when your future home you view, 

And lift its red hot latch, 
No matter then how often you 

May drop the lighted match! 
—Firemen's Herald. 

Death of a North Dakotan. 
Grand Forks, N. D„ May 18.—Wil­

liam O'Keefe, aged 85, who became 
well known throughout the northwest 
nearly 20 years ago when in the North 
Dakota legislature he expressed him­
self as being unable to understand 
two things, "Why the Red river flow­
ed north and why an Irishman voted 
the Republican ticket," died at Minot, 

AN APPEAL TO FARMERS 
Come and see the blue Blanket Val­
ley before buying land elsewhere. If 
you are not satisfied with the cheap­
est and best Farming Country you 
have ever, seen, call on me and I will 
pay your expenses both ways. 

for all particulars Inquire of 

FATHER KELLY, 
Gettysburg, South Dakota. 
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LIST OF RWIIIRE RntlKS 
Sent by mail postpaid on receipt of the price. Send cash with the order. 

Address all orders to THE IRISH STANDARD, 

226 South Fourth Street, - - Minneapolis, Minn. 

The following list of books contain wholesome and entertaining reading 
for the winter months. Look over the writi 

end order your favorites* * 
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The Glories of Mary—By St. At 
phonsus Llguori—beautiful blue 
cloth binding $1.26 

The Lily of Israel—or Life of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary—By Abbe 
Gerbet ,76 

Life 8torles of Dying Penlterie— 
From the Diary of a Missionary 
Priest 78 

Blind Agnese—or the Little 
Spouse of the Blessed Sacra-
m e n t  . . a . s . . 7 9  

Irish National Songster—A choice 
Selection including Moore's 
Irish Melodies LOO 

Universal Irish Songster—A com­
plete nollectlon of the Songs 
and Ballads of Ireland L60 

The Story of Ireland—From the 
Earliest ages—By A. M. Sul­
livan 1.60 

Life of Robert Emmet—By Mad­
den — Embellished with line 
Steel portrait 1.60 

Household book of Irish Elo­
quence— Containing selected • 
speeches of the Irish orators... 2.60 

Creed of Catholics, or Doctrine of 
our Faith—By Bishop McOlll... 1.00 

Father Burke's Sermons, Includ­
ing his famous reply to Froude. 2.60 

History of Ireland—By McGeoghe-
gan and Mltchel—With twelve 
splendid steel engravings'—One 
volume gilt edges 6.00 

Irish Fireside 8torles—Tales and 
Legends with twelve full page 
illustrations 1.26 

Little Lives of the Great Saint*— 
By John O'Kane Murray, il­
lustrated ._. 1.00 

Speeches from the Dock, or Pro­
tests of Irish Patriotism, Illus­
t r a t e d  . . . a . . . . . .  

Visits to the Blessed Sacrament— 
By St. Alphonsus Llguori 

Turf Fire Stories and Fairy Tales 
of Ireland—By Barry O'Connor. 

Willy Rellly and his Dear Colleen 
Bawn—By William Carleton—Il­
lustrated 1.00 

The Dove of the Tabernaole, or 
Love of Jesus in the Most Holy 
Eucharist .76 

8ure Way to Find Out the True 
Religion—By Rev. T. Baddeley. .26 

The Two 8towaways—A Catholic 
Tale of the Philippine Islands.. .76 

Furnlss' Tracts for Spiritual Read­
ing .......................... 1.00 

Life of Father Mathew—By Ma-
u i l l r e  ' . . . . . a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .26 

Cardinal Manning's Works, 6 vols. S.00 
Life of St. Patrick, O'Leary 1.00 

New Ireland, A. M. Sullivan 1X0 
Father Ryan's Poems .. 1.60 
Life of Leo XIII ....,«,*,••,*•#• 1.60 
Moore'e Poems 1.60 
Alias Kitty Casey—An up to date 

novel, narrating the adventure 
of a popular girl who masquer­
ades as a domestic—By Mary • 
Gertrude Williams LOO 

Alchemist's Secret—By Isabel 
Cecelia Williams—A new book 
that shows what wonderful 
things are done in God's own 
way : LOO 

A l l  F o r  t h e  8 a e r e d  H e a r t — E x e r ­
cises and Prayers of the Saints 
and pious authors .71 

Billy Glenn of the Broken Shut­
ters—By Anthony Yorke—"A 
rattling good boy's book" 1.00 

Blakes and Flanagan*—By lbs. 
James Ssdller 1^00 

Book of the Children of Mary— 
By Father Elder Mullan, S. J.. 1.00 

Blind 8tory Tpller of Dublin, or, 
The Zoztmus Papers—A series 

'of comic and sentimental tales, .76 
Call lata—By Cardinal Newman— 

This 1b a large type edition of 
this famous book, uniform with 
Wiseman's Fablola, and equal­
ly as interesting 76 

Cathollo O'Malleys — A whole­
some Catholic tale—By M. 
Taunton .......a............. .76 

Collegian*—By Gerald Griffin-— 
A true Irish tale of Garryowen, 1.00 

Fablola or, The Church of the 
Catacombs—By Cardinal Wise­
man. Popular edition with 
large clear type, reduced price, .78 

Father 8heehy>—By Mrs. James 
Sadller—The sad narrating of 
Father Sheehy, the Tipperary 
priest 1.00 

Erin Go Bragh Songster, Includ­
ing Moore's Irish melodies.... .28 

Faugh-A-Ballagh Song Book— 
paper oover, a fine selection ot 
comic and sentimental songs.. .29 

Grace O'Halloran—By Agnes M. 
Stewart—An interesting story 
for girls 1.60 

Father de Lisle—A story of Ty-
bourne and its victims—By Ce­
celia Mary Caddell .79 

Ireland's Case Stated, Father 
Burke's Famous Reply to 
Froude 1.00 

Life of 8alnt Patrick—By Bishop 
O'Farrell of Trenton 1.21 

Other 8alnts same aerlee—S. 
Teresa, S. Catherine, S. Rose, 

. St. Aloyaiua and others, uni­
formly bound in black doth 
extra, each _. 1.29 

MaeCarthy More, or, The Fortunes 
of an Irish . Chief—By Mrs. 
James Sadller 1.00 

Maidens of Hallowed Name*— 
Embracing many lives of the 
Saints and servants of God— 
Illustrated with fine steel en­
graving .79 

May Brooke, or Conscience—By 
Mrs. Anna H. Dorsey. A 
beautiful Catholic story 1.00 

Mirror of True Womanhood—A. 
book of Instruction for women 
In the world 2.00 

Our Lady of Lourdee—A com­
plete History of the Apparition, 
with a number of authentic 
miracles—By Henri Lasserre.. 1.50 

Poems of Thomas Davis—Cloth 
gilt top 1.60 

Poems of James Clarenos Man-
gan, gilt top 1.60 

Poems, Songs and Ballads—By 
William Collins 1.60 

Poems by Thomas D'Arey McGee 
—Cloth, gilt top 1.50 

Poems, 8ong and Ballads of 
8amuel Lover 1.60 

Rosemary, or Lite and oeatn— 
By J. Vincent Huntington. 
Beautiful new edition in large 
t y p e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a a a a a  1.00 

8ervlce Afloat, or The Sumter 
and Alabama during the Civil 
War. Many steel and colored 
Illustrations showing naval en-

4 gagements — By Admiral Ra­
phael Semmsa . 

ti 
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4.00 
We have pearl rosaries from 25c to $1.00; ladie* and gents prayer 

books from 50c to $2.00; A. O. H. and K. C pins. Orders by maij 
receive prompt attention. We have no catalog to send but just tell 

us what you want. Address THE IRISH STANDARD, 

226 Fourth St. So., Minneapolis, Minn 
• jl •»: -ml' Vr«." ̂ ^ y• 


